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INTRODUCTION. 
B VERY old city has its origin generally 
1::.1 placed among the fables and obscurity 
that envelop the infant state of society, and 
thus, like that of many other towns and cities, 
the origin of Edinburgh, the capital of the 
ancient kingdom of Scotland, recedes so far 
back into pre-historic times as almost to elude 
the most patient investigation and labours of 
research; but in these pages we propose to 
trace its annals, and to describe the varied and 
stirring events of which it has been the scene, 
from those days when all around its site was 
a wilderness of wood and water, when first 
the hardy warriors of the Gadeni raised some 
rude rampart on the precipitous cliffs of the 
Castle rock, and saw perhaps the gleam of the 
Roman arms, when, amid the snows of the winter 
of A.D. 80, Julius Agricola halted on the heights 
above Dalkeith, down to what we may well 
call the Edinburgh of the Victorian age, a vast 
city stretching nearly from the wild and pastoral 
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OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


llntroduction. 


hills of Braid to the sandy shores of the Firth of cross which seems the very shrine of Scott, we 
Forth. I have the modern Edinburgh of the days of peace 
Edinburgh, now within a few hours' journey from and prosperity, with all its spacious squares and 
London, was long the capital of a land that was I far-stretching streets, adorned by the statues of 
almost a terra incog1ll.ta, not only to England, but I those great men who but lately trod them. And 
to the greater part of Europe, and remained so till' so the Past and the Present stand face to face, 
nearly the era of the Scott novels. Spreading over: by the valley where of old the waters of the North 
many swelling hills and deep ravines, that in some Loch lay. 
instances :ue spanned by enormous bridges of stone, I In these pages, accordingly, we intend to sum- 
it exhibits a striking peculiarity and boldness in its: mon back, like the dissolving views in the magic 
features that render it totally unlike any other city mirror of Cornelius Agrippa, the Edinburgh of the 
in the world, unless we admit its supposed resem- I past, with all the stirring, brilliant, and terrible 
blance to Athens. events of which it has been the arena. 
Its lofty and commanding site ascemls gradually The ghosts of kings and queens, of knights and 
from the shore of the great estuary, till it termi- nobles, shall walk its old streets again, and the 
nates in the stupendous rock of the Castle, 500 brave, or sad, or startling, story of every time-worn 
feet above the level of the sea, and is surrounded tenement will be told; nor shall those buildings that 
on the southward, east, and west, by an amphi-' ha\-e passed away be forgotten. Again the beacon 
theatre of beautiiul hills, covered either with purple I fires shall seem to blaze on the grassy summits ot 
heath or the richest copse-wood; while almost from I Soltra and Dunpender, announcing that southerr. 
amid its very streets there starts up the lion- hosts have crossed the Tweed, and summoning, 
shaped mountain named Arthur's Seat, the bare and I the sturdy burgesses, from every echoing close and 
rocky cone of which has an altitude of 822 feet. I wynd, in all the array of war, to man their gates. 
In Edinburgh every step is historical; the and walls, as all were bound, under pain of death, 
memories of a remote and romantic past confront: to do when the Deacon Convener of the Trades 
liS at e\ ery turn and corner, and on every side unfurled" the Blue Blanket" of famous memory. 
<lrise the shades of the dead". Most marked, in-I In the ancient High Street we shall meet King 
deed, is the difference between the old and the David riding forth with hound and horn to hunt in 
new city-the former being so strikingly picturesque I his forest of Drumsheugh, as he did on that Rood- 
in its broken masses and the disorder of its archi- day in han-est when he had the alleged wondrous 
tecture, and the latter so symmetrical and almost: escape which led to the founding of Rolyrood; or 
<;evere in the Grecian and Tuscan beauty of its we may see him seated at the Castle gate, dispens. 
streets and squares; and this perhaps, combined ing justice to his people-especially to the poor 
with its natural situation quite as much as its I -in that simple fashion which won for him the 
literary character, may have won for it the fanciful I proud title of the Scottish Justinian. 
name of" the :\Iodern Athens." I In the same street we shall see the mail-clad 
On one hand we have, almost unchanged in Douglases and Ramiltons carrying out their 
general aspect, yet changing in detail at the mortal feud with horse and spear, axe and sword; 
ruthless demands of improvement, the Edin-' and anon meet him " who never feared the face of 
burgh of the Middle Ages-" the Queen of the I man," John Knox, grown old and tottering, white- 
N orth upon her hilly throne "-the city of the bearded and wan, leaning on the arm of sweet 
Davids and of five gallant Jameses-her massive I young Margaret Stewart of Ochiltree, as he pro- 
mansions of stone, weather-beaten, old, dark, and I ceeds to preach for the last time in S1. Giles's; 
time-worn, teeming with historical recollections of and we shall also see the sorrowing group that 
many generations of men; many painful and many gathered around his grave iíl the old churchyarè 
pitiful memories, some of woe, but more of war that lay thereby, and where still that grave is 
and wanton cruelty; of fierce combats and feudal marked by bronzes let into the pavement. 
battles; of rancorous quarrels and foreign invasions; Again the trumpets that breathed war and de- 
_md of loyal and noble hearts that were wasted and fiance shall ring at the Market Cross, and we may 
Jften broken in their passionate faith to religion hear the mysterious voice that at midnight called 
and a regal race that is now no more. aloud the death-roll of those who were doomed to 
On the other hand. and all unlike the warrior fall on Flodden field, and the wail of woe that 
city of the middle ages, beyond the deep r[,\ ine went through the startled city when tidings of the 
overlooked by Princes Street-that most beautiful fatal baUle came. 
of European terraces-and by that noLle pmnackd 'Ye shall s(:e the countless windows of those- 
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towering mansions again filled with wondering, ex- by seventy-five gentlewomen, whereof fifty-three 
ulting. or sorrowing faces, as the wily Earl of )lorton were daughters of noblemen, clothed in velvet and 
la}S his head under the axe of the" Maiden," silks, with their chains of gold and other orna- 
and the splendid )lontrose, as he is dragged to a ments, and was attended by 200 riding gentle- 
felon's doorn, with the George sparkling on his men in all journeys; and if it happened to be 
breast and the Latin history of his battles tied in dark when she went to Edinburgh, where her 
mockery to his neck; again, we shall see Jenny lodgings were at the foot of the Blackfriars W} nd, 
Geddes hurl her fauldstool at the dean's head as eighty lighted torches were carried before her." 
he gives out the obnoxious liturgy; and, anon, the Here, in later years, was often seen one who 
resolute and sombre Covenanters, grasping their was to write of all these things as no man e,"er 
swords in defence of "an oppressed Kirk and a wrote before or since-a little lame boy, fair-haired 
broken Covenant." I and blue-eyed, named Walter Scott, limping to 
In the Cowgate-whilom a pleasant country school with satchel on back, and playing, it might 
lane between green hedge- be, "the truant," with Skene, 
rows, with its southern slope Graham Dalzell, or others, 
(;overed by yellow corn or who in future days were to 
grass, among which the cattle \ add to the literary glory of 
browsed knee deep till the their country and the intel- 
thrifty monks of 
lelrose I , lectual supremacy of their 
began to speculate in house- I \ native city. 
hold property, in the days I ' j , In Liberton's Wynd we 
when James I. was kmg-in shall visit Dowie's Tavern, 
the Cowgate we shall again I (\ one of the most popular in 
see the fated Cardinal Beaton !I its day, the resort of the 
-occupying his turreted man- Lords of Session on lea,-ing 
sion at the corner of the Court, and, more than all, the 
Blackfriars Wynd; and,anon, resort of Robert Burns, who 
)'lary Stuart, nearly a mother, may ha'"e indited there some: 
yet in all her girlish love-, of his famous letters to 
liness, afoot under a silken / \ \ ". Clarinda," at her abode in 
(;anopy, escorted by her General's Entry- Burns, "the 
\ :::-.::.. 
archer guard and torch- - . \ '= burl)" plough man from Ayr- 
bearers, proceeding to the 
 -:'" - 
 ' 
- shire, with swarthy features 
ball at Halyrood on that -= =-- - - 
 and w011derfui black e}es," 
fatal night in February, when -- 
 = - who stood re\erently bare- 
.a flood of red flame was seen headed b y the then unmarked 
THE" "AIDES." 
to rise near the Dominican g rave of Fer g usson in the 
(Fro", tlte Instrument in tit, þossessioø of tlte Society of 
garden, and a roar as of Anti'lUllrUsofScotlartd") grass - grown Canongate 
thunder shook the city wall, churchyard. 
'when the dissolute Darnley was done to death: Again shall be seen the city girt by its loft}" 
in the lonely Kirk-of-field. walls and those embattled gates, "hich were seldom 
Again we shall see her, when she is led in from without a row of human heads on iron spikes-the 
Carberry Hill, a helpless captive in the midst of grisly relics of those who were too often the ,"ictims 
her rebel nobles, and thrust-pale, dish evel1ed , of dire misrule-with the black kites, then the 
in tears, and covered with dust-into the gloomy chief scavengers in the streets, hovering about 
stone chambers of the famous Black Turnpike, them. 
while the fierce and coarse revilings of the inflamed In the steep and quaint West Row nO\\ nearly 
multitude made her woman's heart seem to die all removed-dwelt the Wizard, Weir of Kirkton, 
within her. ,\ho perished at the stake in 1670, together with 
Turning into the High School Wynd, under the his sister and the wonderful walking-stick, whICh 
shadow of its quaint, abutting, and timber-fronted was surmounted by a caned head, and performed 
mansions, we shall meet the Princess-for such she his errands. His lofty mansion, long the alleged 
was-Elizabeth St. Clair of Roslin, surrounded abode of spectres, and a source of terror to the 
by the state which Hay records; for he tells us neighbourhood, was demolished only in the spring 
that she" was served (in the days of James II.) of 1878. 
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In that ancient street, long deemed the grand market like a human surge, and strung him up to 
entrance to Edinburgh, we shall see once more the a dyer's pole. 
long lines of gilded sedans, attended by linkmen In the old city there is not a street wherein 
and armed servants, escorting belles and beaux, blood has not been shed again and again, in war 
powdered and patched, proceeding in state to the and local tumult, for it is the Edinburgh of those 
old Assembly Room; and also the monarchs who days when the sword was never in its scabbard; 
have entered the city by that remarkable route, when to settle a quarrel à fa mode d'Edimbourg 
ascending it in succession, surrounded by all their was a European proverb; when the death-bed 
bravery: James VI. and his bride, Anne of Den- I advice of Bruce was carried out, and truces were 
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 mark; stately' made, but seldom peace, with England; and when 
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 Charles I., it has been said that many a Scottish mother had 
_ ""'_ _ =
 _ 
 ?: 'along with his never a son left to lay her head in the grave, for in 

_=;_ ...... 
---:

 
4 ?uard _ clad, foreign war or domestit: feud all had gone befon:- 
_ 
 -:=:: -==- -= 
 III their vcl- : her to the land of the leal. But there was much. 
vet douUets of the Spartan spirit in the Scottish matron of those 
with gilded partisans; Oliver Cromwell, with his ' and later times-a feeling that is embodied in the 
I 
grim Ironsides; Charles 11., before Dunbar was well-kno\\n Jacobite song, in which one of these 
fought and lost; and, lastly, James VII. of Scot- mothers is made to say :-- 
land, when Duke of Albany and High Com- 
missioner to the Parliament. I 
Down that steep street went a horde of unfor- 
tul1ates in early times to the place of doom; thus, 
it had acquired a peculiar character, till the hand I 
of improvement changed it; and in later years We are told that when D.wid Home of Wed- 
down it came a victim of another kind, the frantic I derburn, father of the historian of the Douglases p 
and shrieking Porteous, borne by that infuriated, died, in ISH. of consumption, in his firtieth year p 
mob, which spread over all the sp:::.cious Grass- I he was the first of his race who had died a 



 


" [ once had sons, [ now hae nane, 
[ hore them, toiling sairlie ; 
TIut I would uea.. them a' again, 
To lose them a' for Charlie! .. 
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natural death-all the rest having lost their lives 1 fighting to the death, with his two-handed sword, 
in defence of their country. \ again!'t the English invaders. Turn which way we 
If we tum.to Holyrood, what.visior:s and memo- may in Edinburgh, tl
at stirring past attends us, 
ries must anse of. Kn
x, standmg gnm and st
rn I and every old stone IS a record of the days, the 
vefore his queen, m hIS black Geneva cloak, wIth I years, and the people, who have passed away. 
his hands planted on the horn handle of his long In a cellar not far distant the Treaty of Union 
walking-cane, daringly rebuking her love of music \ was partly signed, in haste and fear and trembling, 
and dancing-unbending, unyielding, and unmelted I while the street without rang with the yells and 
hy her exalted rank, her beauty, or her bitter I opprobrious cries of the infuriated mob; and after 
tears j and of that terrible night in the Tower of that event, by the general desertion of the nobility, 
fames V., when sickly Ruthven, looking pale as I came what has been emphatically called the Dark 

 spectre under the open visor of his helmet, drew Age of Edinburgh-that dull and heartless period 
back with gauntleted hand the ancient arras as when grass was seen to grow around the market- 
the assassins stole up the secret stair,-and then cross, when a strange and unnatural stillness-the 
Rizzio, clinging wildly to the queen's skirt, and stillness of village life-seemed to settle over every 
dying beneath her eyes of many a mortal wound, one and everything, when the author of " Douglas" 
with Darnley's dagger planted in his body; of I was put under ban for daring to write that tragedy, 
Charles Edward, in the prime of his youth and and when men made their last will and testament 
comeliness, already seeing the crown of the Stuarts before setting out by the stage for London, and 
upon his exiled father's head, surrounded by exul- when such advertisements appeared as that which 
tant Jacobite ladies, with white cockades on their we find in the EdÙlburgh Courallt for 7 th March, 
bosoms, and dancing in the long gallery of the 1761 -" A young lady who is about to set out for 
kings to the sound of the same pipes that blew London in a post-chaise will be glad of a com- 
the onset at Falkirk and Culloden! panion. Enquire at the publisher of this paper; " 
A very few years later, and Boswell, and Dr. -when Edinburgh was so secluded and had such 
Johnson in his brown suit with steel buttons, little intercourse with London, that on one occasion 
might have been seen coming arm-in-arm from themail brought but a single letter (for the British 
the White Horse Hostel in Boyd's Close-the Linen Company), and the dullness of local life 
burly lexicographer, as his obsequious follower received a fillip only when Admiral de Fourhin 
tells us, grumbling and stumbling in the dark, as was off the coast of Fife, or the presence of Thurot 
they proceeded on their way to the abode of the the corsair, or of Paul Jones, brought back some 
latter in James's Court; but his visit to Scotland of the old Scottish spirit of the past. 
compelled the pedant, who trembled at the Cock The stately oaks of the Burghmuir, under which 
Lane ghost anù yet laughed at the idea of an Guy of Namur's Flemish lances fled in ruin and 
earthquake in Lisbon, to have, as Macaulay says, ùefeat before the Scots of Douglas and Dalhousie, 
,. :l salutary suspicion of his own deficiencies, which have long since passed away, and handsome 
ieems on that occasion to have crossed his mind modern villas cover all the land to the base of 
for the first time." the bordering hills; but the old battle stone, in 
In yonder house, in Dunbar's Close, the lroil- I which our kings planted their standards, and which 
sides of Cromwell had their guard-house; and on marked the Campus 
Iartius of the Scottish hosts, 
the adjacent bartizan, that commanded a view of I still lingers there on the south; and the once 
all the fields and farms to the north, in the autumn 'lonely Figgatemuir on the east, where the monks 
evenings of 16 5 0 , the Protector often sat with of Holyrood grazed their flocks and herds, and 

Iathew Thomlinson, Monk, and Ireton, each' where 'Vallace mustered his warriors prior to the 
smoking their yards of clay amI drinking Scottish I storming of Dunbar, is now a pleasant little water- 
ale, or claret, and expounding, it might be, texts of ing place, which somewhat vainly boasts itself 
Scripture, while their batteries at the Lang-gate "the Scottish Brighton." 
and Heriot's Hospital threw shot and shell at the The remarkable appearance amI construction of 
Castle, then feebly defended by the treacherous old Edinburgh-towering skyward, storey upon 
Dundas, from whom the Protector's gold won what, storey, with all its black and bulky chimneys, crow- 
he himself admitted, steel and shot might never stepped gables, and outside stairs-arise from the 
have won, the fortress never before being so strong I circumstance of its having been twice waned, ami 
as it was then, with all its stores and garrison. And I the necessity for residing within these barriers, for 
in that wynd, to which, in perishing, he gave his I protection in times of foreign or domestic war. 
name, we shall see the sturdy craftsman Halkerston Thus, what Victor Hugo says of the Paris of Philip 
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Augu
tus seems peculiarly applicable to the Edin- I We propose to trace the annals of its glorious 
burgh of James V., and still more to that of University, from the infant establishment, founded 
James II. I by the legacy of Robert Bishop of Orkney, in 
"He imprisoned Paris in a circular chain of I 581, and which was grafted on the ancient edifice 
great towers, high and solid," says the author of I in the Kirk-of-Field, and the power of which, as 
" K otre Dame;" "for more than a century after years went on, spread fast wherever law, theology, 
this the houses went on pressing upon each other, medicine, and art, were known. The youngest 
accumulating and rising higher and higher. They and yet the noblest of all Scottish universities, 
got deeper and deeper; they piled storeys on enrolling yearly the greatest number of students, it 
storeys; they mounted one upon another; they has been the alma mater of many men, who, 
,hot up monstrously tall, for they had not room to ,in every department of learning and literature, 
grow breadth\\ ise; each sought to raise its head I have proved themselves second to none, and 
above its neighbour to have a little air; every open I from the early days when Rollock taught, to those 
space became filled up, and disappeared. The when it rose into repute as a great school of 
houses at length leaped over the wall of Philip I medicine under the three Munroes, who held \\ ith 
Augustus, and scattered themselves joyously over honour the chair of anatomy for 150 years, and 
the plain. Then they did what they liked, and I when, in other branches of knowledge, its fame 
cut themselves gardens out of the fields." grew under Maclaurin, Black, Ferguson, Stewart, 
And of the old walled city the well-known lines Hamilton, Forbes, Syme, and Brewster, we shall 
of Scott are most apposite :- trace its history down to the present day, when 
its privileges and efficiency \\ ere so signally aug- 
mented by the Scottish University Act of 1858. 
K or shall we omit to trace the origin and de- 
velopment of the stage in Edinburgh, from the 
time when the masks or plays of Sir David Lind- 
say of the :\Iount were performed in the open 
New Edinburgh appeals to us in a different air in the days of James Y., "when weather 
sense. It tells peculiarly in all its phases of I served," at the Greenside-well beneath the Calton 
modern splendour, wealth, luxury, and all the arts Hill, and the theatre at the Watergate, when" hi!:.. 
of peace, while "in no other city," it has been Il\Iajesty's servants from London" were patronised 
said, "will you find so general an appreciation of by the Duke of Albany and York, then resiùent 
books, arts, music, and objects of antiquarian in Holyrood, down to the larger establishments ill 
interest. It is peculiarly free from the taint of the I the Canongate. under the litigious Tony Aston, 
ledger and counting-house. It is a Weimar With- I and those of later years, which saw the perform- 
out a Goethe-Boston without its twang." ances of Kean, Kemble, and Mrs. Sidùons, and 
This is the Edinburgh through the noble streets the production of the Waverley dramas, under the 
of which Scott limped in his old age, white-haired I I auspices of Terry, who, as Scott said, laughingly, 
and slow, leaning often on the arm of Lockhart had" terrified ., his romances into plays. 
or the grey-plaided Ettrick Shepherd; the Edin- 1 Arthur's Seat and the stupendous craigs, the 
burgh where the erect and stalwart form of the name of which is so absurdly and grotesquel} 
athletic "Christopher :\.orth," with his long locks corrupted into "Salisbury," alone are unchanged 
of grizzled yellow-his "ta\\ny mane," as he I since those pre-historic days, \\hen, towering amid 
called them-floating on the breeze, his keen blue the wilderness, they o\"erlooked the \ast forest of 
eyes seemingly fi'\.ed on vacancy, his left hand oaks that stretched from the pastoral hills of Braid 
planted behind his back, and his white neck- to the sea-the wood of Drumsheugh, wherein 
cloth oft awry, strode daily from Gloucester Place roamed the snow-white Caledonian bull; those 
to the University, or to " Ebony's," to meet Jeffrey, ferocious Caledonian boars, \\ hich, as Martial tells- 
Rutherford, Cockburn, Delta, Aytoun, Edward us, were used to heighten the torments of unhapp} 
Forbes, and Carlyle; the Edinburgh where Simpson, sufferers on the cross; the elk, the stag, and the 
the good, the wise. and the gentle, made his dis- wolf; and amid which rose the long rid!-:y slope- 
covery concerning chloroform, aud made his mark, the Edin-that f0Tl11ed the site of the future old 
too, as "the grand old Scottish doctor," whose city, terminating in the abrupt bluff of the Castle 
house in Queen Street was a focus for all the rock. There, too, rose the bare round mass of 
learned and all the literati of Europe and America the Calton, the abode of the fox and hare, and 
-the Edinburgh of the Georgian .md Yictorian age. where the bustard had its nest amid the gorse; 


" Such dusky grandeur clothed the height, 
Where the huge castle holds its state, 
And all the steep slope down, 
Whose ridgy back heaves to the sJ...y, 
Piled deep and massy, close and high, 

Iine o\\n romantic to\\n! 0' 
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and here and there were sedgy pools and lonely I displayed; stout and true Covenanters borne forth 
tarns, where the heron fished and waded, with the in groups to die at the gallows or in the Grey- 
great sheet of the South friars churchyard, where 
Loch, where now the Mea- stands the tomb which 
<lows lie; and there, too, tells us how 18,000 ofthem 
\vas Duddingston, but in perished as "noble m.ar- 
siæ twice the extent we tyrs for Jesus Christ;" 
find it now. cavaliers in all their 
Of all these hi11s have bravery and pride, and in 
looked on since the Roman the days of their suffering 
altars of Jove smo1.ed at and downfall; the brawling 
Inveresk and Cramond, of gallants of a century later, 
all the grim old fortress on who wore lace ruffles and 
its rock and St. Giles's rapiers, and " paraded .. 
Gothic and imperial crown their opponents on the 
have seen, we shall en- smallest provocation in the 
deavour to lay the won- Duke's Walk behind Holy- 
<Irous story before our rood; the grave senators 
readers. and jovial lawyers of the 
The generations of men last century, who held their 
are like the waves of the 
 " " high jinks" in dingy 
sea; we know not whence - 
 taverns near the Parliament 
they come or whither they cml110N SEAL OF Emr;lIURGH.- (After Henry La;'",.) House; and many of the 
go; but generation after quaint old citizens who 
generation of citizens sha11 pass before us like I figure in the valuable repertory of Kay :-a11 shall 
Banquo's spectral line of kings; the men of pass in review before us, and we shall touch on 
Dinas-Eiddyn, with their them one and all, as we 
glittering torques, armlets, '\ think of them, tenderl}' 
and floating hair; the and kindly, as of those 
hooded Scoto-Saxons of Lo- who are long since dead 
thian and the Merse, with and gone-gone to their 
ringed byrnes and long solemn account at the foot 
battle-axes; the steel-clad of the Great White Throne. 
knights of the Bruces and In picturesque beauty the 
the J ameses; merchants capital of Scotland is se- 
and burghers in broad- cond to none. "What the 
doth; monks, abbots, and tour of Europe was ne- 
nuns; Templars on their cessary to see, I firid con- 
trial at Holyrood for sor- gregated in this one city," 
cery and blasphemy; said Sir David Wilkie. 
Knights _ hospita11ers and "Here alike are the beau- 
hermits of St. Anthony; ties of Prague and of Salz- 
the old fighting merchant burg, the romantic sites of 
mariners of Leith, such as '" Orvieto and Tivoli, and 
the \V oods, the Bartons, --.-. (', "'''11''',,,,,,,,,' ) ,i all the magnificence of the 
and Sir Alexander l\1:athie- Bays of Naples and Genoa. 
50n, " the king of the sea; " COUNTER SEAL OF THE ABOVE t (After Henry Laing.) Here, indeed, to the pain- 
witches and wizards perish- ter's fancy may be found 
ing in the flames at the Grassmarket or the Ga11ow- realised the Roman Capitol and the Grecian 
l ee; the craftsmen in arms, with their Blue Banne r \ Acropolis." 
t A full length figure of St. Giles standing within a Gothic porch in 
. The device of the common seal represents a casde triple-towereð, pontifical vestments but without a mitre; in his right hand he holds 
the gates thrown open. In each of the towers is the head of a soldier. a crozier, and in his left a book. At each side is a short stafrtenni- 
Foliage appears at the lower part and sides of the seal, and above the nating in a fleur-de-1is. Bra.nches of foliage ornament the lower part 
towers may be seen a crescent and a mul1et. The lettering is .( SIGIL- I and sides of the design. The lettering is If EGIDII SINGNO CRKDATIS 
LUM CO:\.IMUNJt BURGI DE EDINBLRHG." I (CORDE UEXNI) GNO." (From a Document dated 139 2 ). 
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CHAPTER I. 


PREHISTORIC EDINBURGH. 


The Site before the Houses-Traces of Early Inhabitants-The Caledonian Tribes-Agñcola's Inva.ion-Stlbjection of the Scottish Lowland.- 
The R.oman Way-Edinburgh never occupied permanently-Various Roman Remains"': Urns. Coins, Bust.s; Swords, Spears, and other 
We
pons-.-\ncient Collins-The Camus, or Cath-stone-Origin of the name" Edinburgh"-Dinas.Eiddyn_The Battle of Catraeth. 


ON the arrival of Agricola's Roman army in the and battle-stones scattered throughout the country 
Lothians, about the year A.D. 80, the Ottadeni ap- amply attests; and it is not improbable that the 
pear, according to Chalmers, to have occupied site of Dalkeith (Dalcath, or the fi
ld of battle) may 
the whole extent of coast from the Tyne to the have seen some struggle with Agricola's Roman, 
Firth of Forth, including, that is, a part of Nor- Batô.vian, and Tungrian cohorts. 
thumberland and Roxburghshire, the whole of the It was not until the year 83 that Agricola re- 
1\1erse, and Haddingtonshire. The Gadeni, whose solved to penetrate into the districts beyond the 
territory lay in the interior country, parallel and Forth, as he dreaded a more united resistance 
contiguous to that of the Ottadeni, had all the land from the Caledonian tribes, who had hitherto been 
from the Tyne to the south of the Forth; they hostile to each other, Guided by the information 
held, namely, the western parts of Northumberland, of naval officers who had surveyed the coast, his 
Roxburghshire, the whole of Falkirk, Tweeddale, army crossed the Forth at Inchgarvie, and landed 
and much of the Lothians. at the north ferry, from whence he proceeded to 
These were two of the twenty-one Caledonian fight his way towards the Grampians; but it was 
tribes who were connected by such slight ties as not until the year 140 that the Scottish Lowlands 
scarcely to enjoy a social state, and who then I were entirely subjected to Roman sway, by LolIius 
occupied the whole of Northern Britain. I Urbicus, whose legions have left so many rough- 
That these Ottadeni and Gadeni were well hewn voti\-e altars and graven memorials of the 
armed, and resisted bravely, the number of camps V ALE
S VICTRIX, with devotional dedications, 
2 



10 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Prehistoñc Edinburgh. 


IIIIPERATORI, CÆSARI. TI"!'O. CELIO. HADRIANO. I The portions of it discovered in 1822 included a 
A
TO
INO. AUG. PIO. PATRI. PATRIÆ. branch extending a considerable way eastwanl 
Although the Roman military causeway-of along the north back of the Canongate, towards the 
which some fragments still remain--from Brittano- well-known Roman road at Portobello, popularly 
dunum to Alterva (i.e. from Dunbar to CramonJ) known as "The Fishwives' Causeway." c. Here," 
passed dose to it, the Castle rock never appears says Dr, Wilson, "we recover the traces of the- 
to have become a Roman station;. and it is suf- 1 Roman way in its course from Eildon to Cramond 
ficiently curious that the military engineers of the and Kinneil, with a diverging road to the important 
invaders should have neglected such a strong and town and harbour at Inveresk, showing beyond 
natural fortification as that steep and insulated I òoubt that Edinburgh had formed a link between 
mass, situated as it was in Valentia, one of their I these several Roman sites." 
six provinces in Britain. Within a few yards of the point where this road 
Many relics of the Romans have been turned crossed the brow of the city ridge were built into 
up from time to time upon the site of Edinburgh, the wall of a house, nearly opposite to that of 
but not the slightest trace has been found to indicate John Knox, two beautifully sculptured heads of 
that it was ever occupied by them as a dwelling- the Emperor Septimius Severns and his wife Julia. 
place or city. Yet, Ptolemy, in his" Geography," These busts, which :Maitland, in his time (q So), 
speaks of the place as the Caslrum alalum, "a says were brought from an adjacent building, Wilson 
winged camp, or a height, flanked on each side the antiquary cónjectures were more probably 
by successive heights, girded with intermediate found when excavating a fuundation;. but under 
valleys." Hence, the site may have been a native the causeway of High Street, in 18 5 0 , two silver 
fort or hill camp of. the Ottadeni. denarii of the sanle emperor were found in ex- 
When cutting a new road over the Calton Hill, cellent preservation. 
in 18 I 7, a Roman urn was found entire; another I These busts were doubtless some relic of the 
(supposed to be Roman), eleven and a half inches visit paid to the colony by Septimius Severns, for 
in height, was found when Jigging the foundatiun Alexander Gurdon, in his "Itinerarium Septen- 
of the north pier of; trionale," published in 1726, says :-" About this 
the Dean Bridge, time it would appear that Julia, the wife of Severus, 
that spans a deep and the greatest part of the imperial family, were 
ra vine, through in the country of Caledonia; for Xephilin, from 
which the 'Vater of I Dio, mentions a very remarkable occurrence which 
Leith finds its way there happened to the Empress Julia and the wife- 
to the neighbouring of Argentocoxus, a Caledonian." 
port. In q82 a I Passing, however, from the Roman period, many 
coin of the Emperor distant traces have been found of people who 
Vespasian was found, dwelt on, or near, the site of Edinburgh, in what 
in a garden of the i may be called, if the term be allowable, the pre- 
Pleasance, and is I historic period. 
now in the Museum I In constructing the new road to Leith, leading 
of Antiquities; and I from the centre of Bellevue Crescent, in 182 3, 
RmlAN URX FOt:ND AT THE DE..N. when excavating in I several stone cists, of circumscribed form, wherein 
(From tlze Antiquarian fl1usrom.) St. N inian's Row, on the bodies had been bent double, were found;. 
the western side of I and these being disposed nearly due east and west, 
the Calton, in ISIS, there was found a quantity of were assumed, but without evidence, to have been 
fine red Samian ware, of the usual embossed cha- I the remains of Christians. In 1822 another was 
racter. In 1822, when enlarging the drain by which I found in the Royal Circus, buried north and south; 
the old becl of the North Loch was kept dry, the skeleton crumbled into dust on being exposed, 
almost at the base of the Castle rock, portions of I all save the teeth. 
ar. ancient Roman causeway were discovered, four During the following year, IS23, several rude 
feet below the modern road. Another portion of I stone coffins were discovered when digging the 
a Roman way, composed of irregular rounded I foundations of a house in Saxe Coburg Place, near 
stones, closely rammed together on a bed of St. Bernard's Chapel. One of them contained two 
forced soil, coloured with fragments of brick, was urns of baked clay, from which circumstance it was 
discovered beneath the foundations of the Trinity supposed that this was a place of interment, at the 
College Church, when it was demolished in I S..J.s. period when the Romans had penetrated thus far 
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north, and theOttadeni, in imitation oftheir practice, made to remove one of the coffins. Even the 
had adopted the cremation of their dead, while skulls were so much decayed that they went to 
.adhering to th
ir ancient form of sepulchre. Similar pieces on being lifted; but the skull and horns of 
evidences of the occupation of the locality by the deer found alongside of them are now de- 
an ancient people have been found all round posited in the Scottish l\Iuseum."* 
Fdinburgh. Many relics and weapons of the bronze period 
The skeleton of a woman buried in the same have been discovered in and around the site of 
fashion, \\ith head and feet together, was found on Edinburgh. Some of the most perfect and polished 
the eastern slope of Arthur's Seat in 1858, and of these weapons are now in the l\Iuseum at 
within the cist lay the lid of a stone quern or Abbotsford; and about fifty pieces of swords, 
hand-mill. Of the same early period was, perhaps, spear-heads, and other fragments of weapons, all 
the cist which was found on the coast of the Firth, more or less affected by fire, are in the collection 
when the Edinburgh and Granton Railway was of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland. The 
made, the skeleton in which had on it ornaments swords are of the leaf-shaped form, with perforated 
formed of the common cockle-shell. handles, to which bone or wood has been attached, 
Some graves of a later and more civilised period and many of the large spear-heads are pierced with 
were found in 1850, when the immense reservoir a variety of omanlental designs. 
was excavated on the Castle Hill, on the highest During the construction, in 1846, of that part 
ground, and in the very heart of the ancient city. of the Queen's Drive which lies directly above 
On the removal of some buildings of the seven- the loch, on the southern slope of Arthur's Seat, 
teenth century, and after uprooting some portions two of the most beautiful and perfect leaf-shaped 
()f the massive wall of 1450, lower down, at a swords ever found in Scotland were discovered in 
depth of twenty-five feet, and entirely below the a bed of charcoal, and are now in the Scottish 
foundation of the latter, "the excavators came Antiquarian Museum. The blade of the largest 
upon a bed of clay, and beneath this was a thick measures 261 inches in length, and I ì inches at 
layer of moss, or decayed animal and vegetable the broadest part. Not far from the same place a 
matter, in which was found a coin of the Emperor cup or lamp of clay and celts of bronze were also 
Constantine, thus suggesting a date approximating discovered, and, at " Samson'::; Ribs," a cinerary urn. 
to the beginning of the fourth century. Imme- On the green slopes of the same hill may be 
diately under this were two coffins, each formed of seen still the traces of ancient civilisation, in some 
a solid trunk of oak, measuring about six feet in now-forgotten mode of cultivating the soil-forgot- 
length. They were rough, and unshapen exter- ten unless we recall the terraces of the Rhine, or the 
nally, as when hewn down in their native forest, ancient parallels of the Peruvians in the Cordilleras 
and appeared to have been split open; but within I of the Andes. "On the summer evenings, while 
they were hollowed out with considerable care, a I the long shadows still linger on the eastern slope of 
circular space being formed for the head, and, Arthur's Seat, it is seen to rise from the margin of 
indeed, the interior of both had considerable Duddingston Loch to the higher valley in a succes- 
resemblance to what is usually seen in the stone sion of terrace-steps, in some cases with indications 
coffins of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. of retaining walls still discoverable. It is on the 
They lay nearly due east and west, with their slope thus furrowed with the traces of a long ex- 
heads to the west. One of them contained a male tinct system of agriculture that the bronze swords 
.and the other a female skeleton, unaccompanied and celts, and the ancient pottery already described, 
by any weapons or other relics; but between the two have been dug UjJ; while wrought deers' horns, 
coffins the skull and antlers of a gigantic deer were weapons, and masses of melted bronze, were 
found, and alongside of them a portion of another dredged from the neighbouring loch in such quan- 
horn, artificially cut, forming, most probably, the tities as to suggest that at some ren!ote age weapons 
head of the spear with which the old hunter armed of the Scottish bronze period had been extensively 
himself for the chase. The discovery of such manufactured on the margin. Following up the 
primitive relics in the very heart of a busy popu- connection between such e\idences of ancient art 
lation, and the theatre of not a few memorable and agriculture, :\[r. Chamber!' suggests the proba- 
historical events, is even more calculated tf) bility that the daisses of Arthur's Seat and the 
awaken our interest, by the striking contrast which I bronze weapons dug up there 0r dreJged from the 
it presents, than when found beneath the low, I loch are all works of the same ingenious handi- 
5epuIchral mound, or eJ\.posed by the operations 
of the agriculturist. An unsuccessful attempt was . .. Pre-historic Annals of SCJtland." 
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craftsmen. Thus we see in the i.erraced slopes In those days the Leith must have been a broader 
illustrations of a mode of agriculture pertaining to I and a deeper river than 110W, otherwise the tern 
times before all written history, when iron had not "Inverleith," as its mouth, had never been gi\ en tc 
yet been forged to wound the virgin soil."'" I the land in the immediate vicinity of Stockbridge. 
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THE ROMAN ROAD, NEAR 1'0RTOBF.LLO-THE .. 
'ISHW1VE
' CAUSEWAY." 
(From a Drawing "y Waller H. Patl)1I, R S.A ) 


Other relics of the unwritten ages exist near The origin of the name "Edinburgh" has proved 
Edinburgh in the shape of battle-stones; but many the subject of much discussion. The prenomen 
have been removed. In the immediate neigh- is a very common one in Scotland, and is always 
bourhood of the city, close to the huge monolith I descriptive of the same kind of site-a stipe. 
named the Camus Stone, were two very large I Near Lochearnhead is the shoulder oi a hill call eel 
conical cairns, named Cat (or Cath) Stones, until \ Edill-a-chip, "the slope of the repulse," having 
demolished by irreverent utilitarians, who had reference to some encounter with the Romans; and 
found covetable materials in the rude memorial l Edin-ample is said to mean "the slope of tht. 
stones. retreat." There are upwards of twenty places 
Underneath these cairns were cists containing, having the same descriptive prefix; and besides the 
human skeletons and various weapons of bronze I instances just noted, the following examples may 
and iron. Two of the latter material, spear-heads, also be cited :-Edincoillie, a" slope in the wood,'. 
are still preserved at Morton Hall. Within the in 
lora}"shire; Edinmore and Edinbeg, in Bute; 
grounds of that mansion, about half a mile distant Edindonach, in Argyllshire; and Edinglassie, in 
from where the cairns stood, there still stands an I Aberdeenshire. Nearly every historian of Edin- 
ancient monolith, and two larger masses that are in burgh has had a theory on the subject. Arnot 
its vicinity are not improbably the relics of a ruined I suggests that the name is derived from Dunedin. 
cromlech. "Here, perchance, has been the battle- "the face of a hill;" but this would rather signify 
ground of ancient chiefs, contending, it may be, the fon of Edin; and that name it bears in 
with some fierce invader, whose intruded arts; the register of the Priory of St. Andrews, in 110 7. 
startle us with evidences of an antiquity which Others are fond of asserting that the name was 
seems primeval. The locality is peculiarly suited given to the town or castle by Edwin, a Saxon 
for the purpose. It is within a few miles of the prince of the seventh century, who "repaired 
sea, and enclosed in an amphitheatre of hills; it is it;" consequently it must have had some name 
the highest ground in the immediate neighbour- before his time, and the present form may be a 
hood, and the very spot on which the warriors of species of corruption of it, like that of Dryburgh, 
a retreating host might be expected to make a from Darradl-bruach, "the bank of the grove 
stand ere they finally betook themselves to the of oaks." 
adjacent f.1stnesses ofthe Pentland Hills." I Another theory, one greatly favoured by Sir 
_ "'alter Scott, is that it was the Vinas-Eiddyn (the 
. On the e:lStern slope or the same hill there was found a singular relic slaunhter of whose people in the si
th century is 
of a later period, which m"'rits special DOt" ce from its peculiar character- /:). . 
i.,ics. It isa bronze matrix, bearing the device or a ,urbanedhead. wi,h lamented by Aneunn, a bard of the Ottadem); a 
.he legend SOLOMON JJAR ISAAC round it in Hebrew characters; and place, howe\.er which Chalmers supposes to be 
Ly 
ome it has been supposed to be a talisman or m3gical signet. '... 
(U Prehist. Ann. Scot.") I elsewhere. The subject IS a cunous one. and 
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The poem 


well worth consideration; but, interesting as it is, it 
need not detain us long here. 
In the" l\1yrvyian, or Cambrian Archæology," a 
work replete with ancient lore, mention is made of 
(
aer- Eiddyn, or the fort of Edin, wherein dwelt 
;1 famous chief, l\Iynydoc, leader of the Celtic 
Britons in the fatal battle with the Saxons under 
Ida, the flame-bearer, at Catraeth, in Lothian, where 
the flower of the Ottadeni fell, in 510; and this is 
believed to be the burgh subsequently said to be 
named after Edwin. 
In the list of those who went to the battle of 
Catraeth there is record of 300 warriors arrayed in 
fine armour, three loricated bands (Ü., plated for 
defence), with their commanders, wearing torques 
of gold, "three adventurous knights," with 300 of 
equal quality, rushing forth from the SUlIlmits of 
the mighty Caer-Eiddyn, to join their brother 
chiefs of the Ottadeni and Gadeni. Daniel Wilson, one of the ablest writers on Scottish 
In the "British Triads" both Caer-Eiddyn antiquities, says that he thinks it useless "to follow 
(which some have supposed to be Carriden), and the fanciful disquisitions of zealous antiquarians 
also Dinas-Eiddyn, the city of Eiddyn, are re- I respecting the origin and etymology of Edinburgh; 
peatedly named. But whether this be the city of it has successively been derived, both in origin and 
Edinburgh it is exceedingly diffirult to say; for, in name, from Saxon, Pict, and Gael, and in each 
after all, the alleged Saxon denominative from case with sufficient ingenuity to leave the subject 
Edwin is merely conjectural, and unauthenticated more involved than at first." But while on this 
by remote facts. subject, it should be borne in mind that the un- 
From Sharon Turner's" Vindication of Ancient fortunate destruction of the national records by the 
British Poems," we learn that Aneurin, whose work invaders, Edward I. and Oliver Cromwell, leaves 
contains 9 20 lines, was taken prisoner at the battle the Scottish historian dependent for much of his 
of Catraeth, *" and was afterwards treacherously slain material on tradition, or information that can only 
by one named Eiddyn; another account says he be obtained with infinite labour; though it may 
died an exÎle among the Silures in 570, and that the no doubt be taken for granted that even if these 
battle was lost because the Ottadeni "had drunk archives had been preserved in their entirety they 
of their mead too profusely." I could scarcely have thrown much, if any, light upon 
The memory of ;\lynydoc Eiddyn is preserved the quæstio zlexata of the origin of the name of 
in a beautiful Welsh poem entitled" The Drinking Edinburgh. 


Horn," by Owain, Prince of Powis. 
is full of energy. 


.. When the mighty bards of yore 
Awoke the tales or ancient lore, 
What time resplendent to behold, 
Flashed the bright mead in vase of gale": . 
The royal minstrel proudly sung 
ur Cambria's chiefs when time was YOlm... 
How, wilh the drink or heroes flushed, 
Brave Catraeth's lord to battle rushed, 
The lion leader of the strong, 
And marshal of Galwyiada's throng; 
The sun that rose o'er Itun's bay 
Ne'er closed on such disastrous day; 
There felll\lynydoc, mighty lord, 
Beneath stern Osway's banerul sword: 
Yet shall thy praise, thy deathless name, 
Be woke on harps or batdic fame, 
Sung by the Cymri's tunerul train, 
Aneurin or celestial strain." 


CHAPTER II. 
THE CASTLE OF EDINBURGH. 


Of its Origin and r
moter History-The Legends concerning it-Ebranke-St. l\lonena-Defeat of the Saxons by Kiug rridei-King Edwil1 
King Grime-The Story of Grime and Bertha of Badlieu- The Starting-point of authentic Edinburgh History-St. :\Iargaret-Her Piety 
ond amiable Dispo,ition-Her Chapel-Her Death-Restoration of her Oratory-Her Burial-Donald Bane-Ki:lg David I.-The Royal 
Gard
nsJ afterwards the :r-; orth Loch. 


AFTER the departure of the Romans the inhabitants 
uf Northern Uritain bore the designation of Picti, 
or Picts j and bistorians are now agreed that these 
were not a new race, but only the ancient Cale- 
,Ionians under a ne\\ name. 
The most remote date assigned for the origin 


. The famous Cøtrni1. or Pict..-work-d
tch, is supposed to have had 
some connection with this battle of Catraeth (Girald. Cambrensi
. II.) 


of the Castle of Edinburgh is that astounding 
announcement made in Stow's "Summarie of 
Englyshe Chronicles," in which he tells us that 
"Ebranke, the sonne of l\1empricius, was made 
ruler of Britayne; he had, as testifieth Policronica, 
Ganfride, and others, twenty-one wyves, of whom 
he receyved twent)' sonnes and thirty daughters, 
which he sent into Italye, there to be maryed to 
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the blood of the Trojans. In Albanye (now called: Edinburgh, its vulgar appellation;" while Buchanan 
Scotland) he edified the Castell of Aldude, which asserts that its ancient names of the Dolorous 
is Dumbreyton; he made the Castell of Maydens, ! Valley and Maiden Castle were borrowed from 
now called Edinburgh; he also made the Castell' ancient French romances, "devised within the 
I 
of U.mburgh, in the twenty-third year of his reign." I space of three hundred years" from his time. 
All these events occurred, according to Stow, in The Castle was the nucleus, so to speak, around 
the year 989 befùre Christ; and the information is i which the city grew, a fact that explains the triple 
quite as veracious as much else that has been, towers in the arms of the latter - thfee great 
written concerning the remote history of Scotland. towers connected by a curtain wall-being the 
From sources that can scarcely be doubted, a form it presented prior to the erection of the 
fortress of some kind upon the rock would seem to I Half-Moon Battery, in Queen Mary's time. 
have been occupied by the Picts, from whom it I Edwin, the most powerful of the petty kings of 
was captured in 452 by the Saxons of N orthum- , Northumberland, largely e...tended the Saxon con- 
bria under ücta and Ebusa; and from that time quests in the Scottish border counties; and his 
down to the reign of Malcolm II. its history I possessions reached ultimately from the waters of 
exhibits but a constant struggle for its possession I Abios to those of Bodoria-i.e., from Humber to 
between them and the Picts, each being victorious Forth; but Egfrid, one of his successors, lost these 
in turn; and Edwin, one of these Northumbrian territories, together with his life, in battle with the 
invaders, is said to have rebuilt it in 626. Terri-, Pictish K.ing Uridei, or Brude, \\ho totally defeated 
tories seemed so easily overrun in those times, that him at Dun-nechtan, with terriblt' slaughter. This 
the N orthumbrians and Scots, in the year 368, under was a fatal blow to the N orthumbrian mOll'J,rchy, 
the reign of Valentinian 1., penetrated as far as which never regained its previous ascendency, and 
London, but were repulsed by Theodosius, father was henceforth confined to the country south of 
of the Emperor of the same name. This is the Tweed. Lodonia (a Teutonic name signifying 
Edwin whose pagan high-priest Coifi was converted I marshes or borders) became finally a part of the 
to Christianity by Paulinus, in 627. and who, ac-' Pictish dominions, Dunedin being its stronghold, and 
cording to Bede, destroyed the heathen temples both the Dalriadic Scots and Strathclyde Britons 
I 
and altars. A curious and very old tradition still were thus freed from the inroads of the &Ixons. 
exists in Mid lothian, that the stones used in the I This battle was fought in the year 6R 5, the 
construction of the castle were taken from a quarry' epoch of the bishopric of Lindisfarne, and as the 
near Craig millar, the Craig-moilard of antiquity. Church of St. Giles was a chaplainry of that 
Camden says, "The Britons called it Castel, ancient see, we may infer that some kind of town- 
lIfj'nedh Agnedh-the maidens' or virgins' castle- I of huts, doubtless- had begun to cluster round the 
because certain young maidens of the royal blood church, which was a wooden edifice of a primitive 
were kept there in old times." The source of this I kind, for as the world was expected to end in the 
oft-repeated story has probably been the assertion year 1000, sacred edifices of stone \\ere generally 
of Conchubhranus, that an Irish saint, or recluse, I deemed unnecessary. From the time of the 
named Monena, late in the fifth century founded I Saxon expulsion to the days of Malcolm I1.-a 
seven churches in Scotland, on the heights of period of nearly four hundred years-everything 
Dun Edin, Dumbarton, and elsewhere. This may connected with the castle and town of Edinburgh 
have been the S1. Monena of SliaLh-Cuillin, who is steeped in obscurity or dim tradition. 
died in 5 I 8. The site of her edifice is supposed According to a curious old tradition, preserved 
to be that now occupied by the present chapel, in the statistical account of the parish of Tweed- 
of St. Margaret-the most ancient piece of ma- muir, the wife of Grime, the usurper, had her 
sonry in the Scottish capital; and it is a curious residence in the Castle while he was aosent 
circumstance, with special reference to the fable fighting against the invading Danes. He is said 
of the Pictish princesses, that close by it (as re- to have granted, by charter, his hunting seat of 
corded in the Caledo1/ian .JI.Iermry of 26th Sep- Pol mood, in that parish, to one of his attendants 
tember, 1853), when some e...cavations were made, I named Hunter, whose race were to possess it while 
a number of human bones, apparently all of wood grew and water ran. But, as Hogg says 
females, were found, together with the remains of in his "Winter Evening Tales," "There is one 
several coffins. I remarkable circumstance connected with the place 
" Castrul/l Puellarum," says Chalmers, "was the that has rendered it unfamous of late years, and 
learned and diplomatic name of the place, as seems to justify an ancient prediction that the 
appears from existing charters and documents:! hunters of Polmood 'ã/ere 1le'l'er 10 prosper." 
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Leaving his queen in the then solitary Castle, probably a remnant of Edwin's departed power; 
Grime (who, according to Buchanan, began his and from this period begins the authentic his- 
r.:ign in the year 99 6 ) often pursued the pleasures tory of Edinburgh and its castle, as from that 
of the chase among the wilds of Polmood, in the time it continued to be almost pemlanently the 
neighbourhood of which he saw residence of the early and later 
.1 woman of great beauty, named monarchs and their officers of 
Bertha, of Badlieu, whose state. 
charms soon proved more at- The history of Edinburgh 
tractive than the pursuit of the Castle is much associated with 
....ild boar or Caledonian bull, the memory of S1. Margaret, 
and he became her captive- the pious and beautiful queen 
her lover. In process of time of Malcolm III. (the successor 
a son was the result of their of Macbeth) who often resided 
intimacy, and the forgotten in it, and ultimately died in a 
queen, though residing quietly tower on the west side of the 
in solitude at Edinburgh, re- rock, which bore her name till 
solved on deadly vengeance. it was demolished in the siege 
Selecting a time when Grime of 1573. In recording her de- 
was again fighting the Danes, mise, ancient chroniclers have 
she dispatched to BacUieu cer- THE AR)IS OF THE CIfY OF EDINBURGH. not failed to add much that 
. . h d d From Ednzo"dson-s U H
raidry." . d d 
tam assassms, w 0 mur ere IS legen ary to the truth, an 
Uertha, her aged father, and infant son, and, bury- \ this invests the solemn event with a peculiar charm. 
ing them in one grave, heaped above it a rough The grand-niece of Edward the Confessor, she 
tnmulus, which still marks the spot. had fled from her own country on the usurpation of 
Full of remorse and fear, the queen died before Harold, but was wrecked on the Forth, at the place 
the return of Grime, who, after defeating the I still called Queensferry. She and her retinue 
Vanes, and destroying their galleys, hastened to were hospitably entertained by Malcolm Ill., who 
Badlieu, where had formerly, in 
the huge grave his exile, been 
alone awaited treated with 
him. In a gust kindness at the 
of morbid hor- Saxon court of 
ror the half-bar- England, and 
Larian prince who married her 
commanded the at Dunfermline. 
tumulus to be Malcolm was 
opened, that he the son of Dun- 
might behold can, whom :Mac- 
the remains of beth slew; and 
those who had Shakspere, in 
perished; and his tragedy, must 
from that mo- ..... have been al- 
ment he lost all .u "",I:II.!:' I I luding to St. 
relish for life, Margaret when 
and plunging in- FAC-SI1IlLE OF A VIEW OF THE OLD TOWN, FRO'I A HOUSETOP AT THE he wrote of her 
TRON CHURCH. 
to a war with as the mother , 
(Sketclud hy Aúxandn- Ruaciman on tlu hack if a playmg-eard.) 
Malcolm, his instead of the 
successor, was deserted in battle by his warriors, wife, of Malcolm, in the lines spoken by Macduff, 
taken captive, and, after having his eyes put out, Macbeth, Act iv., scene 3 :- 
died in grief and misery in the eighth year of his II The queen that bore thee, 
reign. Oftener upon her knees than on her feet, 
He was succeeded, in 1 00 4, by Malcolm II., Died every day she lived." 
who had Lothian formally ceded to him by Eadulf- In 1091 William Rufus made war on Scotland, 
Cudel, Earl of Northumberland, who had pre- and, taking the castle of Alnwick by surprise, 
viously exercised some right of vassalage over it, wantonly put its garrison to the sword. Malcolm. 
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a brave prince, demanded instant 
at the head of an army, laid siege 
in the border stronghold. 
At this time the \\ inter snow was covering all the 
vast expanse of leafless forest, and the hills-then 
growing only heath and gorse-around the Castle of 
Edinburgh j and there the queen, with her sons 
Edmond, Edgar, and David, and her daughters 
Mary and :\Iatilda (surnamed the Good, afterwards 
queen of Henry I. of England), were anxiously 
waiting tidings from the king and his son Edward, 
who had pressed the siege of Alnwick with such 
severity that its garrison was hourly expected to 
surrender. A sore sickness was now preying on 
the wasted frame of the queen, who spent her days 
in prayer for the success of the Scots and the 
safety of the king and prince. 
All old historians vie with each other in praise of 
the virtuous Margaret. " When health and beauty 
were hers," says one writer, "she devoted her 
strength to serve the poor and uncultivated people 
whom God had committed to her care j she fed them 
wIth her own hand, smoothed their pillow in sick- 
ness, and softened the barbarous and iron rule of 
their feudal lords. No wonder that they regarded 
her as a guardian angel among them." 
"She daily fed three hundred," says another 
authority, "waiting upon them on her bended 
knees, like a housemaid, washing their feet and 
kissing them. For these and other expenses she 
not only parted with her own royal dresses, but 
more than once she drained the treasury." 
Malcolm, a Celt, is said to have been unable to 
read the missals given him by his fair-haired Saxon, 
hut he was wont to kiss them and press them to 
his heart in token of love and respect. 
In the castle she built the little oratory on the 
very summit of the rock. It stands within the 
citadel, and is in perfect preservation, measuring 
about twenty-six feet long by ten, and is spanned 
by a finely ornamented apse arch that springs from 
massive capitals, and is covered with zig-zag mould- 
ings. It was dedicated to her in after years, and 
liberally endowed. 
"There she is said to have prophetically an- 
nounced the surprise of the fortress in 1312, by 
causing to be painted on the wall a representation 
of a man scaling the Castle rock, with the inscrip- 
tion underneath, 'Gardez-z'oltS Frall{ois,' a predic- 
tion which was conveniently found to be verified 
when the Castle was re-taken from the English by 
William Frank (or Francis) and Earl Randolph j 
though why the Saxon saint should prophesy in 
French we are left to conjecture." 
Connected with the residence of Edgar Athe- 


restitution, and, I ling's sister in Edinburgh Castle there is another 
to the Normans legend, which states that while there she com- 
missioned her friend S1. Catherine-but which 
S1. Catherine it fails to specify"-to bring her some 
oil from Mount Sinai j and that after long and 
sore travel from the rocks of Mount Horeb, the 
saint with the treasured oil came in sight of the 
Castle of Edinburgh, on that ridge where stood 
the Church of S1. :\lary, built by Macbeth, baron 
of Liberton. There she let fall the vessel con- 
taining the sacred oil, which was spilt j but there 
sprang up in its place a fountain of wonderful 
medicinal efficacy, known now as the Balm Well 
of St. Catherine, where the oil-which practical 
folk say is bituminous and comes from the coal 
seams--may still be seen floating on the limpid 
water. It figured long in monkish legends. For 
ages a mound near it was alleged to be the tomb of 
St. Catherine j and close by it James IV. erected a 
beautiful little chapel dedicated to S1. Margaret, 
but long since demolished. 
During the king's absence at Alnwick, the queen, 
by the severity of her fastings and vigils, increased 
a heavy illness under which she laboured. Two 
days before her death, Prince Edgar, whom some 
writers call her brother, and others her son, arrived 
from the Scottish camp with tidings that :\Ialcolm 
had been slain, with her son Edward. 
"Then," according to Lord Hailes, who quotes 
Turgot's Life of S1. Margaret, "lifting up her eyes 
and hands towards heaven, she said, 'Praise and 
blessing be to Thee, Almighty God, that Thou hast 
been pleased to make me endure so bitter anguish 
in the hour of my departure, thereby, as I trust, to 
purify me in some measure from the corruption of 
my sins; and Thou, Lord Jesus Christ, who 
through the will of the Father, hast enlivened 
the world by Thy death, oh, deliver me !' While 
pronouncing 'deliver me' she expired." 
This, according to the Bishop of St. Andrews, 
Turgot, previously Prior of Durham, was after she 
had heard mass in the present little oratory, and 
been borne to the tower on the west side of the 
rock; and she died holding in her hand a famous 
relic known as "the black rood of Scotland," which 
according to S1. Ælred, "was a cross an ell long, 
of pure gold and wonderful workmanship, having 
thereon an ivory figure of our Saviour marvellously 
adorned with gold." 
This was on 16th of November, 1093, when she 
was in the forty-seventh year of her age. Unless 
history be false, with the majesty of a queen and 
the meekness of a saint Margaret possessed a 
beauty that falls but seldom to the lot of women; 
and in her time she did much to soften the 
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barbarism of the Scottish court. She was magnifi- I By the same postern Turgot and others carefully 
cent in her own attire; she increased the number I and reverently conveyed the body of the queen. 
of persons in attendance on the king, and caused I and carried it "to Dunfermline, in the woods; anù 
him to be served at table in gold and silver plate. I that Heaven might have some share in protecting 
She was canonised by Innocent IV. in J 251. For remains so sacred, the legendaries record that a 
several ages the apartment in which she expired miraculous mist arose from the earth, concealing 
was known as " ye blessit Margaret's chalmer" (i.e., the bishop, the royal corpse, and its awe-stricken 
chamber). A fountain on the west side of the I bearers, from the half-savage Donald and his red- 
fortress long bore her name; and a small guard- 
 haired lslesmen, and did not pass away until the} 
house on the western ramparts is still called the I had crossed in safety the PassagÙI1I1 Rt'gÙlæ, or 
Queen's, or St. Margaret's, Post. Queen's Ferry, nine miles distant, where Margaret 
The complete restoration of her oratory (says an I had granted land for the maintenance of a passage 
EdÙi!1/trgh CO/trimt of 1853) "has been effected boat "-a grant still in force. 
in a' very satisfactory manner, under the superin-! She was buried at Dunfermline, under the great 
tendence of Mr. Grant. The modern western, block of grey marble which still marks her grave; 
entrance has been built up, and an ancient one and in the sides thereof may yet be seen the 
re-opened at the north. west corner of the nave. I sockets of the silver lamps whi<.h, after her canoni- 
Here a new doorway has been built in the same sation, burned there until the Reformation, when the 
st) Ie with the rest of the building. The three Abbot of Dunfennline fled to the Castle of Fdin- 
small round-headed windows have been filled with burgh with her head in a jewelled coffer, and gave 
stained glass-the light in the south side of the it to some Jesuits, who took it to Antwerp. From 
apse representing St. Margaret, the two in the I thence it was borne to the Escurial in Spain, where 
side of the nave showing her husband, King it is still preserved by the monks of St. Jerome. 
Malcolm Canmore and their son St. David, and Her son Edgar, a prince of talent and valour, 
the light in the \\est gable of the nave having recovered the throne by his sword, and took up 
a cross and the sacred monogram with this in- his residence in the Castle of Edinburgh, when' 
scription :-Hæc ædiClila olim Bea/æ JlIargardæ' he had seen his mother C:!I.pire, and where he, too, 
RtgÙlæ Scotiæ, qllæ obiit 
JI.XCIII., Ùlgratæ patriæ passed away, on the 8th of January, 1107. The 
Ilt;gligm/ia lapsa, VÙ:/oriæ Regillæ pr{lgllatæ aus- register of the Priory of St. AndICws, in recording 
piâis res/itu/a, A.D. III.DCCCLIII." his demise, has these words :-" .lIIor/llllS Ùl DUIl- 
St. Margaret had scarcely expired, when Bishop Editl, est sepultus ill DlI1ifcr/1llillg." 
Turgot, her children, and the whole court, were filled On his death-bed he bequeathed that part of 
with terror, on finding the fortress em-ironed by an Cumberland which the kings of Scotland possessed 
army composed of fierce western Highlanders, "clad to his younger brother David. Alexander I., sur- 
in the dun deer's hide, striped breacan, and hau- I named "the Fierce," eldest brother of the latter, 
berks (or lurichs) of jingling rings," and led by was disposed to dispute the validity of this dona- 
Donald Bane, or the fair-haired, the younger brother tion; but perceiving that David had won over the 
of Malcolm IlL, who had fled to the Hebrides, as I English barons to his interest, he acquiesced in this 
the latter did to England, on the usurpation by I partial dismemberment of the kingdom. 
Macbeth. It is in the reign of this monarch, in the first 
Without opposition he had himself proclaimed years of the twelfth century, that the first notices 
king, and promised to give the Hebrides and other of Edinburgh as a royal city and residence are 
isles to :\Iagnus Barefoot, King of Norway, for as- I most distinctly found, while in that of his suc- 
sistance if it were required cessor, David 1., crowned in n 24, after being long 
He had resolved to put the orphan children of resident at the court ùf his sister 11atilda, where. 
l\l:11colm to death, but believing that egress from I according to Malmesbury, "his manners were po- 
the fortress on the steep could only be had by the lished from the nIst of Scottish barbarity," and 
gates facing the little town, he guarded them alone. where he married Matilda daughter of Waltheof, 
The children t
us escaped by a western postern, Earl of Northumberlaud, we discover the origin 
and fled to England, where they found protection I of many of the most important local features still 
with their uncle, Edgar Atl
eling. The two prin- I surviving. He founded the. abbey of Holyr
od, 
cesses were afterwards marrIed: Mary to Eustace, called by Fordun ".lIIi.'1lastcnlllll Sallctæ CrtlClS de 
Count of Boulogne, the great Crusader; and Crag." This convent, the precursor of the great 
1\1atilda t? Henry of England-a union extremely I abbey, he is said to have placed at first \\ ithin the 
popular wIth the Saxon people. , Castle, and some of the earliest gifts of its saintly 
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founder tQ his new monastery were the churches Castle, where, in the twenty-first year of his reign, 
of St. Cuthbert and of the Castle, among which he granted a charter to the Abbey of Kelso, the 
one plot of land Lelonging to the former is marked witnesses to which, apud Castrum Puellarum, were 
by" the fountain which rises near the king's garden, John, Bishop of Gla
go\V; Prince Henry, his son; 
on the road leading to St. Cuthbert's church," i.e., William, his nephew; Edward, the Chancellor; 
the fountain in the Well-house Tower. "Bartholomeo filio ComiNs, et IVillicb,l(l frater 
This valley-the future North Loch-was then ejlls" J ordano Ha}rum;" Hugo de Morville, the 
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the garden, which :\Ialcolm, the son of Pagan, cul- constable; Odenell de Umphraville; Robert Bruce; 
tivated for David II., and where tournaments were William of Somerville; David de Oliphant; and 
'leld, "while deep pools and wide morasses, tangled William of Lindsay. 
wood and wild animals, made the rude diverging I The charter of foundation to the abbey of 
pathwavs to the east and westward extremely dan- Holyrood-which will be referred to more fully in 
gerous for long after, though lights were burned at its place-besides conferring valuable revenues, 
the Hermitage of St. Anthony on the Crag and derivable from the general resources of the city, 
the spire of St. John of Corstorphin, to guide the I gave the monks a right to dues to nearly the same 
unfortunate wight who was foolhardy enough to amount from the royal revenues of the port of 
travel after nightfall." Perth, which was the more ancient capital of 
In 1144 we find King David ICsident in the' Scotland. 
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CHAPTER III. 


CASTLE OF EDIXRVRGII-(rm'tin//t'd). 


The I egend of the 'Vhite Han-Hol}"rood 
IJbt'} founded-The f\.lonks of the Castrum Puellarllm-David 1.5 numerous Endowments-Hi.. 
Death-Fergllc;.. lord of Galloway. die
 there- William t
e Ijon- Castle Cani..oned by the Engli<;h (or TVtel\e Years-The Ca
tlc d. Royal 
Re<;idence-The \Var of the Scottish 
\lccessi.on-The Castle in the hands of Edward l.-Fr..mk"s Escalade-lhe Fortress Di
mantled 
-
"'ga1ll in the hands of the English-Bullock's Stratagem for its Re-ca( ture David's Tower. 


"THE well-knO\\ll legend of the White Hart," 
says Daniel Wilson, "most probably had its origin 
in some real occurrence, magnified by the supersti- 
tion of a rude and illiterate age. More recent ob- 
servations at least suffice to show that it existed 
at a much earlier date than Lord Hailes referred 
it to." 
It is recorded that on Rood-day, the 14th of 
September, in the harvest of 1128, the weather 
being fine and beautiful, King David and his 
courtiers, after mass, left the Castle by that gate 
before which he was wont to dispense justice to his 
people, and issued forth to the chase in the wild 
country that lay around-for then over miles of the 
land now covered by the new and much of the 
old city, for ages into times unknown, the oak-trees 
of the prime\'al forest of Drumsheugh had sh,\ken 
down their kaves and acorns upon the wild and 
DOW e:>.tinct =,nimal:. of the chase. And here it 


may be mentioned that boars' tusks of most enor- 
mous site were found in 1846 in the bank to the 
south of the half-moon batten', together with an 
iron axe, the skull and bones of a man. 
On this Rood-day we are told that the king 
i
sued from the Castle contrary to the advice of 
his confessor, .\1f\\ in, an Augustinian monk of great 
s.mctity and learning, who reminded him that it 
was the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, and 
should be passed in de,otion, not in hunting; but 
of this ad\ice the king took no heed. 
Amid the dense forest and in the ardour of the 
chase he became separated from his train, in "the 
,"ail that I) i
 to the Ùst fra the said castell," and 
found 11Ìmself at the foot of the stupendous Craigs, 
where, "under the sh.lde of a leafy tree," he was 
almo.,t immedi:ltely assailed hy a w:1ite stag of 
gigantic siLe, which had b...en maddened by the 
pursuit, .. no)'s and llyn uf Lu.;í!.i.i;' and which, 
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according to Bellenden, was now standing boldly I sisting of the abbots of Holyrood and Stirling. 
at bay, and, with its branching antlers, put the life, Gregory bishop of Dunkeld, the Earls of Fife and 
of the pious monarch in imminent jeopardy, as he 
 March, Hugo de Morville the Lord High Con- 
and his horse were both borne to the ground. I stable, William Lord of Carnwath, David de 
With a short hunting-sword, while fruitlessly en- Oliphant a knight of Lothian, Henry the son of 
deavouring to defend himself against the infuriated Sw.m, and many others, and the matter in debate 
animal, there appeared-continues the legend-a I was adjudicated on satisfactorily. 
silver cloud, from the centre of which there carne I David-" s1l,ir sanct for the crown" though King 
forth a hand, which placed in that of David a James 1. is said to have styled him-was one of 
sparkling cross of miraculous construction, in so far the best of the early kings of Scotland. "I have 
that the material of which it was composed could: seen him," remarks Aldred, "quit his horse and 
never be discovered. Scared by this interposition, dismiss his hunting equipage when any, even the 
the white stag fled down the hollow way between humblest of his subjects, desired an audience; he 
the hills, but was afterwards slain by Sir Gregan sometimes employed his leisure hours in the culture 
Crawford, whose crest, a stag's head etased with of his garden, and in the philosophical amusement 
a cross-crosslet between the antlers, is still borne I of budding and engrafting trees." 
by his descendants, the Crawfords of Kilbirnie, I In the priory of Hexham, which was then in 
in memory of that eventful day in the forest of Scottish territory, he was found dead, in a posture 
Drumsheugh. I of devotion. on the 24 th of !\lay, 1153, and was 
Thoughtful, and oppressed with great awe, the succeeded by his grandson Malcolm IV, who, 
king slowly wended his way through the forest to I though he frequently resided in the Castle, con- 
the Castle; but the wonder did not end there, for 1 sidered Scone his capital rather than Edinburgh. 
when, after a long vigil, the king slept, there ap- In II53 he appointed Galfrid de Melville, of 
peared by his couch St. Andrew, the apostle of I Melville in Lothian, to be sheriff of the fortress, 
Scotland, surrounded by rays of glory, instructing and became a great benefactor to the monks 
him to found, upon the e:>..act spot where he had within it. 
been miraculously saved, a twelfth monastery for In 1160, Fergus, Lord of Galloway, a turbulent 
the canons regular of St. Augustine; and, in obe- thane, husband of the Princess Elizabeth daughter 
dience to this vision, he built the noble abbey of Henry I. of England, having taken arms against 
of Holyrood, "in the little valley between two the Crown, was defeatcd in three desperate battles 
mountains "-Ù., the Craigs and the Calton. I by Gilbert de U mphraville; after which he gave his 
Therein the marvellous cross was preserved till son Uchtred as a hostage, and assumed the cowl 
it was lost at a long subsequent period; but, in I as an Augustine friar in the Castle of Edinburgh, 
memory of St. David's adventure on Rood-day, a where-after bestowing the priory of St. !\Iarie de 
stag's head with a cross between the antlers is still Trayll as a dependant on Holyrood-he died, full 
borne as the arms of the Canongate. Alfwin was: of grief and mortification, in IIGI. 
appointed first abbot, and left a glorious memory I\lalcolm died in 1165, and was succeeded by 
for many virtues. if. I William the Lion, who generally resided at Had- 
Though nobly endowed, this famous edifice was dington; but many of his public documents are dated 
not built for several years, during which the "Aplld lIIollasterill11l Sallctæ Crllcis de Castello." 
m
n
s were 
eceived into the Castle, and occupied I In II 74 the Castle fell, for the first time, 
blllldmgs whIch had been previously the abode, into the hands of the English. William the Lion 
of a community of nuns, who, by permission of having demanded the restitution of Northumber- 
Pope Alexander III., were removed, the monks, land, Henry of England affected to comply, but 
as Father Hay tells us, being deemed "as fitter afterwards invaded Scotland, and was repulsed. 
to live among soldiers." Abbot William appears, , In turn William entered England at the head of 
in II52, as second superior of the monks in the I 80,000 men, who sorely ravaged the northern 
Castrum Puellarum, where they resided till I 176. counties, but being captured by treachery near 
A vehement dispute respecting the payment of Alnwick, and treated with wanton barbarity and 
tithes having occurred between Robert bishop of indecency, his vast force dispersed. A ransom of 
St. Andrews and Gaufrid abbot of Dunfermline, .LIoo,ooo-an enormous sum in those days- 
it was decided by the king, aP1ll1 Castell1l11l was demanded, and the Castle was given, with 
Pllellanl1l1, in presence of a great convention, con- I some others, as a hostage for the king. Fortunately, 
I however, that which was lost by the chances of 
. " III m - I rEI ' b hC tl .. war was q uickl y restored bv more P leasant means,_ 
c onaso (Ill urg as e
 I ., 
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for, a matrimonial alliance having been concluded' portion of the Scottish ann.1ls; when on the death 
hetween Ermengarde de Beaumont (cousin of I of the Maid of Norway (the little Queen Margaret) 
Henry) and King William, the Castle was thriftily came the contested succession to the crown between 
given up as part of her dowry, after having had an I Bruce, Baliol, and others; and an opportunity was 
English garrison for nearly twelve years. given to Edward 1. of England of advancing a 
Alexander II., their son, convened his first claim to the Scottish crown as absurd as it was 
parliament in Edinburgh in 12 I 5. Alexander IlL, : baseless, but which that ferocious prince prosecuted 
$on of the preceding, having been betrothed to; to the last hour of his life with unexampled bar- 

Iargaret daughter of Henry III. of England barity and treachery. 
nine years before their nuptials were celebrated I On the 11th of June, 12 9 1 , the Castle of Edin- 
at York in 1242, the queen. according to Arnot, burgh and all the strongholds in the Lowlands were 
had Edinburgh Castle appointed as her resi-I unwisely and unwarily put into the hands of the 
òence; but it would seem to have been more crafty Plantagenet by the grasping and numerous 
Df a stronghold than a palace, as she complained claimants, on the ridiculous pretence that the sub- 
to her father that it was a "sad and solitary place, ject in dispute should be placed in the power of 
without verdure, and, by reason of its vicinity to the umpire; and the governors of the various fort- 
the sea, unwholesome;" and "that she was not resses, on finding that the four nobles who had been 
permitted to make excursions through the kingdom, appointed guardians of the realm till the dispute 
nor to choose her female attendants." She was in was adjusted had basely abandoned Scotland to 
her sixteenth year. her fate, they, too, quietly gave up their trusts to 
Walter Earl of l\fenteith was at this time Edward, who (according to Prynne's "History") 
governor of the fortress, and all the offices of the appointed Sir Radulf Basset de Drayton governor 
city and of the nation itself were in the hands of of Edinburgh Castle, with a garrison of English 
his powerful family. Many Englishmen of rank ac- soldiers. According to Holinshed he personally 
companied the young queen-consort, and between took this Castle after a fifteen days' siege with his 
these southern intruders and the jealous Scottish warlike engines. 
nobles there soon arose disputes that were both On the vigil of S1. Bartholomew a list was 
hot and bitter. As usual, the kingdom was rent drawn up of the contents of the Treasury in the 
into two powerful factions-one secretly favouring Caslra de Edzilbllrg; and among other religious 
Henry, who artfully wished to have Scotland under' regalia we find mentioned the Black Rood of 
]1Ís own dominion; another headed by Walter Scotland, which St. Margaret venerated so much. 
Comyn, John de Baliol, and others, who kept By Edward's order some of the records were left 
possession of Edinburgh, and with it the persons in the Castle under the care of Basset, but all the 
Df the young monarch and his bride. These most valuable documents were removed to Eng- 
patriotically resisted the ambitious attempts of the I land, where those that showed too clearly the 
King of England, whose emissaries. on being joined ancient independence of Scotland were carefully 
by the Earls of Carrick, Dunbar, and Strathearn, I destroyed, or tampered with, and others were left 
and Alan Dureward, High Justiciary, while their 1 to moulder in the Tower of London. 
rivals were preparing to hold a parliament at I On the 8th of July, 1292, we find Edward again 
Stirling, took the Castle of Edinburgh by surprise, at Edinburgh, where, as self-styled Lord Paramount, 
and liberated the royal pair, who were triumphantly he received within the chapel of St. Margaret the 
conducted to a magnificent bridal chamber, and enforced oath of fealty from Adam, Abbot of Holy- 
afterwards had an interview with Henry at Wark, rood; John, Abbot of Newbattle; Sir Brian Ie Jay, 
in Northumberland. Preceptor of the Scottish Templars; the Prior of 
During the remainder of the long and prosperous St. John of Jerusalem; and Christina, Prioress of 
Teign of Alexander III. the fortress continued to Emanuel, in Stirlingshire. 
be the chief place of the royal residence, and for Bmce having refused to accept a crown shorn 
holding his courts for the transaction of judici3.1 of its rank, Edward declared in favour of the 
affairs, and much of the public business is said to pitiful Baliol, after which orders were issued to 
have been transacted in S1. Margaret's chamber. the captains of the Scottish castles to deliver 
In 1278 William of Kinghorn was governor, them up to John, King of Scotland. Shame at last 
and about this period the Castle was repaired and \ filled the heart of the latter; he took the field, and 
.strengthened. It was then the safe deposit of the I lost the battle of Dunbar. Edward, reinforced by 
principal records and the regalia of the kingdom. I fifteen thousand Welsh an
l a horde of Scottish 
And now we approach the darkest and bloodiest traitors, appeared before Edinburgh Castle; the 
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soldiers of the garrison made a fruitless defence was made on the night of the 14th of March-which 
till the 6th of June, 1296, wht:n they were CJ1l1- provt:d dark and stormy-at the most difficult 
pelled to capitulate-the weather bemg intensdy part of those precipitous bluffs which overhang the 
sultry and the wells having dried up. In accord-I Princes' Street Gardens, where a fragment of ruin. 
ance with Edward's usual sanguinary policy, the named Wallace's Cradle, is still visible. t:"nder his 
whole garrison was put to the "word with ruthless I guidance, with only thirty resolute men, Randolph 
cruelty, and Walter de Huntercombe, a baron of I scaled the walls at midnight, and, after a fierce 
Northumberland, was madt: governor of the new resistance, the garrison WJ.S overpowered. There 
one; but in the next year Wallace with his pa- are indications that some secret pathway, known to 
triots swept like a torrent over the Lowlands. , the Scottish garrison, e'\isted, for during some 
Victorious at Stirling, operations in 1821 
in P articular , he slew I I'
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knight of Gascony. I, _'
' . ''"'i'''' To prevent it from 
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I being re-captured or 
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queror ; he invaded '11"1 Castle, which for four- 
England in 13 11 , and and-twenty years after- 
JJjlll 
by the following year wards remained a de- 
had re-captured nearly CHAfiõCEL ARCH OF ST. MARGARET'S CHAPEL. solate ruin abandoned 
every castle but that of to the bat and the owl. 
Edinburgh, the reduction of which he entrusted to While in this state its shattered walls afforded 
the noble Sir Thomas Randolph of Strathdon, shelter for a single night, in 1335, to the routed 
Earl of Moray, who has been described as ,. a troops of Guy, Count of Namur, who had landed 
man altogether made up of virtues." at Berwick, and was marching to join Edward 
The English or Norman garrison suspecting III., but was encountered on the Burghmuir by 
the fidelity of Sir Piers, placed him in a dungeon, the Earls of Moray and March, with powerful 
and under a newly-elected commander, were pre- forces, when a fierce and bloody battle ensued. 
pared to offer a desperate resistance, when a ro-I Amid it, Richard Shaw, a Scottish squire, was 
mantic incident restored the Castle to the king , defied to single combat by a Flemi
h knight in a 
of Scotland. closed helmet, and both fell, each transfixed by the 
Among the soldiers of Randolph was one named other's lance. On the bodies being stripped of 
William Frank, who volunteered to lead an escalade their armour, the gallant stranger proved to be 
up a steep and intricate way by which he had been 1 a woman! While the issue of the battle was 
accustomed in former years to visit a girl in the still doubtful, the earls were joined by fresh 
city of whom he was enamoured. Frequent use had forces under Sir Alexander Ramsay of Dalhousie, 
made him familiar with the perilous ascent, and it William Douglas, and Sir David de Annan. The 
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Count's troops, chiefly cavalry, now ga,'e way, but I cunning enemy to whom the secret is unknown_ 
still fighting with the dogged valour of Walloons. The entrance is still seen in the side of the deeI> 
Part of them that fled by St. Mary's Wynd were draw-well, which served alike to cloak their pur- 
nearly cut to pieces by Sir David de Annan, who pose and to secure for the concealed a ready 
led his men battle-axe in hand. The few that I supply of pure water. From this point Ramsay 
escaped him joined others who had reached the often extended his ravages into Northumberland. 
Castle. There Covered with 
they slaughtered glory and honour. 
their horses, made '[ \1& the noble King 
a rampart of the 
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;, -i:-; --: Baliol, "and was 
III., still prose- a man very brave 
cuting the cause "WALLACE'S CRADLE," EDINBURGH CASTLE. and faithful to the 
of the minion Scots, and of 
Baliol against King David, re-fortified the ruin; and ' great use to them," according to Buchanan. 
on the 15th June Sir John de Kingeston was again I Under his directions, Walter Curry, of Dundee, 
appointed its governor; but he had a hard time of received into his ship two hundred select Scottish 
it; the whole adjacent country was filled byadven- soldiers, led by William Douglas, Sir Simon Fraser, 
turous bands of anned Scots. The most resolute Sir J olm Sandilands, and Bullock also. Anchoring 
and active of these was the band of Sir Ale)"ander in Leith Roads, the latter presented himself to the 
Ramsay of Dalhousie, whose place of retreat was governor as master of an English ship just arrived 
in the caves beneath the romantic house of Haw- with wines and provisions, which he offered to sell 
thomden, then the abode of a traitor named for the use of the garrison. The bait took all the 
Abernethy, and which are so ingeniously con- more readily that the supposed captain had closely 
structed as to elude the vigilance of the most shaven himself in the Anglo-Nonnan fashion. On 
4 
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the following day, accompanied by twelve armed fourteen years, dated at the Castle 28th October, 
men, disguised as seamen, with hoods over their 137 I. 
helmets, he appeared at the Castle gates, where they So often had the storm of war desolated its 
contrived to overturn their casks and hampers, so towers, that the Castle of Edinburgh (which 
as to prevent the barriers being closed by the became David's favourite residence after his re- 
guards and warders, who were instantly slain. At turn from England in 1357) was Îound to require 
a given signal-the shrill blast of a bugle-horn- extensive repairs, and to these the king devoted 
Douglas and his companions, with their war-cry, himsel[ On the cliff to the northward he built 
rushed from a place of concealment close by. Sir "David's Tower," an edifice of great height and 
Richard de Limoisin, the governor, made a bitter strength, and therein he died on the nnd Feb- 
resistance, but was overpowered in the end, and ruary, 1371, and was buried before the high altar 
his garrison became the prisoners of David 11., I at Holyrood. The last of the direct line of Bruce- 
who returned from France in the following month, I a name inseparably connected with the military 
"lccompanied by his queen Johanna; and by that 1 glory and independence of Scotland-David was a 
time not an Englishman was left in Scotland. But monarch who, in happier times, would have done 
miserable was the fate of Bullock. By order of a much to elevate his people. The years of his 
Sir David Berkeley he was thrown into the castle captivity in England he beguiled with his pencil, 
of Lochindorb, in l\Iorayshire, and deliberately and in a vault of Nottingham Castle "he left 
starved to death. On this a Scottish historian behind him," says Abercrombie, in his "Martial 
remarks, "It is an ancient saying, that neither the Achievements,"" the whole story of our Saviour's 
powerful, nor the valiant, nor the wise, long I Passion, curiously engraven on the rock with his 
flourish in Scotland, since envy obtaineth the I own hands. For this, says one, that castle became 
mastery of them alL" . as famous as formerly it had been for Mortimer's 
\Vhen, a few years afterwards, the unfortunate i hole." 
battle of Durham ended in the defeat of the Scots, i It was during his reign that, by the military 
and left their king a pri:>oner of war, we find ingenuity of J olm Earl of Carrick and four other 
in the treaty for his ransom, the merchants of knights of skill, the Castle was so well fortified, that, 
Edinburgh, together with those of Perth, Aberdeen, with a proper garrison, the Duke of Rothesay was 
and Dundee, binaing themselves to see it paid. able to resist the utmost efforts of Henry IV.. 
In 1357 a Parliament was held at Edinburgh for when he besieged it for several weeks in 14 00 . 
its final adjustment, when the Regent Robert The Castle had been conferred as a free gift upon 
(afterwards Robert II.) presided; in addition to Earl J olm by his father King Robert, and in con- 
the clergy and nobles, there were present delegates sequence of the sufferings endured by the inhabi- 
from seventeen burghs, and among these Edinburgh tants when the city was burned by the English, 
appeared at the head for the first time. under Richard II., he by charter empowered the 
In 1365 we find a four years' truce" ith Eng- citizens to build houses within the fortress, free of 
land, signed at London on the 20th 
Iay, and in fees to the constable, on the simple understanding 
the Castle on the 12th of June; and anotht:r for that they were persons of good fame. 


CHAPTER IV. 


CASTLE OF EDIXBURGH-(contÙlttcd). 


PrOgTess of the City-Ambassador of Charles Vl.- Edinburgh burned-Henry IV. baffled-Albany's Prophecy-Laws regarding the Building 
of Houses-Sumptuary Laws. I437-l\.lurder of James I.-Coronation of James H.-Court Intrigues-Lord ChancellorCril..hton-Arrogance 
of ,he Earl of Douglas- .Fac,ion \\ars-The Castle Besieged-" The Black Dinner "-Edinburgh walled-It. Strength-Bale-fires. 


THE chief characteristic of the infant city now was land, though its central street presented but a 
that of a frontier town, ever on the watch to take meagre line of thatched or stallC-sdated houses, 
arms against an invader, and resolute to resist him. I few of which were more than twenty feet in height. 
Walsingham speaks of it as a village; and in 1385 Froissart numbers them at 4,000, which would 
its population is supposed to have barely exceeded give a greater population than has been alleged. 
2,000; yet Froissart called it the Paris of Scot- , \\lth the accession of Robert n.-the first of the 
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Stuart monarchs-a new era began in its history, castles, resorted to the simple expedient of driving 
and it took a standing as the chief burgh in off all the cattle and sheep, provisions and goods, 
Scotland, the relations of which \\ ith England, for even to the thatch of their houses, and leaving 
generations after, partook rather of a vague pro- I nothing but bare walls for the enemy to wreak their 
longed armistice in time of war than a settled vengeance on; but they never put up their swords 
peace, and thus all rational progress was arrested tin, by a terrible retaliating invasion into the more 
or paralysed, and was never likely to be othemise fertile parts of Enbland, they funy made up for 
su long as the kings of England maintained the I their losses. And this wretched state of affairs, for 
insane pretensions of Edward I., deduced from I nearly 500 years, lies at the door of the Plantagenet 
Brute the fabulous first king of Albion! and Tudor kings. 
In [383 Robert II. was holding his court in The aged King Robert III. and his queen, the 
the Castle when he received there the ambassador once beautiful Annabella Drummond, resided in the 
of Charles YI., on the 20th August, renewing the I Castle and in the abbey of Holyrood alternately. 
ancient league with France. In the following year 'Yc are told that on one occasion, when the Duke 
a truce ended; the Earls of March and Douglas: of Albany, with several of the courtiers, were con- 
began the war with spirit, and cut off a rich convoy, versing one night on the ramparts of the former, 
on its way to Roxburgh. This brought the Duke' a singular light was seen afar off at the horizon, and 
of Lancaster and the Earl of Buckingham before I across the starry sky there flashed a bright meteor, 
Edinburgh. Their army was almost innumerable I carrying behind it a long train of sparks. 
(according to Abercrombie, following Walsingham), i "Mark ye, sirs!" said Albany, "yonder prodigy 
but the former spared the city in remembrance of portends either the ruin of a nation or the downfall 
his hospitable treatment by the people when he was I of some great prince ;" and an old chronicler omits 
among them, an e'\ile from the English court-a: not to record that the Duke of Rothesay (who, 
kindness for which the Scots cared so little that had he ascended the throne, would have been 
they followed up his retreat so sharply, that he laid David IlL), perished soon after of famine, in the 
the town and its great church in ashes when he re- I hands of Ramornie, at Falkland. 
turned in the fonowing year. I Edinburgh was prosperous enough to be able to 
In 1390 Robert III. ascended the throne, and in contriJJUte 50,000 merks towards the ransom of 
that year we find the ambassadors of Charles VI. IJames 1., the gifted author of " The King's Quhair" 
again \\Ítnessing in the Castle the royal seal and sig- I (or Book), who had been lawlessly captured at 
nature attached to the treaty for mutual aid and sea in his boyhood by the English, and was lelt 
defence against England in all time coming. This in their hands for nineteen years a captive by his 
brought Henry IV., as we have said, before the, designing uncle the Regent Albany; and though 
Castle in 1400, with a well-appointed and numerous his plans for the pacification of the Highlands kept 
army, in Auguo;t. I him much in Perth, yet, in 1430, he was in 
From the fortress the young and gallant David Edinburgh with Queen Jane and the Court, when 
Duke of Rothesay sent a herald with a challenge: he received the surrender of Ale'\.ander Earl of 
to meet him in mortal combat, where and when Ross, who had been in rebellion but was defeated 
he chose, with a hundred men of good blood on I by the royal troops in Lochaber. 
each side, and determine the war in that way./ As yet no Scottish noble had built a mansion in 
" But King Henry was in no humour to forego the Edinburgh, where a great number of the houses were 
advantage he already possessed, at the head of a I actuany constructed of wood from the adjacent 
more numerous army than Scotland could then forest, thatched with straw, and few w
re more than 
raise; and so, contenting himself with a verbal two storeys in height; but in the third Parliament 
equivocation in reply to this knightly challenge, he I of James I., held at Perth in 1425, to avert the 
sat down with his numerous host before the Castle conflagrations to which the Edinburghers were so 
till (with the usual consequences of the Scottish liable, laws were ordained requiring the magistrates 
I 
reception of such invaders) cold and rain, and to have in readiness seven or eight ladders of 
absolute dearth of provisions, compelled him to twenty feet in length, with three or four large saws, 
raise the inglorious siege, and hastily re-cross the; for the common use, and si'\ or more "cliekes of 
borders, without doing any notable injury either in I iron, to dnw. down timber and ruitres that are 
his progress or retreat."'" fired;" and that no fire was to be conveyed from 
When unable to resist, the people of the entire I one house to another within the town, unless in a 
to\\n and count ry, who were not secured in covcred vessel or lantern. Another law forbade 
. \\ il",o's .. Memori
ls." people on visits to live with their friends, but t9 
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resort to "hostillaries," for the encouragement of hoods;" and as to their gownes, that na woman 
the latter. weare mertrickes nor letteis, nor tailes unfit in 
During the reign of James I. and his successor length, nor furred under, but on the Halie-daie ;" 
laws were passed against excess in dress; and it and that no labourers nor husbandmen were to 
has been said that, though edicts were passed for wear anything on work-days but grey and white; 
everything in Scotland, even to the shape of a I and even on holidays but light blue, green, red, 
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oman's cap, it was perhaps the most lawless land .md their wives the same; the curdles of the latter 
in Europe. to be of their own making, and not to exceed the 
All save those who possessed 200 merks of price" of xl pennyes the elne." 
)'early rent were forbidden to wear silk or furs, or I By the same laws, advocates who spoke for money 
borderings of pearl or bullion: and the feminine in Parliament were ordaineù "to have habits of 
10ve of display attracted the :1ttention of Parlia- grene, of the fassoun of a tuneike, and the sleeves 
"ment at Edinburgh in 1457. It was ord.lined that to he oppin as a tabert." 
-citizens should make their wives and daughters I From the date of the cruel assassination of 
appear in costumes suitable to their estate and Jamts I.-the poet, soldier, and lawgiver.-may be 
[Josition; on their heads short curdles with little , considered thE time when Edinburgh became really 
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the permanent and undisputed capital of Scotland. with every solemnity, on the 25th of 
larch, 1437. 
Sorrow and indignation spread over all the realm The queen-mother was named his guardian, "ith 
when the fate of James was heard, and no place an allowance of 4,000 merks yearly, and Archibald 
seemed to afford such security to the royal person the great Earl of Douglas and Angus (Duke of 
as the impregnable Castle of Edinburgh; thus Touraine) was appointed lieutenant-general of the 
Quecn Jane, ignorant of the ramifications of that kingdom. During the two subsequent }ears the 
<:onspiracy by which her princely husband was little king resided entirely in the Castle under the 
slain (actually in her arms), instantly joined her custody of Crichton, now Lord Chancellor, greatly 
son James II., who since his birth had dwelt \ to the displeasure of the queen and her party, \\ho 
there. It was then in the hands of William Baron found him thus placed completdy beyond their 
<>f Crichton-a powerful, subtle, and ambitious \ control or influence. 
.,tatesman, who was l\Iaster of the Household. In shbrt, it was no longer the queen-motber, 
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RUl:o.s OF .tHE "'ELL-HOUSE TOWER. (FrolllaDrawi"g"}'
VallerH.Paton.R_.).A'> 


Within forty days nearly all concerned in the but the crafty Crichton, who had uncontrolled 
1l1urder of the late king were brought to Edin- custody of the little sovereign, and who thus was 
burgh, where the ignoble were at once consigned enabled to seize the revenues, and sunound him 
to the hangman; but for the Earl of Athol and I by a host of parasites, who permitted neither her, 

ther titled leaders were de"ised tortures worthy I nor the Regent, Sir Ale'\ander Livingstone of 
.alone of Chinese or Kaffir ingenuity. Crowned Callender, to ha,-e any share in the go, ernment. 
by a red-hot diadem as " King of Traitors, , at the I A bitter feud was the consequenLe, and Scotland 

larket Cross, after undergoing three days of un- again was rent into two hostile factions. a state of 
oCx'1mr led apnies in sight of thf' people and the I matters of which the English could not, as usual, 
Papal :'\uncio, afterwards Pius II., the body of the make profit, as they were embroiled among them- 
,earl was dragged nude through the streets; it was selves. The queen re,llainerl with the regent at 
.hen beheaded and quartered. Stirling, while her son W:lS lite:ally a prisoner at 
On the assembly of the Lords of Parliament. Edinburgh; but, womanlike, the mother formed a 
their first care was the coronation of James II., plan of her own to outwit the enemy. 
'Who was conducted in procession from the Castle Visiting the Castle, she profe"sed a great regard 
to the church of Holyrood, where he was crowned, for the Chanceìlor, and a desire to be with her son, 
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with whom she took up her abode. After having his son William, then in his sixteenth year; and 
effectually lulled all wspicion, she affected to re-: now the subtle and unscrupulous old Chancellor 
member a vow she had made to visit the White thought that the time had come to destroy with 
Kirk of Brechin (according to the "Chronicles of I safety a family he alike feared and lletested. In 
Pitscottie "), and bade adieu to the Chancellor over- the flush of his youth and pride, fired by the 
night, with many tender recommendations of the flattery of his dependents, the young earl, in the 
young king to his care. She set forth betimes next retinue and splendour that surrounded him far 
morning with her retinue, and baggage borne on surpassed his sovereign. He never rode abroJ.d 
sumpter horses. In one of the arks or chests with less than two thousand l,mces under his. 

trapped on one of these she had the young king banner, well horsed, and sheathed in mail, and 
concealed, with his own consent. He was tl1U
 , he actually, according to Buchanan, sent as his 
conveyed to Leith, and from thence by water to ambassadors to the court of France Sir Malcolm 
Stirling, where she placed him in the hands of the Fleming and Sir John Lauder of the Bass, to 
Regent Livingstone, while the haughty Douglas I obtain for him a new patent of the duchy ot 
kept aloof, as one who took no interest in the Touraine, which had been conferred on his grand- 
petty intrigues around the throne. Livingstone father by Charles VII. Arrogance so unwonted 
now unfurled the royal standard, levied troops, and and grandeur so great alarmed both Crichton and 
laid siege to the Castle of Edinburgh; but the wary Livingstone, who could not see where all this was. 
Chancellor, finding that he had been outwitted, to end. 
pretended to compromise matters by delivering ' I Any resort to violence would lead to civil war. 
thf keys of the gates into the hands of the king, He was therefore, with many flJ.tteries, lured to 
.lfter which they all supped together in the great I partake of a banquet in the Castle of Edinburgh, 
hall of the fortress. Crichton was confirnled in his accompanied by his brother the little Lord David 
office of Chancellor, and the other as regent and and Sir Malcolm Fleming of Cumbernauld. With 
guardian of the royal person, a state of affairs not every show of welcome they were placed at the 
fated to last long. I same table with the king, while the portcullis was 
Livingstone having quarrelled with the queen, suddenly lowered, the gates carefully shut, and 
, 
she carried off the young king again, and restored I their numerous and suspicious train excluded. 
him to the custody of the Chancellor in the Castle Towards the close of the entertainment a black 
of Edinburgh. Under the guidance of the Bishops bull's head-an ancient Scottish symbol that some 
of Moray and Aberdeen, then resident in the city, lone was doomed to death-was suddenly placed 
J. conference was held in the church of 51. Giles, upon the board. The brave boys sprang up, and 
making him and his rival joint guardians, which, 'drew their swords; but a band of Crichton's 
from their mutual dread and hatred of the Earl of vassals, in complete armour, rushed in from a 
Douglas, led to an amicable arrangement, and the chamber called the Tiring-house, and dragged 
young king chose the Castle as his future place of forth the three guests, despite the tears and en- 
residence. treaties of the young king. 
The great house of Douglas had now reached They were immediately beheaded-on the 24th 
the zenith of its baronial power and pride. The of November, 1440-according to Godscroft, "in 
earl possessed Annandale, Galloway, and other e'(- the back court of the Castle that lyeth to the west" 
tensive dominions in the southern counties, where (where the barracks now stand); in the great 
all men bowed to his authority. He had the hall, according to Balfour. They were buried in 
dukedom of Touraine and lordship of Longueville I the fortress, and when, in 1753, some workmen, in 
in France. He was allied to the royal family of I digging a foundation there, found the plate and 
Scotland, and had at his back a powerful force of handles of a coffin all of which were pure gold, 
devoted vassals, trained to arms, led by brave they were supposed to belong to that in which 
knights, who were ripe at all times for revolt and the Earl of Douglas was placed. Singular to say, 
strife. Crichton was never brought to trial for this terrible 
" The Regent and the Chancellor are both alike outrage. "Venomous viper!" exclaims the old 
to me," said he, scornfully; "'tis no matter which historian of the Douglases, "that could hide so 
may overcome, and if both perish the country deadly poyson under so faire showes ! unworthy 
will be the better; and it is a pleasant sight for tongue, unelesse to be cut oute for example to an 
honest men to see such fencers yoked together." ages! A lion or tiger for cruelty of heart-a ,,'aspe 
But soon after the potent Douglas died at or spider for spight!" He also refers to a rude 
Restalrig--;in June, 1440-and was succeeded by ballad on the subject, beginning- 
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I scarcely a trace of which now remains, except the 
; picturesque old ruin known as the Well-house 
Tower, at the base of the Castle rock. They ran 
along the southern declivity of the ridge on which 
This atf.1Ïr, instead of pacifying the country, only I the most ancient parts of the town were built, and 
led to ruin and civil strife. The Douglas took arms: after crossing the \Y est Bow -then deemed the 
under James, fourth Duke of Touraine and seventh grand entrance to Edinburgh-ran between the 
Earl of Douglas and Angus, and for a long space the High Street and the hollow, where the Cowgate 
city and neighbourhood were the scene of contest (which e"hibited then but a few minor edifices) now 
and ravage by the opposite factions. The Chancellor stands; they then crossed the main ridge at the 
remained secure in the Castle, and, to be revenged Nether Bow, and terminated at the east end ot 
on Sir John Forrester, who had laid waste his lands the North Loch, which was then formed as a 
at Crichton in 14..J.5, he issued forth with his defence on the north, and in the construction of 
troopers and garrison, and gave to fire and sword which the Royal Gardens were sacrificed. From 
all the fertile estates of the Douglases and For- I this line of defence the entire esplanade of the 
resters westnard of the city, including Blackness, Castle was e"cluded. ""ïthin these ancient 
Abercorn, Strathbroc, and Corstorphine; and, with I limits," says Wilson, "the Scottish capital must 
other pillage, carrying off a famous breed of I have possessed pecu.liar means of defence-a city 
Flanders mares, he returned to his eyry. I set on a hill and guarded by the rocky fortress, 
Douglas, who, to consolidate his power had there watching high the least alarms; it only 
espoused his cousin the Fair l\Iaid of Galloway, wanted such ramparts, manned by its burgher 
adding thus her vast estates to his own, and had now, watch, to enable it to give protection to its princes 
as hereditary lieutenant-general of the kingdom, I and to repel the inroads of the southern invader. 
.obtained the custody of the young king, came to The important position which it non held 111ay be 
Edinburgh with a vast force composed of the inferred from the investment in the following year 
Crown vassals and his own, and laid siege to the of Patrick Cockburn of N ewbigging (the Provost 
Castle, which the Chancellor defended for 1lille of Edinburgh) in the Chancellor's office as governor 
months, nor did he surrender even to a summons of the Castle, as well as his appointment, along 
sent in the king's name till he had first secured with other commissioners, after the great defeat of 
s1tisfactory terms for himself; while of his less the English at the battle of Sark, to treat for the 
fortunate coadjutors, some only redeemed their' renewal of a truce." It seemed then to be always 
lives with their estates, and the others, including "truce" and never peace! 
three members of the Livingstone family, were I In the Parliament of 1455 we find Acts passed 
beheaded within its walls. for watching the fords of the Tweed, and the 
The details of this long siege are unknown, but erection of bale-fires to give alarm, by day and 
to render the investment more secure the Parlia- night, of inroads from England, to warn Hume, 
ment, which had begun its sittings at Perth, was Haddington, Dunbar, Dalkeith, Eggerhope, and 
removed to Edinburgh on the 15th of July, I4.J6. Edinburgh Castle, thence to Stirling and the north 
After all this, Earl Douglas visited Italy, and in -arrangements which "ould bring all Scotland 
his absence during the jubilee at Rome in I..J.50, under arms in two hours, as the same system did 
Crichton contrived to regain the fa,'our of James at the time of the False Alarm in 1803. One 
II.. who having now the government in his own bale-fire was a signal that the English were in 
hands, naturally beheld with dread the vast power motion; two that they were advancing; four in a 
-of the house of Touraine. row signified that they were in great strength. All 
How Douglas perished under the king's dagger men in arms westward of Edinburgh were to 
in Stirling in 1..J.52 is a matter of general history. muster there; all eastward at Haddington; and 
His rival died at a very old age, three years every Englishman caught in Scotland was Ian fully 
afterwards, and was interred among his race in the prisoner of whoever took him (Acts, (lth ParI. 
the present noble church of Crichton, which he James II.). But the engendered hate and jealousy 
founr1ed. of England would seem to have nearly reached ÏIs 
Beneath the Castle ramparts the rising city was I culminating point when the (Ith Parliament of 
now fast increasing; and m (450, after the battle James VI., chap. (04, enacted, ungallantly, "that 
-of Sark, in which Douglas Earl of Ormond de no Scotsman marrie an Englishwoman without the 
I 
feated the English n ith great slaughter, it was king's license under the Great Seal, under pain cf 
-deemed necessary to enclose the city by walls, I death and escheat of mo\eaòles." 
I 


.. Edinburgh Castle, towne and tower, 
God grant thou sinke for sinne, 
An that even for tbe black dinner 
Earle Douglas got therein." 
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CHAPTER V. 


AFTER the royal marriage and coronation of 
James III. with Margaret of Oldenburg-both of 
which ceremonies took place with great pomp at 
Edinburgh in I..J.76, he unfortunately contrived to 
disgust his proud nobility by receiving into favour 
many persons of inferior rank. Thus, deep and 
dangerous intrigues were formed against him, and 
hv those minions he was soon made aware that his 
brothers-Alexander Duke of Albany, and John 
Earl of Mar-were fornling a conspiracy against 
him, and that the former aimed at nothing less than 
wresting the sceptre from his hand, and getting 
himself, with English aid, crowned as Alexander IV., 
King of Scotland and the Isles-a fact since proved 
by authentic documents. 
Instead of employing his authority as Warden of 
the :\Iarches in the repression of outrage, Albany 
broke the truce and burst into England more 


EDINBURGH CASTLE-(con/inued). 


James III. and his haughty Nobility-Plots of the Duke of Albany and Earl of :\Iar-!\Iysterious Death of Mar-Capture and Escape of [he Duke 
of Albany-Captivity of James III.-Richard of Glouoester at Edinburgh-The "Golden Charter" of the City-HThe Blue Blanket" 
-Accession of James IV.-Tournaments-"The Seven Sisters of Hothwick "-The iii" Flodden \VaHOO_The Reign of James V._ u Clean'Oe 
the Causeway !"-Edinburgh under the Factions of Nobles-Hertford Attacks the Castle-Death of Mary of Guise-Queen Mary', 
Apartments in the Castle-Birth of James VI. 


than once; he slew John of Scougal in East 
Lothian; and surrounded himself with a band of 
desperadoes, who at his behest executed the most 
nefarious crimes. 
The dark accusations under which he lay roused 
at length the suspicions of the king, who ordered 
the arrest of both him and Mar. Over the latter's 
fate there hangs a strange mystery. One his- 
torian declares that he died of fever in the Canon- 
gate, under the spells of witches who were burned 
therefor. Another records that he was bled to 
death in Craigmillar Castle; and the singular dis- 
covery there in 1818 of a man's skeleton built erect 
into the north wall was thought to warrant the 
adoption of the last account. 
In 1482 Albany was committed to the Castle 
of Edinburgh, a close prisoner in the hands of 
those who knew well that his accession to the 
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throne would ensure their total destruction, yet 
he escaped them. Aware that a day of trial was 
coming, and terrified by the unknown fate of Mar, 
some of his numerous friends contrived to acquaint 
him that in the Roads of Leith ther
 lay a small 
vessel laden with Gascon wine, by which he might 


"'", . ,..\- 


and also a strong rope, with a waxen Toll 
enclosing an unsi
ned letter, urging, "that he 
should lose no time in escaping, as the king's 
m;nions had resolved that he should die ere the 
morrow's sun set," but that the boats of the French 
vessel would await him at the harbour of Leith. 
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EDlNIJURGH CASTLE IN 1647. (Fro", Gordon if RothÙ!IIlafs Moþ,) 
a, the Cast!.; h, the Castl. Chapel 


escape if he made an effort. It is supposed that 
he was confined in David's Tower, for we are told 
it was one that arose from the northern verge of 
the rock, where the height of the precipice seemed 
to preclude the possibility of escape. He had 
but one attendant (styled his chalmer-chield) left 
to wait upon him, and to this follower he revealed 
his intention. From the vessel there came to 
him two small runlets said to contain wine, and 
they were carried to his apartment unexamined. 
The duke found that they contained malvoisie, 
5 


To lull suspicion, Albany invited the captain of 
the guard and three of his principal soldiers to sup 
with him, and aU these he succeeded in partially 
intoxicating. They sat drinking and gaming until 
the hour grew late; and then the royal duke found 
that the moment of fate had come! 
Snatching the captain's long dagger from his 
baldrick, Albany buried it again and again in his 
glittering breast; he despatched the intoxicated 
soldiers in the same fashion, and, in token of his 
hostility, with the assistance of his chalmer-chield 
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he barbarously threw the bodies on a great fire' England for aid against his turbulent barons, and 
that blazed in the fireplace of the tower; "and Edward IV. (though they had quarrelled about a 
there in their armour they broiled and sweltered matrimonial alliance, and about the restoration of 
like tortoises in iron shells." Locking the doors, Berwick) sent Richard, Duke of Gloucester, north, 
the fugitives hurriedly and stealthily reached the at the head of 10,000 auxiliaries, who encamped 
tow.er-head unseen. The attendant lowered him- on the Burghmuir, where the Duke of Albany, who 
self down first over the abutting crag, which there is affected a show of loyalty, joined them, at the very 
more than 200 feet in height, but the cord proving time that the rebellious nobles of James were 
too short it slipped from his hands, and he fell to sitting in council in the Tolbooth. Thither went 
the bottom senseless. Albany and Gloucester, the" crook backed Dick" 
This must have been a terrible crisis for the of Shakspere and of Bosworth, attended by a 
blood-stained .\lbany ! Hurrying back to his now thousand gentlemen of both countries, and the 
horrible apartment in the tower, he dragged the I parties having come to terms, heralds were sent to 
sheets from his bed, added them to the rope, I the Castle to charge the commander thereof to 
looped it round an embrasure, and lowered himself I open the gates and set the king at liberty; after 
safely down over rampart and rock to the bottom, which the royal brothers, over whose fraternisa- 
where he found his attendant lying helpless, with a tion Pitscottie's narrative casts some ridicule, rode 
broken thigh. Unwilling to leave him to perish, I together, he adds, to Holyrood, "quhair they re- 
Albany, with a sentiment that contrasts singularly mained ane long time in great merrines." 
with his recent ferocity, raised him on his shoul- William Bertraham, Provost of Edinburgh, with 
del's, and being a man of unusual strength and the whole community of the city, undertook to 
stature, he actually conveyed him to Leith, a dis- repay to the king of England the dowry of his 
tance of two miles; and, when the sun rose, the daughter the Lady Cecil, and afterwards they 
ship, with Albany, was out on the German sea. fulfilled their obligations by repaying 6,000 merks 
Daylight revealed the rope and twisted sheets to the Garter King-at-Arms. In acknowledgment 
hanging over the rampart of the tower. An alarm of this loyal service James granted to the city the 
was given, which the dreadful stench from the patent known as its" Golden Charter," by which 
locked chamber must have increased. The door the provost and bailies were created sheriffs of 
was opened. Albany was gone, but the half-con- their own boundaries, with other important privi- 
sumed corpses were found in the fireplace; and leges. Upon the craftsmen he also conferred a 
James III. refused to believe in a story so incre- banner, said to have been made by the queen and 
dible till he had visited the place in person. if. her ladies, still preserved and known popularly as 
Albany fled to England, the king of which re- the" Blue Blanket," and it was long the rallying 
fused to deliver him up. Thus war was declared, point of the Burgher-guard in every war or civic 
and James marched from the Burghmuir with broil. Thus, James VI., in the" Basilicon Doron," 
5 0 ,000 men and a train of guns, under the master points out to Prince Henry-" The craftsmen think 
of the ordnance, a stone-mason, whom, with great I we should b . e content with their work how bad 
impolicy, he had created Earl of Mar. At Lauder soever it be; and if in anything they be controuled, 
the nobles halted; hanged all the king's minions. up goes the Blue Blanket! " 
over the bridge in horse-halters, and disbanded This banner, according to Kincaid, is of blue 
the troops; and then the humbled and luckless silk, with a white St. Andrew's cross. It is swallow- 
James returned to the Castle, where for many tailed, measuring in length from the pole ten feet 
months, in [4 8 [, he remained a species of prisoner two inches, and in breadth six and a half feet. It 
in the custody of its commanders, the Earls of bears a thistle crowned, with the mottoes: "Fear 
Athol and Buchan, who, it has been supposed, God and honour the King with a long lyffe and 
would have murdered him in secret had not the a prosperous reigne ;" and" And we that is Trades 
Lord Darnley and other loyal barons protected shall ever pray to be faithfull for the defence of 
him, by never leaving his chamber unguarded by his sacred Maiesties royal person till Death." 
night or day. There he remained in a species of James III. was noted about this time for the 
honourable durance, while near him lay in a dun-\ quantity of treasure, armour, and cannon he had 
geon the venerable Earl of Douglas, who scorned stored up in the Castle, his favourite residence. 
to be reconciled, though James, in his humility, In David's Tower stood his famous black kist 
made overtures to him. He appealed at last to (probably the same which is now in the Crown 
room), filled with rare and costly gems, gold and 
. Lmdc'ay, Dmmmond, Scott, Buchan, &c. silver specie, massive plate, and a wonderful col- 
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lection of glittering jewels, of which Tytler gives proclamation, for jousting, offering such meeds of 
the list. In the "inventory" of the Jewel House honour as a golden-headed lance, or similar 
are mentioned five relics of Robert Bruce, viz., favours, presented by his own hand or that of 
four silver goblets and a shirt of mail, "King some beautiful woman. Knights came from all 
Robert's serk," as it is written. Among his countries to take part in these jousts; " bot," 
cannon were two great French curtalds, forty-six says Pitscottie, "few or none of tlmme passed 
other pieces of various calibre, and sixteen field- away unmatched, and oftimes overthrown e." 
waggons, with a vast quantity of military stores of One notable encounter, witnessed by the 
every description. king from the Castle wall, took place in 1503, 
The quarrels between James and his arrogant when a famous cavalier of the Low Countries, 
nobles deepened day by day. At last, says Gods- named by Pitscottie Sir John Cochbevis, chal- 
croft, a story went abroad that it was proposed lenged the best knight in Scotland to break 
to invite them all to a banquet in the great hall a spear, or meet him à olltra/lce in combat to 
of the Castle, and there cut them off root and the death. Sir Patrick Hamilton of the house 
branch! This startling rumour led to others, and of Arran took up his challenge. Amid a vast 
all culminated in the battle of Sauchieburn, where concourse, they came to the barriers, lanced, 
J ames perished, under the dagger of an assassin, horsed, and clad in tempered mail, with their 
on the lIth of June, 1488-a monarch who, more emblazoned shields hung round their necks. At 
than any other of the Stuarts, contributed towards sound of trumpet they rushed to the shock, and 
the permanent prosperity of the Scottish metro- splintered their spears fairly. Fresh ones were 
polis. "By favour of his charters its local juris- given them, but as Hamilton's horse failed him, 
diction was left almost exclusively in the hands they drew their two-handed swords, and en- 
of its own magistrates; on them were conferred countered 011 foot. They fought thus t, for a full 
ample powers for enacting laws for its governance, hour, till the Dutchman being struck to the 
with authority in life and death-still vested in its ground," the king cast his plumed bonnet over 
chief magistrate-an independence which was the wall to stay the combat, while the heralds 
afterwards defended amid many dangers down to and trumpeters proclaimed the Scottish knight 
the period of the Union. By his charters, also in victorious. 
their favour, they obtained the right, which they But the court of James was distinguished for 
still hold, to all the customs of the haven and other things than the science of war, for during 
harbour of Leith, with the proprietorship of the his brilliant reign Edinburgh became the resort of 
adjacent coast, and all the roads leading thereto." men high in every department of science and 
On the accession of James IV., in his boyhood, art; and the year 1512 saw the Provost of St. 
he sent a herald fro-n Leith to demand the sur- Giles's, Gavin Douglas, translating Virgil's "iEneid" 
render of the Castle, and a commission consisting into Scottish verse. 
of the Lord High Treasurer, Sir William Knowles In the Castle there resided, about [503. Lady 
(afterwards slain at Flodden), and others, took :\Iargaret Stuart, the daughter of James, by Mar- 
over all the personal property of the late ling. garet Drummond of that ilk, whom he is said to 
The inventory taken on this occasion, according have married clandestinely, and who was removed 
to Tytler, affords a pleasing and favourable idea by some Scottish conspirators "to make way 
of the splendour of the Scottish court in those for a daughter of England," as an old historian 
days. has it. She was poisoned, together with her two 
In the treasurer's accounts we have many curious sisters; and in August, 1503, "the daughter of 
entries concerning the various Scottish harpers, England" duly came in the person of Margaret 
fiddlers, and English pipers, that performed here Tudor, whose marriage to James at Edinburgh 
to amuse James IV. "July [0, 1489; to Inglish was conducted with great splendour and much 
pyparis that carn to the Castel yet and playit to rejoicing. 
the king, viij lib. viij s." In 1509 James employed llis master gunner, 
During the reign of the chivalrous and splendid Robert Borthwick, to cast a set of brass ord- 
James IV.-who was crowned at Kelso-Edin- nance for the Castle, all of which were inscribed 
burgh became celebrated throughout all Europe as -Macllina Slim, Scoto Borthwick Fabrirnta, Roberto. 
the scene of knightly feats. The favourite place for Seven of these were named by James" the sisters," 
the royal tournaments was a spot of ground just being remarkable for their beauty and size. Borth. 
below the Castle rock, and near the king's stables. wick also cast within the Castle the bells that now 
There, James in particular, assembled the nobles by! hang in the cathedral of St. :\1:1f;nns :1.1 Kirhwall. 
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James IV., while preparing for his fatal invasion 
in 1513, went daily to the Castle to inspect and 
prove his artillery, and by the bursting of one of 
them he narrowly escaped a terrible death, like 
that by which his grandfather, James 11., perished 
at Roxburgh. "The seven sisters of Borthwick," 
referred to by Scott in " Marmion," were captured, 
with the rest of the Scottish train, at Flodden, 
where the Earl of Surrey, when he saw them, said 
there were no cannon so beautiful in the arsenals 
of King Henry. 
After the accession of Jame" V" the Castle was 


named the Forge and Gun Houses, Lower Am- 
munition House, the Register and J ewe! Houses, 
the Kitchen Tower, and Royal Lodging, contain- 
ing the great hall (now a hospital). Westward 
were the Butts, still so-called, where archery was 
practised. There were, and are still, several deep 
wells; and one at the base of the rock to the 
northward, in a vault of the 'VeIl-house Tower, 
between the west angle of which and the rock wa!:. 
an iron gate defended by loopholes closing the 
path that led to St. Cuthbert's church. A massi,'e 
rampart and two circular bastions washed by the 
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THE BLUE BLANKEr, OR STA:<ÐARD o
. THE INCORPORATED TRADES OF EDINBURGH. 
(From tM Trade
 ]l-Iaide,,'s Hospital, Rt1lba,,".) 


improved by the skill of the royal architect, Sir 
James Hamilton of Finnart, and greatly streng- 
thened; but its aspect was very different from that 
which it bears now. 
The entire summit of the stupendous rock was 
crowned by a lofty wall, connecting a series of 
round or square towers, defended by abuut thirty 
pieces of cannon, called "chambers," which were 
removed in 1540. Cut-throats, iron slangs, and 
arquebnses, defended the parapets. Two tall edi- 
fices, the Peel and Constable's Towers connected 
by a curtain. faced the city, overlooking the Spur, 
a vast triangular ravelin, a species of lower castle 
that covered all the summit of the hill. Its walls 
were twenty feet high, tnrreted at the angles, and 
armed with cannon, The Constable's Tower was 
fifty feet high, Wallace's Tower, a little below it, 
defer-ded the portculIis. St. Mar;aret's Tower and 
L'avid's we have alrearly referred to. The others 
that abutted on the rocks were respt:ctively 


loch. defended the keep of the ravelin on that side, 
where Sir Patrick Blackulder was slain by the 
Douglases in 1526 when attempting to swim his 
charger across to escape their lances anù hackbuts. 
In May, 1820, when a drain was being dug here, 
a coffin was found containing an entire skeleton, 
near it lay the skull of another. The treasurer's 
accountS show the strength of the garrison in the 
following year, when the comptroller was ordered 
to provide for 400 sollliers in "Ed n Castell, for 
keeping the samyn frae Inglishmen." There are 
seldom more there now, in the reign of Victoria. 
In tracing the history of this fortress it is iIr- 
possible not to refer occasionalIy to the city of 
which it was the origin before coming to the 
general annals of the latter. The defeat at 
Flodden on the 9th of September, 15 J 3, caused 
a consternation in Edinburgh unusual even in 
those days of war and tumult. The wail that 
went through the streets is still remembered in 
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history, tradition, and in song. Professor Aytoun to the Pleasance, crossing the Cowgate foot, where 
finely reproduces the feeling of anguish in his well- I stood the Cowgate Port. From there to the Nether 
known ballad of" Edinburgh after Flodden" :- Bow Port the enclosure was completed by the 
west side of St. Mary's Wynd, and perhaps part 
of the old wall of 1450. Descending Leith Wynd, 
which was also closed by a port, the wall ended 
at the foot of the North Loch, which was then the 
artificial defence of the city on that side, the waters 
of it being regulated by a dam and sluice. These 
King 
walls were added to and strengthened from time to 
knew time as suspicions occurred of the English: at Leith 
Wynd by Act of Parliament in 1540; another adJi- 
tion in r 560 to the foot of Halkerston's Wynd, near 
the present North Bridge; and in 1591 all were 
repaired with bulwarks and flankers; the last 
addition being, in 1618, at the Greyfriars Port. 
They had all become ruinous in 1745. The 
whole length of the old wall was about one mile, 
that of the new was one mile three furlongs. 
Hemy VIII. was too full of his French war to 
All the remaining male inhabitants capable of bear- follow up the advantage won at Floddell; and 
ing arms were ordered to be in readiness; a standing poor Scotland had now to experience again the 
watch (the origin of the famous old Town Guard) evils that attend a long minority, for James V. 
was constituted, and five hundred pounds Scots was but two years old when he succeeded to the 
were even levied for the purchase of artillery. The throne.. 
narrow limits of the wall of James II. had proved By the will of James IV. Queen Margaret was 
too confined for the increasing city, and npw that appointed Regent during their son's minority; but 
there was dread of a retaliatory invasion by a she lost her power by an impolitic marriage with 
victorious enemy, the inhabitants of the Cow- the Earl of Angus, whereupon John Duke of Al- 
gate-then a new and aristocratic suburb-became bany succeeded her as Regent. This brave and 
naturally alarmed to find they were beyond the wise prince was the son of that Alexander whose 
circumvallation of 1450. They felt themselves shut daring escape we have detailed, and he had high 
out in the unprotected country! "But they-the interest in France, where he espou
ed Anne de la 
citizens-did certainly retain their native character Tour of Vendôme; but prior to his arrival there 
for prudence, as scarcely a house arose beyond had ensued one of those dreadful street skirmishes 
the second wall for 250 years; and if Edinburgh which were so peculiar to Edinburgh in those 
increased in any respect, it was only by piling new days. 
fl.lts on the ancient royalty, and adding to the On the queen's marriage with his feudal rival, 
height rather than to the extent of the city." the Earl of Arran, attended by every Hamilton he 
Several traces of the "Flodden \Vall," as it was could muster, marched into the city, and laid 
named, still exist. claim to the Regency, as nearest of blood to the 
This defence, which was built with incredible king. Angus was not slow in following him 
speed, had many gates and towers, crenelated and thither, with 500 spearmen and several knights. 
furnished with emùrasures and loopholes, and The moment that Arran heard of his approach, 
was of vast strength and height, with a terrcpleine he assembled the nobility of the west counlry, at 
of earth in some parts. especially to the south. I the Archbishop of Glasgow's quaint old turreted 
Descending from the Castle in a south-westerly house, which stood at the eastern corner of the 
direction, it crossed the Portsburgh at th,e foot of I Blackfriars Wynd, but has quite recently been 
the Grassmarket, where there was a bamer called pulled down. He ordered the gates to be secured, 
the West Port; a.nd 
scendin
 the steep V,ennel--:-I b
t too late; the D0l1g1ases .were al
ead
 in the 
where much of It stIll remams-to Lauriston, It I CIty, where a dreadful commotIOn was Imnllnent. 
turned due eastward to the corner of Teviot Row, While Arran held a conference, Angus was in 
from whence it ran acutely northward to the Bristo his to\\'n mansion, near the curious old street 
Port. Thence it ran nearly eastward by the south I called the West Bow, the last vestiges of which 
of the present university and Drummond Street I have nearly disappeared. His friends conveyed 


.. \Voe, and woe, and lamentation, what a piteous cry was 
there! 
\Viùows, maidens, mothers, children, shrieking, sobbing in 
despair! 
Through the streets the death-word rushes, spreading terror, 
sweeping on- 
e Jesu Christ! our king has fallen-oh, great God, 
James is gone! 
Oh, the blackest aay for Scotland that she ever 
before! 
Oh, our king, the good, the nob:e, shall we never see him 
more? 
\Voe to U', and woe to Scotland! Oh, our sons, our sons 
anù men! 
Surely some have 'scaped the Southron, surely some will 
come again! ' 
Till the oak that fell laòt winter shall uprear its withered 
stem, 
\Vives and mothers of Ðunedin,ye may look in vain for them 1" 
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to him an intimation that he was to be made wounded began to cumber the causeway In every 
prisoner, and advised him to lose no time in direction. 
assuming the defensive, On this he sent his uncle, I The Hamiltons gave way, and, sword in hand, 
the famous Gavin Douglas, Bishop of Dunkeld, the exasperated Angus drove them headlong down 
to remonstrate with the archbishop, Arran, and the Biackfriars Wynd, killing them on every hand. 
others present, "to caution them against violence, The Earl of Arran and a kinsman hewed a passage 
and to inform them that if they had anything to I out of the mèlée, and fled down an alley on the north 
allege against him he would be judged by the laws side of the High Street. At the foot they found 
of the realm, and not by men who were his avowed a collier's horse, and, throwing the burden off the 
enemies." Meanwhile he put on his armour, and animal, both mounted it, though in armour, swam 
drew up his spearmen in close array near the it across the loch to the other side, and escaped 
Nether-Bow Port-the Temple Bar of Edinburgh I among the fields, where now Princes Street stands. 
-a gate strongly fortified by double towers. Many Douglases perished in the skirmish, which 
""hen the Bishop of Dunkeld entered the arch- was long remembered as "Cleanse the Causeway." 
bishop's house in the Blackfriars Wynd he found Of the Hamiltons eighty were slain on the spot, 
all present armed, and resolved on the most despe- including Sir Patrick son of the first Lord Hamil- 
rate measures. Even the archbishop woæ a coat ton, and the Master of Montgomery, according to 
of mail, covered by his ecclesiastical costume, and Hawthornden. The archbishop fled to the ad- 
in the dispute that ensued he concluded a vehe- jacent Blackfriars church for sanctt;ary, but the 
ment speech by striking his breast, and asseverat- I Douglases dragged him from behind the altar, 
ing-" There is no remedy! The Earl of Angus rent his episcopal habit from his back, and would 
must go to prison. Upon my conscience I cannot have slain him had not the Bishop of DunkeId 
heIp it ! " interfered; and he was permitted to fly afoot to 
As he struck his breast the armour rattled. Linlithgow, sixteen miles distant. 
" How now, my lord?" said the Bishop of Dun- Towards the termination of the fight 800 borJer 
keld; "I think your conscience clatters! We troopers, under th
 Prior of Coldingham (Angus's 
are priests, and to bear arms or armour is not brother), came galloping in, and finding the gates 
consistent with our profession." and wickets closed, they beat them in with ham- 
The archbishop eXplained" that he had merely mers; but by that time the fray was over. 
provided for his own safety in these days of con- This was but a specimen of the misrule that 
tinued turmoil, when no man could leave his house pervaded the whole realm till the arrival of the 
but at the hazard of his life." I Regent Albany. when the Parliament at Edinburgh 
Numbers of citizens and others had now joined named four peers as guardians of the young king 
Angus, who was exceedingly popular, and the people and his infant brother, permitting the queen to name 
handed weapons from the windows to all his fol- other four. On this being adjusted, the Duke of 
lowers who required them. He barricaded all the Albany and these peers in their robes of state, 
entrances to the steep wynds and closes leading from attended by esquires and pages, proceeded to the 
the High Street to the Cowgate, and took post Castle, at the gate of which they were received by 
himself near the head of the Blackfriars Wynd. I a singular tableau of an imposing description. 
Sir James Hamilton of Finnart came rushing up- The barriers were thrown open, and on the 
ward at the head of the Hamiltons to attack the summit of the flight of forty steps which then gave 
Douglases. Angus, who knew him, ordered the I access to them, stood the beautiful queen of that 
latter to spare him if possible, but he was one heroic king who fell at Flodden, holding by the 
of the first who perished in the fierce and bloody hand the little James V., while a pace or two 
fray that ensued, and involved the whole city in behind her stood a noble lady, supporting in her 
universal uproar. I arms his infant brother. \\'ith real or affected 
"A Douglas! a Douglas!" "A Hamilton! a sweetness of manner she asked their errand. 
Hamilton! Through! Through!" such were the I "Madam," replied the royal duke, "we come 
adverse cries. by the authority of Parliament to receive at your 
The many windows of the lofty and gable-ended hands our sovereign and his brother." 
houses of the High Street were crowded with the I Margaret Tudor stepped back a pace, and 
excited faces of spectators; the clash of swords and ordered the portcullis to be lowered, and as the 
crash of pikes, the shouts, yells, and execrations grating descended slowly between her and the four 
of the combatants as they closed in fierce conflict, I delegates, she said :- 
added to the general consternation, and killed and I " I hold this Castle by 
ift from my late husband, 
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your king, and will yield it to no power whatever. 
Büt I respect that of the P.uliament, and require 
six days to consider its demand; for most impor- 
tant is my charge, and my councillors, abs! are 
now few," she added, bursting into tears, probably 
as she thought of the many 
" Who on Flodden's trampled sad, 
For their king and for their country, 
Rendered up their souls to God." 
Alarmed at a refusal so daring, Angus entreated 


her brother, Henry VII!., by complaining that she 
had been little else than a captive in the Castle of 
Edinburgh. 
Meanwhile the Duke of Albany had taken up 
his residence at Holyrood, and seems to have pro- 
ceeded, between 1515-[6, with the enlargement of 
the royal buildings attJ.ched to the Abbey House, 
in continuation of the works carried on there by 
the late king, till the day of Flodden. Throughout 
the minority of James V. Edinburgh continued tc 
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PLAN OF EDINIJURGH, SHOWING THE FLODDEN WALL. (Ba..d on ,;oraon 0/ RdhÜmay's Maþ. 1 6 47.) 


her to obey the Estates, and took an instrument be disturbed by the armed contentions of the 
to the effect that he had no share in it; but she nobles, especially those of Angus and Arran; and 
remained inexorable, and the mortified delegates in a slender endeavour to repress this spirit the 
returned to report the unsuccessful issue of their salary of the Provost was augmented, and a small 
mission. Aware that she was unable to contend guard of halberdiers was appointed to attend him. 
with the Estates, she secretly retired with her sons Among those committed prisoners to the Castle 
to Stirling, and, after placing them in charge of the by Albany were the Lord Home and his brothel' 
Lords Borthwick and Fleming, returned to her William for treason; they escap('d, but were re- 
former residence, though, according to Chalmers, taken, and beheaded 16th October, r 5 16 , and 
she had no right of dowry therein. Distrusting the I their heads were placed on the Tolbooth, if. Huntl}" 
people, and, as a Tudor, distrusted by them, she and Moray were next prisoners, for fighting at the 
remained aloof from all, until one day, escorted head of their vassals in the streets; and the next 
by Lord Home and fifty lances, she suddenly rode I was Sir Lewis Stirling, for an armed brawl. 
to the Castle of Blackadder (near Berwick), from 
whence she endeavoured to enlist the sympathy of . Crawfo.d', "Lives," 
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Stirling had been paying his addresses to a girl 
possessed of great attractions, daughter of Richard 
Lawson of the Highriggs, Provost in 15 0 4 (and 
whose house there was remO\ed only in [87 8 ). 
but proving less successful than Meldrum of the 
Binns-whose feats of chivalry ha\oe been sung 
by Lindesay of the 
Iount-he attacked the latter 
at the head of fifty horse, near the Rood Chapel 
in Leith Loan, though his rival had only eight fol- 
lowers, and a mortal combat with sword and axe 
ensued. Meldrum unhorsed Sir Lewis, and would 
have slain him had not his faithful henchman, by 
interposing, received the sword-thrust in his own 
peart. The prowess of Meldrum's troopers is 
evinced from the fact that they slew twenty-six of 
Stirling!s men, but the former was left for dead, 
covered with wounds; "yet," saith Pitscottie, "Le 
the mychtie power of God he escaped death, and 
lived fiftie years thairaftir." The Chevalier de la 
Be.lUté, the ddesteù Lieutenant-Governor under 
Albany, at the head of the mounted French gen- 
darmerie, pursued Stirling to th
 Peel of Linlith- 
gow. He stormed it, and sent this fiery lover t.) 
the Castle of Edinburgh, where he was sentenced 
to death, but was pardoned and set free, while 
the cl1e,,-alier was soon after sl
in by Home of 
"" edderburn, who knitted his head to his saddle- 
bow. 
During this time little James V. resided perma- 
nently in the Castle, pursuing his studies under the 
tuition of Gawin Dunbar, afterwards Archbishop 
of Glasgow, all unconscious of the turmoils in pro- 
gress every" here, and so completely forgotten Ly 
the actors in them, that his sister, the Countess 
of Morton. with her friends, had, more than once, 
to repair the royal apartments and replenish his 
wardrobe. Though placed in the fortress for 
security, he was permitted to ride abroad on a 
little mule that was kept for his use, but always 
under escort of _\lbany's guards, clad in scarlet 
doublets sla..hed with Llack, and armed with 
partisan and dagger, Dread of a pestilence which 
broke out in the garrison caused his removal to 
Craigmillar, when:, by the courtesy of Lorò 
Erskine, his mother was permitted to visit him, 
till the other guardians, hostile to English influ- 
ence and suspicious of her power, removed him to 
his former residence. James is said to have de- 
lighted in conversing with the soldiers, and when 
handling their sworùs and hackbuts his cheeks 
were seen to flush and his eyes to sparkle with the 
ardour of a brave boy when contemplating military 
objects. 
When Albany returned from visiting France, in 
15 2 I, the queen-dowager, Beaton, and so many 


others came in his train to Hol) rood, that Angus, 
who had quarrdleù with Margaret, and was the 
sworn foe of them all, quitted the city, and wa.. 
eJ\.iled for tumults he had e'\.cÎted dming the 
absence ot the Regent. As the only means 01 
terminating the frightful anarchy that prevaileù, it 
was resolved to im'est James, now in his twelfth 
year, with full sovereign power; and thus, on the 
nnd August, 1524, he made his solemn entry into 
the Tolbooth, preceded by the crown, sceptre, and 
sword of state. 
The irrepressible Angus, backed by the Doug- 
lases, seized the government in the following year, 
scaled the city walls on the night of the 24 th 
November, beat open the ports, and fairly cap- 
turing Edinburgh, made a Douglas PrO\ost thereof. 
And such was the power he possessed, that the 
assassins of M'Lellan of Bombie-who was slain 
in open day at the door of St. Giles's church- 
walked with impunity about the streets; while the 
queen herself deemed his safe-conduct necessary 
while she resided in EdinLurgh, though Parliament 
was sitting at the time; and so the king returned 
again to honourable durance in the dilapidated 
palace of the Castle, or onl) put in an appearance 
to act as the puppet of his governor. 
At this crisis Arran and his faction demanded 
that Parliament should assemble in the Castle-hall 
as a security against coercion; but Angus vowed 
that it should continue to meet in its usual place; 
and as the king was retained within the Castle, he 
cut off all communication between it and the city 
with 2,000 men, on whom the batteries opened; 
but eventually these differences were adjusted, and 
the luckless young king was permitted to attend 
Parliament in state. 
On All Saints' Day a thunderbolt struck a turret 
of David's Tower, and hurled some fr.lgments down 
the rocks, setting fire to the apartments of Margaret. 
who narrowly escaped with her life. 
In 15 26 , John Earl of Lennox, at the head of 
numerous forces, marched towards Edinburgh, 
intent on rescuing the king from the intolerable 
thraldom of Angus; but the latter caused his 
namesake the Provost to ring the alarm bell, 
display the banner of the city, and put it on its 
defence. He òid more. He compelled James to 
lead out the citizens against his own friends. He 
issued forth by the West Port, at the head of 
all the men of Edinburgh and Leith, but came in 
time only to witness the death of Lennox in the 
battle of Linlithgow Bridge, where he was cruelly 
slain by Sir James Hamilton, after he had SUl- 
renòered his sword to the Laird of Pardowie. 
Queen Margaret, who had now dimrced Angus, 
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.md married Henry Stuart Lord 1\Iethven, on I retired in the night towards Linlithgow with his 
linding that the former was about to seize her hastily levied troops. 
dower-lands, fled, \,ith her third husband and all Lord E\ers, with 4,000 horse, had now joined 
his vassals, to the Castle of Edinburgh, and, joining the English from Bel\\ ick, and Hertford arrogantly 
her son, prepared to resist to the last; but Earl demanded the instant surrender of the infant 
.\rchibald only laughed when he heard of it; and, queen; and being informed that the nation would 
clispla}ing his banner, invested the fortress at the perish to a man rather than submit to terms so 
head of his own vassals and those of the Crown. ignominious, he advanced against Edinburgh, from 
'Iargaret found that she dared not disobey, and whence came the Provost, Sir Adam Otterburn, to 
her soldiers capitulated. make terms, if possible; but Hertford would have 
U.tthed in tears, on her knees, at the outer gate, nothing save an unconditional surre'lder of life and 
quailing under the grim e
e of one who was so I property, together with the little queen, then at 
recently her husband, at his command she placed Stirling. 
the keys "in the hands of her son, then a tall and "Then," said the Provost, "'twere better that 
handsome youth, improring pardon for her husband, the city should stand on its defence! " He 
fur his brother Sir James Stuart, and la<;tly for galloped back to put himself at the head of the 
herself. Angus smiled scornfully beneath his barred citizens, who were in arms under the Blue Blanket. 
helmet at her constrained submission, and haughtily The English, after being repulsed with loss at the 
directed the Lord Methven and others to be im- Leith Wynd Port, entered by the 'Yater Gate, 
prisoned in the towers from which they had so advanced up the Canongate to the Nether Bow 
lately defied him." Port, which they blew open by dint of artillery, and 
In 1528, James, at last, by a midnight flight with a terrible slaughter of the citizens ensued. _\ll re- 
only two attendants, escaped the Douglas thrall, sisted manfully. Among others was one named 
and fled to Falkland Palace, after which e\'ent, with Da,id Halkerston of Halkerston, who defended 
a decision beyond hi
 years, he proceeded to assert the wynd that for 300 years bore his name, and 
his 0\\ n authority, and summoned the estates to perished there sword in hand. Spreading through 
meet him at Stirling. The I>ouglases "ere de-I the city like' a flood, the English fired it in eight 
clared outlaws and traitors, whereupon _\ngus and places, and as the High Street was then encumbered 
all the barons of his name fl.:è to England. 1\ ith heavy fronts of ornamented timber that erst had 
On the death of James V., in 1542, the Regent grown in the forest of Drumsheugh, the smoke of 
Arran thoroughly repaired the Castle, and appointed the blazing mansions actually drove the invaders 
governor Sir James Hamilton of Stanehouse, a gal- out to ravage the adjacent country, prior to which 
lant soldier, who prO\ ed worthy of the trust reposed they met with a terrible repuhe in an attempt 
in him when, in 1544, Henry VII 1., exasperated at to attack the Castle. Four days Hertford toiled 
the Scots for declining to fullil a treaty, made by an before it, till he had 500 men killed, an incredible 
English faction, affiancing the young Queen Mary number wounded, and some of his guns dismounted 
to his only son Edward, sent the Earl of Hertford by the fire of the garrison. Led by Stanehouse, 
\\ ith an army, and 200 sail under Dudley Lord the Scots made a sortie, scoured the Castle hill, 
l'Isle to the Forth, with orders, so characteristic of and carried off Hertford's guns, among which 
a ferocious despot, " to put all to fire and sword; to \\ ere some that they had lost at Flodden. The 
burn Edinburgh, raze, deface, and sack it; to beat English then retreated, leaving Edinburgh nearly 
.(own and overthrow the Castle; to sack Holyrood one mass of blackened ruin, and the ",hole country 
lnd as many towns and villages as he could; to burned and wasted for seven miles around it. 
SJ.ck Leith, bum, and subvert it, and all the rest; 'Vhen, three years after, the same unscrupulous 
putting man, woman, and child, to fire and s\\ord, leader, as Duke of Somerset, won that disastrous 
\\ ithout exception.""*" battle at pinkie-a field that made 360 women 01 
Hertford suddenly landed with 10,000 men near Edinburgh widows, aml where the united shout 
an old fortalice, called the Ca<;tle of Wardie, on raised by the victors as they came storming over 
the beach that bordered a desolate moor of the Edmondston Edge was long remembered-Stane- 
same name, and seizec 1 Leith and Newhaven. house was again summoned to surrender; but 
Cardinal Beaton and the RC",ent Arran lay in the I though menaced by 26,000 of the English, he 
vicinity with an army. The former proposed bat- maintained his charge till the retreat of Somerset. 
tIe, but the latter, an irresolute man, declined, and, Insteaù of reconciling the Scots to an alli.mce 
___ _ _ __ __ __ I with England-in those d:1.\'s a measure alike 
. T)tler. 1 u!lsafe and unp.ll.ltable-all this strengthened the 
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old one with France. So their young queen was ' sword in hand, and the ports closed upon them 
betrothed to the Dauphin, and 6,000 French and well guarded. 
auxili
ries 
ame to strengthen the power of 
Iary I On 
a
c
 28, 1559, Mary of Guise, with a 
of Gmse, wIdow of James V., who was appomted sorely dmnl1lshed court, took up her residence in 
Regent during the minority of her infant daughter. the fortress; she was received with every respect 
During. .the year 1545-6, the Castle was for a brief by Lord Erskine, who, as the holder of the Queen's 
period the scene of George 'Vishart's captivity. garrison, was strictly neutral between the contend- 
Mary of Guise was imprudent, and disgusted the ing parties. The Reformers were now in arms with 
haughty nobles by bestowing all places of trust the English auxiliaries, so the French, who hold 
upon Frenchmen, and their military insolence soon I waO'ed war throuah all Fife and the Lothians were 
o 0 ' 
roused the rage of the people, who were at all compelled to keep within the ramparts of Leith, 
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JOHN DUKE OF ALBANY, AND QUEEN MARGARET.. (From a Pic!ur. i" toss...io" of tl.. Marquis oj But..) 


times impatient of restraint. Thus fierce brawls the operations against which the fair Regent, though 
ensued, and one of these occurred in the city in labouring under a mortal illness, which the cares of 
1554, between an armourer and a French soldier; state had aggravated, watched daily from the summit 
a quarrel having arisen concerning some repairs on I of David's Tower. Her illness, a virulent dropsical 
the wheel-lock of an arquebuse, the latter, by one affection, increased. She did not live to see the 
blow of his dagger, struck the former dead in his fall of Leith, but died on the loth of June, 15 60 . 
Dwn shop. The craftsmen flew to arms; the Her death-bed was peaceful and affecting, and by 
soldier was joined and rescued by his countrymen; her own desire she was attended by Knox's pani- 
and a desperate conflict ensued with swords, pikes, cular friend, John \\'illox, an active preacher of 
and Jedwood axes. Sir James Hamilton of Stane- the Reformation. Around her bed she called the 
hi:>use, who was now Provost of the city as weìl as 
I . Pinkerton is of opinion that thi.5 painting was a species of satire 
governor of the Castle, malched at once to aid the d;recled at the intrigues of the persons depicted. 'the figure behind 
citizens. He was slain in the lIlê/ée an;! left lyin" the Queen i. believed to be that of a Scots Guard; and the butterfl}", 
. .' , , inkstand. dice. and other minute accessories, are all !uPP?sed to have a 
on the causeway, together with hIS son James and significance that would be readil}" unde"tood at the tome when the, 
many more; but the FreDch were driven out I picture wa_ painted. 
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great leaders of that movement, and with cold and r she had" eleven tapestries of gilded leather; eight 
hard hostility they gazed upon her wasted but once of the' Judgment of Paris'; five of the' Triumph of 
beautiful features, as she conjured them in moving Virtue'; eight of green velvet brocaded with great 
terms to be loyal men and true to Mary, the girl- trees bearing armorial shielùs and holly branches; 
queen of Scotland and of France, and touchingly ten of cloth of gold and brocaded taffeta; thirty 
she implored the forgiveness of all. The apart- more of nMssive cloth of gol.d, one bearing the 
ment in which she expired is one of those in the story of the Count de Foix, eight bearing the 
royal lodging, within the present half - moon ducal arms of Longueville, five having the history 
battery. The rites of burial were denied her of King Rehoboam; four the hunts of the Uni 
body, and it lay in the Castle lapped in lead till corn; as many more of the story of Æneis, and 
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EDINBURGH CASTLE, FROM THE SOUTH-WEST. 
(Fac.simile of n Dutch Engraving from a Dra'1.vÙ'K by Gor Ion nf R otlz.l
",ay.) 


the I 9th October, when it was borne to Leith by 
a party of soldiers, and conveyed to Rheims, in 
Champagne, where her sister was prioress of a 
convent. 
After this her young widowed daughter-whose 
reign and residence imparted a splendour to the 
fortress which it had not hitherto known-landed at I 
Leith in August, IS6I, and was conducted to her 
palace amid pageantry to which we shall refer when 
describing other royal progresses through the city. 
Mary and Lord Darnley frequelltly resided in the 
Castle; and the records of the Scottish J ewe1 
House evince the elegance with which her apart- 
ments had been fitted up. In them we find that 


CASTRVl-l I.DINENSE 'l""a&olimARx. PVl".LLAllYl>L 
7hc c,!/1!l of [j:n!w-rc'rf" þcm. 
-tile 'WCH- !Porte. 6y J. G. 



 



J r:: t- 
l
,' . 
= . 


 +, 1 .,
 
'\ ...
 , ';t. " 

 ' 
- \ 



s II 
';;" 
 
i'!"ì _ 
--
 =- 
- ..,... 


t- l
, 

r" 

 
-
_. '-" 
...., ""00-' . 
 

 '.,. 

t<. 



. 
-."- 
.... 


I
I T 


""i 
Ï\ç--o':. 



 
'" 


, j 


:JI 
j-:- . "';::JC\ ::::t.
 

J , ,........" 
..,.
."-
--.......,
 '-.
 
'."/ ,\\ "". - " 
\\ .,. ,"\ '. 
-
 


, 
'.' 


":', 



...
 


." 


-;- 



 


, , 
i,"'t-. 



 
. 

.. , 


" 
...' 


:o
 
. ('t 


". '<... 



-_.:.
't .," :;/'- 


one of the tale of Tobit. The floors were 
of polished oak, covered with sixteen Turkey 
carpets; the tables were of massive oak elaborately 
carved; the chairs of gilded leather with cushions 
of brocade and damask, the high backs being 
carved with the royal crown and cypher; while 
the quantity of cloth of gold in the hangings of 
the beds and decorations of the apartments is truly 
amazing. Here, too, Mary kept her little library 
It consisted of [S3 volumes. The con.. 
tents of its shelves, however heterogeneous, evince 
how superior were the mind and attainments of 
Mary to those of the preachers and nobles who 
surrounded her." 
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As the time of her accouchement ùrew near, 
he 
was advised by the Lords of Council to remain in 
the fortress and await it; and a former admirer 
of Mary's, the young Earl of Arran (captain of the 
archers), whose love had turned his brain, was 
sent from his prison in Daviù's Tower to Hamilton. 
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A French Queen shall bear.: the sonne 
To rule all Britainne to the sea, 
And he from the Bruce's blood shall come 
As near as to the ninth degree." 


According to the journalist Bannatyne, Knox's 
secretary, :\Iary was delivered with great ease by 
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STO:olE WHICH FOR'IERI.Y STOOD OVER THE BARRIER-GATEWAY OF EDI:l:BURGH CA:.l"LJ:.. 
(FrOl1l tJl
 OligÙlt
1 Il0'2V ill tM Muse/till of 1M Soczi.ty of Antiquaries (1J Scotl'lnd.) 


On the ground floor at the south-east corner of the the necromantic powers of the Countess of 
Grand Parade there still exists, unchanged and I John E.ul of Athole, who was deemed a sor- 
singularly irregular in form, the room wherein, at i ceress, and who cast the queen's pains upon 
ten o'clock on the morning of the 19th of June, the Lady Reres, then in the Castle. An interest- 
15 66 , was born James VI., in whose person the I ing conversation between Mary and Darnley took 
rival crowns of :\[ary anù Elizabeth were to be I place in the little bed-room, as recorded in the 
united. A stone tablet over the arch of the old I ., :\[emoirs" of Lord Herries. Darnley came at 
doorway, with a monogram of Hand :\1 and the I two in the afternoon to see his royal spouse and 
date, commemorates this event, unquestionably the child. "My lord," said the queen, "God has 
greatest in the history of Britain. The royal arms I gi\'en us a son." Partially uncovering the face of 
of Scotland figure on one of the walls, and an orna- I the infant, she added a protest that it was his. and 
mental design surmounts the rude stone fireplace, I no other man's son. Then turning to an English 
\\ hile four lines in barbarous doggerel record the gentlemar. present, she said, "This is the son who, 
birth. The most extravagant joy pervaded the I I hope, shall first unite the two kingdoms of Scot- 
entire city. Public thanksgiving was offered up in land and England." Sir William Stanley said, 
St. Gil:s's, and Sir James :\lelv.iIle started on the I "Why
 madam, shall he succeed before your majes
y 
spur with the news to the English court, and rode and his father?" " Alas)" answered Mary, "hIs 
with such speed that he reached London in four father has broken to me," alluding to the con- 
dar s , and spoiled the mirth of the envious Eliza- spiracy against Rizzio. "Sweet madam," said 
beth for one night at least with the happy news. Darnler, ., is this the promise you made--that 
And an old prophecy, alleged to be made by you would forget and forgive all?" "I have for- 
given all," replied the queen, "but will never 
forget. "'hat if Faudonside's (one of the assassins) 
I pistol had shot? What would have become of 
I both the b.lbe and me?" ":\Iadam," replied 
I Darnley, "these things are past." "Then," said the 
queen, " let them go." So ended this conversation. 
I [t is a curious circumstance that the remains of 
an infant in an oak coffin, wrapped in a shroud 
I marked with the letter I, were discovered built up 
I in the wall of this old palace in August, 18 3 0 , 
I but were re-consigned to their strange place of 
CIPHER OF LORD D \RNUY AND QUf,FN 
IARY. I sepulture by order of General Thackeray, com- 
(Ot',r mtr(mc
 /0 tlu Royal Aþar/11Imts. Edmburgh Castl
) I manding the Ropl Engineers in 
cotland. 
Thomas the Rhymer, but proved by Lord Hailes .When John Spotswood, supenntendent of Lo- 
to be a forgery, was now supposed to be fulfilled- I tillan, and other R?formed clergymen, came to 
.. I rowever it happen for to fall, congratulate :\Iary 111 the name of th-=: General 
The :'}"cn ,h:dl be lord or alii I Assembly, he begge(1 that the young Duke oi 
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Rothesay might be baptised in Protestant form. fortresses into his possession. Sir J..lmes B.ll1our, 
1'he queen only replied by placing the child in ' a minion of Bothwell's-the keeper of the famous 
his arms. Then the aged minister knelt down, and silver casket containing the pretended letters and 
prayed long and fervently for his happiness and sonnets of l\1.lry- surrendered that of Edinburgh, 
prosperity, an event which so touched the tender bribed by lands and money as he marched out, and 
Mary that she burst into tears, howe,'er, the: the celebrated Sir William Kirkaldy of Grange was 
prince was baptised according to the Roman ritual I appointed governor in his place. That night the 
at Stirling on the 5th of December. fated Regent Moray entered with his friends, and 
The birth of a son produced little change in slept in the same little apartment ",'herein, a year be- 
Darnley's licentious life. He perished as history 1 fore, his sister had been delivered of the infant now 
records; and on Bothwell's flight after Carberry, t proclaimed as James VI. ; but instead of keeping his 
and Mary's captivity in Loch1even, the Regent I promise to Balfour, Moray treacherously made him 
Moray resolved by force or fraud to get all the I a prisoner of st.lte in the c.lstle of St. .\ndrews. 


CHAPTER YI. 


ED I" ßURGll C.\STLL-\COllti"14n/). 


The Siege of 157J-The City Ðombarcled from the ( :!ode-Elizabeth's SpV-Drury.s Di"po
itions for the Siege-Execution of Kirkaldy 
-Repair of the R'.Jin'ò-Execution of 
lorton-\ i
lt o( Charles l.-Proce!<lsion to Holyrood-Coronation of Charles I.-The Stntggle 
again!JÞ[ Evi
l.')lJacy-Siege of (640-The Spectre Drummer-J"esieged by Cromwell-Under the Pwlector-The Rt:..tomtion-1he 
.\rg)les 
-The Accession of James VII -Sentence of the Ea.l of Argyl
-Hi!' clt=ver Escape-Irnpri
oned four }ear.. later-The Last Sleep of 
Argyle-His Death-Torture of Co'\enanters-Proclamation of William and Mary-l he Siege of J689-Jnterview between Gordon 
and Dundee -1 he Castle invested-BliUiant Defence-C;}pitu1ation of the Duke of Gordon -The Spectre of Clavelhou
e. 


MARY escaped from Lochleven on the 2nd of May, sive Regents, till Morton was fain to seek aid 
1568, and after her defeat fled to England, the from Elizabeth, to wrench from her helpless refuge/; 
last country in Europe, as events showed, "herein the last strength that remained to her; amI most 
she should have sought refuge or hospitality. readily did the English queen agree thereto. 
After the assassination of the Regent Mora}, to A truce which had been made between Morton 
his successor, the Regent Morton, fell the task of and Kirkaldy expired on the 1st of January, 1573 
subduing all who lingered in arms for the e"iled and as the church bel]s toned six in the morning, the 
queen; and so well did he succeeù in this, that, Castle guns, among which were two 48-pounders, 
save the eleven acres covered by the Castle rock French battardes, and English cuh erins or 18- 
of Edinburgh, which was held for three years by pounders (according to the " Memoirs of Kirkaldy"), 
Sir \\ïlliam Kirkaldy of Grange with a garrison opened on the city in the. dark. It was then full 
resolute as himself, the whole country was now I of adherents of James \'1., so Kirkaldy cared not 
under his rule. where his shot fell, after the gun had been dis- 
Kirkaldy, \\ hose services in France and else- charged which warned all loyal subjects of the queen 
I I . 
where had won him the high reputation of being that they should retire. .\5 t 1e grey wmter dawa 
"the bravest soldier in Europe," left nothing un- stole in, over spire and pointed roof, the can- 
done, amid the unsettled state of affairs, to nonade was chiefly directed from the eastern cur- 
strengthen his post. He raised and trained soldiers tain against the new Fish Market: the baskt-ts in 
without opposition, seized all the provisions that which were beaten so high in the air. that for days 
were brought into Leith, and garrisoned St. Giles's after their contents were seen scattered on the tOp3 
church, into the open spire of which he swung of the highest houses. In one place a single shot 
up cannon to keep the citizens in awe. This was killed fi\'e person.> and wounded twenty others. 
on the 28th of March, 1571. After the Duke of Selecting a night when the wind was high and 
Chatelherault, with his Hamiltons-all queen's men blowing eastward. Kirkaldy made a sally, and set 
_ marched in on the 1st of May, the gables of on fire all the thatched houses in West Port and 
the church \\ere loopholed for arquebuses. Im- Castle Wynd, cannonading the while the unfor- 
mediate means were taken to defend the town I tunates who strove to quench the flames that rolled 
against the Regent. Troops crowded into it; others away towards the east. In March Kirkaldy reso- 
were mustered for its protection, and this state I lutely declined to come to terms with :\Iorto

 t
ough 
of affairs continued for fullv three years, during earnestly besou;;ht to do so by Henry KIIIIgre w , 
which Kirkaldy baffled the efforts of four succes- who came ostensibly as an English envoy, but in 



<j
 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Edinburgh Castle. 


reality as a spy from Elizabeth. "He was next began to invest the Castle with his paid Scottish 
visited, in a pretended friendly manner, by Sir I companies, who formed a battery on the Castle 
William Drury, 
lizabeth's Mars
al of Berwick, hill, from. which Kirkaldy drove them all in rout 
the same who bUIlt Drury House III Wych Street, on the mght of the 15 th . On the following day, 
London, and who fell in a duel with Sir John Sir William Drury, in direct violation of the 
Burroughs about precedence, and from whom Treaty of Blois, which declared "that no foreign. 
. r 
Drury Lane takes Its name. When about to enter troops should enter Scotland," at the head of the 
the. Castle gate, an English. deserter, who had I old ba.nds of Berwick, about 1,5 00 men, marched 
enlIsted under Queen l\'Iary
 In 
l1em,ory of some 1 for EdInburg
: A trumpeter, on the 25 th of April, 
grudge, was about to shoot hIm wIth hIS arquebuse, summoned Kukaldy to surrender; but he replied 
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ROOM IN EUDIBURGH CASTLE DI \\HIe/! JA)IES n. WAS DORN. 


when he was seized, and gIVen up by Sir William 
Kirkaldy. This courtesy was ill-requited by his 
"isitor, whose sole object was to note the numbers 
of his garrison and cannon, the height and strength 
c.f the walls, &c." In anticipation of a siege, the 
citizens built several traverses to save the High 
Street from being enfiladed; one of these, formed 
between the Thieves' Hole and Bess'Vynd, was two 
ells in thickness, composed of turf and mud; and 
another near it was two spears high. In the city, 
the Parliament assembled on the 17th of January, 
with a sham regalia of gilt brass, as Kirkaldy had 
the crown and real regalia in the Castle. 
When joined by some English pioneers, Morton 


by hoisting, in place of the St. Andrew's ensign, a 
red flag on David's Tower as a token of resistan;e 
to the last. 
Five batteries had been erected against him 
by the 15th of May. These were armed with 
thirty guns, including two enormous bombardes or 
100-pounders, which were loaded by means of a 
crane; a great carthoun or 48-pounder j and many 
18-pounders. There was also a movable battery 
of falcons. Under the Regent Morton, the first 
battery was on the high ground now occupied by the 
Heriot's Hospital; the second, under Drury, opposed 
to St. Marg:uet's Tower, was near the Lothian 
Road; the third, under Sir George Carey. and the 
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fourth, under Sir Henry Lee, were somewhere near I sieged dependeJ chiefly for water. This great 
St. Cuthbert's church; while the fifth, under Sir battery then covered half of the Esplanade. 
Thomas Sutton, was on the line of Princes Street, I Holinshed mentions another spring, St. Margaret's 
and faced King David's Tower. Well, from which Kirkalùy's men secretly obtained 
All these guns opened simultaneously on Sunday, water till the besiegers poisoned it! By this time 
the 17th of l\Iay, by salvoes; and the shrieks of the survivors were so exhausted by toil and want 
the women in the Castle were distinctly heard of food as to be scarcely able to bear armour, Or 
in the camp of the Regent and in the city. work the remaining guns. Un the 28th Kirkaldy 
The fire was maintained on both sides with un- I requested a parley by beat of drum, and was 
abated vigour-nor were the arquebuses idle-till lowered over the ruins by ropes in his armour, to 
the 23rd, when Sutton's guns having breached arrange a capitulation; but Morton would hear 


...., 

, ,
 
,II ,f ( 
" '{ 
'" 
I '- 
, /I' I, ' ,
 
? / t / ,., ....' 
l' 1f,''i< 
 
.1.11. I
 f I I.. 
 

 


,r, 
d" 
," 
I 



 


.l{1 Y"'ø-' 
lø /Jl' ,4- 

 I " 
 ' ",f' 
. ,/ ' '.. 
/1 11 J r / 
, 'I ' ",- 
" I! " 
" 


',þ: 


, 
I' '1'..- 
. I 
I 


-
 = 


;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;- 


-- ,I III 


11% 
J, I 
'\1 1 ' 


-- i' 


<

 '"" 
 
 ' 
 rr' JI'" 
;'-
.:----= 
 
\., r.J 
 =- 1"1 .. , _ '.lJll 
 - 
 

 Ii' I 
 y ;y---
 - '--=F _ -
 
ÆC 
'[
. 

: 
' ' \.Lo. '//--
.
.=;:: ..
 l' - -"-
 - 
 ð 
 , 

 -...- 
 3 
 

 Jr. 
-- -= 
 . _ !?

 
-Æ- ; "- Er-
 
 
 _ _I =- 

 -, ,-,: 

_..
.--... 

 -
 
 
 
 
f 
 
... -
,"",
-",-
;ï.;. 
 1 - 
 
. 1 - II- C:-
 . n 


",
:;.;J1ç ] = .--= 
 - 
-4...... 
 

::;", 
...,.. ..::; =----- 
 ,. - - '
-r 
.. 

: 
r;:
 _ - - ;. - - / - --o-
-,:;;_ 
:r '- ,
= -;" - !-:'-1t-}1l 

 :----=-r '7 '?" -wr:: .
. 
..., ,>,,,,' t ,:
. \ J, ". 
 'ð.'F-_ 
I \ ","-,' s...'
'" .,\ Jt' ,71' -6 J 

 '(
'" 
.I. ' 
 ""^':O\ ,. '.",,
,' .' 

 
 '"", . 9 r' /
. I 
., '" I "l
' '!II:' I I II J 

"",. li\.( " ;J;I'(
\ 
, 
', ,l l' " : 
 41, J } , 
/
' >.., {"
 
," I t,' t

 . , . ' J ;1. ,'',J/ 
j ", 1'
 W
 " ...' .1' '\,! , 
t /I ", II ' / , ,I, Jø" Iq" ';'. 'r' . 

 ,/, 
 ../ ' " ",'II' 
I
 I ,.... , -9 ,. I I 
I. " fl iP , , '. lI
i '- .: 
". .,:. 1/1/ I 


'" 


A:\CIDIT POSTERN AXD TURRET NEAR THE QUEEN'S POST, 


David's Tower, the enormous mass, with all its of nothing now save an unconditional surrender, 
guns and men, and with a roar as of thunder, came so the red flag of defiance was pulled down on lie 
crashing over the rocks, and masses of it must have following day. By the Regent's order the Scottish 
fallen into the loch 200 feet below. The Gate companies occupied the breaches, with orders to 
Tower with the portcullis and \Vallace's Tower, exclude all Englishmen. "The governor delivered 
were battered down by the 24th. The guns of his sword to Sir William Drury on receiving the 
the queen s garrison were nearly silenced now, and solemn assurance of being restored to his estate' 
cnes of despair were heard. The great square and liberty at the intercession of Queen Elizabed: 
Peel anù the Constable's Tower, with the curtain The remnant of his garrison marched into the city 
between, armed with brass cannon-edifices of in armour with banners displayed; there came 
great antiquity-came crashing òown in succession, forth, with the Lord Home, twelve knights, 100 
and their dé/11'ls chokecl up the still existing draw- soldiers, and ten boys, with several ladies, in- 
wells. Still the garrison did not quite lose eluding the Countess of Argyle." The brave COlli- 
neart, until the besiegers got possession of the mander was basely delivereò up by Drnry to the 
Spur, within which was the well on which the be- , vindictive power of the Regent; and he and his. 
7 
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brother Sir James, with t\
o burgesses of the city, ' I a deadly brawl which roused the whole city in arms 
were drawn backwards In carts to the market and brought the craftsmen forth with morions, 
cross, where they were hanged, and their heads plate sleeves, and steel jacks, and when the entire 
were placed upon the ruined castle walls. Within High Street bristled with pikes and J edwood axes, 
the latter were found twenty-two close carts for that Parkhead, when summoned, gave up the for- 
ammunition, and 2,400 cannon balls. tress to the Earl of Mar, to whom the Earl of )'Ior- 
The whole garrison were thrust into the dungeons ton delivered the regalia and cro\\n je\\els, conform- 
of adjacent castles in the county; and four sol- I ably to an ancient inventory, receiving in return a 
diers-Glasford, Stewart, Moffat, and .l\Iillar-"de- I pardon for all his misdemeanours-a documen. 
elared traitors" for having assisted Kirkaldy "in that failed to save him, when, in 1580, he was con- 
the demolishing and casting down of the bigginis, I demned and found guilty of that crime for which 
showting great and small peissis, without fear of he had put so many others to death-the murder 
God or remorse of conscience," had to do public I of Darnley-and had his head struck off by the 
penance at one of the doors of St. Giles's for "Maiden," an instrument said to be of his own adop- 
three days" cleid in sack cleith." if tion, dying unpitied amid the execrations of as- 
The Regent made his brother, George Douglas sembled thousands. Calderwood relates that as he 
of Parkhead (one of the assassins of Rizzio), was being conducted captive to the Castle, a woman, 
governor, and he it was who built the present half,. whose husband he had put to death, cursed him 
moon battery, and effected other repairs, so that loudly on her bare knees at the Butter Tron. His 
a plan still preserved shows that by 1575 the for- head was placed on a port of the city. 
tress had in addition thereto eight distinct towers, From this period till the time of Charles 1. little 
facing the town and south-west, armed by forty concerning the Castle occurs in the Scottish annals, 
pieces of cannon. exclusive of Mons Meg, arque- save the almost daily committal of State prisoners 
busses, and cut.throats. Over the new gate Morton to its dungeons, some of which are appalling 
placed, above the royal arms, those of his own' places, hewn out of the living rock, and were then 
family, a fact which was not torgotten when he lost destitute nearly of all light. From one of these, 
his head some years after. Mowbray of Bambougle, incarcerated in 1602 for 
In 1576, Alexander Innes of that ilk being sl.lying a servant of James VI. in the palace of 
summoned to Edinburgh concerning a lawsuit with Dunfermline, in attempting to escape, fen headlong 
a clansman, Innes of Pethknock, met the latter through the air, and was dashed on the stony 
by chance near the market cross-then the chief pathway that led to the Royal Mews 300 feet 
promenade-and amid high words struck him dead below. His body was quartered, and placed on the 
with his dagger, and continued to lounge quietly Cross, r\ether Bow, Potter Row, and West Ports. 
near the body. He was made prisoner in the In May, 1633, Clurles I. visited the capital of 
'Castle, and condemned to lose his head; but pro- his native country, entering it on the 16th by the 
cured a remission from the corrupt Regent by West Port, amid a splenrlour of many kinds; and 
relinquishing one of his baronies, and gave an on the 17th, under a salute of fifty-two guns, he 
entertainment to an his friends. "If I had my proceeded to the Castle attended by siJ\.teen 
foot once loose," said he, vauntingly, "I would I coaches and the Horse Guards. He remained in 
fain see if this Earl of Morton dare take possession I the royal lodgings one night, and then returned 
of my land!" This, though a jest, was repeated to Holyrood. On the 17th of June he was again 
to Morton, who retained the bond for the barony, I in the Castle, when the venerable Earl of Mar gave 
but, according to the history of the Innes family, a magnificent banquet in the great hall, where 
had the head of Innes instantly struck off within many of the first nobles in Scotland and England 
the fortress. ! were, as Spalding states, seated on each side 
So odious became the administration of Morton of Charles. To that hall he was conducted next 
that, in 1578, James VI., though only twelve years morning, and placed on a throne under a velvet 
,of age, was prevailed upon by Argyle and Athole canopy, by the Duke of Lennox, Lord High 
to summon the peers, assume the government, and Chamberlain of Scotland. The peers of the realm 
dismiss Morton, an announcement made by heralds then entered in procession wearing their crimson 
at the cross on the 12th of March, under three velvet robes, each belted with Þis sword, and with 
salutes from the new half,.moon; but it was not his coronet borne before him. The Chancellor, 
until many scuffles with the people, culminating in Viscount Dupplin, addressed him in the name of the 
Parliament. Charles was then conducted to the gate, 
. Keith's" Register"; .. Maitland Club Mi.cell2ny." from whence began a procession to Holyrood; 
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and long it was since Edinburgh had been But most of the assembled multitude looked 
the scene of anything so magnificent. Every darkly and doubtfully on. In almost every heart 
window was crowded \\ ith eager faces, and every there lurked the secret dread of that tampering 
house was gay with flowers, banners, and tapestry. with the Scottish Church which for years had been 
"Mounted on a roan horse, and having a saddle conspIcuous. 
of rich velvet sweeping the ground, and massive with Charles, with great solemnity, was crowned king 
pasements of gold, Alexander Clark, the Provost, of Scotland, England, France, and Ireland, by the 
appeared at the head of the bailies and council to Bishop of St. Andrews, who placed the crown upon 
meet the king, while the long perspective of the his head; and on the 18th July he left Edinburgh 
crowded street (then terminated by the spire of on his return to London. Under the mal-influence 
the Kether Bow) was lined (as Spalding says) by of the zealot Laud ruin and civil war soon came, 
a brave company of soldiers, all clad in white when Episcopacy was imposed upon the people. 
"atin doublets, black veh.et breeches, and silk A committee of Covenanters was speedily fonned 
stockings, with hats, feathers, scarfs, and bands. at Edinburgh, and when the king's commissioner 
These gallants had dainty muskets, pikes, and gilded arrived, in 1638, he found the Castle beset by 
partisans. Si)o,. tmmpeters. in gold lace and scarlet, armed men. His efforts at mediation were futile; 
preceded the procession, \\ hich moved slowly from and famous old " Jenny Geddes" took the initiative 
the Castle gate. by dashing her 
Then came the 
 stool at the 
lords in their \ . . 
' . _ 
, Dean's head in St. 
robes of scarlet r---L- --,-- - '-;: Giles's church. 
: ' j -------., I 
ermined and __ 7"i,. 
, But Jenny's real 
laced, riding, with name is now 
long foot-man- said to have 
tles; the bishops been Barbara 
in their white Hamilton. All 
rochets and lawn Scotland was up 
sleeves looped in arnIS against 
with gold; the Ptì rì 
 i t- " 
,ff,t-.;f
-6.. Episcopacy. War 
viscounts in scar- f'f \1'. 'Ii 7

''':'';-- ,h
 -?-
 was resolved on, 
let robes; Had- ,; and \\pith a noble 
dington bearing EXTABLATURE ABOVE THE GATEWAY, EDINBURGH CASTLE. ardourthousands 
the Privy Seal; of trained Scot- 
Morton the Treasurer's golden mace, with its globe of tish officers and soldiers, who had been pushing 
sparkling beryl; the York and Norroy English kings- their fortune by the shores of the Elbe and the 
at-anTIS with their heralds, pursuivants, and tmm- Rhine, in Sweden and Gernlany, came pouring 
peters in tabards blazing with gold and embroidery; home to enrol under the banner of the Covenant; 
Sir James Balfour, the Scottish Lion king, pre- a general attack was concerted on every fortress 
ceding the spurs, sword, sceptre, and crown, borne in Scotland; and the surprise ot Edinburgh was 
by earls. Then came the Lord High Constable, undertaken by the commander of the army, Sir 
riding, "ith his bâton, supported by the Great Alexander Leslie of Balgonie, Marshal of Sweden 
Chamberlain and Earl Marshal, preceding Charles, under Gustavus Adolphus-a soldier second to 
who was arrayed in a robe of purple velvet once none in Europe. 
worn by Janles IV., and having a foot-cloth em- This he achieved successfully on tlIe evening of 
broidered with silver and pearls, and his long train the 28th :!\larch, when he blew in the barrier gate 
upborne by the young Lords Lome, Annan, Dal- with a petard. The Covenanters mshed through 
keith, and Kinfauns. Then came the Gentlemen the Spur sword in hand, and the second gate fell 
Pensioners, marching with partisans uplifted, then before their sledge-hammers, and then Haldane of 
the Yeomen of the Guard, clad in doublets of Gleneagles, the governor, gave up his sword. 
msset velvet, with the royal arms raised in em- That night Leslie gave the Covenanting lords a 
bossed work of sihoer and gold on the back and I banquet in the hall of the Castle, whereon they 
breast of each coat-each company commanded hoisted their blue standard with the motto, "For 
by an earl. The gentlemen of the Scottish Horse I an oppressed kirh and broken Covenant." Mon- 
Guards were all armed tÌ /a cuirassier, and carried trose's regiment, 1,500 strong, replaced the garrison; 
swords, petronels, and musketoons." J Lord BalllIerino was appointed governor, and many 
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t:avaliers were committed prisoners to his care, and 
;-emained there till the pacification of Berwick. 
On the 19th of November, King Charles's birth- 
day, a great portion of the curtain-wall, 'vhich was 
very old, fell with a crash over the rocks; and the 
insurgents rejoiced at this event as boding evil to 
the roy
l cause. After the pacification, the Castle, 
with thirty others, was restored to the king, who 
placed therein a garrison, under Sir Patrick Ruth- 
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made from the gate. Batteries were thrown up 
at nearly the same places where they had been 
formed in Kirkaldy's time. Ruthven refused to 
give the Estates the use of the regalia. Under 
Colonel Hamilton, master of the ordnance, the 
batteries opened with vigour, while select muske- 
teers were "told off," to aim at individuals on the 
ramparts. Most bitter was the defence of Ruth- 
ven, whose cannonade imperilled the whole city 
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THE REGENT MORTON. (Froman Eng,m.inghvHolthrllkm.) 


"e
 (previously Governor of Vim under the great 
Gustavus), who marched in, on the 25th February, 
J640, with drums beating and matches lighted. As 
the magistrates refused to supply him with provisions, 
and raised 500 men to keep a watch upon his 
garrison, this testy veteran of the Swedish wars 
fired a few heavy shot at random on the city, 
and on the renewal of hostilities between Charles 
and the Scots, Leslie was ordered by the Parlia- 
ment, on the 12th June, to reduce the fortress. 
Ruthven's reply to a summons, was to open fire 
with guns and matchlocks in every direction, and 
a sortie, under Scrimgeour, the constable, was 


and the beautiful spire of St. Giles's; while poor 
people reaping in the fields at a distance were 
sometimes killed by it. 
The Covenanters sprung a mine, and blew up 
the south-east angle of the Spur; but the rugged 
aspect of the breach was such that few of their 
officers seemed covetous of leading a forlorn hope, '. 
especially as old Ruthven, in his rich arm our and 
plumed hat, appeartd at the summit heading a 
band of pikes. At last the L'lird of Dmm and a 
Captain Weddal, at the head of 185 men, under a 
murderous matchlock fire, made a headlong rush, 
but ere they gained the gap, a cannon loaded 
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OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Edinburgh Castle. 


nearly to the muzzle with musket-balls was de- the former was advancing north at the head of an 
pressed to sweep it, and did so with awful effect. anny, the Parliament ordered the Castle to be put 
According to the historian of the "Troubles," in a state of defence. There were put therein a 
twenty men were blown to shreds. Weddal had both select body of troops under Colonel Walter 
thighs broken, and Somerville, with a few who were Dundas, 1,000 bolls of meal and malt, 1,000 tons 
untouched, grovelled close under the wall, where of coal, 67 brass and iron guns, including Mons 
Ruthven, who recognised him as an old Swedish Meg and howitzers, 8,000 stand of arms, and a 
comrade, besought him to retire, adding, "I derive vast store of warlike munition. 
no pleasure in the death of gallant men." Of the Accordmg to the superstition of the time the 
whole escalade only thirty-three escaped alive, and earth and air all over Scotland teemed with strange 
of these many were wounded, a result which omens of the impending strife, and in a rare old 
cooled the ardour of the besiegers; but after a tract, of 1650, we are told of the alann created in 
three months' blockarle, finding his garrison few, the fortress by the appearance of a "horrible 
and all suffering from scurvy, and that provisions apparition" beating upon a drum. 
and ammunition were alike expended, on the 18th On a dark night the sentinel, under the shadow 
September, after of the gloomy 
a blockade of I ." 
 half-moon, was 
f.ve months in I' I , ;;/ alam1ed by the 
all, during which I, " r 
 OK beating of a 
1,000 men had *=- 
 a- vt:
 l\ -1 
ç; 
 ./ drum upon the 
been slain, he "--.... _ I esplanade and 
marched out with """""" _ /0 I the tread of 
the honours of " . 
 , ' ' . , 
 
 tf - marching feet, on 
war (when so ill " 
'
 
 

c .J ,1.\ which he fired 
with scurvy that )1'\lt p c,l!. 
"'J. 
 \
1 
 J:7 - -!:
 r;...
 
 his musket CoL 
he could scarcely ;

 Dundas hur- 
walk) at the head ,,- .. ried forth, but 
of seventy men, iF _ /_ - could see noth- 
with one drum ? ing on the bleak 
beating, one expanse, the site 
standard flying, - ír. \rt\
-"D.
 ø of the now de- 
matches lighted, Ii; ....... -=- - U' :L!' - , . _ . < molished Spur. 
al1d two pieces I 
, _' - 
_ 
 _ -.. _ __
 -- The sentinel was 
of cannon, with tru n c h eon e d, 
COVENANTERS' FLAG. 
balls in their and another put 
(Fro1!l the J/luseu1Il tifth
 Society '!f A1ItiqllarÜs l!f Scotlalld.) 
muzzles and the in his place, to 
port-fires blazing at both ends. They all sailed for I whom the same thing happened, and he, too, fired 
England in a king's ship. Ruthven fought nobly his musket, affirming that he heard the tread 
for the king there, and died at a good old age in of soldiers marching to the tuck of drum. To 
16SI, Earl of Forth and Brentford. Argyle, the Dundas nothing was visible, nothing audible bu
 
Dictator of Scotland, in the autumn of 1648 in- the moan of the autumn wind. He took a 
vited Oliver Cromwell to Edinburgh, and enter- musket and the post of sentinel. Anon he heard 
tained him with unwonted magnificence in the the old Scots march, beaten by an invisible 
great hall of the Castle; afterwards they held many drummer, who came close up to the gate; then 
meetings in Lady Home's house, in the Canon- came other sounds-the tramp of many feet and 
gate, where the resolution to take away the king's clank of accoutrements; still nothing was visible, 
}j.fe was discussed and approved of, for which the till the whole impalpable array seemed to halt 
said Dictator afterwards lost his head. close by Dundas, who was bewildered with COD- 
The next important event in the history of sternation. Again a drum was heard beating the 
.. The steep, the iron-belted rock, English, and then the French march, when the 
Where trusted lie the monarchy's last gems, alarm ended; but the next drums that were beaten 
The sceptre, sword, and crown that graced the brows there were those of Oliver Cromwell. 
Since Feri{Us, father of a hundred kings," "'hen the latter approached Edinburgh he 
was in the days of Cromwell. On tidings reaching found the whole Scottish army skilfully entrenche(
- 
Scotland, after the coronation of Charles II., that I parallel with Leith Walk, its flanks protected by 
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guns and howitzers on the bastions of the latter 
and the Calton Hill. The sharp encounter there, 
and at St. Leonard's Hill, in both of which he was 
. completely repulsed, are apart from the history of 
the fortress, from the ramparts of which the young 
king Charles II, witnessed them; but the battle 
of Dunbar subsequently placed all the south of 
Scotland at the power of Cromwell, when he was 
in desperation about returning for England, the 
Scots having cut off his retreat On the 7th 
September, 1650, he entered Edinburgh, and placed 
it under martial law, enforcing the most rigid regu- 
lations; yet the people had nothing to complain 
of, and justice was impartially administered. He 
took up his residence at the Earl of Moray's 
house-that stately edifice on the south side of the 
Canongate-and quartered his soldiers in Holyrood 
and the city; but his guard, or outlying picket, 
was in Dunbar's Close-so named from the victors 
of Dunbar; and tradition records that a handsome 
<>ld house at the foot of Sellars Close was occasionally 
occupied by him while pressing the siege of the 
Castle, which was then full of those fugitive 
preachers whose interference had caused the ruin 
of Leslie's army. With them he engaged in a 
curious polemical discussion, and is said by Pink- 
erton to have preached in St. Giles's churchyard to 
the people. To facilitate the blockade he de- 
molished the ancient Weigh House, which was 
not replaced till after the Restoration. 
He threw up batteries at Heriot's Hospital, which 
'Was full of his wounded; on the north bank of the 
loch, and the stone bartisan of Davidson's house 
on the Castle Hill. He hanged in view of the 
Castle, a poor old gardener who had supplied 
Dundas with some information; and during these 
operations, Nicoll, the diarist, records that there were 
many slain, "both be schot of canoun and musket, 
as weell Scottis as Inglische." Though the garrison 
received a good supply of provisions, by the bravery 
of Captain Augustine, a German soldier of fortune 
who served in the Scottish army, and who hewed a 
passage into the fortress through Cromwell's guards, 
at the head of 120 horse, Dundas, when tampered 
with, was cold in his defence. Cromwell pressed 
the siege with vigour. He mustered colliers from 
the adjacent country, and forced them, under fire, 
to work at a mine on the south side, near the new 
Castle road, where it can still be seen in the 
freestone rock. Dundas, a traitor from the first, 
now lost all heart, and came to terms with 
Cromwell, to whom he capitulated on the 12th of 
December, 1650." 


. The ar.icles ofthe tr<at y and the list ofthe captured KUns are iiven 
at length in Balfour's .. Annals." 


Exactly as St. Giles's clock struck twelve the 
garrison marched out, with drums beating and 
colours flying, after which the Castle was garrisoned 
by "English blasphemers" (as the Scots called 
them) under Colonel George Fenwick. Cromwell, 
in reporting all this to the English Parliament, 
says :-" I think I need say little of the strength of 
this place, which, if it had not come as it did, would 
have cost much blood. I must needs say, 
not any skill or wisdom of ours, but the good will of 
God hath given you this place." 
By the second article of the treaty the records of 
Scotland were transmitted to Stirling, on the capture 
of which they were sent in many hogsheads to 
London, and lost at sea when being sent back. 
Dundas was arraigned before the Parliament, 
and his reputation was never freed from the stain 
cast upon it by the capitulation; and Sir James 
Balfour, his contemporary, plainly calls him a base, 
cowardly, "traitorous villane !" 
Cromwell defaced the royal arms at the Castle 
gate and elsewhere; yet his second in command, 
Monk, was fêted at a banquet by the magistrates, 
when, on the 4th May, 1652, he was proclaimed 
Protector of the Commonwealth. 
At first brawls were frequent, and English 
soldiers were cut off on every available occasion. 
One day in the High Street, an officer came from 
Cromwell's house "in great chafe," says Patrick 
Gordon, and as he mounted his horse, rashly cried 
aloud, "With my own hands I killed the Scot to 
whom this horse and these pistols belonged. Who 
dare say I wronged him?" "I dare, and thus 
avenge him!" exclaimed one who stood near, and, 
running the Englishman through the body, mounted 
his horse, dashed through the nearest gate, and 
escaped into the fidds. 
For ten years there was perfect peace in Edin 
burgh, and stage coaches began to run every threé 
weeks between it and the "George Inn, without 
Aldersgate, London," for L4 10S. a seat. Lambert's 
officers preached in the High Kirk, and buff-coated 
troopers taught and expounded. in the Parliament 
House; and so acceptable became the sway of 
the Protector to civic rulers that they had just pro- 
posed to erect a colossal stone monument in his 
honour, when the Restoration came! 
It was hailed with the wildest joy by all the 
Scottish people. The cross of Edinburgh was 
garlanded with flowers; its fountains ran with "ine; 
300 dozen of glasses were broken there, in 
drinking to the health of His Sacred Majesty and 
the perdition of Cromwell, who in effigy was con- 
signed to the devil. Banquets were given, anå 
salutes fired from the Castle, where Mons l\1eg was 
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discharged by the hand of the Major-General com- recei\'ed it, concealed its nature, and at once began 
man ding. his march southward, with the army of Scotland, to 
From the "Archæologia Scotica" we cull the accomplish the Restoration. 
following curious anecdote :-Soon after the death When the Puritan gunners in the Castle were 
of Cromwell, the English Council, in 1660, sus- ordered to fire a salute in honour of that event, an 
pecting General Monk's fidelity, sent an order old" saint" of Oliver's first campaigns bluntly re- 
to remove him from the head of their forces in fused obedience, saying, " May the devil blaw me 
Scotland. Their ordinary special messenger, who into the air gif I lowse a cannon this day! If 1 do, 
had usually borne such messages, was entrusted I some man shall repent it!" Then, according to 
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with thisone,which I Nicoll, he was forced to discharge a gun, which 
he was ordered burst, amI verifying his words, "shuites his bellie 
not to deliver to from him, and blew him quyte over the Castle 
Monk, but to wall, in the sichte of mony pepill." On the 3 rd of 
(Colonel New- January, 1661, Scottish companies were enlisted 
man)the Governor under the Earl of Middleton to re-garrison the 
of Edinburgh Cas- fortress, wherein the first Marquis of Argyle was 
tIe. It chanced committed to prison, having been sent from the 
that the principal Tower on the accusation of II complying with 
servant of the former met, near the Canon- Cromwell in the death of Charles I." 
gate-head, his old friend the messenger, whom Thus he found himself a captive in the dungeons 
he accosted with cordiality. "How comes it," under the same hall in which he had feasted the 
he asked, ,e that you go in this direction, and Protector, and where he could hear the salutes 
not, as usual, to the General at Dalkeith?" fired as the remains of his rival Montrose were 
"Because my despatches are for the Castle." I laid in the l.:hurch of St. Giles. He was brought 
With ready wit the servant of Monk suspected that to trial in the Parliament House, where Middleton, 
something was wrong, and proposed they should with fierce exultation, laid before the peers certain 
have a bottle together. The messenger partook letters written by the Marquis to Cromwell, all 
{reely; the senant purloined the despatch; Monk expressive of attachment to him personally and 
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politically. These documents had been perfidiously Scottish manners gradually gave way before the 
sent to Scotland by General )1onk. The marquis I affability of such entertainers as the I )uchess 
was condemned to die the death of a traitor. I 
1ary d' Este of Modena, and the Princess Anne. 
From the Castle he begged in vain a ten days' \ "and the novel luxuries of the English court 
-
spite, that he might crave pity of the king. "I formed an attraction to the Scottish grandees. 
placed the crown upon his head," said he, mourn- Tea was introduced for the tirst time into Scotland 
fully, "anrl tliis is my reward!" on this occasion, and given by the duchess as a 
An escape was planned. He lay in bed for great treat to the Scottish ladies. Balls, plays, and 
some days feigning illness, and the Marchioness masquerades were also attempted; but the last 
came in a sedan to visit him. Being of the same proved too great an innovation on the rigid man- 
stature, he assumed her dress and coif; but when I nerS of that period to be tolerated." 
ahout to step into the sedan his courage failed him, The accession of King James VII. is thus re- 
and he abandoned the attempt. The night before corded by Lord Fountainhall (" Decisions," vol. i.): 
execution he was removed to the most ancient -" Feb. 6th, 1685. The Privy Council is called 
prison in Edinburgh-an edifice in Mauchine's extraordinary, on the occasion of an express sent 
Close, long s-ince removed, where the Marchioness them by his royal highness the Duke of Albany, 
awaited him. "The Lord will requite it," she ex- telling that, on Monday the 2nd February, the king 
claimed, as she wept bitterly on his breast. "For- was seized with a violent and apoplectic fit, which 
bear, :Margaret." said he, calmly, "I pity my stupefied him for four hours; but, by letting twelve 
enemies, and am as content in this ignominious ounces of blood and applying cupping-glasses to 
prison as in yonder Castle of Edinburgh." his head, he revived. This unexpected surprise 
With his last breath he expressed abhorrence of put our statesmen in a hurly-burly, and was 
the death of Charles I., and on the 27th May his followed by the news of the death of his 
[ajesty, 
head was struck from his body by the 
1aiden, at which happened on the 7 th of February, and came 
the west end of the Tolbooth. By patent all his home to us on the loth, in the morning; whereupon 
ancient earlilom and estates were restored to his a theatre was immediately erected at the croSs of 
son, Lord Lorue, then a prisoner in the Castle, Edinburgh, and the militia companies drawn out 
\\ here on one occasion he had a narrow escape, in arnlS: and, at ten o'clock. the Chancellor, 
when playing "with hand bullets" (bowls?) one Treasurer, and all the other officers of State, with 
of which, as Wodrow records, struck him sensele3s. the nobility, lords of Privy Council and Session, the 
On the 3 0th :\[ay, 16 6 7, the batteries of the magistrates and town council of Edinburgh, came 
Castle returned the salute of the English fleet, to the cross, with the lion king-at-arms, his heralds 
which came to anchor in the roads under the and trumpeters; the Chancellor carried his own 
pennant of Sir Jeremiah Smythe, who came thither purse, and, weeping. proclaimerl þUlles Duke 4 
in quest of the Dutch fleet, which had been bom- AlballY tlie Oil/;' alld u1ldoubted king of this reallll. by 
harding Burntisland. the title of Jllmes VI/., the clerk registrar reading 
J ames Duke of Albany and York succeeded the the words of the Act to him, and all of them swore 
odious Duke of Lauderdale in the administration faith and allegiance to him. Then the other pro- 
of Scottish affairs, and won the favour of all classes, clamation was then read, whereby King James VII. 
while he resided at Holyrood awaiting the issue of continued all offices till he had more time to send 
the famous Bill of Exclusion, which would deprive down new commissions. Then the 
hun of the throne of England on the demise of Castle shot a round of guns, and sermon began, 
his brother, and hence it became his earnest desire wherein )1r. John Robertson did regret our loss, 
to secure at least Scotland, the hereditary kingdom but desired our tears might be dried up when we 
of his race. On his first \,isit to the Castle, on looked upon so brave and excellent a successor. 
3 0th Octoher, 1680, :Mons :\[eg burst when the The Privy Council called for all the seals, and brok
 
guns were saluting-a ring near the touch-hole them, appointing new ones with the name of James 
giving way, which, saith Fountainhall, was deemed VII. to be made." 
by all mp.n a bad omen. His lordship adds that In 1681 the Earl of Argyle was committed to 
as the gun was cllarged by an English gunner, the Castle for the third time for declining the oath 
hence" the Scots resented it extremely, thinking I required by the obnoxious Test Act as Commis- 
he might, of malice, have done it purposely, they sioner of the Scottish Treasury; and on the 12th 
having no cannon in all England so big as she." of December an assize brought in their verdict, by 
Dnring the duke's residence at Holyrood a splendid the Marquis of 1fontrose, his hereditary foe, finding 
court was kept there. The rigid decorum of I him guilty" of treason and leasing telling," for 
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which he received the sentence of death. His The last day of his life this unfortunate noble 
gU.lrds in the Castle were doubled, while additional passed pleasantly and sweetly; he dined heartil}, 
troops were marched into the city to enforce order. and, retiring to a closet, lay down to sleep ere the 
He despatched a messenger to Charles II. seeking fatal hour came. At this time one of the Privy 
mercy, bt:.t the warrant had been hastened. At Council arrived, and insisted on entering. The door 
six in the evening of the 20th December he was I was gently opened, and there lay the great Arg}le 
informed that ne...t day at noon he would be con- I in his hea\'y irons, sleeping the placid sleep of 
veyed to the city prison; but by seven o'clock he infancy. 
had conceived-like his father-a plan to escape. I "The conscience of the renegade smote him," 
Lady Sophia Lindsay (of Balcarres), wife of his says l\1acaulay; "he turned sick at heart, ran 
son Charles, had come to bid him a last farewell; on out of the Castle, and took refuge in the dwelling 
her departure he assumed the disguise and office of a lady who lived hard by. There he flung 
of her lackey, and came forth from his prison at himself on a couch, and gave himself up to an 
eight, bearing up her long train. A thick fall of agony of remorse and shame. His kinswoman, 
snow and the gloom of the Decembel evening alarmed by his looks and groans, thought he had 
rendered the attempt successful; but at the outer been taken with sudden illness, and begged him to 
gate the sentinel roughly grasped his ann. In drink a cup of sack. 'No, no,' said he, 'it will 
agitation the earl dropped the train of Lady Sophia, i do me no good.' She prayed him to tell what had 
who, with singular presence of mind, fairly slapped I disturbed him. 'I have been,' he said, ' in Argyle's- 
his face with it, and thereby smearing his features prison. I have seen him \\ ithin an hour of eternity 
with half-froæn mud, exclaimed, "Thou careless I sleeping as sweetly as e\'er man did. But as for 
loon! " l/le- ! ' " 
Laughing at this, the soldier permitted th
m to I At noon on the 30th June, 1685. he was escorted 
pass. Lady Sophia entered her coach; th
 earl to the market cross to be "beheaded and have 
srrang on the footboard behind, and was rapidly; his head affixed to the Tolbooth on a high pin 
driven from the fatal gate. Disguising himself com- I of iron." When he saw the old Scottish guillo- 
pletely, he left Edinburgh, and reached Holland,: tine, under the terrible square knife of which his 
then the focus for all the discontented spirits in I father, and so many since the days of Morton, had 
Britain. Lady Sophia was committed to the I perished, he saluted it with his lips, saying, "It is 
Tolbooth, but was not otherwise punished. After: the sweetest l/laidm I have ever kissed." ":\Iy 
remaining four years in Holland, he returned, and I lord dies a Protestant!" cried a clergyman aloud 
attempted an insurrection in the west against to the assembled thousands. ,,'y es," said the Earl, 
King James, in unison with that of 
Ionmouth in stepping forward, "and not only a Protestant, but 
England, but was irretrievably defeated at :\luir- with a heart-hatred of Popery, Prelacy. and all super- 
dykes. stition." He made a brief address to the people, 
Attired like a peasant, disguised by a long beard, laid his head between the grooves of the guillotine, 
he was discovered and overpowered by three and died with equal courage and composure. His 
militiamen, near P.1Ïsley. "Alas, alas, unfortunate head was placed on the Tolbooth gable, and his 
Argyle!" he e...claimed, as they struck him down; I body was ultimately sent to the burial-place of his 
then an officer, Lieutenant Shaw (of the house of I family, Kilmun, on the shore of the Holy Loch in 
Greenock). ordered him to be bound hand and foot Argyle. 
and sent to Edinburgh, where, by order of the I While this mournful traged} was being enacted 
Secret Council, he was ignominiously conducted his countess and family were detained prisoners in 
through the streets with his hands corded behind I the Castle. wherein daily were placed fresh victims 
him, bareheaded, escorted by the horse guards, and I who were captured in the "'est. Among these 
preceded by the hangman to the Castle, where, for were Richard Rumbold, a gentleman of Hertford- 
a third time, he was thrust into his old chamber. shire, who bore a colonel's commission unde{ 
On the da} he was to die he despatched the fol- Argyle (and had planted the standard of revolt 
lowing note to his son. It is presened in the I on the Castle of Ardkinglass), and Mr. William 
Salton Charter chest :- Spence, styled his" servitour." 
I Both were treated with terrible severity, especially 
.. Edr. Castle 3 0th June '85. b Id I b I d I - 
.. _ . _ _ . I Rum o. 11 a cart, are leaded, an leaHly 
DEARE J..uIF,,-Learn to fear God; ,t b the only way I d h d r. I " . G 
. manac e e was con\eye ,rom tIe ater ate 
to make you happ.e here and hereafter. Love and respect' . 
my wife. and hearken to herad\ice. The Lord hies.. I alll to tbe Castle, escorted by Graham's CIty Guard, 
)'our lo\ing father. ANcaLE." ,with (!rums beating, and on the 28th of June he 
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was hanged, drawn. and quartered, at the Cross, University of Edinburgh, and ;\[oderator of the 
where his heart was torn from his breast, and General Assembly; but such barbarities soon 
exhibited, dripping and reeking, by the execu- I brought their own punishment; the Revolution 
tioner, on the point of a plug-bayonet, while he came, and with it the last actual siege of the Castle 
exclaimed, "Behold the he.1rt of Richard Rum- of Edinburgh. 
bold, a bloody English traitor and murderer!" I On tidings of William's intended invasion the 
!\.ccording to Wodro\V and others, his head, after whole standing forces of Scotland marched south, 
being placed on the West Port, was sent to London I to form a junction with the English on Salisbury I 
on the 4 th of August, while his quarters were gib- Plain, where they conjointly deserted King James. 
beted in the four principal cities in Scotland. The Castle at this crisis had been entrusted by 
:\Ir. William Spence \Vas put to the torture by the latter to the Duke of Gordon, a Roman Catholic, 
the Privy Council concerning his master's affairs, who vowed to preserve it " for the king, though the 
.and the contents of several letters in cipher. Prince of Orange should ubtain possession of every 
.After that he was put in the hands of 
ir Thomas other fortress in the kingdom." 
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Dalyell, Colonel of the Scots Greys, a grim old 
-veteran, whose snow-white vow-beard had never 
been cut since the death of Charles I., and by 
whom, says FountainhaU, "with a hair-shirt and 
pricking (as the witches are used), he was kept five 
nights from sleep, tiU he was half distracted." 
\fter being thumb-screwed tiU his hands were 
" A trite relatioJl of tli P horrid alld blood;' massacre 
hopelessly crushed, he was again flung into the 
Ùl Sivt/alld 
Castle, where perhaps the most pleasant sounds 
he heard were the minute guns, about Michaelmas, " By the Irish Papists; who landed sixty miles 
saluting the corpse of his "persecutor" (Dalyell, from Edinburgh, putting all to fire and sword in 
who died suddenly) as it was passing through the their way to that city. 
"Test Port, with six field-pieces, the whole of the "Barwick, D
c. 23 r1i , 1688. 
Scottish forces in Edinburgh, with his horse, bâton, "SIR,-Ye
temight we had the sad and ,urprising news, 
and armour, to the f.1mily vault near Abercorn. by an Express of the Council of Scotland to our Covemour, 
Spence ultimately read the ciphers, which led to that about 20,000 Irbh were landed in Scotland, about sixty 
1 -" . d miles from Edinburgh, putting all to fire and sword, to 
t Ie capture, captivity m the Ca!>tle, an torture no h h A Ch II f I t k " d " II . " 
_ ."" w om t e postate ance or 0 t 1a "mg om WI Jom 
less tl
an twenty ymes, of the fa
lo
ls \\ llham with the rðt of the bloody Papists there. And truly, sir, 
Carstalrs, of that ilk, afterwards PnnClpal of the I that kingdom being unarm"d and undisciplin'd, those mas- 


As an eJl.ample of how the people were imposed 
upon in those days, when rumours were easily cir- 
culated and difficult of contradiction, we may here 
quote an anonymous broadsheet, which was then 
hawked about the streets of London and other 
places in Engl.1nd :- 



Edinburgh C."le.] 


\. BRO -\DSHEE T OF THE PERIOD. 


, 1,\Uéj 
"' 
 
 
 - 
. t 
 . ' 
"fiv't 6 . 
 ':
 
" ,\. \:: 
f. 
o'{)" , h.;) -- rvr 
/í' 
--
 
 
 
 


I 
 
I
 'II' 
I y.' 
\ I \" ( I 
I .
I ,..... 
, 


? 
''/ 
. 


"Jj 
, 
\-
 


&t 
w
 f 
'H I 
')'!< 


,!1.1
 
. It 


61 


- 


\\. 


'- 


:' \ 


k
 


I 
---- 


',
 fl ' ,> 
'j t 
.[} 
, iiiÃ. . : 
,,;"1"'1, t__ \ 


,., ;: 
;, ... - I 
 .' <'" . 
t\4 '& i\' 
k,,, 1

 11
.,t 
. àJ" \J}. "I!' 


.
r' 
it,. 


{'
 
,[
 
, , 

r... 
 

 


t
11\ 
'
1!1 


-
 
Nt.. "',
 


.. 


'\ < 
d ": 


I :{ '" ,.,".: .
 
. ,
.. 
! - - 11..1 


,. t, \ i. 


'j 


ORDER OF CAVALCADE AT THE OPENING OF THE FIRST PARLIAMENT OF JA
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d Fac-simile rJf Alex. Aïncald"s FIJ!io P14ll.s.) 
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sacre5 "ill, in a short space, run a great length. I desire positions in the public sen ice at home; while 
you ma
 disperse this ne\\5 abroad, if it be not in to\\n the instruments of the late unhappy Government 
before your receipl of this; for that country, and the North 
of England, without speedy relief, is in great danger of were either capti\'es under suspicion, or living 
depopulation. And the Duke of Gordon hath in his posses- terror-struck at their country houses. Common 
sion the Ca,tle of Edinburgh, whereby he can at pleasure people, who had been skulking in mosses from 
le\'el that city with the ground. At twelve of the clock yester- Claverhouse's dragoons, were now marshalled into 
night our Governor, Lieut.-Collonel Hilling-ley, di5p:ttched a regiment, and planted as a watch on the Pertl' 
an Express to the Lord, Danby and Lumley for drawing their 
Corce5 to this to\\n. I recei\'ed your, to-da). which being and Forfar gentry. There were new figure, in the 
Sabbath-day, I beg your pardon for bre\ ity. Privy Council, and none of them ecclesiastical. 
" I \\a, told they see the fires and burning- of those Rebels There was a wholly new set of senators on the 
at Edinburgh; thi, is the beginning of the discovery of the bench of the Court of Session. It looked like a 
Popi-h intrigue. God defend England from the French, al1l.l sudden shift of scenes in a pantomime rather tl an 
hi, Highness the Prince of Orange from the bloody Popi_h - f I . " F I d l 
altern t5! I a senes 0 oTlmary occurrences. or t tree ays 
"&ndon: Published by J We1l5, :,t. Paul's Alley, St. and nigl.lts Ed
nburgh \\as a wild 
ene of pillage 
Paul's Churchyard, 1688." and rapme. 1 he palace was assailed, the chapd 
Tidings of William's landing filled the Scottish royal sacked; and the Duke of Gordon, on. finding 
P 
 esb - te . tan .... Ith tl . ld t . - nd th . _ that the rabble, drunk and maddened b} \\ me and 
,. } I' s.. le wt es ]O}, a e magis . .' .' . 
spmts found m the cellars of ca\'alIer familIes \\ho 
had fled, were wantonly firing on his sentinels, 
drew up the drawbridge, to cut off all communi- 
cation with the city; but finding that his soldiers 
were di\ ided in their religious and political 
opinions, and that a revolt was impending, he 
called a council of officers to frustrate the attempt. 
and the Lieutenant-Governor, Colonel John Win- 
ram, of Liberton and the Inch House, Colonel of 
the Scots Foot Guards in 1683, undertook to 
watch the men, forty-four of \\ hom it \\ as deemed 
necessary to strip of their uniforms and e'\pel fronl 
the fortress. In their place came thirty High 
landers, on the 11th of XO\'l
mber, and soon after 
forty-five more, under Gordon of Midstrath. 
B} the Pri\y Council the Duke was requested, 
trate, of Edinburgh, \\110 but h\o years before as a Roman Catholic, to surrender his command 
had been eJ\.tra\ agant in their protestations to I to the ne'\t senior Protestant officer; but he de- 
James VII., were among the first to welcome the clined, sa} ing, "I am bound onl} to obey K.ing 
invader; and the city filled fast with bands of James YII." 
jubilant revolutionists, rendering it unsafe for all of I A few of the Life Guards and Greys, who had 
cavalier tenets to be within the walls. On the 11th: quitted the Scottish arm} on its remit, now reached 
of A.pril, 1688, William and 
Iar} were proclaimed Edinburgh under the gallant \ïscount Dundee, 
at the cross king and queen of Scotland, after an I and their presence sen ed to support the spirits of 
illegally constituted Com-entioll of the Estates, I the Royalists, but the friends of the Re\-olution 
which was attended b} only thirt} represent,ltives, i brought in se\-eral comp.lIlies of inf.mtry, \\ho "ere 
declared that K.ing James had forfeited all title to concealed in the suburbs, and 6.000 Cameronians 
the crO\\ n, thus making a \ acancy. A great and marched in from the \\ est. under standards in- 
sudden change now came mer the realm. ":\Ien;' scribed," For Reformation according to the \YoI'd 
says Dr. Chambers, "who had been latdy in 
 of God," belo" an open Bible. These men 
danger of their lives for conscience' sake, or nobly rejected all remuneration, saying, with one 
starving in foreign lands, were no\\ at the head \'oice, "\\- e ha\'e come tc sen e our country." 
of affairs! The Earl of :\Ieh-ille, Secretary of Their presence led to other conspiracies in the 
State; Crawford, President of Parliament; Arg} Ie, I garrisG n, and the Duke of Gordon had rather a 
restored to title and lands, :md a Pri\'y Coun- harassing time of it. 
cillor; Dalrymple of Stair, Hume of :\Iarchmont, I The friends of \\"illiam of Orange having formed 
Stewart of Goodtrees, and man} other e'\iles, a plan for the assassination of Dundee and Sir 
came back from Holland, to Tt:sume prominent George :\lacken7ie of Roseh3ugh. compelled thcm 
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nnd all loyalists to quit the city. " At the head and the 26th, or Cameronians, whose a}Jpointments 
of his forlorn band, consisting of sixty cavalier bear the five-pointed mullet-the arn1S of their 
troopers-Guardsmen and Greys mingled-- Dundee, first colonel : while three battalions of the Scots 
the idol of his party, quitted Edinburgh by the Brigade, from Holland, were on their march, under 
Leith Wynd Port; and, through a telescope, the Lieutenant-General Hugh )lackay of Scoury, to 
Duke of Gordon watched them as they wound' press the siege. Daily matters looked darker and 
past the \'enerable church of the Holy Trinit}. darker for the gallant Gord
n, 
or now se\-enty-four 
among the cottages and gardens of )loutrie5 Hill, rank and file demanded their discharges, and were, 
and as they rode westwaTlI by the Lang Gate, a soli- like their predecessors, stripped and e'\pelled. 
taT}' roadway bordered by fields and farnlhouses." The gates were then barricaded, and pre}Jarations 
According to Balcarres this was on the ISth of made for resistance to the last; but though Sir 

larch, 1689, and as Gordon wished to confer with James Grant of Dalvey (formerly King's Advocate), 
the viscount, the latter, on seeing a red flag waved I and Gordon of Edintore, contrived to throw in a 
at the western postem, rode down the Kirk Brae, I supplyofprO\ ision--, the 
and, quitting his horse, all heavily accoutred as he I duke wrote King James 
was, climbed the steep rock to hold that conference that he could not hold 
of which so little was ever known. He is said to lout beyond the month 
have advised the duke to leave the Castle in charge of June unless relieved. 
of Winram, on whom they could depend, and seek I The entire strength 
their fortunes together among the loyal clans in the of the garrison, includ- 
north. But the duke declined, adding, "Whither ing officers and gentle_ 
go you?" men-volunteers, was 
.. \\1!erever the shade of :\Iontrose may direct only eighty-six men, 
me," was the pensive and poetical reply, and then who had to work 
they parted to meet no more. But the moment twenty-two pieces of 
Dundee was gone the drums of the Cameronians cannon (eJ\.clusive of 
beat to arms, and they came swarming out of their field-pieces) ranging 
places of concealment, mus
ering for immediate from 42 to I2-pounders. 
action, \\ hile, in the name of the Est'ltes, the- Earls They had no doctor, no 
of Tweeddale and Lothian appeared at the gate of engineer, no money, 
the fortress, requesting the duke to surrender it and only thirty barrels of powder in actual quartity. 
within four-and-twcnn' hours, and daringly offering It was truly a desperate hazard! 
a year's pay to e\er}' soldier who would de..;ert him. By the ISth the entire rock was fully and hope- 
.. :\Iy lords," said he, "without the express orders lessly im.ested by the Earl of Leven, a Brandenburg 
of my royal master. James VII.. I cannot surrender coloílel, who displayed a great want of skill; and on 
this castle." the following night the battlements were blazing 
By the heralds and pursuivants the Duke of with bonfires and tar barrels in honour of King 
Gordon was now, as the only alternative, declared James's safe arrival III Ireland, of which tidings had 
a traitor. He tossed them some guineas to drink probably been given by Grant of Dalvey. On the 
the health of James VII., adding, with a laugh, "I 25th came :\Iackay, with the three battalions of 
would advise you not to proclaim men traitors who the Scots Brigade, each consisting of twelve com- 
wear the king's coat till they have turned it." panies, all splendidly-trained soldiers, a brigade of 
Under the highest penalties, all persons were now guns, and a great quantity of woolpacks with 
forbidden to correspond with him or his garrison, which to form breastworks. All within the Castle 
and the Earl of Leven was ordered to blockade the who had gun-shot wounds suffered greatly from 
rock with his Cameronians, to whom were added the want of medical attendance, till the duke's 
300 Highlanders under Argyle. Out of this body family physician contrIved to join him, probably by 
there were formed in one day two battalions of the the postern. 
line, which still e:\ist-the 25th, or old Edinburgh On the 13th of March he heavily cannonaded the 
regiment, which bears on its colours the triple western entrenLhment,>, and by dint of shot and 
c astle, with the motto, "Nisi Dominus Frustra," '" shell retarded the working parties; but (;eneral 
Mackay now formed a battery of IS-pounders, at 
the Highriggs, opposed to the royal lodging and 
the half-moon. On the 3rd of April the Duke dis- 
co\ ered that the house of Coates, the ancient 
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. There was a second regiment. called the Both. or Royal Edinburgh 
Volunteers, raised by :Major General Sir \\Filliam Erskine. Bart. t in 1777. 
It ..erved under Cornwallis in the American \Var. and wa.c; disbanded at 
the cl05e theTeof. Its Lieutenant.Co)on:) was Dundas of Fingask, who 
dietl at Guadalou'Pe. 
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seat 01 the D} r
s of th.1t ilk, was full of soldiers; 'entrench himself under the half-moon, though 
he cannonaded it from the pr
sent mortar bat- sorely impeded by musketry, and four days after 
tery, and did great execution. On the 1st of April the besiegers opened with showers of hand-grenades 
a parley was asked by ùeat of drum, during from their mortar batteries. Colonel \\"inmm pro- 
the funeral of Sir George Lockhart, who had been posed a saUy, to which the duke objected. John 
assassinated by Chiesley of DaIry, and whose Grant, a volunteer, daringly went out in the night 
remains were laid in the Greyfriars' churchyard. to discO\'er if there was any hope of relief, and 
Fresh troops no,,' came in, under Lieutenant- two days after he signaUed from the Lang Gate, 
Generals Sir John Lanier and James Douglas of "N one 
 " 
Queensberry. There were scarcely men left now to relieve the 
Among these (according to the ::-ccords of the guards, and suU less to man the ùreaches; and 
4 th Hussars) "ere the Royal Scots Grey Dragoons, \ those "ho were most effective were on sentinel dut} 
Colchester's Cuirassier
 (now 3 rd Dragoon Guards), from ten at night tiU three in the morning. The 
and the Prince Anne of Denmark's lIragoons (now I wells now were completely dried up, and for" ten 
4 th Hussars), and to resist longer seemed more! consecutive days this handful of brave feUows 
than ever madness rather than chivalry. em ironed as they were by a regular British arnl} , 
A new battery was formed where the Register subsisted on dry bread and salt herrings, eaten raw, 
House stands now, another of mortars in rear of for they were now without other food. Their 
Heriot's Hospital. A breach was effected in the ammunition was nearly expended, and the duke, 
western waU, but the steepness of the rock rendered I (kspaÌ1 ing of relief from King James in Ireland, 
an assault impossible. Many bombs feU into the beat a parley." . 
Portsburgh, greatly to the terror of denizens there, Attired in his fuU uniform as a Scottish officer of 
who found themselves between a cross fire. On James VII., and wearing the order of the Thistle,. 
the 21St sixteen bombs exploded in the Castle, and the duke conferred with Major Someryille at the 
one blew up the stone steps of the chapeL At this I edge of the fosse; but their interview ended in 
time snuW was faUing heavily tiU it was two feet nothing, so the bitter cannonade began again. 
deep; and it was industriously sayeò by the garrison That night, about twelve o'clock, a strong column of 
for water. By the 22 nd every building in the place ' infantry crept up the north side of the Castle Hill, 
was roofless, yet the now tattered and half-clad tiU a sharp fire from the tde-d//-pollt drO\'e it down 
'ioldiers EtoodmanfuUy to their guns day and night, to the margin of the loch; but ne'\t morning it 
tiU worn with toil and hunger, the gaUant duke, fairly effected a lodgment across the esplanade, 
(hough sinking with fever, keeping their enthu- \ under cover of the woolpacks. There were only 
siasm alive. At this crisis he beat a parley, asking nineteen men in the tête-dl/-pollt at this time, yet 
medical aid for the wife of a soldier who was taken \ their fire proved very destructive, and aU the while. 
in labour, and, with singular inhumanity, it was they were chorusing loudly, 
refused. On the 3 I st Sir John Lanier began to .. The king shall enjoy his ain again." 
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Edinburgh C....t1e.J 


THE CASTLE t;
DER REPAIR. 


For nearly four-and-twenty hours on both sides i the siege. Though emaciated by long toil, starva- 
the fire was maintained with fury, but slackened tion, and gangrened wounds, the luckless soldiers 
about daybreak. "In the Castle only one man were cruelly treated by the rabble of the city. 
was killed-a gunner, whom a cannon ball had The capitulation was violated; Colonel Winram 
cut in two, through a gun-port, but many were was seized as a prisoner of war, and the duke was 
weltering in their blood behind the woolpacks placed under close arrest in his own house, in 
and in the trenches, where the number of slain, Blair's Close, but was released on giving his parole 
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IN;<;ER GATEWAY OF THE CASrLE. 


amounted to 500 men." This enumeration pro- 
bably includes wounded. 
On the 13th of June the duke pulled down the 
king's flag, and hoisted a white one, surrendering, 
on tenns, by which it was stipulated that the 
soldiers should have their full liberty, and Colonel 
Winram have security for his life and estates; 
while Major Somerville, at the head of 200 
bayonets, took all the posts, except the citadel. 
The duke drew up his forlorn band, now reduced to 
fifty officers and men, in the ruined Grand Parade, 
and thanking them for their loyal services, gave each 
a small sum to convey him home; and as hands were 
shaken all round, many men wept, and so ended 
9 


not to serve against William of Orange. He dieJ 
in the year 17 I 6, at his residence in the citadel of 
Leith. 
The Castle was once more fully repaired, and 
presented nearly the same aspect in all its details 
as we find it to-day. The alterations were con- 
ducted under John Drury (chief of the Scottish 
Engineers), who gave his name to one of the bas- 
tions on the south; and Mylne's Mount, another 
on the north, is so named from his assistant, Robert 
Mylne, king's master.mason and hereditary master- 
gunner of the fortress; and it was after this last 
siege that the round turrets, or léhauguetles, were 
added to the bastions. 
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About this time a strange story went abroad 
concerning the spectre of Dundee; the terrible 
yet handsome Cia verhouse, in his flowing wig and 
glittering breastplate, appearing to his friend the 
Earl of Balcarres, then a prisoner in the Castle, and 
awaiting tidings of the first battle with keen anxiety. 
About daybreak on the morning when Killie- 
crankie was fought and lost by the Williamites, the 
spectre of Dundee is said to have come to Bal- 
carres, and drawing back the curtains of his bed, 
to have looked at him steadfastly and sorrowfully. 


"After this" (says C. K. Sharpe, in a note to 
Law's "Memorials "), "it moved towards the 
mantelpiece, remained there for a short time in a 
leaning posture, and then walked out of the 
chamber without uttering one word. Lord Balcarres, 
in great surprise, though not suspecting that what 
he saw was an apparition, called out repeatedly on 
his friend to stop, but received no answer, and 
subsequently learned that at the very moment the 
shadow stood before him Dundee had breathed 
his last near the field of Killiecrankie." 


CHAPTER VII, 


EDINBURGH CASTLE (Nlidudd). 


'The Torture of Neville Payne-Jacobite Plots-Entombing the Regalia-Project for Surprising the Fortress-Right of Sanctuary Abolished- 
Lord Drummond"s Plot-Some Jacobite Prisoners- cc Rebel Ladies tt_ James Macgregor-The Castle Vaults-Attempls at Escape-Fears 
as to the Destruction of the Crown, Sword. and Sceptre-Crown-room opened in 1794- A g ain in 181 7. and rhe Regalia brought forth-110m: 
:Meg-General Description of the whole Castle. 


A:\IO
G the many unfortunates who have pined as ' acquainted with the evidence, were brangled, and 
prisoners of state in the Castle, few suffered more began to give him charity that he might be innocent. 
than Henry 1\ eville Payne, an English gentleman, It was surprising that flesh and blood could, without 
who was accused of being a Jacobite conspirator. fainting, endure the heavy penance he was in for 
About the time of the battle of the Boyne, when two hours." This unfortunate Englishman, in his 
the Earl of Annandale, Lord Ross, Sir Robert maimed and shattered condition, was now thrown 
l\1ontgomerie of Skelmorlie, Robert Fergusson into a vault of the Castle, where none had access 
., the plotter," and others, were forming a scheme to him save a doctor. Again and again it was repre- 
IÌn Scotland for the restoration of King James, sented to the" humane and pious King William" 
Payne had been sent there in connection with that to keep Payne in prison" without trial was con- 
<it, but was discovered in Dumfriesshire, seiæd, trary to law;.' but notwithstanding repeated petitions 
and sent to Edinburgh. Lockhart, the Solicitor- for trial and mercy, in defiance of the Bill of 
General for Scotland, who happened to be in Rights, William allowed him to languish from year 
London, coolly wrote to the Earl of l\lelville, to year for ten years; until, on the 4 th of February, 
Secretary of State at Edinburgh, saying, "that there 1 701, he was liberated, in broken health, poverty, 
was no douùt that he (Payne) knew as much as and premature old age, without the security for 
would hang a thousand; but except you put him reappearance, which was customary in such cases. 
to the torture, he will shame you all. Pray you, put Many plots were formed by the Jacobites-one 
him in such hands as will have no pity on him!"* about 1695, by Fraser of Beaufort (the future 
The Council, however, had anticipated these Lovat), and another in q 0 3, to surprise the 
amiable instructions, and Payne had borne torture Castle, as being deemed the key to the whole 
to extremity, by boot and thumb-screws, without kingdom-but without success; and soon after the 
confessing anything. On the loth of December, lInion, in 1707, its wa1\s witnessed that which was 
under express instruction signed by King William, deemed" the last act of that national tragedy," the 
and countersigned by Lord Melville, the process entombing of the regalia, which, by the Treaty, 
was to be repeated; and this was done in the "are never more to be used, but kept constantly 
presence of the Earl of Crawford, "with all the in the Castle of Edinburgh." 
severity," he reported, "that was consistent with In presence of Colonel Stuart, the constable; Sir 
humanity, even unto that pitch that we could not James Mackenzie, Clerk of the Treasury; William 
preserve life and have gone further, but without the I Wilson, Deputy-Clerk of Session-the crown, 
least success. He was so manly and resolute under sceptre, sword of state, and Treasurer's rod, were 
bis sufferings that such of the Council as were not solemnly deposited in their usual receptacle, the 
I crown-room, on the 26th of March. "Animated 
. Melville's Co'Tespondencc. by the same glow of patriotism that fired the 



Edinburgh Castle.] 


ABOLITIO
 OF THE RIGHT OF SAXCTUARY. 


67 


bosom of Belhaven, the Earl Marischal, after having I to put it in a state of defence; but the great magazine 
opposed the Union in all its stages, refused to be of anus, the cannon, stores, and 495 barrds of 
present at this degrading ceremony, and was repre- powder, which had been placed there in 1706, had 
sented by his proxy, Wilson, the Clerk of Session, all been removed to England. "But," says a 
who took a long protest descriptive of the regalia, writer," this was only in the spirit of centralisation.. 
and declaring that they should remain within the which has since been brought to such perfection." 
said crown-room, and never be removed from it In I708, before the departure of the fleet of 
without due intimation being made to the Earl Admiral de Fourbin with that expedition which the 
Marischal. A copy of this protest, beautifully illu- appearance of Byng's squadron caused to fail, a 
minated, was then deposited with the regalia, a plan of the Castle had been laid, at Versailles, 
linen cloth was spread over the whole, and the before a board of experienced engineer officers t 
great oak chest was secured by three ponderous who unanimously concluded that, \\ith his troops
 
locks; and there for a hundred and ten years, cannon, and mortars, 1\1. de Gace would carry the 
amid silence, obscurity, and dust, lay the crown place in a few hours. A false attack was to be 
that had sparkled on the brows of Bruce, on those made on the westward, while three battalions were 
of the gallant J ameses, and on Mary's auburn hair to stornl the outworks on the east, work their 
-the symbols of Scotland's elder days, for which way under the half-moon, and carry the citadel. 
so many myriads of the loyal, the brave, and the Two Protestant bishops were then to have crowned 
noble, had laid down their lives on the battle-field the prince in St. Giles's church as James VIII. 
-neglected and forgotten." " The equivalent from England being there," says 
Just four months after this obnoxious ceremony, an officer of the expedition, "would ha\'e been a 
and while the spirit of antagonism to it rose high in great supply to us for raising men (having about 
the land, a gentleman, with only thirty men, under- 400 officers with us who had served in the wars 
took to surprise the fortress, which had in it nolV a in Italy), and above 100 chests in money." 
party of but thirty-five British soldiers, to guard the Had M. de Gace actually appeared before the 
equivalent money, ;[400,000, and a great quantity fortress, its capture would not have cost him much 
of Scottish specie, which had been called in to be trouble, as Kerrsland tells us that there were not 
coined anew. In the memoirs of Kerr of Kerrsland then four rounds of powder in it for the batteries! 
we are told that the leader of this projected surprise On the 14th of December, 17 I4, the Castle was, 
was to appear with his thirty followers, all well by a decree of the Court of Session, deprived of 
anned, at noon, on the esplanade, which at that its ancient ecclesiastical right of sanctuary, derived 
hour was the chief lounge of gay and fashionable from and retained since the monastic institution 
people. Among these they were to mingle, but of David I., in I 128. Campbell of BurnbanJ..., the 
drawing as near to the barrier gate as possible. storekeeper, being under caption at the instance of 
While affecting to inquire for a friend in the Castle, a creditor, was arrested by a messenger-at-arms
 
the leader was to shoot the sentinel; the report of on which Colonel Stuart, the governor, remember- 
his pistol was to be the signal on which his lien ing the right of sanctuary, released Campbell, ex- 
were to draw their swords, and secure the bridge, pelled the official, and closed the barriers. Upon 
when a hundred men who were to be concealed in this the creditor petitioned the court, asserting that 
a cellar near were to join them, tear down the the right of sanctuary was lost. In reply it was 
Union Jack, and hoist the colours of James VIII. asserted that the Castle was not disfranchised, and 
in its place. The originator of this daring scheme "that the Castle of Edinburgh, having anciently 
-whose name never transpired-having commu- been castrztl/l þuellarztl/l, nas originally a religious 
nicated it to the well-known intriguer, Kerr of house, as well as the abbey of Holyrood." But 
Kerrsland, who advised him to defer it till the the Court decided that it had no privilege of 
chevalier, then expected, was off the coast, and I sanctuary "to hinder the king's letters, and ordained 
secretly gave information to the Government, which, Colonel Stuart to deliver Burnbank to a messenger." 
however, left the fortress in the same defenceless Burnbank was a very debauched character, who is 
state. Again, in 1708, another plan to seize it was I frequently mentioned in Penicuick's satirical poems, 
organised among the Hays, Keiths, and Murrays, and was employed by "Nicoll Muschat of ill 
whom the now repentant Cameronians promised to memorie," to seduce the unfortunate wife whom he 
join with 5,000 horse and 20,000 foot, to the end afterwards murdered where the cairn stood in the 
that, at all hazards, the Union should be dissolved. Queen's Park. 
On tidings of this, the Earl of Leven, governor When the se\'erities exercised by George I. upon 
of the Castle. was at once dispatched from London I the Scottish J acobites brought about the insurrection 
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, 
of 17 J 5, and the Castle was filIed with disaffected' abreast, had been constructed, and all was l'repared, 
men of rank, another plot to storm it, at a time when the plot was marred by-a lady! 
when its garrison was the 25th, or old regiment of In the exultation he felt at the approaching 
Edinburgh, was forn1ed by Lord John Drummond, capture, and the hope he had of lighting the beacon 
son of the Earl of Perth, with eighty men, mostly which was to announce to Fife and the far north 
Highlanders, and alI of resolute courage. AlI these that the Castle was won, Ensign Arthur unfolded 
-among whom was a Captain McLean, who had the scheme to his brother, a physician in the city, 
lost a leg at Killiecrankie, and an Ensign Arthur, who volunteered for the enterprise, but most pru- 
late of the Scots Guards-were promised commis- dently told his wife of it, and she, alarmed for his 
sions under King James, and 100 guineas each, if. safety, at once gave information to the Lord Justice 
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ROYAL LODGING AND HALF-MOON B\TTER\". 


the event succeeded; and at that crisis-when Mar I Clerk, Sir Adam Cockburn of Ormiston, who in- 
was about to fight the battle of Sheriffmuir-it stantly put himself in communication with Colonel 
might have put him in possession of all Scotland. Stuart. Thus, by the time the conspirators were 
Drummond contrived to suborn four of the garrison at the foot of the wall the whole garrison was 
-a sergeant, Ainslie, to whom he promised a under anns, the sentinels were doubled, and the 
lieutenancy, a corporal, who was to be made an ramparts patrolIed. 
ensign, and two privates, who got bribes in money. The first party of forty men, led by the resolute 
On the night of the 8th September, when the Lord Drummond and the wooden-legged McLean, 
troops marched from the city to fight the Earl of had reached the foot of the walI unseen; already 
1\Iar, the attempt was made. The chosen time, the ladder had been secured by Sergeant Ainslie, 
near twelve o'clock, was dark and stormy, and the and the escalade was in the act of ascending, with 
modus operalldi was to be by escalading the western pistols in their girdles and swords in their teeth, 
walls, near the ancient arched postern. A ladder, when a Lieutenant Lindesay passed with his patrol, 
equipped with great hooks to fix it to the cope of and instantly gave an alarm t The ladder and all 
the bastion, and calculated to admit four men I on it fell heavily on the rocks below. A sentinel 
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fired his musket; the startled J acobites fled and .-\.mong these the E,{Ùlburglz Courallt records, on 
dispersed, but, the city gates being shut, many of the loth of January, 17
3, the demise therein of 
them were captured, among others old McLean, I Macintosh, of BorIum, in his 80th year, after a 
who made a desperate resistance in the West Port I captivity of fifteen years, for participation in the 
with a musket and bayonet. Many who rolled I rising of 1715; and for twelve months, in 174 6 , 
down the rocks to the roadway beneath were I there were confined in a small, horrid, and un- 
severely injured, and taken by the City Guard. A healthy chamber above the portcullis, used for 
sentinel was bound hand and foot and thrown into I many a year as "the black hole." of the garrison, 
the Dark Pit (one of the lowest dungeons on the the Duchess of Perth and Viscountess Strathallan, 
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south) where he confessed the whole plot; the I with her daughters, the Ladies Mary and Amelia, 
corporal was mercilessly flogged; anò Sergeant who were brought in by an escort of twenty dragoons, 
Ainslie was hanged over the postern gate. Colonel under a ruffianly quartermaster, who treated them 
Stuart was dismissed; and Brigadier Grant, whose with every indignity, even to tearing the wedòing- 
regiment was added to the garrison, was appointed ring from Lady Strathallan's finger, and stripping her 
temporary governor. daughters of their clothes. During the long year 
From this period, with the exception of a species these noble ladies were in that noisome den above 
of blockade in 1745, to be related in its place, the gate, they were without female attendance, and 
the history of the Castle is as uneventful as that of under the almost hourly surveillance of the ser- 
the Tower of London, save a visit paid to it in the geants of the guard. The husband of the countess 
time of George I., by Yussuf Jumati, General and was slain at the head of his men on the field of 
Governor of Damascus. Culloden, where the Jacobite clans were O\-ercome 
Many unfortunate J acobites have suffered most by neither skill nor valour, but the sheer force ot 
protracted periods of imprisonment within its walls. numbers and starvation. 
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Among other "rebel ladies" confined in the; executed. Meanwhile her husband and their 
Castle was the Lady Ogilvie, who made her escape I daughter were quickly changing costumes, and the 
in the disguise of a laundress, a costume brought I former came limping forth, grumbling and swearing 
by Miss Balmain, who remained in her stead, and at his captious employers. " An old and tattered 
who was afterwards allowed to go free. great-coat enveloped him; he had donned a leather 
In 175 2 the Castle received a remarkable apron, a pair of old shoes, and ribbed stockings. 
prisoner, in the person of James Mhor Macgregor A red night-cap was drawn to his ears, and a 
of Bohaldie, the eldest of the four sons of Rob broad hat slouched over his eyes." He quitted 
Roy, who had lost his estate for the part he hatl the Castle undiscovered, and left the 
ity without 
taken in the recent civil strife, "and holding a delay j but his flight was soon known, the city 
major's commission under the oltl Pretender." gates were shut, the fortress searched, and every 
Robin Oig Macgregor, his younger brother, having man who had been on duty was made a prisoner. 
conceived that he would make his fortune by A court-martial, consisting of thirteen officers, sat 
carrying off an heiress-no uncommon event then for five days in the old barracks on this event, 
in the Highlands-procured his assistance, and and its proceedings ended in cashiering two 
with a band of l\Iacgregors, arnled with target, officers who had commanded the guards, reducing 
pistol, and claymore, came suddenly from the to the ranks the sergeant who kept the key of 
wilds of Arrochar, and surrounding the house Bohaldie's room, and flogging a warder j but 
of Edinbellie, in "Stirlingshire, the abode of a Bohaldie escaped to France, where he died about 
wealthy widow of only nineteen, they muffled her I the time of the French Revolution in extreme old 
in a plaid, and bore her off in triumph to the: age. In 1754 Robin Oig was executed in the 
heath-clad hills, where Rowardennan looks down Grassmarket, for the abduction of Jean Kay, the 
upon the Gairloch and Glenfruin. There she was I widow: the charge was far from being sufficiently 
married to Robin, who kept her for three months I proved. 
in defiance of several parties of troops sent to I In April, 17 5 I, Thomas Ogilvie of Eastmilne 
recover her. (who had been a Jacobite prisoner since 1749) was 
From his general character J ,lmes Mhor was killed when attempting to escape from the Castle, 
considered as the chief instigator of this outrage, by a net tied to an iron ring. He fell and fractured 
thus the vengeance of the Crown was directed his skull on the rock facing Livingstone's Yards 
against him rather than Robin, "who was COll- -the old tilting ground, on the south side of the 
sidered but a half-wild Highlandman;" and in Castle rock. This was a singularly unfortunate 
virtue of a warrant of fugitation issued, he was man in his domestic relations. His eldest son was 
arrested . and tried. The Lords of Justiciary I taken prisoner at Carlisle, and executed there with 
found him guilty, but in consequence of some the barbarity then usual. His neJo..t son, Thomas, 
doubts, or informality, sentence of death was was poisoned by his wife, the famous and beautiful 
delayed until the 20th of November, 1752. In Katherine :r\airne (who escaped), but whose para- 
consequence of an expected rescue-meditated by mour, the third son, Lieutenant Patrick Ogilvie of 
Highlanders who served in the city as caddies, the 89th or old Gordon Highlanders (disbanded 
chairmen, and city guards, among whom Mac- in 1765), was publicly hanged in the Grassmarket. 
gregor's bravery at Preston pans, seven years be- In July, 1753, the last of those who were tried 
f(lre, made him popular-he was removed by a for loyalty to the House of Stuart was placed in 
warrant from the Lord Justice Clerk, addressed 1 the Castle-Archibald l\Iacdonald, son of the aged 
to General Churchill, from the Tolbooth to the Cole Macdonald of Barrisdale, who died a captive 
Castle, there to be kept in close confinement till there in 1750. Arraigned as .a traitor, this unfor- 
his fatal day arri,-ed. tunate gentleman behaved with great dignity before 
But it came to pass, that on the 16th of No- I the court j he admitted that he was the person 
vember, one of his daughters-a tall and very accused, but boldly denied the treason, and as- 
handsome girl-had the skill and courage to dis- ! serted his loyalty to his lawful king. "On the 
guise herself as a lame old cobbler, and was 30th March he was condemned to die; but the 
ushered into his prison, bearing a pair of newly- 'vengeance of the Government had already been 
soled shoes in furtherance of her scheme. The I glutted, and after recei,ing various successiv!:: re- 
sentineis in the adjacent corridors heard Lady prieves, young Barrisdale was released, and per- 
Bohaldie scolding the supposed cobbler with con- mitted to return to the Western Isles." 
siderable asperity for some time, with reference to I From this period till nearly the days of 'Yaterloo 
the indifferent manner in which his work had been the Castle vaults were invariably used in e,-ery wat 
, 
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as a receptacle for French prisoners. They are George IV., issued a warrant to the Scottish 
deep, dark, and horrible dn'ngeons, but many of officers of state and other officials, to open the 
the names and initials of the luckless inmates, and crown-room, in order that the existence of the 
even the games with which they sought to lighten I regalia might be ascertained, and measures taken 
their tedious days, were long discernible on the I for their preservation. 
walls and rock. So many as forty men sometimes In virtue of this warrant there met, among 
slept in one vault. Immediately below the room I others, in the governor's house, the Lord President 
in which James VI. was born is one curiously- of the Court of Session, the Lord Justice Clerk, the 
arched dungeon, partly-like others-e>..cavated Lord Chief Commissioner of the Jury Court, the 
from the solid rock, and retaining an iron staple, I Lord Provost, the Commander-in-chief, and Sir 
to which, doubtless, the limbs of many an unfor- Walter Scott, whose emotions on this occasion 
tunate creature were chained in "the good old may be imagined. 
times" romancists write so glibly of. The origin I "It was with feelings of no common anxiety that 
of all these vaults is lost in antiquity. the commissioners, ha,ing read their warrant, pro- 
There prisoners have made many desperate, but I ceeded to the crown-room, and, having found all 
in the end always futile, attempts to escape-par- there in the state in which it had been left in 1794, 
ticularly in 176 I and in 18 II. On the former' commanded the king's smith, who was in attendance, 
occasion one was dashed to pieces; on the latter, I to force open the great chest, the keys of which had 
a captain and forty-nine men got out of the fortress I been sought for in vain. The general impression 
in the night, by cutting a hole in the bottom of that the regalia had been secretly removed weighed 
the parapet, below the place commonly called the I heavily on the hearts of all while the labour pro- 
Devil's Elbow, and letting themselves down by a I ceeded. The chest seemed to return a hollow and 
rope, and more would have got out had not the empty sound to the strokes of the hammer; and 
nearest sentinel fired his musket. One fell and even those whose expectations had been most 
was killed 200 feet below. The rest were all sanguine felt at the moment the probability of bitter 
re-captured on the Glasgow Road. disappomtment, and could not but be sensible that, 
In the Grand Parade an octagon tower of con- should the result of the search confirm those fore- 
siderable height gives access to the strongly vaulted I bodings, it would only serve to show that a national 
crown room, in which the Scottish regalia are affront, an injury had. been sustained, for which it 
shown, and wherein they were so long hidden I might be difficult, or rather impossible, to obtain 
from the nation, that they were generally believed redress. The joy was therefore extreme when, the 
to have been secretly removed to England anù 
 ponderous lid of the chest having been forced open, 
destroyed; and the mysterious room, which was at the expense of some time and labour, the regalia 
never opened, became a source of wonder to the: were discovered lying at the bottom covered with 
soldiers, and of superstition to many a Highland linen cloths, exactly as they had been left in 1707, 
sentinel when pacing on his lonely post at night. I being 110 years before, since they had been surren- 
On the 5th of November, 1794, in prosecuting dered by William the ninth Earl Marischal to the 
a search for some lost Parliamentary records, custody of the Earl of Glasgow, Treasurer-Deputy 
the crown-room was opened by the Lieutenant- , of Scotland. The reliques were passed from hand 
Governor and other commissioners. It was dark, : to hand, and greeted with the affectionate reverence 
being then windowless, and filled with foul air. In which emblems so venerable, restored to public 
the grated chimney lay the ashes of the last fire view after the slumber of more than a hundred 
and a cannon ball, which still lies where it had years, were so peculiarly calculated to excite. The 
fallen in some past siege; the dust of eighty-seven discovery was instantly communicated to the public 
years lay on the paved floor, and the place looked by the display of the royal standard, and was 
grim and desolate. Major Drummond repeatedly greeted by the shouts of the soldiers in garrison, 
shook the oak chest; it returned no sound, was and a vast multitude assembled on the Castle hill; 
supposed to be empty, and stronger in the hearts; indeed the rejoicing was so general and sincere as 
of the Scots waxed the belief that the Government, plainly to show that, however altered in other 
in wicked policy, had destroyed its contents; but I respects, the people of Scotland had lost nothing of 
murmurs arose from time to time, as the years went I that national enthusiasm which formerly had dis- 
on, and a crown, called that of Scotland, was ac- I played itself in grieffor the loss of those emblematic 
tually shown in the Tower of London! honours, and now was expressed in joy for their 
At length, in 1817, ten years after the death recovery." 
..of Cardinal York, the Prince Regent, afterwards I Covered with glass and secured in a strong iron 
I 
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cage, the regalia now lie on a white marble table The ancient crown worn by Robert I. and his 
in the crown-room, together with four other me- successors underwent no change till it was clo
ed 
morials of the House of Stuart, which belonged with four arches by order of James V., and it is 
to the venerable Cardinal York, and were deposited thus described in the document deposited with the 
there by order of King William in 1830. These Regalia in the crown-room, in 17 0 7 :- 
are the golden collar of the Garter presented to "The crown is of pure gold, enriched with 
James VI. by Elizabeth, with its appendage the many precious stones, diamonds, pearls, and cu- 
George; the order of St. Andrew, cut on an onyx rious enamellings. It is composed of a fillet which 
and having on the reverse the badge of the Thistle, goes round the head, adorned with twenty-two 
which opens with a secret spring, revealing a beau. , large precious stones. Above the great circle there 
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tiful nllmature of Anne of Denmark, and, lastly, is a small one formed with twenty points, adorned 
the ancient ruby ring which the kings of Scotland with the like number of diamonds and sapphires 
wore at their coronation. It was last used by the I alternately, and the points tipped with great pearls: 
unhappy Charles 1., and, after all its wanderings I the upper circle is elevated with ten crosses floree. 
with his descendants, is now in its olà receptacle, each adorned in the centre with a great diamonò 
together with the crown, sceptre, sword of state, betwixt four great pearls placed in the cross, ont' 
and the golden mace of Lord High Treasurer. and one, and these crosses floree are interchanged 
The mace, like the sceptre, is surmounted by a with ten high ./leurs de l;'s, all alternately with the 
great crystal beryl, stones doubtless of vast anti- great pearls below, which top the points of the 
quity. The" great beryl" was an amulet which second small circle. From the upper circle proceed 
had made part of the more ancient sceptre of the four arches, adorned with enamelled figures, which 
Scottish kings, and such beryls are supposed by meet and close at the top surmounted by a lllonde 
some to have been the official badge of the arch- of gold, enamelled blue semee, powdered with stars, 
Druid. Such are still known among the Highlanders crossed and enamelled with a large cross patee, 
by the title of Clach-bhuai, or .. stone of power." I adorned III the extremities with great pearls, and 
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cantoned with other four in the angles. The tiar, or 
bonnet, was of purple velvet; but, in 1685, it got a 
cap of crimson velvet, adorned with four plates of 
gold, on each of them a great pearl, and the bonnet 
is trimmed up with ermine. Upon the lowest circle 
there are eight small holes, two and two, on the 
four quarters of the crown, which were for lacing 
or tying thereto diamonds or precious stones. 
The crown is 9 inches in diameter, 27 inches 
about, and. in height from the under circle to the 
top of the cross patee 6t inches. 
"The sceptre: its stem or stalk, which is of 
silver double overgilt, is two feet long, of a hexagon 
form, with three buttons or knobs; betwixt the 
first button and the second is the handle of a 
hexagon form, furling in the middle and plain. 
Betwixt the second button and the third are three 
sides engraven. From the third button to the 
capital the three sides under the statues are plain, 
and on the other three are antique engravings. Upon 
the top of the stalk is an antique capital of leaves 
embossed-, the abacus whereof arises round the 
prolonged stem, surrounded with three little statues; 
between every two statues arises a rullion in the 
form of a dolphin; above the rullions and statues 
stands another hexagon button, with oak leaves 
under every corner, and down it a crystal (beryl?) 
globe. The whole sceptre is in length 34 inches." 
The statues are those of the Virgin, S1. Andrew, 
and St. James. The royal initials, J. R. V. are 
engraved under them. If James V. had this 
sceptre made, the metallic settings of the great 
beryl belong to some sceptre long anterior to 
his time. 
"The sword is in length 5 feet; the handle and 
pommel are of silver overgilt, in length 15 inches. 
The pommel is round and somewhat flat on the two 
sides. The traverse or cross of the sword, which 
is of silver overgilt, is in length I 7 
 inches; its 
form is like two dolphins with their heads joining 
and their tails ending in acorns; the shell is 
hanging down towards the point of the sword, 
formed like an escalop flourished, or rather like 
a green oak-leaf. On the blade of the sword 
are indented with gold these letters-JuLIUS II. P. 
The scabbard is of crimson velvet, covered with 
silver wrought in philagram-work into branches of 
the oak-tree leaves and acorns." Such are the 
Scottish regalia, which, since the destruction of 
those of Engbnd by Cromwell, are the only ancient 
regal emblems in Great Britain. 
The sword of state is of an earlier date than the 
rod of the sceptre, being presented by the warlike 
Pope Julius to James IV. with a consecrated hat 
in 1507. The keys of St. Peter figure prominently 


among the filagree work. After the fall of the Castle 
of Dunottar, in 1651, the belt of the sword became 
an heirloom in the family of Ogilvie of Barras. 
The great pearl in the - apex of the crown is 
alleged to be the same which in 1620 was found 
in the burn of Kellie, a tributary of the Ythan 
in Aberdeenshire, and was "so large and beautiful 
that it was esteemed the best that had at any time 
been found in Scotland." Sir Thomas Menzies, 
Provost of Aberdeen, obtaining this precious jewel, 
presented it to James VI., who in requital" gave 
him twelve or fourteen chaldron of victuals about 
Dunfermline, and the custom of certain merchant 
goods during his life." <I- 
Before quitting the Castle of Edinburgh, it is im- 
possible to omit some special reference to Mons 
Meg-that mighty bombard which is thirteen feet 
long and two feet three and a half inches within the 
bore, and which was long deemed by the Scots a 
species of palladium, the most ancient cannon in 
Europe, except one in Lisbon, and a year older 
than those which were made for Mahomet II. 
Not a vestige of proof can be shown for the popular 
error that this gun was forged at Mons, while un- 
varying tradition, supported by very strong corro- 
borative evidence, proves that she was formed by 

cottish artisans, by order of James II., when he 
besieged the rebellious Douglases in the castle 
of Thrieve, in Galloway, during 1455. He posted 
his artillery at the Three Thorns of the Carlinwark, 
one of which is still surviving; but their fire proving 
ineffective, a smith named MCKim, and his sons, 
offered to constmct a more efficient piece of ord- 
nance. Towards this the inhabitants of the vicinity 
contributed each a gaud, or iron bar. Tradition, 
which never varied, indicated the place where it was 
forged, a mound near the Three Thoms, and when 
the road was formed there, that mound was di
- 
covered to be a mass of cinders and the iron débris 
of a great forge. To this hour the place where the 
great gun was posted is named Knock-;a1l11011. Only 
two of ::\leg's bullets were discharged before Thrieve 
surrendered, and it is remarkable that both have 
been found there. "The first," says the Nei<' 
Statistical Accoll1lt, "was, towards the end of the 
last century, picked out of the well and delivered to 
Gordon of Greenlaw. The second was discovered 
in 1841, by the tenant of Thrieve, when removing 
an accumulation of rubbish." It lay in a line direc! 
from Knock-cannon to the breach in the wall. To 
reward M'Kim James bestowed upon him the 
forfeited lands of Mollance. The smith is said to 
have named the gun after his wife; and the con- 


. CI Succinct Survey of Aberùeell, 16 8 5. 17 
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traction of the name from l\1011ance to lifo/lee, or ! so rapid a rate that such repetltloll as IS Ull- 
Mons Meg, was quite natural to the Scots, who avoidable will be overlooked. In the present 
sink the I's in aU similar words. The balls still day the Castle is entered by a barrier of pali- 
preserved in the Castle of Edinburgh, piled on sades, beyond which are a deep ditch and draw- 
each side of the gun, are exactly similar to those bridge protected by a tête-dt'-þo/zt, flanked out and 
found in Thrieve, and are of Galloway granite, defended by cannon. Within are two guard- 
from the summit of the Binnan Hill, near the houses, the barrier and the main, the fonner 
Carlinwark. "" Andrew Symson, whose description a mean-looking edifice near which once stood a 
of Galloway was written 180 years ago, records grand old entrance-gate, having many rich sculp- 
"that in the isle of Thrieve, the great gun, called tures, an entablature, and a pediment rising from 
Mounts Meg, was wrought and made." This, pilasters. Above the bridge rises the great half- 
though slightly incorrect as to actual spot, being moon battery of 1573, and the eastern curtain 
written so long since, goes to prove the Scottish wall, which includes an ancient peel with a corbelled 
origin of the gun, which bears a conspicuous place rampart. The path, which millions of armed men 
in aU the treasurer's accounts j and of this pedigree must have trod, winds round the northern side of 
of the gun Sir Walter Scott was so convinced that, the rock, passing three gateways, the inner of which 
as he wrote, "henceforth all conjecture must be set is a deep-mouthed archway wherein two iron 
aside." In 1488 the gun was employed at the siege portcullises once hung. This building once termi- 
of Dumbarton, then held for James III. by his nated in a crenelated square tower, but was some 
adherents. In 1497, when James IV. invaded years ago converted into a species of state prison, 
England in the cause of Perkin \Varbeck, he con- and black.hole for the garrison; and therein, in 
veyed it with his other artillery on a new stock 1792, Robert Watt and David Downie, who were 
made at St. Leonard's Craig j and the public sentenced to death for treason, were confined; 
accounts mention the sum paid to those who and therein, in times long past and previous to. 
brought "hame Monse and the other artailzerie these, pined both the Marquis and Earl of Argyle, 
from Dalkeith." It was frequently used during the and many of high rank but of less note, down 
civil war in 1571, and two men died of their exer- to 1747. 
tion in dragging it from the Blackfriars Yard to the Above the arch are two sculptured hounds, the 
Castle. On that occasion payment was made to a supporters of the Duke of Gordon, governor in 
person through whose roof one of the bullets had 1688, and between these is the empty panel 
fallen in mistake. In Cromwell's list of captured from which Cromwell cast down the royal arnlS 
gons, in 1650, mention is made of "the great iron in 1650. Above it is a pediment and little cornice 
muroerer, Meg j" and Ray, in his c, Observations" between the triglyphs of which may be traced 
on Scotland eleven years after, mentions the" great alternately the star and crowned heart of the 
old iron gun which they call frÍounts lIft!g, and Regent Morton. Beyond this arch, on the left, are 
some C Meg of Berwick.''' A demi-bastion near tlle steps ascending to the citadel, the approaches 
the Scottish gate there bears, or bore, the name of to which are defended by loopholes for cannon 
Meg's lI[OUflt, which in those days was the term for and musketry. On the right hand is a gun battery, 
a battery. Another, in Stirling, bore the same named from John Duke of Argyle, commander- 
name j hence \\'e may infer that the gun has been in-chief in Scotland in 17 I 5; below it is Robert 
in both places. It was stupidly removed in mistake, Mylne's battery, built in 1689; and on the acclivity 
among unserviceable guns, to the Tower of London of the steep hill are a bomb-proof powder maga- 
in 1758, where it was shown till 1829, when, by the zine, erected in 1746, the ordnance office, and 
patriotic exertions of Sir Walter Scott, it was sent the house of the governor and storekeeper, an 
home to Edinburgh, and escorted from Leith back edifice erected apparently in the reign of Queen 
to its old place in the Castle by three troops of Anne, having massive walls and wainscoted apart- 
cavalry and the 73rd or Perthshire regiment, with ments. In the former is a valuable collection of 
a band of pipers playing at the head of the pro- fire-arms of every pattern, from the wheel-lock 
cession. petronel of the fifteenth century down to the latest 
We are now in a position to take a brief but rifled arms of precision. 
comprehensive ,-iew of the whole Castle, with There, also, is the armoury, formed for the 
which we haye hitherto dealt in detail, and though receptioll of 30,000 rifle muskets, several ancient 
we must go 0\ er the same ground, we shall do so at' brass howitzers, several hundred coats of black mail 
_ I (most of which are from the arsenal of the knights 
. .. Hi>tor) of Gallo"a}." of Malta), some forty stand of colours, belonging 
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to extinct Scottish regiments, and various weapons 
from the field of Culloden, particularly the Doune 
steel pistols, of beautiful workmanship, worn by 
Highland gentlemen. 
N ear this rises the Hawk Hill, where kings and 
nobles practised falconry of old; on the left is 
the Gothic arch of the citadel; and on the right 
rises the great mass of the hideous and uncomfort- 
able infantry barracks, erected partly on the 
archery butts, in 1796, and likened by Sir Walter 
Scott to a vulgar cotton-mill. This edifice is 15 0 
feet long, and four storeys high to the westward, 
where it rises on a massive arcade, and from its 
windows can be had a magniticent prospect, extend- 
ing almost to the smoke of Glasgow, and the blue 

one of Ben Lomond, fifty miles distant. 
On the south-west is Drury's gun-battery, so 
nanIed from the officer of Scottish Engineers who 
built it in 1689, and in its rear is the square prison- 
house, built in 1840. Passing through the citadel 
gate, we find on the left the modern water.tank, 
the remains of the old shot-yard, the door of which 
has now disappeared; but on the gablet above it 
was a thistle, with the initials D.G.M.S. Here is 
the king's bastion, on the north-west verge of the 
citadel, and on the highest cliff of the Castle rock. 
Here, too, are St. Margaret's Chapel, which we 
have already described, Mons Meg, frowning, as 
of old, from the now-ruinous mortar battery, and 
a piece of bare rock, the site of a plain modern 

hapel, the pointed window of which was once 

onspicuous from Princes Street, but which was 
demolished by Colonel Moodie, R.E., in expecta- 
tion that one more commodious would be erected. 
But many years have since passed, and this has 
never been done, consequently there is now no 
chapel for the use of the troops of any religious 
denomination; while the office of chaplain has 
also been abolished, at 
a time when Edinburgh 
has been made a depôt 
centre for Scottish regi- 
ments, and in defiance 
of the fact that the 
Castle is under the 
Presbytery, and IS a 
parish of the city. 
The platform of the 
balf-moon battery is 
5 IO feet above the level 
of the Forth. It is 
armed with old 18 and 
24 pounders, one of 
which is, at one P,M., 
fired by electricity as a 


time-gun, by a wire from the Calton Hill. It is 
furnished with a lofty flagstaff, an iron grate for 
beacon fires, and contains a draw-well 110 feet 
deep. From its massive portholes Charles II. saw 
the rout of Cromwell's troops at Lochend in 16 5 0 ; 
and from there the Corsican chief Paoli in 177 I, 
the Grand Duke Nicholas in 1819, George IV. in 
1822, Queen Victoria, and many others of note, 
ha ve viewed the city that stretched at their feet 
below. 
Within this battery is the ancient square or 
Grand Parade, where some of the most interesting 
buildings in the Castle are to be found, as it is 
on the loftiest, most precipitous, and inaccessible 
portion of the isolated rock. Here, abutting on 
the very verge of the giddy cliff, overhanging the 
Grassmarket, several hundred feet below, stands 
all that many sieges have left of the ancient royal 
palace, forming the southern and eastern sides of 
the quadrangle. The chief feature of the former is 
a large battlemented edifice, now nearly destroyed 
by its conversion into a military hospital. This 
was the ancient hall of the Castle, in length 80 
feet by 33 in width, and 27 in height, and 
lighted by tall mullioned windows from the south, 
wherein Parliaments have sat, kings have feasted 
and revelled, ambassadors been received, and 
treaties signed for peace or war. Some remains 
of its ancient grandeur are yet discernible amid 
the new floors and partitions that have been run 
through it. At the summit of the principal stair- 
case is a beautifully-sculptured stone corbel repre- 
senting a well-cut female face, ornamented on each 
side by a volute and thistle. On this rests one of 
the original beams of the open oak roof, and on each 
side are smaller beams with many sculptured shields, 
all defaced by the whitewash of the barrack 
pioneers and hospital orderlies. "The view from 
the many windows on 
this side is scarcely sur- 
passed by any other in 
the capital. Immedia- 
tely below are the pic- 
turesque old houses of 
the Grassmarket and 
\-Vest Port, crowned by 
the magnificent towers 
of Heriot's Hospital. 
From this deep abyss 
the hum of the neigh- 
bouring city rises up, 
mellowed by the dis- 
tance, into one pleasing 
voice of life and indus- 
try; while far beyond a 
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gorgeous landscape is spread out, reaching almost have died. It is a handsome edifice, repaired so 
to the ancient landmarks of the kingdom, guarded lately as 1616, as a date remains to show; but its 
on the far east by the old keep of Craigmillar, and octagonal tower, square turrets and battlements, 
on the west by Merchiston Tower." Besides the were probably designed Ly Sir James Hamilton 
hall in this edifice there was another in the fortress; of Finnart, the architect to James V. A semi- 
for among the items of the High Treasurer's ac- octagonal tower of considerable height gives access 
counts, in 1516, we find for flooring the Lord's to the strongly vaulted and once totally dark room 
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EDINBURGH, FROM THE KING'S BASTION, 1825, (A./fn- Ewbank.) 


Hall in David's Tower, 10S., and other payments in which the regalia-or all of it that the greedy 
for woodwork in the" Gret Ha' windois in the James VI. was unable to take with him to England 
Castell, gret gestis and dowbill dalis for the mrd I-lay so long hidden from view, and where they are 
chalmer, the king's kechin, and the New Court now exhibited daily to visitors, who number several 
kechin in David's Toure," and for the Register thousands every week. The room was greatly 
House built in 1542 by" John Merlyoune," who improved in 1848, when the ceiling was repaired 
first paved the High Street by order of James V. I with massive oak panelling, having shields in bold 
On the east side of the square is the old palace, ' relief, and a window was opened to the square. 
or royal lodging, in which many stirring events Two barriers close this room, one a gra
 _d door of 
have happened, many a lawless deed been done, vast strength like a small portcullis. 
where the longest line of sovereigns in the Bri- In this building Mary of Guise died in 1550, 
tish Isles dwelt, and many have been born and and a doorway, bearing the date of 1566, gives 
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entrance to the apartment in which her daughter of Edinburgh," and is again confirmed as such in the- 
was delivered of James VI. It was formerly part charter of Alexander III. and several Papal bulls, 
of a large room which, before being partitioned, and the "paroche kirk within the said Castell," is 
measured 30 by 25 feet. On the 11th of February, distinctly referred to by the Presbytery of Edin- 
15 6 7, after the murder of Darnley, Mary retired burgh in 1595'* In 1753 it was divided into three 
to this apartment, where she had the walls hung storeys, and filled with tents, cannon, and other mu- 
with black, and remained in strict seclusion until nitions of war. 
after the funeral. KiUigrew, who came from A winding stair descends from the new bar- 
Elizabeth with letters of condolence, on his in- racks to the butts, where the rock is defended 
troduction found "the Queen's Majesty in a by the western wall and Bute's Battery, near which, 
dark chamber, so tllat he could not see her at an angle, a turret, named the Queen's Post,. 
face, but by her words she seemed very doleful." occupies the site of St. Margaret's Tower. Fifty 
In 18 49, an antique iron chisel, spear-shaped, fe
t below the level of the rock is another guard- 
was found in the fireplace of this apartment, house and one of the draw-wells poisoned by the 
which was long used as a canteen for the soldiers, English in 157 2 . Near it is the ancient postern gate, 
but has now been renovated, though in a rude wherc Dundee held his parley with the Duke of 
and inelegant form. Gordon in 1688, and through which, perhaps, St. 
Below the grand hall are a double tier of Margaret's body was borne in 10 93. 
strongly.vaulted dungeons, entered by a passage From thence there is a sudden ascent by steps,. 
from the west, and secured by an intricate arrange- behind the banquette of the bastions and near 
ment of iron gates and massive chains. In one the principal magazine, to Mylne's Mount, where 
of these Kirkaldy of Grange buried his brother there is another grate for a bale-fire to alarm Fife, 
David Melville. The small loophole that admits Stirling, and the north. The fortifications are 
light into each of these huge vaults, whose irregular, furnished throughout with strong stone- 
origin is lost in the mists of antiquity, is strongly turrets, and prepared for mounting about sixty 
secured by three ranges of iron bars. Within these pieces of cannon. Two door-lintels covered with 
drear abodes have captives of all kinds pined, and curious sculptures are still preserved: one over the- 
htterly the French prisoners, forty of whom slept entrance to the ordnance office represents Mons 
in each. In some are still the wooden frames to Meg and other ancient cannon; the other a can- 
which their hammocks were slung. Under Queen noneer of the sixteenth century, in complete armour, 
Mary's room there is one dungeon excavated out in the act of loading a small culverin. 
of the solid rock, and having, as we have said, an The Castle farm is said to have been the ancient 
iron staple in its wall to which the prisoner was village of Broughton, which St. David granted to 
chained. the monks of Holyrood; the Castle gardens we 
The north side of the quadrangle consists now have already referred to; and to the barns, stables, 
of an uninteresting block of barracks, erected about and lists attached to it, we shall have occasion to 
the middle of the eighteenth century, and altered, refer elsewhere. 
but scarcely improved, in 1860-2, by the Royal En- The Castle company was a corps of Scottish 
gineers and Mr, Charles W. Billings. It occupies the soldiers raised in January 166 I, and formed a 
site, and was built from the materials, of what was permancnt part of the garrison till 1818, whcn, 
once a church of vast dimensions and unknown an- with the ancicnt band of Mary of Guise, which 
tiquity, but the great western gable of which was long garrisoned the Castle of Stirling, they were in- 
ago a conspicuous feature above the eastern curtain corporated in one of the thirteen veteran battalions 
wall. By Maitland it is described as "a very long embodied in that year. The Castle being within 
and large ancient church, which from its spacious the abrogated parish of Hol} rood, has a burial-place 
dimensions I imagine that it was not only built for for its garrison in the Canongate churchyard; but 
the use of the garrison, but for the service of the dead have been buried within the walls frequently 
neighbouring inhabitants before St. Giles's church during sieges and blockades, as in 1745, when nine- 
was erected for their accommodation." Its great teen soldiers and three women were interred on the 
font, and many beautifully carved stones were found I summit of the rock. 
built into the barrack wall during recent alterations. The Castle is capable of containing 3,000 in- 
lt is sup\.-_ "Jed to have been a church erected after fantry; but the accommodation for troops is greatly 
the death of the pious Queen Margaret, and dedi- I neglected by Government, and the barracks have 
catcd to her, as it is mentioned by David I. in his l -- 
HolYrood charter as .. the church of the Castle . Wodrow.s" Miscellany." 
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been characterised as" hovels that are a disgrace " Castle in the fine lines of Burns's "Address to 
to Europe." Edinburgh":- 
In lists concerning the Castle of Edinburgh, .. There, watching high the least alarms, 
the first governor appears to have been Thomas de Thy rough, rude fortress gleams afar; 
Cancia in I 147 ; the first constable, David Kincaid Like some bold vet'ran, grey in arms, 
of Coates House, in 1542 j and the first State pri- And marked with many a seamy scar; 
soner warded therein Thomas of Colville in 1210, The pond'rous wall and massy bar, 
Grim rising o'er the rugged rock, 
Ior conspiring against \Villiam the Lion. Have oft withstood assailing war, 
We may fittingly take leave of the grand old ' And oft repelled th' invader's shock. " 


CH.-\PTER VIII. 
THE CASTLE HILL. 


The Esplanade oc Castle Hill-Castle Banks-The Celtic Crosses-The Secret Passage and Well-house Tower-The Church on the Castle Hill- 
The Reservoir-The House of Allan Ramll'.,ay-Executions for Treason, Sorcery, &c.-The \la...ter of Forbes-Lady Jane Douglas-Ca",tle 
Hill Promenade-Question as to the Proprietary of the Esplanade and Castle Hill. 


" Archæologia Scotica," which contains an "Eleg:e 
on the great and famous Blew Stone which lay on 
the Castle Hill, and was interred there." On this 
relic, probably a boulder, a string of verses form 
the doggerel elegy :- 


"THE Castle Hill," says Dr. Chambers, " is partly 
an esplanade, serving as a parade ground for the 
garrison, and partly a street, the upper portion of 
that vertebral line which, under the names of Lawn- 
market, High Street, and Canongate, extends to 
Holyrood Palace ;" but 
it is with the Esplanade 
and banks we have 
chiefly to deal at 
present. 
Those who now see 
the Esplanade, a peace- 
ful open space, 510 feet 
in length by 300 in 
breadth, with the squads 
of Highland soldiers at 
drill, or the green bank 0. :\ 
that slopes away to the 
J j ,
 
north, covered with ' Xr' J I

.\ ,'1 
beautiful timber, swann- 
. 
 I)" pf , 
ing in summer with lit- 
 
" J The woolpacks evi- 
tIe ones in care of their 
, ....." "', ., I 'i::.
, 
 dently refer to the siege 
nurses, can scarcely -^-J'" ?'-- 
 . 
 ,,
.' 
!.C"'SJr' -.- (/' of 1689. 
. .',....
:;t

 ... 'J :

..-y::.;".!' f Th I d 
reahse that thereon ,
"'-' 
, * 
 ;r.;.' e Esp ana e was 
d h . S ( :./ 
] J' 
-,,'" '/1'fW'. ::' ; (' d . 8 6 b 
stoo t e anCient p\lr, ..Jßy,.",--. JC / /' ,. IJ:...> 
 ,&_ ",,;,.. Improve m I I ya 
before which so many RUNIC CROSS, CASTLE BAJii:K. parapet and railing on 
men have perished the north, and a few 
sword in hand, and that it was the arena of so years after by a low wall on the south, strengthened 
many revolting executions by the axe and stake, by alternate towers and turrets. A bronze statue of 
for treason, heresy, and sorcery. the Duke of York and Albany. K.G., holding his 
It lay in a rough state tiU 1753, when the earth marshal's bâton, was erected on the north side in 
taken from the foundations of the Royal Exchange I 1839, and a little lower down are two Celtic memorial 
was spread over it, and the broad flight of forty I crosses of remarkable beauty. The larger and 
steps which gave access to the drawbridge was more ornate of them was erected in 1862, by the 
buried. The present ravelin before the half-moon officers and soldiers of the 78th Ross-shire High- 
was built in 1723; but alterations in the level must landers, to the memory of their comrades who feU 
have taken place prior to that, to judge from during the revolt in India in 1857-8; and 
he 
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.. Our old Blew Stone, that's 
dead and gone, 
His marrow may not be; 
Large, twenty feet in length 
he was, 
His bulk none e'er did 
ken; 
Dour and dief, and run with 
grief, 
\\Then he preserved mt'n. 
Behind his back a battelie 


wa
, 
Contrived with packs of 
woo, 
Let's now think on, since 
he is gone, 
\Ve're in the Ca
t1e's 


view." 
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smaller cross was raised, "In memory of Colonel 
Kenneth Douglas Mackenzie, C.B., who served for 
forty-two years in the 92nd Highlanders-who saw 
much of service in the field, and deserved well of 
his country in war and in peace. . . . Died on 
duty at Dartmoor, 24th August, 18 73." 
On the green bank behind the duke's statue is a 


Two relics of great antiquity remain on this side 
of the Castle bank-a fragment of the secret 
passage, and the ruins of the Well-house tower, 
which, in 1450, and for long after, guarded the 
pathway that led under the rock to the church of 
St Cuthbert. Within the upper and lower portion 
of this tower, a stair, hewn in the living rock, was 
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EViNBURGH CASTLE, FROM THE KING'S MEWS, 1825. (A/lerEwhan".) 


very curious monumental stone, which, however, 
can scarcely be deemed a local antiquity-though 
of vast age. It was brought from the coast of 
Sweden by Sir Alexander Seton, of Preston. many 
years ago. On it is engraved a serpent encircling a 
cross, and on the body of the fonner is an inscrip- 
tion in runes, signifying- 
ARI ENGRAVED THIS STONE IN MEMORY 
OF HIALI\I, HIS FATHER. 
GOD HELP HIS SOUL! 


found a few years ago, buried under a mass of 
rubbish, among which was a human skull, shattered 
by concussion on a step. Many human bones lay 
near it, with various coins, chiefly of Edward I. and 
Edward III.; others were Scottish and foreign. 
Many fragments of exploded bombs were found 
among the upper layer of rubbish, and in a 
breach of the tower was found imbedded a 
4 8 -pound shot. At certain seasons, woodcock, 
snipe, and water-ducks are seen hOVE'ring near 
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the ruins, attracttd by the dampness of the soil, remains referred to in our first chapeer. This was 
where for ages the artificial loch lay. A few feet the site of the ancient water-house. It was not 
eastward of the tower there was found in the bank, I until r621 that the citizens discovered the necessity 
in 1820, a large coffin of thick fir containing three for a regular supply of water beyond that which 
skeletons, a male and two females, supposed to be the public wells with their water-carriers afforded. 
those of a man named Sinclair and his two sisters, It cannot be supposed that the stagnant fluid of the 
who were all drowned in the loch in 1628 for a north and south lochs could be fit for general use, 
horrible crime. yet, in 1583 and 159 8 , it was proposed to supply 
Eastward of this tower of the 15th century are the the city from the latter. Eleven years after the 
remains of a long, low archway, walltd with rubble, date above mentioned, Peter Brusche, a German 
but arched with well-hewn stones, popularly known engineer, contracted to supply the city with water 
as "the lion's den," and which has evidently formed I from the lands of Comiston, in a leaden pipe of three 
a portion of that secret escape or covered way I inches' bore, for a gratuity of L SO. By the year 
from the Castle (which no Scottish fortress was ever 1704 the increase of population rendered an addi- 
without), the tradition concerning which is of general I tional supply from Liberton and the Pentland Hills 
and very ancient belief; and this idea has been still I necessary. As yea{s passed on the old water-house 
further strengthened by the remains oî a similar proved quite inadequate to the wants of the citro 
subterranean passage being found below Brown's It was removed in 1849, and in its place now stands 
Close, on the Castle Hill. At the highest part of the great resenoir, by which old and new Edin- 
the latter stood the ancient barrier gate of 1450, burgh are alike supplied with water unexampled in 
separating the fortress from the city. This gate purity, and drawn chiefly from an artificial lake 
wa
 temporarily replaced on the occasion of the in the Pentlands, nearly seven miles distant. On 
visit of George IV. in 1822, and by an iron the outside it is only one storey in height, \\ ith a 
dlt'i'azn: de frise-to isolate the 82nd Regiment and tower of 40 feet high; but within it has an area 110 
garrison generally-during the prevalence of Asiatic feet long, 90 broad, and 30 deep, containing two 
cholera, ten years subsequently. millions of gallons of water, which can be distributed 
There stood on th
 north side of the Castle through the entire city at the rate of 5,000 gallons 
Hill an ancient 
hurch, some vestiges of which were per minute. 
visible in Maitland's time, in 1753, and which he Apart from the citr, embosomed among trees- 
supposed to have been dedicated to St. Andre\\ the and though lower down than this reservoir, yet 
patron of Scotland, and which he had seen referred perched high in air-upon the northern bank of the 
to in a deed of gift of twenty merks yearly, Scottish Esplanade, stands the little octagonal villa of Allan 
money, to the Trinity altar thtrein, by Alexander Ramsay, from the windows of which the poet could 
Curor, vicar of Livingstone, 20th December, 1488. enjoy an extensive view of aU the fields, farms, and 
In June, 1754, when some workmen were levelling tiny hamlets that lay beyond the loch below, with 
this portion of the Castle Hill, they discovered a the vast panorama beyond-the Firth of Forth, 
subterranean chamber, fourteen feet square, with the hills of Fife and Stirling. "The sober 
whtrein lay a crowned image of the Virgin, hewn and industrious life of this exception to the race 
of very white stone, two brass altar candlesticks, of poets having resulted in a small competencr, 
some trinkets, and a few ancient Scottish and French he built this oddly-shaped house in his latter days, 
coins. By several remains of burnt matter and two designing to enjoy in it the Horatian quiet he had 
Í.lfgt cannon balls being also found there, this so often eulogised in his verse. The story goes," 
edilìce was supposed to have been demolished says Chambers in his" Traditions," " that, shO\\ing 
during some of the sieges undergone by the Castle it soon after to the clever Patrick Lord Elibank. 
since the imention of artillery. And in December, with much fussy interest in its externals and accom- 
18 49. when the Castle Hill was being excavated modation, he remarked that the wags were already 
for the new r
servoir, several finely-carved stones at work on the subject -they likened it to a goose- 
were found in what was understood to be the pie (owing to the roundness of the shape). 'Indeed, 
foundation of this chapel or of Christ's Church, Allan,' said his lordship, 'now I see you in it I think 
which was commenced there in 1637, and had the wags are not far wrong!" 
actually proceeded so far that Gordon of Rothie- Ramsay, the author of the most perfect pastoral 
may shows it in his m:lp with a high-pointed spire, poem in the whole scope of British literature, and 
but it was abandoned, and its materials used in a song \Hiter of great merit, was secretly a 
the erection of the present church at the Tron. Jacobite, though a regular attendant in St. Giles's 
Undtr all this were found those pre-historic human Church. Opposed to the morose manners of his. 
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time, he delighted in music and the theatre, and youth,,, hen teaching drawing to the daughters of 
it was his own advanced taste and spirit that led Sir Alexander Lindesay, of Evelick, one of them fell 
him, in 1725, to open a circulating library for the in love with him, and as the consent of the parents 
diffusion of fiction among the citizens of the time. was impossible then, they were secretly united in 
Three years subsequently, in the narrow-minded wedlock. He died at Dover in 1784, after which 
spirit of "the dark age" of Edinburgh, the magis- the pr3perty went to his son, General John Ramsay 
:rates were moved to action, by the fear this new (latterly of the Chasseurs Britanniques), who, at his 
kind of reading might have on the minds of youth, death in 1845, left the property to "lurray of Hen- 
and actually tried, but without effect, to put his derland, and so ended the line of the author of 
library down. Among the leaders of these self- "The Gentle Shepherd." 
constituted guardians of morality was Erskine Lord Havmg thus described the locality of the Espla- 
Grange, whose life was a scandal to the age. In 1736 nade, we shall now relate a few of the terrible 
Allan Rarr.say's passion for the drama prompted him episodes-apart from war and tumult-of which it 
to erect a theatre in Carrubber's Close; but in the has been the scene. 
ensuing year the act for licensing the stage was In the reign of James V. the Master of Forbes 
passed, and the magistrates ordered the house to was executed here for treason. He and his father 
be shut up. By this speculation he lost a good deal had been warded in the Castle on that charge in 
of money, but it is remarked by his biographers 1536. By George Earl of Huntly, who bore a 
that this was perhaps the only unfortunate project bitter animosity to the house of Forbes, the former 
in which he ever engaged. His constant cheerful- had been accused of a design to take the life of 
ness and great conversational powers made him the king, by shooting him with a hand-gun in 
a favourite with all classes; and being fond of Aberdeen, and also of being the chief instigator 
<:hildren he encouraged his three daughters to of the mutiny among the Scottish forces at J ed- 
bring troops of young girls about his house, and burgh, when on the march for England. Pro- 
in their sports he mingled" ith a vivacity singular testing his innocence, the ).laster boldly offered to 
in one of his years, and for them he wa" wont to maintain it in single combat against the earl, who 
make dolls and cradles with his own hands. In gave a bond for 30,000 merks to make good his 
that house on the Castle bank he spent the last charge before the 31st of July, 1537. But it was 
twelve years of a blameless life. He did not give not until the I Ith of the same month in the fol- 
up his shop-long the resort of all the wits of lowing year that the 
Iaster was brought to trial, 
Edinburgh, the Hamiltons of Bangour, and Gilbert- before Argyle, the Lord Jnstice General, and 
field, Gay, and others-till 1755. He died in Hnntly failed not to make good his vaunt. 
175 8 , in his seventy-second year, and was buried Though the charges were barely proved, and the 
in the Greyfriars Churchyard, where a tomb marks witnesses were far from exceptionable, the luckless 
his grave. "An elderly female told a friend of ::\laster of Forbes was sentenced by the Com- 
mine," says Chambers, "that she remembered, as missioners of Justiciary and fifteen other men of 
a girl, living as an apprentice with a milliner in high rank to be hanged, drawn, beheaded, and dis- 
the Grassmarket, being sent to Ramsay Garden, membered as a traitor, on the Castle Hill, \\hich 
to assist in making dead-dothes for the poet. She was accordingly done, and his quarters were placed 
could recall, however, no particulars of the same, above the city gates. The judges are supposed to 
but the roses blooming in the death-chamber." have been bribed by Huntly, and many of the jurr, 
The house of the poet passed to his son, Allan, though of noble birth, were his hereditary enemies. 
an eminent portrait painter, a man of high culture, His father, after a long confinement, and under- 
and a favourite in those circles "herein Johnson going a tedious investigation, was released fron.. 
and Boswell moved. He inherited considerable the Castle. 
literary taste from his father, and was the founder But a more terrible e"ecution was soon to follow 
of the" Select Society" of Edinburgh, in 175-1, of -that of Lady Jane Douglas, the young and beau 
which all the learned men there were members. tiful widow of John Lord Glammis, who, with her 
Ey the interest of Lord Bute he was introduced second husband, Archibald Campbell of Skipness, 
to George IlL, when Prince of Wales, whose her son the little Lord Glammis, and John Lyon 
portrait 
e painted. H
 enlarged th.e. house his I an aged priest, were all committed prisoners to the 
fat?er bUIlt, and also raised the additIOnal large I Castle, on an absurd 
harge of s.eeking to compass 
edifices to the e
stward, now known. as Ramsay I the death of the kmg by pOlson and sorcery. 
Gardens. The bIOgraphers of the pamter always "Jane Douglas," says a \\Titer in "MiscelIane1. 
.assert that he made a romantic marriage. In his, Scotica," "was the most renowned beauty in Britain 
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at that time. She was of ordinary stature, but her tuted Court of Justiciary, extremity of agony com- 
mien was majestic; her eyes full, her face oval, pelled them to assent to whatever was asked, and 
her complexion delicate and extremely fair; heaven they were thus condemned by their own lips. 
designed that her mind should want none of those Lady Jane was sentenced to perish at the stake on 
perfections a mortal creature can be capa\.Jle of; the Castle Hill. Her son, her husband, and the 
her modesty was admirable, her courage above what old friar were all replaced in David's Tower, where 
could be expected from her sex, her judgment the first remained a prisoner till 1542. 
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ME'lORIAL CROSS TO THE 7MTH HIGHLANDERS, ESPLANADE, EDINBURGH CASTLE. 


solid, and her carriage winning and affable to her' Mercy was implored in vain, and on the 17 th of 
inferiors." One of the 1110St ardent of her suitors, : July-three days after the execution of the Master 
on the death of Glammis, was a man named I of Forbes-the beautiful and unfortunate Lady 
William Lyon, who, on her preferring Campbell of I Jane was led from the Castle gates and chained to 
Skipness, vowed by a terrible oath to dedicate his I a stake. "Barrels tarred, and faggots oiled, were 
life to revenge.. He thus accused Lady Jane and piled around her, and she was burned to ashes 
the three others named, and though their friends within view of her son and husband, who beheld 
were inclined to scoff at the idea of treason, the the terrible scene from the tower that overlooked 
artful addition of "sorcery" W:lG suited to the it." 
growing superstition of the age, and steeled against I On the following night CampbeU, frenzied by 
them the hearts of many. grief and despair, attempted to escape, but fell over 
EJ\.amille
 on the Tack, before the newly-consti- the rocks, and was found next morning dashed out 
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-of all human shape at the foot of the cliff. James V. 
was struck with remorse on hearing all this terrible 
story. He released the friar; but, singular to say, 
William Lyon was merely banished the kingdom; 
while a man named Mackie, by whom the alleged 
'poison was said to be prepared, was shorn of his 
ears. · 
On the last day of February, 1539, Thomas 
Forret, Vicar of Dollar, John Keillor and John 
Beveridge, two black friars, Duncan Simpson a 
priest, and a gentleman named Robert Forrester, 
were all burned together on the Castle Hill on a 
charge of heresy; and it is melancholy to know that 
a king so good and so humane as James V. was a 
spectator of this inhuman persecution for religion, 
and that he came all the way from Linlithgow 
Palace to \\ itness it, whither he returned on the 
2nd 01 March. It is probable that he viewed it 
from the Castle walls. 
Again and again has the same place been the 
scene of those revolting executions for sorcery 
which disgraced the legal annals of Scotland. 
There, in 1570, Bessie Dunlop "was worried" at 
the stake for simply practising as a "wise woman" 
in curing diseases and recovering stolen goods. 
Several others perished in 1590-1; among others, 
Euphemie 
I 'Calzean, for consorting with the devil, 
abjuring her baptism, making waxen pictures to be 
enchanted, raising a storm to drown Anne of 
Denmark on her way to Scotland, and so forth. t 
In 1600 Isabel Y oc.ng was "woryt at a stake" 
for laying sickness on various persons, "and 
thereafter burnt to ashes on the Castle Hill." + 
Eight years after, James Reid, a noted sorcerer, 
perished in the same place, charged with prac- 
tising healing by the black art, "whilk craft," 
says one authority, "he learned frae the devil, his 
master, in Binnie Craigs and Corstorphine, where 
he met with him and consulted with him divers 
tymes, whiks in the likeness of a man, whiles in 
the likeness of a horse." Moreover, he had tried In 1858 there ensued a dispute between the 
to destroy the crops of Da\id Liberton by putting magistrates of Edinburgh and the Crown as to the 
a piece of enchanted flesh under his mill door, proprietary of the Castle Hill and Esplanade. The 
and to destroy David bodily by making a picture fornler asserted their right to the whole ground 
of him in wax and melting it before a fire, an claimed by the board of ordnance, 3.Cknowledging 
ancient superstition-common to the \Vestern no other boundary to the possessions of the former 
Isles and in some parts of Rajpootana to this than the ramparts of the Castle. This extensive 
day. So great was the horror these crimes excited, I claim they made in virtue of the rights conferred 
that he was taken direct from the court to the upon them by the golden charter of James VI. 
: take. . During th
 ten years of the C
mmonwealth I in 160 3, wherein they were gifted with "all and 
executIOns on tlllS spot occurred with appalling whole, the loch called the North Loch, lands, 
frequency.
 On the 15 th October, 16 5 6 , seven pools, and marisches thereof, the north and south 
I banks and braes situated on the west of the burgh, 
. Tytler, "Criminal Trials," &c. &c. t .. Diurnal ofOccurrents." near the Castle of E
inb
rgh, on both sides of the 
t Spotswood, .. :\lisceIlany." f Pitcairn. I Castle from the public hIghway, and that part of 
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culprits were executed at once, two of whom were 
burned; and on the 9th :March, 1659, "there were," 
says Nicoll," fyve wemen, witches, brint on the 
Castell Hill, all of them confessand their covenant- 
ing with Satan, sum of thame renunceand thair 
baptisme, and all of them oft tymes dancing with 
the devell." 
During the reign of Charles I., when the Earl of 
Stirling obtained permission to colonise Nova 
Scotia, and to sell baronetcies to some 200 sup- 
posed colonists, with power of pit and gallows over 
their lands, the difficulty of enfeoffing them in 
possessions so distant was overcome by a royal 
mandate, converting the soil of the Castle Hill for 
the time being into that of Nova Scotia; and 
between 1625 and 1649 sixty-four of these baronets 
took seisin before the archway of the Spur. 
When the latter was fairly removed the hill 
became the favourite promenade of the citizens; 
and in June, 1709, we find it acknowledged by the 
town council, that the Lord's Day" is profaned by 
people standing in the streets, and vaguing (sic) to 
fields, gardens, and the Castle Hill." Denounce 
all these as they might, human nature never could 
be altogether kept off the Ca<;tle Hill; and in old 
times even the most respectable people promenaded 
there in multitudes between morning and evening 
service. In the old song entitled " The Young 
Laird and Edinburgh Katie," to which A.l1an 
Ramsay added some verses, the fornler addresses 
his mistress ;- 


"\Vat ye wha I met yestreen, 
Coming doon the street, my jo ? 
1\1 Y mistress in her tartan screen, 
FG bonny, braw, and sweet, my jo ! 
'My dear,' quo I, 'thanks to the night, 
That never wished a lover iII, 
Since ye're out 0' your molher's sight, 
Let's tak' a walk up to th
 Hill.'" 
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the said .burgh situated under the Castle Hill to- and found that "all the ground adjacent to the 
wards the north, to the head of the bank, and so Castle of Edinburgh, including the Esplanade and 
going down to the said North Loch," &c. the north and south banks or braes," belonged, 
This right of proprietary seems clear enough, "jure coronæ, to Her Majesty as part and pertinent 
yet Lord Neaves decided in favour of the Crown, I of the said Castle." 


CHAPTER IX. 


THE CASTLE HILL (concluded), 


Dr. Guthrie's Original Ragged School-Old Houses in the Street of the Castle Hill-Duke of Gordon's House, Blair's Close-Webster'. 
Close-Dr. Alex. Webster-Boswell's Cou.t-Hyndford House-Assembly Hall-Houses of the Ma.quis of Argyle, Sir Andrew Kenned}, 
the Earl of Cassillis, the Laird of Cockpen-.Lord Semple's House-Lord Semple-Palace of Mary of Guise-Its Fate. 


ON the north side of this thoroughfare-which, as shall be arranged by the acting committee," 
within 150 years ago, was one of the most which consists of not less than twelve members. 
aristocratic quarters of the old city-two great To this most excellent institution no children 
breaches have been made: one when the Free are admissible who are above fourteen or under five 
Church College was built in 1846, and the other, a years of age, and they must either be natives of 
little later, when Short's Observatory was built in Edinburgh or resident there at least twelve months 
Ramsay Lane, together with the Original Ragged prior to application for admission, though, in special 
School, which owes its e},.istence to the philan- cases, it may be limited to six. N one are admitted 
thropic efforts of the late Dr. Guthrie, who, with or retained who labour under infectious disease, or 
Drs. Chalmers, Cunningham, and Candlish, took whose mental or bodily constitution renders them 
so leading a part in the non-intrusion controversy, incapable of profiting by the institution. All must 
which ended in the disruption in 1843 and the attend church on Sunday, and no formula of 
institution of the Free Church of Scotland. In 1847 doctrine is taught to which their parents may 
Guthrie's fervent and heart-stirring appeals on behalf object, and children are excused from attendance 
of the homeless and destitute children, the little at school or worship on Sunday whose parents 
street Arabs of the Scottish capital, led to the object to their attendance, but who undertake that 
establishment of the Edinburgh Original Ragged the children are otherwise religiously instructed in 
Industrial School, which has been productive of the tenets of the communion to which they belong, 
incalculable benefit to the children of the poorer provided they are in a condition to be entrusted 
classes of the city, by affording them the blessing of with the care of their children. 
a good common and Christian education, by train- Such were the broad, generous, and liberal views 
ing them in habits of industry, enabling them to of Dr. Guthrie, and most ably have they been 
earn an honest livelihood, and fitting them for carried out. 
the duties of life. According to the Report for 1879-which may 
All children are excluded who attend regular be taken as fairly typical of the work done in this 
day-schools, whose parents have a regular income, eminently useful institution-there was an average- 
or who receive support or education from the paro- attendance in the Ramsay Lane Schools of 2 I 6 
chial board; and the Association consists of all sub- boys and 89 girls. The Industrial Department 
scribers of 10S. and upwards per annum, or donors comprises carpentry, box-making, shoemaking, and 
of Ls and upwards; and the general plan upon tailoring, and the net profits made by the boys 
which this ragged school and its branch establish- I in these branches amounted to LI82 14S. s
d. 
ment at Leith Walk, are conducted is as follows, Besides this the boys do all the washing, help the 
viz.:-" To give children an adequate allowance of I cook, make their beds, and wash the rooms they 
food for their daily support; to instruct them in I occupy twice a week. The washing done by boys 
reading, writing, and arithmetic; to train them in was estimated at L 130, amI the girls, equally 
habits of industry, by instructing and employing industrious, did work to the value (including the 
them in such sorts of work as are suited to their washing) of L 109 7 s . 
year
; to teach them. the truths of the Gospel, I Full of years and honour, Dr. Thomas Guthrie 
makmg the Holy SCrIptures the groundwork of died 24th February, 18 73. 
instruction. On Sabbath the children shall recei"e I Memories of these old houses that have passed 
food as on other days, and such religious instruction away, yet remain, while on the opposite side of the 
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street some are unchanged in external aspect since 
the days of the Stuarts. 
On the pediment of a dormer window of the 
house that now forms the south-west angle of the 
street. directly facing the Castle, and overlooking 


arch, within which, is a large coronet, supported by 
two deerhounds, well known features in the Gordon 
arms. Local tradition umversally affirms this 
mansion to have been the residence of the dukes 
of that title, which was bestowed on the house 
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THE CASTLE HILL, 1 8 45. 


the steep flight of steps that descend to Johnston of Huntly in 1684; but the edifice in question 
Terrace, we find a date 1630, with the initials evidently belongs to an anterior age; and the old 
A. M.-11. N., and in the wall below there still tradition was proved to be correct, when in a dis- 
remains a cannon ball, fired from the half-moon position (now in possession of the City Improve. 
during the blockade in 1745. Through this build- I ment Commission) by Sir Robert Baird to his 
ing there is a narrow alley named Blair's Close-so son William, dated 169
. he describes it as "all 
narrow indeed, that amid the brightest sunshine and hail, that my lodging in the Castle Hill of 
there is never in it more than twilight-giving ac- Edinburgh, formerly possessed by the Duchess of 
cös to an open court, at the first angle of which is a Gordon." 
handsome Cothic doorway, surmounted by an ogee I The latter was Lady Elizabeth Howard, d3ugh- 
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ter of the Duke of Norfolk and wife of Duke 
George, who so gallantly defended the Castle 
against the troops of William of Orange; during 
the lifetime of the duke she retired to a Belgian 
convent, but afterwards returned to the old mansion 
in Edinburgh, where she frequently resided till 
her death, which took place at the abbey in 173 2 , 


-r 


) 


'H 
( 


I "00::,.. 


jI
- 
I I" '., 
" 
I . , 

I 

 ,t, "I. 
 .. 
1, .
, t . 
...,,, 
1.t'
 '1" "'
.._ 
\" 
., -
 í þ' I 
, " I /f!' 

; .)t 
 f - 
--


 It 
-
 . 

.. 
 .'-r.f{ 
 
r 


 " 
 

 
--... -...-
 - - . '" 

. -
.
 


 .'


-:, 
 
- 


'
 .\
 
 

 ::-, 

ì(
 
 " \.. 
,' ,') 
.
 A. .. _ 0". 
........}ç "1/" ,\.

 
,...c"'v:: ' 
". 
".it 
-,"",",- 


'f<>.",:;,-
. 

->' 
:N

...
\. 


I 
.
 
._
3... _""" 
 

 --..- 
.-;.,-
-.....;; 


... 



 
I 


---..: 


" 


life, destroyed utterly the ancient Gothic fireplace, 
which was very beautiful in its design. 
This house is mentioned in the "Diurnal of 
Occurrents" as being, in 1570, the residence of 
Patrick Edgar; and after it passed from the Gor- 
dons it was possessed by the family of Newbyth, 
who resided ill it for several generations, and 
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ALLA:oi RAMSAY'S HOUSE. 


sixteen years after that of the duke at Leith. I therein, on the 6th December, 1757, was born 
The internal fittings of the mansion are in many the gallant Sir David Baird, Bart., the hero of 
respects unchanged since its occupation by the Seringapatam and conqueror of Tippoo Saib; and 
duchess. It is wood-panelled throughout, and therein he was educated and brought up. Re- 
one large room which overlooks the Esplanade is I turning years after, he visited the place of his birth, 
decorated with elaborate carvings, and with a large which had long since passed into other hands. 
painting over the mantelpiece the production of Chambers relates that the individual then occupY- 
!\orrie, a famous house-decorator of the eighteenth ing the house received the veteran hero with great 
century, whose genius for landscapes entitles him respect, and, after shoning him through it, ushered 
to a place among Scottish painters. An explosion him into the little garden behind, where some boys 
of gunpowder which took place in the basement were engaged in mischievously throwing cabbage 
of the house in 1811, attended with serious loss of stalks at the chimne}s of the Grassmad..et. On 
I 
12 
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one,going p
ump d
wn a vent they set up a shout 1 than mo
tal purity, he says that at length he clasps 
of JOY. Sir David laughed, and entreated the her to his bosom and discovers that she is but a 
father of the lads "not to be too angry; he and woman after all ! 
his brother," he added with some emotion, "when I 
.. \\'hen I see thee, I love thee, but hearing adore, 
I wonder and think you a woman no more, 
Till mad with admiring, I cannot contain, 
And, kissing those lips, find you woman again! " 
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He died in January, 1784. 
Eastward of this point stands a very handsome 
old tenement of great size and breadth, presenting 
a front of polished ashlar to the street, surmounted 
by dormer windows. Over the main entrance to 
Boswell's Court (so named from a doctor who re- 
sided there about the close of the last century) 
there is a shield, and one of those pious legends 
so peculiar to most old houses in Scottish burghs. 
O. LORD. IN. THE. IS. AL. MI, TRAIST. And this 
edifice uncorroborated tradition asserts to have 
been the mansion of the Earls of Bothwell. 
A tall narrow tenement immediately to the west 
of the Assembly Hall fonns the last ancient build- 
ing on the south side of the street. It was built in 
1740, by Mowbray of Castlewan, on the site of 
a venerable mansion belonging to the Countess 
living here at the same age, had indulged in pre- Dowager of Hyndford (Elizabeth daughter of 
cisely the same amusement, the chimne}s then, as John Earl of Lauderdale), and from him it passed, 
now, being so provokingly open to attacks, that about 1747, into the possession of William Earl of 
there was no resisting the temptation." From Dumfries, who served in the Scots Greys and Scots 
the Bairds of N ewbyth the hOllse passed to the I Guards, who was an aide de camþ at the battle of 
Browns of Greenbank, and from them, Brown's Dettingen, and who succeeded his mother, Penelope, 
Close, where the modern entrance to it is situated, I countess in her own right, and afterwards, by the 
derives its name. death o.f his brother, as Earl of Stair. He was suc- 
On the same side of the street Webster's Close ceeded in it by his widow, who, within exactly a 
served to indicate the site of the house of Dr, year and day of his death, married the Hon. 
.\lexander Webster, appointed in 1737 to the Alexander Gordon (son of the Earl of Aberdeen), 
Tolbooth church. In his day one of the most who, on his appointment to the bench in 17 8 4. 
popular men in the city, he was celebrated for his I assumed the title of Lord Rockville. 
wit and social qualities, and amusing stories are I He was the last man of rank who inhabited thi
 
still told of his fondness for claret. With the as- I ' stately old mansion; but the narrow alley which 
sistance of Dr. Wallace he matured his favourite gives access to the court behind bore the name 
scheme of a perpetual fund for the relief of of Rockville Close. Within it, and towards the 
widows and children of the clergy of the Scottish 'west there towered a tall substantial edifice once 
Church; and when, in 1745, Edinburgh was in the residence of the Countess of Hyndford, and 
possession of the Jacobite clans, he displayed a sold by her, in 1740, to Henry Bothwell of Glen- 
striking proof of his fearless character by employ- corse, last Lord Holyroodhouse, who died at hi
 
ing all his eloquence and influence to retain the mansion in the Canongate in 1755. 
people in their loyalty to the house of Hanover. The corner of the street is now terminated by 
He had some pretension to the character of a poet, the magnificent hall built in 1842-4, at the cost 
and an amatory piece of his has been said to rival I of ,{;16,000 for the accommodation of the General 
t
le effus
ons of. Catul
lls, It was '
'ritten in all
-I 
ssembly, which sits her: 
nnually in. May, pre- 
SIOn to hIS mamage with 
lary Erskme. There IS sided over by a Commissioner, who IS always a 
one wonderfully impassioned ,'erse, in which, after Scottish nobleman, and resides in Holyrood Palace. 
describing a process of the imagination, by which where he holds royal state, and gives levées in the 
he comes to think his innamorata a creature of more! gallery of the kings of Scotland. The octagonal 
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spire which surmounts the massive Gothic tower at I his race by his cowardice at Killiecrankie. " No 
the main entrance rises to an altitude of 240 feet, I doubt," wrote an old cavalier at a later period, 
and forms a point in all views of the city. I "if Her Majesty Queen Anne had been rightly in- 
:\Iany quaint closes and picturesque old houses formed of his care of the Castle, where there were 
were swept away to give place to this edifice, and not ten barrels of powder when the Pretender was 
to the hideous western approach, which weakened on the coast of Scotland, and of his courteous be- 
the strength and destroyed the amenity of the haviour to ladies-particularly how he horsewhipped 
Castle in that quarter. .\mong these, in Ross's the Lady Mortonhall-she would have made him 
Court, stood the house of the great Marquis of I a general for life.". 
Argyle, which, in the days of Creech, was rented by I Close by this edifice t
ere .stands, in Sempl
's 
a hosier at E,I2 per annum. In another, named Close, a fine example of Its time, the old famIly 
Kennedy's Close-latterly a mean and squalid alley: mansion of the Lords Semple of Castlesemple. 
-there resided, until almost recent times, a son of Large and substantially built, it is furnished with a 
Sir Andrew Kennedy of Clowburn, Bart., whose projecting octagonal turnpike stair, over the door 
title is now extinct; and the front tenement was to which is the boldly-cut legend- 
alleged to have been the town residence of those I 
proud and fiery Earls of Cassillis, the "kings of PRAISED BE THE LORD MY GOD, MY STRENGTH 
Carrick," whose family name was Kennedy, and A
D MY REDEE:\IER. 
whose swords were seldom in the scabbard. 
Here, too, stood a curious old timber-fronted 
"lanà," said to have been a nonjurant Episcopal Over a second doorway is the inscription-Sedt's, 
chapel, in which was a beautifully sculptured Gothic ilEa/let oþtima Cælo, with the above date repeated, 
niche with a cusped canopy, and which Wilson and the coat of arms of some family now unknown. 
supposes to ha\'e been one of the private oratories i Hugh eleventh Lord Semple, in 1743 purchased 
that Arnot states to have been existing in his time, the house from two merchant burgesses of Edin- 
and in which the baptismal fonts were then re- burgh, who severally possessed it, and he converted 
maining. it into one large mansion. He had seen much 
On the north side of the street, most quaint was military service in Queen Anne's wars, both in 
the group of buildings partly demolished to make Spain and Flanders. In 17 I 8 he was major of the 
way for Short's Observatory. One was dated 1621; Cameronians; and in 1743 he commanded the 
another was very lofty, with two crowstepped gables Black Watch and held the town of Aeth \\hen it 
and four elaborate string mouldin
s on a smooth was besieged by the French. In 1745 he was 
ashlar front. The first of these, which stood at the colonel of the 25 th or Edinburgh Regiment, and 
c
rner of Ramsa
 Lane, and had some very ornate I commanded the left wing of the Hanoverian army 
wmdows, was umversally alleged to be the town at the battle of Culloden. 
residence of that personage so famous in Scottish Few families ha\'e been more associated with 
song, the Laird of Cock pen, whose family name Scottish sona than the Semples. Prior to the 
was Ramsay (being a branch of the noble family of acquisition of this mansion their family residence 
Dalhousie) and from whom some affirm the lane appears to have been in Leith, and it is referred to 
to have been called, long before the days of the in a poem by Francis Semple, of Belltrees, written 
poet. By an ad\ertisement in the Edinburgh c,JIl- I about 1680. The Lady Semple of that day, a 
rant for January, 1761, we find that Lady Cockpen ùau..,hter of Sir Archibald Primrose of Dalmeny 
was then re
ident in a house" in. the Bell Close," (an
estor of the Earls of Rosebery) is tradition- 
the north side of the Castle HIll, the rental of ally said to have been a Roman Catholic. Thus, 
which was E, 1 4 I os. her house was a favourite resort of the priesthood 
The last noble occupants of the old mansion then visiting Scotland in disguise, and she haù a 
wer:.two aged ladies, daught.e
s ?f the Lord Gray secret passage by which they could escape to the 
of Kmf
uns. The house adJommg bore .the date fields in time of peril. 
as mentIOned, 1621 ; and the one below It was a I Anne, fourth daughter of Hugh Lorù Semple, 
fi
e specimen. of the wooden.-fro
ted tenement
, I was married in September, 1754, to Dr. .\ustin, 
with the oak timbers of the proJectmg gable beautl- of Edinburgh, author of the well-known song, 
fuHy carvt'd. During the early part of the 18th I" For lack of gold," in allusion to Jean Drnm- 
century this was the town mansion of David third 
Earl of Leven, who succeeded the Duke of Gor- 
don as governor of the Castle in 1689, and belied 
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mond, of Megginch, who jilted l1Ìm for the Duke 
of .\thol. 


.. For lack of gold she left me, O! 
And of all that's dear bereft me, O! 
For AthoI's Duke 
She me forsook. 
And to endless care has left me, 0 ! " 


The Doctor died in 1774, in his house aÙhe north- 
west corner of Brown Square; but his widow 
survived him nearly twenty years. Her brother 
John, twelfth Lord Semple, in 1755 sold the 


up her residence for a few days after the murdet 
of Rizzio, as she feared to trust herself within 
the blood-stained precincts of the palace. Over 
its main doorway there was cut in old Gothic 
letters the legend Laus h01lor Deo, with I. R., 
the initials of King James V., and at each end 
were shields having the monograms of the Saviour 
and the Virgin. The mansion, though it had been 
sorely changed and misused, still exhibited some 
large and handsome fireplaces, with beautifully 
clustered pilIars, and seven elaborately sculptured 
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THJ
IAS GUTHRIE, D.D. 


family mansion to Sir James Clerk of Penicuik, 
weIl.known in his time as a man of taste, and the 
patron of Runciman the artist. 
An ancient pile of buildings, now swept away, 
but which were accessible by Blyth's, Tod's, and 
Nairne's Closes, formed once the residence of 
Mary of Lorraine and Guise, widow of James V., 
and Regent of Scotland from IsS4 to 1560. It 
is conjectured that this palace and oratory were 
erected immediately after the burning of Holyrood 
and the city by the English in 1544, when the 
widowed queen would naturally seek a more secure 
habitation within the walls of the city, and close 
to the Castle guns. In this edifice it is supposed 
that Mary, her daughter, after succeeding in de- 
taching the imbecile Darn ley from his party, took 


stone recesses, with much fine oak carving in the 
doors and panels that are still preserved. Over 
one of the former are the heads of King James V., 
with his usual slouched bonnet, and of his queen, 
whose weIl-known beauty certainly cannot be traced 
in this instance. 
A portion of this building, accessible by a stair 
near the head of the close, contained a haIl, with 
other apartments, all remarkable for the great 
height and beauty of their ceilings, on aU of which 
were coats armorial in fine stucco. In the de- 
corated chimney of the former were the remains 
of one of those chains to which, in Scotlanù, the 
poker and tongs were usually attached, to prevent 
their being used as weapons in case of any sudden 
quarrel. One chamber was long known as the 
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queen's Dezä-room, where the indi\iduals of the I spent her youth in the proud halls of the Guises 
royal establishment were kept between their death in Picardy, and had been the spouse of a Lon- 
and burial. In 1828 there was found walled up gue\'ille, was here content to live-in a close in 
in the oratory an infantine head and hand in wax, Edinburgh! In these obscurities, too, was a 
being all that remained of a bambÙlO, or figure of government conducted, which had to struggle with 
the child Jesus, and now preserved by the Society Knox, Glencairn, James Stewart, Morton, and 
of Antiquaries. The edifice had many windows many other powerful men, backed by a popular 
on the northern side, and from these a fine view sentiment which never fails to triumph, It was 
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DUKE OF GORDON'S HOUSE, BLAIR'S CLOSE, CASTLE HILL- 


must have been commanded of the gardens in 
the immediate foreground, sloping downward to 
the loch, the opposite bank, with its farm-houses, 
ihe Firth of Forth, and Fifeshire. " It was inter- 
esting," says the author of .. Traditions of Edin- 
burgh," "to wander through the dusky mazes of 
this ancient building, and reflect that they had 
been occupied three centuries ago by a sovereign 
princess, and of the most illustrious lineage. Here 
was a substantial monument of the connection 
between Scotland and France. She, whose an- 
cestors owned Lorraine as a sovereignty, who had 


the misfortune of Mary (of Guise) to be placed in 
a position to resist the Reformation. Her own 
character deserved that she should have stood in 
a more agreeable relation to what Scotland now 
venerates, for she was mild and just, and sincerely 
anxious for the welfare of her adopted country. It 
is also proper to remember on the present occasion, 
that in her Court she maintained a decent gravity, 
nor would she tolerate any licentious practices 
therein. Her maids of honour were always busied 
in commendable exercises, she herself being an 
eJ\.ample to them in virtue, piety, and mod,::sty. 
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When all is considered, and we further know that 
the building was strong enough to have lasted 
many more ages, one cannot but regret that the 
palace of Mary'de Guise, reduced as it was to vile- 
ness, should not now be in existence. The site 
having been purchased by individuals connected 
with the Free Church, the buildings were removed 
in 1846 to make room for the erection of an aca- 
demical institution, or college, for that body." 
The demolition of this mansion brought to light 
a concealed chamber on the first floor, lighted by a 
narrow loophole opening into Nairne's Close. The 
entrance had been by a movable panel, affording ac- 
cess to a narrow flight of steps wound round in the 
wall of the turnpike stair. The existence of this 
mysterious chamber was totally unknown to the \'a- 
rious inhabitants, and all tradition has been lost of 
those to whom it may have afforded escape or refuge. 
The Duke of Devonshire possesses an undoubted 
portrait of Mary of Guise. It represents her with 
a brilliantly fair complexion, with reddish, or 
:mburn hair. This is believed to be the only 
authentic one in existence. The portrait alleged 
to be of her in the Trinity House at Leith is a bad 
copy, by My tens, of that of her daughter at St. 
J ames's. Some curious items connected with her 
Court are to be found in the accounts of the Lord 
High Treasurer, among them are the following :- 
At her coronation in 1540, "Item, deliverit to 
}e French telzour, to be ane cote to Serrat, the 
Queen's fule.," &c. Green and yellow seem to have 


been the Court fool's livery; but Mary of Guise 
appears to have had a female buffoon and male 
and female dwarfs :-" 1 562. Paid for ane cote, 
hois, lyning and making, to Jonat Musche, fule, 
.L4 5s. 6d.; 1565, for green pIaiding to make 
ane bed to J ardinar the fule, with white fustione 
fedders," &c.; in 1566, there is paid for a garment 
of red and yellow, to be a gown" for Jane Colqu- 
houn, fule;" and in 1567, another entry, for broad 
English yellow, "to be cote, breeks, also sarkis, 
to James Geddie, fule." 
The next occupant of the Guise palace, or of 
that portion thereof which stood in Tod's Close, was 
Edward Hope, son of John de Hope, a French- 
man who had come to Scotland in the retinue of 
:\Iagdalene, first queen of James V., in 1537. 
It continued in possession of the Hopes till 16 9 1 , 
when it was acquired by James, first Viscount Stair, 
for 3,000 guilders, Dutch money, probably in con- 
nection with some transaction in Holland, from 
whence he accompanied William of Orange four 
years before. In 1702 it was the abode and pro- 
perty of John Wightman of l\lauldsie, afterwards 
Lord Provost of the city. From that period it was 
the residence of a succession of wealthy burgesses 
-the closes being then, and till a comparatively 
recent period, exclusively occupied by peers and 
dignitaries of rank and wealth. Since then it shared 
the fate of all the patrician dwellings in old Edin- 
burgh, and became the squalid abode of a host of 
families in the most humble ranks of life. 


CH \.PTER X. 


TH E LA W1\I\L\RKET. 


The Lawnmarket-Risþs-The Weigh-house-:Major Somerville and Captain Cra",rord-Anderson.s PiI1s- Mylne's Court-James's Court- 
Sir John Lauder-Sir Islay Campbell-David Hume-" Cor
ica II Boswcll-Dr. Johnson-Dr. Blair-Gladstone's Land-A Fire in 177 1 . 


THE Lawnmarket is the general designation of that own called the Lawnmarket Club, which was 
part of the town which is a continuation of the famous in its day for the earliest possession of 
High Street, but lies between the head of the old English and foreign intelligence. 
West Bow and St. Giles's Church, and is about 510 Among other fashions and customs departed, it 
feet in length. Some venerable citizens still living may be allowable here to notice an adjunct of the 
can recall the time when this spacious and stately first-floor dwellings of old Edinburgh. The means 
thoroughfare used to be so covered by the stalls of bringing a servant to the door was neither a 
and canvas booths of the" lawn-merchants," with knocker nor bell, but an apparatus peculiar to 
their webs and rolls of cloth of every description, Scotland alone, and still used in some parts of Fife, 
that it gave the central locality an appearance of calleù a risþ, which consists of a slender bar of 
something between a busy country fair and an serrated or twisted iron screwed to the door in an 
Indian camp. Like many other customs of the upright position, about two inches from it, and 
olden time this has passed away, and the name furnished with a large ring, by which the bar could 
alone remains to indicate the fOffi1er usages of the be rasped, or risped, in such a way as secured at- 
place, although the importance of the street was tention. In molny instances the doors were also 
such that its occupants had a community of their, furnished with two eyelet-holes, through which the 
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visitor could be fully viséd before admission was I of honour, Crawford took off his. hat, and begged 
accorded. In many other instances the entrances: pardon, on \\hich Somerville jerked his long bO\\l- 
to the turnpike stairs had loopholes for arrows or I hilted rapier into its sheath, and said, "ith SCOIll, 
musketry, and the archways to the closes and I " You have neither the discretion of a gentleman, 
wynds had single and sometimes double gates, the nor the courage of a soldier; begone for a coward 
great hooks of which still remain in some places, I and fool, fit only for Bedlam!" and he retumed 
and on which these were last hung in 1745, prior to the Castle, accompanied by his officers, "ho 
to the occupation of the city by the Highlanders. had followed them to see the result of the quarreL 
The Lawnmarket was bounded on the west by It is said that Crawford had been offended at 
the Butter Tron, or Weigh-house, and on the east not being invited to a banquet given in the Castle 
by the Tolbooth, which adjoined St. Giles's, thus by Somerville to old General Ruthven, on the 
forming in earlier times the greatest open space, I day after the latter surrendered. As great liberties 
save the Grassmarket, within the walls. The Weigh- were taken with him after this in consequence of 
house, built on ground which was granted to the his doubtful reputation for courage, he resolved, 
citizens by David II., in 1352, was a clumsy and! by satisfaction demanded in a public and desper- 
hideous edifice, rebuilt in 1660, on the site of the: ate manner, to retrieve his lost honour, or die in 
previous building, which Gordon of Rothiemay, in I seeking it. Thus, one forenoon, about eleven 
his map of 16-J7, shows to have been rather an I o'clock, when the Major was on his way to \ isit 
ornate edifice, two storeys in height, with a double General Sir Alexander Leslie, and proceeding 
outside stair on the south side, and a steeple and down the spacious La\\nmarket, which at that hour 
vane at the east end, above an archway, where: was always thronged "ith idlers, he was suddenly 
enormous quantities of butter and cheese were I confronted by Captain Cra"ford, who, unsheathing 
continually being disposed o( (See pp. 112, 332.) both sword and dagger, exclaimed, " If you be a 
In 16-J0 the Lawnmarket was the scene of a 
 pretty man-dra'i<' I" '''ith a thick walking cane 
remarkable single combat, of which we have a very recently presented to him by General Ruthven, 
clearly-detailed account in "The Memoirs of the I the Major parried his onset and then drew his 
Somervilles." In that year, when Major somer- I s\\ord, which was a half-rapier slung in a shoulder- 
ville of Drum commanded the garrison of Cove- belt, and attacked the Captain so briskly, that he 
nanting troops in Edinburgh Castle, a Captain was forced to fall back, pace by pace, fighting des- 
Crawford, who, though not one of his officers, I perately, from the middle of the La,\ nmarket to the 
deemed himself privileged to enter the fortress at goldsmiths' booths, where Somerville struck hin' 
all times, walked up to the gates one morning, and, I down on the causeway by the iron pommel of his 
on finding them closed, somewhat peremptorily I sword, and disarmed him. Several of Somerville's 
demanded admission. The sentinel within told soldiers now came upon the scene, and by these 
him that he must" before entering, acquaint Major he would have been slain, had not the victor pro- 
Somerville "ith his name and rank." To this tected him; but for this assault upon a supetior 
Crawford replied, furiously, " Your major is neither officer he was thrown into prison, where he lay for 
a soldier nor a gentleman, and if he were \\ithout a year, hea\ily manacled, and in a "retched con- 
this gate, and at a distance from his guards, I would dition, till Somen ille's wife, who resided at the Drum 
tell him that he was a pitiful cullion to boot:" , Honse, near Gilmerton, and to whom he had "Tit- 
The irritated captain was retiring ùown the I ten an imploring letter, procured his liberation. 
Castle Hill, when he was overtaken, rapier in hand, : Here in the La\\ nmarket, in the lofty tenement 
by Major Somerville, to whom the sentinel had dated 1690, on the second floor, is the "shop" 
found means to convey the obno\.ious message "here that venerable drug, called the "Grana 
"ith mischievous precision. I Angelica," but better knO\\ n among the country 
"Sir," said the major, "you must permit me to people as "Anderson's Pills," are sold. They 
accompany you a little way, and then you shall took their origin from a physician of the time 
know more of my mind." "I will wait on you where of Charles I., who gave them his name, and of 
you please,'. replied Crawford, grimly; and they whom a long account was given in the lhll7.'O.sifJ 
walked together in silence to the south side of the MllgaÚlle, and locally their fame lasted for nearly 
Greyfriars churchyard, at all times a lonely place. I 250 years. From his daughter Lilias Anderson, 
".I.'\,Õ1<'," said Somerville, unsheathing his sword, the patent, granted by James VII., came "to 
"I am without the Castle gates and at a distance Thomas "-eir, chirurgeon, in Edinburgh," who left 
from my guards. Draw and make good your the secret of preparing the pills to his daughter, 
threat!" Instead of deff'nding himself like a man I Mrs. Irving, who died in 1837, at the age of 
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ninety-nine. Portraits of Anderson and his daugh- tablature, bearing the date 16 9 0 , is the main en- 
ter, in Vandyke costumes, the former with a book trance to this court, the principal house of which, 
in his hand, and the latter with a pill the size of a forming its northern side, has a very handsome 
'. walnut between her fingers, are still preserved in doorway, peaked in the centre, like an ogee arch, 
the house. It was in 16 35 that the Doctor first with ornate mouldings that mark the handiwork of 
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the builder, Robert J\Iylne, who erected the more 
modern portions of Holyrood Palace-the seventl. 
royal master-mason, whose uncle's tomb, on the 
east side of the Greyfriars churchyard, bears that 
he- 


made known the virtues of his pills, which is really 
a good form of aloetic medIcine. 
In l\Iylne's Court, on the north side of the Lawn- 
market, we find the first attempt to substitute an 
open square of some space for the narrow closes 
which so long contained the town residences of 
the Swuish noblesse. Under a Roman Doric en- 


.. Sixth master-mason to a royal race, 
Of se\ en succe"sive kings, sleeps in this place." 
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The edifice that forms the west side of l\Iylne's still more illustrious Dr. Johnson, when, in 1773, 
Court belongs to an earlier period, and had onct: he was on his way to the Western Isles. 
been the side of the close. The most northerly James's Court occupies the site of some now 
portion, which presents a very irregular but most forgotten closes, in one of which dwelt Sir John 
picturesque façade, with dormer windows above Lauder, afterwards Lord Fountainhall, author of the 
the line of the roof, was long the town mansion famous" Decisions" and other works. At the 
of the Lairds of Comiston. Over the entrance is trial of the Earl of Argyle, in 1681, for an alleged 
a velY common Edinburgh legend, Blissi! . be . God illegal construction of the Test, Lauder acted as 
Ùz. al. his. Giftis, and the date, 1580. Bartholomew counsel for that unfortunate nobleman, together 
Somerville, a merchant and burgess, was one of with Sir George Lockhart and six other advocates. 
the earliest inhabitants of this edifice, and his These having all signed an opinion that his explana 
name appears con- tion of the Test con- 
spicuously among tained nothing trea- 
those to whose liber- sonable, were sum- 
ality Edinburgh was 
 moned before the 
indebted for the es- Privy Council, and 
tabli,hment nf b" , , 
 " .1 afte, Leing examined 
University OD a last- . · ,,'Jit ';!) on oath, were dis- 
ing basis. Here also ',--.- ,..., missed with a warn- 
resided Sir John Har- . W l' ; ing and censure by 
perofCambusnethan. \ -
 _ , r-'Ç" ,,& the Duke of Albany. 
In 1710, Lord " Ê!ih ,I" - "Ul Though it is so long 
Fountainhall reports 
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 1722, since Lord 
with this court, in ,- .i
 Ii!I ' _' ' , --::- ....
: ,lIj(jN
l (j,_
 II Fountainhall died, a 
which Bailie Michael. , "T ,
-e- fll 'J " 11 1 : t : f .
." . 
 I'
 tradition of his resi- 
Allan, a proprietor - Ji, '" ..... - , 
 . m .- dence has come down 
there, endeavoured to ,""')}"':;.- ....,..I;é.. , 1. . -!II I, 
 r ("" ' 1 . to the present time. 
_....-
....... ..I. 
prevent the entrance \:.- c:::..,,
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 ...."., I).! "The mother of the 
of " heavy carriages," I 
. >1i'S"-...... _ - late l\1r. Gilbert Innes 
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 to pay to her vener- 
side of it in 1761. THE ORATORY OF MARY OF GUISE. able grandfather's 
Robert, the son oj house, situated, as 
1\Iylne, the builder, who was born in 1734, settled she said, where James's Court now stands. She 
in London as an architect, and his plan for con- and her sister always went with their maid on the 
structing a bridge at Blackfriars was preferred to Saturday afternoons, and were shown into a room 
those of twenty other candidates, if and on its com- where the aged judge was sitting-a room covered 
pletion he was appointed surveyor of St. Paul's with gilt leather, and containing many huge presses 
Cathedral, with a salary of ..L30o per annum. and cabinets, one of which was omamenteò with a 
Eastward of 1\Iylne's Court is James's Court, death's head at the top. After amusing themselve
 
a more modern erection of the same kind, for an hour or two with his lordship they used each 
associated, in various ways, with some of the most to get a shilling from him, and retire. II 
eminent men in the Scottish capital; for here is curious to think that the mother of a gentleman 
resided David Hume, after his removal from Jack's living in 1839 (for only then did 
Irs. Innes of 
Land in the Canongate, in 1762; in the same Stow leave this earthly scene) should have been 
house afterwards dwelt Boswell, and here he wel- familiar \\ith a lawyer who entered at the bar soon 
corned Paoli, t he Corsican chief, in 1771, and the I after the Restoration (1668), and acted as counsel 
---;: 
J1d and New London," vol. i., pp. 205-6. for the unfortunate Earl of Arg}'le in 1681-a being 
13 
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of an age as different in evelY respect from the 
present as the wilds of North America are different 
from the long-practised lands of Lothian or Devon- 
shire. " 
In James's Court was the residence of Sir Islay 
Campbell, Lord President, whose mother was Helen 
Wallace, a daughter of the house of Ellerslie. Ad- 
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OAK DOOR, FRO'd THE GUISE PALACE. 
'(From the Or;g;,ltIl i" tlu Scottish AntigUllri"n Mus......) 


mitted to the bar in 1757, he was one of the counsel 
for the defender in the famous Douglas case, and, 
OF! the decision of the House of Lords being given, 
he posted to Edinburgh ere the mail could arrive, 
and was the first to announce to the crowds assem- 
bled at the Cross the great intelligence. "Douglas 
for ever!" he cried, waving his hat in the air. 
A shout from the people responded, and, untrac- 
ing the horses from his carriage, they drew it in 
triumph to his house in James's Court, probably 
the same in which his father, who was long one of 
the principal clerks of Session, resided. 


This court is a well-known pile of building 
which rises to a vast height at the head of the 
Earthen Mound, and was erected between 17 2 5 
and 1727 by James Brownhill, a speculative builder, 
and for years after it was deemed a fashionable 
quarter, the denizens of which were all persons of 
good position, though each occupied but a flat or 
floor; they clubbed in all public measures, kept a 
secretary to record their names and proceedings, 
and had balls and .parties among themselves; but 
among the many local notables who dwelt here the 
names of only three, Hume, Boswell, and Dr. Blair, 
are familiar to us now. Burton, the biographer of 
the historian of England, thus describes this great 
fabric, the western portion of which was destroyed 
by fire in 1858, and has erected on its site, in 
the old Scottish style, an equally lofty structure for 
the Savings Bank and Free Church offices; con- 
sequently the houses rendered so interesting by the 
names of Hume, Blair, Johnson, and Boswell, are 
among the things that were. "Entering one of 
the doors opposite to the main entrance, the 
stranger is sometimes led by a friend, wishing to 
afford him an agreeable surprise, down flight after 
flight of the steps of a stone staircase, and when 
he imagines he is descending so far into the bowels 
of the earth, he emerges on the edge of a cheerful, 
crowded thoroughfare, connecting together the old 
and new town, the latter of which lies spread be- 
fore him in a contrast to the gloom from which he 
has emerged. When he looks up to the building 
containing the uþright street through which he has 
descended, he sees that vast pile of tall houses 
standing at the head of the Mound, which creates 
astonishment in every visitor of Edinburgh. This 
vast fabric is built on the declivity of a hill, and 
thus one entering on the level of the Lawnmarket, 
is at the height of several storeys from the ground 
on the side neJ\.t the New Town. I have ascertained 
that by ascending the western of the two stairs 
facing the entry of James's Court to the height of 
three storeys we arrive at the door of David Hume's 
house, which, of the two doors on that landing place, 
is the one towards the left." 
The first fixed residence of David Hume was in 
Riddell's Land, Lawnmarket, near the head of the 
West .Bow. From thence he removed to Jack's 
Land, in the C"lnongate, where nearly the whole of 
his" History of England" was written; and it is 
somewhat singular that Dr. Smollett, the continuator 
of that work, lived some time after in his sister's 
house, exactly opposite. The great historian and 
philosopher dwelt but a short time in James's Court, 
when he went to France as SecretalY to the Em- 
bassy. During his absence, which lasted some 
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years, his house was rented by Dr. Blair; but amid is thus summed up by Lord Macaulay :-" Servile 
the gaieties of Paris his mind would seem to have I and impertinent, shallow and pedantic, a bigot and 
reverted to his Scottish home. "I am sensible I a sot, bloated with family pride, and eternally blus- 
that I am misplaced, and I wish twice or thrice I tering about the dignity of a born gentleman, yet 
a-day for my easy-chair, and 111}' retr
at in James's I stooping to be a talebearer, an eayesdropper, a 
Court," he \\Tote to his friend Dr. Ferguson; common butt in the taverns of London; so curious 
then he added, as Burton tells us, "Never think, I to know everybody who was talked about that, 
dear Ferguson, that as long as you are master of I Tory and High Churchman though he was, he 
your own fireside and your own time, you can be manæuvred for an introduction to Tom Paine; so 
unhappy, or that any other circumstance can add yain of the most childish distinctions, that when he 
to your enjoyment." "Never put a fire in the 
 had been to Court he drove to the office where. 
south room with the red paper," he wrote to Dr. I his book was printing, without changing his clothes, 
Blair; "it is so warm of itself, that all last winter, and summoned all the printer's devils to admire- 
which was a very severe one, I lay with a single his new ruffles and sword. Such was this man, 
blanket, and frequently, upon coming in at midnight and such he was content to be." 
starving with cold, I have sat down and read for I He was the eldest son of Alexander Boswell, one 
an hour as if I had a stove in the room." One of the Judges of the Court of Session, a sound 
of his most intimate friends and correspondents I scholar, a respectable and useful country gentle- 
while in France was Mrs. Cockburn of Ormiston, I man, an able and upright judge, who, on his 
authoress of one of the beautiful songs called "The elevation to the Bench, in compliance with the 
Flowers of the Forest," who died at Edinburgh, Scottish custom, assumed the distinctive title of 
1794. Some of her letters to Hume are dated in Lord AuchinJeck, from his estate in Ayrshire. 
17 6 4, from Baird's Close, on the Castle Hill. His mother, Eupham Erskine, a descendant of the 
About the year 1766, when still in Paris, he began line of Alloa, from the House of Mar, was a woman 
to think of settling there, and gave orders to sell of eJ\.emplary piety. To James's Court, Boswell, 
his house in James's Court, and he was prevented in August, 1773, conducted Dr. Johnson, from the 
from doing so only by a mere chance. Leaving White Horse Hostel, in S1. Mary's Wynd, then 
the letter of instruction to be posted by his Parisian one of the principal inns of Edinburgh, where he 
landlord, he set out to pass his Christmas with found him storming at the waiter for ha\ ing sweet- 
the Countess de Bouffiers at L'Isle Adam; but a ened his lemonade without using the sugar-tongs. 
snow storm had blocked up the roads. He re- "Johnson anrl I," says Boswell, "walked arm-in- 
turned to Paris, and finding that his letter had not arm up the High Street to my house in James's 
yet been posted, he changed his mind, and I Court, and as we went, he acknowledged that the 
thought that he had better retain his flat in James's! breadth of the street and the loftiness of the build- 
Court, to which he returned in 1766. He soon ings on each side made a noble appearance." "My 
after left it as Under-Secretary of State to General, wife had tea ready for him," he adds, "and we sat 
Conway, but in 1769, on the resignation of that chatting till nearly two in the morning." It would 
Minister, he returned again to James's Court, with appear that before the time of the visit-which 
what was then deemed opulence-LI,ooo per an- lasted over several days-Boswell had removed 
num-and became the head of that brilliant circle into a better and larger mansion, immediately 
of literary men who then adorned Edinburgh. "I below and on the level of the court, a somewhat 
am glad to come within sight of you," he wrote to I extraordinary house in its time, as it consisted of 
Adam Smith, then busy with "The Wealth of two floors with an internal stair. Mrs. Boswell, 
Nations" in the quietude of his mother's house, I who was Margaret Montgomery, a relation of the 
"and to have a view of Kirkcaldyfrom my windows ; I Earl of Eglinton, a gentlewoman of good breeding 
but I wish also to be on speaking terms with you." and brilliant understanding, was disgusted with the 
In another letter he speaks of" myoId house in bearing and manners of Johnson, and expressed 
J ames's Court, which. is very cheerful and very her opinion of him that he was "a great brute! ,. 
elegant, but too small to display my great talent And well might she think so, if Macaulay's de- 
for cookery, the science to which I intend to addict script!on of him be correct. "He could fast, 
the remaining years of my life." I but when he did not fast he tore his dinner like 
Elsewhere we shall find David Hume in a more a famished wolf, with the veins swelling in his 
fashionable abode in the new.town of Edinburgh, forehead, and the perspiration nmning down his 
and on his finally quitting James's Court, his house cheeks; he scarcely ever took wine; but when 
there was leased bv James Boswell, whose character he drank it, he drank it greedily and in large 
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tumblers. Everything about him-his coat, his 
wig, his figure, his face, his scrofula, his St. Vitus's 
dance, his rolling walk, his blinking eyes, his in- 
satiable appetite for fish sauce and veal pie with 
plums, his mysterious practice of treasuring up 
scraps of orange-peel, his morning slumbers, his 


saw a man led by a bear!" So romantic anrl 
favid was his admiration of Johnson, that he tells 
us he added .;[500 to the fortune of one of his 
daughters, Veronica, because when a baby she was 
not frightened by the hideous visage of the lexic<r 
grapher. 
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LORD SE:\IPLE'S HOUSE, CASTLE HILL. 


midnight disputation,>, his contortions, his mut- 
terings, his gruntings, his puffings, his vigorous, 
acute, and ready eloquence, his sarcastic wit, his 
vehemence and his insolence, his fits of tempes- 
tuous rage," &c., all served to make it a source of 
wonder to Mrs. Boswell that her husband could 
abide, much less worship, such a man. Thus, she 
once said to him, with extreme warmth, "I have 
seen many a bear led by a man, but I never before 


Among those invited to meet him at James's 
Court was Margaret Duchess of Douglas, a lady 
noted among those of her own rank for her illi- 
teracy, and whom Johnson describes as "talking 
broad Scotch with a paralytic voice, as scarcely 
understood by her own countrymen;" yet it was 
remarked that in that which we would term now a 
spirit of "snobbeIY," Johnson reserved his atten- 
tions during the whole evening exclusively for th
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duchess. A daughter of Douglas of Mains, she was 
the widow of Archibald Duke of Douglas, who died 
in 1761. 
While on this visit, Patrick Lord Elibank, a 
learned and accomplished noble, addressed a letter 
to him, and they afterwards had various conver- 
sations on literary subjects, all of which are duly 
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On one occasion he was in a large party, oi 
which David Hume was one. A mutual fnend 
proposed to introduce him to the historian. "No, 
sir!" bellowed the intolerant moralist, and turned 
away. Among Boswell's friends and visitors at 
J ames's Court were Lords Kames and Hailes, the 
annalist of Scotland; Drs. Robertson, Blair, and 


:c- 


F... 


, I
 

'I 
:- 
': 
. 
Cl 
_l 


t 


.
 


, i_ 
f 


1 
r 
t 


t 
1 


I 


;' 


I 

f 


t 



 
ì 
I 



 I 


, 
11 


..;iiq,.fqí.. ' 


IIIARY OF GUISE. (From tIle Portrait in tAL fossession of tAL Duke of Devonshire.) 


recorded in the pages of the sycophantic Boswell. Beattie, and others, the most eminent of r. is 
Johnson was well and hospitably received by all I countrymen; but his strong predilection for 
classes in Edinburgh, where his roughness of London induced him to move there with his 
manner and bearing were long proverbial. "From family, and in the winter of 1786 he was called to 
all I can learn," says Captain Topham, who visited the English bar. His old house was not imme- 
the city in the following year, "he repaid all their diately abandoned to the plebeian population, as 
attention to him with ill-breeding; and when in his successor in it was Lady Wallace, dowager ot 
the company of the ablest men in this country Sir Thomas Wallace of Craigie, and mother of the 
his whole design was to show them how little he unfortunate Captain William Wallace of the 15th 
thought of them." Hussars, whose involvement in the affairs of the 
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Duke of York and Mrs. Mary Anne Clarke made 
some noise in London during the time of the 
Regency. The house below those occupied by 
Hume and by Boswell was the property and resi- 
dence of Andrew Macdowal of Logan, author of the 
" Institutional Law of Scotland," afterwards 
elevated to the bench, in 1755, as Lord Bankton. 
In another court named Paterson's, opening on 
the Lawnmarket, Margaret Countess Dowager of 
Glasgow was resident in 1761, and for some years 
before it. Her husband, the second earl, died in 
174 0 . 
One of the handsomest old houses still existing in 
the Lawnmarket is the tall and narrow tenement of 
polished ashlar adjoining James's Court. It is of 
a marked character, and highly adorned. Of old 
it belonged to Sir Robert Bannatyne, but in 1631 
was acquired by Thomas Gladstone, a merchant 
burgess, and on the western gable are the initials 
of himself and wife. In 1634, when the city was 
divided for the fonnation of sixteen companies, in 
obedience to an injunction of Charles I., the 


second division was ordered to terminate at 
" Thomas Gladstone's Land," on the north side of 
the street. 
In 177I a dangerous fire occurred in the Lawn- 
market, near the head of the old Bank Close. It 
was first discovered by the flames bursting through 
the roof of a tall tenement known as Buchanan's. 
I t baffled the efforts of three fire-engines and 
a number of workmen, and some soldiers of the 
22nd regiment. It lasted a whole night, and 
created the greatest consternation and some loss 
of life. "The new church and weigh-house were 
opened during the fire," says the Scots Magazine 
of I 77 I, "for the reception of the goods and 
furniture belonging to the sufferers and the inha- 
bitants of the adjacent buildings, which were kept 
under guard." Damage to the extent of several 
thousand pounds was done, and among those who 
suffered appear the names of General Lockhart of 
Carnwath; Islay Campbell, advocate; John Bell, 
W.S.; and Hume of Ninewells; thus giving a 
sample of those who still abode in the Lawnmarket.. 


CHAPTER XI. 


THE LA WN
IARKET (colltinued). 
Lady Stair's Close-Gray of Pittendrom-" Aunt Margaret's Mirror"-The Marshal Earl and Count
s. of Stair-Miss Ferrier-Sir Richard 
Steele-Martha Countess of Kincardine-Burns's Room in Baxter's Close-The Bridges' Shop in Bank Street-Bailie lIIac:'llorran's. 
Story-Sir Francis Grant of Cullen. 


PRIOR to the opening of Bank Street, Lady Stair's 
Close, the first below Gladstone's Land, was the 
chief thoroughfare for foot passengers, taking ad- 
vantage of the half-formed Earthen Mound to reach 
the New Town. It takes its name from Elizabeth 
Countess Dowager of Stair, who was long looked 
lip to as a leader of fashion in Edinburgh, admis- 
sion to her select circle being one of the highest 
objects of ambition among the lesser gently of her 
day, when the distinctions of rank and family were 
guarded with an angry jealousy of which we have 
but little conception now. Lady Stair's Close is 
narrow and dark, for the houses are of great height; 
the house she occupied still remains on the west 
side thereof, and was the scene of some romantic 
events and traditions, of which Scott made able 
use in his "Aunt Margaret's Mirror," ere it be- 
came the abode of the widow of the Marshal Earl of 
Stair, who, when a little boy, had the misfortune to 
kill his elder brother, the Master, by the accidental 
discharge of a pistol; after which, it is said, that 
his mother could never abide him, and sent him 


in his extreme youth to serve in Flanders as a 
volunteer in the Cameronian Regiment, under the 
Earl of Angus. The house occupied by Lady Stair 
has over its door the pious legend- 
" Rare the Lord alld depart from el'ill," 
with the date 1622, and the initials of its founder 
and of his wife-Sir William Gray of Pittendrum, 
and Egidia Smith, daughter of Sir John Smith, of 
Groat Hall, near Craigleith, Provost of Edinburgh in 
16 43. Sir William was a man of great influence in 
the time of Charles 1.; and though the ancient title 
of Lord Gray reverted to his family, he devoted 
himself to commerce, and became one of the 
wealthiest Scottish merchants of that age. But 
troubles came upon him; he was fined 100,000 
merks for corresponding with Montrose, and was 
imprisoned, first in the Castle and then in the 
Tolbooth till the mitigated penalty of 35,000 merks 
was paid. Other exorbitant exactions followed, and 
these hastened his death, which took place in 
16 4 8 . Three years before that event, his daughter 
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died, in the old house, of the plague. His widow of her own, came forward, and paused. His face 
survived him, and the street was named Lady assumed an expression of wrath; drawing his sword 
Gray's Close till the advent of Lady Stair, in whose he rushed upon the bridegroom, who also drew to 
time the house had a terraced garden that descended defend himselt; the whole phantasmagoria then 
towards the North Loch. became tumultuous and indistinct, and faded com- 
Lady Eleanor Campbell, widow of the great pletely away. When the viscountess reached home 
marshal and diplomatist, John Earl of Stair, was she wrote a minute narrative of the event, noting 
by paternal descent related to one of the most the day and hour. This narrative she sealed up in 
celebrated histOlical figures of the seventeenth presence of a witness and deposited it in a cabinet. 
century, being the grand-daughter of the Lord High Soon after this her brother returned from his travels 
Chancellor Loudon, whose talents and influence on abroad-which brother we are not told, and she 
the Covenanting side procured him the enmity of had three: Hugh the Master of Loudon, Colonel 
'Charles I. John Campbell of Shankeston, and James, who was 
In her girlhood she had the misfortune to be Colonel of the Scots Greys, and was killed at 
,united to James Viscount Primrose, of Castlefield, Fontenoy. She asked him if he heard aught of 
who died in 1706, a man of dissipated habits and the viscount in his wanderings. He answered, 
intolerable temper, who treated her so barbarously furiously, "I wish I may never again hear the 
that there were times when she had every reason to name of that detestable personage mentioned!" 
fear that her life was in peril. One morning she On being questioned he confessed to "having met 
was dressing herself before her mirror, near an open his lordship under very strange circumstances." 
window, when she saw the viscount suddenly appear While spending some time at Rotterdam he made 
in the room behind her with a drawn rapier in his the acquaintance of a wealthy merchant who had 
hand. He had softly opened the door, and in the a very beautiful daughter, an only child, who, he 
mirror she could see that his face, set white and informed him, was on the eve of her marriage with 
savage, indicated that he had nothing less than a Scottish gentleman, and he was invited to the 
murder in his mind. She threw herself out of wedding as a countryman of the bridegroom. He 
window into the street, and, half-dressed as she went accordingly, and though a little too late for 
was, fled, with great good sense, to Lord Primrose's the commencement of the ceremony, was yet in 
mother, who had been Mary Scott of Thirlstane, time to save an innocent girl from becoming the vic- 
and received protection; but no attempt was made tim of his own brother-in-law, Viscount Primrose: 
to bring about a reconciliation, and, though they Though the deserted wife had proved her willing- 
had four children, she never lived with him again, ness to believe in the magic mirror, by having 
and soon after he went abroad. committed to writing what she had seen, yet she 
During his absence there came to Edinburgh a was so astonished by her brother's tidings, that she 
certain foreign conjurer, who, among other occult nearly fainted; but something more was to be 
powers, professed to be able to inform those present learned still. She asked her brother on what day 
of the movements of the absent, however far they the circumstance took place, and having been 
might be apart; and the young viscountess was informed, she gave him her key, and desired him 
prompted by curiosity to go with a lady friend to to bring to her the sealed paper. On its being 
the abode of the wise man in the Canongate, wear_ opened, it was then found, that at the very moment 
ing over their heads, by way of disguise, the tartan when she had seen the roughly-interrupted nuptial 
plaid then worn b} women of the lower classes. ceremony it had actually been in progress. 
After describing the individual in whose move- Primrose died, as we have said, in the year before 
ments she was interested, and expressing a desire the Union. His widow was still young and beautiful, 
to know what he was then about, the conjurer led but made a resolution never again, after her past 
her before a large mirror, in which a number of experience, to become a wife; but the great Earl 
colours and forms rapidly assumed the appearance of Stair, who had been now resident some twenty 
of a church with a marriage party before the altar; years in Edinburgh, and whose public and private 
and in the shadowy bridegroom she instantly character was irreproachable, earnestly sued for 
recognised her absent husband! She gazed upon her hand, yet she firmly announced her intention 
the delineation as if turned to stone, while the of remaining unwedded; and in his love and des- 
ceremonial of the marriage seemed to proceed, and peration the Earl bethought him of an expedient 
the clergyman to be on the point of bidding the indicative of the roughness and indelicacy of the 
bride and bridegroom join hands, when suddenly a age. By dint of powerfully bribing her household 
,gentleman in whose face she recognised a brother I he got himself introduced over-night into a small 
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room where she was wont to say her prayers-such with violence. Once-we regret to record it of so 
private oratories being common in most of the heroic a soldier-when transported beyond the 
Edinburgh houses of the time-and the window of bounds of reason, he gave her a blow on the face 
which overlooked the High Street. Thereat he with such severity as to draw blood; and then, 
showed himself, en déshabille, to the people passing, all unconscious of what he had done, fell asleep. 
an exhibition which so seriously affected the repu- Poor Lady Stair, overwhelmed by such an insult, 
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THE LAWN
[ARKET. FROM THE SITE OF THE WEIGH. HOUSE, 1825. (A/te-rEwhaov<.) 


tation of the young widow, that she saw the neces- 
sity of accepting him as her husband. 
Lady Eleanor was happier as Countess of Stair 
than she had ever been as Viscountess Primrose; 
but the Earl had one failing-a common one 
enough among gentlemen in those days-a dispo- 
sition to indulge in the bottle, and then his temper 
was by no means improved; thus, on coming 
home he more than once treated the Countess 


and recalling perhaps much that she had endured 
with Lord Primrose, made no attempt to bind up 
the wound, but threw herself on a sofa, and wept 
and bled till morning dawned. When the Earl 
awoke, her bloody and dishevelled aspect filled 
him with horror and dismay. .. What has hap- 
pened? How came you to be thus ?" he exclaimed. 
She told him of his conduct over-night, which filled 
him with shame-such shame and compunction. 
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, that he made a vow never again to take any species 
'of drink, unless it had first passed through her 
hands; and this vow he kept religiously till the 
day of his death, which took place on the 9th 

lay, 1747, at Queensberry House in the Canon- 
gate, when he was in his seventy-fifth year. He 
was General of the Marines, Governor of Minorca, 
Colonel of the Greys, and Knight of the Thistle. 
He was buried in the family vault at Kirkliston, 
and his funeral is thus detailed in the Scots fiIaga- 
zinc for 1747 :- 


when the procession began, as a signal to the 
garrison in the Castle, when the flag was half 
hoisted, and minute guns were fired, till the funeral 
was clear of the city. 
With much that was irreproachable in her charac- 
ter, Lady Stair was capable of ebullitions of temper, 
and of using terms that modem taste would deem 
objectionable. The Earl of Dundonald had stated to 
the Duke of Douglas that Lady Stair had expressed 
her doubts concerning the birth of his nephew- 
a much-vexed question, at this time before the 
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THE LAWXMARJ...ET, FROM ST. GILES'S, 1825. (Afl.rEwhank.) 


"I. Six bâlon men, two and two. 2. A moum- House of Lords and Court of Session. In sup' 
I . 
ing coach with four gentlemen ushers and the port of what he stated, Dundonald, II) a letter Ie. 
Earl's crest. 3. Another mourning coach with the Lord Justice Clerk, gave the world leave to 
three gentlemen ushers, and a friend carrying the deem him " a damned villain" if he spoke not the 
coronet on a velvet cushion. 4. Six ushers on truth. Involved thus unpleasantly with the ducal 
foot, with bâtons and gilt streamers. 5. The I house of Douglas, Lady Stair went straight to 
corpse, under a dressed canopy, drawn by six I Holyrood Palace, and there, before the. Duke, 
dressed horses, with the Earl's achievement, within the Duchess, and their attendants, she said tha t 
the Order of the Thistle. 6. Chief mourners I she "had lived to a good age, and never, until 
in a coach and six. 7. Nine mourning coaches, now, got entangled in any scanda!." She then 
each drawn by six horses. 8. The Earl's body 
 struck the floor thrice with her cane, each time 
coach empty. 9. Carriages of nobility and gentry, calling the Earl of Dundonald "a damned villain," 
in order of rank." after which she withdrew, swelling with rage: 
A sky-rocket was thrown up in the Canongate but Lady Mary \V ortIey Montagu mentions in her 
14 
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" Letters," that the Countess of Stair was subject success, that he altered his plans, and came to 
to hysterical fits-the result perhaps of all she had Edinburgh in the November of that year. In one 
undergone as a wife. After being long the queen of the numbers of the Lounger appeared a review 
of society in Edinburgh, she died in November, of the first (or Kilmarnock) edition of his poems, 
1759, twelve yeaTs after the death of the Marshal. written by Henry Mackenzie, who was thus the 
She was the first person in the city, of her time, means, together with Dr. Blacklock, of kindly 
who had a black domestic servant. Another I I bringing Burns before the learned and fashionable 
dowager, the Lady Clestram, succeeded her in the circles of Edinburgh. His merited fame had 
old house in the close. It was advertised for come before him, and he was now caressed by all 
sale, at the upset price of })50, in the Edinburgh ranks. His brilliant conversational powers seem 
Advertiser of 17 8 9; and is described as "that to have impressed all who came in contact with 
large dwelling-house, sometime belonging to the him as much as admiration of his poetry. Under 
Dowager Countess of Stair, situated at the entry the patronage of Principal Robertson, Professor 
to the Earthen Mound. The sunk storey consists Dugald Stewart, Henry Mackenzie, author of the 
.of a good kitchen, servants' rooms, closets, cellars, I "Man of Feeling," and Sir John Whiteford of that 
&c.; the second of a dining and bed rooms; the ilk, but more than all of James Earl of Glencairn, 
third storey of a dining and five bed rooms." It has I and other eminent persons, a new edition of his 
long since been the abode of the humblest artisans. poems was published in April, 17 8 7; but amid all 
The parents of Miss Ferrier, the well-known the adulation he received he ever maintained his 
novelist, according to a writer in TemPle Bar for native simplicity and sturdy Scottish independence 
November, 18 7 8 , occupied a flat in Lady Stair's I of character. By the Earl of Glencairn he was in- 
,Close after their marriage. Mrs. Ferrier (llée I ' troduced to the members of the Caledonian Hunt, 
Coutts) wa" the daughter of a farmer at Gourdon, and he dedicated to them the second edition of 
near Montrose, and was a woman of remarkable his poerr>.s. In verse he touchingly records his 
beauty, as her portrait by Sir George Chalmers, gratitude to the earl :- 
Bart. (a native of Edinburgh) in 1765 attests. At 
.. The bridegroom may forget the bride 
the time of her marriage, in 1767, she had resiùed 
_ Was made his wedded wife yestreen ; 
in Holyrood with her aunt, the Hon. Mrs. Mait- The monarch may forget the crown 
land, widow of a younger son of Lord Lauderdale; I That on his head an hour has been; 
and the flat the young married couple took in The mother may forget the child 
,the old close had just been vacated by Sir James That smiles sae sweetly on her knee; 
1 , I d h " . I But I'll remember thee, Glencaim, 
u teney an IS wife Lady Bath. I A d II I h h t d r: ." 
. n a t lat t ou as one ,or me " 
When Sir Richard Steele, of the Spedator, visited 
Edinburgh, in 17 1 7, on the business of the Forfeited I Burns felt acutely the death of this amiable and 
Estates Commission, we know not whether he accomplished noble, which occurred in 179 1 . 
resided in Lady Stair's Close, but it is recorded The room occupied by Burns in Baxter's Close, 
that he gave, in a tavern there, a whimsical supper, i and from which he was wont to sally förth to dine 
to all the eccentric-looking mendicants in the city, i and sup with the magnates of the city, is still pointed 
giving them the enjoyment of an abundant feast, l out, with its single window which opens into Lady 
that he might witness their various oddities.. Stair's Close. There, as Allan Cunningham records, 
Richard Sheil mentions this circumstance, and I he had but "his share of a deal table, a sanded 
,adds that Steele confessed afterwards that he had floor, and a chaff bed, at eighteenpence a week." 
"drunk enough of native drollery to compose a Accoròing to the same biographer, the impres- 


 


s


oo


 
Upper Baxter's Close, the adjoining alley, is titled, and the learned, of Edinburgh, "though 
associated with the name of Robert Burns. There lessened by intimacy on the part of the men, 
the latter, in 17 86 , saved from a heartless and remained unimpaired on that of the softer sex 
hopeless exile by the generosity of the blind poet, till his dying day. His company, duriu'g the 
Dr. Blacklock, came direct from the plough and season of balls and festivities, continued to be 
the banks of his native Ayr, to share the humble I courted by all who desired to be reckoned gay 
room and bed of his friend Richmond, a lawyer's! or polite. Cards of invitation fell thick on him j 
clerk, in the house of Mrs. Carfrae. But a few I he was not more welcomed to the plumed and 
weeks before poor Burns had made arrangements jewelled groups whom her fascinating Grace of 
to go to Jamaica as joint overseer on an estate; but I I Gordon gathered about her, than he was to the 
;the publication of his poems was deemed such a grave divines and polished scholars who assembled 
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in the rooms of Stewart, Blair, or Robertson. . . . j After a stay of six months in Edinburgh, Burns 
But Edinburgh offered tables and entertainers of a set out on a tour to the south of Scotland, accom- 
less staid character, when the glass circulated with I panied by Robert Ainslie, W.S.; but elsewhere we 
greater rapidity, when wit flowed more freely, and shall meet him again. Opposite the house in which 
when the
e wer
 
either high-bred ladies to charm I he dwelt is on.e with a 
ery .a
cient legend, Blissi/. 
conversatIOn withm the bounds of modesty, nor be. the. Lord. In . all. Hzs .giftlS . nO'll. a1ld. e'lJir. In 
serious philosophers nor grave divines to set a I 1746 this was the inheritance of Martha White, 
limit to the licence of speech or the hours of only child of a wealthy burgess who became a 
enjoyment. To those companions, who were all banker in London. She became the wife of 
of the better classes, Charles ninth Earl of 
the levities of the rustic I . _ _ .4 ,I I Kincardine, and after- 
poet's wit and humour _ ,. wards Earl of Elgin, 
were as welcome as 111\ 1':'
. - - I "undoubted heir male 
were the tenderest of. ;g((- and chief of all the 
_ 1 i'" 
his narratives to the 
 "}J I . Bruces in Scotland," 
accomplished Duchess 
 . 
 -= 
 - 
 .' "
: 
 " as Douglas records. 
of Gordon or the beau- ",,:,-+t ' ;. ,
, ,

 ,
 The countess, who died 
tiful Miss Burnet of ;'7 1 . ' -

 ". --:.':::.
ty . \( 1:, ' l ': in 1810, filled, with 
M b dd h d / /,P :)" " I'..: - h h l[ h 
. on 0 0; t eyraise 
: t.!o .// ..', 'Ç' ,I I' onour to erse, t e 
a social roar not at all 
 _ 1',\,: \ ' " , .," , office of governess to 
classic, and demanded -' -'. ." "- theunfortunate Princess 
and provoked his sal- I" I '
'_-- J I' ",[ ','Ii Charlotte of Wales. 
lies of wild humour, or . - L r
 
 
 One of the early 
indecorous mirth, with 
 " 
 '

 _. breaches made in the 
as much delight as he I 
 '
 ' -;.. ( vicinity of the central 
had witnessed among " i I' J 'i" thoroughfare of the city 
the lads of Kyle, -WI l \. r was Bank Street, on 
when, at mill or forge, I .-ìß
 1 '1 ,," (,' 
 the north (the site of 
his humorous sallies Lower Ba>..ter's Close), 
abounded as the ale ! 
 .. ' ' wherein was the shop 
flowed." I . of two eminent cloth 
B

i



h;d;r
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 I' " .1 ,
 
r

;;saa:
son
:


 
and welcome guest 01 
 ,1::';: I __I" became the usual resort 
John Campbell, Pre- 
. \, of the whole literati of 
centor of the Canon- ',OJ the city in its da}. 
gate Church, a famous ... ,'" David Bridges junior 
amateur vocalist in his 
 I" I 
 had a strongly de- 
time, though forgotten veloped bias towards 
. '-, 
now; and to him Bums !U--"'"-=-" r __ -"'-_ -:.
. _ __"_ .,
#. literary studies, and, 
applied for an introduc- LADY STAIR'S CLOSE.- according to the me- 
tion to Bailie Gentle, moirs of Professor WiI- 
to the end that he might accord his tribute to the son, was dubbed by the Black1l1ood wits, "Director- 
memory of the poet, poor Robert Fergusson, whose General of the Fine Arts." His love for these and 
grave lay in the adjacent churchyard, without a the drama was not to be controlled by his connec- 
stone to mark it. Bailie Gentle expressed his tion with mercantile business; and while the senior 
entire concurrence with the wish of Burns, but partner devoted himself to the avocations of trade in 
said that "he had no power to grant permission one part of their well-known premises, the younger 
without the consent of the managers of the Kirk was employed in adorning a sort of sanctu1Il, \\ here 
flU1ds." one might daily meet Sir Walter Scott and his 
"Tell them," said Burns, "it is the Ayrshire friend Dr Adam Ferguson (who, as a boy, had 
plough man who makes the request." The authority often sat on the knee of David Hume), Professor 
was obtained, and a promise given, which we 
believe has been sacredly kept, that the grave I . .. . '" 
. . . . Tradition pomts to the wlIldow on the immediate nght (marked -). 
should remam Inviolate. as that of the room occupied by Burns. 



108 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


l Bank Street. 


Wilson, J. G. Lockhart, Sir David Wilkie, and 
other eminent men of the day. His writings, 
spread over the periodical literature of his time- 
panicularly the EdÙlburgh lIfagazine and Annual 
Register-are very numerous, and he was the first 
among modem Scotsmen who made art the subject 


and study had suggested, it is not to be wondered 
at that in exercises of this sort he took particular 
delight and obtained great excellence. He was 
secretary of the Dilettanti Society of Edinburgh. 
The establishment of the Bridges is thus re- 
ferred to in Peter's "Letters to his Kinsfolk";- 
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OLD TIMBER-FRONTED HOUSE, LAW"'
IARKET, 1880, 


of systematic cntlclsm; and from the purity and "Wastle immediately conducted me to this dilet- 
clearness of his style, his perfect knowledge of tanti lounge, saying, that here was the only 
the subject, and the graceful talent he possessed place where I might be furnished with every means 
<>f mingling illustration with argument, he imparted of satisfying my curiosity. On entering, one finds 
an interest to a subject, which, to many, might a very neat and tasteful-looking shop, well-stocked 
appear otherwise unattractive. And when it is con- with all the tempting diversities of broad-cloth and 
sidered that it was to the acting of the great Mrs. bombaseens, silk stockings and spotted handker- 
Siddons, John Kemble, Kean, and Miss O'Neil, chiefs. A few sedate-looking old-fashioned cits are 
that he had to apply those rules which his taste probably engaged in conning over the Edinburgh 
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uewspapers of the day, and perhaps discussing famous Hercules, the Dancing Fawn, the Lao- 
1Ill1rdÙus the great question of Burgh Refonn. . .. coon, and the Hernlaphrodite, occupy coné:'

ùOus 
After waiting for a few minutes, the younger partner stations on the counters, one large table is entirely 
tips a sly wink across his counter, and beckons covered with a book of Canova's designs, Turner's 
you to follow him through a narrow cut in its I , Liber Studiorum,' and such like manuals; and in 
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GLADSTONE'
 LAND. 


mahogany surface; into the unseen recesses of the I the comers where the little light there is streams 
establishment. A few steps downward, and in the brightest, are placed, upon huge piles of corduroy 
dark, land you in a sort of cellar, below the shop and kerseymere, various wooden boxes, black, brown, 
proper, and here by the dim religious light, which and blue, wherein are locked up from all eyes, save 
enters through one or two well-grated peeping I those of privileged and initiated frequenters of the 
holes, your eyes soon discover enough of the scene, various pictures and sketches, chiefly by 
furniture of the place to satisfy you that you have / liVin g artists, and presents to the proprietor. Mr. 
reached at last the satldum salldorl/lIl of the Bridges, when I asked him on my first visit what 
fine arts. Plaster of Paris casts of the head of the might be the contents of these mysterious receptacles, 
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made answer in a true technico-Caledonian strain 
-' 00, Doctor Morris, they are just a wheen 
bits, and' (added he, with a most knowing com- 
pression of his lips)'let me tell you what, Doctor 
Morris, there's some no that ill bits among them.' 
One proved to be an exquisitely finished sketch 
by Sir William Allan, 'Two Tartar robbers divid- 
ing their spoil.' This led to a proposal to visit 
the artist's atelier, and we had no great distance to 
walk, for Mr. Allan lives in the Parliament Close, 
not a gun-shot from where we were." 
Mr. Bridges married Flora Macdonald of Scalpa 
(sister of the heroic Sir John Macdonald, whose 
powerful hand, with a few of the Scots Guards, 
closed the gates of Hougomont), and died in 
November, 1840. 
One of the finest specimens of the wooden- 
fronted houses of 1540 was on the south side of 
the Lawnmarket, and was standing all unchanged, 
after the lapse of more than 338 years, till its 
demolition in 1878-9 (see the engraving after 
Ewbank's view of it, p. 1C4). "As may be ob- 
served,its north front, each storey of which advances 
a little over that below, is not deficient in elegance, 
there being Doric pilasters of timber interspersed 
with the windows of one floor, and some decorations 
on the gable presented to the street. The west 
front is plair.er, in consequence apparently of re- 
pairs; but we there see the covered space in front 
of the place for merchandise on the ground floor." 
A little east of the building, in the first or 
smaller part of Riddell's Close, which, like all others 
on the south side, ran down towards the Cow- 
gate, a lofty tenement towers upward, with a turret 
stair, dated 1726. This was the first residence of 
David Hume, and there it was he wrote the first 
pages of his History. In 175 i he came hither 
from his paternal place Ninewells, near Dunse, and 
soon after he wrote to Adam Smith :-" Direct 
to me in Riddell's Land, Lawnmarket. 
I have now at last, being turned forty, to my 
own honour, to that of learning, and to that of 
the present age, arrived at the dignity of being a 
householder! About seven months ago I got a 
house of my own, and completed a regular family, 
consisting of a head-myself-and two inferior 
members, a maid and a cat. My sister has just 
joined me, and keeps me company. With frugality, 
I can reach, I find, cleanliness, warmth, light, 
plenty, and contentment." 
In the following year he succeeded Ruddiman 
as Librarian to the Faculty of Advocates. 
On the opposite side of this small dark court is 
a more ancient house, having a curious wainscoted 

oom, the ceiling, walls, and every panel of which 


are elaborately decorated in Norrie's style of art; 
and therein abode Sir John Smith of Groat Hall 
(already mentioned), Provost of Edinburgh, and 
whose name was long borne by the alley. He 
was one of the commissioners chosen, in 1650, 
to convey the loyal assurances of the realm to 
Charles II. and Breda, and to have the Covenant 
duly subscribed by him. 
In the inner part of Riddell's Close stands the 
house of Bailie John Macmorran, whose tragic 
death made a great stir at its time, threw the city 
into painful excitement, and tarnished the reputa- 
tion of the famous old High School. The conduct 
of the scholars there had been bad and turbulent 
for some years, but it reached a climax on the 
15th of September, 1595. On a week's holiday 
being refused, the boys were so exasperated, being 
chiefly "gentilmane's baimes," that they fonned 
a compact for vengeance in the true spirit of the 
age; and, arn1ed with swords and pistols, took 
possession at midnight of the ancient school in the 
Blackfriars Gardens, and declining to admit the 
masters or anyone else, made preparation to stand 
a siege, setting all authority at defiance. 
The doors were not only shut but barricaded and 
strongly guarded within; all attempts to storm the 
boy-garrison proved impracticable, and all efforts 
at reconciliation were unavailing. The Town 
Council lost patience, and sent Bailie John 
Macmorran, one of the wealthiest merchants ir. 
the city (though he had begun life as a servant to 
the Regent Morton), with a posse of city officers, 
to enforce the peace. On their appearance in the 
school-yard the boys became simply outrageous, 
and mocked them as "buttery carles," daring any 
one to approach at his peril. "To the point likely 
to be first attackeù," says Steven, in his history of 
the school, "they were observed to throng in a 
highly excited state, and each seemed to vie with 
his fellow in threatening instant death to the man 
who should forcibly attempt to displace them. 
William Sinclair, son of the Chancellor of Caithness" 
had taken a conspicuous share in this barring out, 
and he now appeared foremost, encouraging his 
confederates," and stood at a window overlooking 
one of the entrances which the Bailie ordered the 
officers to force, by using a long beam as a battering 
ram, and he had nearly accomplished his perilous 
purpose, when a ball in the forehead from Sinclair's 
pistol slew him on the spot, and he fell on his 
back. 
Panic-stricken, the boys surrendered. Some 
effected their escape, and others, including Sinclair 
and the sons of Murray of Springiedale, and Pringle 
of Whitebank, were thrown into prison. Macmor- 
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ran's family were too rich to be bribed, and sallying out occasionally in search of adventures, 
.clamoured that they would have blood for blood. like some of the maids of honour of Charles II.'s 
-On the other hand, "friends threatened death to Court, dressed in male attire, with her maid for a 
,all the people of Edinburgh if they did the child squire. She seems to have possessed more wit 
.any harm, saying they were not wise who meddled than discretion." Riddell's Close was of old an 
'with scholars, especially gentlemen's sons," and Lord eminently aristocratic quarter. 
Sinclair, as chief of the family to which the young Lower down the street Fisher's Close adjoined 
culprit belonged, moved boldly in his behalf, and it, and therein stood, till 1835, the residence of the 
procured the intercession of King James with the ducal house of Buccleuch, which was demolished 
magistrates, and it} the end all the accused got in that year to make way for Victoria Terrace. On 
free, including the slayer of the Bailie, who lived to the east side of an open court, beyond the Roman 
become Sir William Sinclair of Mey, in 1631, and Eagle Hall-a beautiful specimen of an ancient 
the husband of Catherine Ross, of Balnagowan, saloon-stood the mansion of William Little of 
and from them the present Earls of Caithness are Craigmillar (bearing the date 1570), whose brother 
descended. Clement was the founder of the university library, 
When the brother of the Queen Consort, the fur in 1580, when commissary of the city, he be- 
Duke of Holstein, visited Edinburgh in March, queathed" to Edinburgh and the Kirk of God," 
1593, and as Moyses tells us, "was received and all his books, 300 volumes in number. These 
welcomed very gladly by Her Majesty, and used were chiefly theological works, and were transferred 
every way like a prince," after sundry entertain- by the town council to the university. Clement 
ments at Holyrood, Ravensheugh, and elsewhere, Little was not without having a share in the 
a grand banquet was given him in the house of troubles of those days, and on the 28th of April, 
the late Bailie Macmorran by the city of Edin- 1572, with others, he was proclaimed at the market 
burgh. The King and Queen were present, "with cross, and deprived of his office, for rebellion against 
great solemnity and merriness," according to Birrel. Queen Mary; but the proclamation failed to be put 
On the 3rd of June the Duke embarked at Leith, in force. His son was Provost of the city in 1591. 
under a salute of sixty pieces of cannon from the Clement and William Little were buried in the 
bulwarks, and departed with his gifts, to wit-I,ooo Greyfriars' churchyard, where a great-grandson of 
five-pound pieces and 1,000 crowns, a hat and the latter erected a tomb to their memory in 1683',y. 
string valued at 12,000 pounds (Scots ?), and many Little's Close appears as Lord Cullen's in Edgar's 
rich chains and jewels. map of 1742, so there had also resided that famous 
The Bailie's initials, I.. :\1., are on the pediments lawyer and judge, Sir Francis Grant of Cullen, who 
that ornament his house, which after passing joined the Revolution party in 1688, who distin- 
through several generations of his surname, be- guished himself in the Convention of 1689 by his 
came the residence of Sir John Clerk of Penicuik. speech in favour of conferring the Cfùwn of Scotland 
"By him," says Wilson, "it was sold to Sir on William and Mary of Orange, and thus swayed 
Roderick Mackenzie, of Preston Hall, appointed the destinies of the nation. He was raised to the 
a senator of the College of Justice in 1702, who bench in 1709. His friend Wodrow has recorded 
resided in the upper part of the house at the same the closing scene of his active life in this old alley, 
time that Sir John 
lackenzie Lord Royston, third on the 16th of March, 1726. "Brother," said the 
son of the celebrated Earl of Cromarty, one of the old revolutionist, to one who informed him that 
wittiest and most gifted men of his time, occupied his illness was mortal, "you have brought me the 
the low flat. Here, in all probability, his witty I best news ever I heard!" "And," adds old Robert 
and eccentric daughter Anne was born and brought: Wodrow, "that day when he died u'ns without a 
up. This lady, who married Sir William Dick of' cloud." 
Preston field, carried her humorous pranks to an i 
.excess scarcely conceivable in our decorous days j I * Monteith's "Theatre ofl\lortality," Edin., '7 0 4. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


THE LA WNMARKET (continued). 


The Story of Deacon Brodie-His Career of Guilt-Hanged on his own Gibbet-Mauchine's Close, Robert Gourlay's House and the other 
Old Houoes therein-The Bank of SCQtland, 169s-Assassination of Sir George Lockhart-Taken Red Hand-Punishment ofChiesly. 


FROM such a character as Sir Francis Grant of I William Brodie, Deacon of the Wrights and 
Cullen, a single-minded and upright man, the Masons of Edinburgh, was the son of Convener 
transition is great indeed to the occupant who I Francis Brodie, who had an extensive business as 
gave his name to the next close-a name it still a cabinet maker in the Lawnmarket; and in 1781 
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PLAN OF EDINBURGH, FROM THE CASTLE TO ST. GILES'S. (Fr"", C",..ðøn 4' Røtlziemay's /lEa}.' 
9, The High Street from the Castle i 10, The \Veighhouse; IS, Horse 
Iarket Street: 16, Straighl (or \Vest) Bow; 34. Currer's C10sei 
35. Liberton's W>nd ; 36, Foster's Wynd; I, The Kirk in the Castle Hill. 


retains-a notorious character, who had a kind of 
dual existence, for he stooò. high in repute as a 
pious, wealthy, and substantial citizen, until the 
daring robbery of the Excise Office in 1788 brought 
to light a long-continued system of secret house- 
breaking and of suspected murder, unsurpassed in 
the annals of cunning and audacity. 


the foroler was elected a Deacon Councillor of the 
city. He had unfortunately imbibed a taste for 
gambling. ami became expert in making that taste 
a source of revenue; thus he did not scruple to 
have recourse to loaded dice. It became a ruling 
passion with him, and he was in the habit of re- 
sorting almost nightly to a low gambling club, kept 
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by a man named Clark, in the Fleshmarket Close. 
He had the tact and art to keep his secret profligacy 
unknown, and was so successful in blinding his 
fellow-citizens that he continued a highly reputable 
member of the Town Council until within a short 
period of the crime for which he was executed, 
and, according to "Kay's Portraits," it is a singular 
fact, that little more than a month previously he 


there were committed a series ot startling rob- 
beries, and no clue could be had to the perpetrators. 
Houses and shops were entered, and articles of 
value vanished as if by magic. In one instance a 
lady was unable to go to church from indisposition, 
and was at home alone, when a man entered with 
crape over his face, and taking her keys, opened 
her bureau and took away her money, while she re- 
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sat as a juryman in a criminal case in that very mained panic-stricken; but as he retired she thought, 
court where he himself soon after received sentence "surely that was Deacon Brodie!" But the idea 
of death. seemed so utterly inconceiyable, that she preserved 
For years he had been secretly licentious and silence on the subject till subsequent events 
dissipated, but it was not until 1786 that he transpired. As these mysterious outrages continued, 
began an actual career of infamous crime, with all Edinburgh became at last alarmed, and in all of 
his fellow-culprit, George Smith, a native of Berk- them Brodie was either actively Or passively con- 
shire, and two others, named Brown and Ainslie. cemed, till he conceived the-to him-fatal idea 
He was in easy circumstances, with a flourishing I of robbing the Excise office in Chessel's Court, an 
business, and his conduct in becoming a leader of undertaking wholly planned by himself. He visited 
. , 
mIscreants seems unaccountable, yet so it was. In the office openly with a friend, studied the details 
and around the city during the winter of 1787 J of the cashier's room, and observing the key of the 
16 
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outer door hanging from a nail, contrived to take I alam1ed, gave a signal and retreated. Smith and 
an impression of it with putty, made a model there- Brown did not observe the call, but thinking 
from, and tried it on the lock by way()f experiment, themselves in danger when they heard Mr. Bonar 
but went no further then. coming down-stairs, they cocked their pistols, de- 
an the 5th of March, Brodie, Smith, Ainslie, termined not to be taken." 
and Brown, met in the evening about eight to make Eventually they got clear off with their booty, 
the grand attempt. The Deacon was attired in which proved to be only sixteen pounds odd, when 
black, with a brace of pistols; he had with him they had expected thousands! They all separated 
several keys and a double picklock. He seemed -Brown and Ainslie betook themselves to the Ne\\ 
in the wildest spirits, and as they set forth he sang Town, Brodie hurried home to the Lawnmarket. 
fue well-known ditty from the" Beggar's Opera"- changed his dress, and proceeded to the house of 
"Let us take the rrad his mistress, Jean 'Yatt, in Liberton's '''ynd, and 
Hark! I hear the'sound of coaches! on an evening soon after the miserable spoil 
The hour of attack _ _ _ was divided in 
approaches;, 
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\: ::.,
- 
 equal proportions. 
To your arms brave ..." . '::::).
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 B this time thL 
bovs. and load. I,' 
. _ .
 _ .
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- >,ji.\ . ---=- town was alarmed, 
"c:. th b II I I Id \..-""
 - - - - 
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",ee e a 10; -
 ---=- - and the police on 
Let chemists toil 
 
lile as,es- :... ""," 1 !! r the alert. Browl 
Our fire their fire '. / ; : !I ( l\ a I l. o ia o s re ) H , um
.h h I) O 
Ami '::::::: lrod ,o..-'l::J rn - j , ',' 
j l:
,; fj 
! , proved the gre
;test 
gold 
" II ' ! " 1\ I I '.. ", ' " _ " r '",," I ;1 , villain of the 
The office was ' whole, was at that 
shut at night, but I 1,1 
 L i I time under sen- 
no watchman came .r o - "tence of transpor- 
till ten. Ain,lie I . ::, i btion fo' ,ome 
, " . I I 
kept watch in ' I ,II crime committed 
Chessel's Court, iI" c: .:<io. r ,

- .; - !' I ' I in his native 
Brodie inside the -. country, England, 
outer door, when ' l and having seen 
h d . -I )'11\, \111 1'1, . 
e opene It, ' 

 i": an advertIsement 
while Smith and . . ';'W/I-/' 

 ' : . ' 'j offerin g reward and 
:/ /;;. 1, 
Brown entered the ;Ã " 
% 
/, "7' r} pardon to any per- 

 
 ' !
 / ' I '::' son "' ho shollid 
cas
1ier'sroom. All I, - " 
save the first car. .:::.<.Z. .. / fi./ h" 1.0.;/ í/ 

,:, discover a recent 
ried pistols, and ROOM IN BAILIE MACMORRAN'S Hv\.JSL. robbery at the 
Brodie had a shop of Inglis and 
whistle by which he was to sound an alarm if I Horner, one of the many transactions in which 
necessary. In forcing the second or inner door, Brodie had been engaged of late with Smith and 
Brown and Smith had to use a crowbar, and the others, he resolved to turn king's evidence, and 
coulter of a plough which they had previously stolen ' on the very evening he had secured his share of 
served the purpose. Their faces were craped ; they I the late transaction he went to the Procurator 
had with them a dark lantern, and burst open Fiscal, and gave information, but omitted to men- 
every desk and press in the room. While thus tion the name of Brodie, from whom he expected 
engaged, .Mr. James Bonar, the deputy-solicitor, to procure money for secrecy. He conducted 
returned unexpectedly to the office at half-past the police to the base of the Craigs, where they 
eight, and detection seemed imminent indeed! found concealed under a large stone a great num- 
"The outer door he found shut, and on opening it ber of keys intended for future operations in all 
a man in black (Brodie) hurriedly passed him, a I directions. In consequence of this, Ainslit:, Smith 
circumstance to which, not having the slightest and his wife and servant, were all arrested. Then 
suspicion, he paid no attention. He went to his Brodie fled, and Brown re\'ealed the whole affair. 
room up-stairs, where he remained only a few ::\lr. Williamson, king's messenger for Scotland, 
minutes, and then returned, shutting the outer traced the Deacon from point to point till he reached 
ðoor behind him. Perceiving this, Ainslie became Dover, where after an eighteen days' pursuit he 
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I 
disappeared; but by a sort of fatuity, often evinced I the halter destined for himself;" and well might he 
by persons similarly situated, he gave clues to his .do so \\Íth terrible interest, as he was to be the 
own discovery. He remained in London till the first to know the excellence of an improvement he 
23rd of 
Iarch. He took his passage on board the had formerly made on that identical gibbet-the 
Leith smack Endeavour for that port, disguised as substitution of what is called the drop, for the 
an old man in bad health, and under the name of ancient practice of the double ladder. The ropes 
John Dixon; but on getting out of the Thames, I proving too short, Brodie stepped down to the 
according to some previous arrangement, he was platform and entered into easy conversation with 
l
nded at Flushing, and from thence reached his friends. 
Ostend. On board the smack he was rash enough I This occurred no less than three times, while 
to give in charge of a )Olr. Geddes letters addressed the great bell of St. Giles's was tolling slowly, and 
to three persons in Edinburgh, one of whom was the crowd of spectators was vast. Brodie died 
his favourite mistress in Cant's Close. Geddes, I without either confessing or denying his guilt; but 
full of susp
cion, on reaching Leith gave the docu- : the conduct and bearing of Smith were very different. 
ments to the authorities. )Olr. Williamson was once I In consequence of the firmness and levity of the 
more on his track, and discovered him in .-\mster- former, a curious story became quickly current, to 
dam, through the treachery of an Iri
hman named , the effect that in the Tolbooth he had been visited 
Daly, when he was on the by Dr. Piene Degraver, 
eve of his departure for a French quack, who 
c. 
America; and on the 27th 
 'I. 
 undertook to restore him 
of August, 1788, he was I 
 '
' to life after he had hung 
arraigned with Smith in .. . I, 
 the usual time, and that, 
the High Court of J us- - t, on the day before the exe- 
ticiary, when he had as --' I cut ion, he had marked 
counsel the Hon. Henry , \ . , ' . the arms and temples of 
Erskine, known then as .. Brodie, to indicate where 
" Plead for all, or the I' he would apply the lancet. 
poor man's lawyer," and ! 
 '"t f, 
 ,\,' )Oloreover, it was said 
two other advocates of - r-_. { i . 
 , ''' _ _ 
 
 . ' that having to lengthen 
eminence, who made an - I or the rope thrice prove!} 
attempt to prove an alibi l: .. that they had bargained 
.on the part of Brodie, secretly with' the execu- 
LA:;'TERN AND KEYS OF DEACON BRODIE. 
by means of Jean '" att (From tlte Scottish A,dig"a, ia1l .JEuse"m.) tioner for a short fall. 
and her servant, but "'hen cut don n the 
the jury, with one voice, found both guilty, and body was instantly given to two of his own 
they were sentenced to be hanged at the west workmen, who placed it on a cart, and drove at 
end of the Luckenbooths on the 1st October, 1788. I a furious rate round the back of the Castle, with 
Smith was deeply affected; Brodie cool, determined, I the idea that the rough jolting might produce 
and indifferent. His self-possession never forsock resuscitation! It was theq taken to one of his 
him, and he spoke of his approaching end with workshops in the Lawnmarket, where Degraver 
levity, as "a leap in the dark," and betrayed emo- was in attendance; but all attempts at bleeding 
tion only when he was visited, for the last time, by failed; the Deacon was gone, and nothing remained 
his daughter Cecil, a pretty child of ten years of but to lay him where he now lies, in the north-east 
.age. He came on the scaffold in a full suit of comer of the Chapel-of-ease burying-ground. His 
black, with his hair dressed and powdered. Smith dark lantern and sets of false keys, presented by the 
was attired in white linen, trimmed with black. Clerk of Justiciary to the Society of Antiquaries, are 
"Having put on white night-caps," says a print still preserved in the city. 
of the time, "Brodie pointed to Smith to ascend He had at one time been Deacon Convener 
the steps that led to the drop, and in an easy man- or chief of all the trades in the city, an office of 
ner, clapping him on the shoulder, said, 'George the highest respectability. His house in Brodie's 
Smith, you are first in hand.' Upon this Smith, Close is still to be founù in nearly its original state; 
whose behaviour was highly penitent and resigned, the first door tip a turnpike stair; and this door, 
slonly ascended the steps, followed by Broùie, who remarkable for its elaborate workmanship, is said 
mounted with briskness and agility, and examined I to have been the work of his ingenious hand. The 
the dreadful apparatus with attention, particularly apartments are all decorated; and the principal one, 
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which is of great height, contains a large painting had an audience of his Majesty; with him there 
over the stone fireplace of the Aùoration of the also came another ambassador from England. 
Wise Men. I named Mr. Davidson, who got an audience also 
A few steps from this was the old Bank Close that same day in the king's chamber of presence." 
(so-called from the Bank of Scotland having: This was probably a kinsman of De la Motte. 


been in it), a blind alley, composed wholly 
of solid, handsome, and massive houses, some 
of which were of great antiquity, and of old 
named Hope's Close, from the celebrated Sir 
Thomas Hope, King's Advocate in the time 
of Charles I., prior to whom it had borne the 
name of l\Iauchine's Close, about the year 15 II. 
Here, on the site of 
the present Melbourne 
Place, stood a famous old 
mansion, almost unique rï 
even in Edinburgh, 
named Robert Gourlay's 
House, with the legend, 
above its door, "0 Lord 
in the is at my traist 
1569"; and it is somewhat 
singular that the owner 
of this house was a man 
neither of rank nor of 
.. 
wealth, but simply a mes- 
senger-at-arms belonging ", 
to theAbbeyofHolyrood, 
an office bestowed upon 
him by the Commen- 
dator, Adam Bothwell, 
Bishop of Orkney. In 
1574 Robert Gourlay 
was an eider of the kirk, 
and in that year had 
to do his public penance 
therein "for transþorting 
wlleat out of the countric." 
In 1581, when the Re- 
gent Morton was about to 
suffer death, he was placed in Gourlay's house 
for two days under a guard; and there it was 
that those remarkable conferences took place 
between him and certain clergymen, in which, 
while protesting his innocence of the murder of 
Darnley, he admitted his foreknowledge of it. 
Among many popular errors, is one that he in- 
vented the" maiden" by which he suffered; for it 
is now known to have been the common Scottish 
guillotine, since Thomas Scott was beheaded by it 
on the 3rd of April, 1566. 
On the 7th of January, 1582, l\Ioyses tells us in 
his Memoirs, "there came a French amùassador 
through England, named La :\Iotte (Fenelon), he 
was lodged in Gourlay's house near Tolbooth, and 


the French ambassador, who was slain at Flodden. 
He left Edinburgh on the loth of February. 
Herein resided Sir William Drury during the siege 
of the Castle in 1573, and thither, on its surrender, 
was brought its gallant defender before death, with 
his brother Sir James Kirkaldy and others; and it 
was here that in later years the great Argyle is said to 
have passed his last hours 
, t:
 'II , in peaceful sleep before 
, his execution. So Robert 
Gourlay's old house had 
a terrible history. By 
this time the house had 
passed into the posses- 
sion of Sir Thomas Hope. 
Hence it has been con- 
jectured that Argyle's last 
sleep took place in the 
Laigh Council Room, 
whither, Wodrow says, he 
was brought before execu- 
tion. 
John Gourlay, son of 
, Robert, erected a house 
at the foot of this an- 
cient close. It bore the 
date 1588, with the motto, 
Sþes attera 7/ztæ. Herein 
was the Bank of Scotland 
first established in 1695, 
and there its business 
was conducted till 1805, 
when it was removed to 
their new office, that stu- 
pendous edifice at the 
head of the entrance to the Earthen Mound. Lat- 
terly it was used as the University printing-office; 
and therein, so lately as 1824, was in use, .as a proof 
press, the identical old wooden press which accom- 
panied the Highland army, in 1745, for the publi- 
cation of gazettes mid manifestoes. 
Robert Gourlay's house passed from the possession 
of Sir Thomas Hope and Lord Aberuchill into that 
of Sir George Lockhart (the great legal and political 
rival of Sir George Mackenzie), Lord President of 
the Session in 1685, and doomed to fall a victim to 
private revenge. Chiesly of DaIry, an unsuccess- 
ful litigant, enraged at the president for assigning 
a small aliment of ;/;93 out of his estate,-a fine one 
south-westward of the city-to his wife, from whom 
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we must suppose he was separated, swore to have bed with illness, but sprang up on hearing the 
vengeance. He was perhaps not quite sane; but pistol-shot; and on learning what had occurred
 
anyway, he was a man of violent and ungovernable rushed forth in her night-dress and assisted to 
passions. Six months before the event we are convey in the victim, who was laid on two chairs
 
about to relate he told Sir James Stewart, an advo- and instantly expired. The ball had passed out 
cate, when in London, that he was "deternlÍned at the left breast. Chiesly was instantly seized. 
to go to Scotland before Candlemas and kill the "I am not wont to do things by halves," said he, 
president! " "The very imagination of such a grimly and boastfully; "and now I have taught the 
thing," said Sir James, "is a sin before God." president how to do justice!" He was put to the 
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THE FIRST INTERVIEW IN 1786: DEACON BRODIE AND GEORGE SMITH. (Aftd Kay.) 


"Leave God and me alone," was the fierce response, I torture to discover ifhe had any accomplices; and as 
" we have many things to reckon betwixt us, and we he had been taken red hand, he was on Monday 
will reckon this too!" The Lord President was I sentenced to death by Sir Magnus Price, Provost 
warned of his open threats, but unfortunately took of the city, without much formality, according to 
no heed of them. On Easter Sunday, the 3 1st of I Father Hay, and on a hurdle he was dragged to the 
March, I 68 9, the assassin loaded his pistols, and Cross, where his right hand was struck off when alive; 
went to the choir of St. Giles's church, from whence then he was hanged in chains at Drumsheugh, says 
he clogged him home to the Old Bank Close, and another account; between the city and Leith at the 
though accompanied by Lord Castlehill and Mr. Gallowlee, according to a third, with the pistol tied 
Daniel Lockhart, shot him in the back just as he to his neck. His right hand was nailed on the 
was about to enter his house-the old one whose I West Port. The manor house of DaIry, latterly 
history we have traced. Lady Lockhart-aunt of the property of Kirkpatrick, of Allisland, was after 
the famous Duke of Wharton-was confined to her this alleged to be haunted, and no servant ther::ir 



118 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Gosford's Close. 


'\
ould venture, aft

 dark,. alone into. the back I writes .of a skeleton, found a century after! "when 
kitchen, as a tradition eXisted that his boùy- removmg the hearth-stone of a cottage m DaIry 
which his relations had unchained and carried off, I Park, with the remains of a pistol near the situation 
sword in hand, under cloud of night-was buried of the neck. No doubt was entertained that these 
.somewhere near that apartment. "On repairing I were the remains of Chiesly, huddled into this 
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SIR GEORGE LOCKHART OF CAR:-IWATH. 
(From llu Portrait in tlte Scottish AntÙ/uarian Alllseu11I.) 
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the garden-wall at a later period," says Dr. \ViIson, 
" an old stone seat which stood in a recess of the 
wall had to be removed, and underneath was 
found a skeleton entire, except the bones of the 
Tight hand-without doubt the remains of the 
.assassin, that had secretly been brought thither 
from the Gallowlee." But Dr. Chambers also 


place of concealment, probably in the course of the 
night in which they had been abstracted from the 
gallows." This pistol is still preserved 
In this close "the great house pertaining to 
the Earl of Eglintoun," with its coach-house and 
stables, is advertised for sale in the Evming CourallÎ 
of April, 1735, 


CHAPTER XIII. 


THE LA WNMARKET (co1Zcluded). 


<Cosford's Close-The Town House of the Abbot of Cambuskenneth-Tennant's House-Mansioo of the Hays-Libertoo's Wynd--Johnnie 
Dowie's Tavern-Burns and His Songs-The Place of Execution- Birthplace of CI The 
Ian of Feeling "-The :Mirror Club-Forrester's 
\Vynd-The Heather Stacks in the Houses-Peter \VilIiamson-Ðeith's \Vynd-Habits of the Lawnmarket \Voollen Traders- u Lawn- 
market Gazettes"-Melbourne Place- The County Ha!l- The Signet and Advocates' Libraries. 


BELOW the scene of this tragedy opened Gosford's 
Close (in the direct line of the King's Bridge), 
whereiñ for ages stood a highly-decorated edifice, 
-belonging to the Augustinian abbey of Cambus- 
'kenneth, near Stirling. It would seem to have 


been of considerable size, and from the mass of 
sculptured fragments, all beautiful Gothic carvings, 
found in the later houses of the close, must have 
been a consideraLle feature in the city. " The 
building was in all likelihood," we are told, "the 
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town mansion of the abbot, with a beautiful chapell In 1773 the Larlies Catherine and Anne Hay. 
attached to it, and may serve to remind us how I 'daughters of John Marquis of Tweeddale, lived 
little idea we can form of the beauty of the there, and in that year their brother George, the 
Scottish capital before the Reformation, adorned I fifth Marquis, resided there too, in the third floor 
as it was with so many churches and conventual of the front" land" or tenement. " Indeed," says 
buildings, the very sites of which are now unknown. Wilson, .. the whole neighbourhood was the ta- 
Over the doorway of an ancient stone land in Gos- I vourite resort of the most fashionable and distin- 
ford's Close, which stood immediately east of the Old guished among the resident citizens, and a perfect 
Bank Close, there existed a curious sculptured nest of advocates and lords of se!.sion." In the 
lintel containing a representation of the crucifixion, year I 794 the hall and museum of the Society of 
and which may with every probability be regarded Antiquaries were at the bottom of this ancient 
as another relic of the abbot's house that once thoroughfare. 
occupied its site." Next it was Liberton's Wynd, the avenue of which 
This lintel is still preserved, and the house is still partially open, and which was removed to 
which it adorned belonged to Mungo Tennant, a make way for the new bridge and other buildings. 
wealthy citizen, whose seal is appended to a rever- Like many others still extant, or demolished, this 
sion of the half of the lands of Leny, in [540. It alley, called a wynd as being broader than a 
also bears his arms, with the then common legend close, had the fronts of its stone mansions so added 
-Soli. Deo. Honor. d. Gloria. to and encumbered by quaint projecting out-shot 
In the lower storc:y of this house was a strongly- Doric gables of timber, that they nearly met over- 
arched cellar, in the floor of which was a concealed i head, excluding the narrow strip of sky, and, save 
trap-door, admitting to another lower down, hewn at noon, all trace of sunshine. Yet herein stood 
out oí the living rock. Tradition averred it was a I Johnnie Dowie's tavern, one of the most famous in 
chamber for torture, but it has more shrewdly been! the annals of Convivialia, and a view of which, by 
supposed to have been connected with the smugglers, Geikie, is preserved by Hone in his "Year Book." 
to whom the North Loch afforded by boat such Johnnie Dowie was the sleekest and kindest of 
facilities for evading the duties at the city gates, landlords; nothing could equal the benignity of 
and running in wines and brandies. This vault is his smile when he brought "ben " a bottle of his 
believed to be still remaining untouched beneath famous old Edinburgh ale to a well-known and 
the central roadway of the new bridge. On the friendly customer. The formality with which he 
first floor of this mansion the fifth Earl of Loudon, drew the cork, the air with which he filled the long, 
a gallant general officer, and his daughter, Lady I slender glasses, and the regularity with which he 
:Flora (latterly countess in her own right) afterwards drank the healths of all present in the first, with 
Marchioness of Hastings, resided when in town. his douce civility at withdrawing, were as long re- 
Here, too, was the mansion of Hume Rigg of membered by his many customers as his" Nor' 
Morton, who died in it in 1788. It is thus de- Loch trouts and Wdsh rabbits," after he had gone 
scribed in a note to Kay's works :-" The dining and to his last home, in 1817, leaving a fortune to his 
drawing-rooms were spacious; indeed, more so son, who was a major in the anny. With a laud- 
than those of any private modern house we have able attachment to the old costume he always wore 
seen. The lobbies were all variegated marble, and a cocked hat, buckles at the knees and shoes, as 
a splendid mahogany staircase led to the upper well as a cross-handled cane, over which he 
storey. There was a large green behind, with a stooped in his gait. Here, in the space so small 
statue in the middle, and a summer-house at the and dark, that even cabmen would avoid it now, 
bottom; but so confined was the entry to this there came, in the habit of the times, Robert Fer- 
elegant mansion that it was impossible to get even gusson the poet, David Herd the earliest collector 
a sedan chair near to the door." On the 20th of Scottish songs, "antiquarian Paton," and others 
January, 1773, at four A.III., there was a tempest, forgotten now, but who were men of local note 
says a print of the time, " and a stack of chimneys I in their own day as lords of session and leading 
on an old house at the foot of Gosford's Close, ad\"ocates. Here David !\Iartin, a well-known 
possessed by Hugh Mossman, writer, was blown portrait painter, instituted a Club, which was. 
down, and breaking through the roof in that part quaintly named after their host, the "Dowie 
of the house where he and his spouse lay, they Collegt'," and there his far more celebrated 
both perished in the ruins. In the pupil Sir Henry Raeburn often accompanied 
storey below, Miss Mally Rigg, sister to R\gg of him in his earlier years; and, more than all, 
Morton, also perished." it was the favourite resort of Robert Bums" 
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where he spent many a jovial hour with Willie I The moment the clock of St. Giks's struck 
Kicol and Allan l\1asterton. "Three blyther midnight not another cork would Johnnie Dowie 
lads" never gladdened the old place; and so draw. His unvarying reply to a fresh order W3S, 
associated did it become with Bums, that, accord- "Gentlemen, it is past twelve, and time to go 
ing to a writer in the "Year Book," "his name home." In the same corner where Burns sat 
was assumed as its distinguishing and alluring cog- Christopher North has alluded to his own pleasant 
nomen. Until it was finally closed, it was visited meetings with Tom Campbell. A string of eleven 
nightly by many a party of jolly fellows. . . . . verses in honour of his tavern were circulated 
Few strangers omitted to call in to gaze upon the I among his customers by Dowie, who openly ascribed 
· coffin' of the bard-this was a small, dJ.rk room, I them to Bums. Two of these will suffice, as what 
which would barely accommodate, even by squeez- was at least a good imitation of the poet's 
ing, half a dozen, but in which Burns used to sit. style:- 
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ROBERT GOURLAY'S HOUSE. 


Here he composed one or two of his best songs, 
and here were preserved to the last the identical 
seats and table which had accommodated him." 
In his edition of Scottish songs published in 1829, 
five years before the demolition of the tavern, 
Chambers notes that in the ale-house was sung that 
sweetest of all Bums's love songs :- 


.. 0, poortith cauld, and restless love, 
Ye "reck my peace between ye ; 
Yet poortith a' I could forgie, 
An 'twere na for my Jeanie. 
Ie Oh, why should fate sic plea,ure have, 
Life's dearest bonds untwining? 
Or why sae sweet a flower as love 
Depend on fortune's shining?" 


" 1\ ow these men are all gone," 
wrote one, who, alas! has followed 
them; "their very habits are be- 

 
. 
coming matters of history, while, as 
for their evening haunt, the place 
which knew it once knows it no 
more, the new access to the Lawn- 
market, Ly George IV. bridge, 
passing over the area where it 
stood." 
Liberton's Wynd is mentioned 
so far back as in a charter by 
James IlL, in 1477, and in a more 
subsequent time it was the last 
permanent place of execution, after 
the demolition of the old Tolbooth. 
Here at its head have scores of un- 
happy wretches looked their last 
upon the morning sun-the infamous Burke, whom 
we shall meet again, among them. The socket 
of the gallows-tree was removed, like many other 
objects of greater interest, in 18 34. 
Before quitting this ancient alley we must not 
omit to note that therein, in the house of his father 
Dr. Josiah Mackenzie (who died in 1800) was 
born in August, 1745, Henry Mackenzie, author 
of the "Man of Feeling," one of the most illus- 
trious names connected with polite literature in 4 
Scotland. He was one of the most active members 
of the Mirror Club, which met sometimes at Cleri- 
heugh's in Writers' Court; sometimes in Somer's, 
opposite the Guard-house in the High Street; 
sometimes in Stewart's oyster-house, in the 0::1 
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.. 0 Dowie's ale! thou art the thing 
That gars us crack and gars us sing, 
Cast by our cares, our wants a' fling 
Frae us wi' anger; 
Thou e'en mak'st passion tak the wing, 
Or thou \\ i1t hang her. 
.. How blest is he wha has a groat, 
To spare upon the cheering pot; 
He may look blythe as any Scot 
That e'er \\as born; 
Cie's a' the like, but \\Î' a coat, 
And gniùe frae scorn." 
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Fleshmarket Close; but oftener, perhaps, in Lucky 
Dunbar's, a house ,\ hich was situated in an alley 
that led between Liberton's Wynd and Forrester's 
Wynd This Club commenced its publication of 
the 
IIirror in January, [729, and terminated it in 

Iay, q8o. It WJ.S a folio sheet, published weekly 
at three-halfpence. The Lowlger, to which Lord 
Craig contributed largely, was commenced, by the 
staff of the lIIirror, on the 6th of February, [785, 
and continued weekly till the 6th of January, 1787. 
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paid to their morals, behaviour, and every branch 
of education." 
In this quarter Turk's Close, Carthrae's, For- 
rester's, and Beith's Wynds, all stood on the slope 
between Liberton's Wynd and St. Giles's Church; 
but every stone of these had been swept away many 
years before the great breach made by the new 
bridge was projected. Forrester's Wynd occurs so 
often in local annals that it must have been a place 
of some consideration. 
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JOHN DOWIE'S TAVERN. (From the EngraÛ"i' in HOlte's" YEarBook "). 


Among the members of this literary Club were Mr. / "The Diurnal of Occurrents" records, that in 
Alexander Abercrombie, afterwards Lord Aber- 1566, John Sinclair, Bishop of Brechm, Dean of 
crombie; Lord Bannatyne; Mr. George Home, Restalrig. and Lord President of the College of 
Clerk of Session; Gordon of Newhall; and a Mr. I Justice, died in Forrester's Wynd, in the house of 
George Ogilvie: among their correspondents were I James l\Iossman, probably the same man who was a 
Lord Hailes, Mr. Baron Hume, Dr. Beattie, and I goldsmith in Edinburgh at that time, and whose 
many other eminent literary men of the time; but father, also James Mossman, enclosed with the 
of the 101 papers of the Lolt/lger, fifty-seven are I present four arches the crown of Scotland, by 
the production of Henry Mackenzie, including his order of James V., when Henry VIII. closed 
general review of Burns's poems, already referred to. I the crown of England. In consequence of the 
In Liberton's Wynd, we find from the EdÙlb,trgh houses being set on fire by the Castle guns under 
Ad'l'ertiser of 1783, that the Misses Preston, Kirkaldy, in 1572, it was ordered that all the 
daughters of the late minister of Markinch, had a thatched houses between Beith's Wynd and St. 
boarding school for young Jadies, whose parents Giles's should be unroofed, and that all stacks of 
"may depend that the greatest attention wiJl be heather should be carried away from the streets 
16 
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them, and threatened to bum the house about their 
ears, unless they did presently nominate two com- 
missioners for the town," &c. Their cries were: 
" God defend all those who will defend God's cause! 
God confound the service-book and all maintainers 
thereof !" 
From advertisements, it would appear that a 
character who made some noise in his time, Peter 
\Villiamson, "from the other world," as he called 
himself, had a printer's shop at the head of this 
wynd in 1772. The victim of a system of kidnap- 
ping encouraged by the magistrates of Aberdeen, 
he had been carried off in his boyhood to America, 
and after almost unheard-of perils and adventures, 
related in his autobiography, published in 1 7 58, he 
returned to Scotland, and obtained some small 
damages from the then magistrates of his native 
city, and settled in Edinburgh as a printer and 
publisher. In 1776 he started The Scots SPJ', pub- 
lished every Friday, of which copies are now 
extremely rare. He had the merit of establishing 
the first penny post in Edinburgh, and also pub- 
lished a "Directory," from his new shop in the 
Luckenbooths, in 1784. He would appear for 
these services to have received a small pension 
from Government when it assumed his institution 
of the penny post. He died in January, 1799. 
The other venerable alley referred to, Beith's 
Wynd, when greatly dilapidated by time, was nearly 
destroyed by two fires, which occurred in 1786 and 
"In all the old houses in Edinburgh," says I 1788. The former, on the 12th December, broke 
, 
Arnot, "it is remarkable that the superstition of out near Henderson's stairs, and raged with great 
the time had guarded each with certain cabalistic I violence for many hours, but by the assistance of 
characters or talismans engraved upon its front. I the Town Guard and others it was suppressed, yet 
These were generally composed of some texts of I not before many families were burnt out. The- 
Scripture, of the name of God, or perhaps an I Parliament House and the Advocates' Library 
emblematical representation of the crucifixion." were both in imminent peril, and the danger ap- 
Forrester's Wynd probably took its name from peared so great, that the Court of Session did not 
Sir Adam Forrester of Corstorphine, who was twice sit that day, and preparations were made for the 
chief magistrate of the city in the 14th century. speedy removal of all records. At the head of 
After the "Jenny Geddes" riot in St. Giles'g, Beith's Wynd, in 1745, dwelt Andrew Maclure, a 
Guthrie, in his "Memoirs," tells us of a mob, con- writing-master, one of that corps of civic volunteers 
sisting of some hundreds of women, whose place who marched to oppose the Highlanders, b\lt 
of rendezvous in 1637 was Forrester's Wynd, and which mysteriously melted away ere it left the West 
who attacked Sydeserf, Bishop of Galloway, when Port. It was noted of the gallant Andrew, that 
on his way to the Privy Council, accompanied by having made up his mind to die, he had affixed 
Francis Stewart, son of the Earl of Bothwell, a sheet of p:lper to his breast, whereon was written, 
"with such violence. that probably he had been in large te:xt-hand, "This is the body of Andrew 
torn in pieces, if it had not been that the said 
faclure; let it be decently interred," a notice that 
Francis, with the help of two pretty men that was long a source of joke among the Jacobite 
attended him, rescued him out of their barbarous wits. 
hands, and hurled him in at the door, holding back With this wynd, our account of the alleys in 
the pursuers until those that were within shut the connection with the Lawnmarket ends. We have 
door. Thereafter, the Provost and Bailies being elsewhere referred to the once well-known Club 
assembled in their council, those women beleaguered fornled by the dwellers in the latter, chiefly woollen 


and burned, and" that ilk man in Edinburgh have 
his lumes (vents) full of watter in the nycht, under 
pain of deid!" (" Diurnal.") This gives us a graphic 
idea of the city in the sixteenth century, and of the 
High Street in particular, "with the majority of the 
buildings on either side covered with thatch, en- 
cumbered by piles of heather and other fuel 
accumulated before each door for the use of the 
inhabitants, and from amid these, we may add 
the stately ecclesiastical edifices, and the substan- 
tial mansions of the nobility, towering with all the 
more imposing effect, in contrast to their homely 
neigh bourhood." 
Concerning these heather stacks we have the 
following episode in "Moyses' Memoirs :" -" On the 
2nd December, 1584, a baxter's boy called Robert 
Henderson (no doubt by the instigation of Satan) 
desperately put some powder and a candle to his 
father's heather-stack, standing in a close opposite 
the Tron, and burnt the same with his father's 
house, to the imminent hazard of burning the whole 
town, for which, being apprehended most mar- 
vellously, after his escaping out of town, he 7(/as 11ext 
d'l)' bllYilt qliÍck at the cross of Edinburgh as an 
example." 
There was still extant in 1850 a small fragment 
of Forrester's Wynd, a beaded doorway in a ruined 
wall, with the legend above it- 
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traders. They have been described as being "a 
<lram-drinking, news-mongering, facetious set of 
citizens, who met every mom about seven o'clock, 
.and after proceeding to the post-office to ascertain 
the news (when the mail arrived), generally ad- 
journed to a public-house and refreshed themselves 
with a libation of brandy." Unfounded articles of 
intelligence that were spread abroad in those days 
were usually named "Lawnmarket Gazettes," in 
.allusion to their 
oguish or waggish originators. 
At all periods the Lawnmarket was a residence 
[or men of note, and the frequent residence of 
English and other foreign ambassadors; and so 
long as Edinburgh continued to be the seat of the 
Parliament, its vicinity to the House made it a 
favourite and convenient resort for the members 
of the Estates. 
On the ground between Robert Gourlay's house 
.and Beith's Wynd we now find some of those por- 
tions of the new city which have been engrafted on 
the old. In Melbourne Place, at the north end of 
George IV. Bridge, are situated many important 
offices, such as, amongst others, those of the Royal 
Medical Society, and the Chamber of Commerce 
and :\fanufactures, built in an undefined style of 
architecture, new to Edinburgh. Opposite, with 
its back to the bridge, where a part of the line of 
Liberton's Wynd exists, is built the County Hall, 
presenting fronts to the Lawnmarket and to St 
Giles's. The last of these possesses no common 
beauty, as it has a very lofty portico of finely-fluted 
columns, overshadowing a flight of steps leading to 
the main. entrance, which is modelled after the 
choragic monument of Thrasyllus, while the ground 
plan and style of ornament is an imitation cf the 
Temple of Erechtheium at Athens. It was erected 
in 1817, and contains several spacious and lofty 
court-rooms, with apartments for the Sheriff and 
other functionaries employed in the business of the 
county. The hall contains a fine statue of Lord 
Chief Baron Dundas, by Chantrey. 


Adjoining it and stretching eastward is the library 
of the Writers to the Signet. It is of Grecian archi- 
tecture, and possesses two long pillared halls of 
beautiful proportions, the upper having Corinthian 
columns, and a dome wherein are painted the 
Muses. It is 132 feet long by about 40 broad, 
and was used by George IV. as a drawing-room, 
on the day of the royal banquet in the Parliament 
House. Formed by funds drawn solely from con- 
tributions by Writers to H.:VI. Signet, it is under 
a body of curators. The library contains more 
than 60,000 volumes, and is remarkably rich in 
British and Irish history. 
Southward of it and lying pnallel with it, nearer 
the Cowgate, is the Advocates' Library, two long 
halls, with oriel windows on the north side. This 
library, one of the five in the United Kingdom en- 
titled to a copy of every work printed in it, was 
founded by Sir George Mackenzie, Dean of Faculty 
in 1682, and contains some 200,000 volumes, 
forming the most valuable collection of the kind 
in Scotland. The volumes of Scottish poetry alone 
exceed 400. Among some thousand MSS. are those 
of Wodrow, Sir James Balfour, Sir Robert Sibbald, 
and others. In one of the lower compartments 
may be seen Greenshield's statue of Sir Walter 
Scott, and the original volume of Waverley; two 
volumes of original letters written by Mary Queen 
of Scots and Charles 1.; the Confession of Faith 
signed by James VI. and the Scottish nobles in 
1589-90; a valuable cabinet from the old Scottish 
mint ill the Cowgate; the pennon borne by 
Sir William Keith at Flodùen; and many other 
objects of the deepest interest. The office of 
librarian has been held by many distinguished 
men of letters; among them were Thomas Rud- 
dim an, in 1702; David Hume, his successor, in 
1752, Adam Ferguson; and David Irving, LL.D. 
A somewhat minor edifice in the vicinity forms 
the library of the Solicitors before the Supreme 
Court. 


CHAPTER XIV. 
THE TOLBOOTH. 


MemDñals of the Heart of Midlothian, or Old Tolbooth-Sir Walter Scott's Description-The Early Tolbooth- The" Robin Hood" Disturbances 
-Noted Prisoners-Enmes from the Records-Lord Burleigh's Attempts at Escape-The Porteous Mob-The Stories of Katherine 
Nairne and of James Hay-The Town Guard-The Royal Bedesmen. 


THE genius of Scott has shed a strange halo around I is the power of genius, that with the name of the 
the memory of the grim and massive Tolbooth Heart of Midlothian we couple the fierce fury of 
prison, so much so that the creations of his imagi- I the Porteous mob. "Antique in form, gloomy and 
nation, such as J canie and Effie Deans, take the haggard in aspect, i\s black stanchioned windows, 
piace of real persons of flesh and blood, and such , opening through its dingy w<ills like the apertures 
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of a hearse, it was calculated to impress all beholders I who dealt in the miscellaneous wares now termed 
with a sense of what was meant in Scottish law haberdashers' goods, were to be found in this narrow 
by the squalor careens." alley." 
Situated in the very heart of the ancient city, it By the year 1561 the Tolbooth, or Pretoriu11l 
stood at the north-west corner of the parish church bllrgi de Edinburgh, as it is named in the early Acts 
of St. Giles, and so close to it as to leave only a of the Scottish Parliament, had become ruinous, 
narrow footway between the projecting buttresses, and on the 6th of February Queen Mary wrote a 
while its tall and gloomy mass extended so far letter to the magistrates, charging the Provost to 
into the High Street, as to leave the thoroughfare take it down at once, and meanwhile to provide 
at that part only 14 feet in breadth. "Reuben accommodation elsewhere for the Lords of Session. 
Butler," says Scott, writing ere its demolition had Since the storm of the Reformation the Scottish 
been decreed, "stood now before the Gothic en- revenues had been greatly impaired; money 
trance of the ancient prison, and materials were alike 
which, as is well known to scarce; hence the magis- 
all men, rears its front in trates were anxious, if pos- 
the very middle of the High sible, to preserve the old 
Street, forming, as it were, building; accordingly a new 
the termination to a huge onewas erected, entirely apart 
pile of buildings called the . " . from it, adjoining the south- 
Luckenbooths, which, for ,. west corner of St. Giles's 
some inconceivahle reason, 
 church, and the eastern por- 
our ancestors had jammed :J
: ,." tion of the old Tolbooth 
into the midst of the prin- 
 
' \
. bore incontestable evidence 
h ' "'"'t
t . 
cipal street of t e town, ... ...
"
\ of bemg the work of an age 
leaving for passage a narrow -"" r long anterior to the date of 
-
 
street on the north and on " Queen Mary's letter, and the 
the south, into which the .
. it. line of demarcation between 
prison opens, a narrow, " ,< 
/-<.., the east and west enõs of the 
crooked lane, winding be- 
 "'
.
. ._ edifice is still apparent in all 
twixt the high and sombre \iews of it. The more 
walls of the Tolbooth and '''
 ancient portion, which had 
'. 
the adjacent houses on one )' on its first floor a large and 
side, and the buttresses and deeply-embayed square win- 
JKAY,"fS . . h h ' 
projections of the old church 
,: ,', dow, havmg nc Got IC 
upon the other. To give 
 niches on each side, is sup- 
some gaiety to this sombre " / / - " \ 
.; 
 . 
 ';, posed to have been at one 
passage (well known by the 
 'F _ '\
, \' " \
\
'\\ time the house of the Provost 
name of the Krames), a " ' " ',:::::: :.1::= I' I of St. Giles's church, or some 
number of little booths or JOHN DOWIE. (After Kay.) such appendage to the lat- 
shops, after the fashion of ter, while the prebends and 
cobblers' stalls, are plastered, as it were, against other members of the colleges were accommodated 
the Gothic projections and abutments, so that it in edifices on the south side of the church, removed 
seemed as if the traders had occupied with in 1632 to make way for the present Parliament 
nests-bearing about the same proportion to the House. Thus it is supposed to have been built 
building-every buttress and coign of vantage, about J 466, when James III. erected St. Giles's into 
as the martlet did in Macbeth's castle. Of a collegiate church, and the chapter-house thereof 
later years these booths have degenerated into being of sufficient dimensions, would naturally 
mere toy-shops, where the little loiterers chiefly lead to the meeting-place of parliaments, though 
interested in such wares are tempted to linger, en- many were held in Edinburgh long before the 
chanted by the rich display of hobby-horses, babies, time of James III., especially in the old hall of the 
and Dutch toys, arranged in artful and gay con- Castle, now degraded into a military hospital. 
fusion, yet half scared by the cross looks of the The first Parliament of James II. was held in 
withered pantaloon by whom these wares are the latter in 1437 ; in 1438 the sec0nd Parliament 
superintended. But in the times we write of the was held at Stirling, but in the November of the 
hosiers, glovers, hatters, mercers, milliners, and all same year another in pre/orio burgi de Edinburgh, 



The Tolbooth.1 


EARLY PARLIAMENTS. 


, t ' r " 7 '
" 
. ':'/1ii:.^
'
 -:-' .' 
;- '" ,. 
 r ,.,,'(1., ^.'" 
 
: 1:, ,J.';Ui 
 
 -"'; 
,,'} ",-
 
 '5r 
 \ 
 
 
 " '" (!t :11,' 
I 
._ 
J 

.< J " ... ,,-. 
 .-.
 "'u,.]/-; -_ ,. 
\l't I ....
=- " 
. 
jl, j '

j /
 "j::. 
<\.. >:?::s;.
::; ;I: - 
 ,
;'

l..I]' 
 
"
-
 ',,' ':;/1 . ::,' ;,

:: 
l .' I 
 
 \ fl f 
 ?'{-, 

..ol: 
 / "
a': f!A 
 :'
"
 - ,if r
 
\ "J 
, 
it \ r 
 d" - 
l"
 "'t-' -- , 
\y '{I' 
"t
, I IIß f '\ ; \ ' l 
':.:
"
 
 ' '{" \ ':' ,. 
>
 c""'
. ' : " ,'\1' 
'/ 
 \ 
;, '1"" . -' 1'= ',,' 
'
, "

 .." \': I,
 
, II f. , 'If i 
 F 
 
 '> = 
 ,., . ' I ' ", . I., ì, \, ' , 
1 1 .,i' 9 i. 
 - f--.: ::, 
 I à,'':;-;;' ;">\. ' '\ j ' II "I"t' ( 
'" 
. I ,. - 
 ""1!JI:' "" 
 ,,- I' , \ 

 . I i' 1\ . '

. C '< -',' -f' 
 -;-:
-,-.'Ì:
 
 f ' 1"" ø {
1 'l , " 
l! ", 1 I ,<! .i" 
'< 
" 
..Lc'= ),;
 "' 3Ì ' ' . ! r, L
 f. 
( 
 ' 
 <_ 1 ,....
' -' _ "= A ,j 
.\.
 " 
;.' I'. . . -'
!"-', : 
"i: 
t;;.
' "
 
.",,.. 
 1.1 
f ' " I \ 'þ 
-, ., 

, 


... '. ,,*' 'If. 

!"il i 
 \ . ?- 1-. - 
 "Ti'l ,." '- . -'
 ì :
" % - ". II 
 /II. r: ,\ 
'I." I 
r,.' o/
 ..... . ' - "" "'1 I 
It ( " -'i - ;., 
 I" :- . -" .
 F ...." ,. \hA'" \ n l ' 
l) ,'__<
ct ( II'?'':': \
 ,I, .
 ( '\." -."..'\,;z
. 
j
 ,,' I' 

j' 
, , j (,' 
I' 1I.t; -. -"'-'- . '-- \_
:\.
 ' 11 1 
" j' 1" . J :i{

 
 
 ?

':
 
 ' ..: ,, ' , 
 ;.. , '1' 1 ,1 I" 
" ..... --? - .. ". I .... li ' ,
 
I " 1!i' <J. ",:"-'-Ì'f' ; W. .,....1 ,. t', , ' " I " 
. i1f' l! 1 .'." ,If,.. j ...
 ,'"'' I 
;',-I'
 ;;.t', I... _'
 I \<:.t
-,' <., 
 
..,. , .! - "'. '

l
 \ ',." :II .1 
, ,f '6

d'-'. I
' ..... "". '!I I 

::--.. . I 
 
f. '"t": 
 I p\ 
 . . - > ",' 'of' ' 
!:o$' ': 
" :' 
v; , ! \.= .
 t '- . -'
 :,
 



, .' 
1 1 \\
\' 
 f 1 [, 
, ll'" I' ,I" !!;'.. .", 
 --...1 \"0 J'i!.'. 
 
'f '
J
'
 J 
' 
 . ,. rJ:: '1
 ,1'1 
, .... : 
 . - -- '= 
 
 
1 {, ,(" 'p 
,
t{' , ..,-,,
,,- :-f,' :
.

\.,,,f/I'J
 {' - ,<1:) 
l í ' 1111 1 
l:i' 

. 1 J-<\ 
r:7.&:1 1 - ti 
 ,'1 \ ' <-i':" 
 " ,I ' 
, 
.. 

\ j '/

' r' \ ' <
Î I '; 
 -: ;;!,f, / {k> ,.I' t

{'U:':


. : 
 . A;, \ ' 11I 1 ' 1 ' 1 ; 
,I -, :.' ,v" I ,. 
 '
.d: +:-.-: ;
t "fJ', , " ' II 
P, '"C,..' /'" . "';; 
 r/'
;'
 
 fI'i . -\l i'l , .. , ',!,'[ II., 
II I .". II ' ' ... 1- - "\\f-' ! 1 I I 'I ' 
. 
 j,., . J::d' .\
 .' 
 ;, /
 T t' ,\ (,,," " ':' 
"j ....,.' 'r
i 
 '
'-.
 ': :\' tt\'
 :' 
'-:f 
'( 'l" : J '1. \ " \::) I,t I '1\ 
t\! 
)\ \.., : ..
 ...
..... ' . '-=}.( '
 .1
 ;-;':' -
 
 'fJ - .
:: ,) , I, 
 ' I\'!). 

 
 -'
 
 
 'J'" ...'\\,-I
 :I
 
.. j 
I"
' f'! '. '
 " 1 ' 
 
"-<;.::f\":-" '- :j '\.10).... >" 
, 
,;, ,'j; , , \ 

, 
:;:-:, 
. . 

<' ", , J # . (< . 
 
 '7:""':' Ii' 
 '/;, 1;1 III/I 
..' 1"'0:
,>'-". ""

i','" "'
';

i'<i;.,'\
 'r
' 
_t ",1\1'"". 

I" 
, ...'" ,I, . \..,\., , .'" -.f', :. ,:... 
 " . 
;
 
11 J ':í/1/ 
· t 
\i,' - 

' l'i,
.... :" 
 '
:f? -.. 'l 'V' JJ ' ( '
, 
I"" '1. ;i t\, I':' .,..., 
'

: '2

.,' 
' 
 11.'1 ,I) "I;: 
,i t \\:,i' 
 f :\I"' t\ '("'
 
 ,'
" ð 1 
 \
 fl 

4Jf; 
 
, 
 \,r' "" /': 
 
I \ ! . ," 
 \ '. 1-<'. " It, 
I' j, 0' \.
" , , " 
 
' I 
t 1 ' \ ' \j:i".. 

 ." '.
" '
.;1. \:
' ,,'
\\' J I.. if' 
, \ 
 'J 
 
. . ''!.'' 
 r \
\ ":l'.. ') 
 
,,' ! j 
. (....1 1 
 {.,.; f /- ./
 1 , \i t ..!j 
JI :':' 
 ' 'ri
 . '- ^' 
 '


 . ,
'i; ", '/
.t j " 4 .'" ; \' .tiJ.!" 
" j e'l'I' '"--' , ':' it' ,,'" ',I'" "'iflf/: 
I II ' \: <;-:t 
 
 - -, J' t " T4t 
' I \ 'I' . I,
 
 
1'>' 
 .
: I' -:.- " ' '/ 
 


 ;/ l 
 l"ïi,
\ I 
j j ' ' ì " 7;' ' ;1""'; I : ' , 
':
;i. . :;' :'
'f' J 
\
:.
, j,
 \ I
:" \ ' {,jlr"' 
 '" ::
,'
 , Ii "" '
 
" ' \ ".' i '.1-' 
 " \ 
: ,:1.: - 
 : : ' 1 1!J1 1 
1 1 ' I' ' II . I.', I,'; , ' 
\I"

 " I'': \\'\ 
 ..f" -' :: ,,11I1' 'l! 

; ., I'J f 1'\:' 
.'


A." I :,.1 1/\ I'. ' ' ',
 MJ ,;' 


12 5 



 
" 
..<:: 
U 
.. 

 
.. 
.<I 
..<:: 
:; 
U 
,;j 


,;; 
.. 



 
o 
p., 



 

 



 - 

 : 
'" .. 

- 8. 
.sl! 

:.J 
:t; ,
 
r: 

-; 
.
 
 
:0..::;; 
& û5 

 - 
f:o
 
" .. 
iI> ... 
.:d 

 " 

 .ã 
Et::> 

Ji 
f-< 

ro 
On ... 
CiI .. 
..J .
 
a 
 
..... 
E-.4'õ 
n 
 
;:> 
 
:-'u 

] 
,... .. 

 
 

 g 
:z::I: 
E-< ë 
ß Ë 
.
 
E-4] 
rfJp., 
::gJi 
of-< 

 .. 
1<0 .. 
..<:: 
. u 
:I: 
 

ð 

 -
 

ð 
Q .. 
If;:IrfJ 
,;; 



 
" 
o 
..<:: 
,;, 
"" 
'ij 

 

 


..- 



 

 


,; 



126 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[The Tolbooth. 


i.e., the Tolbooth; others were held there in 1449 and thrusting them into Alexander Guthrie's 
and 1459. In the latter the Scottish word writing booth, left them there under a guard. 
"Tolbooth," meaning a tax-house, occurs for the The rest marched to the cross, broke the gibbet 
first time; "Hence," says \Vilson, "a much older, to pieces, and beating in the doors of the Tol- 
and probably larger erection must therefore have booth with sledge-hammers, under the eyes of 
-existed on the site of the western portion of the the magistrates, who were warded close by, 
Tolbooth, the ruinous state of which led to the they brought forth the prisoner, whom they con- 
royal command for its demolition in 1561-not veyed in triumph down the street to the Nether- 
a century after the date we are disposed to bow Port. Finding the latter closed, they passed 
assign to the oldest portion of the building that up the street again. By this time the magistrates 
remained till 1817, and which, though decayed and had taken shelter in the Tolbooth, from whence 
time-worn, was so far from being ruinous even then, one of them fired a pistol and wounded one of the 
'that it proved a work of great labour to demolish mob. "That being done," says the Diurnal of 
its solid masonry." In the" Diurnal of Occurrents," Occurrents," there was naethÙzg but tak and slay I 
it is recorded that in 1571 "the tour of the auld that is, the one part shooting forth and casting 
Tolbzt)'th was tane doun." stones, the other part shooting hagbuts in again, and 
The ornamental north gable of the Tolbooth was sae the craftsmen's servants held them (conducted 
never seen without a human head stuck thereon in themselves) continually frae three hours afternoon, 
"the good old times." In 1581 "the prick on the while (till) aucht at even, and never ane man of the 
highest stone" bore the head of the Regent toun steirit to defend their provost and bailies." 
1\1orton, in 1650 the head of the gallant 1\1ontrose, The former, who was Thomas MacCalzean, of 
till eleven years subsequently it was replaced by that Clifton Hall, contrived to open a communication 
of his enemy Argyle. with the constable of the Castle, who came with 
In 156 I the Tolbooth figures in one of those an armed party to act as umpire; and through that 
tulzies or rows so common in the Edinburgh of officer it was arranged "that the provost and 
those days; but in this particular instance we see a bailies should discharge all manner of actions 
distinct foreshadowing of the Porteous mob of the whilk they had against the said crafts-childer in 
eighteenth century, by the magistrates forbidding a ony time bygone;" and this being done and pro- 
" Robin Hood." This was the darling 1\1ay game claimed, the armed trades peacefully disbanded, 
-of Scotland as well as England, and, under the and the magistrates were pern1Ítted to leave the 
pretence of frolic, gave an unusual degree of licence; Tolbooth. 
but the Scottish Calvinistic clergy, with John Knox In 1579 the sixth Parliament of James VI. met 
.at their head, and backed by the authority of the there. The Estates rode through the streets; 
,magistrates of Edinburgh, who had of late been "the crown was borne before his Majesty by 
chosen exclusively from that party, found it impos- Archibald Earl of Angus, the sceptre by Colin 
sible to control the rage of the populace when Earl of Argyle, Chancellor, and the sword of 
deprived of the privilege of having a Robin Hood, honour, by Robert Earl of Lennox." l\Ioyses adds, 
with the Abbot of Unreason and the Queen of the when the Parliament was dissolved, twelve days 
l\Iay. Thus it came to pass, that in May, 1561, after, the king again rode thither in state. In 
when a man in Edinburgh was chosen as "Robin I 581 Morton was tried and convicted in the hall 
Hood and Lord of Inobedience," most probably for the murder of Darnley; the King's Advocate 
because he was a frolicsome, witty, and popular on that occasion was Robert Crichton of Elliock, 
fellow, and passed through the city with a great father of the" Admirable Crichton." 
number of followers, noisily, and armed, with a Calderwood records some curious instances of 
banner displayed, to the Castle Hill, the magistrates the king's imbecility among his fierce and turbulent 
caught one of his companions, "a cordiner's ser- courtiers. On January 7th, 1590, when he was 
vant," named James Gillon, whom they condemned coming down the High Street from the Tolbooth, 
to be hanged on the 21st of July. where he had been administering justice, two of 
On that day, as he was to be conveyed to the tis attendants, Lodovick Duke of Lennox (heredi- 
gibbet, it was set up with the ladder against it tary High Admiral and Great Chamberlain), and" 
in the usual fashion, when the craftsmen rushed Alexander Lord Home, meeting the Laird of 
into the streets, clad in their armour, with Logie, with whom they had a quarrel, though he 
spears, axes, and hand-guns. They seized the was valet of the royal chamber, attacked him 
Provost by main Force of arms, together with sword in hand, to the alarm of James, who retired 
lwo Bailics, David Symmer and Adam Fullarton, I into an adjacent close; and six days after, when he 
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was sitting in the Tolbooth hearing the case of the 
Laird of Craigmillar, who was suing a divorce 
against his wife, the Earl of Bothwell forcibly 
dragged out one of the most important witnesses, 
and carrying him to his castle of Crichton, eleven 
miles distant, threatened to hang him if he uttered 
a word. 
On the charge of being a " Papist," among many 
other prisoners in the Tolbooth in 162S, was the 
Countess of Abercorn, where her health became 
broken by confinement, and the misery of a 
prison which, if it was loathsome in the reign of 
George III" must have been something terrible in 
the days of Charles I. In 1621 she obtained a 
licence to go to the baths of Bristol, but failing 
to leave the city, was lodged for six months in the 
Canongate gaol. After she had been under restraint 
in various places for three years, she was permitted 
to remain in the earl's house at Paisley, in March 
1631, on condition that she" reset no Jesuits," 
and to return if required under a penalty of 5,000 
merks. 
Taken stria/till, the records of the Tolbooth 
contain volumes of entries made in the following 
brief fashion :- 
"1662, June lo.-John Kincaid put in ward 
by warrant of the Lords of the Privy Council, for 
'pricking of persons suspected of witchcraft 111l- 
-;t1arrall/ably.' Liberated on finding caution not to 
do so again. 
"- June lo.-Robert Binning for falsehood; 
hanged with the false papers about his neck. 
"- Aug. 13.-Robert Reid for murder. His 
head struck from his body at the mercat cross. 
"- Dee. 4.- James Ridpath, tinker; to be qhu- 
pitt from Castle-hill to N etherbow, burned on the 
cheek with the Toun's common mark, and banished 
the kingdom, for the crime of double adultery. 
" 1663, March 13.-Alexander Kennedy j hanged 
for raising false bonds and writts. 
"- March 2 I.-Aucht Qwakers; liberated, certi- 
f} ing if again troubling the place, the next prison 
shall be the Correction House. 
"- July S.-Katherine Reid; hanged for 
theft. 
"- July S.-Sir Archibald Johnston of Warri- 
ston; treason. Hanged, his head cut off and placed 
on the N etherbow. 
"- July IS.-Bessie Brebner; hanged for 
murder. 
"- Aug. 25.-The Provost of Kirkcudbright; 
banished for keeping his house during a tumult. 
"- Oct. 5.-William Dodds; beheaded for 
murder." 
And so on in grim monotony, till we come to 


I2ï 


the last five entries in the old record, which IS 
quite incomplete. 
"[72S, Oct. 25.-John Gibson j forging a 
declaration, I Sth January, 1727. His lug nailed 
to the Tron, and dismissed. 
"J751, March IS.-Helen Torrance and Jean 
Waldie were executed this day, for stealing a child, 
eight or nine years of age, and selling its body to 
the surgeons for dissection. Alive on Tuesday when 
carried oft: and dead on Friday, with an incision in, 
the belly, but sewn up again. 
" [756, May 4.-Sir William Dalrymple of Cous- 
land; for shooting at Capt. Hen. Dalrymple of 
Fordell, with a pistol at the Cross of Edinburgh. 
Liberated on 14th May, on bail for 6,000 merks, 
to answer any complaint. 
" 1752, Jan. lo.-Norman Ross; hanged and 
hung in chains between Leith and Edinburgh, for 
assassinatin
 Lady Bailie, sister to Home of 
Wedderburn. 
"1757, Feb. 4,-James Rose, Excise Officer at 
Muthill; banished to America for forging receipts 
for arrears." 
It was a peculiarity of the Tolbooth, that through 
clanship, or some other influence, nearly ever} 
criminal of rank confined in it achieved an escape. 
Robert fourth Lord Burleigh, a half insane peer, 
who was one of the commissioners for executing 
the office of Lord Register in 16S9, and who 
married a daughter of the Earl of Melville about 
the time of the Union, assassinated a schoolmaster 
who had married a girl to whom he had paid im- 
proper addresses, was committed to the Tolbooth, 
and sentenced to death j and of his first attempt 
to escape the following story is told. He was 
carried out of the prison in a large trunk, to be 
conveyed to Leith, on the back of a powerful 
porter, who was to put him on board a vessel 
about to sail for the Continent. It chanced that 
when slinging the trunk on his back, the porter 
did so with Lord Burleigh's head d01i1n11lost, thus 
it had to sustain the weight of his whole body. 
The posture was agony, the way long and rough, 
but life was dear. Unconscious of his actual 
burden, the porter reached the N etherbow Port, 
where an acquaintance asked him "whither he 
was going?" "To Leith," was the reply. " Is the 
work good enough to afford a glass before going 
farther?" was the next question. The porter said 
it was; and tossed down the trunk with such 
violence that it elicited a scream from Lord Bur- 
leigh, who instantly fainted. 
Scared and astounded, the porter wrenched open 
the trunk, when its luckless inmate was found 
cramped, doubled-up, and senseless. A crowd 
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collected; the City Guard came promptiy on the 
spot, and when the prisoner recovered from his 
swoon he was safe in his old quarters, which did 
not hold him long, however, as it would appear 
from the old folio of Douglas Peerage that he 
escaped in his sister's clothes. Yet as Lord Bur- 
leigh died in J 7 13, Douglas in this matter seems 
to confound him with his son, the :\Iaster. 
Of all the thousands who must have been prisoners 
there, recorded and unrecorded, on every conceiv- 
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The malt-tax, the dismissal of the Duke of Rox- 
burgh from his office as Scottish Secretary of State, 
and the imposition of an intolerable taxation, the first 
result of the Union, and the endeavours of the re- 
venue officers to repress smuggling, all embittered 
the blood of the people. The latter officials were 
either all Englishmen, "or Scotsmen, chosen, as 
was alleged, on account of their treachery to Scot- 
tish interests, and received but little support even 
from local authorities. If in their occasional 
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INTERIOR OF THE SIGNET LIBRARY. (From.. View þu6/islud in 18'9.) 


able charge, the stories of none have created more 
excitement than those of Captain Porteous, of 
Katherine Nairne, and another prisoner named 
Hay; and singular to say, the names of none of 
them appear in the mutilated record just quoted. 
Porteous has been called the real hero of the 
Tolbooth. "The' mob that thundered at its 
ancient portals on the eventful night of the 7th of 
September, J 736, and dashed through its blazing 
embers to drag forth the victim of their indignant 
revenge, has cast into shade all fonner acts of 
Lynch La'w, for which the Edinburgh populace 
were once so notorious." But the real secret and 
mainspring of the whole tragedy was jealousy of 
the treåtment of Scotland by the ministry in 
Londoru 


collisions with smugglers they shed blood, tlley 
were at once prosecuted, and an outcry was raised 
that Englishmen should not be allowed to slaughter 
Scotsmen with impunity." At length these quarrels 
led to and culminated in the Porteous mob. 
The seaport towns with which the coast of Fife 
is so thickly studded were at this time much 
infested by Scottish bands of daring smugglers, 
many of whom had been buccaneers in the Antilles 
and Gulf of Florida, and thus were constantly at 
war with the revenue officials. One of these contra- 
bandistas, named Wilson, in revenge for various 
seizures and fines, determined to rob the collector 
of Customs at Pittenweem, and in this, with the aid 
of a lad named Robertson and two others, he fully 
succeeded They were all apprehended, and tried j 
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Wilson and Robertson were sentenced to death, escape, which no one for a moment thought of 
without the slightest hope of a pardon. While the mamng. 
criminals were lying in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, The success of this daring achievement, though 
by the aid of two horse-stealers, who were confint:d it doubly sealed his own fate, removed a load of 
in a cell immediately above them, they succeedt:d remorse from the mind of Wilson, and excited so 
in cutting the iron stanchels of a window, singing much sympathy in his behalf, that it was currently 
psalms the while to drown all sound. One of rumoured an attempt would be made to rescue him 
the horse-stealers succeeded in getting through the at the place of execution. When the day for that 
aperture, and the came-the 14 th 
other might have (X). April, 173 6 - it 
escaped in the was found that the 
same way but for magistrates had 
the obstinacy of taken ample pre- 
Wilson, who in- cautions to enforce 
sisted on making the law. Around 
the next attempt. the scaffold was a 
Being a bulky man strong body of the 
he stuck fast be- City Guard, while 
tween the bars, the ...-- a detachment of 

 ""'-0. 
gu deman of the . 
 the Welsh Fusiliers 
.
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 $ under arms in the 
ter of Wilson the ,oJ.' 'U; 0:"'1 .,,"'" 
 principal street 
smuggler was not OJ.".:;,.,: -'1 'i- ,,;) i Vast multitudes 
without some no- t. ", .. 
 -:_ I . . I "', .f;)' \ hadassembled,but 
ble qualities, and \1" j their behaviour was 
he felt poignant '
r: -'Î.-- ""'
Á':i
' 1 subdued and or- 
regret for the sel- derly until the 
fish obstinacy by terrible sentence 
which he had pre- -.. 
 had been execu- 

::-- 
vented the escape ted, and the body 
of young Robert- of Wilson swung 
son; thus he from the lofty gib- 
formed the secret bet in the Grass. 
resolution of sav- market. Then a 
ing his comrade's RELICS FROM THE TOLDOOTH NOW IN THE SCOTTISH ANTIQUARIAN MUSEUM. yell of rage and 
life, at any risk I. Girdle; 2, Fetter-lock: 3. Padlock; 4. Staple; S. Iron Gaud. execration burst 
of his own. On from the people, 
the Sunday before the execution, according to the' who broke through all restraiut, and assailed the 
custom of the period, the criminals were taken to City Guard with e\'ery missile they could find. 
that part of St. Giles's named the Tolbooth kirk, to The body of Andrew Wilson was cut down, and 
hear the sermon preached for their especial benefit, an attempt made to carry it off. It was interred 
but under custody of four soldiers of the City at Pathhead, the burial register of which records 
Guard, armed \\ith their bayonets. On the dis- that "The corpse of Andrew Wilson, baker, son 
missal of the congregation, Wilson, who was an to Andrew Wilson, baker and inn-dweller in Dun- 
active and powerful man, suddenly seized two of nikier (Qui mort/tit Gallifocio Edillburgam), was 
the soldiers, one with each hand, a third with interred on the 15th April, 1736." An old denizen 
hIS teeth, and calIing to Robertson, " Run, of Path head declared that he saw Wilson's grave 
Geordie, run!" saw, with satisfaction, the latter opened, and could not but remark upon the size 
knock the fourth soldier down, and achieve an and texture of his bones- 
17 
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The magistrates fled for shelter to a house in a six weeks' reprieve, preparatory to granting a full 
the Grassmarket, and the mob carried all before pardon, was sent down. "The tidings that a re- 
it. Captain Porteous, the commander of the Guard, prieve had been obtained by Porteous createrl 
was an active officer, who had seen some service great indignation among the citizens of the capital; 
with the Scots Brigade in Holland; but he was a they regarded the royal intervention in his behalf 
harsh, proud man, of profligate character, who, it as a proof that the unjust English Government were 
has been alleged, rendered himself odious to the disposed to treat the slaughter of Scotsmen by a 
people by the severity with which he punished the military officer as a very venial offence, and a reso- 
excesses of the poor, compared with his leniency to lution was formed that Porteous should not escape 
the wealthy. His fierce pride was roused to boiling the punishment which his crime deserved." 
heat. He had resented the escape of Robertson On the night of the 7th September, according to 
as an imputation upon the City Guard; and also a carefully-arranged plan, a small party of citizens, 
resented, as an insult, the presence of the Welsh apparently of the lower class, preceded by a drum, 
Fusiliers in the city, where no drums were per- appeared in the sulJUrb called Portsburgh. At the 
mitted to be beaten save his own and those of sound of the drum the fast-swelling mob assembled 
the 25th or Edinburgh Regiment, and he was from all quarters; the West Port was seized, nailed, 
therefore well inclined to vent his wrath on Wilson, and barricaded Marching rapidly along the Cow- 
as the cause of all these affronts. It would seem that gate, with numbers increasing at every step, and all 
on the morning of the execution, he appeared, by more or less well-armed, they poured into the 
those who saw him, to be possessed by an evil spirit. High Street, and seized the Nether Bow Port, to 
It is alleged that he treated Wilson with brutal cut off all communication with the Welsh Fusiliers, 
severity before leaving the prison; and when the then quartered in the Canongate. While a strong 
riot began, after .the execution, and the City Guard band held this important post, the City Guardsmen 
was slowly returning up the steep West Bow, and were seized and disarmed in detail; their armoury 
facing about from time to time under showers of was captured, and all their muskets, bayonets, hal- 
missiles, which broke some Lones and dashed the Lerts, and Lochaber axes, distributed to the crowd, 
drums to pieces, it is said that he not only ordered which with cheers of triumph now assailed the 1'01- 
his soldiers to" level their pieces and be d-d!" booth, while strong bands held the street to the 
but snatched a musket from one and shot a ring- eastward and westward, to frighten all who might 
leader dead (Charles Husband, the man who cut come either from the Castle or Canongate. Thus 
down Wilson); then a ragged volley followed, and no one would dare convey a written order to the 
si... or seven more fell killed or wounded. officers commanding in these quarters from the 
An Edinburgh crowd never has been easily in- magistrates, and Colonel Moyle, of the 23 rd , very 
timidated; the blood of the people was fairly up properly declined to move upon the verbal message 
now, and they closed in upon the soldiers with of 1\1r. Lindsay, 1\1. P. for the city. 
louder imprecations and heavier volleys of stones. Meanwhile the din of sledge-hammers, bars, and 
A second time the Guard faced about and fired, axes, resounded on the ponderous outer gate of the 
filling the steep narrow street with smoke, and Tolhooth. Its vast strength deficd all efforts, till a 
producing the most fatal results; and as all who voice cried, U Try it with fire!" Tar-barrels and 
were killed or wounded belonged to the better other combustibles were brought; the red flames 
class of citiæns-some of whom were viewing the shot upward, and the gate was gradually reduced to 
tumult from their own windows-public indigna- cinders, and through these and smoke the moh 
tion Lecame irrepressible. Captain John Porteous rushed in with shouts of triumph. The keys of the 
was therefore brought to trial for murder, and cells were torn from the tremhling warder. The 
sentenced to die in the usual manner on the 8th of apartment in which Porteous was confined was 
September, 1736. His defence was that his men I searched in vain, as it seemed at first, till the 
fired without orders; that his own fusil when shown unhappy creature was found to have crept up the 
to the magistrates was clean; and that the fact of chimney. This he had done at the risk of suffoca- 
their issuing ball ammunition amounted" to no less tion, but his upward progress was stopped by an 

han an order to fire when it became necessary." iron grating, which is often placed across the vents 
GeorgeII. was then on the Continent, and Queen of such edifices for the sake of security, a:ld to 
Caroline, who acted as regent of a country of which this he clung by his fingers, with a tenacity 
she knew not even the language, took a more favour- bordering on despair, and the fear of a dreadful 
able view of the affair of Porteous than the Edin- death-a death in what form and at whose hands 
burgh moL had done, and from the Home Office he knew not. He was dragged down, and though 
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some proposed to slay him on the spot, was told 
by others to prepare for that 'death elsewhere 
which justice had awarded him; but amid all their 
fury, the rioters conducted themselves generally with 
grim and mature deliberation. Porteous was allowed 
to entrust his money and papers with a person who 
was in prison for debt, and one of the rioters kindly 
and humanely offered him the last consolation re- 
ligion can afford The dreadful procession, seen 
by thousands of eyes from the crowded windows, 
was then begun, and amid the gleam of links and 
torches, that tipped with fire the blades of hun- 
dreds of weapons, the crowd puured down the 
West Buw to the Grassmarket. So coolly and 
deliberately did they proceed, that when one of 
Porteous' slippers dropped from his foot, as he was 
borne sobbing and praying along, they halted, and 
replaced it. In the Bow the shop of a dealer in 
cordage (over whose door there hung a grotesque 
figure, still preserved) was broken open, a rope 
taken therefrom, and a guinea left in its stead, 
On reaching the place of execution, still marked 
by an arrangement of the stones, they were at a loss 
for a gibbet, till they discovered a dyer's pole in its 
immediate vicinity. They tied the rope round the 
neck of their victim, and slinging it over the cross- 
beam, swung him up, and speedily put an end to 
his sufferings and his life; then the roar of voices 
that swept over the vast place and re-echoed up the 
Castle rocks, announced that all was over! But 
ere this was achieved Porteous had been twice let 
down and strung up again, while many struck him 
with their Lochaber axes, and tried to cut off his 
ears. 
Among those who witnessed this scene, and never 
forgot it, was the learned Lord Monboddo, who had 
that morning come for the first time to Edinburgh. 
"When about retiring to rest (according to ' Kay's 
Portraits') his curiosity was excited by the' noise and 
tumult in the streets, and in place of going to bed, 
he slipped to the door, half-dressed, with a night- 
cap 011 his head. He speedily got entangled in 
the crowd of passers-by, and was hurried along with 
them to the Grassmarket, where he became an 
mvoluntary witness of the last act of the tragedy. 
This scene made so deep an impression on his 
lordship, that it not only deprived him of sleep for 
the remainder of the night, but induced him to 
think of leaving the city altogether, as a place unfit 
for a civilised being to live in. His lordship 
frequently related this incident in after life, and 
on these occasions described "ith much force the 
effect it had upon him." Lord Monboddo died 
In 1799. 
As soon as the rioters had satiated their ven- 


geance, they tossed away their weapons, and quietly 
dispersed; and when the morning of the 8th Sep- 
tember stole in nothing remained of the event but 
the fire-blackened cinders of the Tolbooth door, the 
muskets and Lochaber axes scattered in the streets, 
and the dead body of Porteous swinging in the 
breeze from the dyer's pole. According to the 
(..àledonian Mercury of 9th September, 1736, the 
body of Porteous was interred on the second day 
in the Greyfriars. The Government was exas- 
perated, and resolved to inflict summary vengeance 
on the city. Alexander Wilson, the Lord Provost, 
was arrested, but admitted to bail after three week:,' 
incarceration. A Bill was introduced into Parlia- 
ment materially affecting the city, but the clauses for 
the further imprisonment of the innocent Provost, 
abolishing the City Guard, and dismantling the 
gates, were left out when amended by the Com- 
mons, and in place of these a small fine of ;{;2,OOO 
in favour of Captain Porteous' widow was imposed 
upon Edinburgh. Thus terminated this extra- 
ordinary conspiracy, which to this day remains a 
mystery. Large rewards were offered in vain for 
the ringleaders, many of whom had been disguised 
as females. One of them is said to have been 
the Earl of Haddington, clad in his cook-maid's 
dress. The Act of Parliament enjoined the pro- 
clamation for the discovery of the rioters should be 
read from the parish pulpits on Sunday, but many 
clergymen refused to do so, and there was no power 
to compel them; and the people remembered with 
much bitterness that a certain Captain Lind, of the 
Town Guard, who had given evidence in Edinburgh 
tending to incriminate the magistrates, was rewarded 
by a commission in Lord Tyrawley's South British 
Fusiliers, now 7th Foot. 
The next prisoner in the Tolbooth who created 
an intensity of interest in the minds of contem- 
poraries was Katherine Nairn, the young and 
beautiful daughter of Sir Robert Nairn, Bart, a 
lady allied by blood and marriage to many families 
of the best position. Her crime was a double 
one-that of poisoning her husband, Ogilvie of 
Eastmilne, and of having an intrigue with his 
youngest brother Patrick, a lieutenant of the Old 
Gordon Highlanders, disbanded, as we elsewhere 
stated, in 1765. The victim, to whom she had 
been married in her nineteenth year, was a man 
of property, but far advanced in life, and her 
marriage appears to have been one of those unequal 
matches by which the happiness of a girl is sacri- 
ficed to worldly policy. On her arrival at Leith in 
an open boat in 1766, her whole bearing betrayed 
so much levity, and was so different from what 
was expected by a somewhat pitying crowd, tl1.1t a 
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.storm of just indignation was roused, and she was 
with some difficulty rescued from rough treatment 
by the authorities; but in her case, as in some 
others, the strong walls of the old Tolbooth proved 
incapable of retaining a culprit of courage and high 
position. The final passing of the fatal sentence 
had been delayed by the Lords on account of the 
lady's pregnancy. Mrs. Shields, the midwife who 
attended her accouchement (and who was a public 
practitioner in the city so lately as 1805), "had the 
address to achieve a jail delivery also." For three 
or four days previous to the concerted escape she 
pretended to be afflicted with a maddening tooth- 
ache, and went in and out of the Tolbooth with 
her head and face muffled in shawls and flannels, 
and groaning as if life were 
a burden to her. At length, 
when the warders and sen- 
tinels had become fully used 
to see her thus, Katherine 
Nairn came down one even- 
ing in her stead, with her 
head enveloped, with the 
usual groans, and holding 
her hands upon her face, as 
if in agony. The warder of 
the inner door, as she passed 
out, gave her a slap on the 
back, calling her a "howling 
old J ezebel," and adding a 
" hope that she would trouble 
him no more." 
In her confusion, and per- 
haps ignorance of the city, 
she knocked at the door of 
Lord Alva, in James's Court, 
mistaking his house for that of her father's agent. 
The footboy who opened the door had a candle 
in his hand, and having been in court during 
the time of her recent trial, immediately recognised 
her, and raised the hue and cry. She then fled 
down a neighbouring close, and achieved con- 
cealment for a time in the immediate vicinity of 
the Tolbooth, in a cellar about half-way down the 
old back stairs of the Parliament Close belonging 
to the house of her uncle, W. Nairn, advocate (after- 
wards Lord Dunsinane), from whence she was 
conducted to Dover in a post-chaise by one of that 
gentleman's clerks, who wa" kept in constant dread 
of discovery by the extreme frivolity of her conduct. 
From Dover, disguised in the uniform of an officer, 
she safely reached the Continent, and afterwards 
America, where she is said to have married agam, 
and died at an advanced age, with the faces of 
a numerous progcny around her bcd. 
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In the Tolbooth, in 1770, Mungo Campbell com- 
mitted suicide when under sentence of death for 
shooting the Earl of Eglinton. But his body was 
dragged through the streets by the mob, who threw 
it from the summit of Salisbury Craigs into the 
chasm known as the Cat Nick. 
In 1782 the Tolbooth was visited by the philan- 
thropist John Howard, and again, five years sub. 
sequently, when he expressed his horror of it, and 
hoped to have found a better one in its place;. and 
in 1783 there occurred one of the last remarkable 
escapes therefrom. James Hay, a lad of eighteen, 
son of a stabler in the Grassmarket, was a prisoner 
in November, under sentence of death for robbery, 
and a few days before that appointed for his exe- 
cution, the father visited the 
condemned cell, apparently 
to condole wIth his un- 
happy son. When night 
was closing in and visitors 
were conwelled to retire, old 
Hay invited the keeper of 
the inner rloor to partake of 
some liquor he had brought 
with him. He did so, and 
became rather tipsy about 
the time for finally locking 
the gates-ten o'clock. Hay 
expressed some regret to 
part just at a moment when 
they were beginning to enjoy 
their liquor, and proposed 
_ _. 
 -=- =-::. =- that his companion should 
" "q - - run out and procure a bottle 
of good rum from aneighbour- 
ing tavern. The turnkey con- 
sented, and staggered down the turnpike stair, ne- 
glecting to lock the inner door behind him. As 
had been concerted, young James Hay followed 
close behind him; but the outer warder closed the 
outer door when the panting prisoner was about to 
spring into the street! At that dread moment old 
Hay put his head to the great window of the hall, 
and gave the authoritative order then in use, 
"Turn your hand!" the usual drawling cry which 
hourly brought the outer warder to unlock the 
external gate. Mechanically the man obeyed; the 
young culprit sprang out, and while his father and 
the turnkey were jovially discussing the rum, he 
fled like a hunted hare down Beith's steep wynd, 
that lay opposite the Tolbooth, and, according to a 
preconcerted plan, scaled the walls of the Greyfri.lrs 
churchyard near the lower gate, a feat impossiLle 
to onc less agile; Lut so wdl had every stage of 
the business bcen arranged, that a large stonc had 
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OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[The Tolbooth. 


been thrown down to facilitate the act James 
Hay had been provided with a key that opened the 
long-unused gate of the gloomy-domed mausoleum 
of Sir George Mackenzie, a place still full of terror 
to boys, as it is supposed to be haunted by the 
blood-red spirit of the persecutor, and there he 
secreted himself, while the following advertisement 
appeared in the EdÙzburgn Advertiser of the 24th 
November, 1]83 :- 


.. ESCAPED FROM THE TOLBooTH OF EDINBURGH, 
" James Hay, indicted for highway robbery, aged about 18 
years, by trade a glazier, 5 feet IO 1nches high, slender 
made, pale complexion, long visage, brown hair cut short, 
pitted a little in the face with the small-pox, speaks slow 
with a ltaar in his tone, and has a mule on one of his cheeks. 
The magistrates offer a reward of 1'wmty Guimas to any 
peJ;son who will apprehend and secure the said James Hay, 
to be paid by the City Chamberlain, on the said James Hay 
being re-committed to the Tolbooth of this city." 


But James Hay had been a " Herioter," brought 
up in the famous hospital which adjoins the ancient 
and gloomy burying-ground; thus, he contrived to 
make known his circumstances to some of his boy- 
ish friends, and besought them to assist him in his 
distress, as it was impossible for his father to do 
so. A very clannish spirit animated "the Auld 
Herioters" of those days, and not to succour one 
of the community, however undeserving he might 
be of aid, would have been deemed by them as a 
crime of the foulest nature; thus, Hay's school- 
fellows supplied his wants from their own meals, 
conveying him food in his eerie lurking-place, by 
scaling the old smoke-blackened and ivied walls, at 
the risk of severe punishment, and of seeing sights 
"uncanny," for si
 weeks, till the hue and cry 
abated, when he ventured to leave the tomb in the 
night, and escaped abroad or to England, beyond 
reach of the law. 
"The principal entrance to the Tolbooth," to 
quote one familiar with the old edifice, "was at the 
bottom of the turret next the church. The gate- 
way was of good carved stonework, and occupied 
by a door of ponderous massiveness and strength, 
having, besides the lock, a flap padlock, which, 
however, was generally kept unlocked during the 
day. In front of the door there always paraded a 
private of the Town Guard, with his rusty-red 
clothes and Lochaber axe or musket. The door 
adjacent to the principal gateway was in the final 
days of the Tolbooth 'Michael Kettins' shoe-shop;" 
but had formerly been a thiefs hole. After further 
describing the tortuous access, the writer continues: 
" You then entered the hall, which being free to all 
prisoners save those in the east end, was usually 
fillcd with a crowd of shabby-looking but very 


merry loungers. A small rail here served as an 
additional security, no prisoner being pennitted to 
come within its pale. Here, also, a sentinel of the 
Town Guard was always walking with a bayonet or 
a ramrod in his hand. The hall being also the chapel 
of the gaol, contained an old pulpit of singular 
fashion-such a pulpit as one could have imagined 
Knox to have preached from, and which indeed 
he is traditionally said to have actually done. At 
the right hand side of the pulpit was a door, lead- 
ing up the large turnpike (stair) to the apartments 
occupied by the criminals, one of which was of 
plate-iron. The door was always shut, except 
when food was taken up to the prisoners. On the 
west end of the hall hung a board, whereon was 
inscribed the following emphatic lines :- 


, A prison is a house of care, 
A place where none can thrive; 
A touchstone true to try a friend. 
A grave for men alive. 
Sometimes a place of right, 
Sometimes a place of wrong, 
Sometimes a place for jades and thieves, 
And honest men among. ' 


The floor immediately above the hall was occupied 
by one room for felons, having a bar along part 
of the floor, to which condemned criminals were 
chained, and a square box of plate-iron in the centre 
was called 'the cage' which was said to have been 
constructed for the purpose of confining some extra- 
ordinary culprit who had broken half the jails in the 
kingdom. Above this room was another of the same 
size appropriated to felons." At the western end 
was the platform where public executions took place. 
Doomed to destruction, this gloomy and massive 
edifice, of many stirring memories, was swept away 
in 1817, and the materials of it were used for the 
construction of the great sewers and drains in the 
vicinity of Fettes Row, emphatically styled "the 
grave of the old Tolbooth." The arched doorway, 
door, and massive lock, Sir Walter Scott engrafted 
on a part of his mansion at Abbotsford ; and in 
1829 he found that "a tom-tit was pleased to 
build her nest within the lock of the Tolbooth- 
a strong temptation," he adds, in the edition of his 
works issued in the following year, "to have com- 
mitted a sonnet." 
The City Guard-house formed long a "pendide" 
-to use a Scottish term-of the old Tolbooth. 
Scott has described this edifice as "a long, low, 
ugly building, which, to a fanciful imagination, 
might have suggested the idea of a long black 
snail crawling up the middle of the High Street, 
and deforming its beautiful esplanade." It stood 
in front of the Black Turnpike, and during the 
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impartial rule of the Cromwellian period, formed laxed in discipline, that the Privy Council infonned 
the scene of many an act of stern discipline, when the magistrates that if they did not provide an 
drunkards were compelled to ride the wooden efficient guard to preserve order in the city, the 
horse, with muskets tied to their feet, and "a drink- regular troops of the Scottish amlY would be 
ing cup," as Nicoll names it, on their head. "The quartered in it 
chronicles of this place of petty durance, could Upon this threat forty armed men were raised as 
they now be recovered, would furnish many an a guard in 1679, and in consequence of an event 
amusing scrap of antiquated scandal, interspersed which occurred in 1682, this number was increased 
at r:ue intervals with the graver deeds of such to 108 men. The event referred to was a riot, 
disciplinarians as the Protector, or the famous sack caused by an attempt to carry off a number of 
of the Porteous mob. There such fair offenders as lads who had been placed in the Tolbooth for 
the witty and eccentric Miss l\Iackenzie, daughter trivial offences, to serve the Prince of Orange as 
of Lord Royston, found at times a night's lodging, soldiers. As they were being marched to Leith, 
when she and her maid sallied out as þreux chl"l'a- under escort, a crowd led by women attacked the 
tin's in search of adventures. Occasionally even latter. By order of Major Keith, commanding, the 
a grave judge or learned lawyer, surprised out of soldiers fired upon the people j seven men and two 
his official decorum by the temptation of a jovial women were shot, and twenty-two fell wounded. 
club, was astonished, on awaking, to find himself One of the women being with child, it was cut from 
within its impartial walls, among such strange bed- her and baptised in the street. The excitement of 
fellows as the chances of the night had offered this affair caused the augmentation of the guard, for 
to its vigilant guardians." A slated building of whose maintenance a regular tax was levied, while 
one storey in height, it consisted of four apart- Patrick Grahame, a younger son of Inchbraikie- 
ments. In the western end was the captain's room; the same officer whom Macaulay so persistently 
there was also a " Burghers' room," for special pri- confounds with Claverhouse-was appointed cap- 
soners j in the centre was a common hall; and at tain, with the concurrence of the Duke of York 
the east end was an apartment devoted to the and Albany. Their pay was 6d. daily, the drum- 
use of the Tron-men, or city sweeps. Under mers' IS., and the sergeants' IS. 6d. In 1685 
the captain's room was the black-hole, in which Patrick Grahame, " captain of His Majesty's 
coals and refractory prisoners were kept. In 1785 company of Foot, within the town of Edinburgh 
this unsightly edifice was razed to the ground, (the City Guard), was empowered to import 3 00 
and the soldiers of the Guard, after occupying the ells of English cloth of a scarlet colour, with 
. new Assembly Rooms, had their head-quarters wrappings and other necessaries, for the clothing 
finally assigned them on the ground floor of the of the corps, this being in regard that the manufac- 
old Tolbooth. tories are not able to furnish His Majesty's 
It is impossible to quit our memorials of the (Scottish) forces with cloth and other necessaries." 
latter without a special reference to the famous After the time of the Revolution the number ot 
old City Guard, \\ith which it was inseparably the corps was very fluctuating, and for a period, 
connected. after 1750, it consisted usually of only seventy-five 
In the alann caused by the defeat at Flodden, I men, a force most unequal to the duty to be done. 
all mále inhabitants of the city were required to I "The Lord Provost is commander of this useful 
be in arms and readiness, while twenty-four men corps," wrote Arnot, in 1779. "The men are pro- 
were selected as a permanent or standing watch, perly disciplined, and fire remarkably well. Within 
and in them originated the City Guard, which, I these two years some disorderly soldiers in one of 
however, was not completely constituted until the marching regiments, having conceived an um- 
r6-t8. when the Town Council appointed a body bragc at th
 Town Guard, attacked them. They 
of sixty men to be raised, whereof the captain were double in number to the party of the Town 
was, says Arnot, "to have the monthly pay of Guard, who, in the scuffle, severely wounded some 
L II 2S. 3d. sterling, two lieutenants of L 2 each, 1 of their assailants, and made the whole prisoners." 
two sergeants of L I 5s., three corporals of LI, I By day they were amled with muskets and bayonets; 
and the private men 15s. each per month." I at night with Lochaber axes. They were mostly 
No regular fund being provided to defray this Highlanden:, all old soldiers, many of whom had 
expense, after a time the old method of "watching served in the Scots brigades in Holland. In the 
and warding," every fourth citizen to be on duty in city they took precedence of all troops of the line. 
arms each night, was resumed j but those, he adds, At a monthly inspection of the corps in 1789 the 
on whom this service was incumbent, became so re- Lord Provost founù a solùier in the ranks who had 
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served since the Porteous mob, in 1736, on which 
he was discharged, with a pension for life. (EdÙl- 
bltrgh Ad'i'ertiser, No. 2619.) 
"On Tuesday (19th of May, 1789) the three 
companies of the City Guard were reviewed by the 
magistrates on the Calton Hill. The men now 
composing this corps have all been in the arnlY 
(except a few), and the captains having all served 
in the line last war, a remarkable improvement 
and dexterity were observed in their manæuvres 
and exactness of firing. The magistrates compli- 


[The Guard, 


Highland bard Duncan Macintyre, usually called 
DOllacha Bhan. This man, really an exquisite 
poet to those understanding his language, became 
the object of interest to many educated persons in 
Perthshire, his native county. The Earl of Dread- 
albane sent to let him know that he wished to 
befriend him, and was anxious to procure him 
some situation that might put him comparJ.tively 
at his ease. Poor Duncan returned his thanks, 
and asked his lordship to get him into the Edin- 
burgh Town Guard-pay 6d. a day!" Danacha 
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THE GUARD-HOUSE AND BLACK TURNPIKE. 


mented the commanding officer, and gave a hand- 
some donation to the men for their behaviour. 
The magistrates have ordered the night sentinels 
to be furnished with rattles, similar to those of the 
watchmen in London, in case of fire or riot, for 
the purpose of early assistance from the main 
guard." (Ibid.,1789.) All the officers wore bul- 
lion epaulettes and gilded gorgets. 
"The guard! the guard!" was the common 
street cry for succour. "A humble Highlander 
considered it as getting a berth when he was en- 
listed into the Edinburgh GuarrJ, Of this feeling," 
says Chambers, "we have a remarkable illustration 
in an anecdote which I was told regarding the 
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(From an EtcltmK by 7ame. Skene if Rubislaw.) 


Bhan died in 1812, in the 89th year of his age, 
and was laid in the Greyfriars' churchyard. When 
the old Guard paraded in the Parliament Close, on 
the day after the battle of Falkirk, more than 
one musket in the ranks was found to be foul, a 
significant sign that they had bf'en used against the 
red-coats the day before. Writing, in 1817, of 
these veterans, Scott says, "A spectre may, indeed. 
here and there be seen of an old grey-headed anù 
grey-bearded Highlander, with war-worn features, 
but bent double by age, dressed in an old-fashioned 
cocked hat, bound with white tape instead of silver 
lace, and in coat, waistcoat, and breeches of muddy 
coloured red, bearing in his withered hand an ancient 
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THE CITY GUARD-HUUSE. (AfterJ,:ay.) 


weapon called a Lochaber axe. Such a phantom ' and the modern police took its place. The last 
of former days still creeps, I have been informed, I duty performed by these old soldiers was to march 
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THREE CAPTAI:":S OF THE CITY GUARD. (After l.ny.> 
George Pitcairn, died '79' ; George Robertson, died '787: Robert Pillan., died 1788. 


round the statue of Charle
 II. in the Parliament I to Hallow Fair, on which occasion their drums 
Square, as if the im
ge of a Stu
rt were the last I and fifcs played slowly and sadly
 
n{ugt fur any mcmorlal of our anCient manners." .. The last time I earn' o'"r the muir." 
In that ycar the GU:lnl was fin:llly disbanded, Scott mentiuns this, but he little knew that two 
18 
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their ancestors and successors, were attached to 
most royal foundations, and they are mentioned in 
the chartulary of l\loray, about 1226. The number 
of these Bedt:smen was increased by one ever}' 
royal birthday, as a penny 
was added to the pension of 
each, an arrangement doubt- 
less devised to stimulate their 
prayers for the life of the 
reigning monarch. For many 
years previous to the destruc- 
tion of the Tolbooth the 
distribution of a roll of 
bread, a tankard of ale, a 
blue gown, and a curiously- 
made leathern purse, was 
transferred to the Canon- 
gate kirk aisle. With the 
usual parsimony of the Im- 
perial Government in most 
matters connected with Scot- 
land-matters of more im- 
pon than this-the badges, 
gowns, and pensions, have all 


[The H
de.men. 


survivors of the corps would make their last actual 
appearance in public at the laying of the foundation 
of his monument, on the Isth of August, 1840. 
The last captain of the Guard was James Burnet, 
whose only military ex- 
perience had been gained in 
the 1st Regiment of Edin- 
burgh Volunteers, and pre- 
vious to appointment he had 
been a grocer at the head 
of the Flesh-market Close. ,h \

 
He died at Seton, on the 
24th of August, 1814. 
One other memorial of 
the Tolbooth was that quar- 
ter of it which was named , , t 
.' " 
' 
"The Puir Folks' Purses," \:..1 r'
a 
on the north side. It derived 
its cognomen from being the 
place where the ancient fra- 
ternity of Blue G01lJ1lS, or 
King's Faithful Bedesmen, 
received the royal bounty pre- 
sented to them on each king's LOCHABFR A"ÜS OF THE CITY GUARD. 
(F,am tJz
 Sco/tisk A'ltiqlfaria'lll/useum.) 
birthday, in a leathern purse, been discontinued, ami the 
after having at!
nded service in S1. Giles's church. \ poor Bedesmen are now among the things that 
The origin of this fraternity is of great antiquity. were, willIe a precisely similar charity is retained to 
Bedesmen to pray for the souls of the Scottish kings, this day at Windsor. 
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TilE CIIURCH OF ST, GILES, 
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St Gites.s Cburch- The P:1.tt'on Sai.nt-Its Origi.n and carl)' Norman 
tyle--The Renovation of 18'29-Hi'i.tory of the StI'ucture-Proce'i.si.on or the 
Saint.s N.elics The j're,ton Relic-The Chapel of the Uuke of Albany- Funeral or the Regent Murray-The .. Cude Regent's Aisle '"- 
The AssemLly Ai,le-Dispute between James VI. and the Church Party-Departure of James VI.-Haddo's Hole-The Napier Tomb- 
The Spire and l.antern-Clock and ßells- The Krames- Restoration or 18 7 8 . 


THE church of St. Giles, or Sanctus Egidius, as lived with him on the fruits of the earth and the 
he is termed in Latin. was the first parochial one milk of a hind. As Flavius Wamba, King of the 
erected in the city, and its history can be satisfac- Goths, was one day hunting in the neighbourhood 
torily deduced from the early part of the I zth of Nismes, his hounds pursued her to the hermitage 
century. when it superseded, or was engrafted on of the saint, where she took refuge. This hind 
an edifice of much smaller siLC and older date, has been ever associated with St. Giles, and its 
one foundefl about 100 years after the death of figure is to this day the sinister supporter of the 
its patron saint. the abbot and confessor St. Giles, city arms. (" Cale.lonia," ii., p. 773.) St. Giles 
who was born in Athens, of noble-some say royal died in 721, on the 1st of SeptemLer, which was 
-parentage, and who, while young, sold his patri- always held as his festival in Edinburgh; and to some 
mony and left his native country, to the end that disciple of the Benedictine establishment in the 
he might serve God in retirement. In the year south of France we doubtless owe the dedication 
666 he arrived at Provence, in the south of France, of the parish church there. He owes his memory 
and chose a retreat near ArIes; but afterwards, in the English capital to Matilda of Scotland, 
desiring more perfect solitude, he withdrew into a queen of Henry I., who founderl there St. Giles's 
forest near Gardo, in the diocese of Nismes, having hospital for lepers in I I 17. Hence, the large parish 
with him only one companion, Yeredemus, who J which now lies in the heart of London took its nam
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from the Greek recluse; and the master and brethren ancient features and its ancient tombs were swept 
of that hospitJI used to present a bowl of ale to away. The first stone ("hurch was probably of 
every felon as he passed their gate to Newgate. ' Norman architecture. A beautiful Norman door. 
Among the places enumerated by Simon Dunel- way, which stood below the third window from the 
mensis, of Durham. as belonging to the see west, was wantonly destroyed towards the end of 
of Lindisfarn in 85-1, when Earnulph, who re- the eightt:emh century. "This fragment," says 
moved it to Chester-Ie-Street, was bishop, he in- Wilson, "sufficiently ena!Jles us to picture the 
cludes that of Edinhurgh. From this it must little parish church of St. Giles in the reign of 
be distinctly inferred that a church of some David L Built in the massive style of the early 
kind existed on the long slope that led to Dun Norman period, it would consist simply of a nave 
Edin, hut no authentic record of it occurs till the I and chancel, united by a rich Norman chancel 
reign of King Ale"\ander IL, when Baldred deacon I arch, altogether occupying only a portion of the 
of Lothian, and John perpetual vicar of the I centre of the present nave. Small circular-headed 
church of St. Giles at Edinburgh, attached their windows, decor.tted with zig-Lag mouldings, would 
se.tls to copies of certain Papal bulls and charters admit the light to its sombre interior; while its 
of the church of l\Iegginche, a dependency of the west front was in all I,robability surmounted by 
church of Holyrood; and (according to the Liber a simple belfry, from whence the bell would sum- 
Car/arum ,St.lnctae Crucls) on the Sunday before the mon the natives of the hamlet to matins and 
feast of St. Thomas, in the year 1293, Donoca, vespers, and with slow measured sounds toll their 
daughter of John, son of Herveus, resigned cert..1Ìn knell, as they were laid in the neighbouring church- 
lands to the monastery of Holyrood, in full consis-I yard. This ancient church was nez'tr m/inf;' de- 
tory, held in the church of St. Giles. In an Act molished. Its solid masonry was probably \-ery 
passed in 13 '9, in the reign of Robert I., the church partially affected by the ravages of the invading 
is again mentioned, when \\ïIli.lm the bishop of St. forces of Edward II. in 1322, when Holyrood was 
Andrews confirmed numerous gifts bestowed upon spoiled, or by those of his son in 1335, when 
the abbey and its dependencies. In 1359 King the whole country was wasted with fire anO sword. 
David IL, by a charter under his great seal, con- The town was again subjected to the like violence, 
firmed to the chapl.lin officiating at the altar of St. i probably with results little more lasting, by the 
Catherine in the church of St. Giles all the lands conflagration of 13 8 5, when tht: English army 
of Upper .!\[t:rchislon, the gift of Roger Hog, under Richard II. occupied the lown for five days, 
bUT<ó ess of Edinburgh. It is more than probable and then laid it and the abbey of Holyrood in 
that the first church on the site was of wood. St. ashes. The Norman architecture disappeared 
Paul's Cathedral, at London, was burned down in piecemeal, as chapels and aisles were added to 
9 6 [, and built up again within the year. Of what I the O . riginal fabric by the piety of private donors, 
must the materials have bCt:n? asks Maitland. or by the zeal of its own clergy to adapt it to 
Burned again in 1187, it was rebuilt on arches of the wants of the rising town. In all the changes 
stone-CO a wonderful work," say the authors of the I that it underwent for above seven centuries, the 
d.ty. original north door, with its beautifully recessed 
.\ portion of the church of St. Giles was arched Norman arches and grotesque decorations, always 
with stone in 1380, 
s would appear from a con- commanded the veneration of the innovators, and 
tract nott:d by Maitland, who has also preserved remained as a precious relic of the past, until the 
the terms of another contract, made in 1387, be- tasteless improvers of the eighteenth century de- 
tween the provost and community of Edinburgh molished it without a cause, and probably for no 
on one hand, awl two masons on the other, for the better reason than to evade the cost of its repair !" 
construction of five separate vaulted chapels along In the year 1462 great additions and repair;; 
the south side of the church, the architectural appear to have been in progress, for the Town 
features of which Drove its existence at a period Council then passed a law that all persons selling 
long before any of these dates, and when Edin- I corn before it was entered should forfeit one chal- 
burgh was merely a cluster of thatched huts. der to church work. In the year 1466 it was 
The edifice, as it now stands, is a building erected into a collegiate church by James IlL, 
including the work of many different and remote the foundation consisting (according to Keith and 
periods. By all men of taste and letters in Edin- others) of a provost, curate, si'\teell prebendaries, 
burgh it has been a general subject of regret that sacristan, beadle, minister of the choir, and foUl 
the restoration in 1829 was conducted in a man- choristers. Varions sums of money, lands, tithes, 
ner so barbarous and irrt:vercnt, that many of its I &c., were appropriakd for the support of the Ut:W 
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church of his name 1Il the Scuttish quarkI' ot 
Druges, and on the 1st of September is yearly 
bùrne through the streets, preceded by all the 
drums in the garrison. 
To this hour the arms of PrC'iton still remain in 
the roof of the aisle, as executed by the engage- 
ment in the charter quoted; and the Pres tons 
continued annually to exercise their right of bear- 
ing the ann of the patron sdint of the city until 
the eventful year I SS8, when the clergy issued 
forth for the last time in solemn procession on 
the day of his feast, the ISt 
Septt:mLer, bearing with them 
a statue of St. Ciles-" a mar- 
muusd idol," Knox calls it- 
borrowed from the Grey Friars, 
bl'cause the great image of the 
saint, which was as large as life, 
had bt'en stolen from its place, 
and after being "drouned" in 
the North Loch as an encou- 
r.lger of idolatry, was burned 
as a heretic by some earnest 
Reformers. Unly two years 
before this event the ] )ean of 
Guild had paid 6s. for paint- 
ing the image, and 12d. for 
polishing the silver arm contain. 
ing the rdic. To give dignity 
to this last procession the 
queen regent attended it in 
person; but the moment she 
left it the spirit of the mob 
broke forth. Some pressed close 
to the image, as if to join in 
its support, while endeavouring 
to shake it down; but this 
proved impossible, so firmly was 
SEAL OF ST.GILE5. t (Afler H
'ry La;"g), it secured to its supporters; and 
the struggle, rivalry, and triumph 
of the mob were dehghtful to Knox, who de- 
scribed the event with the inevitable glt:e in which 
he indulged on such occasions. 
Only four years after all this the saint's sih'er- 
work, ring and jewels, and all the rich vestments 
wherewith his image and his arm-bone were wont 
to be decorated on high festivals, were solll by 
the authority of the magistrates, and the proceeds 
empluyed in the rcp.lir of the church. 


establishment, and Maitland gives us a roll of the 
forty chaplaincies and altarages therein. 
An Act of Council dated twelve years before 
this event commemorates the gratitude of the 
citizens to one who had brought from France a 
relic of S1. Giles, and, modernised, it runs thus;- 
" Be it kenned to all men by these present letters, 
we, the provost, bailies, counselle and commu- 
nitie of the burgh of Edynburgh, to be bound 
and obliged to William Prestoune of Gourton, son 
and heir to somewhile William Prestoune of Gour- 
ton, and to the friends and sir, 
name of them, that for so much 
th.1t William Prestoune the 
father, whom God assoile, made 
diligent lab:mr, by a high and 
mighty prince, the King of 
France (Charles VII.), and 
many other lords of France, for 
getting the arm-bone of St. Gile, 
the which bone he freely left to 
our mother kirk of S1. Gile of 
Edinburgh, without making any 
condition. We, considering the 
great labour and costs that he 
made forgetting thereof, promise 
that within six or seven years, 
in all the possible and goodly 
haste we may, that we shall 
build an aisle forth from our 
Ladye aisle, where the said. Wil- 
liam lies, the said aisle to be 
begnn within a year, in which 
aisle there shall be brass for his 
lair in bost (i.e.. for his grave in 
embossed) work, and above the 
brass a writ, specifying the 
bringing of that Rylik by him 
into Scotland, with his arms, and 
his arms to be put in hewn 
work, in three other parts of the aisle, with hook 
and chalice and all other furniture belonging 
thereto. Also, that we shall assign the chaplain 
of whilome Sir William of Prestoune, to sing at the 
altar from that time forth. I tem, that 
as often as the said Rylik is borne in the year, 
that the sirname and nearest of blood of the sait! 
William shall bear the said Rylik, before all 
others, .lCc. In witness of which things we have 
set to our common seal at Edinhurgh the I I th 
Ilay of the month of }.lI1uary, in the yedr of our 
Lord 1454,"'" 
The other arm of 51. Giles is preserved in the 
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t Under a canopy sllpport
.t L}' 
piral coillmnl\ì, a full It ngth figure of 
St. Gilt:<.; with the, imhus. holdin
 the cr07icr in hi.. right hand. ami in 
hi... Irft '1. LOflk and. a "'ranch. A kid, the u..u.i1 atlel1l1anl on St. Gi'c... 
I
 playfllll}' leaping up In his hantt. On lhe pedt:!òòtal is a ..hie1d bearmg 
Ihe C"t..tle triplc--Iowered. S. COl.lMlfNF C.I\PTI tiTI EGIDJI UFo EUINnll
(.II. 
(.Atþemle.1 to a ch 'rtl'1'''
 thi' PnJ7'(I.tt l HOa/to F"r!'cs I all.l CI",PI r 
"f Sf (,.,. 'S "í II.{' 111fI1lS' (lilt! .
,."lt"C III '/tJi'L'Þr of ,he JII(lJ,. istrtltl-3 (llld 
COIIIlIt/wily of) dillbllJF{h. A.D. 1496.) 
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THI> JojORMAN DOORWAY, ST. GILES'S, WHICH WAS DESTROYED TOWARDS THE END OF THE 
EIGHTf.ENI'H CENTURY. (From a Drawillgby Armour about 1799.) 
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In his "
ronarchie," finished in 1553, the pun- r The Lady aisle, where Preston's grave Jay and 
gent Sir David Lindesay of the Mount \Hites thus the altar stood, was part of what forms now the 
of the proccssionists :- sonth aisle of the chuir called the High Church, aIHI 
" Fy on )"U fostereri. of idolatrie! on that altar many of the earliest recordtd gifts 
That till ane ,( ;'1 sf{>
' does sik reverence \\ ere bestowed 
In presens of the pepill puhlicklie; I . . , , 
. , 
Feir ye nocht Corl, to commit sik offence, 1 he constant addlllOns made to St. Giles s 
I 
oulI'all you do yit.yvur 
ilig'e
ce, I church, from the exchequer of the city, or by con- 
ro gar suppresse ,,
 grelt ahuslOn; tributions of wealthy burgcsses cannot but be 
V0 Yt:' nucht sa, I clrclIl your rccnr.1JJt"n..,e,' ..'. 

all be nocht else, bot denc cunfuoion." reg.trded as a slIIgular tndcncc uf the great 
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dasticity which the n.ltion displayed in its endlt:ss naceus," in thl:: ll.trlcian Collt:ction m the British 
wars with EngI.lI1d, showing how the general and Museum:- 
local government vied with each other in the De terra Scotiæ _. , . , _ _ . , . , , _ _ _ . /:3,947 19 8 
erection of ornate ecclesi.Istical edifices, the mo- "Hiberniæ . , , , . , .. . . ' . . . 1,647 16 3 
,.,lent the invaders-few ot whom e\.er equalled "Angliæ et Walli.e ,..... 20,872 2 44 
Edward III. in wanton ferocity-had re-crossed Thus we see that the Scottish Church paid more 
the Tweed. Among these we may specially I than double what was paid by Ireland, and a fifth 
mention the chapel of Robert Duke of Albany, of the amount that was paid by England. 
n
w the most beautiful a
d interesting, portion of I The transepts of S1. Giles, as they existed before 
this sadly defaced and misused old edifice. The I the so-callt:d repairs of 1829, aftorded distinct 
ornan
ental s
u
ptures of this portion. are o.f a evidence of the gradual progress of the edifice. 
pecuharly stnkmg character - heraldic devices Beyond the Preston aisle the mof diftered from 
forming the most prominent features on the capital, the older portion, exhibiting undoubted evi"ence 
of the great clustered piIlar. On the south side I of being the work of a subsequent time; amI frum 
are the arms of Robert Duke of Albany, son of King I its associations with the eminent men of other 
Robert II., and on the north are those of Archi- days it is perhaps the most interesting portion of 
bald fourth Earl of Douglas, Duke of Touraine the whole fab
;c. Here it was that Walter Chap- 
and Marshal of France, who was slain at the battle man, of Ewirlanl, a burgess of Edinburgh, famous 
of Verneuil by the English. In 1401 David Duke as the introducer of the printing-press into Scotland, 
of Rothesay, the luckless son of Robert II., was and who was nobly patronised by the heroic king 
made a prisoner by his uncle, the designing Duke I who fell at Flodden, founded and endowed a 
of Albany, with the full consent of the aged king' chaplaincy at the altar of S1. J olm the Evangelist, 
his father, who had grown weary of the daily com- "in honour of God, the Blesscd Virgin Mary, S1. 
plaints that were made against the prince. In the John the Apostle and Evangelist, and a1l the 
"Fair Maid of Perth," Scott has depicted with saints, for the healthful estate and prosperity of 
thrilling effect the actual death of David, by the the most excellent lord the .King of Scotland, and 
slow process of starvation, notwithstanding the of his most serene consort Margaret Queen uf 
intervention of a maiden and nurse, who met a Scotland, and of their children; .Ind also for the 
very different fate from that he assigns to them in health of my soul, and of Agnes Cock burne, my 
the novel, while in his history he expresses a doubt present wife, and of the soul of Mariot Kerkeuill, 
whether they ever supplied the wants of the prince my former spouse," &c. 
in any way. According to the" Black Book" of "This charter," says a historian, "is dated 1St 
Scone, the Earl of Douglas was with Albany when August, IS 13, an era of peculiar intt:rest. Scot- 
the prince \\'.lS trepanned to Falkland, and having land was then rejoicing in all the prospt:rity and 
probably been exasperated against the latter, who happiness consequent on the wise and beneficent 
was his own brother-in-law (having married his reign of James IV. Learning was visited with the 
sister Marjorie DougIa5), for his licentious course highest favour of the Court, and literature was 
of life, must have joined in the projected assassi- rapidly extending its influence under the zealous 
nation. .. Such are the two Scottish nobles whose co-operation of Dunbar, Douglas, Kennedy, and 
armorial bearings still grace the capital of the pillar others, with the royal master-print::r. Only one 
in the old chapel. It is the only other case in I month thereafter Scotland lay at the mercy of her 
which they are found acting in concert besides the southern rival. Her king was slain; the dlief of 
dark deed already referred to; and it seems no I her nobles and warriors had perished on Flodden 
unreasonable inft:rence to draw from such a coin-I Field, and adversity and ignorance again replaced 
cidenre, that this chapel had been founded and I the ad,'antages that had foIlowai in the train of 
endowed by them as an expiatory offering for that the gallant James's rule. Thenceforth, the altars 
deed of blood, and its chaplain probab1y appointed: of St. Gi1es received few and rare additions to 
to say masses for their victim's soul" (Wilson). I their endowments." 
The comparative wealth of the Scottish Church From t'"le preface to "Golosras and Gawane," 
in those days and for long after was considerable, we learn that in J 528 'Valter Chapl11an the printt:r 
and an idea mav be formed of it from the amount founded a chaplaincy at the altar of Jesus Chri
t, 
of the tenth of the benefices paid by the three I in S1. Giles, and endowed it with a tenement in the 
countries as a tax to Rome, and in the Acts of Par- Cowgate; and there is good reason for bdie\ il.g 
liament of James III. in 147 J, and of James IV. in that the pious old printer lies burier1 in the south 
Q93. The account is from a .. Cudex Mcmbra- tr.lI1sept of the chuich, close by the spot where 



the Regent Murray, the Regent Morton, and his ' of Sanctgeill, in this manner; that is to say, 
great rival, John Stewart Earl of Athole, are buried; William Kirkaldie of Grange, Knycht, raid fra the 
and adjoining the aisle where the sorely mangled said palace in dule weid, bearing ane pensal! 
remains of the great Marquis of Montrose were quherin was contenit ane Reid Lyon; after him 
so royally interred on the 7th of January, 1661. I followit Coh,ill of Cleishe, Maister (of the) Hous- 
The Regent's tomb, now fully restored, stands hold to the said Regent, with ane quherin was 
on the west side of the south transept, and on contenit my lords regentis armes and bage." The 
many accounts is an object of peculiar interest. I Earls of 1\1ar, Athole, Glencairn, the Lords 
Erected to the memory of one who played so con- Ruthven, l\1ethven, and Lindsay, the Master of 
spicuous a part in one of the most momentous Graham, and many other nobles, bore the body 
periods of Scottish history, it is well calculated to through the church to the grave, where it "was 
rOllse many a stirring asso- bury it in Sanct Anthonie's 
ciation. All readers of yle." On the front of the 
hi.>tor y know how the Re- ' 1
 .J:ì:: I restored tomb is the an- 
II . . 
 
gent fell under the bullet i ... cient brass plate, bearing 
of Eothwellhaugh, at Lin- ( "I,
 an inscription composed 
lithgow, in aven g ing the ( by George Buchanan :- 

 . 
wrongs inflicted on his ,I .. hlcobo S/ovar/o, Jlf01a?'1æ Co- 
t 
wife,. the heiress of "'oon- mi/i, Sco/ill' Pror,gi; 
houselee. As the "Cadyow. l' I 
íro, Æ/l
tj
 S:":' 'ong
 oþt,. 
Ballad" has it- \', 4 , _
 mo: ab mWI/ClS, .. 
) 
 J{ 0'111ltS IJlemOl'llC de/err/nils, 
.JC 
\ 1 . illsj,{iis cxt, ncto, 
\' · Cev ." dri comnlz'ni, P I/fria 
. , " . 
 _ ' , L r 
\ mornls posui/. " 
J 'II ,",];,1", 
rY, ' r5o:' 


.. From the raised vizor's shad
, 
his eye, 
Dark rolling, glanced the 
ranks alon
 ; 
And his steel truncheon waved 
on high, 
Seemed ß1arsha1ling the iron 
throng. 
.. nut yet his sa,ldcned brow 
confessed, 
A passing shade of doubt 
and awe; 
Some fiend was whispering in 
his Lrea_t, 
Beware of injured Bothwellhaugh ! 
.. The death-shot parts-the char
er springs- 
'Vild rises lumult'._ startling roar! 
And Murray's plumy helmet rings- 
Rings on the ground to rise no more! " 


St. Giles's Church.) 


.. ':\Iid pennoned spears a stately 
grove, 
Proud 
Iurray's plumage 
floated high; 
Scarce could his trampling 
charger move, 
So close the minions crow- 
ded nigh. 
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Opposite, on the north side 
of the west transept, was 
the tomb in which the E3rl 
of Athole, Chancellor of 
Scotland, who died sud- 
...
 denly at Stirling, not with- 
out suspicion of poison, 
was interred with great 
solemnity on the 4th of 
July, 1579- A cross was 
used on this occasion, and 
as flambeaux were borne, 
according to Calderwood, 
the funeral probably oc- 
curred at night; these para- 
phernaha led to the usual 
General Assembly, and a riot 
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JOliN KNOX'S PULPIT, ST. GILES'S. 
(From the Scot/ish Alrti'luarian JJI"seu1Il). 


interference of the 
ensued. 
The portion of the church which contained 
these monuments was entered by a door adjoining 
the Parliament Close, and, as it was never shut, 
"the gude regent's aisle," as it was named, 
became a common place for appointments and 
loungers. Thus French Paris - Queen 1\r.lry'
 
sen"ant-in his confession respecting the murder 
of King Henry, stated that during the communings 
which took place before that dark deed was re- 
solved on, he one day "took his m
ntle and sword 
ancl went to þrolJ/C1/rr (walk) in the high church." 
Probably in consequence of the veneration enter- 
tained for the memory of the Regent, his tomb 


When his remains were committed to the tomb in 
which they still lie, the thousands who crowded 
the church were moved to tears by the burning 
eloquence of Knox. "V poun the xiiij day of the 
moneth of Februar, '570," says the" Diurnal of 
Occurrents" "my lord Regentis corpis, being brocht 
in ane bote be sey, fra Stirling to Leith, quhair it 
was keipit in Johne Wairdlaw his hous, and there- 
after cary it to the Palace of Holyrudhous, wes 
transportit fra the said Palace to the College Kirk 
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was a place frequently assigned in bills for the 
payment of money. 
The transept, called at times the Assembly aisle, 
was the scene of Jenny Geddes' famous onslaught 
with her jaMs/it/e, on the rcader of the liturgy in 
1637. The erection of Edinburgh into an epis- 
copal see in 163.3, under Bishop William Forbes 
\who died the same year), anù the appointment of 


, . 


{ioo<' 

 1 1 
'. I 


8t Giles's as the cathedral of the diocese. lcd-in 
its temporary restoration internally-.to something 
like what it hall bcen of old; but ere the orders of 
Charles I. for the dpmolition of its hideous gal- 
leries anll subdivisions could be carrierl out, all 
Scotland was in arms, and the entire system of 
Church polity for which these changes were designed, 
had come to a violent and a terriblc end. This 
transept was peculiarly rich in lettered gravestones, 
all of which were swept away by the ruthless im- 
provers of 1829, and some of those were used as 
pa\"cment round the Fountain Wcll. 


[St, Giles's Church. 


In 1596 51. Giles's was the scene of a tumultuous 
dispute between James VI. and the leaders of the 
Church party. The king was sitting in that part 
of it which the Reformers named the Tolbooth 
Kirk, together with the Octavians, as they were 
styled, a body of eight statesmen into whose hands 
he had committed all his financial affairs and patron- 
age. The disturbance from which the king felt 
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himself to be in peril, arose from an address by B:lI- 
canqual, a popular preacher, who called on the 
Protestant barons and his other chance auditors to 
meet the ministers in "the little kirk," where they, 
amidst great uproar, came to a resolution to urge 
upon James the necessity for changing his policy and 
dismissing his present councillors. The progress 
of the deputation towards the place where the 
king was to be found brought with it the noisy. 
mob who had created the tumult, and when the 
bold expressions of the deputation "ere seconded 
I by thc rush of a rude crowd-armed, of conrse- 
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0LD AND NEW FIHNBURGH. 


[SI Gil..'s Church. 


into the royal presence, the king became alarmed, 
and retired into the Tolbooth, amid shouts of 
"Fly!" ., Save yourself!" "Armour! Armour!" 
When the deputation returned to the portion of 
St. Giles's absurdly named the Little Kirk, they found 
another multitude listening to the harangue of a 
clergyman named Michael Cranston, on the text of 
" Haman and Mordecai." The auditors, on hearing 
that the king had retired without any explanation, 
now rushed forth, and with shouts of "Bring out 
the wicked Haman!" endeavoured to batter down 
the doors of the Tolbooth, from which James was 
glad to make his escape to Holyrood, swearing he 
would uproot Edinburgh, and salt its site! 
This disturbance, which Tytler details in his The species of spire or lantern formed by groined 
History, was one which had no definite or decided ribs of stone, which forms the most remarkable 
purpose-one of the few in Scottish annals where feature in the venerable church, seems to be pecu
 
there was a frenzied excitement without any dis- , liar' to Scotland, as it does not occur in ancient 
tinct aim. . times farther south than 
When James succeeded Newcastle; but its date is 
to the crown of England, as recent as 16 4 8 , when it 
- 
in [ 60 3, he attended ser- was rebuilt, and closely 
vice in St. Giles's, and heard ' 
._ 

d 
 -=-_.",,- modelled on the ancient 
a sermon by the Rev. Mr. .
 
 - - one, which had become 
Hall, upon the great mercy 
 ruinous and decayed. 
of heaven in having thus Of the four bells which 
accompl
h,d hi, peaceful :< 7 
 :
 
 
 ' 
 " - " " - ;" 7 - -=- : - _ 
 __ " _ 
 .- , _ - _-
 . . . _ , 
 " hung in the tower in the 
accession to a kingdom so 
 
 . -""-
 olden time, one which bore 
long hostile to his own, the name of St. Mary was 
without stroke of sword taken down at the Refor- 
or shedding one drop of JENNY GEDDES' STOOL. mation, and (with the four 
I (Fro'" tlu S<ottis/r. A'diquaTian lIfus,u",.) " 1 f I 
blood. He exhorted t 1e great brazen pi lars 0 t 1e 
monarch to show his gratitude by attention to high altar) was ordered to be cast into cannon 
the caus<: of religion, and his care of the ncw for the town walls, instead of which they were sold 
subjects committed to his charge. for L,220, Maitland further records that two of 
The king now rose, and addressed the people the remaining bells were re-cast at Campvere in 
from whom he was ahout to part in a very warm 162I; one of these was again re-cast at London in 
and affectionate strain. He bade them a long 18-1- 6 . 
adieu with much tenderness, promised to keep In 1585 the Town Council purchased the clock 
them and their best interests in fond memory belonging to the abbey church of Lindores in 
during his absence, "and often to visit them and Fifeshire, and placed it in the tower of St. Giles's, 
communicate to them marks of his bounty when "previous to which time," says Wilson, "the 
in foreign parts, as ample as any which he had citizens probably regulated time chiefly by the 
been llsed to bestow when present with them. hells for matins and vespers, and the other daily 
A. mixture of approbation and weeping," says services of the Roman Catholic Church." 
Scott in his History, "followed this speech; and In 168[ we first find mention of the musical bells 
the good-natured king wept plentifully himself at in the spire. Fountainhall records, with reference 
taking leave of his native subjects." to the legacy left to the city by Thomas Moodie, the 
The IlL-rth transept of the church long bore the Council propose "to buy with it a peal of bells, to 
queer name of Haddo's Ho:e, because a famous hang in St. Giles's steeple, to ring musically, and 
cavalier, Sir John Gordon of Haddo-who de- to build a Tolbooth above the West Port of Edin- 
fended his castle of Kelly against the Covenanters, burgh, and put Thomas Moodie's name and anus 
and loyally served King Charles I.-was imprisoned thereon." 
there for some time before his execution at the \Vhen the precincts of St. Giles's church were 
adjacent cross in 1 6 44. secularised, the edifice vee.une degraded, avout 


On the north side of the choir the monument of 
the Napier family forms a conspicuous and interest- 
ing feature to passers-by. This tomb-long called 
by tradition that of the great inventor of logarithms 
-is supposed to indicate the site of St. Salvator's 
altar, to the chaplain of which Archibald Napier of 
Merchiston, in 1499, "mortified 'J an annual rent 
of 20 merks out of a tenement near the church of 
the Holy Trinity. The tomb is surmounted by the 
arms of the Napiers of Merchiston, and of Wright's 
House, and bears the following inscription, showing 
plainly that it is a family burial-place :- 


" S. E. P. Fa1/l. de NeperOrlt1ll inttrius hie situ1/l est." 
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CARVEll CE'ITRE GRot" STONE OR BOSS.- 
(F,'olll CI"op.:/ if St. E/oi, St. Gills's.) 


1628, by numerous wooden booths being stuck up 
all around it, chiefly between the buttresses, some 
of which were actually cut away for this ignoble 
purpose, while the lower tracery of the windows 
was destroyed by their lean-to roofs, just as we 
may see still in the instance of many churches 
in Belgium. These wretched edifices were called 
the Krames, yet, as if to show that some reverence 
was still paid to the sanctity of the place, the 
Town Council decreed, ., that no tradesman should 
be admitted to these shops except bookbinders, 
mortmakers (i.e. watchmakers), jewellers, and gold- 
smiths." " Bookbinùers," says Robert Chambers, 
"must be in this instance meant to signify book- 
sellers, the latter term being then unknown in 
Scotland j" but within the memory of many 
till 
living, these booths, which 
were swept away in 1829, 
were occupied by dealers 
in toys, sweets tuff, old 
clothes, anJ shoes. In the 
centre of this narrow alley 
the Earl of Errol, as Lord 
High Constable of Scot- 
land, used to sIt on a chair 
during the riding 'of the I.;i 
Parliament, receiving the ''iJ' _' 

, 1"1 
" 
members as they alighted. 
At the entrance to these 
krames there formerly ex- 
isted a flight of steps, known 
by the name of "Our Lady's 
Steps," from a statue of the 
Virgin which once occupied 
a Gothic niche in the north- 
east angle of the church. Another account says 
they were named from the infamous Lady March, 
wife of the Earl of Arran, the profligate chancellor 
of James VI., from whom the nine o'clock bell 
was also named" The Lady Bell," as it was rung 
an hour later to suit herself. An old gentlewoman 
mentioned in the" Traditions of Edinburgh," who 
died in 1802, was wont to own that she had, in 
her youth, seen both the statue and the steps j but 
it is extremely unlikely that the former would 
escape the iconoclasts of 1559, who left the church 
almost a ruin. 
But time has accomplished a change that John 
Knox and" Jenny Geddes" could little foresee! 




 
?-..... - 
! ....

 
'.x. 


Sanction was given in the early part of 1878 
by the municipal authorities for e:\.tensive restora- 
tions, to be conducted in a spirit and taste un 
known to the barbarous" improvers" of 1829. At 
the head of the restoration committee was placed 
Dr. William Chanlbers, the well-known publisher 
and author. According to the plans laid before 
it, the last of the temporary partitions were to be re- 
moved, the rich-shaped pillars embedded therein to 
be uncovered and restored, the galleries and pews 
to be swept away, and the church to assume its 
old cruciform aspect "By these operations the 
!\Iontrose aisle will be uncovered, and form an 
interesting historical object Provision is made 
for the Knights of the Thistle erecting their stalls, 
as is done by the Knights of the Garter in 
5t. George's, Windsor, and 
by the Knights of St. 
Patrick in St. Patrick's 
Cathedral, Dublin. There 
has been no chapel for the 
Knights of th
 Thistle 
since the one in Holyrood, 
now in ruins, ceased to be 
used j and the committee 
hope that the knights will 
favourablyconsider the pro- 
posal now being made, ac- 
cording to which they may 
have their stalls erected in 
the ancient cathedral of 
the capital of Scotland." 
And the strains of the 
organ now resound through 
the church. Shade of J olm 
Knox, that St. Giles's should ever boast a " kist 0' 
whistles! " 
The restoration, thus inaugurated, has reached a 
degree of completeness which would have amply 
satisfied the aspirations of William Chambers, had 
he lived to see the results of his unwearied and 
devoted labours on behalf of the time-honoured 
church. The building as it now stands is an orna- 
ment to the Scottish metropolis of which the 
citizens do well to be exceedingly proud, but 
they must not forget how much they owe to the 
public spirit and enterprise of the Provost-publisher 
whose name must always be associated with the 
modern church. 


$ Dh-playing double-headed winged dragons t..lu
\ering round a central rose with the hook of the altar lamp. 
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[St. Giles's Churchyard. 
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IN fERIOR OF THE IIIGII CHURCH, ST. GILES'S. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


TIlE NEIGIIUOURIIOOD OF ST. GILES'S. 


ht. Gile.s Churchyard-The Maison Dieu-The Clam-shell Turnpike-The Grave of Knox-The City Cross-The Summons 01 Pluto- 
Executions: Kirkaldy, Gilderoy, and others-The Caddirs- The Dyvours Stane- The I.uckenboolhs- The Auld Kirk Style-Byre'
 
Looging-Lord Coal.toun's Wig-Allan Ramo;ay"s Library and" Creech's Land "-The Edinburgh Halfpenny. 


DOWN the southern slope of the hill on wlÚch 51. I of the sixteenth century. In July, 1800, a relic of 
Giles's church stands, its burying-ground-covered this chapel was found near the head of Forrester's 
with trees, perchance, anterior to the little parish I Wynd, in former days the western boundary of the 
edifice we have described as existing in the time of I churchyard. This relic-a curiously sculptured 
David I.-sloped to the line of the Cowgate, where group-like a design from Holhein's "Dance of 
it was terminated by a wall and chapel dedicated Death," was def.'lced and broken by the workmen. 
to the holy rood-built, says Arnot, " in memory of I Amid the musicians, who brought up the rear, 
Christ crucifieà "-and not demolished till the end was an angel, playing on the n.lliOlul bagpipe-a 
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conceit which appears among the sculpture at I that are extant, was written of as the "old land," 
Roslin chapel. So late as 1620" James Lennox formerly belonging to George Crichton, Bishop of 
is elected chaplain of the chapelry of the holy rood, Dunkeld, who held that see between the years 
in the burgh kirk-yard of St. Giles." Hence it is 1527 and 1543, and was Lord Keeper of the 
supposed that the nether kirk-yard remained in use Privy Seal under King James V. 
long after the upper had been abandoned as a Overlooked, then, by the great cruciform church 
place of sepulture. of St. Giles, and these minor ecclesiastical edifices, 
All this was holy ground in those days, for in the first burying-ground of Edinburgh lay on the 
"Keith's Catalogue" we are told that near the steep slope with its face to the sun. The last 
head of Bell's Wynd (on the eastern side) there home of generations of citizens, under what is now 
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Sf. GILES'S CHURCH, 1878. 


wcre a hospital and chapel known by the name, the pavement of a noisy street, "there sleep the 
of the "Maison Dieu." "\Ve know not," says I great, the good, the peaceful and the turbulent, 
Arnot, "at what time or by whom it was founded; I the faithful and the false, all blent together in their 
but at the Reformation it shared the common quaint old coffins and flannel shrouds, with money 
t
lte of Popish establishments in this country. It in their dead hands, and crosscs or rh.l1ices on 
was converted into private property. This building I their breasts; old citizens who remembered the 
is still (1779) entire, and goes by the name of the I long-haired King David passing forlh with barking 
Clam-shell Turnpike, from the figure of an escalop I hound and twanging horn on that Rood-day in 
shell cut in stone above the door." harvest which so nearly cost him his life; and how 
Fire and modern reform have effected dire the fair Queen I\l.trgaret daily fed the poor at the 
changes here since Arnot wrote. Newer buildings castle gate · with the tenderness of a mother;' 
occupy the site; but still, immediately above the I those who had seen Randolph's patriots scale · the 
entr.mce that led of old to Bell's Wynd, a modern I steep, the iron-belted rock,' Count Guy of Namur's 
stone lintel bears an escalop shcll in mcmory of I Flemish l.1nces routed on the Burghmuir, and 
the cider ctlilÌl e, which, ill the <o:arliesl titles of it \\ïlli.un \V.l1lace llIustering his bcanled wJ.rriors 
, 



OLD ANI> NEW EDINBURGH. 


15 0 


IThe City Cros>. 


by the Figgate-burn ere 
Dunbar." 
There lie citizens who have fought for their 
country at Flodden, Pinkie, and a hundred other 
fields; and there lies one whose name is still 
mighty in the land, and "who never feared the 
f..'tce of man"-John Knox. He expired at his old 
manse, near the Netht:r Bow, on the 24th of No- 
vember, 1572, in his sixty-sevt:nth year, and his 
body was attendt:d to the grave by a great mul- 
titude of people, including the chief of tht: nobles 
and the Regent Morton, whose simple él{Jge over 
his grave is so well known. It cannot but excite 
surprise that no effort was made by the Scottish 
people to preserve distinctly the remains of the 
great Reformer from desecration, but some of that 
spirit of irreverence for the past which he in cul- 


he marched to storm made to collect the fragmt:nts and reconstruct it. 
In " Marmion," as the pOt:t has it :- 


A battlemented octagon tower, furnished with four 
angular turrets, it was sixteen feet in diameter, and 
fifteen feet high. From this rose the centre pillar, 
also octagon, twenty feet in height, sunnounted by 
a beautiful Gothic capital, terminated by a crowned 
unicorn. Calderwood tells us that prior to King 
James's visit to Scotland the old cross was taken 
down from the place where it had stood within 
the memory of man, and the shaft transported 
to the new one, by the aid of certain mariners 
from Leith. Rebuilt thus in 1617, nt:arly on the 
sit
 of an older cross, it was of a mixed style of 
architecture, and in its reconstruction, with a better 
taste than later years have shown, the chief orna- 
ments of the ancient edifice had been preserved; 
the heads in basso-relievo, which surmounted 
seven of the arches, have been referred by our 
most eminent antiquaries to the remote period of 
the Lower Empire. Four of those heads, which 
were long preserved by 1\1r. Ross at I kanhaugh, 
cated thus recoiled upon himself, and postt:rity were procured by Sir Walter Scott, and are still 
knows not. his exact resting-place. If the tradition I preserved at Abbotsforrl, together with the gre.lt 
mentioned by Chambers, says Wilson, be correct, that sto
e font or basin whi
h flowed with wine on 
" his burial-place was a few feet from the front of the holidays. The central pIllar, long preserved at 
old pedestal of KinO" Charles's statue the recent Lord Somerville's house, Drum, near Edinburgh, 
change in the position of the latter' must have now stands near the Napier tomb, within a railing, 
placed it directly Ol'er his grave-perhaps as strange on the north side of the choir of St. Giles's, where 
a monument to the great apostle of Presbyterianism it was I?laced 5n 1866. A crowned Ul
icorn. sur- 
as fancy could devise!" Be all this as it may, mounts It, bearIng a pennon blazoned wIth a slIver 
there is close by the statue a small stone let into St. Andrew's cross on one side, and on the other 
the pavement inscribed simply the city cæst-an anchor. 
From the side of that venerable shan royal pro- 
clamations, solemn denunciations of excommunica- 
tion and outlawry, involving ruin and death, went 
forth for ages, ami strange and terrible have been the 
scenes, the cruelties, the executions, and absurdities, 
it has witnes5ed. From its battlements, by tradition, 
mimic heralds of the unseen world cited the gallant 
J ames and all our Scottish chivalry to appear in 
the domains of Pluto immediately before the 
march of the army to Flodden, as recorded at 
great length in the "Chronicles of Pitscottie," 
and rendered more pleasantly, yet liter.llly, into 
verse by Scott- 
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GRAVE OF JOHN KNOX. 


"I. K., 1572." 


An ancient oak pulpit, octagonal and panelled, 
brought from St. Giles's church, and said to have 
been the same in which he was wont to preach, is 
still preserved in the Royal Institution on the 
Eartht:n Mound. 
Close by St. Giles's church, where radii in the 
causeway mark its site, stood the ancit:nt cross 
of the city, so barbarously swept away by the 
ignorant and tasteless magistracy of 1756. Scott, 
and other men of taste, never ceased to deplore its 
destruction, and many attt:ll1pts h.we been vainly 


.. Dunedin's cross, a pillared stone, 
Rose on a turret octagon; 
But now is razed that monument, 
Whence royal edicts rang, 
And the voice of Scotland's law went forth, 
In glorious trumpet clang. 
Oh, be his tomb as lead to lead 
Upon its dull destroyer's head!- 
A minstrel's malison is said." 
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" Then on its battlements they saw 
A vision passing Nature's law, 
Strange, wild, and dimly seen; 
Figures that seemed to rise and die, 
Gibber and sign, advance and fly, 
While nought confirmed could ear or eye 
Dream of sound or mien. 
Yet darkly did it Seem as there, 
Heralds and pursuivants prepare, 
With trumpet sound and blazon fair, 
A summOns to proclaim; 
But indistinct the pageant proud, 
As fancy forms of midnight cloud, 
\\'hen flings the moon upon her shroud 
A wavering tinge of flame; 
It flits, expam]s, and 
 hifts, till loud 
From midmost of the spectre crowd, 
Thetrwful summons came [" 


Then, according to Pitscottie, followed the ghastly 
roll of all who were doomed to fall at Flodden, in- 
duding the name of Mr. Richard Lawson, who 
heard it. 
"I appeal from that summons and sentence," 
he exclaimed, courageously, "and take me to the 
mercy of God and Christ Jesus His Son." 
"Verily," adds Pitscottie, "the author of this, 
that caused write the manner of this summons, was 
a landed gentleman, who was at that time twenty 
years of age, and was in the town at the time 
of the said summons, and thereafter when the field 
was stricken, he swore to me there was 110 mall 
UC{1þcd that was called in this summons, but that 
man alone who made his protestation and appealed 
from the said summons, but all the lave perished in 
the field with the king." 
lJ nder the shadow of that cross have been trans- 
acted many deeds of real horror, more than we can 
enumerate here-but a few may suffice. There, in 
1563, Sir James Tarbat, a Roman Catholic priest, 
was pilloried in his vestments, with a chalice bound 
to his hands, and, as Knox has it, was served by the 
mob with" his Easter eggs," till he was pelted to 
death. There died Sir William Kirkaldy, hanged 
"with his face to the sun" (as Knox curiously pre- 
dicted before his own death), for the execution took 
place at four in the afternoon, when the sun was in 
the west (Calderwood); and there, in time to come, 
died his enemy Morton. There died Montrose 
and many of his cavalier comrades, amid every 
ignominy that could be inflicted upon them; and 
the two Argyles, father and son. An incredible 
number of real and imaginary criminals have ren- 
dered up their lives on that fatal spot, and among 
the not least interesting of the former we may men- 
tion Gilderoy, or "the red-haired lad," whose real 
name was Patrick l\Iacgregor, and who, with ten 
other caterans, accused of cattle-lifting and many 


wild pranks on the shores of Loch Lomond, when 
brought to Edinburgh, were drawn backwards on a 
hurdle to the cross, on the 27th of July, 1636, and 
there hanged-Gilderoy and John Forbes suffering 
on a higher gallows than the rest, and, further, having 
their heads and hands struck off, to be affixed to 
the city gates. Gilderoy, we need scarcely add, 
has obtained a high ballad fame. There is a broad- 
side of the time, containing a lament to him written 
by his mistress, in rude verses, not altogether without 
some pathos; one verse runs thus ;- 


" My love he was as brave a man 
As ever Scotland bred, 
Descended from a highland clan, 
A catheran to his trade. 
No woman then or woman-kind 
Had ever greater joy, 
Than we two when we lived alone, 
I and my Gilderoy !" 


Here culprits underwent scourging, branding, ear- 
nailing, and nose-pinching, with tongue-boring and 
other punishments deemed minor. As a specimen 
of these exhibitions we shall take the following 
from the diary of Nicoll 'l'erblltim:- 
"Last September, 1652. Twa Englisches, for 
drinking the King's health, were takin and bund 
at Edinburgh croce, quhair either of tlmme resavit 
threttr-nine quhipes on thair naiked bakes and 
shoulderis; thairafter their lugs were naillit to the 
gallows. The ane had his lug cuttit from the mitt 
with a razor, the uther being also nailIit to the gib- 
bet had his mouth skobil, and his tong being drawn 
out the full length, was bound together betwix twa 
sticks, hard tOKedder, with an skail1zÌe-thrid, for the 
space of half one hour thereby." Punishments of 
this cruel kind were characteristic of the times, and 
were not peculiar to the Scottish capital alone. 
In later and more peaceful times the city cross 
was the 'Change, the great resort of the citizens for a 
douhle purpose. They met there to discuss the 
topics of the day and see their acquaintances, with- 
out the labour of forenoon calls down steep closes 
and up steeper turnpike stairs; and these gatherings 
usually took place between the hours of one and two. 
And during the reigns of the two first Georges it 
was customary at this place, as the very centre and 
cynosure of the city, for the magistrates to drink 
the king's health on a stage, "loyalty being a virtue 
which always becomes peculiarly ostentatious when 
it is under any suspicion of weakness." 
The cross, the font or basin of which ran with 
wine on festive occasions, was the peculiar rallying 
point of those now extinct lazzaroni-the street 
messengers or caddies. "A ragged, half-blackguanl. 
looking set they were, but allowed to be amaÚngly 
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acute, intelligent, and also faithful to any duty en- It is difficult now to understand the gross per- 
trusted to them. A stranger coming temporarily to version of taste and the barbarous absence of 
reside in Edinburgh got a caddie attached to his all veneration that prevailed in the Scotland of the 
service, to conduct him from one part of the town eighteenth century, and how such a memorial as 
to another, and to run errands for him; in short, to the inoffensive cross of Edinburgh was doomed 
be wholly at his bidding. A caddie did literally to destruction; but doomed it was, and on the 
know everything of Edinburgh, even to that kind night before its demolition began there came a bac- 
of knowledge which we now expect only in a street chanalian company, probably Jacobites, and with a 
directory; and it was equally true that he could crown bowl of punch upon its battlements, solemnly 
hardly be asked to go anywhere, or upon any I drank "the dredgie of the auld mercat cross." 
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THE CITY CROSS. 


mission, that he would not go. On the other hand, On one side of the cross there stood, of old, 
the stranger would probably be astonished to finei the Dyvours statiC, whereon might be seen seated 
that, in a few hours, his caddie was acquainted with a row of those unfortunates, who, for misfortune 
every particular concerning himself, where he was or roguery, were, by act of the Council, compelled 
from, what was his purpose in Edinburgh, his family to appear each market day at noon in the bank- 
connections, tastes, and dispositions. Of course for mpt's garb-in a yellow bonnet and coat, one half 
every particle of scandal floating about Edinburgh yellow and the other brown, under pain of three 
the caddie was a ready book of reference. We some- months' imprisonment. The origin of this singular 
times wonder how our ancestors Gid without news- mode of protecting public credit was an Act of 
papers. We do not reflect on the living vehicle of Sederunt of the Court of Session in 1604, wherein 
news which then existed; the privileged beggar for I the seat is described as "ane pillery of hewn stone, 
country people; for towns-folk the caddies." r near to the mercat croce," and from 10 A.M. till 
But now, the latter, like the City Guard, the one hour after dinner, was the time for the Dyvours 
Tronmen, Bedesmen, town-piper and drummer, are I sitting thereon. 
all numbered with the things that were. The Luckenbooths, an extinct range of pic. 
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turesque and heavily-eaved buildings, stood in the 
thoroughfare of the High Street, parallel to St. 
Giles's church, from which they were separated 
by a close and gloomy lane for foot passengers 
alone, and the appellation was shared by the 
opposite portion of the main street itself. This 
singular ob&truction, for such it was, existed from 


among whom we may mention the well-known firm 
of l\Ie
srs. l\I'Laren and Sons. 
It was pierced in the middle by a passage called 
the Auld Kirk Style, which led to the old north 
door of St. Giles's, and there it was that in 1526 
the Lairds of Lochinvar and Drumlanrig slew Sir 
Thomas l\IacLellan of Bombie (ancestor of the 
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CREECH'S LAND. (From an Engravillg in Ius" FlIg;ti'i'
 I'i
(
s.") 


tlJe rei
 of James III. till 1817, and the name is l.ortls Kirkcudbright), \\ith whom they were at 
supposed to have been conferred on the shops fend-an act for which neither of them was ever 
in that situation as being close booths, to distinguish (luestioned or punished. 
them from the open ones, which then lined the great Prior to the year 1811 there remained unchanged 
street on both sirles, ltlckm signifying close, thus in the Luckenbooths two lofty houses of great 
implying a certain superiority to the ancient traders strength and antiquity, one of which contained 
in these booths; and it was considered remarkable the town residence of Sir John Byres, Bart" of 
that amid all the changes of the old town there , Coates, an estate now covered by the west end of 
is still in this locality an unusual proportion of new Edinburgh. He was a gentleman who made 
mercers, clothiers, and drapers, of very old standing, a great figure in the city during the reign of 
20 
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J ames VI., but no memorres of him now remain, mile of the senator below-the half mirth, half 
save the alley called Byres' Close, and his tomb terror of the girls above, together with the fierce 
in the west wall of the Greyfriars' churchyard, the I relentless energy on the part of puss between, 
inscription on which, though nearly obliterated, tormed altogether a scene to which language could 
tells us that he was treasurer, bailie, and dean I not easily do justice. It was a joke soon explained 
of guild of Edinburgh, and died in 1629, in his I and pardoned, but the perpetrators did afterwards 
sixtieth yez-r. I get many injunctions from their parents, never again 
The fourth floor of the tall Byres' Lodging was to fish over the wiudow, with such a bait, for 
occupied in succession by the Lords Coupar and honest men's wigs." 
Lindores, by Sir James Johnston of Westerhall, and I At. the east end. of the Luckenbooths-, and facing 
finally by Lord Coalstoun, father of Christian Brown, the Ime of the High Street, commandmg not only 
Countess of the Earl of Dalhousie, a general who' a view of that stately and stirring thoroughfare, 
distinguished himself at Waterloo and elsewhere. I but also the pic.turesque vista of the Canongate 
Before removing to a more spacious mansion on and far beyond It, Aberlady Bay, Gosford House, 
the Castle Hill, Lord Coalstoun lived here in I7 57, I and the hills of East Lothian, towered "Creech's 
and during that time an amusing accident occurred Land "-as the tenement was named, according to 
to him, which has been the origin of more than one I the old 
ott
sh :ustom-Iong the peculiar haunt 
excellent caricature. of the Itferaft durmg the last century. In the first 
"It was at that time the custom," says the flat had been the shop of Allan Ramsay, where in 
gossipy author of "Traditions of Edinburgh," i 17 2 5 he. established the first circulating library ever 
"for advocates, and no less than judges, to dress known m Scotland; and for the Mercury's Head, 
themselves in gown, wig, and cravat, at their own which had been the sign of his first shop opposite 
houses, and to walk in a sort of state, with their I Niddry's Wynd, he now substituted the heads of 
cocked hats in theiI hands, to the Parliament I Drummond of Hawthornden and Ben Jonson. 
House. They usually breakfasted early, and I Of this establishment Wodrow writes :-" Profane- 
when dressed would occasionally lean over their ness is come to a great height! all the villainous, 
parlour windows for a few minutes, before St. profane, and obscene books of plays printed at 
Giles's bell sounded a quarter to nine, enjoying the London by Curle and others, are got down from 
morning air, and perhaps discussing the news of London by Allan Ramsay, and let out for an easy 
the day, or the convivialities of the preceding price to young boys, servant women of the better 
evening, with a neighbouring advocate on the sort, and gentlemen, and vice and obscenity drearl- 
opposite side of the alley. It so happened that I fully propagated." 
one morning, while Lord Coalstoun was preparing It was the library thus stigmatised by sour old 
to enjoy his matutinal treat, two girls who lived on the Wodrow, that, according to his own statement, Sir 
second floor above were amusing themselves with Walter Scott read with such avidity in his younger 
a kitten, which they had swung over the window years. The collection latterly contained upwards 
by a cord tied round its middle, and hoisted for of 30,000 volumes, as. is stated by a note in " Kay's 
some time up and down, till the creature was Portraits." 
getting desperate with its exertions. In this crisis In 1748, says Kincaid, a very remarkable and 
his lordship popped his head out of the window, lawless attempt was made by the united London 
directly below that from which the kitten swung, I booksellers and stationers to curb the increa
e of 
little suspecting, good easy man, what a danger literature in Edinburgh! They had conceived an 
impended, when down came the exasperated idea, which they wished passed into law: "That 
animal in full career upon his senatorial wig. authors or their assignees had a perpetual exclusive 
No sooner did the girls perceive what sort of right to their works; and if these could not be 
landing-place their kitten had found, than in their known, the right was in the person who first pub.. 
terror and surprise, they began to draw it up; but lished the book, whatever manner of way they 
this measure was now too late, for along with the became possessed of it" 
animal up also came t!">e judge's wig, fixed full in The first step was taken in 1748-twenty-three 
its determined claws! His lordship's surprise on years after Ramsay started his library-when an 
finding his wig lifted off his head was much, action appeared before the Court of Session against 
increased when, on looking up, he perceived it certain booksellers in Edinburgh and Glasgow, 
dangling its way upwards, without any means I which was decreed against the plaintiffs.,y. Ten 
7',sible to him, by which its motions might be 
accounted for. The astonishment, the dread, the . Fakoner'." Deci.ion,," vol. i. 
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years after, a second plan was concerted in England, Arnot for a month; fishwomen crying their caller 
by a cozenage trial, which might be adduced as a haddies from Newhaven; whimsicals and idiots, 
precedent. The court thought proper to take the each with his or her crowd of tormentors; sooty- 
opinion of the twelve judges in England, who men with their bags; Town Guardsmen with their 
permitted the matter to drop without giving any; antique Lochaber axes; barbers with their hair- 
but a third attempt was made to restrain a certain dressing materials, and so forth." Added to these 
Scotsman from trading as a bookseller in London. might be the blue-bonneted shepherd in his grey 
For twelve years this man was harassed by suc- plaid; the wandering piper j the kilted drover, 
cessive injunctions in Chancery, for printing books armed to the teeth, as was then the fashion; and 
which were not protected by the 8th of Queen the passing sedan, with liveried bearers. 
Anne, cap. 19, and the Court of Queen's Bench Johnson, in his" Lives," makes no reference to 
decided against the Scotsman (Miller v. Taylor), the Scottish visit of Gay, who died in 1732, but 
and then the London trade applied once more to the merely says that for his monetary hardships he re- 
Court of Session to have it made law in Scotland. ceived a recompense" in the affectionate attention 
This prosecution was brought by Hinton, a book- of the Duke and Duchess of Queensberry, into 
seller, against the well-kno\\n Alexander Donaldson, whose house he was taken, and with whom he 
then in London, to restrain him from publishing passed the remaining part of his life." 
Stackhouse's" History of the Bible." He was sub- I Ramsay gave up his shop and library in 175 2 , 
jected to great annoyance, yet he supported him- transferring them to his successor, who opened an 
self against nearly the entire trade in London, and establishment below with an entrance direct from 
obtained a decree which was of the greatest im- the street. This was !\Ir. James l\lacEwan, from 
portance to the booksellers in Scotland. I whom the business passed into the hands of !\Ir. 
Ramsay's shop became the rendezvous of all I Alexander Kincaid, an eminent publisher in his 
the wits of the day. Gay, the poet, who was quite time, who took a great lead in civic affairs, and 
installed in the household of the Duchess of r died in office as Lord Provost of Edinburgh on 
Queensberry-the witty daughter of the Earl of' the 21st of January, 1777. Escorted by the 
Clarendon and Rochester-accompanied his fair " trained bands, and every community in the city, 
patroness to Edinburgh, and resided for some time and preceded by " the City Guard in funeral order, 
in Queensberry House in the Canongate. He was the officers' scarfs covered with crape, the drums 
a frequent lounger at the shop of Ramsay, and is with black cloth, beating a dead march," his 
said to have derived great amusement from the I funeral, as it issued into the High Street, was one 
anecdotes the latter gave of the leading citizens, of the finest pageants witnessed in Edinburgh 
as they assemLled at the cross, where from his since the Union. During his time the old book- 
windows they could be seen daily with powdered I seller's shop acquired an additional interest from 
wigs, ruffles, and rapiers. The late William Tytler, being the daily lounge of Smollett, who was residing 
of Woodhouselee, who had frequently seen Gay with his sister in the Canongate in 1776. Thus it 
there, described him as "a pleasant little man in is that he tells us, in "Humphry Clinker," that 
a tye-wig ;" and, according to th
 Scots lIIagnzin
 "all the people of business in Edinburgh, and 
for 1802, he recollected overhearing him request I even the genteel company, may be seen standing 
Ramsay to explain many Scottish words and in crowds every day, from one to two in the after. 
national customs, that he might relate them to I noon, in the open street, at a place where formerly' 
Pope, who was already a great admirer of " The I stood a market cross, a curious piece of Gothic 
Gentle Shepherd." architecture, still to be seen in Lord Somerville's 
How picturesque is the grouping in the follow- garden in this neighbourhood." 
ing paragraph, by one who has passed away, of The attractions of the old shop increased when 
the crowd then visible from the shop of Allan it passed with the business into the hands of the 
Ramsay :-" Gentlemen and ladies paraded along celebrated William Creech, son of the minister of 
in the stately attire of the period; tradesmen N ewbattle. Educated at the grammar school of 
chatted in groups, often bareheaded, at their shop Dalkeith and the University of Edinburgh, he had 
doors j caddies whisked about bearing messages or many mental endowments, an inexhaustible fund 
attending to the affairs of strangers; children filled of amusing anecdote, and great conversational 
the kennel with their noisy sports. Add to this powers, which through life caused him to be 
the corduroyed men from Gilmerton bawling coals courted by the most eminent men of the time; 
or yellow sand, and spending as much breath in a and his smiling face, his well-powdered head, ac- 
minute as would have served poor asthmatic Hugo curate black suit, with satin breeches, were long 
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remembered after he had passed away; but he came from his establishment. He published the 
had acquired penurious habits, with a miserly works of Cullen, Gregory, Adam Smith, Burns, 
avidity for money, which not only precluded all Dugald Stewart, Henry Mackenzie, Blair, Beattie, 
benevolence to the deserving, but actually marred Campbell (the opponent of Hume), Lords Wood- 
even the honest discharge of business transactions. houselee and Kames, and by the last-named he 
In 177 I he entered into partnership with Mr. I was particularly regarded with esteem and friend- 
Kincaid, who left the business two years after, and I ship; and it was on the OCcaSIOn, of his having gone 
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WILLIAM CREECH. (From tM Portrait by Szr Hmry Raeburn.) 


the whole devolving upon Mr. Creech, he con- 
ducted it for forty-four years with singular enter- 
prise and success. For all that time his quaint shop 
at the east-end of the Luckenbooths was the resort 
of the clergy, the professors, and also all public 
and eminent men in the Scottish metropolis; and 
his breakfast-room was a permanent literary lounge, 
which was known by the name of" Creech's Levee." 
During the whole of the period mentioned 
nearly all the really valuable literature of the time 


to London for some time in 1787 that Burns wrote 
his well-known poem of "'Villie 's A wa : "- 
.. Oh, Willie was a witty wight, 
And had o' things an' unco slight, 
Auld Reekie aye he keepit tight, 
And trig and braw; 
But now they'll busk her like a fright- 
Willie's awa ! " 


We have already referred to the club in which 
originated the ./I1irror and Lounger. These 
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periodicals were issued by Creech; and the first ,. What a singular contrast dc
s the present state 
number of the former, when it appeared on Satur- of Edinburgh in regard to these matters afford 
day, 23rd of January, 1779, created quite a sensa- when compared to what I have been endeavouring 
tion among the "blue-stocking" coteries of the to describe as existing in the days of the Creeches ! 
city. Instead of Scottish authors sending their works to 
In " Peter's Letters to his Kinsfolk," "Mr, Creech, be published by London booksellers, there is 
then prince of the Edinburgh trade," is rather I nothing more common now-a-days than to hear 01 
dubiously written of. "This bibliopole was a English authors sending down their books to Edin- 
verv indifferent master of his trade, and wanted burgh to be published in a city than which l\Iem- 
entirely the wit to take due advantage of the goods I phis or Palmyra would scarcely have appeared a 
the gods provided. He was himself a great literary more absurd place of publication to any English 
character, and he was always a great man in the author thirty years ago." 
magistracy of the city; and perhaps he would have Creech died unmarried on the 14th of January, 
thought it beneath him to be a mere ordinary money- 1815, in his se,'entieth year, only two years before 
making bookseller. Not that he had any aversion the interesting old Land which bore his name for 
to money-making; on the contrary, he was pro- nearly half a century was demolished; but a view 
digiously fond of money, and carried his love of it of it is attached to his "Fugitive Pieces," which 
in many things to a ridiculous extent. But he had he published in 1791. These were essays and 
been trained in all the timid prejudices of the old sketches of character and manners in Edinburgh, 
Edinburgh. school of booksellers; and not daring which he had occasionally contributed to the news- 
to make money in a bold and magnificent way, papers. 
neither did he dare to run the risk of losing any The laigh-shop of Creech's Land was last occu- 
part of what he had made. Had he possessed pied by the Messrs. Hutchison, extensive traders, 
either the shrewdness or the spirit of some of his \, ho, in the bad state of the copper coinage, when 
successors, there is no question he might have set the halfpennies of George III. would not pass 
on foot a fine race of rivalry among the literary current in Scotland, produ<;ed a coinage of Edin- 
men about him-a race of which the ultimate I burgh halfpennies in 179 1 that were long univer- 
gains would undoubtedly have been greatest to sally received. On one side were the city arms 
himself. . . . . He never had the sense to and crest, boldly struck, surrounded by thistles. 
perceive that his true game lay in making high with the legend, EdÙlbltrgh Halfpell11Y" on the 
sweepstakes, and the consequence was that nobody other, St. Andrew with his cross, and the national 
would take the trouble either of training or running motto, .Nèmo me illlpune lacessi/, which is freely 
for his courses." and spiritedly rendered, "Y e daurna meddle wi' 
The successors referred to are evidently Con- me." Since then they have gradually disappeare1, 
stable and the Blackwoods, as the writer continues and now are only to be found in numismatic col- 
thus :- lections. 


CHAPTER XVII, 
THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE. 


Site of the Parliament House-The Patliament Hall-Its fine Roof-Proportions-Tts External Aspect of Old-Pictures and Statues 
-The Great South WinJow-The Side Windows-Scots Prisonen of War-General Monk Feasted-A Scene with Ge.o. Dalyell- 
The Fire or 1700-Riding of the Parliament-The Union-Its dire Effects and uh.i.Jrulte good Resuhs-l"rial or Covenanters. 


No building in Edinburgh possesses perhaps more of such assemblies taking place constantly in its 
interest historically than the Parliament House, vicinity must have led to the gradual abandonment 
and yet its antiquity is not great, as it was fini!.hed of the old churchyard of St. Giles's as a place of 
only in 1639 for the meetings of the Estates, and sepulture, for when the readiest access to the Tol- 

as used for that purpose exclusively till the Union I booth was up the steep slope from the chapel of 
In 17o
. . .. ., I the h
ly rood in the Cowgate, amoug the grassy 
PrevIous to ItS erectIOn III St. Giles s churchyard, ' tumuh and old tombstones, and the burial-place 
the national Parliaments, the Courts of Justice, became the lounge of lackeys, grooms, and 
and the Town Council of Edinburgh, held their armed servitors, waiting for their masters during 
meetings in the old Tolbooth, and the circumstance. the sittings of the House, all the sacred and 
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secluded character of the place must have heen and are now said to be among the miscellaneous 
destroyed. .. Queen Mary granted the gardens of collections at Holyrood. Begun in 1632, the hall 
the Greyfriars' monastery to' the citizens in the with its adjacent buildings took seven years to 
year 15 66 , to be used as a cemetery, and from I erect; but subsequently the external portions of 
that period the old burial-place seems to have the edifice were almost totally renewed. Howell, 
been gradually forsaken, until the neglected sepul- I in his" Familiar Letters," writing from Edinburgh 
chres of the dead were at length paved over, and in 1639, says, "there is a fair Parliament House 
the citizens forgot that their Exchange was built built here lately," and regretting that Charles I. did 
over their fathers' graves." Yet within six years not inaugurate it in person, he adds that" they 
after Queen Mary's grant, Knox was interred in did ill who advised him otherwise." The time 
the old burial-ground. "Before the generation had come when old Scottish raids were nearly past, 
had passed away that witnessed and joined in his and when revolutions had their first impulse, not 
funeral service," says the author of " Memorials of in the battle-field, but in deliberative assemblies; 
Edinburgh," "the churchyard in which they laid thus the Parliament that transferred its meetings 
him had been converted into a public thoroughfare! from the old Tolbooth to the new House in 16 39 
\Ve fear this want of veneration must be regarded had to vote .. the sinews of war" for an army 
as a national characteristic which Knox assisted against England, under Sir Alexander Leslie, and 
to call into existence, and to which we owe much was no less unprecedented in its constitution and 
of the reckless demolition of those time-honoured powers than the place in which it assembled was a 
monuments of the past which it is now thought a new edifice. Outside of a wooden partition in the 
weakness to deplore." hall was an oak pulpit, where a sermon was preached 
As a churchyard in name it last figures in 1596, at the opening of Parliament; and behind was a 
as the scene of a tumult in which John Earl of small gallery, where the public heard the debates 
Mar, John Bothwell, Lord Holyroodhouse, the of the House. 
Lord Lindsay, and others, met in their armour, To thousands who never saw or could have 
and occasioned some trouble ere they could be seen it the external aspect of the old Parliament 
pacified. It was the scene of all manner of rows, House has been rendered familiar by Gordon's 
when club-law prevailed; where exasperated liti- engravings, and more particularly by the view of it 
gants, sick of" the law's delays," ended the matter on the bank notes of Sir William Forbes and Co. 
by appeal to s\vord and dagger; and craftsmen and Tradition names Inigo Jones as the architect, but 
apprentices quarrelled with the bailies and deacons. of this there is not a vestige of proof. It was 
It has been traditionally said that many of the highly picturesque, and possessed an individuality 
tombstones were removed to the Greyfriars' churCh- I that should have preserved it from the iconoclastic 
yard; if such was the case no inscriptions remain "improvers" of 1829. "There was a quaint 
to prove this. I stateliness about its irregular pinnacles and towers," 
The Parliament Hall, which was finished in ' I we are told, .. and the rude elaborateness of its 
16 39, at the expense of the citizens, costing decorations, that seemed to link it with the courtiers 
ÆII,600 of the money of that time, occupies a of Holyrood in the times of the Charleses, and its 
considerable portion of the old churchyard, and last gala days under the Duke of York.s vice- 
possesses a kind of simple grandeur belonging regency. Nothing can possibly be conceived more 
to an anterior age. Its noblest feature is the roof, meaningless and utterly absurd than the thing that 
sixty feet in height, which rests on ornamental superseded it "-a square of semi-classic buildings, 
brackets consisting of boldly sculptured heads, supported by a narrow arcade, and surmounted by 
and is formed of dark oak tie-and-hanuner beams stone sphinxes. 
with cross braces, producing a general effect sug- Above the old main entrance, which faced the 
gestive of .the date of Westminster, or of Crosb}, east, and is now completely blocked up and hid- 
Hall. Modern corridors that branch out from it den, were the royal arms of Scotland, beautifully 
are in harmony with the old hall, and lead to the sculptured, supported on the right by Mercy hold- 
various court rooms and the exten<;ive libraries of ing a crown wreathed with laurel, and on the 
the Faculty of Advocates and the Society of left by Justice, with a palm branch and balance, 
Writers to the Signet. The hall measures J 22 feet with the inscription, Stallt his ftlicia r
.xlla, and 
in length by 49 in breadth, and was hung of old underneath the national arms, the motto, Um 
with tapestry and portraits of the kings of Scotbnd, tmiOl1l11l1. Over the smaller doorway, which forms 
some by Sir Godfrey Kneller. These were be- the present access to the lofty lobby of the House, 
stowed, in 1707, by Queen Anne, on the Earl of Mar, were the arms of the city, between sculptured 
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obelisks, with the motto. Dominils Clls
odit introitu III \ hall were filled in with sta
ned glass of a heraldic 
llostrum. The destructIOn of all thIS was utterly character, under the supenntendence of the late 
unwarrantable. I ::iir George Harvey, president of the Royal Scottish 
The tapestries with which the hall was hung Academy. Each window is twenty feet high 
were all removed about the end of the last century, by nine wide, divided by a central mullion, the 
and now its pictures, statues, and decorations of tracery between being occupied by the armorial 
Scotland's elder and latter days replace them. I bearings and crests of the various Lord Justice- 
Of the statues of the distinguished Scottish Clerks, the great legal writers 01 the Faculty of 
statesmen and lawyers, the most noticeable are a I _\dvocates, those of the Deans of Faculty, and the 
colossal one of Henry first Viscount Melville in Lords Advocate. 
his robes as a peer, by Chantrey; on his left of Lord I This old hall has been the scene of many a 
Cockburn, by Brodie; Duncan Forbes of Culloden, great event and many a strange debate, and most 
in his judicial costume as President of the Court, of the proceedings that tooK place here belong 
by Roubiliac (a fine example); the Lord .President to the history of the country; for with the excep- 
Boyle, and Lord Jeffrey, by Steel; the Lord Pre- tion of the Castle and the ancient portion of Holy- 
sident Blair (son of the author of "The Grave"), rood, no edifice in the city is so rich in historic 
by Chantrey. memories. 
On the opposite or eastern side of the hall Beneath the old roof consecrated to these, says 
(which stands north and south) is the statue one of its latest chroniclers, .. the first great move- 
of Robert Dundas of Arniston, Lord Chief Baron ments of the Civil War took place, and the succes- 
of the Scottish Exchequer, also by Chantrey; sive steps in that eventful crisis were debated 
portraits, many of them of considerable antiquity, with a zeal commensurate to the important results 
some by Jameson, a Scottish painter who studied involved in them. Here Montrose united with 
under Rubens at Antwerp. But the most remark- Rothes, Lindsay, Loudon, and others of the 
able among the modern portraits are those of covenanting leaders, in maturing the bold measures 
Lord Brougham, by Sir Daniel Macnee, P.R.S.A.; that formed the basis of our national liberties ; and 
Lord Colonsay, formerly President of the Court, I within the same hall, only a few years later, he sat 
and the Lord Justice-Clerk Hope, both by the I with the calmness of despair, to receive from the 
same artist. There are also two very fine portraits lips of his old compatriot, Loudon, the barbarous 
of Lord Abercrombie and Professor Bell, by Sir I sentence, which was executed with such savage 
Henry Raeburn. rigour." 
Light is given to this interesting hall by four After his victory at Dunbar, some of Cromwell's 
windows on the side, and the great window on the, troopers in their falling bands, buff CO.1ts, and steel 
south. It is of stained glass, and truly magnificent. morions, spent their time alternately in preaching to 
It was erected in 1868 at a cost of .L2,000, and the people in the Parliament Hall and guarding a 
was the work of two German artists, having been number of Scottish prisoners of war who were con- 
designed by Wilhelm von Kaulbach, and executed fined in "the laigh Parliament House" below it. 
by the Chevalier Ainmüller of Munich. It repre-, On the 17th of May, 1654, some of these contrived 
sents the inauguration of the College of Justice, or to cut a hole in the floor of the great hall, and all 
the Supreme Court of Scotland, by King James V., : effected their escape save two; but when peace 
in 1532. The opening of the court is supposed by , was established between Cromwell and the Scots, 
the artist to have been the occasion of a grand I and the Courts of Law resumed their sittings, 
state ceremonial, and the moment chosen for the hall was restored to somewhat of its legitimate 
representation is that in which the young king,' uses, and there, in 1655, the leaders of the Com- 
surrounded by his nobles and great officers I monwealth, including General Monk, were feasted 
of state, is depicted in the act of presenting with a lavish hospitality. 
the charter of institution and of confirmation by In 1660, under the auspices of the same re- 
Pope Clement VII. to Alexander Mylne, Abbot: publican general, came to pass "the glorious 
of Cambuskenneth, the first Lord President, who Restoration," when the magistrates had a banquet 
kneels before him to receive it, surrounded by the at the cross, and gave .LI,OOO sterling to the king; 
other judges in their robes, while the then Lord I and his brother, the Duke of Albany and York, who 
I 
Chancellor of Scotland, Gavin Dunbar, Archbishop, came as Royal Commissioner, was feasted in the 
of Glasgow, and afterwards of St. Andrews, with I same hall with his Princess Mary d'Este and his 
upraised hand invokes a blessing on the act. daughter, the future Queen Anne, surrounded by all 
In 1870 the four side windows on the west of the the high-born and beautiful in Scotland. But dark 
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days again awaited the latter, when the insane I enemies without form of trial, and hundreds of 
Cavalier persecution began in a cruel and retribu- less note courageously endured the fury of their 
tive spirit. For in the same place where he had been persecutors." 
so nobly feasted the royal duke was compelled to Lord Fountainhall gives us one scene acted in 
preside to try by torture, with the iron boot and this chamber, which will suffice as an illustration, 
thumb-screws, the passively heroic and high-spirited and so powerfully shows the spirit of the time 
adherents of that Covenant which the king had that we are tempted to quote it at length. It 
broken, while one of Scotland's most able lawyers, refers to the trial or examination of a man named 
Sir George :\Iackenzie of Rosehaugh, acted his Garnock and five other Covenanters on the 7th of 
part of King's Advocate with such un pitying October, 1681 ;- 
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zeal as to gain him the abhorrence of the people, "The King's Advocate being in Angus, sent 
among whom he is still remembered as the" Bluidy over a deputation to me to pursue; but God so 
Mackenzie." ordered it that I was freed, and Sir William Purves 
The rooms below the Parliament Hall, which eased me of the office. In fortification of what 
are still dark-one being always lighted with gas, they said before the Duke and Council, they led 
the other dimly and surrounded by a gallery-were the clerks and macers as witnesses, who deponed 
the places where the Privy Council met, and torture that they uttered those or the like words: I They 
went on, too often, almost daily at one time. declined the king, denied him to he their lawful 
Though long dedicated now" to the calm seclusion so\ ereign, and called him a tyrant and covenant- 
of literary study, they are the same that witnessed breaker.' And Forman had a knife with this 
the noble, the enthusiastic, and despairing, alike I posie graven on it-ThiS is to cut the throats oj 
prostrate at the feet of tyrants, or subjected to l)'rallts,. and said 'if the king be a tyrant, why 
their merciless sword. There Guthrie and Argyle not also cut his throat, and if they were righteous 
received the barbarous sentence of their personal judges, they would have the same on their swords, 
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like Buchanan's motto borrowed from the great 
Emperor Trajan, Pro l/Ie, sÙt lIlereor, in me.' 
Garnock having at a Committee of Council railed 
at General Dalyell, calling him (with reference to 
his service in Russia) a l\1uscovia beast who used 
to roast men, the general in a passion struck him 
with the pommel of his shable on the face till the 
blood sprung. Garnock gave in a protestation 
signed with his own hand, calling them' all bloody 
murderers and papists, and charging all the Parlia- 


of which was accordingly done; and they died 
obstinately without acknowledging any fault or 
retracting their errors, reviling and condemning their 
judges and all that differed from them. Their 
bodies were stolen up by some of their party from 
under the gibbet, and re-buried in the west kirk- 
yard." 
To understand the courage of the man who in 
such a place would defy the terrible old colonel of 
the Greys-whose ghost is at this day supposed to 
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menters to reverse the wicked laws they had made, haunt his house of Binns-we must keep in mind 
and that Popish test they had been taking, and the superstition of the time, which led the people 
to put away that sinful man (the duke) or else the to believe him bullet-proof; that if he spat, a 
judgments of God were ready to break upon the hole was burned in the earth, and that water, if 
land. Lapsley was \\iser than the other five, for poured into his jack-boots, rose at once to boiling 
he owned the king, so far as he owned the heat! 
'Covenant which he swore at his coronation at I This magnificent hall and the buildings connected 
Scone.''' Lapsley was sent in fetters to the Thieves' with it had a narrow escape in the" Great Fire" 
Hole, but the other five were found guilty by jury of 1700. It broke out in Lord Crossrig's lodging, 
of being present at a field conventicle, "and! at !\Ir. John Buchan's, near the meal-market, 
condemned to be hanged at the Gallowlee, betwixt on a night in February; and Duncan Forbes 
Edinburgh and Leith, on the loth of October; of Cullodel1 asserts ("Culloden Papers") in a letter 
their heads to be struck off and set upon pricks I to his brother the colonel, that he never beheld 
upon the Pleasance Port; Forman's hand" who a more vehement fire; that 400 f.1.milies were 
had the said knife, to be cut off (while) alive; all, burned out, and that from the Cowgate upwards 
21 
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to the High Street 
upon another. 
"The Parliament House very hardly escapt," 
he continues, "all registers confounded; derks, 
chambers, and processes, in such a confusion, that 
. the lords and officers of state are just now met in 
Rosse's taverne in order to adjourning of the 
sessione by reason of the dissorder. Few people 
are lost, if any at all; but there was neither heart 
nor hand left amongst them for saveing from the 
fyre, nor a drop of water in the cisterns; 20,000 
hands flitting their trash they knew not wher, and 
hardly 20 at work; these babells of ten and four- 
teen story high, are down to the ground, and 
their fall very terrible. Many rueful spectacles, 
Two mounted trumpeters, with coats and banners, bare- 
such as Crossrig, naked, with a child under his headed. 
oxter, hopping for his Iyffe; the Fish Mercate, Two pursuivants in coats and foot man tIes, ditto. 
and all from the Cowgate to Pett-streets Close, Sixty-three Commi
sioners for burghs on horseback, two 
burnt; the Exchange, vaults and coal-cellars under and two, each having a lackey on foot; the odd number 
the Parliament Close, are stilI burning." walking alone. 
Seventy-seven Commis.sioners for shires, mounted and 
Many of the houses that were burned on this covered, each having two lackeys on foot. 
occasion were fourteen storeys in height, seven of Fifty-one Lord Barons in their robes, riding two and two, 
which were below the level of the Close on the each having a gentleman to support his train, and three 
south side. These houses had been built about lackeys on foot, wearing above their liveries velvet coats 
twenty years before by Thomas Robertson brewer with the arms of their respective Lorcls on the breasl and 
h . 0 . 0 ' h b 0 h G ' fi . :, back embossed on plate, or embroidered in gold or silver. 
a t nvmg cltlzen, w ose tom 111 t e rey nars Nineteen Viscounts:\S the former. 
Churchyard had an inscription, given in Mon- Sixty Earls a.s the former. 
teith's Theatre of Mortality, describing him as Four trumpeters, two and two. 
"remarkable for piety towards God, loyalty to his Four pursuivants, two and two. 
king and love to his country." He had given the The heralds, Islay, Ross, Rothesay, Albany, Snowdon, 
C ' f h . h d b b d h C and :\farchmont, in their tabards, two and two, barehea(
"d. 
ovenant out 0 IS an to e urne at t e ross Th L d I K o t A . h o t b d - th h 0 
o o. e or .yon 109 a rms, In IS a ar , WI C all1, 
111 1661 on the Restoratlon; and now It was re- robe, bâton, and foot mantIe. 
membered exultingly" that God in his providence The Sword of Slate, borne by the Earl of Mar. 
had sent a burning among his lands." The Sceptre, borne by the Earl of Crawford. >-i 
But Robertson was beyond the reach of earthly 
 THE h CROWN' f F -< ::; 
o o. . 
 Borne by I e Earl 0 onar. 
 
retnbution, as his tomb bears that he died on the :8 The purse and commission, borne by the Earl of s::: 
21St of September, 1686, in the 63rd year of his '" Morton 
 
'" . 
 
age, with the addendum, Vivit post funera 1'irtus- 1: THE DUKE OF QUEENSRERRY, LORD HIGH ii! 
" Virtue survives the grave." E-< COMMISSIONER, 
. "'ith his servants, pages, and footmen. 
Before we come to record the great natIOnal Four DuJ..es, two and two. 
tragedy which the Parliament House witnessed in Genllemen bearing their trains, and each having eight 
1707-for a tragedy it was then deemed by the lackeys. 
Scottish people-it may be interesting to describe Six Marquises, each having six lackeys. 
the yearly ceremony called "the Riding of the The Duke of Argyle, Colonel of the Horse Guards. 
o . ' A squadron of Horse Guards. 
Parhament," m state, from the Palace to the Hall, 
as described by Arnot and others, on the 6th of The Lord High Commissioner was recehoed 
May, 1703. there, at the door of the JTous
, by the Lord 
The central streets of the city and Canongate, High Constable and the Farl Marischal, between 
being cleared of all vehicles, and a lane formed whom he was led to the tllfone, followed by the 
by their being inrailed on both sides, none were Usher of the White Rod, while, amid the blowing 
permitted to enter but those who fonned the of trumpets, the regalia were laid upon the table 
procession, or were officers of the Scottish I before it. 
regulars, and the trained bands in full uniform. I The year 1706, before the assembling of the last 
Outside these rails the streets were lined by the Parliament, in the old hall, was peculiarly favouraLle 
Scottish Horse Grenadier Guards, from the Palace I to any attempt for the then exiled House of Stuart 


, 
scarcely one stone was left porch westwards; next in order stood the Scottish 
Foot Guards (two battalions, then as now), under 
General Sir George Ramsay, up to the Netherbow 
Port; from thence to the Parliament House, and 
to the bar thereof, the street was lined by the 
trained bands of the city, the Lord High Con- 
stable's Guards, and those of the Earl Marischal. 
The former official being seated in an arm-chair, at 
the door of the House, received the officers, while 
the members being assembled at the Palace of 
Holyrood, were then summoned by name, by the 
Lord Clerk Registrar, the Lord Lyon King of 
Arms, and the heralds, with trumpets sounding, 
after which the procession began, thus :- 
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to regain the throne; for the proposed union I of the Tweed, that, as Macaulay says, they could 
with England had inflamed. t
 a perilous del?ree I not possibly have 
ontinued for one year m
re "on 
the passions and the patnotIsm of the nation. the terms on which they had been dunng the 
In August the equivalent money sent to Scotland preceding century, and that there must have been 
as a blind to the people for their full participation between them either absolute union or deadly 
in the taxes and old national debt of England, was enmity; and their enmity would bring frightful 
pompously brought to Edinburgh in twelve great I calamities, not on themselves alone, but on all the 
waggons, and conveyed to the Castle, escorted by civilised world. Their union would be the best 
a regiment of Scottish cavalry, as Defoe tells us, I security for the prosperity of both, for the internal 
amid the railing, the reproaches, and the deep I tranquillity of the island, for the just balance of 
curses of the people, who then thought of nothing power among European states, and for the immuni- 
but war, and viewed the so-called equivalent as ties of all Protestant countries." 
the price of their Scottish fame, liberty, and As the Union debates went on, in vain did the 
honour. eloquent Belhaven, on his knees and in tears, 
In their anathemas, we are told that they spared beseech the House to save Scotland from extinc- 
not the very horses which drew the waggons, and on tion and degradation; in vain did the nervous 
the return of the latter from the fortress their fury Fletcher, the astute and wary Lockhart, plead for 
could no longer be restrained, and, unopposed by the fame of their forefathers, and denounce the 
the sympathising troops, they dashed the vehicles measure which was to close the legislative hall 
to pieces, and assailed the drivers with volleys of for ever. " Many a patriotic heart," says Wilson, 
stones, by which many of them were severely "throbbed amid the dense crowd that dailyassem- 
injured bled in the Parliament Close, to watch the decision 
"It was soon discovered, after all," says Dr. of the ðcottish Estates on the detestable scheme 
Chambers, " that only ;/;100,000 of the money was of a union with England. Again and again its fate 
specie, the rest being in Exchequer bills, which the trembled in the balance, but happily for Scotland, 
Bank of England had ignorantly supposed to be English bribes outweighed the mistaken zealot 
welcome in all parts of Her 
lajesty's dominions. Scottish patriotism and Jacobitism, united against 
This gave rise to new clamours. It was said the the measure." 
English had tricked them by sending paper instead On the 25th of March, 1707, the treaty of 
of money. Bills, payable 400 miles off, and which union was ratified by the Estates, and on the 22nd 
if lost or burned would be irrecoverable, were a of April the ancient Parliament of Scotland ad- 
pretty price for the obligation Scotland had come journed, to assemble no more. On that occasion 
under to pay English taxes." the Chancellor Seafield marle use of a brutal jest, 
In the following year, during the sitting of the for which, says Sir Walter Scott, his countrymen 
Union Parliament, a terrible tumult arose in the should have destroyed him on the spot. 
west, led by two men named Montgomery and It is, of course, a matter of common history, 
Finlay. The latter had been a sergeant in the that the legislative union between ðcotland and 
Royal Scots, and this enthusiastic veteran burned I England was carried by the grossest bribery and 
the articles of Union at the Cross of Glasgow, and corruption; but the sums actually paid to mem- 
with the little sum he had received on his discharge, bers who sat in that last Parliament are not per- 
enlisted men to march to Edinburgh, avowing his haps so well known, and may be curious to the 
intention of dispersing the Union Parliament, reader. 
sacking the House, and storming the Castle. In During some financial investigations which were 
the latter the troops were on the alert, and the in progress in 171 1 Lockhart discovered and 
guns and beacons were in readiness. The mob made public thatthe sum of ;/;20,540 175. 7d. had 
readily enough took the veteran's money, but been secretly distributed by Lord Godolphin, the 
melted away on the march; thus, he was captured Treasurer of England, among the baser members ot 
and brought in a prisoner to the Castle, escorted by I the Scottish Parliament, for the purpose of inducing 
25 0 dragoons, and the Parliament continued its I them to vote for the extinction of their country, 
sitting without much interruption. and in his" Memoirs of Scotland from the Accession 
The Articles of Union were framed by thirty of Queen Anne," he gives us the following list of 
commissioners acting for England and thirty acting I the receivers, with the actual sum which \\as paid 
for Scotland; and though the troops of both coun- I to each, and this list was confirmed on oath by 
tries were then fighting side by side on the Conti- D:ivid Earl of Glasgow, the Treasurer Deputy of 
nent, such were their mutual relations on each side I Scotland. 
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110 4 IS 7 
300 0 0 
200 0 0 
20000 
200 0 0 
1000 0 0 
500 0 0 
200 0 0 
3 00 00 
jOO 0 0 
200 0 0 
100 0 0 
50 0 0 
200 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
200 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
50 u 0 


T<, the Earl of Marchmunt 
Farl of Crumarty 
Lord I'restonhall. . . 
Lore I Ormiston, Lord 1m.tice Clerk 
I Juke of Montrose. - 
I Juke of Athole 
Fal'l of ßalcarri'i 
I. arl of Dunmore 
Lord Anstruther 
Stewart of Castle Stewart 
Earl of Eglinton 
Lord Fraser . '" 
Lonl Cessnock (afterwards Pohvorth) 
\[r. John Camphell 
Farl of FOI-far . 
Sir Kenneth Mackenzie . 
Earl of Glencairn 
Earl of Kintore 
Earl of Finlllater 
John Muir, Provo.t of Ayr 
Lord Forhes . 
Earl of Seafìcld (afterward, Find- 
later) 4<)0 0 0 
Marquis of Tweed,lale 1000 0 0 
Duke of Koxhurghe 500 0 0 
I unl Elihank 50 0 0 
I on I HanfT . . II 2 0 
Major Cunninghame of EckaU 100 0 0 
Bearer of the Treaty of Union 60 0 0 
Sir William Sllarp. 300 0 0 
('oultrain, Pnl\'o,t of \\'igton . 25 0 0 
" \Ir. Alexander \\'edderhllln 75 0 0 
High Commissiun"r ((
uc"n,hcrry) I 
,325 0 0 


.l
0.5-l0 17 7 


d. 


I Ere the consummation, Jamt's nuke of Hamilton 
and J.lmes Earl of Uute quitted" the I rouse in dis- 
gust and dispair, to return to it no more." 
The corrupt state of the Scottish peerage can 
scarcely excite surpri
e when we find that, accord- 
ing to Stair's Decisions, Lord Pitsligo, hut a few 
years before this, purloined Lord Coupar's watch, 
they at the time" being sitting in Parliament: " 
Under terror of the Edinburgh mobs, who nearly 
tore the Chancellor and others limb from limb in the 
streets, one half of the signatures were appendeå to 
the treaty in a cellar of a house, No 177, High 
Street, opposite the Tron Church, named "the 
Union Cellar;" the rest were appended in an arbour 
which then adorned the Garden of i\'loray House 
in the Canongate; and the moment this was accolll_ 
plished, QueensberTy and the conspirators-for 
such they really seem to have heen-/led to Englantl 
hefore daybreak, with the duplicate of the treaty. 
.'\. bitter song, known as .. The Curses," was long 
after sung in every street. 


.. Cnr,'d he the P_pist, who withdrew 
The king to their pcrsua>.ion ; 
Cllr
'd he the Covenanting crew 
\\'1.10 gav"" the fir,t occ,,,;on. 



Parliament House ] 


THE n.\RK. _\r.F.. 


16 5 


Curs'd be the wretch who seiæd the throne, 
And marred our Constitution ; 
And curs'd be they who helped on 
That wicked Revolution. 


.. Curs'd be those traitorous traitors "ho 
By their perfidious knavery, 
Have brought our nation now unto 
An everlasting slavery. 
Curs'd be the Parliament that day, 
\\ ho gave their confirmation; 
And cursed be every whining Whig, 
I"or they have damned the nation!" 


We have shown what the representation of 
Scotland was, in the account of the Riding of the 
Parliament. By the Treaty of Pnion the number 
was cut down to sixty-one for both Houses, and 
the generJ.I effects of it were long remembered in 
Scotland with bitterness and reprehension, and 
generations went to their grave ere the long-pro- 
mised prosperity came. Ruin and desolation fell 
upon the country; in the towns the grass grew 
round the market-crosses; the east coast trade was 
destroyed, and the west was as yet undeveloped; 
all the arsenals were emptied, the fortresses dis- 
armed, and two royal palaces fell into ruin. 
The devarture of the king to London in 1603 
caused not the slightest diffen::nce in Edinburgh; 
but the Union seemed to achieve the irre- 
parable ruin of the capital and of the nation. Of 
the fonner Robert Chambers S:lYS :-" From the 
Union, up to the middle üf the 18th century, the 
existence of the city seems to have been a perfect 


blank! No improvements of any sort marked the 
period. On the contrary, an air of gloom and 
depression pervaded the city, such as distinguished 
its history at 110 former period. A tinge was com- 
municated even to the manners and fashions of 
society, which were remarkable for stiff reserve, 
precise moral carriage, and a species of decorum 
amounting almost to moroseness, sure indications, 
it is to be supposed, of a time of adversity and 
humiliation. In short, this may be called, no 
less appropriately than emphatically, the dark age 
(/f EdÙzburgh." 
Years of national torpor and accepted degradation 
followed, and to the Scot who ventured south but 
a sorry welcome was accorded; yet from this state 
of things Scotland rose to what she is to-day, by 
her 0\\ n exertions, unaided, and often obstructed. 
A return made to the House of Commons in 1710 
shows that the proportion of the imperial revenue 
contributed by Scotland was only 2! per cent., 
whereas, by the year 1866, it had risen to 14t per 
cent. During that period the revenue of England 
increased 800 per cent, while that of Scotland 
increased 2,500 per cent., thus showing that there 
is no country in Europe which has made such 
vast material progress; and to seek for a parallel 
case we must turn to Australia or the United 
States ot America; but it is doubtful if those who 
sat in the old Parliament House on that 25th of 
March, 1707, least of all such patriots as lord 
Banff, when he pocketed his L I I 2S., could, m the 
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wildest imagery, have foreseen the Edinburgh and 
the Scotland of to-day! 
Till so lately as [779 the Parliament House, 
retained the divisions, furnishing, and-save the 
royal portraits-other features, which it had borne 
in the days when Scotland had a national legislature. 
Since that time the associations of this hall --the 
Westminster Hall of Edinburgh-are only such as 
relate to men eminent in the College of Justice, for 
learning or great legal lore, among whom we may 
note Duncan Forbes, Lords Monboddo and Kames, 
Hume, Erskine, and Mackenzie, and, indeed, 
nearly all the men of note in past Scottish literature. 
"Our own generation has witnessed there Cock- 
burn, Brougham, Horner, Jeffrey, and Scott, sharing 
in the grave offices of the court, or taking a part in the 
broad humour and wit for which the members of 
'the Faculty' are so celebrated; and still the visitor 
to this learned and literary lounge cannot fail to be 
gratified in a high degree, while watching the differ- 
ent groups who gather in the HJ.I\, and noting the 
lines of thought or humour, and the infinite variety 
of physiognomy for which the wigged and gowned 
loiterers of the Law Courts are peculiarly famed." 


[Parliament House. 


The Hall is now open from where the throne 
stood to the great south window. Once it was 
divided into two portions-the 30uthern separated 
from the rest by a screen, accommodated the Court 
of Session; the northern, comprising a subsection 
used for the Sheriff Court, was chiefly a kind of 
lobby, and was degraded by a set of little booths, 
occupied as taverns, booksellers' shops, and toy- 
shops, like those in the Krames. Among others, 
Creech had a stall; and such was once the condition 
of Westminster Hall. Spottiswoode of that ilk, 
who published a work on "Forms of Process," 
in 17 [8, records that there were then" two keepers 
of the session-house, who had small salaries to do 
the menial offices there, and that no small part of 
their annual perquisites came from the krallltrs in 
the outer haiL" 
The great Hall is now used as a promenade and 
waiting-room by the advocates and other practi- 
tioners connected with the supreme courts, and 
during the sitting of these presents a very animated 
scene; and there George IV. was received in kingly 
state at a grand banquet, on his visit to the city 
in [822. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 
THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE-(c.l1Idudt'd). 


The Faculty of Advocates-The Writers to the Signet-Solicitors before the Supreme Court-The First Lords of Session-The Law Courts- 
The Court of Session: the Outer and Inner Houses-College of Justice-Supreme Judicature COllrt-lt.s Corrupt Nature-How JU!'ttice used 
to be defeated-Abduction of Lord Durie-Some Notable Senators of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries: Lords Founlainhall, 
Covington, ltfonboddo, Kames, Hdiles, Gardenstone. Arniston J Balmuto. and Hermand. 


THE Faculty of Advocates-who are privileged to ' 
plead in any court in Scotland, and in all Scottish 
appeals before the House of Lords-is a body, 
of course, inseparably connected, as yet, with the 
old Parliament House. From among that body 
the judges of the supreme courts and sheriffs of 
the various counties are selected. It is the most 
distinguished corporate body in Scotland, and of 
old, especially, was composed of the represen- 
tatives alike of the landed aristocracy, the rank 
and intellect of Scotland; and for more than three 
centuries the dignity of the Scottish bench and bar 
has been maintained by a succession of distin- 
guished men, illustrious, not only in their own 
peculiar department of legal knowledge, but in 
t1Iost branches of literature and science; and it has 
produced some men whose works are read and whose 
influence is felt wherever the language of Great 
BritJ.in is known. 
The whole internal economy of the legal bodies, 
and of the courts of law, is governed by the Acts 


of Sederunt. We find, in 1674, Charles II., in 
consequence of a difference having arisen between 
the Faculty and the Lords of Session, banished the 
whole of the former twelve miles from Edinburgh. 
The subject in dispute was whether any appeal 
lay from the Court of Session to the Parliament. 
It is obvious that in this contest between dIe bench 
and the bar, law and the practice of the court, 
independent of expediency, could alone be con- 
sidered, and the Faculty remained banished until 
the unlimited supremacy of the Court should be 
acknowledged; but what would those sturdy ad- 
vocates of the seventeenth century have thought of 
appeals to a Parliament sitting at Westminster? 
In [702 the Faculty became again embroiled. 
Upon the accession of Queen Anne a new Parlia. 
ment was not summoned, that which sat during 
the reign of her predecessor being re-assembled. 
The Duke of Hamilton and seventy-nine members 
protested against this as being illegal, and withdrew 
from the House. The Faculty of Advocates passed 
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a vote among themselves in favour of that protest, I by James V., and held its first sederunt in the 
declaring it to be founded on the laws of the realm, old Tolbooth on the 27th of May, 1532, it 
for which they were prosecuted before Parliament, was first projected by his uncle, the Regent- 
and sharply reprimanded, a circumstance which Duke of Albany. The Court originally consisted 
gave great offence to the nation. of the Lord Chancellor, the Lord President, 
The affairs 01 the Faculty are managed by a fourteen Lords Ordinary, or Senators (one-half 
Dean, or President, a Treasurer, Clerk, and se- clergy and one-half laity), and afterwards an inde- 
]ected Council; and, besides the usual branches finite number of supernumerary judges, designated 
of a liberal education, those who are admitted Extraordinary Lords. The annual expenses of 
as advocates must have gone through a regular this Court were defrayed from the revenues of 
course of civil and Scottish law. the clergy, who bitterly, but vainly, remonstrated 
Connected with the Court of Session is the against this taxation. It may not be uninteresting 
Society of Clerks, or Writers to the Royal Signet, to give here the names of the first members of the 
whose business it is to subscribe the writs that Supreme Judicature :- 
pass under that signet in Scotland, and practise as Alexander, Abhot of Cambuskenneth, Lord 
attorneys hefore the Courts of Session, Justiciary, President; Richard Bothwell, Rector of Askirk 
and the Jury Court The office of Keeper of the (whose father was Provost of Edinburgh in the 
Signet is a lucrative one, but is performed by a time of James 111.); John Dingwall, Provost of 
deputy. The qualifications for admission to this the Trinity Church; Henry White, Dean of 
body are an apprenticeship for five years with one of Brechin; William Gibson, Dean of Restalrig; 
the members, after two years' attendance at the Uni- Thomas Hay, Dean of Dunbar; Robert Reid, 
versity, and on a course of lectures on conveyancing Abbot of Kinloss; George Kerr, Provost of 
given by a lecturer appointed by the Sbciety, and Dunglass; Sir William Scott of Balwearie; Sir 
also on the Scottish law class in the University. John Campbell of Lundie; Sir James Colville 
Besides these Writers to the Signet, who enjoy of Easter Wemyss; Sir Adam Otterburne of 
the right of conducting exclusively certain branches Auldhame; Nicolas Crawford of Oxengangs; Sir 
of legal procedure, there is another, but inferior, Francis Bothwell (who was provost of the city 
society of practitioners, who act as attorneys be- in (535); and James Lawson of the Highriggs. 
fore the various Courts, in which they were of long The memoirs which have been preserved of 
standing, but were only incorporated in 1797, under the administration of justice by the Court of 
the title of Solicitors before the Supreme Courts. Session in the olden time are not much to its 
The Judges of the Courts of Session and J us- honour. The arbitrary nature of it is referred to 
ticiary, with members of these before-mentioned by Buchanan, and in the time of James VI. we 
corporate bodies, and the officers of Court, f()rm find the Lord Chancellor, Sir Alexander Seaton 
the College of Justice instituted by James V., and (Lord Fyvie in 1598), superintending the lawsuits 
of which the Judges of the Court of Session enjoy of a friend, and instructing him in the mode and 
the title of Senators. manner in which they should be conducted. But 
The halls for the administration of justice imme- Scott of Scotstarvit gives us a sorry account of 
diately adjoin the Parliament House. The Court this peer, who owed his prefern1ent to Anne of 
of Session is divided into what are named the Denmark. The strongest proof of the corrupt 
Outer and Inner Houses. The former consists of nature of the Court is given us by the Act passed 
five judges, or Lords Ordinary, occupying separate by the sixth parliament of James VI., in 1579, 
Courts, where cases are heard for the first time; by which the Lords were prohibited, "No uther be 
the latter comprises two Courts, technically known thamselves, or be their wives, or servantes, to take 
a<; the First and Second Divisions. Four Judges in ony times cumming, bud, bribe, gudes, or geir, 
sit in each of these, and it is before them that fra quhat-sum-ever person or persones presently 
litigants, if dissatisfied with the Outer House deci- havand, or that hereafter sail happen to have 
sion, may bring their cases for final judgment, ony actions or causes persewed before them," 
unless afterwards they indulge in the expensive under pain of confiscation (Glendoick's Acts, fol.). 
luxury of appealing to the House of Lords. The necessity for this law p/.J.inly evinces that 
The Courts of the Lords Ordinary enter from the secret acceptance of bribes must have been 
the corridor at the south end of the great hall, and common among the judges of the time; while, 
those of the Inner House from a long lobby on the I in other instances, the warlike spirit of the people 
east side of it. paralysed the powers of the Court. 
Although the College of Justice was instituted When a noble, or chief of rank, was summoned to 
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answer for some raid, act of treason, or murder, he 
would perhaps appear at the bar in a suit of mail, 
with as many armed men as he could muster; 
and the influence of c1anship rendered it dis- 
honourable not to shield and countenance a kins- 


[Parliament House. 


The forcible abduction of Sir Alexander Gibson, 
Lord Durie, a noted lawyer (who drew up the 
decisions of the Court from the 11th July, 1621, 
to the IGth July, I(42)-that his voice and vote 
might be absent from the decision of a case-is 
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VIEW FROM THE COWGATE OF THE BUILDINGS ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE PARLIAMENT CLOSE. 
THE HIGHEST l!UILDlNGS IN EDINBURGH. (From a Print þ"hlislted i1l 1794.) 


man, whatever dark deed he might have done. I well known, but told incorrectly, in the ball3d on 
At the trial of Bothwell, for the murder of Damley, the subject. It appears that in September, IGOI, 
hefore the Earl of Argyll as hereditary Lord High I Lord Durie was carried off from the neighbour- 
Justice, the latter had a guard of two hundred hood of St. Andrews by George Meldrum younger 
hackbuttiers, with matches lighten, to enforce the I of Dumbreck, and taken to Northumberlann, where 
authority of the Court; before which the former he was kept for eight days in the Castle of Har- 
came armed, while four thOUSa1ld of his followers bottle, while his friends 3nd family, unable to ac- 
in arms were drawn up at the door, thus enabling count for his mysterious disappearance, believed 
him to outbrave judges and jury alike. him to be dead, or spirited away by the fairies. 
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It has been said-with what truth it is impos- 
sible to tell-that, when Cromwell appointed 
eleven Commissioners (three of whom were Eng- 
lishmen) for the administration of justice at Edin- 
burgh, their decisions were most impartial; and, 
on hearing them lauded after the Restoration had 
replaced the old lords on the Bench, the Presi- 
dent, Gilmour of Craigmillar, said, angrily, " Deil 
thank them-a wheen kinless loons!" The grave 
of one of these Englishmen, George Smith, was 


of Lady St. Clair to solicit Lady Betty Elphing- 
ston (Elizabeth Primrose of Carrington) and Lady 
Dun. My lord promises to back his lady, and 
to ply both their lords; also Leven and his cousin 
Murkle (a Lord of Session in 1733). He is your 
good friend, and wishes success; he is jealous 
Mrs. Mackie will side with her cousin Beattie. St. 
Clair says Leven has only once gone 'wrong upon 
Ids hand since he was a Lord of Session. Mrs. 
Kinloch has been with Miss Pringle, Newhall. 


G I L E S' S C H U R C H 


PLA'I OF THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE AND LAW COURTS. 


Scltle 0' Fe.'. 
o '0 2, 0 80 40 10 _, 0 r.D .0 .0 'ctO Ft 


long pointed 
he was buried 
Diary). 
So far down as 1737 traces of bribery and in- 
fluence in the Court are to be found, and proof 
of this is given in the curious and rare book 
named the" COlirt of Session Garland." 
In a lawsuit, pending 23rd November, 1735, 
Thomas Gibson of Durie, agent for Foulis of 
\\o'oodhall, writes to his employer thus :-" I have 
spoken to Strachan, and several of the lords, who 
are all surprised Sir F. (Francis Kinloch, Bart., of 
Gilmerton) should stand that plea. By Lord St. 
Clair's advice, 1\Irs. Kinloch is to wait on Lady 
Cairnie to-morrow, to cause her to ask the fävour 


out in the abbey church, where Young Dr. Pringle is a good agent there, and 
by torchlight in 1657. (Lamont's discourses Lord Newhall strongly on the lmi' of 


22 


nature." 
Lord Newhall was Sir Walter Pringle, Knight, 
son of the Laird of Stitchill, Lord of Session in 
1718. But such would seem to have been the 
influences that were used to obtain decisions in 
the olden time; and, before quitting the subject of 
the Parliament House we may recall a few of the 
most notable senators, the memory of whose names 
still lingers there. 
The most distinguished lawyer of the seven- 
teenth century was undoubtedly Sir John Lauder, 
Lord Fountainhall, son of a bailie of Edinburgh. 
He was born there in 1646; and, after being at 
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the old High School in 1659, and studying law 
at Leyden, became a memLJer of the Faculty of 
Advocates on the 5th June, 1668, from which 
period he began industriously to record the deci- 
sions of the Court of Session. He was one of the 
counsel for the Earl of Argyll in 1681, and four 
years after was M.P. for West Lothian. To the 
arbitrary measures of the Scottish Government he 
offered all constitutional resistance, and for his 
zeal in support of the Protestant religion was ex- 
posed to some trouble and peril in 1686. He 
firmly opposed the attempt of James VII. to 
abolish the penal laws against Roman Catholics in 
Scotland; and in 1692 was offered the post of 
Lord Advocate, which he bluntly declined, not 
being allowed to prosecute the perpetrators of the 
massacre of Glencoe, which has left an indelible 
stain on the memory of William of Orange. He 
was regular in his attendance during the debates 
on the Union, against which he voted and pro- 
tested; but soon after age and infirmity com- 
pelled him to resign his place in the Justiciary 
Court, and afterwards that on the Bench. He 
died in 1722, leaving behind him MSS., which are 
preserved in ten folio and three quarto volumes, 
many of which have been published more than 
once. 
Few senators have left behind them so kindly 
a memory as Alexander Lockhart, Lord Covington, 
so called from his estate in Lanarkshire. His 
paternal grandfather was the celebrated Sir George 
Lockhart, President of the Court of Session: his 
maternal grandfather was the Earl of Eglinton; 
and his father was Lockhart of Carnwath, author 
of the" Memoirs of Scotland." 
He had been at the Bar from 17 22, and, when 
appointed to the Bench, in 1774, had long borne 
the reputation of being one of the most able 
lawyers of the age, yet he never realised more 
than a thousand a-year by his practice. He lived 
in a somewhat isolated mansion, near the Parlia- 
ment Close, which eventually was used as the 
Post Office. Lockhart and Fergusson (afterwards 
Lord Pitfour, in 1764), being rival advocates, were 
usually pitted against each other in cases of 
importance. After the battle of Culloden, says 
Robert Chambers, "many violently unjust, as well 
as bloody measures, were resorted to at Carlisle in 
the disposal of the prisoners, about seventy of 
whom came to a barbarous death." Messrs. Lock- 
hart and Fergusson, indignant at the treatment 
of the poor Highlanders, and the unscmpulous 
measures of the English authorities to procure con- 
victions, set off for Carlisle, arranging with each 
other that Lockhart should examine the evidence, 


while Fergusson pleaded, and addressed the jury. 
Offering their services, these were gladly accepted 
by the unfortunates whom defeat had thrown at 
the mercy of the Government. Each lawyer 
exerted his abilities with the greatest solicitude, 
but with little or no effect; national and political 
rancour inflamed all against the prisoners. The 
jurors of Carlisle had been so terrified by the 
passage of the Highland army--orderly and peace- 
ful though it was-that they deemed everything 
like tartan a perfect proof of guilt; and they were 
utterly incapable of discriminating the amount of 
complicity in any particular prisoner, but sent all 
who came before them to the human shambles- 
for such the place of execution was then named- 
before the Castle-gate. At length one of the two 
Scottish advocates fell upon an expedient, which 
he deemed might prove effectual, as eloquence had 
failed. He desired his servant to dress himself in 
a suit of tartan, and skulk about in the neighbour- 
hood of Carlisle, till he was arrested, and, in the 
usual fashion, accused of being .. a rebel." As 
such the man was found guilty by the English 
jury, and would have been condemned had not 
his master stood forth, and claimed him as his 
servant, proving beyond all dispute that he had 
been in immediate attendance on himself during 
the whole time the Highland army had been in 
the field. 
This staggered even the Carlisle jury, and, when 
aided by a few caustic remarks from the young and 
indignant advocate, made them a little more cau- 
tious in their future proceedings. So high was the 
estimation in which Lockhart of Covington (who 
died in 1782) WjlS held as an advocate, that Lord 
N ewton-a senator famous for his extraordinary 
judicial talents and social eccentricities-when at 
the Bar wore his gown till it was in tatters; and 
when, at last, he was compelled to have a new 
one made, he had a fragment of the neck of the 
original sewed into it, that he might still boast he 
wore" Covington's gown." Lord Newton, famous 
in the annals of old legal convivialia, died so late 
as October, 1811. 
Covington, coadjutor to Lord Pitfour, alwJ.Ys 
wore his hat when on the Bench, being afflicted 
with weak eyes. 
Lords Monboddo and Kames, though both 
learned senators, are chiefly remembered for 
their eccentricities, some of which would now 
be deemed vulgarities. 
The former, James Burnet, who was raised to 
the Bench in 1767, once embroiled himself in a 
law-plea respecting a horse, which belonged to 
himself. He had committed the animal, when ill, 
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to the care of a farrier, with orders for the ad- daughter's death, by consumption, at Braid Farm, 
ministration of certam medicines; but the farrier ill 1790. He kept her portrait covered with black 
went beyond these, and mixed in it a consider- cloth; at this he would often look sadly, without 
able quantity of treacle. As the horse died next Jifting it, and then turn to his volume of Herodotus. 
morning, Lord Monboddo raist:d a prosecution for He died in 1799. 
its value, and pleaded his own cause at the Bar. The other eccentric we have referren to was 
He lost the case, and was so enraged against his Henry Home, Lord Kames, who was equally dis. 
brother judges that he never afterwards sat with tinguished for his literary abilities, his metaphysical 
them on the Bench, but underneath, among the subtlety, and wonderful powers of conversation; 
clt:rks. This case was both a remarkable and an yet he was strangely accustomt:d to apply towarns 
amusing one, from the mass of Roman law quoted his intimates a coarse term which he invariably 
on the occasion. used, and this peculiarity is well notcd by Sir Walter 
Though hated and despised by his brethren for Scott in "Rt:dgauntlet." He was raised to the 
his oddities, Lord l\Ionboddo was one of the most Bench in 1752, and afterwards lived in New Street, 
learned and upright judges of his time. "His in a house then ranking as one of the first in the 
philosophy," says Sir Walter Scott," as is well city. The catalogue of his printed works is a very 
known, was of a fanciful and somewhat fantastic long one. 
character; but his learning was deep, and he pos- On retiring from the Bench he took a public 
sessed a singular power of eloquence, which re- farewell of his brother judges. After a solemn 
minded tht: hearer of the os rotrmdll11l of the Grove and pathetic speech, and shaking hands all round, 
or Academe. Enthusiastically partial to classical as he was quitting the Court, he turned round, 
habits, his entert:iÏnmcnts were always given in the and exclaimed, in his familiar manner, "}<'are ye 
evening, when there was a circulation of excellent a' weel, ye auld -" here using his customary 
Bordeaux, in flasks garlanded with roses, which expression. A day or two before his death he 
were also strewed on the table, after the manner told Dr, Cullen that he earnestly wished to be 
of Horace." away, as he was exceedingly curious to learn the 
The best society in Edinburgh was always to be manners of another world; adding, "Doctor, as I 
found at Ills house in 81. John's Street, Canongate. never could be idle in this world, I shall gladly 
His youngest daughter, a lady of amiable dis- perform any task that may be imposed upon me 
position and of surpassing beauty, which Burns in the next." He died in December, 17 82 , in 
panegyrised, is praised in one of the papers of his 87th year. 
the Mirror as rt.'jecting the most flattering and Sir David Dalrymple, Lord Hailes, the annalist 
advantageous opportunities of settlement in mar- of Scotland, was raised to the Bench in 1766. He 
riage, that she might amuse her father's loneliness had studied law at Utrecht, and was distinguished 
and nurse his old age. for his strict integrity, unwearied diìigence, and dig- 
He was the earliest patron of one of the best nityof manner, but he was more conspicuous as 
scholars of his time, Professor John Hunter, who I a scholar and author than as a senator, His re- 
was for many years his secretary, and wrote the searches were chiefly direcIed to the history and 
first and best volume of his lordship's" Treatise on antiquities of his native country; and his literary 
the Origin of Languages." When Lord Monboddo ,labours extended over a period of close on forty 
travelled to London he always did so on horse- years. At his dea
h, in 179 2 , an able funeral 
back, On his last journey thither he got no I sermon was preached by the well-known Dr. 
farther than Dunbar. His nephew inquiring the Alexander Carlyle of Inveresk; and, as no will 
reason of this, "Oh, George," said he, "I find I could be found, the heir-male was about to take 
am noo aughty.four." The manners of Lord Mon- possession of his estates, to the exclusion of his 
boddo were ao; odd as his personal appearance. daughter, but some months after, when she was 
He has been described as looking "more like an about to give up New Hailes, and quit the house 
old stuffed monkey dressed in judge's robes than in New Street, one was found behind a window- 
anything else;" and so convinced is he said to shutter, in the latter place, and it secured her in 
have been of his fantastic theory of human tails the pos!iession of all, till her own death, which 
that, when a child was born in his house he would took place forty years after. 
watch at the chamber door, in order to see it in its Francis Gardner, Lord Gardenstone, appointed 
first state, as he had an idea that midwives cut the in 1764, was one of those ancient heroes of the 
tails off: Bar, who, after a night of hard drinking, would, 
He never recovered the shock of his beautiful without having been in bed, or studying a case, 
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plead with great eloquence upon what they had he used to measure out the utmost time that was 
picked up from the opposite counsel. When allowed for a judge to deliver his opinion; and 
acting as a volunteer against the Highland army, Lord Arniston would never allow another word to 
in 1745, he fell into the hands of Colonel John be uttered after the last grain had run, and was 
Roy Stewart, and was nearly hanged as a spy at frequently seen to shake ominously this oln-fashionen 
Musselburgh Bridge. He was author of several chronometer in the faces of his learned brethren if 
literary works; but had many strange fancies, in they became vague or tiresome. He was a jovial 
which he seemed to indulge with a view to his old lord, in whose house, when Sheriff Cockburn 
health, which was always valetudinarian. He had liven there as a boy, in 1750, sixteen hogsheads 
a curious predilection for pigs, and once had a , of claret were used yearly. Uf him the President 
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INTERIOR OF THE JUSTICIARY COURT.- 


young one, which followed him like a dog' Dalrymple said: "I knew the great lawyers of 
wherever he went, and slept in 11Ís bed. When the last age-l\1ackenlÌe, Lockhart, and my own 
it attained the years and bulk of swinehood this father, Stair-but Dundas excels them all!" (Cata- 
was attended with inconvenience; but, unwilling logue of the Lords, 1767.) He nied in 17 8 7. 
to part with his companion, Lord Gardenstone, Among the last specimens ot the strange Scottish 
when he undressed, laid his clothes on the floor, judges of the last century were the Lon.1s Balmuto 
as a bed for it, and that he might find his clothes and Hermann. 
warm in the winter mornings. He died at Morn- The former, Claud Boswell ot Balmuto, \\as 
ingside, near Edinburgh, in July, 1793. born in 1742, and was educated at the same 
Robert Dundas of Arniston succeeded Cul- school, in Dalkeith, with Henry Dundas, afterwards 
iodcn, in 1748, as Lord President. In his days Lord Melville; and the friendship formed by the 
it was the practice for that high official to have two boys there, lasted till the death of the peer, in 
a sand-glass before him on the Bench, with which I May, 1811. He always spoke, even on the Bench, 


. In t.he dra",\inc:: visitors are represented a
 looking down the !!.tairs leading to the cells Leiow. 
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with the strongest broad Scottish accent, and when is thus mentioned in " Peter's Letters to his Kins- 
there was fond of indulging in pungent jokes. He folk ;"-" When 'Guy Mannering' came out the 
was made a judge in 1798, and officiated as such j urlge was so delighted with the picture of the life 
till 1822. In the March of that year his friend of the old Scottish judges in that most charming 
and kinsman Sir Alexander Boswell of Auchin- novel, that he could talk of nothing else but Pley- 
leck was mortally wounded in a duel with James dell, Dandie, and the high jinks, for many weeks. 
Stuart of Dunearn, about a mile from Balmuto He usually carried one volume of the book about 
House, whither he was borne, only to die; and the with him; and one morning, on the Bench, his 
veneraLle senator, who wa:; then in his 83rd year, love for it so completely got the Letter of him that 
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RUINS IN PARLIAMENT SQUARE AFTER THE GREAT FIRE, IN NOVEMBER, 1824- (From an Elcl.ing pNblislzeå al llze lime.) 


never fully recovered the shock, ami died in July, he lugged in the subject, head and shoulders, in 
182 4. the mirlst of a speech about some dry point of 
George Fergusson, Lord Hermand, succeeded law; nay, getting warmer every moment he spoke 
Lord Braxfield in 1799, and was on the Rench of it, he at last fairly plucked the volume from his 
during all the political trials connected with the pocket, and, in spite of all the remonstrances of 
West Country seditions of 1817. He and Lord his brethren, insisted on reading aloud the whole 
Newton were great cronies and convivialists; but passage for their edification. He went through the 
the former outlived Newton and all his old last- task with his wonted vivacity, gave great effect to 
century contemporaries of the Bar, and was the every speech, and most appropriate expression to 
last link between the past and present race of every joke. During the whole scene Sir WaIter 
Scottish lawyers. On the Bench he was hastv and Scott was present-seated, indeed, in his official 
sarcastic. He was an enthusiast in the memories capacity-dose under the judge." He died at his 
of bygone days, and scorned as" priggishness" the little estate of Hermand, near Edinburgh, in 1827, 
sham decorum of the modern legal character. He, when in his 80th year, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


TilE PARLL\I\1ENT CLOSE. 


Probable Extinction of the Court of Session-Ptfemorabilia of the Parliament Close and Square-Goldsmiths of the Olden Time-George Heriot- 
His Workshop--His Interview with Jamt:s V I.-Peter \Villiamson's Tavern-Royal Exchange-Statue of Charles H.-Bank of Scotland- 
The Fire of 17oo-The Work of Restoration-John Row's Coffee-house-John's Coffee-house-Sylvester Otway-Sir W. Forbe!i's Bank- 
Sir Walter Sco,,'s Eulogy on Sir William ForLes- John Kay's Print.shop-The Parliament S<air,;- Jdmes Sibbald-A Libel Case-hre 
in June, .8a.-Dr. Archibald Pitcairn-The" Greping OIliLe"-Paintjng of King Chades's Stat"e White-Seal of Arnauld Lammius. 


A CHANGE has come over the scene of their 
labours and the system of the law which tllt:se 
old lords could never have conceived possible- 
we mean the system that is gradually extending in 
Scotland, of decentralising the legal business of the 
country-a system which stands out in strong con- 
trast to the mode of judicial centralisation now 
prevailing in England. The Scottish county 
courts have a jurisdiction almost co-extensive 
with that of the Supreme Court, while those of 
England have a jurisdiction (without consent of 
parties) to questions only of .Lso value. This gives 
them an overwhelming amount of bus:ness, while 
the supreme courts of Scotland are starved by the 
inferior competing with them in every kind of liti- 
gation. Thus the Court of Session is gradually 
dwindling away, by the active competition of the 
provincial courts, and the legal school becomes 
every day more defective for lack of legal prac- 
tice. The ultimate purpose, or end, of this system 
will, undoubtedly, lead to the disappearance of the 
Court of Session, or its amalgamation with the 
supreme courts in London will become an object 
of easy accomplishment; and then the school from 
whence the Scottish advocates and judges come, 
being non-existent, the assimilation of the Scottish 
county courts to those of England, and the sweep- 
ing away of the whole legal business of the country 
to London, must eventually follow, with, perhaps, 
the entire subjection of Scotland to the English 
courts oflaw. 
A description of the Parliament Close is given in 
the second volume of .. Peter's Letters to his Kins- 
folk," before the great fire of 1824:- 
.. The courts of justice with which all these 
eminent men are so closely connected are placed 
in and about the same range of buildings which 
in former times were set apart for the accommoda- 
tion of "the Parliament of Scotland. The main 
approach to these buildings lies through a small 
oblong square. which from this circt1mstance takes 
the name of the Parlia11lt!1lt Close. On two sides 
this close is surrounded by houses of the same 
gigantic kind of elevation, and in these, of old, 
were lodged a great proportion of the dignitaries 
and principal practitioners of the adjacent Courts. 
.\t present, however (1819), they are dedicated, 


like most of the houses in the same quarter of the 
city, to the accommodation of tradt:speople and 
inft:rior persons attached to the courts of law. 
The southern side of the square and a 
small portion of the eastern are filled with vener- 
able Gothic buildings, which for many genera- 
tions have been dedicated to the accommod.ttion 
of the courts of law, but which are now shut out 
from the eye of the public by a very ill-concei\t:d 
and tasteless front-work, of modem device, in- 
cluding a sufficient allowance of staring square 
windows, Ionic pillars, and pilasters. What beauty 
the front of the structure may have possessed in 
its original state I have no means of ascertaining; 
but Mr. Wastle (]. G. Lockhart) sighs every time 
we pass through the close, as pathetically as could 
be wished, 'over the glory that hath departed.''' 
The old Parliament House, the front of which 
has been destroyed and concealed by the arcaded 
and pillared façade referred to, we have alrearly 
described. The old Golõsmiths' Hall, on the 
west side, formed no inconsiderable feature in the 
close, where, about 1673, the first coffee-house 
established in the city was opened. 
The Edinburgh goldsmiths of the olden time 
were deemed a superior class of tradesmen, and 
were wont to appear in public with cocked hats, 
scarlet cloaks, and gold-mounted çanes, as men of 
undoubted consideration. The father of John 
Law of Lauriston, the famous financial projector, 
was the son of a goldsmith in Edinburgh, where 
he was born in April, 1671 ; but by far the most 
famous of all the craft in the old Parliament Close 
was George Heriot. 
Down to the year 1780, says a historian, perhaps 
there was not a goldsmith in Edinburgh who did 
not condescend to manual labour. In their shops 
everyone of them might have been found busy 
with some light work, and generally in a very plain 
dress, yet ever ready to serve a customer, politely 
and readily. The whole plate shops of the city 
being collected in or near the Parliament Close, 
thither it was that, till the close of the eighteenth 
century, country couples resorted-the bride to get 
her bed and table napery and trousseau; there, too, 
were got the nuptial ring, and" the silver spoons," 
and, as the goldsmiths of the city then kept scarcely 
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GEORGE HERIOT'S DRINKING CUP. 
(Designed by Aimseif.) 


any goods on hand in their shops, everything had 
to be ordered long before it was required; and it 
was always usual for the goldsmith and his cus- 
tomer to adjourn together to the Baijen Hole, an 
ancient baker's shop, the name of which has proved 
a puzzle to local antiquarians, or to John's Coffee 
House, to adjust the order and payment, through 
the medium of a dram or a stoup of mellow ale. 
Rut, as time passed on, and the goldsmiths of 
Edinburgh became more extensive in their views, 
capital, and ambition, 
the old booths in the 
Parliament Close were 
in quick succession 
abandoned for ever. 
The workshop of 
George Heriot existed 
in this neighbourhood 
till the demolition of 
Beth's Wynd and the ad- 
jacent buildings. There 
were three contiguous 
small shops, with pro- 
jecting wooden super- 
structures above them, 
that extended in a line, 
between the door of the 
old Tolbooth and that 
of the Laigh Council- 
house. They stood upon 
the site of the entrance- 
hall of the present Signet 
Library, and the central 
of these three shops was 
the booth of the im- 
mortal George Heriot, 
the founder of the great 
hospital, the goldsmith 
to King James VI.-the 
good-humoured, honest, 
and generous "Jingling Geordie" of the" Fortunes 
of Nigel." 
It measured only seven feet square! The back 
windows looked into Beth's Wynd; and, to show 
the value of local trarlition, it long appeared that 
this booth helonged to George Heriot, and it be- 
came a confirmed fact when, on the demolition of 
the latter place, his name was founrl carved above 
the door, on the stone lintel. His forge and 
bellows, as well as a stone crucible and lirl, were 
also found on clearing away the ruins, and are now 
carefully preserved in the museum of the hospital, 
to which they were presented by the late Mr. 
Robertson, of the Commercial Bank, a grateful 
"Auld Herioter." 
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H umble though this booth, after the execution 
of "the bonnie Earl of Gowrie," when the extra- 
vagance of Anne of Denmark-a devoted patron 
of George Heriot - rendered the king's private 
exchequer somewhat impaired, he was not above 
paying visits to some of the wealthier citizens in 
the Lawnmarket or Parliament Square, and, among 
others, to the royal goldsmith. The latter being 
bred to his father's business, to which in that age 
was usually added the occupation of a banker, was 
admitted a member of 
the Incorporation of 
Goldsmiths on the 28th 
May, 1588. In 1597 he 
was appointed goldsmith 
to Queen Anne, and 
soon after to the king. 
Several of the accounts 
for jewels furnished by 
him to the queen are 
inserted in Constable's 
.. Life of Heriot," pub- 
lished in 1822. 
It is related that one 
day he had been sent 
for by the king, whom 
he found seated in one 
of the rooms at Holy- 
rood, before a fire com- 
posed of cedar, or some 
other perfumed wood, 
which cast a pleasant 
fragrance around, and 
the king mentioned in- 
cidentally that it was 
quite as costly as it 
was agreeable. "If your 
majesty will visit me at 
my booth in the Par- 
liament Close," quoth 
Heriot, "I will show you a fire more costly than 
that." "Say you so!" said the king; .. then I 
will." 
On doing so, he was surprised to find that Heriot 
had only a coal fire of the usual kind. 
"Is this, then, your costly fire?" asked the 
king. 
" Wait, your highness, till I get my fuel," replied 
Heriot, who from an old cabinet or almrie took a 
bond for .(;2,000 which he had lent to James, and, 
laying it on the fire, he askerl, laughingly, "Now, 
whether is your majesty's fire in Holyrood or 
mine the most costly?" 
"Certainly yours, Master Heriot!" replied the 
king. 
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One of the shops next to the jeweller's was, 
about the middle of last century, a tavern, kept by 
the famous Peter Williamson, the returned Palatine 
(as the boys abducted from Aberdeen were called) 
who designated himself on his signboard as 
"from the other world." Here the magistrates 
partook of the Deid-chack-a dinner at the expense 
of the city-after having attended an execution, 
a practice abolished by Lord Provost Creech. 
In 1685 an Ex- 
change was erected 
in the Parliament 
Close. It had a range 
of piazzas for the 
accommodation of 
merchants transact- 
ing business; but by 
old use and wont, 
attached as they were 
to the more ancient 
pbce of meeting, the 
ClOSS, this conveni- 
encewas scarcely ever 
used by them. 
In 1685 the eques- 
trian statue of Charles 
II., a well-executed 
work in lead, was 
erected in the Par- 
liament Close, not 
far from its present 
site, where one in- 
tended for CromweU 
was to have been 
placed; but the 
Restoration changed 
the political face of 
Edinburgh. In the 
accounts of George 
Drummond, City 
Treasurer, 1684-5, it 
appears thatthe king's 
statue was erected by the provost. magistrates, and 
council, at the cost of .L2.S80 Scots, thc bill for 
which seems to have come from Rotterdam. On the 
last destruction of the oll{ Parliament Close, by a 
fire yet to be recorded, th : statue was conveyed for 
safety to the yard of the Calton Gaol, where it lay 
for some years, till the present pedestal was erected, 
in which are inserted two marble tablets, which 
had been preserved among some lumber under the 
Parliament House, and, from the somewhat ful- 
some inscriptions thereon, seem to have belonged 
to the first pedestal. Among the more homely 
associations of the Parliament Close, the festivities 
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of the royal birthday are worthy of remembrance, 
as being perhaps amongst the most long-cherished 
customs of the people ere- 


.. The times were changed, old manners gone, 
And a stranger filled the Stuart's throne." 


'1 

- 


It was usual on this annual festival to have a 
public breakfast in the great hall, when tables, at 
the expense of the city, were covered with wines 
and confections, and 
the sovereign's health 
was drunk with ac- 
claim, the volleys of 
the Town Guard 
made the tall man- 
sions re-echo, and 
the statue of K.ing 
Charles was decorated 
with laurel leaves by 
the ATlld Callallts, as 
the boys of Heriot's 
Hospital were named, 
and who claimed this 
duty as a prescriptive 
'_..,
_ - right. 
The Bank of Scot- 
land, incorporated by 
royal charter in 
I 1695, first opened for 
,.11'" business in a flat, or 
floor, of the Parlia- 
II I ment Close, with a 
I 
moderate staff of 
clerks, and a paid-up 
capital of only ten 
thot/sand poullds ster- 
li1lg. The smallest 
share which any per- 
son could hold in this 
bank was .L I ,000 
Scots, and the largest 
.L20,000 of the same 
money. To lend money on heritable bonds and 
other securities was the chief business of the in- 
fant bank. The giving of bills of exchange-the 
great business of private bankers-was, after much 
deliberation, tried by the" adventurers," with a view 
to the extension of business as far as possible. In 
pursuance of this object, and to circulate their 
notes through the realm, branch offices were 
opened at Glasgow, Dundee, Montrose, and Aber- 
deen, to receive and payout money, in the form 
of inland exchange, by notes and bills. But 
eventually the directors "found that the exchallge 
trade was not proper for a banking company," 
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which they conceived to be more properly in- 
tended "as a common repository of the nation's 
cash-a ready fund for afforrling credit and loans, 
and for making receipts and payments of money 
easy by the company's notes." But, as dealing in 


hours for businf'ss, and establishing rules and re- 
gulations, which will never answer the management 
of the exchange trade." 
Ere long the bank, we are told (in " Domestic 
Annals of Scotland "), found it impossible to sup- 


."...,
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RUINS IN THE OLD i\IARKET CLOSE AFTER THE GREAT FIRE OF NOVE\lnER, 11>24- 
(From an Etching þll/'lishCt{ at the time.) 


exchange interfered with private trade, the new I port the four provincial branches, as they did not 
}Jank of Scotland deemed it troublesome and contribute to the ends in view; "for the money 
improper. " There was much to be done in that that was once lodged in any of these places by the 
business without doors, by day and night, without cashiers issuing bills payable at Edinburgh, could 
such variety of circumstances and conditions as 1/(1/ bi! ri!-draU'11 /hmCt! b)' bills from Edi1lburgh,." of 
are inconsistent with the precise hours of a public course, because of there being so little owing then 
office and the rules and regulations of a well- to persons resident in the provinces. So, after 
governed comp
my; and no company like the I considerable outlay in trying the branch offices, 
Bank can be managed without fiÅing stated office- the directors ordered them to be closed, and 
23 



I7R 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Parliament Close. 


their money brought on horseback to the Parlia- I and whose footman was accused of being one of 
ment Close, where the company's business was I the rioters, and who very nearly had a terrible 
thenceforward wholly restricted for a time to I tragedy acted in her own house, the outcome of 
lending money, and all transactions to be in the great one in the Grassmarket. 
Edinburgh. It is related that the close connection into 
In the fire we have mentioned as occurring in which the noble family of Wemyss were thus 
1700 the bank perished. Assisted by the Earl of brought to the Porteous mob, as well as their 
Leven, Governor of the Castle and also of the near vicinity to the chief line of action, naturall} 
bank, with a party of soldiers, and by David Lord produced a strong impression on the younger 
Ruthven, a director, who stood in the turnpike members of the family. They had probably been 
stair all night, keeping the paSsage free, the cash, I aroused from bed by the shouts of the rioters 
bank-notes, books, and papers, were saved. Thus, assembling beneath their windows, and the din of 
though every other kind of property perished, the their sledge-hammers thundering on the old 1'01- 
struggling bank was able to open an office higher booth door. Thus, not long after the Earl of 
up in the city. (" Hist. of Bank of Scot.," 1728.) Wemyss-the Hon. Francis Charteris was born 
In that fire the Scottish Treasury Room perished, in 1723, and was then a boy-proceeded, along 
with the E1(chequer. and Exchange, and the Parlia- with his sisters, to get 
p a game, or repre- 
ment Square was afterwards rebuilt (in the pic- sentation of the Porteous mob, and having duly 
turesqne style, the destruction of which was so forced his prison, and dragged forth the supposed 
much regretted), in conformity with an Act passed culprit, "the romps got so thoroughly into the 
in 1698, regulating the mode of building in Edin- I spirit of their dramatic sports that they actually 
burgh with regard to height, convenience, strength, hung up their brother above a door, and had well 
and security from fire. The altitude of the houses nigh finished their play in real tragedy." 
was greatly reduced. Previous to the event of The first coffee-house opened in Edinburgh was 
17 00 , the tenements on the south side of the John Row's, in Robertson's Land, a tall tenement 
Parliament Close, as viewed from the Kirk- near the Parliament House. This was in 1673_ 
he ugh, were fifteen storeys in height, and till the It was shut up in 1677, in consequence of a 
erection of the new town were deemed the most brawl, reported to the Privy Council by the 
\;plendid of which the city could boast. Town Major, who had authority to see into such 
Occurring after" King William's seven years of matters. 
famine," which the J acobites believed to be a curse The north-east corner of the Parliament Close 
sent from heaven upon Scotland, this calamity was occupied by John's coffee-house. There, as 
was felt with double force; and in 1702 the Town Defoe, the historian of the Union, tells us, the 
Council passed an Act for" suppressing immorali- opponents of this measure met daily, to discuss 
ties," in which, among the tokens of God's wrath, the proceedings that were going on in the Parlia- 
"the great fire of the 3d February" is specially ment House close by, and to form schemes of 
referred to. I opposition thereto; and there, no doubt, were 
Notwithstanding the local depression, we find sung fiercely and emphatically the doggerel rhymes 
in 1700 none of the heartless inertia that charac- known as "Belhaven's Vision," of which the only 
terised the city for sixty years after the Union. copies extant are those printed at Edinburgh in 
Not an hour was lost in commencing the work 172<), at the Glasgow Arms, opposite the Corn 
of restoration, and many of the sites were bought Market; and that other old song, which was 
by Robert Mylne, the king's master-mason. The touched by the master-hand of Burns :- 
new Royal Exchange, which had its name and the 
date 1700 cut boldly above its doorway, rose to 
the height of twelve storeys on the south--deemed 
a moderate altitude in those days. On its eastern 
side was an open arcade, with Doric pilasters and 
entablature, as a covered walk for pedestrians, 
and the effect of the whole was stately and im- 
posing. Many aristocratic families who had been 
burned out, came flocking back to the vast tene-I John's coffee-house was also the resort of the 
ments of the Parliament Close, among others the I judges and lawyers of the eighteenth century for 
Countess of \Vemyss, who was resident there in a I consultations, and for their" meridian," or twelve 
fashionable flat at the tirr,e of the Porteous mob, o'clock dram; for in those days every citizen had 


.. \Vhat force or guile could not subdue, 
Through many warlike ages, 
Is now wrought hy a coward few 
For hireling traitor's wages; 
The English steel we could disdain, 
Secure in valour's station; 
But England's gold ha
 been our hane- 
Such a parcel of rogues in a nation !" 
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his peculiar ho'u1f, or place of resort by day or I various farces, effusions, and fiery political papers, 
night, where merchants, traders, and men of every he joined the French Revolutionists in 1792, when 
station, met for consultation, or good-fellowship, his pamphlets obtained for him admission into 
and to hear the items of news that came by the I the Jacobite Club, and his experiences in the 
mail or !tage from rlistant parts; and Wilson, 42nd procured him command of a regiment com- 
\Hiting in 18.t7, says, "Currie's Tavern, in Craig's posed of the masses of Paris, with which he 
Close, once the scene of meeting of various clubs, marched against the royalists in La V endée, on 
and a favourite resort of merchants, still retains which occasion his men mutinied, and shot him, 
a reputation among certain antiquarian bibbers for together with his two sons-whom, in the spirit of 
an old-fashioned luxury, known by the name equality, he had made drummers-and an English 
of þap-ill, a strange compound of small-beer and gentleman, who ha
 the misfortune to be serving 
whiskey, curried, as the phrase is, with a little in the same battalion. 
oatmeal." John third Earl of Bute, a statesman and a 
Gossiping Wodrow tells us in his "Analecta," patron of literature, who procured a pension for 
that, on the 10th of June, 17 IZ, "The birthday of Dr. Johnson, and who became so unpopular as 
the Pretender, I hear there has been great outrages' a minister through the attacks of Wilkes, was 
at Edinburgh by his friends. His health was drunk born in the Parliament Close on the 25th of May, 
early in the morning in the Parliament Close; and 1713. 
at night, when the magistrates were going through J Near to John's coffee-house, and on the south 
the streets to keep the peace, several were side of the Parliament Close, was the banking-house 
taken up in disguise, and the King's health (i.e., of Sir William Forbes, Bart., who was born at Edin- 
James VIII.) was drunk out of several windows, burgh in 1739. He was favourably known as the 
and the glasses thrown over the windows when author of the "Life of Beattie," and other works, 
the magistrates passed by, and many windows and as being one of the most benevolent and high- 
were illuminated. At Leith there was a standard spirited of citizens. The bank was in reality estab- 
set upon the pier, with a thistle and Nemo me lished by the father of Thomas Coutts, the eminent 
imPlme lacessit, and.f. R. VIII.; and beneath, London banker, and young Forbes, in October, 
Noe Abjura/ÙJ1l. This stood a great part of the 1753, was introduced to the former as an appren- 
day." Had the old historian lived till the close tice for a term of seven years. He became a co- 
of the century or the beginning of the present, partner in 1761, and on the death of one of the 
he might have seen, as Chambers tells us, "Sing- Messrs. Coutts, and retirement of another on 
ing Jamie Balfour OJ_a noted convivialist, of whom account of ill-health, while two others were settled 
a portrait used to hang in the Leith Golf-house- in London, a new company was formed, compris- 
with other topers in the Parliament Close, all bare- ing Sir William Forbes, Sir Jan1es Hunter Blair, 
headed, on their knees, and hand-in-hand, around and Sir Robert Herries, who, at first, carried on 
the statue of Charles II., chorusing vigorously, business in the name of the old firm. 
"Tlze Killg shall mjoy his O1tlll again." Jamie I In 1773, however, Sir Robert formed a sepa- 
Balfour was well known to Sir Walter Scott. rate establishment in London, when the name was 
Abont the year 1760 John's coffee-house was changed to Forbes, Hunter, and Co., of which 
kept by a man named Oswald, whose son J ohu, finn Sir William continued to be the head till his 
born there, and better known under his assumed I death, in 1806. 
name of Sylvester Otway, was one of the most I Kincaid tells us that, when their first banking- 
extraordinary characters of that century as a poet hou:;e was building, great quantities of hnman 
and politician. He served an apprenticeship to a bones-relics of St. Giles's Churchyard-were dug 
jeweller in the Close, till a relation left him a up, which were again buried at the south-east 
legacy, with which he purchased a commission in corner, between the wall of the edifice and the 
the Black Watch, and in 1780 he was the third I Parliament Stairs that led to the Cowgate; and 
lieutenant in seniority in the 2nd battalion when I that, "not many years ago, numbers were also dug 
serving in India. Already master of Latin and up in the Parliament Close, which were carefuIly 
Greek, he then taught himself Arabic, and, quitting put in casks, and buried in the Greyfriars' Church- 
the army in 1783, became a violent Radical, and yard." 
published in London a pamphlet on the British I In accordance with a long-cherished desire of 
Constitution, setting forth his views (crude as they re!>toring his family-which had been attainted for 
were) and principles. His amatory poems received loyalty to the house of Stuart-Sir WiIliam Forhes 
the approbation of Burns; and, after publishing I embraced a fa\OUIJ.Lle opportunity for purcha!>ing 
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a great portion of the upper barony of Pitsligo, in- 
cluding the roofless and ruined old mansion- house of 
the Lords Pitsligo. He besto\ved charity daily upon 
a number of pensioners, who were in the habit of 
waiting on him as he entered or left the bank, or as 
he passed through the Parliament Close, where for 
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canto of "Marmiont thus affectionately and 
forcibly :- 


.. Far may we search before we find 
A heart so manly and so kind! 
But not around his honoured urn, 
Shall friends alone and kindred mourn; 
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THI!. l'AllLlAMENT STAIRS. (After Storer.) 


years, as we are told in .. The Hermit in Edin- 
burgh, 1824," might be seen the figure of "that 
pillar of worth, Sir William Forbes, in the costume 
of the last century, with a profusion of grey locks 
tied in a club, and a cloud of hair-powder flying 
auout him in a windy day; his tall, upright form 
is missed in the circles of moral life; the poor 
miss him also." 
His friend Scott wrotc of him, in the fourth 


The thousand eyes his care bad dried 
Pour at his name a bitter tide; 
An<J. frequent falls the grateful dew, 
For benefits the world ne'er knew. 
If mortal charity dare claim 
The Almighty's attributed name, 
Inscribe above his mouldering clay, 
The widow's shield, the orphat,'s stay!" 
Near his banking-house, and adjoining the Par- 
liament (or old back) Stairs, was long a shop occu- 
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pied by John Kay, the well-known engraver and menced business in the Parliament Close, where, 
caricaturist, whose "Portraits" of old Edinburgh in I 783, he started a new monthly miscellany, 
characters certainly form, with their biographies, named The Edinburgh lIIaga:;ine, illustrated with 
perhaps the most unique collection in Europe. engravings, the principal papers in which were 
During his whole career he occupied the same small articles on Scottish antiquities, the production of 
print-shop; the solitary ",indow was filled with his his own pen. He was also the projector of the 
own etchings, which amounted to nearly 900 in EdÙlbllrgl1 Herald, which, however, was soon dis- 
number. He had originally been a barber, but continued. Relinquishing his establishment in 
after 1785 devoted himself solely to the art of the Close about 1792, he devoted himself to a 
etching and miniature painting. He died in 1830, literary life in London; but, after a somewhat 
at No. 227, High Street, in his eighty-fourth year. chequered career, returned to Edinburgh, where 
.. In his latter days," sa}S his biographer, "he was he died in a lodging in Leith Walk in 1803. 
a slender but straight In 1816 the Par- 
old man, of middle liament Close, or 
size, and usually Square as it was 
dressed in a garb of then becoming more 
antique cut; of simple generally named, was 
habits and unassum- the scene of an un- 
ing manners." seemly literary fracas, 
The stairs just re- arising from political 
ferred to-a great and hatred and circum- 
massive flight that stances, by which one 
ascended from the life was ultimately 
Cowgate to P.ulia- lost, and "hich might 
ment Close, imme- have imperilled even 
diately under the 1 that of Sir Walter 
south window of the Scott. A weekly 
great hall - have paper, called the 
long since given place Beacon, was estab- 
to the buildings of lished in Edinburgh, 
the modern square; the avowed object of 
and no doubt they which was the sup- 
occupied the site of 
 port of the then Go- 
some old passage be- vernment, but which 
tween the Cowgate devoted its columns 
and the churchyard, I / to the defamation of 
and for this they DR. ARCHIBALD PITCAIRN. private characters, 
had been substituted particularly those of 
about the year 1636. At their b.l<;e was an ancient the leading Whig nobles and gentlemen of 
public well. The EdÙlbllrgh l-Vækly JtJlIrfl{11 fOt Scotland. This system of personal abuse gave 
182I mentions that a man fell over "the stairs which rise to several actions at law, and on the 15th 
lead from the Kirkheugh to the Parliament 
tairs;" of August a renCo11tre took place between 
and the same Joumal for 1828 states that "work- James Stuart of Dunearn, who conceived his 
mcn are engaged in taking down the large double honour and character impugned in an article which 
tenement in the C"wgate, at the back of the Par- he traced to Duncan Stevenson, the printer of the 
liament House, called Henderson's Stairs, part of paper, in the Parliament Square. Stuart, with a 
which, it will be remembered, fellla;t summer, and horsewhip, lashed the latter, who was not slow in 
which had been condemned si"ty years ago," in retaliating with a stout cane. "The parties were 
I 768. speedily separated," says the Scots lIIagaz;1le for 
In 1781 James Sibbald, :m eminent bookseller 18t6," and Mr. Stevenson, in the course of the 
and literary antiquarian, the son of a Roxburgh day, demanded from Mr. Stuart the satisfaction 
farmer, who cal1)e to Edinburgh with ,LIOO in his customary in such cases. This was refused by 
pocket, after being employed in the shop of Elliot Mr. Stuart, on the ground that, 'as the servile 
the publisher, purchased the old circulating library instrument of a partnership of slander,' he was un- 
th.lt had belonged to All.ln R.lmsay, .lnd COIlI- , worthy of receiving the satisfaction of a gentleman. 
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Mr. Stevenson replied on the following day that he 
should forthwith post Mr. Stuart as ' a coward and 
scoundrel,' and he put his threat in execution ac- 
cordingly. Next day both parties were bound over 
by the sheriff to keep the peace for twelve months." 
But the matter did not end here. Mr. Stuart 
discovered that the Lord Advocate, Sir Walter 
Scott, and other Conservatives, had signed a bond 
for a considerable amount, binding themselves to 
support the Beacon, against which such strong pro- 
ceedings were instituted that the print was with- 
drawn from the public entirely by the 22nd of 
September. "But the discovery of the bond," 
continues the magazine just quoted," was nearly 
leading to more serious consequences, for, if report 
be true, Mr. James Gibson, W.S., one of those who 
had been grossly calumniated in the Beacoll, had 
thought proper to make such a demand upon Sir 
Walter Scott as he could only be prevented from 
answering in a similar hostile 
spirit by the interference of a 
common friend, Lord Lauder- 
dale." 
All these quarrels culminated 
in Mr. Stuart of Dunearn, not 
long after, shooting Sir Alex- 
ander Boswell, as author of a 
satirical paper in the Glasgow 
EAL OF ARNAULV LAMMIUS. 
SmtlÍtel, which had taken up the (From tlu Scottish A"Uçuaria" Museum.) 
rôle of the Beacoll, 
We have said the great fire of 1700, in the Par- 
liament Close, was attributed by the magistrates 
to the justice of Heaven; but it seems Scai"cely 
credible, though such was the fact, that the still 
more calamitous fire of 1824, in the same place, was 
.. attributed by the lower orders in and near Edin- 
burgh also to be the judgment of Heaven, specially 
commissioned to punish the city for tolerating such 
a dreadful enormity as-the Musical Festival!" 
Early on the morning of the 24th of June, 1824, 
a fire broke out in a spirit-vault, or low drinking- 
shop, at the head of the Royal Bank Close, and it 
made great progress before the engines arrived, 
and nearly all the old edifices being panelled or 
wainscoted, the supply of water proved ineffectual 
to check the flames, and early in the afternoon the 
eastern half of the Parliament Square was a heap of 
blackened ruins. To the surprise of all who wit- 
nessed this calamity, and observed the hardihood 
and temerity displayed by several persons to save 
property, or to arrest the progress of the flames, the 
only individual who fell a sacrifice was a city officer 
named Chalmers, who was so dreadfully scorched 
that he died in the infirmary a few days after. 
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In one of the houses consumed on this occasion 
was a cellar or crypt in which Dr. Archibald Pit- 
cairn, the celebrated wit, poet, and physician, who 
was born at Edinburgh in 1652, was wont to pass 
many a jovial evening about 120 years before the 
conflagration. The entrance to this gloomy place 
was opposite the eastern window of St. Giles's, and 
it descended from under a piazza. A more extra- 
ordinary scene for the indulgence of mirth and of 
festivity than this subterranean crypt or den- 
facetiously named the Grepillg OffiCe-certainly 
could not well be conceived, nor could wit, poetry, 
and physic well have chosen a darker scene; yet 
it was the favourite of one whose writings were 
distinguished for their brilliancy and elegant 
Latinity. He died in 1713, and was buried in 
the Greyfriars' Churchyard. 
In the fourth floor of the Imtd overlooking the 
aforesaid cellar, there dwelt, about 1775, Lord 
Auchinleck, one of the Senators 
of the College of Justice, the 
father of James Boswell, the 
friend and biographer of Samuel 
Johnson. 
In the year 1767 the magis- 
trates of Edinburgh had the bad 
taste to paint the equestrian 
statue of King Charles white, on 
which occasion the following 
witty rhymes appeared in a 
print of the day. The Allan Ramsay referred to 
is the son of the poet, who had just painted the 
portrait of George HI. :- 


t. 
I 
;' , 
.J-_ I 

 


" Well done, my lord! With noblë taste, 
You've made Charles gay as five-and-twenty, 
\Ye may be scarce of gold and conI, 
But sure there's lead and oil in plenty; 
Yet, for a public work like this, 
You might have had some famous artist; 
Though I had made each merk a pound, 
I would have had the very smartest. 


" Why not bring Allan Ramsay down, 
From sketching coronet and cushiun ? 
For he can paint a livinl1 kÙIg, 
And knows-the English Constitution. 
The milk-wki/
 sired is well enough; 
But why thus daub the ",an all over, 
And to the swarthy SrUART give 
The cream complexion of HANOVER!" 


, 


In 1832, when a drain was being dug in the 
Parliament Square, close by S1. Giles's Church, 
there was found the bronze seal of a Knight of St. 
John of Jerusalem. It is now preserved in the 
Museum of Antiquities, and bears the legend, 
"S. AERNAULD LAMMIUs." 



The Royal Excharge.) 


THE ROYAL EXCH.\KGE. 


18 3 


CHAPTER XX. 


THE ROYAL EXCHANGE-THE TRON CHURCH-THE GREAT FIRE OF NOVE:\IBER, 1824- 


The Royal ExchaRge-Laying the Foundation Stone-Descñption ofthe Exchange-The Mysterious Statue-The Council Chamber-<:Ooyen. 
tica of Royal Burghs: Constitution thereof, and Powers-Writers' Court-The .. Star and Garter to Tavern-Sir Walter Scott"s Account 
of the Scene at Cleriheugh's-Lawyers' High ]inks-Th.. Tron Church-Hi.tory ofthe Old Church-Th" Great Fire of I824-Incidents 
oflbe Conflagratton-The Ruins Undermioed-lilown "10 by Captain Head of the Engineers. 


IN 1753 we discover the first symptoms of vitality I uncovered, amounting to 672, most of whom were 
in Edinburgh after the Union, when the pitiful operative masons." The military paid proper 
sum of 1),500 was subscribed by the convention honours to the company on this occasion, and es- 
of royal burghs, for the purpose of "beautifying corted the procession in a suitable manner. The 
the city," and the projected Royal Exchange was Grand !\laster and the present substitute were 
fairly taken in hand. preceded by the Lord Provost, magistrates, and 
If wealth had not increased much, the popula- council, in their robes, with the city sword, mace, 
tion had, anp by the middle of the eighteenth &c., carried before them, accompanied by the 
century the citizens had begun to find the incon- directors of the scheme. 
venience they laboured under by being confined All day the foundation-stone lay open, that the 
within the old Flodden wall, and that the city was people might see it, with the Latin inscription on 
still destitute of such public buildings as were the plate, which runs thus in English ;- 
necessary for the accommodation of those societies "GEORGE DRUMMOND, 
which were formed, or fonning, in all other capitals, Of the Society of Freemasons in Scotland Grand Master, 
to direct the business of the nation, and provide Thrice Provost of the City of Edinburgh, 
for the general welfare; and so men of taste, rank, Three hundred Brother Masons attending, 
In presence of many persons of distinction, 
and O p ulence, be " aan to bestir themselves in Edin- Th M t t d C t f Ed 1 h 
e agis ra es an i izens 0 in mrg , 
burgh at last. And of every rank of people an innumerable multituùe, 
Many ancient alleys and closes, whose names And all Applauding ; 
are well-nigh forgotten now, were demolished on For convenience of the inhabitants of Eùinburgh, 
the north side of the High Street, to procure a And the public ornament, 
Laid this stone, 
site for the new Ro y al Exchan " ae. Some of these 
William Alexander being Provost, 
had already become ruinous, and must have been On the 13th September, 1753. of the Era of Ma
onry 5753, 
of vast antiquity. Many beautifully-sculptured And of the reign of George II., King of Great Britain, 
stones belonging to houses there were built into the 27 th year." 
the curious tower, erected by Mr. Walter Ross at In the stone were deposited two medals, one 
the Dean, and are now in a similar tower at Porto- bearing the profile and name of the Grand :\laster, 
bello. Others were scattered about the garden the other having the masonic arms. with the collar 
grounds at the foot of the Castle rock, and still of St. Andrew, and the legend, "In the Lord is 
show the important character of some of the all our trust." 
edifices demolished. Among them there was a Though the stone was thus laid in 1753, the 
lintel, discovered when clearing out the bed of work was not fairly begun till the following year, 
the North Loch, with the initials I.S. (and the nor was it finished till 1761, at the expense of 
date 1658), supposed to be those of James tenth L31,50o, including the price of the area on which 
Lord Somerville, who, after serving long in the it is built; but it never answered the purpose for 
Venetian anny, died at a great age in 1677. which it was intended-its paved quadrangle and 
On the 13th of September, 1753, the first stone handsome Palladian arcades were never used by 
of the new Exchange was laid by George Drum- the mercantile class, who persisted in meeting, as 
mond, then Grand Master of the Scottish Masons, of old, at the Cross, or where it stood. 
whose memory as a patriotic magistrate is still re- Save that its front and western arcades have 
membered with respect in Edinburgh. A triumphal been converted into shops, it remains unchanged 
arch, a gallery for the magistrates, and covered since it was thus described by Arnot, and the back 
stands for the spectators, enclosed the arena, view of it, which faces the New Town, catches the 
"The procession was very grand and regular," eye at once, by its vast bulk and stupendous height, 
says the Cm/leman's Ma/iazillc for that year; 100 feet, all of polished ashlar, now blackened with 
"each lodge of masons, of which there were the smoke of years :-" The Exchange is a large 
thineen, walked in procession by them!>clves, all a/1(1 elegant building, with a court in the centre. 
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The principal part forms the north side of the 
square, and extends from east to west, r I I feet 
over wall, by 5 I feet broad. Pillars and arches, 
supporting a platform, run along the south front, 
which faces the square, and fonus a piazza. In 
the centre, four Corinthian pillars, whose bases 


stately stair, of which the well is twenty feet square 
and sixty deep. Off this open the City Chambers, 
where the municipal affairs are transacted by the 
magistrates and council. 
The Council Chamber contains a fine bronze 
statue of Prince Charles Edward Stuart, in Roman 
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CLERIHEUGH'S TAVERN. 


rest upon the platform, support a pediment, on 
which the arms of the city of Edinburgh are 
carved. The first floor of the main front is laid 
out in shops. The upper floors are occupied by 
the Board of Customs, who have upwards of 
twenty apartments, for this they pay to the city 
a rent of 1:'360 a year." 
Arnot wrote in 1779. 
The chief access to the edifice IS by a very 


costume, and having a curious and mysterious his- 
tory. It is said-for nothing is known with cer- 
tainty about it-to have been cast in France, and 
was shipped from Dunkirk to Leith, where, during 
the process of unloading, it fell into the harbour, 
and remained long submerged. I t is next heard of 
as being concealed in a cellar in the city, and in 
the Scots Afc1,f;c1ZÙte it is referred to thus in 1810 :- 
"On Tuesday, the 16th October, a very singular 




I I
-, :.C:' '," 
, ",' .


 
 j 
[ ,\
 ;



.c 
:
_ _ 
 
_ _ 
- - 
''''''''- ""-, 
:1 \.. -- =j
 
\,1 :' - 
....., ..-:- ....
- 


11 
, 


-
 

 =- 


t. 


"\ 



-"
 

 


I i

 
f 


'1 
:1 1 L. 
.., 


" I 
r 
'" I "d 
III -1= 
'":>> I
 I {.. 
J Ildll 


,\[ 


"'
,. 
,I 
:! 
 11 1 
'I 'I [ = 
" I 


1

 
/'/ . 
.1','/ t 
 
,,
 
,/ 
- ""= 
" 
" -j. ... 
" 
-T1 
,,--r- 1, I 

' 1. 
P\ÇG'
''; / . 
; :' ,..I">>... S
.f I /* 

 ' vJ' 
 l , ;J; . "" ""A 
 ' 

 f' " .j., q ,. .' .. 
/ 
 
 "l n. '<'c, <>, 
-: "",.11'" ., \ "'t ,'$. / /; 
I ( ". . ....' ""'. Æ . / 
- .I 
.- '- / 
 ,<,_'I 
, 
 \ ""'vl/ 

}/ I 
: \. 
". J.';p I 
'I 
 _ .. /
{f 
" of. . I 
>- 
i \ ' / · 
/ f 
/,.---:: 
/ 


I I' 
Ii' i' 
! \\ 1 , \ 1 1 1 1 1 
II \ ,I 
; III 
 'I 
; I ' I 
i I 
. " 
I ' 
! 11/11 
:11I 
I 
! 
: 
I 
. 
. 
I 
:il\ 
. 
. 
. 
I 
I 
. 
I 
I 
I 
. 
I 
. 
. 
I 
. 
. 
. 
I 
n 

 
, 


",' 
c .<: 
 " 
,
 . ' V i 
'l;1i ,h'i 
 'I1
". ! t" 
_ ,I, 1 I', 
'
 11 111':1., 
_,' .k.'1W ,I 
'. 
_

--,,
-,,
 . It, 
. 
 
'
 -"--........ -=-- 
- 
 ";','_:",', 
 = 
"---.-.' 

f.., 
-"io- ..... 



 
_ 
 -=--I"r.:

1 
. _,r 

-
'


' 
I _', 

_ .' ,'i - --=.- 
'" . I = 
 
 
 -." 
r- = ,- . 
,: . - J 
. 
 - ' 
 I 
 ; - .-.
- 
"" _,,
 -. 
 o?'- 
'., - =-
- --' 
 --;;;; 
 - . 
 j 
""'
 -=- '" 

 
------" 


-.'---=::=-- - 


-. 

 



 



 - 


= 


)-c:: 


, ë 


.........----""IE':: - - 



. 
. 1 


.' 


w 
(.') 
z 
-.: 
:r: 
u 
x 

 
...:i 
-.: 
;.... 
o 
P: 


pf 
u.j 
CQ 
:2 
-.: 
:r: 
u 


/ 6tr
-- 

 
 
 5 C7> 

 
 
-Ep. ,
...........
 ,I',,' 
_-c .- -. 
 -.... 
':,- S

'<<- " t - / .-' ---- 
( I """ 0-1 
_ 1P
-;"
 i' 
 
f....
 \ 
.. Eõ:
' i,Ç,
/ : 
<, 0 
_ Eo< 


. . 
 
.
 


- - -- 
-
 


1'1 
II't 


[;0: 
- -, --
 

 
=' 


--- .
) 


-;/., 


, " 
- - , 


11'l 
i I: 



 



 


; 1 - 


\ / 


=-- 



 -"--'- ,
 



 ---= 
- - 
""'" 
- 
 



.... 


j, 
"\ 
,1. . 


-
"--::" 


---;;; 


-- 


- -
 
".::: _'1" 11 '1'1 
'=--="-- ' 
:', I ' 


' \ 
--.. - 
 
1 'If ., :
."'- 
,'; 
 
l
 I.I
 -
-;. 

\= 


- \ -.-= 

 
-
.
, 
t 
 


-- -= ==- 
 
- - 


.? 
.., ...... (
 
'- -=-1 
 
-
- 
r- 


- ----
 


- - 


:o\

 


i;- 


J 
::.... 
:.I 


t-- 



The Royal Exchange.] 


PRINCE CHARLES'S STATUE. 


I\, \..: 
"(; 


24 


18 5 


- 
" 

 

 
... 
" 

 

 

 
.... 

 

 

 
'" 
" 
" 
!! 

 


.,j. 
... 
00 


Ii 
!oj 

 
:g 
!oj 
> 
o 
Z 
r.. 
o 
!oj 

 
ï= 


\ 


f-< 
-< 
!oj 

 
c 
!oj 
:z: 
f-< 
pe 
I.J 
f-< 
r.. 
-< 


rn 
Z 
::; 

 
!oj 
:z: 
f-< 
r.. 
o 

 
!:! 
> 
..:I 
-< 

 
!oj 
z 
!oj 
o 



 j 
Qú> 

 



186 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


IThe Royal Exchange. 


discovery was made in one of our churches. Some I the power which the chamberlain had of regulating 
years ago a chest, 2L,itlIOut a1lY address, but of matters in his Court of the Four Burghs respecting 
enormous weight, was removed from the Old the common welfare was transferred to the general 
Weigh House at Leith, and lodged in the outer Convention of Royal Burghs. 
aisle of the old church (a portion of St. Giles's). This Court was constituted in the reign of 
This box had lain for upwards of thirty years at James III., and appointed to be held yearly at 
Leith, and several years in Edinburgh, without a Inverkeithing. By a statute of James VI., the 
claimant, and, what is still more e>..traordinary, Convention was appointed to meet four times in 
without anyone ever having had the curiosity to each year, wherever the members chose; and to 
examine it. On Tuesday, however, some gentle- avoid confusion, only one was to appear for each 
men connected with the town caused the mys-" burgh, except the capital, which was to have two. 
terious box to be opened, and, to their surprise By a subsequent statute, a majority of the burghs, 
and gratification, they found it contained a or the capital with any other six, were em. 
beautiful statute of his majesty (?), about powered to call a Convention as often as 
the size of life, cast in bronze. .
 
 they deemed it necessary, and all the other 
Although it is at present unknown from ð burghs were obliged to attend it under a 
whence this admirable piece of workmanship ) , I penalty. 
came, by whom it was made, or to whom it _ The Convention, consisting of two deputies 
belongs, this cannot remain long a secret. ! from each burgh, now meets anr.uallyat Edin- 
We trust, however, that it will remain as an ,. burgh in the Council Chamber, and it is 
ornament in some public place in this city." _ somewhat singular that the Lord Provost, 
More concerning it was never known, and I although only a member, is the perpetuai 
ultimately it was placed in its present posi- . president, and the city clerks are clerks to 
tion. without its being publicly acknowledged ,II the Convention, during the sittings of which 
to be a representation of the unfortunate :\ "
 the magistrates are supposed to keep open 
prince. table for the members. 
In this Council chamber there meets ',," The powers of this Convention chiefly 
yearly that little Scottish Parliament, the i' 
 respect the establishment of regulations con- 
ancient Convention of Royal Burghs. ,I. cerning the trade and commerce of Scotland; 
Their found.ltion in Scotland is as old, and with this end it has renewed, from time 
if not older, than the days of David I., 
I

 to time, articles of staple contract with the 
who, in his charter to the monks of Holy- :' " town of Campvere, in Holland, of old the 
rood, describes Edinburgh as a burgh hold- ,:",
 seat of the conservator of Scottish privileges. 
ing of the king, paying him certain revenues, ': 
 As the royal burghs pay a sixth part of the 
and having the privilege of free sum imposed as a land-tax upon 
TALLY-STICK, nEARING OATE OF 1692. 
markets. The judgments of the (From Scottish Antilluaria.. M"s
u",.) the counties in Scotland, the 
magistrates of burghs were liable Convention is empowered to con- 
to the review of the Lord Great Chamberlain of I sider the state of trade, and the revenues of indi- 
Scotland (th
 first of whom was Herbert, in vidual burghs, and assess their respective portions. 
1128), and his Court of the Four Burghs. He The convention has also been in use to examine 
kept the accounts of the royal re'enue and the administrative conduct of magistrates in the 
expenses, and held his circuits or chamberIain- matter of burgh revenue (though this comes more 
ayres, for the better regulation of all towns. But properly under the Court of Exche(IUer), and to 
even his decrees were liable to revision by the give sanction upon particular ocrasions to the 
Court of the Four Burghs, composed of certain Common Council of burghs to alienate a part of 
burgesses of Edinburgh, Stirling, Roxburgh, and the burgh estate. The Convention likewise con- 
Berwick, who met annually, at Haddington. to de- siders and arranges the political setls or constitu- 
cide, as a court of last resort, the appeals from tions of the different burghs, and regulates matters 
the chamberlain-ayres, and determine upon all concerning elections that may be brought before it. 
matters affecting the welfare of the royal burghs. Before the use of the Council Chamber was 
Upon the suppression of the office of chamberlain assigned to the Convention it was wont to meet 
(the last of whom was Charles Duke of Lennox, in in an aisle of St. Giles's church. 
1685), the power of controlling magistrates' ac- Writers' Court-so named from the circumstance 
counts was vested in the Exchequer, and the re- of the Signet Library being once there-adjoins the 
'l!ewal of their sentences in the courts of law; while Royal Exchange, and a gloomy little cui de sac it 
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is, into which the sun scarcely penetrates. But it Before proceeding with the general history of 
once contained a tavern of great consideration in the High Street we will briefly notice that of the 
its time, "The Star and Garter," kept by a man Tron Church, and of the great fire in which it was 
named Cleriheugh, who is referred to in "Guy Man- on the eve of perishing. 
nering," for history and romance often march side The old Greyfriars, with the other city churches, 
by side in Edinburgh, and Scott's picture of the being found insufficient for the increasing popu- 
strange old tavern is a faithful one. The reader lation, the Town Council purchased two sites, on 
of the novel may remember how, on a certain which they intended to erect religious fabrics. 
Saturday night, when in search of Mr. Pleydell, One was on the Castle Hill, where the reservoir 
Dandie Dinmont, guiding Colonel Mannering, now stands; the other was where the present Tron 
turned into a dark alley, then up a dark stair, and Church is now built. This was in the year 16 37, 
then into an open door. when the total number of householders, as shown 
While Dandie "was whistling shrilly for the by the Council records, could not have been much 
waitcr, as if he had been one of his collie dogs, over 5,000, as a list made four years before shows 
Mannering looked around him, and could hardly the numbers to have been 5,071, and the annual 
conceive how a gentleman of a liberal profession amount of rents payable by them only E, 1 9 2, 1 18 55., 
and good society should choose such a scene for Scots money. 
social indulgence. Besides the miserable entrance, Political disturbances retarded the progress of 
the house itself seemed paltry and half ruinous. both these new churches. The one on the Castle 
The passage in which they stood had a ...indow to Hill was totally abandoned, after having been 
the close, which admitted a little light in the day- partially destroyed by the English during the siege 
time, and a villainous compound of smells at all in 1650; and the other-the proper name of which 
times, but more especially towards evening. Cor- is Christ's Church at the Tron-was not ready for 
responding to this window was a borrowed light public worship till 1647, nor was it completely 
on the other side of the passage, looking into the finished till 1663, at the cost of E,6,000, so much 
kitchen, which had no direct communication with did war with England and the contentions of the 
the free air, but received in the daytime, at second- Covenanters and Cavaliers retard everything and 
hand, such straggling and obscure light as found impoverish the nation. On front of the tower over 
its way from the lane through the window opposite. the great doorway a large ornamented panel bears 
At present, the interior of the kitchen was visible the city arms in alto-relievo, and beneath them the 
by its own huge fires-a sort of pandemonium, inscription-ÆDEI\I HANC CHRISTO ET ECCLESIÆ 
\\here men and women, half-dressed, were busied SACRA RUNT ClVES EDINBURGENSES, ANNO DOIII 
in baking, boiling, roasting oysters, and preparing IIIDCLI. It is finished internally with an open roof 
c1evils on the gridiron; the mistress of the place, of timber-work, not unlike that of the Parliament 
with her shoes slipshod, and her hair straggling House. 
like that of Megæra from under a round-eared I Much of the material used in the construction of 
cap, toiling, scolding, receiving orders and giving the sister church on the Castle Hill was pulled 
them and obeying them all at once, seemed the down and used in the walls of the Tron, which the 
presiding enchantress of that gloomy and fiery former was meant closely to resemble, if we may 
region." ; judge from the plan of Gordon of Rothiemay. In 
Yet it was in this tavern, perhaps more than any 1644 the magistrates bought 1,000 stone weight of 
other, that the lawyers of the olden time held copper in Amsterdam to cover the roof; but such 
their high jinks and many convivialities. Cleri- were the exigencies of the time that it was sold, 
heugh's was also a favourite resort of the magistrates and stones and lead were substituted in its place. 
and town councillors when a deep libation was In 1639 David Mackall, a merchant of Erlin- 
deemed an indispensable element in the adjust- burgh, gave 3,500 merks, or about E,194 sterling, 
ment of all civic affairs; thus, in the last century. to the magistrates in trust, for purchasing land, to 
city wags used to tell of a certain treasurer of be applied to the maintenance of a chaplain in 
Edinburgh, \\ho, on being applied to for new rope the Tron Church, where he was to preach every 
to the Tron Kirk bell, summoned the Council to Sunday morning at six o'clock, or such other hour 
consider the appeål. An adjournment to Cleri- as the magistrates should appoint. They may be 
heugh's was of course necessary; but as one dinner I truly said, continues Arnot, "to have hid this 
was insufficient for the settlement of this weighty I talent in a napkin. They did not appoint a 
matter, it was not until three had been discussed preacher for sixty-four years. As money then 
that the bill was settled, and the old rope spliced! I bore ten per cent., although the interest of this 
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sum had been paid but once in ten years, yet, if it 
had been properly managed, the accumulated sum 
behoved to have exceeded .1:16,000 sterling." 
The old spire had been partially built of wood 
covered with lead, according to a design frequently 
repeated on public buildings then in Scotland. It 
was copied from the Dutch; but the examples of it 
are rapidly disappearing. A bell, which cost 1,49 0 
merks Scots, was hung in it in 1673, and continued 
weekly to summon the parishioners to prayer and 


A GEVERAL PLAS OF THE EXr.HANüE 
IN THE CITY OF EDISBURGH, 
WITH THE SHOPS AND COFFRR-HQUSLS ON 
A LHVEL WITH THE 8TRI1ET. 


EXPLANATION. 
A The principal Entry. 
B The .rea 01 thoe Square. 
C The Piazzd.. 
D The Coffee.room in the west Coffee.house. 
d Rooms and Closets in ditto. 
B The Coffee-room in the mldd(e C"ffce- 
h.,u..e 
e Rooms aLld Closets in ditto. 
F The Coffee-room in the 13111 Cofl"t:c-house. 
f Rooms in ditto. 
G The Great S,air leading to the Custoln 
House. 
H The "assa
e leading '0 diu,.. 
I An open tor leuin
 in li
ht to the Houses 
in the Writer's c..ourt under the level of 
the Squ.rc. 
K 'he Passage between the Squ.ae and 
Writer's Court. 
L Seven Shops within the Square. 
M Four Shops behi d the ranJi:e tu the street. 
N Ten Shops t. n a line with the street. 
o An open of four feet for dloopin
 eaves 
of the neili:"hbourin
 houses. 
p Part ot the "'riter.s Court. 
Q Area of ditto, 


p 


pounds yearly. It IS an edifice of uninteresting 
appearance and nondescript style, being neither 
Gothic nor Palladian, but a grotesque mixture of 
both. It received its name from its vicinity to the 
Tron, or public beam for the weighing of mer- 
chandise, which stood near it. 
A very elegant stone spire, which was built in 
1828, replaced that which perished in the great 
conflagration of four years before. 
The Tron beam appears to) have been used as 
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sermon till the great fire of 1824, when it was 
partly melted by heat, and fell with a mighty crash 
through the blazing ruins of the steeple. Portions 
of it were made into drinking quaighs and similar 
memorials. 
In 1678 the tower was completed by placing 
therein the old clock which had formerly been in 
the Weigh House. 
Towards the building of this church the pious 
Lady Vester gave 1,000 merks. In 1703 the 
magistrates appointed two persons to preach alter. 
nately in the Tron Church, to each of whom they 
gave a salary of forty guineas, as the Council Re- 
gister shows; but about 1788 they contented them- 
selves with one preacher, to whom they gave fifty 


(From an E1lgrav,ang in tlte u Scots /lfagazitu" for 1754.) 


a pillory for the punishment of crime. In Niccol's 
" Diary" for I 649, it is stated that "much falset 
and cheitting was daillie deteckit at this time by 
the Lords of Sessioune; for the whilk there was 
daillie nailing of lugs and binding of people to the 
Trolle, and boring of tongues; so that it was a 
fatal year for false notaries and witnesses, as daillie 
experience did witness." 
On the night of Monday, the 15th of November, 
182 4, about ten o'clock, the cry of "Fire!" was 
heard in the High Street, and it spread throughout 
the city from mouth to mouth; vast crowds came 
from all quarters rushing to the spot, and columns 
of smoke and flame were seen issuing from the 
second floor of 2. house at the head of the old 
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Assemhly Close, then occupied as a workshop by 
Kirkwood, a well-known engraver. The engines 
came promptly enough; but, from some unknown 
cause, an hour elapsed before they were in working 
order, and by that time the terrible element had 
raged with such fierceness and rapidity that, by 
eleven o'clock the upper portion of this tenement, 
including six storeys, forming the eastern division 
of a unifonn pile of buildings, was one mass of 
roaring flames, which, as the breeze was from the 


to their elevated position, or the roar of the gather- 
ing conflagration, the shouts of the crowd, and 
wailing of women and children, their cries were 
unheard for a time, until it was too late. The 
whole tenement was lost, together with extensive 
ranges of buildings in the old Fish Market anù 
Assembly Closes, to which it was the means of 
communicating the flames. 
While these tall and stately edifices were yielding 
to destruction, the night grew calm and still, and 
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THE ROYAL EXCHANGE. 


sOllth-west, turned them, as they burst from the i the sparks emitted by the flames shot upwards as if 
gaping windows, in the direction of a house to the spouted from a volcano, and descended like the 
eastward, the strong gable of which saved it from thickest drift or snow-storm, affecting the respira- 
the destruction which seemed imminent. tion of all. A dusky, luriù red tinged the clouds, 
Two tenements to the westward were less for- and the glare shone on the Castle walls, the 
tunate, and as, from the narrowness of the ancient rocks of the C;,.lton, the beetling crags, and all the 
close, it \\as impossible to work the engines, they city spires. Scores of lofty chimneys, set on fire 
soon were involved in one frightful and appalling by the falling sparks, added to the growing horror 
blaze. Great fears were now entertained for the of the scene; and for a considerable time the Tron 
venerable Courant office; nor was it long before Church was completely enveloped in this perilous 
the fire seized on its upper storey, at the very time shower of embers. 
when some brave fellows got upon the roof of a About one in the morning of the 16th the alarm 
tenement to the westward, and shouted to the fire- of fire was given from a house directly l,/,þosite to 
men to give them a pipe, by which they could the burning masses, and, though groundless, it 
piJ.Y upon the adjoining roof. But, 0\\ ing either added to the deepening conskrnation. Mean- 
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while thp. weather changed rapidly j the wind, 
accompanied by rain, came in fierce and fitful 
gusts, thus adding to the danger and harrowing 
interest of the scene, which, from the great size of 
the houses, had much in it that was wild and weird. 
"About five o'clock," says Dr. James Browne, in 
his "Historical Sketch of Edinburgh,"" the fire 
had proceeded so far downwards in the building 
occupied by the CO/trimt office, that the upper part 
of the front fell inwards with a dreadful crash, the 
concussion driving the flames into the middle of 
th<: street. By thi'i time it had communicated with 
the houses on the east side of the Old Fish Market 
Close, which it burned down in succession; while 
that occupied by Mr. Abraham Thomson, book- 
binder, which had been destroyed a few months 
previously by fire and re-built, was crushed in at 
one extremity by the fall of the gable. In the Old 
Assembly Close it was still more destructive; the 
whole west side, terminating with the king's old 
Stationery Warehouse, and including the Old As- 
sembly Hall, then occupied as a warehouse by 
Bell and Bradfute, booksellers, being entirely con- 
sumed. These back tenements formed one of the 
most massive, and certainly not the least remark- 
able, piles of building in the ancient city, and in 
former times were inhabited by persons of the 
greatest distinction. At this period they pre- 
sented a most extraordinary spectacle. A great 
part of the southern lallil fell to the ground; but a 
lofty and insulated pile of side wall, broken in the 
centre, rested in its fall, so as to form one-half of 
an immense pointed arch, and remained for several 
days in this inclined position, 
"By nine o'clock the steeple of the Tron Church 
was discovered to be on fire; the pyramid became 
a mass of flame, the lead of the roof poured over 
the masonry in molten streams, and the bell fell 
with a crash, as we have narrated, but the church 
was chiefly saved by a powerful engine belonging' 
to the Board of Ordnance. The fire was now 
stopped; but the horror and dismay of the people 
increased when, at ten that night, a new one broke 
forth in the devoted Parliament Square, in the attic 
floor of a tenement eleven storeys in height, over- 
looking the Cowgate. As this house was far to 
windward of the other fire, it was quite impossible 
that one could have caused. the other-a conclusion 
which forced itself upon the minds of all, together 
with the startling belief that some de
perate in- 
cenrliaries had resolved to destroy the city; while 
many went about exclaiming that it was a special 
punishment sent from Heaven upon the people for 
their sins." (Browne, p. 220; Courallt of Nov. 18, 
1824; &c.) 


As the conflagration spread, St. Giles's and the 
Parliament Square resounded with dreadful echoes, 
and the scene became more and more appalling, 
from the enormous altitude of the buildings; all 
efforts of the people were directed to saving the 
Parliament House and the Law Courts, and by 
five on the morning of Wednesday the scene is 
said to have been unspeakably grand and terrific. 
Since the English invasion under Hertford in 
1544 no such blaze had been seen in the ancient 
city. " Spicular columns of flame shot up majesti- 
cally into the atmosphere, which assumed a lurid, 
dusky, reddish hue; dismay, daring, suspense, 
fear, sat upon different countenances, intensely 
expressive of their various emotions; the bronzed 
faces of the firemen shone momentarily from under 
their caps as their heads were raised at each suc- 
cessive stroke of the engines; and the very element 
by which they attempted to extinguish the con- 
flagration seemed itself a stream of liquid fire. The 
County Hall at one time appeared like a palace of 
light; and the venerable steeple of St. Giles's reared 
itself amid the bright flames like a spectre awakened 
to behold the fall and ruin of the devoted city." 
Among those who particularly distinguished them- 
selves on this terrible occasion were the Lord Presi- 
dent, Charles Hope of Granton; the Lord Justice 
Clerk, Boyle of Shewalton; the Lord Adv.JCate, 
Sir William Rae of St. Catherine's; the Solicitor- 
General, John Hope; the Dean of Faculty; and 
Mr. (afterwards Lord) Cockburn, the well-known 
memorialist of his own times. 
The Lord Advocate would seem to have been 
the most active, and worked for some time at one 
of the engines playing on the central tenement at 
the head of the Old Assembly Close, thus exerting 
himself to save the house in which he first saw the 
light. All distinction of rank being lost now in 
one common and generous anxiety, one of Sir 
Wiiliam's fellow-labourers at the engine gave him a 
hearty slap on the back, exclaiming, at the same 
time, "W eel dune, my lord! " 
On the morning of Wednesday, though showers 
of sleet and hail fell, the fire continued to rage with 
fury in Conn's Close, to which it had been com- 
municated by flying embers; but there the ravages 
of this unprecedented and calamitous conflagration 
ended. The extent of the mischief done exceeded. 
all former example. Fronting the High Street 
there were destroyed four tenements of six storeys 
each, besides the underground storeys; in Conn's 
Close, two timber-fronted "lands," of great anti- 
quity ; in the Old Assembly Close, four houses of 
seven storeys each; in Borthwick's Close, six great 
tt.:ncmcnts; ill the Old Fish Market Close, four of 
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six storeys each; in short, down as far as the Cow- I In the meantime offers of assistance from Cap- 
gate nothing was to be seen bu
 frightful heaps of tain Hope of H.
I.S. Brisk, then in Leith Roads, 
calcir.ed and blackened ruins, with gaping windows were accepted, and his seamen, forty in number, 
and piles of smoking rubbish. threw a line over the lofty sOllthern gable above 
In the Parliament Square four double tenements Heron's Court, but brought down only a small 
of from seven to eleven storeys also perished, and portion. Next day Captain Hope returnec1 to the 
the incessant crash of falling walls made the old attack, with iron cables, chains, and ropes, while 
vicinity re-echo. Among other places of interest some sappers daringly undermined the eastern wall. 
destroyed here was the shop of Kay, the carica- These were sprung, and, as had been predicted by 
turist, always a great attraction to idlers. Captain Head, the enormous mass fell almost 
During the whole of Thursday the authorities perpendicularly to the ground. 
were occupied in the perplexing task of examining At the Tron Church, on the last night of every 
the ruined edifices in the Parliament Square. These year, there gathers a vast crowd, who watch with 
being of enormolls height and dreadfully shattered, patience and good-humour the hands of the ilIu- 
threatened, by their fall, destruction to everything millated clock till they indicate one minute past 
in their vicinity. One eleven-storeyed edifice pre- twelve, and then the New Year is welcomed in 
sented such a very striking, terrible, and dangerous with ringing cheers, joy, and hilarity. A general 
appearance, that it was proposed to batter it down shaking of hands and congratulations ensue, and 
with cannon. On the next day the ruins were in- one and all wish each other" A happy New Year, 
spected by Admiral Sir David Milne, and Captain and mony 0' them." A busy hum pervades the older 
(afterwards Sir Francis) Head of the Royal Engineers, parts of the city; bands of music and bagpipes 
an officer distinguished alike in war anc1 In literature, strike up in many a street and wynd; and, furnished 
who gave in a professional report on the subject, with egg-flip, whisky, &c., thousands hasten off in 
and to him the task of demolition was assigned. all directions to "first foot" friends and relations. 


CHAPTER XXI. 


THE HIGH STREET. 


A Place r.>r Brawling-First Paved and Li
hted-The Meal and Flesh Markets-State of the Streets-Municipal Regulations ,6th Century- 
T..lz;"s- The Lairds of Airtb and Wemyss- The Tweedies of Drummelzier-A Montrose Quarrel-The Slaughter of Lord Torthorwald- 
-A Brawl in '70S-Attacking a Sedan Chair-Habits in the Seventeenth Centllry-Abducúon of Women and Girls-Sumptuary Laws 
against Women. 


BEFORE narrating the wonc1rous history of the many posed between the city and the ancient burgh of 
quaint and ancient closes and wynds which diverged Canongate." 
of old, and some of which still diverge, from the On this upward-sloping thoroughfare first rose 
stately High Street, we shall treat of that venerable the rude huts of the Caledonians, by the side of 
thoroughfare itself-its gradual progress, ch:l.Ilges, the wooded way that led to the Dun upon the rock 
and some of the stirring scenes that have been wit- -when Pagan rites were celebrated at sunrise on 
nessed from its windows. the bare scalp of Arthur's Seat-and destined 
TiII so late as the era of building the Royal to become in future years "the King's High 
Exchange Edinburgh hac1 been without increase Street," as it was exclusively named in writs and 
or much alteration since King James VI. rode charters, in so far as it e...tended from the Nether 
forth for England in 1603. "The extended wall Bow to the edifice named Creech's Land, at the 
erected in the memorable year 1513 stilI formed east end of the Luckenbooths. "Here," says a 
the boundary of the city, with the exception of the writer, "was the battle-ground of Scotland for 
enclosure of the Highriggs. The ancient gates re- centuries, whereon private and party feuds, the 
mained kept under the care of jealous warders, jealousies of nobles and burghers, and not a few of 
and nightly closed at an early hour; even as when I the contests between the Crown and the people, 
the dreaded inroads of the Southron summoned were settled at the sword." 
the Burgher Watch to guard their walls. At the I As a place for brawling it was proverbial; and 
foot of the High Street, the lofty tower and spire I thus it was that Colonel Munro, in "His Expe- 
of the Nether Bow Port terminated the vista, sur- dition with the Worthy Scots Regiment called 
mounting the old Temple Bar of Edinburgh, inter- ! Mackeyes," levied in 1626, for service in Denmark 
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and Sweden, tells us, at the storming of Boitzen- 
burg, there was" a Scottish gentleman under the 
enemy, who, coming to scale the walls, said aloud, 
'Have with you, gentlemen! Thinke not now 
you are on the stnet of Edinburgh bravading.' One 
of his own countrymen thrusting him through the 
body with a pike, he ended there." 
In the general consternation which succeeded 
the defeat of the army at Flodden a plague raged 
within the city with great violence, and carried off 
great numbers. Hence the Town Council, to pre- 
vent its progress, 
ordered all shops 
and booths to be 
closed for the space 
of fifteen days, and F 
neither doors nor 
 
windows to be 
opened within that 
time, but on some 
unavoidable occa- 
sion, and nothing 
to be dealt in but 
necessaries for the 
immediate support 
of life. AU vag- f' 
rants were forbid- 
den to walk in the 
streets without hav- 
 -,> 
 - 
ing each a light; 
and several houses i- 
that had been oc- 
cupied by infected 
persons were de- 
molished. 
In 1532 the 
High Street was 
first paved or cause- 
wayed, and many of 
the old tenements 
renovated. The former was done under the super- 
intendence of a Frenchman namecl Marlin, whose 
name was bestowed on an alley to the south. The 
Town Council ordered lights to be hung out by 
night by the citizens to light the streets, and Edin- 
burgh became a principal place of resort from aU 
parts of the kingdom. 
Till the reign of James V., the meal-market, and 
also the flesh-market, were kept in booths in the 
open High Street, which was also encumbered by 
stacks of peat, heather, and other fuel, before every 
door; while, till the midùle of the end of the seven- 
teenth century, according to Gordon's map, a flesh- 
market was kept in the Canon gate, immediately 
below the Nether Row. 


j', 
t
1 


"These, however," says Arnot, "are not to be 
considered as arguing any comparative insignifi- 
cancy in the city of Edinburgh. They proceeded 
from the rudeness of the times. The writers of 
those days spoke of Edinburgh in terms that show 
the respectable opinion they entertained of it. ' In 
this city,' says a writer of the sixteenth century- 
Braun Agrippinensis-' there are two spacious 
streets, of which the principal one, leading from 
the Palace to the Castle, is paved with square 
stones. The city itself is not built of bricks, 
but of square free- 
stones, and so 
stately is its ap- 
pearance. that 
single houses may 
be compared to 
palaces. From the 
abbey to the castle 
there is a continued 
street, which on 
- I both sides contains 
a range of excellent 
houses. and the 
c_1 
better sort are built 
of hewn stone.' 
There are," adds 
Arnot, "specimens 
of the buildings of 
the fifteenth cen- 
tury still (1779) re- 
mammg, particu- 
larly a house on 
the south side of 
the High Street, 
immediately above 
d Peeble's Wynd, 
having a handsome 
front of hewn stone, 
and niches in the 
I walls for the images of saints, which may justify 
our author's description. The house was built 
about 1430 (temp. James I.) No private build- 
ing in the city of modern date can compare 
with it." 
The year 1554 saw the streets better lighted, 
and some attempts made to clean them. 
The continual wars with England compelled the 
citizens to crowd their dwellings as near the Castle 
as possible; thus, instead of the city increasing in 
limits,- it rose skyward, as we have already men- 
tioned; storey was piled on storey till the streets 
resembled closely packed towers or steeples, each 
house, or "land," sheltering from twenty to thirty 
families within its walls. This was particularly the 
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ANDREW CROSBY. (From II" Porlrail;n I"
 Parliamenl Hall.) 
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case with the High Street. The mansions in the lanterns, were ordered to be hung up, by such per- 
diverging streets, narrow, steep, gloomy, and iII- sons and in such places as the magistrates should 
ventilated, became perilous abodes in times of fire appoint, there to continue burning for the space of 
or pestilence. four hours-i.e., from five tiU nine o'clock in the 
Those who dwelt in the upper storeys avoided evemng. 
the toil of descending the steep wheel-stairs that In consequence of the great assiduity of the 
led to the street, and the entire débris of the house- Provost (Archibald Douglas of Kilspindie), the 
hold was flung from the windows, regardless of who Town Council added to his annual allowance L;IOO 
or what might be below, especially after nightfall; Scots for his clothing and spicery, with two hogs- 
hence the cries of" Haud your hand!" "Get, heads of wine for his greater state; and soon after 


J 
- 
'I' 
a' j 
.
 :r 
111' @ t 
\ 


 
 
.-
,
 I _
... 
.,
' 

 
- - 
,I " 
" 
-
 - 
ì
 '
 m Ce 
' . 
 . 
JI 
I ,:--'71 
.. 


1 
I 


---- - 
.- 


....
 >- , 


--
 


\ 


- 
--- 
 


,. 


I 


t 


-=- 


;;'\ 


,- 


. . 
-.
-- t 
 
.
 
- --
- 
'7- ,.. G'
JI &t.!Jjilir 
II ' 
 II .'" .'1\ 
.oo=
 I
 _ " 

. III; ) 
 
UjallL., i, .\r II 
r ,- 1 
Dr 
( 
tQ' 


'."-." 
 



"u- ð. 
I I _g , 
. H
n 
.t
 IIfll II 


. 
I 


,fj7 , I!II
 
'II , tÍ ... , 'II' :..... 
'
"' ....
 .:.:;;:; 
"" - .... 
----- 


,I 


.. 


=---- - - --= 
- =-
 
-- - - - 
- --- 
- - -- 


- 


THE OLD TRON CHURCH. (From '''" Engraving in Arnot's" History of Eåmb"rgh.") 


out 0' the gait!" or "Gardez feau!" a shout I another Act was passed, ordaining that the (male) 
copied from the French, were incessant. Another servants of the inhabitants should attend him with 
source of filth and annoyance was the circumstance lighted torches from the vespers or evening prayers 
that every inhabitant had his own dunghill in the to his own house. 
street, opposite his own door; while the thorough- But despite the Acts quoted the streets were not 
fares were further encumbered and encroached thoroughly cleared or cleaned for more than sixty 
upon by outside stone stairs, many of which still years after. WhenKingJamesVI.,having-celebrateù 
remain. Under these were kept swine, which were his nnrriage with Anne of Denmark, on the 22nd 
allowed to roam the streets (as in old Paris), and October, 1589, was about to return home, he wrote 
act the part of scavengers, and be alternately the one of his characteristic epistles to the Provost, 
pets and the terror of the children. Alexander Clark of Balbirnie :_" Here we are 
By Acts of Council, 15th October, 1553-5, drinking and driving in the auld way," and adding, 
the mounds of household garb;Jge were ordained "for God's sake ue a' things are richt at our hame- 
to be removed, the swine to be prevented from cominp,." James dirl not wish to be exposed in 
being a pest in the streets, in which bowels or I the eyes of his foreign attendants, and he alludes 
25 
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especially to the removal of the numerous middens, 
the repair of the roads and streets, and also the 
expected hospitality of the city, as we find that 
soon after the inhabitants were assessed to support 
the queen and her retinue till Holyrood Palace was 
prepared to receive her. They were also compelled 
to defray their proportion of the expense of his 
return. 
Five years before this, in 1584, to prevent the 
incessant broils and riots that took place in High 
Street and elsewhere at night, it was enacted that 
by ten o'clock forty strokes should be given on the 
great bell, after which any person found abroad was 
to be imprisoned during the magistrates' pleasure, 
and fined forty shillings Scots; while for the better 
regulation of the nightly watch the city was divided 
into thirty quarters, over each of which the magis- 
trates appointed two commanders, one a merchant, 
the other a craftsman, as also an officer to summon 
the citizens occasionally to take into consideration 
the affairs connected with these several divisions. 
(Council Register.) 
And now to glance briefly at the /ulzies, or com- 
bats, for so were they named of old, of which the 
High Street has been the scene. 
Apart from the famous brawl named "Cleanse 
the Causeway," already described, and that in which 
the Laird of Stainhouse fell with the French in 
1560, a considerable amount of blood has been 
shed in this old thoroughfare. 
After the battle of Melrose, in 1526, there en- 
sued a deadly feud between the border clans of 
Scott and Kerr, which culminated in the slaughter 
of Sir Walter Scott of Branxholm and Buccleuch, 
by the Kerrs, in October, 1551, in the High Street. 
.. Bards long shall tell 
How Lord Walter fell ! 
When startled burghers fled afar 
The furies of the Border war, 
When the streets of High lJunedin 
Saw lances gleam and falchions redden, 
And heard the slogan's deadly yell- 
Then the chief of Branxholm fell !" 


N or was the feud between these two families 
stanched till forty-five years later, when the chiefs 
of both paraded the High Street with their fol- 
lowers amicably, but it was expected their first 
meeting would decide their quarrel. 
On the 24th of November, 1567, about two in 
the afternoon, the Laird of Airth and Sir John 
Wemyss of that ilk "met upon the Hie Gait of 
Edinburgh," according to Birrel, "and they and 
their followers fought a bloorly skirmish, when 
many were hurt on both sides by shot of pistol." 
On this the Pri\'y Council issuerl, but in vam, 
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an edict against the wearing of culverins, dags, 
pistolets, or other" firewerks." 
The latter seem to have been adopted or in use 
earlier in Scotland than in the sister kingdom. At 
the raid of the Redswire, the English archers were 
routed by the volleys of the Scottish hackbuttiers; 
and here we find, as the author of "Domestic 
Annals" notes, "that sword and buckler were at 
this time (1567) the ordinary gear of gallant men 
in England-a comparatively harmless furnishing; 
but we see that small fire-arms were used in Scot- 
land." 
On the 7th December, three years after this, the 
Hoppringles and Elliots chanced to encounter in 
the same place-hostile parties knew each other 
well then by their badges, livery, and banners-and 
a terrible slaughter would have ensued had not the 
armed citizens, according to the "Diurnal of Oc- 
currents," redd-i.e., separated-them by main 
force. 
A feud, which for many years disturbed the 
upper valley of the Tweed, resulted in a tulzie in 
the streets which is not without some picturesque 
details: It was occasioned by the slaughter 
of Veitch of Dawick's son, in June, 1590, by or 
through James Tweedie of Drummelzier, to revenge 
which, James Veitch younger of Synton, and 
Andrew Veitch, brother of the Laird of Tourhope, 
slew John Tweedie, tutor of Drummelzier and bur- 
gess of Edinburgh, as he walked in the public 
streets. Too much blood had been shed now for 
the matter to end there. 
The Veitches were arrested, but the Laird of 
Dawick came to the rescue with 10,000 merks' bail, 
and their liberation was ordered by the king; but 
they were barely free before they effected the 
slaughter of James Geddes of Glenhegden, hearl 
or chief of his family, with whom they, too, 
were at feud; and the recital of this crime, as 
given in the "Privy Council Record," affords a 
curious insight into the modus operandi of a day- 
light brawl in the streets at that time. We modernise 
it thus :- 
J ames Geddes, being in Edinburgh for the space 
of some eight days, openly and publicly met. al- 
most daily in the High Street, the Laird of Drum- 
melzier. The latter fearing an attack, albeit that 
Geddes was always alone, planted spies and re- 
tainers about the house in which he lived and 
other places to which he was in the habit of repair- 
ing. It chanced that on the 29th of December, 
1592, James Geddes being in the Cowgate, getting 
his horse shod at the booth of David Lindsay, and 
being altogether careless of his safety, DrummeLáer 
was informed of his whereabouts, and dividing all 
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his own friends and servants into two armed parties, the aid and assistance of all his kinsmen and 
set forth on slaughter intent. friends, who joined him forthwith, and the two 
He directed his brothers John and Robert. parties meeting on the 19th of January, near the 
Tweedie, Porteous of Hawkshaw, Crichton of Salt Tron, a general attack with swords and hack- 
Quarter, and others, to Conn's Close, which was buts began. One account states that John, Master 
directly opposite to the smith's booth; while he, of Montrose (and father of the great Marquis), first 
accompanied by John and Adam Tweedie, sons of began the fray; another that Ü was begun by Sir 
the Gudeman of Dura, passed to the Kirk (of Field) James Sandilands, who was cut down and severely 
Wynd, a little to the westward of the booth, to cut wounded by more than one musket-shot, and 
off the victim if he hewed a way to escape; but as would have been slain outright but for the valour 
he was seen standing at the booth door with his of a friend named Captain Lockhart. The Lord 
back to them, they shot him down with their Chancellor was in great peril, for the combat was 
pistols in cold blood, and left him lying dead on waged furiously about him, and, according to the 
the spot. " Historie of King James the Sext," he was driven 
For this the Tweedies were imprisoned in the back fighting "to the College of Justice (i.e., the 
Castle; but they contrived to compromise the Tolbooth). The magistrates of the town with 
matter with the king, making many fair promises; fencible weapons separatit the parties for that time; 
yet when he was resident at St. James's, in 16II, and the greatest skaith Sir James gat on his party, 
he heard that the feud and the fighting in Upper for he himself was left for dead, and a cousin- 
Tweeddale were as bitter as ever. germ an of his, call it Crawford of Kerse, was slain, 
On the 19th of January, 1594, a sharp tulzie, or I and many hurt." On the side of the earl only one 
combat, ensued in the High Street between the was killed, but many were wounded. 
Earl of Montrose, Sir James Sandilands, and others. On the 17th of June, 1605, there was fought in 
To explain the cause of this we must refer to the High Street a combat between the Lairds of 
Calderwood, who tells us that on the 13th of Edzell and Pittarrow, with many followers on both 
February, in the preceding year, John Graham of :.ides. It lasted, says Balfour in his An/la/es, from 
Halyards, a Lord of Session (a kinsman of Mon- nine at night till two next morning, with loss and 
trose), was passing down Leith Wynd, attended by many injuries. The Privy Council committed the 
three or four score of armed men for his protection, leaders to prison. 
when Sir James Sandilands, accompanied by his The next tulzie of which we read arose from the 
friend Ludovic Duke of Lennox, with an armed following circumstance :_ 
company, met him. As they had recently been Captain James Stewart (at one time Earl of 
in dispute before the Court about some Temple I Arran) having been slain in 1596 by Sir James 
lands, Graham thought he was about to be at- I Douglas of Parkhead, a natural son of the Regent 
tacked, and prepared to make resistance. The Morton, who cut off his head at a place called 
duke told him to proceed on his journey, and that Catslack, and carried it on a spear, "leaving his 
no one would molest him; but the advice was body to be devoured by dogs and swine;" this 
barely givlln when some stray shots were fired by act was not allowed to pass unrevenged by the 
the party of the judge, who was at once attacked, house of Ochiltree, to which the captain-who had 
and fell wounded. He was borne bleeding into been commander of the Royal Guard-belonged. 
an adjacent house, whither a French boy, page to But as at that time a man of rank in Scotland 
Sir Alexander Stewart, a friend of Sandi lands, fol- I could not be treated as a malefactor for slaughter 
lowed, and plunged a dagger into him, thus ending I committed in pursuance of a feud, the offence was 
a lawsuit according to the taste of the age. expiated by an assythement. The king strove 
Hence it was that when, in the following year, vainly to effect a reconciliation; but for years the 
John Earl of Montrose-a noble then about fifty I Lords Ochiltree and Douglas (the latter of whom 
years old, who had been chancellor of the jury that was created Lord Torthorwald in 1590 by James 
condemned the Regent Morton, and moreover was VI.) were at open variance. 
Lord High Chancellor of the kingdom-met Sir It chanced that, on the 14th of July, 1608, Lord 
James Sandilands in the High Street, he deemed I Torthorwald was walking in the High Street a 
it his duty to avenge the death of the Laird of I little below the Cross, between six and seven in 
Halyards. On the first arrival of the earl in Edin_ the morning, alone and unattended, when he sud- 
burgh Sir James had been strongly recommended denly met William Stewart, a nephew of the man 
by his friends to quit it, as his enemies were too he had slain. Unable to restrain the suèden rage 
8trong for him; but instead of doing so he desired that fillcrl him, Stewart drew his sword, and ere 
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Torthorwald could defend himself, ran him through face, while the idlers flocked around them. Blows 
the body, and slew him on the spot. with a cane were exchanged, on which Gilbert Ken- 
Stewart fled from the city, and of him we hear nedy drew his sword, and, running Houston through 
no more; but the Privy Council met twice to con- the body, gave him a wound of which he soon 
sider what should be done now, for all the Doug- died. He was outlawed, but in time returned 
lases were taking arms to attack the Stewarts of home, and succeeded to his father's estate. Ac- 
Ochiltree. Hence the Council issued imperative cording to \Vodrow's " Analecta," he became mor- 
orders that the Earl of l\Iorton, James Commen- bidly pious, and having exasperatcd thereby a 
rlator of Melrose, Sir George and Sir Archibald servant maid, she gave him some arsenic with his 
Douglas his uncles, William Douglas younger of I breakfast of bread-and-milk, in 1730, and but for 
Drumlanng, Archibald Douglas of Tofts, Sir James, the aid of a physician would have avenged the 
Dundas of Arniston, and others, who were breath- I slaughter of Houston near the Market Cross in 
ing vengeance, should keep within the doors of I 1705. 
their dwellings, orders to the same effect being One of the last brawls in which swords were 
issued to Lord Ochiltree and all his friends. drawn in the High Street occurred in the same 
"There is a remarkable connection of murders year, when under strong external professions of 
recalled by this shocking transaction," says a his- I ' rigid Sabbath observance and morose sanctity of 
torian. "Not only do we ascend to Torthorwald's manner there prevailed much of secret debauchery, 
slaughter of Stewart in 1596, and Stewart's deadly I that broke forth at times. On the evening of the 

rosecution of l\Iorton to the scaffold in 1581; but I 2nd of February there had assembled a party in 
William Stewart was the son of Sir William Stewart Edinburgh, whom drinking and excitement had so 
who was slain by the Earl of Bothwell in the Black- i far carried away that nothing less than a dance in 
friars Wynd in 15 88 ." I the open High Street would satisfy them. Among 
A carved marble slab in the church of Holyrood, I the party were Ensign Fleming of the Scots 
bctween two pillars on the north side, still marks Brigade in the Dutch service, whose father, Sir 
the grave of the first lord, who took his title from James Fleming, Knight, had been Lord Provost in 
the lonely tower of Torthorwald on the green brae, 1681; Thomas Barnet, a gentleman of the Horse 
between Lockerbie and Dumfries. It marks also I Guards; and John Galbraith, son of a merchant in 
the grave of his wife, Elizabeth Carlyle of that ilk, I the city. The ten o'clock bell had been tolled in 
and bears the arms of the house of Douglas, the Tron spire, to warn all good citizens home; 
quartered with those of Carlyle and Torthorwald, and these gentlemen, with other bacchanals, were 
namely, beneath a chief charged with three pellets, i in full frolic at a part of the street where there was 
a saltire proper, and the crest, a star, with the in- no light save such as might fall from the windows 
scription :_ of the houses, when a sedan chair, attended by two 
.. Heir Iyis ye nobil and poten Lord James Dovglas, Lord footmen, one. of whom bore a lantern, approache? 
of Cairlell and Torthorall, vha maried Daime Eliezabeth In the chau was no less a person3ge than DavId 
Cairlell, air and heretrix yalof; vha vas slaine in Edinburghe Earl of Leven, General of the Scottish Ordnance, 
ye xiiii. day of !vly, in ye zeier of God 1608-vas slain in and member of the Priv y Council I Jroceedin<T on 
8 LIDEC" ' " 
4 ze. .. . . . his upward way to the Castle of which he was 
The guides often read this epitaph to visitors to governor. It was perilous work to meddle with 
the Abbey; but few know the series of tragedies of such a person in those times, but the ensign and his 
which that slab is the closing record. friends were in too recklcss a mood to think of 
In the year 1705, Archibald Houston, Writer to consequences; so when Galbraith, in his dance 
the Signet in Edinburgh, was slain in the High reeled against one of the footmen, and was warned 
Street. As factor for the estate of Brairl, the pro- off with an imprecation, Fleming and his friend of 
pertyof his nephew, he had incurred the anger of the Guards said, "It would be brave sport to over- 
Kennedy of Auchtyfardel, in Lanarkshire, by failing turn the sedan in the mud." At once they assailed 
to pay some portion of Bishop's rents, and Houston the earl's servants, and smashed the lantern. His 
harl been" put to the horn .. for this debt. On the lordship spoke indignantly from his chair; then 
20th March, 1705, Kennedy and his two sons left drawing his sword, Fleming plunged it into one 
their residence in the Castle Hill, to go to the usual of the footmen; but he and the others were over- 
promenade of the time, the vicinity of the Cross. powered and captured by the spectators. 
They met Houston, and used violent language, to The young "rufflers," on learning the rank of 
which he was not slow in retorting. Then Gilbert the man they had insulted, were naturally greatly 
Kennedy, Auchtyfardel's son, smotc him on the alarmed, and Flcming dre.lùeù the loss of his com- 
I 
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mission, though in a foreign army. After suffering 
a month's imprisonment, they were glad to profess 
their sorrow publicly, on their knees before the 
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dwelling-house, about eight in the evening, accom- 
panied by her orphan granddaughter, then fourteen 
years of age, a young citizen named William Geddes 
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Privy Council (as its record attests), and thus to 
obtain their liberty. 
During the preceding century the abduction of 
women and girls was no uncommon thing in Edin- 
burgh. On the 8th December, 1608, Margaret 
Stewart, a widow, complained to the Privy Council 
that, as she was walking home from her booth to her 


beset her, with six men armed like himself, with 
swords. gauntlets, steel bonnets, and plate sleeves, 
and violently took the child from her, despite her 
tears and manifold supplications.. 
For this Geddes was outlawed; and soon after 
the Privy Council "as compelled to renew some 
old enactment concerning 11igh/-walktYS, in the 



19 8 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[High StreeL 


High Street and other thoroughfares, where they they have contine wit the foresaid barbarous habitte, 
indulged in wild humours and committed heinous and has added thereto the wearing of their gownes 
crimes. At this time-16Il-the old system of and petticottes about their heads and faces, so that 
lighting had ceased to exist; and after twilight the the same has become the ordinar habttte of all 
main street and those narrow steep alleys, like stone women within the cittie, to the general imputation of 
chasms, diverging from it, were all sunk in Cim- their sex, matrones not to be decerned from . . 
merian gloom, into which no man ventured to and lowse living women, to their owne dish on our 
penetrate without his sword and lantern. and scandal of the cittie; which the Provost, 
In 1631 the Town Council passed an Act for- Baillies, and Counsall have taken into their serious 
bidding all women to wear plaids over their heads consideration; thairfore, have statute and ordaynit, 
or faces, under a penalty of ..65 Scots and forfeiture &c., that none, of whatsomever degrie or qualitie, 
of the garment. But so little attention was paid presume, after this day, under the payne of 
to the Act by ladies, some of whom were of I escheitt of the said plaids, not onlie be such as 
rank, that the incensed Council in 1633 passed a shall be appoyntit for that effect, but be all persons 
new one, strictly enjoining all women, of whatever who shall challenge the same. And that nae women 
quality, not to wear a plaid under pain of corporal weir thair gownes or petticottes about thair heads 
punishment, and granted liberty to any person and faces, under the payne of ten pundis to be 
to seize and appropriate the plaid as their own payit by women of qualitie for the first falt, twenty 
property. pundis for the second, and under such furder paynes 
As the fair offenders paid not the least attention as sall pleas the Counsall to inflict upon them for 
to these ridiculous Acts, in 1636 the Provost, David the third fait; and under the payne of fourtie 
Aikenhead, and the Council, passed a thundering shillings to be payit be servandis and others of 
enactment, that no females residing in their juris- lower degrie for the first faIt, five pundis for the 
diction should either wear plaids or cover their second, and banishment from the cittie for the 
faces with anything whatsoever, velvet masks not third fait; and ordaynes this present statute to be 
being uncommon among Scottish ladies in those intimate throwgh this Burgh be Sound of Drum, 
days. Thus runs the ukase :- that nane pretend ignorance hereof." 
"Forsaemikell as, notwithstanding of divers and The Act fell pointless, as did another passed in 
sundrie laudabill actes and statutis, maid be the 1648, against the coquettish Scottish malltilla, and 
Provost, Baillies, and Counsall of this Burgh in till nearly the close of the last century a tartan 
former tymes, discharing that barbarous and un- plaid, or screen, was the common head-dress of 
civill habitte of women wearing plaids; zit, such women of the lower order in Edinburgh, as every- 
has been the impudencie of monie of them, that where else in Scotland. 


CHAPTER XXII. 


THE HIGH STREET (con/imld.) 


The City in IS98-Fynes Morison on the !\Ianners of the Inhabitants-The" Lord" Provost of Edinburgh-Police ofthe City- Taylor the Water 
Poet-Banquets at the Cross-The hard Case of the Earl of Traquair-A Visit of Hares-The Quack and his Acrobats-A Proceo;sion or 
Covenanters-Early Stages and Street Coaches-Sale of a Dancing-girl-Constables appointed in 1703-First Number of the Courant-The 
Caledonia" Meycury-Carring away of the strata of Street Filth-Condition of old Houses. 


BEFORE proceeding with the general history of tll(
 
city, it may not be uninteresting to the reader if we 
quote the following description of the manners of 
the inhabitants in 1598, but to be taken under great 
reservation :- 
" Myself," says Morison, in his Itinerary, "was 
at a knight's house, who had many servants to 
attcnd him, that brought in his meat with their 
heads covered with blew caps (Ù., bonnets), the 
table being more than half furnished with great 
platters of porridge, each having (in them) a little 
piece of sodden meat; and when the table was 


served, the servants sat down with us; but the 
upper mess, instead of porridge, had a pullet, with 
some prunes in the broth. And I observed no art 
of cookery, or furniture of household stuff, but 
rather a rude neglect of both, though myself and 
my companion, sent from the Governor of Berwick, 
about Bordering affairs, were entertained in their 
best manner. The Scots living then in factions, 
used to keep many followers, and so consumed their 
revenue of victuals, living in some want of money. 
They vulgarly eat hearth cakes of oats, but in cities 
have also wheaten bread, which for the most part 
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is bought by courtiers, gentlemen, and the best sleeves on the arms, and all other garments, fol- 
sort of citizens. They drink pure wines, not with low the fashion of the women in Germany." 
sugar, as we English, yet at feasts they put comfits On the 20th of June, 1610, the Lord Provost of 
in the wine, after the French manner; but they Edinburgh exhibited to his Council two gowns, one 
had not our vintners' fraud to mix their wines. black, the other red, trimmed with sable, the gift 
" I did not see nor hear that they have any public of King James, as patterns of the robes to be worn 
inns, with signs hanging out; but the better sort of by him and the bailies of the city; and in 1667 
citizens brew ale (which will distemper a stranger's I Charles' II. gave Sir Alexander Ramsay, Provost in 
body), and then some citizens will entertain pas- that year, a letter, stating that the chief magistrate 
sengers upon acquaintance or entreaty (Ù., intra- of Edinburgh should have the same precedence in 
duction). Their bedsteads were then like cupboards I Scotland as the Mayor of London has in England, 
in the wall (Ù., box beds), to be opened and shut and that no other provost should have the title of 
at pleasure, so we climbed up to our beds. They "Lord Provost "-a privilege which has, however, 
used but one sheet, open at the sides and top, but since been modified. 
close at the feet. When passengers go to bed, their The attention of King James, who never forgot 
custom is to present them a sleeping cup of wine the interests of his native city, was drawn in 1618 
at parting. The country people and merchants to two abuses in its police. Notwithstanding the 
used to drink largely, the gentlemen somewhat warning given by the fire of 1 584, it was still cus- 
more sparingly; yet the very courtiers, by night- tomary for "baxters and browsters" (Ù., bakers 
meetings and entertaining any strangers, used to and brewers) to keep huge stacks of heather, whins, 
drink healths, not without excess; and to speak the and peats, in the very heart of the High Street and 
truth without offence, the excess of drinking was other thoroughfares, to the great hazard of all adja- 
far greater among the Scots than the English. cent buildings, and many who were disposed to 
"Myself being at the Court was invited by some erect houses within the walls were deterred from 
gentlemen to supper, and being forewarned to fear doing so by the risks to be run; while, moreover, 
this excess, would not promise to sup with them candle-makers and butchers were allowed to pursue 
but upon condition that my inviter would be my their avocations within the city, to the disgust anù 
protection from large drinking. The hus- annoyance of " civil and honest neighbours, and of 
bandmen in Scotland, the servants, and almost all the nobility and country people," who came in 
the country, did wear coarse cloth made at home, about their private affairs, and thus a royal procla- 
of grey or sky colour, and flat blew caps, very mation was issued against these abuses. The idea 
broad The merchants in cities were attired in of a cleaning department of police never occurred 
English or French cloth, of pale colour, or mingled to the good folk of those days; hence, in the fol- 
black and blew. The gentlemen did wear English lowing year, the plan adopted was that each inha- 
cloth or silk, or light stuffs,little or nothing adorned bitant should keep dean that part of each street 
with silk lace, much less with silver or gold; and before his own bounds. 
all followed the French fashion, especially at In 1618 Edinburgh was visited by Taylor the 
Court. Water Poet, and his description of it is as truthful 
"Gentlewomen married did wear close upper as it is amusing :-" So, leaving the castle, as it is 
bodies, after the German manner, with large whale- both defensive against any opposition and magni- 
bone sleeves, after the French manner; short fick for lodging and receipt, I descended lower to 
clü:lks like the Germans, French hoods, and large the city, wherein I observed the fairest and good- 
falling bands about their necks. The unmarried of Ii est street mine eyes ever beheld, for I did 
all sorts (?) did go bareheaded, and wear short never see or hear of a street of that length (which 
cloaks, with close linen sleeves on their arms, like is half a mile English from the castle to a fair port, 
the virgins of Germany. The inferior sort of which they call the Nether Bow); and from that 
citizens' wives and the women of the country did port the street which they call the Kenny-gate 
wear cloaks made of a coarse stuff, of two or three (Canongate) is one quarter of a mile more, down 
colours, in checker work, vulgarly called Plodon to the king's palace, caned Holyrood House; the 
(Ù., tartan plaiding). buildings on each side of the way being all of 
"To conclude, they would not at this time be squared stone, five, six, and seven storeys high, and 
attired after the English fashion in any sort; but many bye-lanes and closes on each side of the way, 
the .men, especially at Court, followed the French I wherein are gentlemen's houses, much fairer than 
fashIOn; and the women, both in Court and city, the buildings in the High Street, for in the High 
OJ.'> well in cloaks as naked heads and close, Street the merchant,> and tradesmen do dwell, but 
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the gentlemen's mansions and goodliest houses are was spread in the High Street that extended half 
obscurely founded in the aforesaid lanes. The its entire length, from the Cross to the Tron, 
walls are eight or ten feet thick, exceeding strong, whereat the nobility, Privy Council, anù Judges, sat 
not built for a day, a week, a month, or a year, but down to dinner, the heralds in their tabards anù 
from antiquity to posterity-for many ages. There the royal trumpeters being in attendance. 
I found entertainment beyond my expectation or In that same street, a generation after, was seen, 
merit; and there is fish, flesh, bread, and fruit in in his old age begging his bread from door to door, 
such variety, that I think I may offenceless call it John Earl of Traquair, who, in 1635, had been 
superfluity or satiety." Lord High Treasurer of Scotland and High Com- 
The " Penniless Pilgrim" came to Scotland in a missioner to the Parliament and General Assembly, 
more generous and appreciative mind than his one of the few Scottish nobles who protested against 
countryman did, 150 years subsequently, and all the surrender of King Charles to the English, but 
he saw filled him with wonder, especially the moun- who was utterly ruined by Cromwell. A note 
tains, to which he says, "Shooter's Hill, Gad's to Scotstarvit's "Scottish Statesmen," records that 
Hill, Highgate Hill, and Hampstead Hill, are but "he died in anno 1659. in extreme poverty, on the 
molehills." Lord's day, and suddenly when taking a pipe of 
Varied indeed have been the scenes witnessed in tobacco; and at his funeral had no mortcloth, 
the High Street of Edinburgh. Among these we but a black apron; nor towels, but dog's leishes 
may mention a royal banquet and whimsical pro- belonging to some gentlemen that were present; 
cession, formed by order of James Vr., in 1587. and the grave being two foot shorter than his body, 
Finding himself unable to subdue the seditious the assistants behoved to stay till the same was 
spirit of the ecclesiastics, whom he both feared and enlarged, and be buried." 
detested, he turned his attention to those personal "I saw him begging in the streets of Edinburgh," 
quarrels and deadly feuds which had existed for says another witness, James Fraser, minister of 
ages 8.mong the nobles and landed gentry, in the Kirkhill; "he was in an antique garb, wore a 
hope to end them. broad old hat, short cloak and panier breeches, 
After much thought and preliminary negotiation, and I contributed in my quarters in the Canongate 
he invited the chiefs of all the contending parties towards his relie( The Master of Lovat, Culbockie 
to a royal entertainment in Holyrood, where he (Fraser), Glenmoriston (Grant), and myself were 
obtained a promise to bury and forget their feudal there, and he received the piece of money from my 
dissensions for ever. Thereafter, in the face of hard as humbly and as thankfully as the poorest 
all the assembled citizens, he prevailed upon them supplicant. It is said, that at a time he had not 
to walk two by two, hand in hand, to the Market (money) to pay for cobbling his boots, and died 
Cross, where a banquet of wines and sweetmeats in a poor cobbler's house." 
was prepared for them, and where they all draT!k And this luckless earl, so rancorously treated, 
to each other in token of mutual friendship and was the lineal descendant of James Stuart the 
future forgiveness. The populace testified their Black Knight of Lome, and of John of Gaunt Duke 
approbation by loud and repeated shouts of joy. of Lancaster. 
" This reconciliatione of the nobilitie and diversse Nicoll records in his curious diary that in the 
of the gentry," says Balfour in his Amzales, "was October of 1654 a vast number of hares came into 
the gratest worke and happiest game the king the city, penetrating even to its populous and 
had played in all his raigne heithertills;" but if central parts, such as the Parliament Close and 
his good offices did not eradicate the seeds of the High Street; and in the latter, a lew years 
transmitted hate, they, at least for a time, smothered subsequently, 1662, we read in the Chr01zicle oj 
them. Fife of a famous quack doctor setting up his 
The same annalist records the next banquet public stage in the midst of that thoroughf..1.re for 
at the Cross in 1630. On the birth of a prince, the third time. 
afterwards Charles II., on the 29th of May, the John Pontheus was a German, styling himself 
Lord Lyon king-at-arms was dispatched by Charles professor of music, and his lIlodus operalldi affords 
from London, where he chanced to be, with orders a curious illustration of the then state of 
to carry the news to Scotland. He reached Edin- medical science in Great Britain, and of what 
burgh on the 1st of June, and the loyal joy of the our forefathers deemed the requisites to a good 
people burst forth with great effusiveness. The physician. On the stage mentioned Pontheus had 
batteries of the Castle thundered forth a royal one person to play the fool, another to dance 
salute; bells rang and bonfires blazed, and a table, upon a tight rope, in order to gather and amuse 
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an audience. Then he began to vend his drugs 
at eightpence per packet Nicoll admits that they 
were both good and real, and describes the antics 
of the assistants. 
Upon a great rope, fixed from side to side of 
the street, a man descended upon his breast with 


danced seven-score times, without intermission, 
lifting himself and vaulting six quarter high above 
his own head and lighting directly upon the tow 
(rope) as punctually as if he had been dancing on 
the plain stones." 
Four years after a different scene was witnessed 
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THE NETHER BOW PORT, FROM THE CANONGATE. (From an Etcl""g by 'Ja..." Sken
 of Rubislmv,) 


his arms .. stretched out like the wings of a fowl, in the High Street, when, in 1666, after the battle 
to the admiration of many." Nicoll adds that the of the Pentland Hills-a victory celebrated by 
country chirurgeons and apothecaries, finding his the discharge of nearly as many guns from the 
drugs both cheap and good, came to Edinburgh Castle as there were prisoners-the captives were 
from all parts of the realm, and bought them for marched to the Tolbooth. They were eighty 
the purpose of retailing them at a profit. The in number; and these poor Covenanters were 
antics and rope-dancing were continued for many conveyed manacled in triumph by the victor, 
days with an agility and nimbleness "admirable with trumpets sounding, kettle-drums beating, and 
to the beholders; one of the dancers having banners displayed. And Crookshank records in 
26 
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his history, that Andrew Murray, an aged Presby- 
terian minister, when he beheld the ferocious 
Sir Thomas Dalzell of Binns in his rusted head- 
piece, with his long white vow-beard which had 
never been profaned by steel since the execution 
of Charles I" riding at the head of his cavalier 
squadrons, who, flushed with recent victory, sur- 
rounded the prisoners with drawn rapiers and 
matches lighted; and when he heard the shouts 
of acclamation from the changeful mob, became 
so overpowered with grief at what he deemed the 
downfall for ever of "the covenanted Kirk of 
God," that he became ill, and expired. 
In 1678 we find a glimpse of modern civilisation, 
when it was ordained that a passenger stage 
between Leith and Edinburgh should have a fixed 
place for receiving complaints, and for departure, 
between the heads of Niddry's and the Blackfriars 
Wynds, in the High Street. The fare to Leith 
for two or three persons, in summer, was to be 
IS. sterling, or four persons IS. 4d., the fare to the 
Palace 9d., and the same returning. Carriages 
had been proposed for this route as early as 1610, 
when Henry Anderson, a Pomeranian, contracted to 
run them at the charge of 2S. a head; but they seem 
to have been abandoned soon after. Hackney 
carriages, which had been adopted in London in the 
time of Charles 1., did not become common in Scot- 
land till after the Restoration, and almost the first use 
we hear of one being put to was when a duel took 
place, in 1667, between William Douglas of Whit- 
tingham and Sir John Home of Eccles, who was 
killed. With their seconds they proceeded in a 
hackney coach from the city to a lonely spot on the 
shore near Leith, where, after a few passes, Home 
was run through the body by Douglas, who was 
beheaded therefor. 
The year 1678 saw the first attempt to start a 
stage from the High Street to Glasgow, when on 
the 6th of August a contract was entered into 
between the magistrates of that city and a merchant 
of Edinburgh, by which it was agreed that "the 
said William Hume shall have in readiness one 
sufficient strong coach, to run betwixt Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, to be drawn by six able horses; to 
leave Edinburgh ilk Monday morning, and return 
again-God willing-ilk Saturday night; the 
burgesses of Glasgow always to have a preference 
in the coach." As the undertaking was deemed 
arduous, and not to be accomplished without 
assistance, the said magistrates agreed to give Hume 
two hundred merks yearly for five years, whether 
passengers went or not, in consideration of his 
having actually received two years' premium in 
advance. 


Even with this pecuniary aid the speculation 
proved unprofitable, and was. abandoned, so little 
was the intercourse between place and place in 
those days. In the end of the 17th century-and 
for long after-it was necessary for persons de- 
sirous of proceeding from Edinburgh to London by 
land, to club for the use of a conveyance; and 
about the year 1686, Sir Robert Sibbald, His 
Majesty's physician, relates that" he was forced 
to come by sea, for he could not ride, by reason 
that the fluxion had fallen on his arme, and that he 
could not get companie to come in a coach." 
And people, before their departure, always made 
their wills, took solemn farewell of their friends, 
and asked to be prayed for in the churches. 
The Edinburgh of 1687, the year before the 
Revolution, actually witnessed the sale of a dancing- 
girl, a transaction which ended in a debate before 
the Lords of the Privy Council. 
On the 13th of January, in that year, as re- 
ported by Lord FountainhaIl, Reid, a mountebank 
prosecuted Scott of Harden and his lady, "for 
stealing away from him a little girl called The 
Tumbling Lassie, that danced upon a stage, and 
produced a contract by which he had bought 
her from her mother for thirty pounds Scots (about 
;/;2 10S. sterling). But we have no slaves in 
Scotland," adds his lordship, "and mothers cannot 
sell their bairns; and physicians attested that the 
employment of tumbling would kill her, her joints 
were even now growing stiff, and she declined to 
return, though she was an apprentice, and could 
not run away from her master." Then some of the 
Privy Council in the canting spirit of the age, 
"quoted Moses' Law, that if a servant shelter him- 
self with thee, against his master's cruelty, thou shalt 
not deliver him up." The Lords therefore assoilzied 
(i.e., acquitted) Harden, who had doubtless been 
moved only by humanity and compassion. 
By the year 1700 the use of private carriages in the 
streets had increased so much that when the prin- 
cipal citizens went forth to meet the King's Com- 
missioner, there were forty coaches, with 1,200 
gentlemen on horseback, with their mounted 
lackeys. 
In 1702, at 10 o'clock on the evening of the 
12th March, Colonel Archibald Row of the Royal 
Scots Fusileers (now 21st Foot), arrived express in 
Edinburgh, to announce the death of William of 
Orange, at Kensington Palace, on the 8th of the 
same month. It consequently took three days and 
a half for this express to reach the Scottish capital, 
a day more than that required by Robert Cary, to 
bring intelligence of the death of Elizabeth, ninety- 
nine years before. Monteith in his "Theatre of 
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Mortality," 1704, gives us the long inscription on the gigantic regiment of Grenadiers. Two guineas as 
tomb of the Colonel's wife, in the Greyfriars, begin- bounty were offered, and many tall fellows were 
ning :-" Hic þosilæ Rdiq/liæ Lec/issmæ malrollæ, enlisted. The same regiment was recruited for 
JeaTl/læ JohnsoTlæ, cOTlj"ztgis Archibald; Row, Regiæ in Edinburgh in 1728. 
Sdoþþe/ariorum Le
;ollts," &c. She died in By the year 17 30 great changes had been 
1702. effected by the magistrates in enforcing cleanliness 
On the 8th of March Anne was proclaimed in the streets, and repressing the habit (accompanied 
Queen of Scotland, at the Cross, with all the usual by the terrible cry of Gardezf eau) of throwing slops 
solemnities. and rubbish from the windows. Sir James Dick of 
In January, 1703, George Young, merchant in Prestonfield, the wise provost of 1679, transported 
the High Street, was appointed by the Provost, Sir away by personal energy a vast stratum of the 
Hugh Cunningham, and the Council, to act as refuse of ages, through which people had to make 
a constable, and along with several other citizens literal lanes to their shops and house-doors and 
of respectable position, "oversee the manners and I therewith enriched his lands by the margin of 
order of the burgh, and the inhabitants thereof;" Duddingston Loch (Act of ParI. James VII., I., 
and on the evening of the 24th, being Sunday, he cap. 12), till their fertility is proverbial to the 
went through some parts of the city to see "that present day. But still there was no regular system 
the Lord's day, and the laws made for the ob- of cleaning, and though Sir Alexander Brand, a 
servance thereof, were not violated." In the house well-known magistrate and manufacturer of Spanish 
of Marjory Thorn, a vintner, this new official found, leather gilt hangings, made some vigorous proposals 
about 10 P.III., several companies in several rooms, on the subject, they were not adopted, till in 
and expostulated with her on the subject, after 1730 the magistrates endeavoured by the strong arm 
which, according to his own account, he quietly of the law to repress the obnoxious habit. of 
withdrew. throwing household litter from the windows, a 
As he proceeded up the close to the .High Street, habit amusingly described by Smollett forty years 
he and his comrades were followed by Mr. Archi- after in his "Humphrey Clinker." 
bald Campbell, son of the Lord Niel Campbell, On the 6th of September, 175 I, the fall of 
who warned him that if he reported Marjory's a great stone tenement on the north of the High 
house to the magistrates, he would repent it. This Street, near the Cross, six storeys in height, with 
affair ended in a kind of riot next day, in Young's attics, sinking at once from top to bottom, and 
shop, opposite the Town Guard House, and Campbell occasioning some loss of life, caused a general 
would probably have slain Young, had not the alarm in the city concerning the probable state of 
latter contrived to get hold of his sword and keep many of the more ancient and crumbling houses. 
it till the Guard came, and the matter was brought A general survey was made, and many were 
before the Privy Council, when such was the condemned, and ordered to be taken down. 
influence of family and position. that the luckless But from 1707 Edinburgh stood singularly still 
Mr. Young was fined 400 merks, to be paid to tiIJ 1763, when the citiæns seemed to wake 
Campbell, and to be imprisoned till the money from their apathetic lethargy. After that period 
was forthcoming. the erection of adjuncts to the old city (to 
On the 14 t h of February, 1705, appeared the be referred to in their own localities) led to the 
first number of the EdÙlburgh COt/rani, a simple general desertion of it by all people of position and 
folio broadsheet, published by James Watson, in wealth. Among the last who lingered there, and 
Craig's Close. Its place was afterwards taken by retained his mansion in the High Street, was 
MacEwen's EdÙlbllrgh Ez'enÙlg CO/lraT1I, in 1718, James Fergusson of Pitfour, M.P., whose body was 
a pennanent success to this day. It was a Whig borne thence in October, 1820, for interment in the 
print, and caused the starting of the now defunct Greyfriars Churchyard. 
Caledonian lIferczlry, in the Jacobite interest, In the March of 1820 the High Street waE 
a little quarto of two leaves. jighted with gas for the first time. "This has been 
According to the Couranl of April 9th, 1724, the done," says a print of the day, "by the intro- 
denizens of the High Street, and other greater duct ion of a single cockspnr light into each of the 
thoroughfares, were startled by "a bank I, of drums, old globes, in which the old oil lamps were fom1erly 
beating up for recruits for the King of Prussia's suspended." 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 


THE HIGH STREET (continued). 


The Black Turnpike-Bitter Reception of Queen Mary-Lambie's Banner-Mary in the Black Turnpike-The House of Fentonbarns-lts 
Picturesque Appearance-fhe Hou",e of Hassal1dyne the Printer. 1574- u tSlshop.s Land:- Town House: of Archbishop Spottiswood-Its 
various Tenants-Sir Stuart Thriepland -The Town-house of the Hendersolls of Fordel-The Lodging of the E",rl
 of Crawford-The 
First Shop of Allan Ramsay-The Religious Feeling or the People-Ancrum House-fhe First Shop of Constable and Co.-Manners and 
Millar. Booksell.:rs. 


ON the south side of this great thoroughfare heart was wrung with terrible anguish; she uttered 
and immediately opposite to the City Guard House, the most mournful complaints, and coukl scarcely 
stood the famous Black Turnpike. It occupied be kept in her saddle. This celebrated but 
the ground westward of the Tron church, and obnoxious standard belonged to the band or 
now left vacant as the entrance to Hunter's Square. company of Captain Lambie, a hired soldier of the 
It is described as a magnificent edifice by Maitland. Government, slain afterwards, in 1585, in a clan 
and one that, if not disfigured by one of those battle on Johnston Moor. Instead of conveyin,g 
timber fronts (of the days of Jam
s IV.), would be Mary to Holyrood, as Sir William Kirkaldy had 
the most sumptuous building perhaps in Edinburgh. promised, in the name of the Lords, they led her 
But, like many others, it had rather a painful through the dark and narrow wynds of the crowded 
history. [See view, p. 136.] city, surrounded by a fierce, bigoted, and petulant 
"A principal proprietor of this building," says mob, who loaded the air with hootings and insult- 
Maitland, "has been pleased to show me a deed ing cries. The innumerable windows of the lofty 
wherein George Robertson of Lochart, burgess of houses, and the outside stair-heads - then the 
Edinburgh, built the said tenement, which refutes distinguishing features of a Scottish street-were 
the idle story of its being built by Kenneth IlL" crowded with spectators, who railed at her in 
The above-mentioned deed is dated Dee. 6, 1461, unison with the crowd below. Mary cried aloud 
and, in the year 1508, the same author relates that to all gentlemen, who in those days were easily 
James IV. empowered the Edinburghers to farm or distinguished by the richness of their attire, and 
let the Burghmuir, which they immediately cleared superiority of their air-" I am your queen, your 
of wood; and in order to encourage people to own native princess; oh, suffer me not to be 
buy this wood, the Town Council enacted that all abused thus!" "But alas for Scottish gallantry, 
persons might extend the fronts of their houses I the age of chivalry had passed away!" says the 
seven feet into the street, whereby the High Street author of "Kirkaldy's Memoirs," whose authorities 
was reduced fourteen feet in breadth, and the are Calderwood, Melville, and Balfour. " Mary's 
appearance of the houses much injured. face was pale from fear and grief; her eyes were 
There is eviùence that in the 16th century the swollen with tears; her auburn hair hung in dis- 
Black Turnpike had belonged to George Crichton, order about her shoulders; her fair form was 
Bishop of Dunkeld, in 1527, and Lord Privy Seal. poorly attired in a riding tunic; she was ex- 
In 1567 it was the town mansion of the provost of I hausted with fatigue, and covered with the summer 
the city, Sir Simon Preston of Craigmillar, Balgay, dust of the roadway, agitated by the march of so 
and that ilk, ancestor of the Earls of Desmond in many men; in short, she was scarcely recognis 
Ireland It was to this edifice that Mary Queen of able; yet thus, like some vile criminal led to 
Scots was brought a prisoner, about nine in the I execution, she was conducted to the house of Sir 
evening of Sunday the 15th of June, by the con- Simon Preston of Craigmillar. The soldiers of 
federate lords and their troops, after they violated the Confederates were long of passing through the 
the treaty by which she surrendered to them at gates; the crowd was so dense, and the streets 
Carberry Hill. were so narrow, that they filed through, man 
On the márch towards the city the soldiers by man." 
treated Mary with the utmost insolence and in- At the Black Turnpike she was barbarously 
dignity, pouring upon her an unceasing torrent of thrust into a small stone chamber, only thirteen 
epithets the most opprobrious and revolting to a feet square by eight high, and locked up like a 
female. Whichever way she turned an emblematic felon-she, the Queen of Scotland, the heiress of 
banner of white taffety, representing the dead body England, and the dowager of France! It was 
of the murdered Darnley, with the liltle king kneel- then ten o'clock; the city was almost dark, but 
ing beside it, was held up before her eyes, stretched fierce tumult and noise reigned without. 
out between two spears. She wept; her young And this was the queen of whom the scholarly 
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Buchanan wrote thus, in his beautiful Epi- 
thalamium ;- 
.. Behold the beauties that her brow adorn 
More bright than beams when Sol illumes the morn; 
Her graceful form and modest gait conspire 
To light the torch of pure and chaste desire; 
Her blooming cheeks with opening roses vie; 
"hat gentle light darts from her lovely eye! 
She perfect ease with elegance combines, 
While tender youth in mild alliance shines; 
She utterance bland with majesty unites, 
Charms every eye, and all the soul delights; 
Nor does her genius to her beauty yield, 
Nurtured with care behind Minerva's shield; 
She every hour in useful lore improves, 
And wanders far amid Pierian groves; 
Her mental powers, bright as the star of day, 
Her manners grace, and radiance round display." 


There, however, she spent the night, the last 
she was ever to spend in the capital of her 
kingdom-a captive, yet still a queen. For 220 
years after, this apartment, with its little window 
facing the High Street, was always regarded as 
an object of interest. "A woman, young, beau- 
tiful, and in distress," says the gentle Robertson, 
"is naturally an object of compassion. The 
comparison of their present misery with their 
former splendour naturally softens us in favour of 
illustrious sufferers; but the people beheld the 
deplorable situation of their sovereign with insensi. 
bility ; and so strong was their persuasion of her 
guilt, that the sufferings of their queen did not in 
any way mitigate their resentment, or procure her 
that sympathy which is seldom denied to unfor- 
tunate princes." 
At dawn on the following day there was a 
scuffle in the High Street, and under the walls of 
the Black Turnpike the helpless queen heard the 
clash of swords, and the war-cry of "A Home! 
a Home !" 
As morning brightened she looked from the 
window of her prison, but the crowd was still 
there; she was greeted with the same yells and 
opprobrious epithets, while the same odious banner 
of Lambie's mercenaries was displayed before her 
eyes. Overcome by tears and despair, a kind of 
delirium seized her; she rent her clothes, and, 
heedless of the pitiless crowd, she appeared at 
the window, with her hair dishevelled and her 
bosom bare. 
"Good people!" she exclaimed, in accents of 
agony j "good people! either satisfy your hatred 
and cruelty by taking my miserable life, or relieve 
me from the hands of these infamous and inhuman 
trai tors. " 
To the honour of the citizens this appeal was 
not made in vain. Many of them pitied her, 


believing that the affection she was said to bear 
the now fugitive Bothwell was caused by the love- 
philters of his old paramour, the necromantic Lady 
of Buccleuch, "who knew the art that none maJ' 
name." Accordingly, many of the more respectable 
burghers and booth-holders tegan to take arms, 
and throng the streets in their helmets and arm our; 
while some of the changeful rabble began to revile 
the treaty-breaking lords, and to clamour for their 
queen. 
A dread of what might ensue led to her imme- 
diate transmission to Holyrood to appease the 
populace; but when midnight came she was 
deprived of her ornaments, disguised in a kirtle 
of coarse russet, and compelled to .lccompany two 
of the most savage of the confederate barons, 
armed ..nd in close helmets - William Lord 
Ruthven and the grim misanthrope Lindsay- 
who conveyed her direct to the Castle of Loch- 
leven. 
In 1693, and also in 1697, there was a case 
reported by Fountainhall, an action brought by 
the trustees of Heriot's Hospital against Robert 
Hepburn of Bearford, "for a ground annual out of 
the tenement called Robertson's Inn," afterwards 
mentioned as his tenement "called the Black 
Turnpike," the property of Robertson of Lochart 
in 1461. From documents then adduced, it would 
appear that the Bishop of Dunkeld had conferred 
the bUilding on his two illegitimate daughters. 
About 164 years before its demolition, this edi- 
fice, universally said then to have been the oldest 
in the city, had been repaired, as the lintel of one 
of its doors in Peebles Wynd bore, according to 
the EdÌ11burgh lIfàgazzilc for 1788, the inscription 
-" Pax Ùltra/ltibus . salus. eXelllltilms. 1674 ;" "a 
legend," says a writer, "peculiarly appropriate for 
the scene of the poor queen's last lodging in her 
capital, and probably the only thing to which the 
legend truly applied" However that may be, the 
building was demolished in the year 17 88 . 
Lower down, on the same side of the street, 
was an ancient timber-fronted tenement, that re- 
mained unchanged in its external form till 1823. 
In its antique state it was one of the most perfect 
specimens existing of that picturesque French style 
introduced into Scotland in the years of the old 
alliance with France, and which characterised all 
the architecture of Edinburgh previous to the 
seventeenth century. The carved work beneath 
the eaves, in the projecting angles of the roof, 
was extremely beautiful. 
This mansion was one of many built shortly 
after the last burning of Edinburgh, by the in- 
vaders under the E.lrl of Hertford in lS-l4, and 
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in an investment in favour of John Preston, Com- I to the first floor, the stone turnpike stair of which 
missar)', dated 1581, is described as "that tene- bore the abbre"iated legend in Gothiccharacters- 
ment of lands lying in the said burgh on the south DEO. HO:olOR . ET. GLIA. 
side of the High Street, and on the entry of the 
wynd of the Preaching Friars, formerly waste, A little lower down the street, and nearly 
having been burnt by the English." Thus it opposite the house of John Knox, dwelt Thomas 
would appear to have been built between 1544 I Bassandyne, in that tall old mansion we have 
and 1581-probably near the former date, as the I already referred to in an early chapter as having 
situation being central it was unlikely to remain had built into its front the fine sculptured heads of 
long waste. I the Emperor Septimius Severus and his Empress 
In 1572 it suffered greatly during the siege or' Julia, and having between them a tablet inscribed, 
the Castle, in common with the Earl of Mar's I ".!n sudore vults lui veceris pane luo," which 
mansion in the Cowgate, and Baxter's house in \\ lIson shrewdly suspects to have been a fragment 
Dalgleish's Close, of the adjacent convent of St. Mary, or some other 
Its proprietor, John Preston, in 1581, though the old monastic establishment in Edinburgh. 
son of a baker, was an emi
ent lawyer in the ti
e I Here it.was that Thomas 
assand
.ne, 
 fam
us 
of J ames VI., who was raised to the Bench In old Scottish typographer, In conjunctIOn with 
March, 1594, as Lord Fentonbarns (in succession Alexander Arbuthnot, undertook in 1574 the then 
to Janles first Lord Balmerino) and died Presi- arduous task of issuing his heautiful folio Bible, 
dent of the Court in 1616. His mode of election I with George .Young, a servant (clerk) of the Abbot 
was curious. "The King," says Lord Hailes, of Dunfermhne, as a corrector of the press; the 
"named :\lr. Peter Rollock, Bishop of Dunkeld, I " printing irons," or types were of cast-metal. The 
Mr. David MacGill of Cranstoun-RiddeI, and Mr. work of printing the Bible proved a heavier task 
Preston of Fentonbams, requesting the Lords to than they expected, as it had met with many im- 
choose the fittest of the three to be an Ordinary pediments; and before the Privy Council, which 
Lord of Session. The Lords were solemnly sworn was giving them monetary aid, they pleaded for 
to choose according to their knowledge and con- nine months to complete the work, or return the 
science. In consequence of this, cOlljÚli in Pi/e.l//11 money contributed towards it by various Scottish 
nOlllÙubus [by ballot], the Lords elected Mr. John I parishes. In this we see the first attempt to 
rreston." publish by subscription. Here, too, Thomas 
Before his death he attained to great wealth and Bassandyne printed his rare quarto edition of Sir 
dignity; he was knighted by King James, and his I David Lin.desay's Poems in 1574. His wiII is 
daughter Margaret was married in this old house to 'preserved In the BallllafJ'ne Aliscellany, and from 
Robert Xairn of :\Iackersie, and became mother I it it appears, that his mother was life-rented in that 
of the first Lord 1\ aim, who was placed in the part of the house which formed the printer's 
Tower of London by Cromwell in 1650, with many dwelling, the annual rent of which was eight 
others, and not released till the RestOiation, ten I pounds; while the remainder that belonged to 
years after. himself, was occupied by his brother Michael. At 
The senator's son, Sir Michael Preston, suc- all events, he leaves in his will "his thrid, the 
ceeded him in possession of the mansion in 1616. ane half thairof to his wyf, and the vthir half to 
Preston, together with Craig and Stirling, is his mother, and :\Iichael and his baimes," in 
mentioned in a satirical production of Alexander which, says the memorialist of Edinburgh, we 
Montgomery, author of "The Cherrie and the presume to have been included the house, which 
Slae," and before \\hom he had become in"olved we find both he and his bairns afterwards pos- 
in a tedious suit before the Court of Session, and I sessing. and for which no rent would appear to 
was at one time threatened with quarters in the have been exacted during the lifetime of the 
Tolbooth. He wrote of Fentonbams as- generous old printer. 
His house is repeatedly referred to in the e\ idence 
of the accomplices of the Earl of Bothwell in the 
The old house narrowly escaped total destruc- murder of Damley, an event which took place 
tion by a fire in 1795, thus nearly anticipating that during the life of Bassandyne, beneath whose house 
oflater years. It was the last survivor of the long \\as one occupied by a sword slipper, with whom it 
and unbroken range of quaint and stately edifices is said lodged the Black John of Ormiston, one of 
on the south side of the street, between St. Giles's I the conspirators, for whom the Test called on the 
and the Nether Bow. An outside stair gave access night of the murder. 
I 


" A baxter's bird, a bluitter beggar born." 
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ALLAN RAMSAY. 
(From tlu Portrait in 1111 1761 Edih"øn øf It,s " PO
IIIS. U) 


One of the most famous edifices on the north 
side of the High Street was known as " the Bishop's 
Land," so called from having been the town 
residence of J olm Spottiswood, Archbishop of St. 
Andrews in 1615, and son of John Spottiswood, 
Superintendent of Lothian, a reformed divine, who 
prayed over James VI., and blessed him when 
an infant in his cradle, in the Castle of Edinburgh. 
From him the Archbishop inherited the house, 
which bore the legend and date, 
BUSSI r . BE. YE. LORD. FOR. ALL. HIS. GIFTIS. 1578. 


consequently it must have been built when the Super- 
intendent (whose father 
fell at Flodden) was in 
his sixty-eighth year, and 
was an edifice sufficiently 
commodious and magnifi- 
cent to serve as a town 
residence of the Primate 
of Scotland, who in his 
zeal to promote the de- 
signs of James VI. for 
the establishment of Epis- 
copacy, performed the 
then astounding task of 
no less than fifty journeys 
to London. 
The ground floor of 
the mansion, like many 
others of the same age 
in the same street, was 
formed of a deeply-arched 
piazza, the arches of 
which sprang from massive 
stone piers. From the 
first floor there projected 
a fine brass balcony, that 
must many a time and oft have been hung with gay 
garlands and tapestry, and crowded with the fair 
and noble to witness the state pageants of old, 
such as the great procession of Charles I. to Holy- 
rood, where he was crowned by the archbishop 
King of Scotland in 1633. From this house 
Spottiswood was obliged to fly, when the nation 
ell masse resisted, with peremptory promptitude, the 
introduction of the Liturgy. He took refuge in 
London, where he died in 1639, and was interred 
in \V estminster Abbey. 
In 1752 the celebrated Lady Jane Douglas, wife 
of Sir George Stuart of Grantully, and the heroine 
of the famous "Douglas cause," was an occu- 
pant of "the Bishop's Land," till she ceased to be 
able to afford a residence even there. Therein, 
too, resided the first Lord President Dundas, and 
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there was born in 1741 his son, the celebrated 
statesman, Henry Viscount Melville. 
There long abode, on the first floor of the 
"Bishop's Land," a fine old Scottish gentleman, 
" one of the olden time," Sir Stuart Thriepland, of 
Fingask Castle, Bart., whose father had been at- 
tainted after the battle of Sheriffmuir, which, 
however, did not prevent Sir Stuart from duly 
taking his full share in the' 45. His wanderings 
over, and the persecutions past, he took up his 
residence here, and had his house well hung, we 
are told, with well-painted portraits of ropl per- 
sonages-but !lOt of the reigni1lg house. He died 
in 1805, and the forfeited 
honours were generously 
restored by George IV. 
in 1826 to his son, Sir 
Patrick M. Thriepland 
of Fingask, which had 
long before been pur- 
chased back by the money 
of his mother, Janet Sin- 
clair of Southdun. 
On the third floor, 
above him, dwelt the 
Hamiltons of Pencaitland, 
and the baronial Aytouns 
of Inchdairnie. Mrs. 
Aytoun was Isabel, daugh- 
ter of Robert, fourth Lord 
Rollo, "a..d would some- 
times come down the 
stair," says Robert Cham- 
bers, " lighting herself 
with a little waxen taper, 
to drink tea with Mrs. 
Janet Thriepland (Sir 
Patrick's sister)-for so 
she called herself, though unmarried. In the 
uppem10st floor of all lived a reputable tailor 
and his family. All the various tenants, in- 
cluding the tailor, were on friendly terms with 
each other-a IJleasant thing to tell of this bit of 
the old world, which has left nothing of the same 
kind behind it in these days, when we all live at a 
greater distance, physical and moral, from each 
other. " 
This fine old tenement, which was one of the 
most aristocratic in the street till a comparatively 
recent period, was totally destroyed by fire in 
1814. 
Eastward of it stood the town-house of the 
Hendersons of Fordel (an old p:>trician Fife- 
shire family), with whom Queen Mary was once 
a visitor; but it, too, has passed away, and an 
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unattractive modern block of buildings occu- It is mentioned in "Moyse's Memoirs," when 
pies its site. In" Lamont's Diary" we rearl, that occupied by David ninth Earl of Crawford, in 
in 1649, Lady Pitarro, a sister of the Laird of 1588, about the time when Francis Stewart Earl 
Forde1-Henderson, "was delated by many to be a of Bothwell was alternately the pest and terror of 
witch; was apprehended and carried to Edin- James VI. Sir Alexander Lindesay, brother of the 
burghe, where she was keiped fast; and after Earl of Crawford (a gentleman who was created 


I Á. -= 
6 I.. 
I).I
._ I 
f'j ,.. ['r- ! 
I' .. _ .. --- iiI', iii' W fiZ 
- iiii-- 1 \ " I \J I " ' I' :.=, f III I 
"I: ::= I I.
' · - t ..
II. 
 _ b l :
 _ " ' _ t _ 
 -,J" II'
"--
' ' __ t 
 'iæ
.' l
r 
':\- . 
_I'IL.- I" II 

J_ _ _ 
-:JI:3 ' 
 -==-u "
 

 '"
" . 

 , 
:"--f/ l-"

.n'_ 

1I FR 


\...L .. f_ - 
'ï '\......- 
 
""Iõ.ot... 

 'I ,--- 
.. _' II "":: _ I: 
'.. " 
 :>>- " 
. I ,', . .-=:- 
 
- 
 " -""
?$ _ c; ø ....__ 
 I 
I .., . , - 4....-.
 - -.:,: 
 " 
_".... .... .. 
 . , '"-
 7 II 'IIt!:
,l..1 I _ 
.. --.. .- "'JI>"'..- 
.v-=IJ:.... .<í,"- '
v 
./ ""/""" 
 - 
 


r;, 

 V", 



 
I ' 
I
 
. 



 


'rf 

l 
'i" 


, -', 
\ , 


. .\ 
\ 


I , 


':" 



; i\ .==3: 

- 


, ' 


I
 ...."""-. 



 -
 ., 


. 


'.. 

 . 
" I::! 


..ii l 
... 
... 
.. 
.I@... , 



 


I, 
, ,t, 
,- 


: ..
 

: 
. 

 




...I 
'11II'" 
!jli"l 


: 


!i i, 
$ ì
_.- _ :,.. 


.... 
 ;;
 


r 
, 


"" 


\ 


- ". ,.,: 
. I 
 
. I' 
'I 


-; 
f.7 



r 
-
 
. 


-:;ji"- 


- 



=" 




 


-::; 



 


-' 


. L- . 
_--.. I 
, ' 


-- 
..... 
'"" 


.: 1"'- 
.. J ::&1 ( 
,a: -:::.....1.- '" - 



 


.... I 


. 

' 
 I 
'\ ,
'
 
... - "'J_ .=.._J.1
 


.. ' 


7.
 
I 
I 


I. 
l- CI1AQllS. P
QCit,;: -- 
lCjjH' 
_ O{P 
- -- ---.. 


[, 


'J "'1 
I, 



 l " ,J' 
/I' ' I 
SI PI . 
I ' I ' 


.... 
r " 

 j 

 --<- 


, 


ALI.AN MM
AY'S SHOP, HIGH STREET. 


L I", 


-." '11,1' 
-.... 
 


, , 




 


remaining in prison for a tyme, being in health att 
night, upon the morn was found dead. It was 
thought that she had wronged herse1fe, either by 
strangling or by poyson; but we leave that to the 
judgment of the Great Day." She had likely died 
of grief and horror. 
On the same side or the street, and nearly op- 
posite the head of Black friars Wynd, was the 
lodging or town hous:,: of the E
rls of Crawford. 
27 


Lord Spynie anrl was slain in 1607 by Lindes
y of 
Edzell), was promoted to the command of the 
Royal Guards, over the head of the Master of 
Glammis, who resented this bitterly. "Some 
bragging," says Moyse, "followed thereupon be- 
twixt him and the Earl of Bothwell, who took p
rt . 
\,ith the Earl of Crawford and his brother against 
the Master of Glammis, and both parties having 
great companies attending them, some tumult was 
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likely to have arisen. It happened by accident 
that the Earl of Bothwell, coming out of the Earl 
of Crawford's lodging, was met by the Earl of l\1arr, 
who was coming out of the Laird of Lochleven's 
lodging hard by; as it being about ten o'clock at 
night, and so dark that they could not know one 
another, he pJ.ssed by, not knowing that the 
Master of Glammis was there, but thinking it was 
only the Earl of Marr. However, it was said that 
some ambushment of men and hackbuttiers had 
been duressed in the house by cOlUmand of both 
parties." 
Some brawl or tragedy had evidently been on 
the tapis, for next day the king had the Earl of 
Bothwell and the Master before him at Holyrood, 
and committed the former to ward in the Palace 
of Linlithgow, and the latter to the Castle of Edin- 
burgh, "for having a band of hacquebuttiers in 
ambush with treasonable intent." 
Passing to more peaceable times, on the same 
side of the street, we come to one of the most 
picturesque edifices in it, numbered as 155 (and 
nearly opposite Niddry Street), in which Allan 
Ramsay resided and began his earlier labours, "at 
the sign of the Mercury," before he removed, in 
1726, to the shop in the Luckenbooths, where we 
S,l w him last. 
It is an ancient timber-fronted land, the singu- 
larly picturesque aspect of which was much marred 
by some alterations in 1845, but herein worthy 
Allan first prosecuted his joint labours of author, 
editor, and bookseller. From this place he issued 
his poems in single or half sheets, as they were 
written; but in whatever shape they always found 
a ready sale, the citizens being wont to send their 
children with a penny for "Allan Ramsay's last 
piece." Here it was, that in 1724 he published 
the first volume of "The Tea Table Miscellany," 
a collection of songs, Scottish and English, 
dedicated 


.. To ilka lovely British lass, 
Frae Ladies Charlotte, Anne and Jean, 
Doon to ilk bonny singing Bess 
\Vha ùances barefoot on the green." 


This publication ran through twelve editions, and 
its early success induced him in the same year to 
bring out" The Evergreen," a collection ofScouish 
poems, "wrote by the Ingenious before 1600," 
professed to be selected from the Rannatyne MSS. 
And here it wa
 that Ramsay had some of his 
hard struggles with the magistrates and clergy, 
who deemed and denounced all light literature, 
songs, and plays, as frivolity and open profanity, in 
the sour fanatical spirit of the age. 


Religion, in form, entered more into the daily 
habits of the Scottish people down to 1730 than it 
now does. Apart from regular attendance at 
church, and daily family worship, each house had 
some species of oratory, wherein, according to the 
Domestic Annals, "the head of the family could 
at stated times retire for his private devotions, 
which were usually of a protracted kind, and often 
accompanied by great moanings and groanings, 
expressive of an intense sense of human worth- 
lessness without the divine favou
." Twelve 
o'clock was the hour for the cold Sunday dinner. 
"I\icety and love of rich feeding were understood 
to be the hateful peculiarities of the English, and 
unworthy of the people who had been so much 
more favoured by God in the knowledge of matters 
of higher concern." Puritanic rigour seemed to 
be destruction for literature, and when Addison, 
Steele, and Pope, were conferring glory on that of 
England, Scotland had scarcely a writer of note; 
and Allan Ramsay, in fear and trembling of legal 
and clerical censure, lent out the plays of Con- 
greve and Farquhar from that quaint old edifice 
numbered 155, High Street. 
The town residence of the Ancrum family was 
long one of the finest specimens of the timber- 
fronted tenements of the High Street. It stood on 
the north side, at the head of Trunk's Close, 
behind the Fountain Well, and though it included 
several rooms with finely-stuccoed ceilings, and a 
large hall, beautifully decorated with rich pilasters 
and oak panelling-and was undoubtedly worthy 
of being preserved-it was demolished in 18 73. 
Here was the first residence of Scott of Kirkstyle, 
who, in 1670, obtained a charter under the great 
seal of the barony of Ancrum, and in the following 
year was created Sir John Scott, 13aronet, by 
Charles II. 
In 1703 the house passed into the possession of 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, Bart., of Stobs, who resided here 
with his eight sons, the youngest of whom, for his 
glorious defence of Gibraltar, was created Lord 
Heathfield in 1787. 
On the same side of the street, Archibald 
Constable, perhaps the most eminent publisher 
that Scotland has produced, began business in a 
small shop, in the year 1795, and from there, in 
the November of that year, he issued the first of 
that series of sale catalogues of curious and rare 
books, which he continued for a few years to 
issue at intervals, and which attracted to his shop 
all the bibliographers and lovers of literature in 
Edinburgh. 
Hither came, almost daily, such men as Richard 
Heber, afterwards M.P. for the University of 
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Oxford; Mr. Alennder Campbell, author of the -a low, dusky chamber, inhabited by a few clerks, 
., History of Scottish Poetry"; Dr. Alexander and lined with an assortment of unbound books and, 
Murray, the famous self-taught philologist; Dr. stationery-entirely devoid of all those luxurious 
John Leyden, who died at Java j Mr. (afterwards attractions of sofas and sofa-tables and books of 
Sir) Walter Scott; Sir John Graham Dalzell j and prints, &c., which one meets with in the superb 
many others distinguished for a taste in Scottish nursery of the QUllrterly Rez'Ù711 in Albemarle 
literature and historical antiquities, including Dr. Street. The bookseller himself is seldom to be 
J ames Browne, author of the "History of the seen in this part of his premises j he prefers to sit 
Highland Clans," and one of the chief contributors in a chamber immediately above, where he can 
to Constable's Edinburgh lJ.Iagazine. proceed with his own work without being disturbed 
The works of some of these named were among by the incessant cackle of the young Whigs who 
the first issued from Constable's premises in the lounge below j and where few casual visitors are 
High Street, where his obliging manners, profes- admitted to enter his presence, except the more 
sional intelligence, personal activity, and prompt I important members of the great Whig Corporatiun 
attention to the wishes of all, suon made him -reviewers either in esse, or at least supposed to 
popular with a great literary circle; but his actual be so in þosse-contributors to the supplement of 
reputation as a publisher may be said to have the 'Encyclopædia Brit,lImica.' The 
commenced with the appearance, in October, 1802, booksellt'r is himself a good-looking man, appa- 
of the first number of the EdÙlbllrgh Rn'iezt / . rently about fort\', very fat in his person, with a 
His conduct towards the contributors of that face having good lines, and a fine healthy com- 
famous quarterly was alike discreet and liberal, plexion. He is one of the most jolly-looking 
and to his business tact and straightforward members of the trade I ever saw, and, moreover, 
deportment, next to the genius and talent of the one of the most pleasing and counly in his ad- 
projectors, much of its subsequent success must dress. One thing that is remarkable about him, 
be attributed. and, indeed, vep distinguishingly so, is his total 
In 180 4 he admitted as a partner Mr. Hunter I want of that so.t of critical jabber of which most 
of Blackness, and the firm took the name of of his brethren are so profuse, and of which custom 
Constable and Co. ; and after various admissions, has rendered me rather fond than otherwise. Mr. 
changes, and deaths, his sole partner in 18I2 was Constable is too much of a bookseller to think it 
Mr. Robert Cadell. In 1805 he started TIle at all necessary that he should appear to be 
EdÙlburgh Medical and Sllrgictll.lollrtlal, a work I knowing in the merits of books. His business is 
projected in concert with Dr. Andrew Duncan j to publish books j he leaves the work of examining 
and in the same year. in conjunction with Long- I them before they are published, and criticising 
man and Co., of London, he published "The Lay them afterwards, to others who have more leisure 
of the Last Minstrel," the first of that long series of on their hands than he has." 
romantic publications in poetry and prose which In the same "Letters" we are taken to the 
immortalised the name of Scott, to whom he gave publishing establishment of Manners and Millar, 
/,1,000 for "Marmion" before a line of it was on the opposite side of the High Street-" the true 
written. In conjunction with Messrs. Millar lounging-place of the blue-stockings and literary 
and Murray, and after many important works, in- beatl 11londe of the Northern metropolis," but long 
eluding the" Encyclopædia Britannica," had issued since extinct 
from his establishment in 1814, he brought out thc Unlike Constable's premises, there the ante- 
first of the" \Vaverley Novels." rooms were spacious and elegant, adorned with 
Constable's shop" is situated in the High Street," busts and prints, while the back shop was a verit- 
says Peter in his "Letters to his Kinsfolk," "in able bijùlI; "its walls covered with all the most 
the midst of the old town, where, indeed, the elegant books in fashionable request, arrayed in 
greater part of the Edinburgh booksellers are still the most luxurious clothing of Turkey and Russia 
to be found lingering (as the majority of their leather, red, blue, and green-and protected by 
London brethren also do) in the neighbourhood of glass folding doors from the intrusion even of the 
the same old haunts to which long custom has little dust which might be supposed to threaten a 
attached their predilections. On entering, one I ' place kept so delicately trim. The grate e
hibits 
sees a place by no means answering, either in point a fine blaÛng fire, or in its place a fresh bush of 
of dimensions or in point of ornament, to the hawthorn, stuck all over with roses and lilies, anù 
notion one might be apt to form of the shop from gay as a n1.lypole," while paintings by Turner, 
which so many mighty works are every ùay issuing Thomson, and Williams Illeet the cye on C\uy 
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hand; but we are told that" one sees in a moment I how little could Alex.mder Arbuthnot, or worthy 
that this is not a great publishing shop; such old Bassandyne, when struggling with iron types to 
weighty and laborious business would put to flight print their famous Bible, and the works of David 
all the loves anù graces that hover in the atlllo- Lindesay, in the edifice which was not a bow-shot 
sphere of the place." distant, have dreamed of such places or such 
Mill.lI waS the successor of William Creech; but bibliopoles? 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


THE HIGH STREET (colttinud). 
The Neighbourhood of Knox's House-l1almerlno Mansion-Singular Accident-The Knox Memorial Church-Society CIo>e- John Knox's 
House-The h Preaching- \Vindow '"-His Wives Auempted A....a..o;,ination- Last S
rmon-Death and Burial-James of JeruSÄlem-Hou
e 
of Archbi..hop Sharp The Birthplace of William Falconcr-Old Excise Office-- The Nether Bow Port-The Earlier Gate-The Regent 
Monon.s Surprise Party-The Last Gate--hs Demolition. 


()NE of the chief" lions" of the High Street, if not 
of the old city itself, is the ancient manse of J ohl1 
Knox, which terminates it 011 the e.lst, anù is 


perhaps the oldest stone building of a private 
nature existing there, for it was inhabited long be- 
fore his time by George Durie, Abbot of Dunferm- 




'I '
 


,
 '
I 


11'.1 
- - J
 
'
" 

:=:JI 
'ft 
c.
 



:
t
11 f 
- 21
 
..
 "i= 
 
- --: "-, ill 
 ,- , 1 ':1 
- _-=-.':::-
--:';-,,'- 
'
 ,. ,,-. 
 ;.
),í;. I"
',:;
 
...... 
 :;;- 
 
 -- i/' '- ':'. "'i' 


 
.. II ,- r '" :"I:I
 
Z
) , 
 

 

:I::; ,::0; 'I 

 , ;:-. - _, .1; i ';'iL r 
 
\ / c. :"
,c., - -.
, 
._,

 < 

 t;1 
'


' I 
' t r
t / 1 ' 1 " 
,-- - --'
 
. j r , 
 
,.,.- 1 - I 
 
 
,< 
 -'. '-- .- II - ' .-.r':r! .c. ""I,é 
 
,I ,...... ."1 .. 
' )n 
""--
 
 II ' i l ; I !
 0 "-
I.:i' 
_: 
! 
 . 
/- 
 
,.iF:: -
!i."f .- 

 I 
 f 

' -"iF'.1 ! ....., 
 = . ' , -#I 
 " 0'""':: '. I'\
,I " 
 "fl:\ ... 

 - '".Lr"EI: J.. .. - = 'IiïI';JI'J.' Ii "-,;; , ,'- '
," I" ' I f, 
 
 . " 
rr:('I-j 
"':n'-'
 I H':'"fI'., =

 ,.
.... '"'" 
\t' . .
.! 
, ,. ..,..; _ 1'6 1/1' 1-, ... ,:1, < 
: \t,t 4,' ' .c- ":1
 '. :e
 .i: .. 
 
X '.- ,Lt;: ;
 ..- ' 
 ... ...... .õt! " I 

z' I - .. - ....:' . ' '/,W "<; 
r
;'., B:';' '_: 
 ; 
\ c..-:; .. " I I
;t; "...... 
" 
 ' , 
!j :;- 
, f , " , .' 
 
 ! , ' - -
 _ _
 - 

 
 ! ,: 1'1 ", I "
 
',
 L.--::'!!" / .',; . : ":f
'
-C: ; 
 \: 
 { '#
 i 
""', ., -1'" r. 
 .' 
 -' I -- " Y , I' I 1" 1 h '[, \ 
 
. i ";."'"'! . ;" 'I, -
. j ; .,''''" '. '.. L.: II ' I !:I ,'
 'I ;"':',II;!: 
' '.., -" 
.::_. ,
"' , ., 'I. .
 ... , . . ,',. '\;'
 
1
t '>: ' , I " I I )1I1,lt !
 "\,
 

- I 1.\ j,II[I,i'Xh 
-, ". r,' "
 I " 'I 
 ' 
 j 
..,.,... - 
 .'>.. \
 ,,1\ ," I "I
', I. 
:' ,", II I
' " 
,4. ,I i'll, 
-, ,.il I H 
-
 [I 

 'II,! ê 
J" -
 ,1,,'1 \ 
 I -. 
V " -_.
,I,,'I, 

 .., ,..:. 
 i""

1 

,
:; ':':,\
, : , ', ,
, I'
I 
.r' - 
,.... I;,,\l 1';I'\'ll 
, I, "'I\i

:' 'I
 \ jl! 

.} ,:/. "jl 
t'
,
 ;"f / :\":11 
' ''', 
, ! .\h
 
.. I',' I' 
 1,\.1 
,
I I 
 \" 
\',
"'I"d"'I\\1 
.' 
 }
"" "'\.I 111 1 

\J...,. ...,J'I".'

,
I 



 i -i, c 
-, rf,
:tll \' 
r '5
1 ,,,'- 
(.L
-- 
' ' 



:A 


i' 


::- 


I 
I, 


, 

 


I

 
I 


-
 


, ' 
i' 


'Y'" t. 



 
U) 
;J 
o 
:I: 


j;. 


1', 
I, '. '!\ i" 

-J:Ji..;._..:t 
 - 
... I_

. I '1 . 
-. _",-VII'. 
11:1I"'1"" I 
,,:L_:____iiL"3..!
 ' 


:J. 

'..- 


U) 
>: 
o 
z 
:<: 
z 


I," 


= lmI 
 · :- 1 
... v 
, -"'

 =t_ 


/: .6_ 

 " 
:: )T 

 


.- .. 
'-'1"_.1:1, 
-_
PJ;
 



 


,."t 


... 
."' .. 
"' "- 


iiI!t'. - 



 :
ji l l ' _6S 
.....-. II -.r>ì 
 ' 
.""''''1' ',>;:.W \ 
I:I:'::
I. I 
 



, 
T 
"'
J: In .
 r I 
.
"'I.cIfoi . 
,
!"L_ . 
 
II- _'_-' 


-
. 


... - 


CI 



High 5tr..t.J 


LORD BALMERINO'S HOUSE. 


21 3 


line, who was also arch-dean of St. Andrews. He side. The whole inhabitants of the place were 
was vromoted to the abbacy by James V. in 1539, I filled with consternation, but all escaped without 
and was canonised two years afterwards at Rome, I mjury. The ruins were removed, and on their 
according to Wilson; but no such name appears in site was built, in 1850, a very handsome Gothic 
Butler's" Lives of the Fathers." church in connection with the Free Church body, 
Until within the last few years the whole of this and named after the Reformer. Its foundation 
portion of the High Street W..lS remarkable for its stone was laid on the 18th of May, being a day 
ancient houses, all bearing unchanged the stamp memorable in the annals of the great Non-intrusion 
oÎ Mary's time-about movement in Scotland. 
1562; some that had The wooden-fronted 
open booths below had edifice on the other side 
been converted into of Knox's house was, 
closed shops, but the about the middle of the 
fore-stairs, from which _' __' eighteenth century, oc- 
the people had reviled .- cupied as a tavern, the 
her as she came in ....=.,. ?" place of many scenes of 
from Carberry, and from riotous mirth and high 
whence their descend- jinks, like those de- 
ants witnessed Montrose ..... 
 ifi.
" scribed by Scott in "Guy 
dragged to his doom, I I , Mannering," and to 
remained unaltered. 
 / ì which the ill-fated Sir 
\ \ ',' f.fI
' 
 
 ' " .'.
::.: 
of Knox (which we \' ' F I (j t. 
" '
 f
- - ''''z in his curious poem on 
<;hall describe presentl y) " "Edinbur g h and the 


 I I " 
once stood a timber- ' " 
 " 'J' '
' i: ' _ Ancient Royalty," pub- 
fronted f.\bric, having a , - lished in 1810:- 
corbelled oriel, and flats ' 
 
II Next to a neighbouring 
projecting over each ".
' \ ' t'J 'fl,I' !\

 
. tavernalIreUred, 
other in succession, and ' l r:.' '!-l '\-. And draughts of wine their 
a roof furnished with .
 ," ",- 'I (,I various thoughts inspired. 
picturesque dormer win- O'er draughts of "ine the 
d I . .' '" ...,.,. beau would moan his 
o\\'s. ts lintel bore 
' . , 
:
 " .' ;:
 . . ... ''''" / 
.... love; 
the date 1601 , and it ... " '" 
. ..
 O' er drau g hts of wine the 
was said to have been ;. ">.;" cit his bargain ,hove; 
the mansion of the early O'er draughts of "ine the 
Lords Balmerino. On a writer penned the will, 
Sunday morning in 18 4 0 And legal wisdom coun- 
selled o'er a gill." 
this entire edifice sUù- 
denly parted in two- 
the front half was preci- 
pitated into the street 
\\ ith a terrible cmsh, 
while the back part re- 
mained in its original 
position, thus giving a 
perfect longitudinal section through the edifice to Street, is an ancient 
the people without, presenting suddenly a scene I scribed- 
as singular as some of those displayed by the R. H. . HODIE . !\fIHI . CRAS . TIBI . CVR . IGlTVR . C\ RAS 
dillble boi/eux to the gaze of the student Don There was a date. now unknown. This was the 
Cleofas, when all the roofs of Madrid disappeared property of Alison Bassandyne, daughter of Thomas 
before him. the printer, and spouse of John Ker, and by hel 
Some of the inmates were seen in bed. others and others disposed of to John Binning in March, 
were partaking of their humble morning meal. and 1624; but the alley was long called Bassandyne's 
high up in the airy attic storey was seen an old Close. till it took the name of Panmure, from the 
cronc on the creepie stool, slUoJ..ing at her ingle residence therein of John Maule of Imerkeilory, 
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Baron of the Exchequer Court in 1748, and grand- 
son of James of Balumby, fourth Earl of Panmure, 
who fought with much heroic val our at the battle 
of Dunblane, and was attainted in 1715. 
The spacious stone mansion which he occupied 
at the foot of the close, and the north windows of 
which overlooked the steep slope towards the 
Trinity Church, and the then bare, bleak mass of 
the Calton Hill beyond, was afterwards acquired 
as an office and hall by the Society for the Propa- 
gation of Christian Knowledge and the Plantation 
of Schools in the Highlands "for the rooting out 
of the errors of popery and converting of foreign 
nations," a mighty undertaking, for which a charter 
was given it by Queen Anne in 1709. Thus the 
alley came to be called by its last name, Society 
Close. 
Such were the immediate surroundings of that 
old manse, in which John Knox received the 
messengers of his queen, the fierce nobles of her 
turbulent Court. and the Lords of the Congregation. 
It is to the credit of the Free Church of Scotland, 
which has long since acquired it as a piece of 
property, that the progress of decay has been 
arrested, and some traces of its old magnificence 
restored. A wonderfully picturesque building of 
three storeys above the ground floor, it abuts on the 
narrowed street, and is of substantial ashlar, termi- 
nating in curious gables and masses of chimneys. 
A long admonitory inscription, extending over 
nearly the whole front, carved on a stone belt, 
bears these words in bold Roman letters :-LUFE 
GOD. ABOVE. AL. AND. YOVR. NICHTßOUR . AS, YI 
SELF. Perched upon the corner above the 
entrance door is a small and hideous effigy of the 
Refonner preaching in a pulpit, and pointing with 
his right hand above his head towards a rude 
sculpture of the sun bursting out frnm amid clouds, 
with the name of the Deity inscribed in three 
languages on its disc, thus :- 


permanently to the house previously occupied by 
the exiled abbot of Dunfermline. The magis. 
trates gave him a salary of ;/;200 Scots yearly, and 
in 1561 ordered the Dean of Guild to make him a 
warm study in the house built of" dailles "-i.e., to 
be wainscoted or panelled. 
This is supposed to be the small projection, 
lighted by one long window, looking westward up 
the entire length of the High Street; and adjoining 
it on the first floor is a window in an angle of the 
house, from which he is said to have held forth to 
the people in the street below, and which is still 
termed" the preaching window." 
In this house he doubtless composed the " Con. 
fession of Faith" and the "First Book of Disci- 
pline," in which, at least, he had a principal hanc1, 
and which were duly ratified by Parliament; and 
it was during the first year of his abode in this 
house that he lost his first wife, Marjory Bowes 
(daughter of an English border family), whom he 
had married when an exile, a womJ.n of amiable 
disposition and pious deportment, but whose 
portrait at Streatlam Castle, Northumberland, is 
remarkable chiefly for its intense ugliness. She 
was with him in all his wanderings at home and 
abroad, and regarding her John Calvin thus ex- 
presses himself in a letter to the widower:- 
" Uxorem lIactus eras cui 11011 reþerÙmtur þassim 
similes" -" you had a wife the like of whom is not 
anywhere to be found." By her he had two sons. 
Four years after her death, to this mansion, 
when in his fifty-ninth year, he brought his second 
wife, Margaret Stewart, the youngest daughter of 
Andrew, "the good" Lord Ochiltree, who, after 
his death, married Sir Andrew Kerr of Faudonside. 
By his enemies it was now openly alleged that 
he must have gained the young girl's affections by 
the black art and the aid of the devil, whom he 
raised for that purpose in the yard behind his 
house. In that curious work entitled "The Dis- 
putation concerning t
le Controversit Headdis of 
Religion," Nicol Burne, the author, relates that 
Knox, on the occasion of his marriage, wer,t to the 
Lord Ochiltree with many attendants, "on ane 
On the decoration of the effigy the pious care of trim gelding, nocht Iyk ane prophet or ane auld 
successive generations of tenants has been ex- decrepit priest as h(; was, bot lyk as had btÆn ane 
pended with a zeal not always appreciated by of the Blude Royal, with his bands of taffettie 
people of taste. The house contains' a hall, the I feschnit with golden ringis and precious stones; 
stuccoed ceiling of which pertains to the time of and, as is plainlie reportit in the countrey, be 
Charles II., when perhaps the building was repaired. f sorcerie and witchcraft did sua allure that puir 
M'Crie, in his Life of Knox, tells us, that the gentilwoman, that scho could not leve without 
latter, on commencing his duties in Edinburgh him." Another of Knox's traducers asserts, that 
in 1559, when the struggles of the Refonnation not long after his marriage, "she (his \\ife) lying 
were well nigh over, was lodged in the house of in bed and perceiving a blak, ughe ill-favoured man 
David Forrest, a citiæn, after which he removed (the devil, of course) busily talking with him in the 
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same chamber, was so sodainly amazed that she I During his last illness, which endured about a 
took sickness and dyed;" an absurd fabrication, as fortnight, he was visited by many of the principal 
in the year after his death a pension was granted I nobles and reformed preachers, to all of whom he 
to her and her three daughters, and she is known I gave much advice; and on Monday, the 24th of 
to have been alive till about the end of the I Novembe
, 1572, he ex
ired in his .sixty-seve
th 
sixteenth century. year, havmg been born In 1505, dunng the reign 
In that old house, the abode of plebeians now, ' of James IV. 
have sat anù debated again anù again such men I From this house his body was conveyed to its 
as the Regent Murray, the cruel and crafty last resting-place, on the south side of St. Giles's, 
Morton, the Lords Boyd, Ruthven, Ochiltree, anù I accompanied by a mighty multitude of all ranks, 
the half-savage Lindsay- where the newly-appointed Regent 1\Iorton pro- 
.. He whose iron eye nounced over the closing grave his well-known 
Oft saw fair Mary weep in vain;" eulogium. 
Johnstone of Elphinstone, Fairlie, Campbell of That eastern nook of the old city, known as the 
K.inyeoncleugh, Douglas of Drumlanrig, and all Nether Eow has many associations connected with 
who were the intimates of Knox; and its old walls it besides the manse of Knox. 
have witnessed much and heard much that history I Therein was the abode of Robert Lekprevik, 
may never unravel. one of the earliest of Scottish printcrs, to whose 
It was while resident here that Knox's enemies business it is supposeù Bassandyne succeeded on 
are said-for there is little proof of the statement his removal to St. Andrews in IS7 0 ; and there, in 
-to have put a price upon his head, and that his 1613, the authorities discovered th
t a residenter 
most faithful friends were under the necessity of named James Stewart, "commonly called James of 
keeping watch around it during the night, and of Jerusalem, a noted Papist, and re-setter of seminary 
appointing a guard for the protection of his person prints," was wont to have mass celebrated in his 
at times when he went abroad. When under house by Robert Philip, a priest returned from 
danger of hostility from the queen's garrison in Rome. Both men were arrested and tried on this 
the Castle, in the spring of IS71, M'Crie tells us charge, together with a third, John Logan, por- 
that "one evening a musket-ball was fired in at tioner, of Restalrig, who had formed one of the 
his window and lodged in the roof of the apart- small and secret congregation in Stewart's bouse 
ment in which he was sitting. It happened that in the Nether Bow. "One cannot, in these days 
he sat at the time in a different part of the room of tolerance," says Dr. Chambers, "read without a 
from that which he had been accustomed to strange sense of uncouthness the solemn expressions 
occupy, otherwise the ball, from the direction it of horror employed in the dittays of the kings ad- 
took, must have struck him." vocates against the offenders, being precisely the 
It was probably after this that he retreated for a I same expressions that were used against heinous 
time to S1. Andrews, but he returned to his manse offences of a more tangible nature." 
in the end of August, IS72, while K.irkaldy was Logan was fined .;[1,000, and compelled to ex- 
still vigorously defending the fortress for his exiled press public penitence; and Philip and Stewart 
queen. were condemned to banishment from the realm of 
His bodily infirmities now increased daily, and Scotland. 
on the 11th of November he was attacked with a In the Nether Bow was the residence of James 
cough which confined him to bed. Sharp, who had been consecrated with great pomp 
Two days before that he had conducted the at Westminster, as Archbishop of St. Andrews, on 
services at the induction of his colleague, Mr. the ISth of November, J661-a prelate famous for 
J .lmes Lawson, in St. Giles's, and though he was his unrelenting persecution of the faithful adhercnts 
greatly debilitated, he performed the important of the Covenant which followed his elevation, and 
duties that devolved upon him with something of justly increased the general odium of his character, 
his wonted fire and energy to those who heard and who perished under the hands of pitiless assas- 
him for the last time. He then came down from sins on Magus :\Iuir, in 16 79. 
the pulpit, and leaning on his staff, and supported Nicoll, the diarist, tells us, that on the 8th of 
by his faithful secretary, Richard Bannatyne (one May, 1662, all the newly consccrated bishops were 
account says by his wife), he walked slowly down I convened in their gowns at the house of the Arch- 
the street to his own house, accompanied by the I bishop, in the Nether Bow, from whence they pro- 
whole congregation, watching, for the last time, his I ceeded in state to the Parliament House, conducted 
fee hie steps. by two peers, the Farl of Kellie (who had bccn 
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specially excepted out of Cromwell's act of indem- 
nity for his loyalty), and David Earl of Wemyss. 
In the Edi1lburgh Courant for October 16th, 
1707 (then edited by Daniel Defoe), we have the 
following advertisement from a quack in this 
locality :- 


[High StreeL 


Bow 01 Edinburgh, at William Muidies, where the 
Scarburay woman sells the same." 
Here, in the Nether Bow, dwelt a humble wig- 
maker and barber, named Falconer, whose son 
William, author of the beautiful and classic poem, 
.. The Shipwreck," was born in 1730. The N eth
r 




 . 
 ,,- "I "rl 

 I' :: 
L ,- - i... "'\\ \ \ 
 = 
\ " , 
=' \\
\\.\ 


 , " ! 
-
 ". =0.- ,,' 
I 
-- 
 , , 
: 
.
 
"", 
.....",=:-.....-... '" 
I "111 


 "\, ,'
" ; 
'. 
\'\ I 

 

 -
, , 
I 
1: 11 
I
 , 
"- 
r
 , - , " 
'I' 
[ , II 
,I 1', .] 'IJ!' 
1'1 'I ',/ ' ,:1 
, I I 
 I III ,'
 l 
"I ,I 
, , 
 " 
'" ' I 'II I 
\ (I ,,1 ':1,1 
,'. ", .I' ,I 
",' I,' 'I II /.I - , 
, ,I" ',I JI 
'.' ,I I 
I[ jI'l 
 
11 1 '..1 H: - -- - ,I, ' 
. I' iii,,:', 
". ..... '11 
I': t 
-" 
" , ! 
....... I 
I' ' I I I 
 

: I ; I 
 
I' iI l 
I 
'} 
,I , 'I 

/ & , "
-*,, 
KNOX'S BED.RooM. 


"There is just now come to town the excellent 
Scarlmray Water, good for all diseases whatsom- 
ever, except consumption; and this being the time 
of year for drinking the same, especially at the fall 
of leaf and the bud, tlie price of each chapin bottle 
is five pence, the bottle never required, or three 
shillings Scots (3d. English) without the bottle. 
Any person who has a mind for the same may 
come to the Fountain Close within the Nether 


Bow was his playground in carly years, and 
there-ere he became an apprentice on hoard a 
merchant vessel at Leith-with his deaf and dumb 
brother and sister, he shared in the spurts and 
frolics of those who have all but himself long since 
passed into the realm of oblivion. As a poet, Fal- 
coner's fame rests entirely on "The Shipwreck," 
which is a didactic as well as descriptive poem, 
and may well be recommended to the young sailor, 
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not only to inspire his enthusiasm, but improve his das's splendid mansion in St. Andrew's Square, 
seamanship; and there was something prophetic now occupied by the Royal Bank. This may be 
in the poem, as the frigate Aurora, in which he I considered its culminating point. It descended 
served, perished at sea in 1769. thereafter to Bellevue House, in Drummond Place, 
Eastward of Knox's manse is an old timber- built by General Scott, the father-in. law of Mr. 
fronted land, bearing the royal arms of Scotland Canning, which house was demolished in 1846 in 
on its first floor, and entered by a stone turnpike, completing the tunnel of the Edinburgh and Leith 
the door of which has the legend Deus Benedictat, Railway; and now we believe the exciseman no 
and long pointed out as the excise office of early longer possesses a · local habitation' within the 
times. "The situation," says \Vilson, "was pecu- Scottish capita!." 
liarly convenient for guarding the principal gate of The interesting locality of the Nether Bow takes 
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the city, and the direct avenue (Leith Wynd) to 
the neighbouring seaport. Since 
George U:s reign the excise office had as many 
rapid vicissitudes as might mark the career of a 
profligate spendthrift. In its earlier days, when a 
floor of the old land in the Nether Bow sufficed 
for its accommodation, it was regarded as foremost 
among the detested fruits of the Union. From 
thence it removed to more commodious chambers 
in the Cowgate, since demolished to make way for 
the southern piers of George IV. bridge. Its next 
resting-place was the large tenement on the south 
side of Chesse!'s Court in the Canongate, the scene 
of the notorious Deacon Brodie's last robbery. 
From thence it was removed to Sir Lawrence Dun- 
28 
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its name from the city gate, known as the Nether 
Bow Port, in contradistinction to the Upper Bow 
Port, which stood near the west end of the High 
Street. This barrier united the city wall from St. 
Mary's Wynd on the south to the steep street known 
as Leith Wynd on the north, at a time when, per- 
haps, only open fields lay eastward of the gate, 
stretching from the township to the abbey of Holy- 
rood. The last gate was built in the time of James 
VI.; what was the character of its predecessor 
we have no means of ascertaining; but to repair it, 
in 1538, as the city cash had run low, the magis- 
trates were compelled to mortgage its northern 
vault for 100 merks Scots; and this was the gate 
which the English, under Lord Hertford, ble\\ open 
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with cannon stone-shot in 1544, ere advancing I round towers and battlements on the eastern or 
against the Castle. .. They hauled their cannons external front, and in the southern tower there was 
up the High Street by force of men to the Butter a wicket for foot passengers. On the insiùe of the 
Tron, and above," says Calderwood, .. and hazarded arch were the arms of the city. The whole build- 
a shot against the fore entrie of the Castle (i.e., ing was crenelated, and cOllsisted of two lofty 
the port of the Spur). But the wheel and axle of storeys, having in the centre a handsome square 
one of the English cannons was broken, and some tower, terminated by a pointed spire. It was 
of their men slain by shot of ordnance out of the adorned by a statue of James VI., which was 
Castle; so they left that rash enterprise." thrown down and destroyed by order of Oliver 
In 157 I, during the struggle between Kirkaldy Cromwell, and had on it a Latin inscription, which 
and the Regent Morton, this barrier gate played a runs thus in English :- 
prominent part. Accorùing to the" Diurnal of "Watch towers and thunùr'ng walls vain fences prove 
Occurrents," upon the 22nd of August in that year, No guards to monarchs like their peoplc's love. 
the Regent and the lords who adhered against the Jacobus VI. Rex, Anna Regina, 1606." 
authority of the Queen, finding that they were This gate has been rendered remarkable in his- 
totally excluded from the city, marched several tory by the extra-judicial bill that passed the 
bands of soldiers from Leith, their head-quarters, House of Lords for razing it to the ground, in con- 
and concealed them under cloud of night in the sequence of the Porteous mob. For a wonder, the 
doses and houses adjoining the N ether Bow Port. Scottish members made a stand in the matter, and 
At five on the following morning, when it was as the general Bill, when it came to the Commons, 
supposed that the night watch would be withdrawn, was shorn of all its objectionable clauses, the 
six soldiers, disguised as millers, approa<::hed the N ether Bow Port escaped. 
gates, leading horses laden with sacks of meal, In June, 1737, when the officials of Edinburgh, 
which were to be thrown down as they entered, so who had been taken to London for examination 
as to preclude the rapid closing of them, and while concerning the riot, were returning, to accord them 
they attacked and cut down the warders, with those a cordial reception the citizens rode out in great 
weapons which they wore under their disguise, the troops to meet them, while for miles eastward the 
men in ambush were to rush out to storm the road was lined by pedestrians. The Lord Provost, 
town, aided by a reserve, whom the sound of their Alexander \Vilson, a modest man, eluded the ova- 
trumpets was to summon from Holyrood. "But tion by taking another route; but the rest came in 
the eternal God," says the quaint old journalist we triumph through the city, forming a procession of 
quote, " knowing the cruell murther that wold have imposing length, while bonfires blazed, all the bells 
beene done and committit vponn innocent poor per- clanged and clashed as if a victory had been won 
sonis of the said burgh, wold not thole this inter- over England, and the gates of the Nether Bow 
pryse to tak successe; but evin quhen the said Port, which had been unhooked, were re-hung and 
meill was almaist at the port, and the said men of closed amid the wildest acclamation. 
war, stationed in clois head is, in readinesse to In 1760 the Common Council of London having 
enter at the back of the samyne;" it chanced that obtained an Act of Parliament to remove their city 
a burgher of the Canongate, named Thomas Barrie, gates, the magistrates of Edinbu.rgh followed suit 
passed out towards his hcuse in the then separate without any Act, and in 1764 demolished the 
burgh, and perceiving soldiers concealed on every Nether Bow Port, then one of the chief ornaments 
hand, he returned and gave the alarm, on which of the city, and like the unoffending Market Cross, 
the gate was at once barricaded, and the design of a peculiarly interesting relic of the past. The 
the Regent and his adherents baffled. ancient clock of its spire was afterwards placed 
This gate having become ruinous, the magis- in that old Orphan's Hospital, near Shakespeare 
trates in 1606, three years after James VI. went to Square, where it remained till the removal of the 
England, built a new one, of which many views are latter edifice in 18-t5, when the North British Rail- 
preserved. It was a handsome building, and quite way was in progress, and it is now in the pediment 
enclosed the lower end of the High Street. The between the towers of the beautiful Tuscan edifice 
arch, an ellipse, was in the centre, strengthened by built for the orphans near the Dean cemetery. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


THE HIGH STREET (ron'inud). 


The Ancient Markets-The House of Adam Bothwell, Bishop of Or1cney-The Bishop and Q"een Mary-His Sister Anne Sir William Dick 
of Hraid-Has Colossal Wealth-Hard Fortune-rile U Lamentable ,sta[c'"-Advocates' Close-Sir James Stew...n's House-Andrew 
Crosbie. "Counsellor Pleydcll"-Scougal's House-His Picture Gallery-Rox!:mrghr.: Close-Warriston"s Close-Lord Philiphaugh"s 
House-Bruce of Hinning's Mansion-Afessrs. W. and R. Chambers 5 Printing and Publi<Jhing Estd.blishment-History of the Firm- 
House of Sir Thomas Craig-Sir Archibald Johnston of Wam.ton. 


PREVIOUS to 1477 there were no particular places Descending the High Street, after passing Bank 
assigned for holding the different markets in the Street, to which we have already referred, there is 
city, and this otten caused much personal strife situated one of the most remarkable old edifices in 
among the citizens. To remedy this evil, James III., the city-the mansion of Adam Bothwell, BisholJ 
by letters patent, ordained that the markets for the of Orkney. It stands at the foot of Byres' Close, 
various commodities should be held in the follow- so named from the house of Sir John Byres of 
ing parts of the city, viz.:- Coates, but is completely hidden from every point 
In the Cowgate, the place for the sale of hay, save the back windows of the Daily Rel'iew office. 
straw, grass, ami horse-meat, ran from the foot at A doorway on the east side of the close gives access 
Forrester's Wynd to the foot of Peebles Wynd. to a handsome stone stair, guarded by a curved 
The flesh market was to be held in the High balustrade, leading to a garden terrace that over- 
Street, on both sides, from Niddry's Wynd to the looked the waters of the loch. Above this starts 
Blackfriars Wynd; the salt market to be held in abruptly up the north front of the house, semi- 
the former Wynd. hexagonal in form, surmounted by three elegantly- 
The crames, or booths, for chapmen were to be carved dormer windows, having circular pediments, 
set up between the Bell-house and the Tron on the and surmounted by a finial. 
north side of the street; the booths of the hat- On one was inscribed Lalls ubi que DeJ; on 
makers and skinners to be on the opposite side of another, Fe/iciter, itifelix. 
the way. In this edifice (long used as a warehouse by 
The wood and timber market extended from Messrs. Clapperton and Co.) dwelt Adam, Bishop 
Dalrymple's Yard to the Greyfriars, and westward. of Orkney, the same prelate who, at four in the 
The place for the sale of shoes, and of red barked morning of the 15th of l\Iay, J 567, performed in 
leather, was between Forrester's Wynd and the the chapel royal at Holyrood the fatal marriage 
west wall of Dalrymple's Yard. ceremony which gave Bothwell possession of the 
The cattle-market, and that for the sale of unfortunate and then despairing Queen Mary. 
slaughtered sheep, w::s to be abtJut the Tron-beam, He was a senator of the College of Justice, and 
and so" doun throuch to the Friar's Wynd; alsa, the royal letter in his favour bears, "Providing 
all pietricks, pluvars; capones, conyngs, chekins, always ye find him able and qualified for adminis- 
and all other wyld foulis and tame, to be usit and tration of justice, and conform to the acts and 
saId about the Market Croce." statutes of the College." 
All living cattle were not to be brought into the He married the unhappy queen after the 
town, but to be sold under the walls, westward of new forms, "not with the mess, but with preach- 
the royal stables, or lower end of the Gra<;smarket. ings," according to the " Diurnal of Occurrellts," in 
Meal, grain, and corn were to be retailed from the chapel; according to Keith and others, "in 
the Tolbooth up to Liberton's Wynd. the great hall, where the Council usually met." 
The Upper Bow was the place ordained for the But he seemed a pliable prelate where his own 
sale of all manner of cloths, cottons, and haber- interests were c0ncerned; he was one of the first 
dashery; also for butter, cheese, and wool, "and to desert his royal mistress, and, after her enforced 
sicklike gudis yat suld be weyit" at a tron set abdication, placed the crown upon the head of her 
there, but not to be opened before nine A.M. Be- infant son; and in 1568, according to the book of 
neath the Nether Bow, and about St. Mary's the" Universal Kirk," he bound himself to preach 
\Vynd, was the place set apart for cutlers, smiths, a sermon in Holyrood, and therein to confess 
lorimers, lock-makers, "and sicklike workmen; and publicly his offence in performing a marriage cere- 
all armour, graith, gear," and so forth, were to be mony for Bothwell and l\Iary. 
sold in the Friday market, before the Greyfriars'. I As the name of the bishop was appended to that 
In Gordon of Rothiemay's map "the flesh- infamous bond of adherence granted by the Scottish 

tocks:' are shown as being in the Canongate, I nobles to Bothwell, before the latter put in practice 
Immediately below the Nether Bow Port. his ambitions schemes against his sovereign, it is 
I 
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very probable that the Earl may often have been 
a guest in that old mansion, and King James him- 
self in later years. The bishop, who married Mar- 
garet Murray 01 Touchadam, died in 1593, and 
was succeeded in the old mansion by his son' John 
Bothwell, designed of Auldhamer, who accompa- 
nied King J ames to England, and was creatèd Lord 
Holyroodhouse, in the peerage of Scotland, in 1607. 
Here dwelt his sister Anne, a woman of remark- 
able beauty, whose wrongs are so touchingly re- 
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"an English villain," according to Balfour-a ser- 
vant boy, out of revenge against his master. 
In the Scots Magazi1le for 1774 we have a 
notice of the death of Eleonora Bothwell, daughter 
of the deceased Henry, Lord Holyroodhouse. 
Alexander, his son, Master of Holyroodhouse, 
who died about the middle of the last century. 
ended the line of the family, of whom no relic now 
remains save the tomb of Bishop Adam, whicn 
still exists in Holyrood chapel. On the front 01 
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THE EXCISE OFFICE AT THE NI:.THERBOW. (Aftu a Pltotograþlt by Alexander A. b.glis.) 
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corded in the sweet old ballad known as "Lady the third pillar from the east is a tablet with his 
Anne Bothwell's Lament." She was betrayed in a I arms-a chevron, between three trefoils slipped, 
disgracefulliaiso1l by Sir Alexander Erskine (a son with a crescent, and a very long inscription, the 
of John, 14th Earl of Mar), of whom a portrait by first six lines of which run thus :_ 
Jamieson is still extant, and represents him in the mi- 
litary dress of his time-a handsome man in a cuirass 
and scarf, with a face full of nobility of expression. 
The lady's name does not appear in the Douglas 
peerage; but her cruel desertion by Sir Alexander 
was confidently believed at the time to have justly 
exposed him to the vengeance of heaven, for he 
perished with the Earl of Haddington and others 
in the Castle of Dunglas, which was blown up by 
gunpowder in 1640, through the instmmentalityof 


.. Hie recon-Jitus j:tcet nobilissimus vir 
Dominus Ad:tmus BothueIius. Episcopus 
Orcadum et Zethlandiæ: Commendatorius Monaslerii 
Sancli Crocis; Senator et Consiliarius 
Regius: qui obiit anno ætatis suæ 67. 
23 die Mensis Augusli, Anno Domini 1593." 


The ancient edifice is associated with an eminent 
citizen, who lived in later but not less troublesome 
and warlike times, Sir William Dick, ancestor of 
the present baronets of Preston field. The south, 
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and only remaining part of the bishop's house has 
been completely modernised, and faced with a new 
stone front; "but many citizens still (in 1847) re- 
member when an ancient timber façade projected 
its lofty gahles into the street, with tier above tier, 


then astonishing sum of Æ200,OOO sterling, and 
whose chequered history presents one of the most 
striking examples of the instability of human affairs. 
He came of Orkney people, and began life by 
farming the Cro\\on rents of the northern isles at 
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THE NETHER BOW PORT, FRO'I THE HIGH SrREEr. 
(From an Original Dp'aw;1fJ: among tlte Ki",.s Prints and DrawlIlCs. lJrilislr. Museum) 


far out beyond the lower storey, while below were Æ3,OOO sterling, after which he established an 
the covered piazza and darkened entrances to the active trade with the Baltic and Mediterranean, 
gloomy laigh shops, such as may still be seen I and made, moreover, a profitable business by the 
in the few examples of old timber lands that have I negotiation of bills of exchange with Holland. 
escaped demolition" (Wilson). I " He had ships on every sea, and could ride on his 
Here then abode Sir William Dick of Braid, pro- own lands from North Berwick to near Linlithgow, 
vost of the city in 16 3 8 , whose wealth was so great his wealth centreing in a warehouse in the Lucken- 
that he was believed to have discovered the PhilO- I booths, on the site of that now (in 1859) occupied 
sophers'stone, though his fortune only reached the by John Clapperton and Co." 
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On becoming provost, he was easily led by his east the venerable mansion of the Lords Holyrood- 
religious persuasion to become a sort of voluntary house. 
exchequer for the friends of the National Covenant, His father was provost of the city when Crom- 
and in 1641 he advanced to them 100,000 merks well paid his first peaceful visit thereto in 1648-9, 
to save them from the necessity of disbanding their and again in 1658-9, at the close of the Protec- 
army; and when the Scottish Parliament in the torate. The house in which he lived and died 
same year levied 10,000 men for the protection of was at the foot of the close, on the west side, 
their colony in Ulster, they could not have em- before descending a flight of steps that served to 
barked had they not been provisioned at the ex- lessen the abruptness of the descent. He had 
pense of Sir William Dick. Scott, in the" Heart returned from exile on the landing of the Prince of 
of Midlothian," alludes to the loans of the Scottish Orange, and, as an active revolutionist, was detested 
Cræsus thus, when he makes Davie Deans say, by the Jacobites, who ridiculed him as Jamie 
"My father saw them toom the sacks of dollars IVy/ie in many a bitter pasquiL He died in 1713, 
out 0' Provost Dick's window intil the carts that and \Vodrow records that" so great was the crowd 
carried them to the army at Dunse Law; and if (at his funeral) that th
 magistrates were at the 
ye winna believe his testimony, there is the window grave in the Greyfriars' Churchyard before the 
itself still standing in the Luckenbooths, five doors corpse was taken out of the house at the foot úf 
aboon the Advocates' Close-I think it is a claith- the Advocates' Close." 
merchant's the day." In 1769 his grandson sold the house to David 
And singular to say, a cloth merchant's" booth" Dalrymple, afterwards Lord Westhall, who resided 
it continued long to be. in it till nearly the time of his death in 1784. 
In 1642 the Customs were let to Sir William This close was a very fashionable one in the days 
Dick for 202,000 merks, and 5,000 merks of of Queen Anne, and was ever a favourite locality 
grassu11l, or "entrense siller;" but, as he had a with members of the oar. l\mong many others, 
horror of Cromwell and the Independents, he ad- there resided Andrew Crosbie, the famous original 
vanced .;[20,000 for the service of King Charles- of Scott's" Counsellor Pleydell," an old lawyer 
a step by which he kindled the wrath of the pre- who was one of the few that was able to stand his 
vailing party; and, after squandering his treasure ground in any argument or war of words with Dr. 
in a failing cause, he was so heavily mulcted by Johnson during that visit when he made himself 
extortion of .;[65,000 and other merciless penalties, so obnoxious in Edinburgh. From this dark and 
that his vast fortune passed speedily away, and he steep alley, with its picturesque overhanging 
died in 1655, a prisoner of Cromwell's, in a gaol at gables and timber projections, Mr. Crosbie after- 
Westminster, under something painfully like a want wards removed to a handsome house erected by 
of the common necessaries of life. him in St. Andrew's Square, ornamented with lofty, 
He and Sir William Gray were the first men of half-sunk Ionic columns and a most ornate attic 
Edinburgh who really won the position of merchant I storey (on the north side of the present Royal 
princes. The changeful fortunes of the former are Bank), afterwards a fashionable hotel, long known 
commemorated in a scarce folio pamphlet, entitled as Douglas's and then as Slaney's, where even 
"The Lamentable State of the Deceased Sir Wil- royalty has more than once found quarters. By 
liam Dick," and containing several engravings. the failure of the Ayr Bank he was compelled to 
One represents him on horseback, escorted by hal- leave his new habitation, and died in 1784 in such 
berdiers, as Lord Provost of Edinburgh, and super- poverty that his widow owed her whole support to 
intending the unloading of a great vessel at Leith; a pension of .;[50 granted to her by the Faculty of 
a second represents him in the hands of bailiffs; Advocates. 
and a third lying dead in prison. "The tract is The house lowest down the close, and imme- 
highly esteemed by collectors of prints," says Sir diately opposite that of Sir James Stewart of 
Walter Scott, in a note to the "Heart of Mid- Goodtrees, was the residence of an artist of some 
lothian." "The only copy I ever saw upon sale note in his time, John Scougal, who painted the 
was rated at .;[30." well-known portrait of George Heriot, which hangs 
Sir James Stewart of Goodtrees (a place now in the council room of the hospital. He was a 
called Moredun, in the parish of Liberton) who cousin of that eminent divine Patrick Scougal, 
was Lord Advocate of Scotland from 1692 until parson of Saltoun in East Lothian and Bishop oÎ 
his death in 17 13, a few months only excepted, Aberdeen in 1664. 
gave a name to the next narrow and gloomy John Scougal added an upper storey to the old 
alley, Advocateii' Close, which bounded on the land in the Advocates' Close, and fitted up one of 
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the floors as a picture gallery or exhibition, a new next we come to in descending the north side of 
feature in the Edinburgh of the seventeenth cen- the street, remains only in name, the houses on 
tury, and long before any such idea had been both sides being entirely new, and its old steep 
conceived in France, England, or any other I descent broken at intervals by convenient flights 
country. Some of his best works were in posses- I of steps; but until J 868 it was nearly unchanged 
sion of the late Andrew Bell, engraver, the originator from its ancient state, some relics of which still 
of the "Encyclopædia Britannica," who maITied remain. 
his grandc1aughter. "For some years after the I It had handsome fronts of carefully-polished 
Revolution," says Pinkerton, "he was the only I ashlar, with richly-decorated doorways with pious 
painter in Scotland, and had a very great run of I legends on their lintels, to exclude witches, fairies, 
business. This brought him into a hasty and and all manner of e\'il; there were ornate dormer 
incorrect manner." So windows on the roofs 
here, in the Advocates' -
- AfjtI'""!' - with steep crow-stepped 
Close, in the dull and .. æ< gables, black with the 
morose Edinbur g h of __ 'V" smoke and storms of 
-...- -- 
 
the seventeenth cen. 
 - 
.;" centuries. 
-or 
 
tury, was the fashionable 
 '".i .. -). "QUI . ERIT. ILLE . 
lounge of the dilettanti, 
 - _ :'
. . 
, ; ;;;;-;. Mnn , SEMeRR, DEU,. 
the resort of rank and IIIL "',-t: [I.. 
 _,/ 1583," was the legend 
beauty-a quarter from :D! _ - __: ,. , 

 _ 
 .- 1 / fir which first caught the 
which the haul 1011 of the p' _ ,"'" J., ;-,;- \ìjij fJ' ;:. '....it eye above a door of a 
P resent da y would shrink .1 [ 19 II 1t 
 tenement on the west 
with aversion. ß 
i--
: Ii side, long occupied by 
He died at p,"'ton. " 'I ' 'iJ Il '
' .
''''
 ,'", Jame, Mumy, I
,d 
pans in the year 1730, m, 
 '* 
, : j
 'ff[, -,!' , ,Ij,} 
 Philiphaugh, raised to 
h . h fi " h 
,... 
rfjr. \} "" mI ', ' 
. r"'" p h b h N b 
in is elg ty- It year, i ,_
 1\ 
 1
' <:'''Ir.. 119' t e enc ovem er 1st, 
after having witnessed 1 m 
 
 iìI ' j, . ';?" '" ,'. I 1689, without ha ving 
as startling a series of 
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 ?< 
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" ' .'h . 
 
"'., any predecessor, being 
political changes as ever '. r l N ,\ '. '!!fl'
', ..... one of the set of judges 
occurred in a long life- 
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 ,,:,:"- ". ' nominated after the Re- 
time. --Wr" (T
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 =....? volution. After being 
all
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 ?\I
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burghe Close comes -'i.-
" 
 -, I ''''{ -;'-
IJ,
.!.lgð-- 1681, he had become 
next, numbered as 341, 
-If'

 ,,' 
_ IIII....
 an object of special 
High Street, and so 
 
_'-
 jealousy to the Scottish 
named, it may confi- HOUSE OF LORD ADVOCATE STEWART, AT THE FOOT Cavalier Government. 
dently be supposed OF ADVOCATES' CLOSE, WEST SIDE. He was imprisoned in 
(though it cannot be 168 4, and under terror 
proved as a fact) from having contained the town! of being tortured in the iron boots, before the 
residence of some ancient Earl of Roxhurghe. I Privy Council in the Laigh Chamber below the 
All its ancient features have disappeared, save a Parliament House, he gave evidence against those 
door built up with a handsome cut legend in who were concerned in the Rye House Plot. 
raised Roman letters :-" WHATEVER !\IE BEFALL Lord Philiphaugh had the character of being an 
I THANK THE LORD OF ALL. J. M., 1586." This upright judge, but the men of his time never forgot 
is said to have been the dwelling-place of the I or forg.lVe the weakness that made him stoop to 
Roxburghe family, but by tradition only. If true, save his life, th

ugh many of them might no doubt 
it takes the antiquary back to the year in which I have acted in the same way, the Scottish Privy 
Sir Walter Kerr of Cess ford (ancestor of the Dukes Council of that time being a species of Star 
of Roxburghe), "baron of Auld-Roxburghe, the Chamber that did not stand on trifles. 
castle thereof and the lands of Auldtonbum, &c.," I Farther down the close was another edifice, the 
died at a .great. age, .the last survivor, perhaps, of I lintel of w
ich like some ot
ers that were in the 
the affray III which Sir Walter Scott of BuccIeuch same locality, has been with great good taste 
perished at Edinburgh. I rebuilt, as a lintel, into the extensive printing and 
Warriston's Close (ancier:tly called Bruce's), the publishing premises of the Messrs. Chambers. a 
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shield at each end, one having the arms of Bruce 
of Binning in Linlithgowshire, impaled with those 
of Preston-three unicorns' heads. 
The eminent publishers, whose extensive pre- 
mises now occupy the east side of Warriston's I 
Close, William and Robert Chambers-the great , 
pioneers of the cheap literature movement-were I 
born at Peebles, in 1800 and 1802 respectively. 
Their ancestors were woollen manufacturers, and 1 1 
their father carried on the business in cotton at 
Peebles, on so large a scale that he used sometimes " 
to have a hundred looms at work. 
He was thus enabled to give his sons a good 
education at the schools of their native town, where 
Robert passed through a classical course, with the 
view of taking orders in the church of Scotland; 
but monetary misfortunes having overtaken his' 
parents, the family removed to Edinburgh, where I ' 
the two brothers were thrown in a great measure 
on their own resources, but formed the noble I 
resolution to try by stern industry to regain the 
ground their family had lost; and a love of reading 
led them gradually into the business of book- 
selling. 
William served an apprenticeship, from 1814 to 
1819, with Mr. Sutherland, Calton Street, who gave volume by the firm in 1868, and in the preface to 
him four shillings weekly as wages, and on this which Robert writes:- 
small sum-shrinking from being a burden on his "I am about to do what very few could do 
delicate and struggling mother-he took a lodging, ' without emotion-revise a book which I wrote 
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turreted edifice, that now forms the west side of 
Warriston's Close, and built in 1868. It bears 
the legend Gracia. Dei . Rober/us. Bruiss, with a 
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at [So 6d. per week, in Boak's Land, 'Vest Port, a 
little bed closet, which he shared with a poor 
divinity student from the hills of Tweeddale. Uut 
I of these slender wages he contrived to save a few 
shillings, and began business, in a very small way, 
in 1819, and by the following year added printing 
I thereto, having taught himself that craft, cutting 
with his own hand the larger types out of wood. 
By 1818 Robert had begun business in a tiny 
shop as a bookstall-keeper, in Leith Walk, and 
having a strong literary turn, he made an essay 
as amhor, by starting a small periodical called 
the Kaleidoscoþe, the types af which were set up 
and printed off by William, in an old rickety 
press, which, he relates. "emitted a jangling, 
I creaking noise, like a shriek of anguish," when 
worked. After a brief career this publication was 
dropped, to enable Robert, in 1822, to write a 
volume likely to be popular-" Illustrations of the 
Author of Waverley," referring to the supposed 
original characters of the novelist. Of this work 
Wilham was printer, binder, and publisher, and a 
second edition appeared in 1824. 
Immediately after its issue he began his" Tra- 
ditions of Edinburgh" (in the plan and production 
of which the brothers anticipated a joint work, that 
was to have been WTltten by Scott and Kirkpatrick 
Sharpe)-a book re-written and re-published in one 
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ROBERT CHAMBERS. 
(From a þr1Mte Pltotogralh.) 
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fùrt)'-jil.e }.c"tlU a,:;o. This little work c Ime out in ' public \'ictory, and in a few days the sale in Scot- 
the .\u5ustan dars of Edinburgh, when Jeffrey and 1and alone was 50,000 copies, while NO.3 rose to 
Scott, \\ ilson and the Ettrick Shepherd, Dugald ' 80.000 in the En31ish market. Robert threw him- 
Stewart and Alison, \\ere daily giving the produc- self heart and soul into the successful periodical; 
tions of their minds ' and speaking of 
to the public, and ._ . \c. =
-==--;;".;;; 
 partnership with 
\\ hile yet .-\rchibald ._
 t ,', - ,I him, his brother 
COlhtable acted as ' II' " 
 . ,." , t ] writes:" Such wa!' 
, ,,_. f 
the unquestioned 

.

 Ii '. :
" 
t ::{ the degree of mu- 
emperor of the pub- "", "", I, 
, ,
 ,I tual confidence be- 
, 'iI 
lishing world." . , \, tween us that not 
,I: 'l rt 
In 1826 Roùert .' " "for the space of 
published his "Pu. ,'
[,'
I I \ i I
;,.;:,.: , /'r "G twenty-one }'ears 
P ulaI' Rh y mes of ',' J-L.. - I" was it thought ex- 
Seolland," and the" ; -rrr ; , : P pOO;en' '0 ""n" 
.. Picture of Scut. L.. 
 I?' 
'r " \1 any deed of agree- 
land," and shortly \ ,'"' - 1-., , Þ, ment." While con- 
afterwards five ; I ';, 1Ø!j.' stantlycontributing 
,'olumes of Scottish . to the ./0111'11111, 
history, for COIl- I " !HI ' Roùert, in 1835, 
sub 'e's 1I1i ce!ItW)'. '. 1"1 1 cOl1ipleted his "Bio 
The brothers were I" 't, , t graphical Diction. 
now maki ng U t' r, '" -' 
 
 ary of Eminent 
money, and in to. . 
 I Scotsmen," in foUl 
., 
lerably prosperous " I II volumes. 
c i rcu m sta n ces, ,', "'I II í I if! The brothers 
though they lost I' :1 I,' ';]1 r'I I J I' 11 issued, in the pre- 
much of their hard- 
 
 ceding year, their 

Il ,v.J..il 
won sa\'ings by as- '- 1\"" Information for 
sistinz their father _:: [ ." 'JIIII ,I" :1 ,j the People," and 
in a piece of un- I " "1' ,. I after this venture 
successful litiga- "
:r , :
 ." I 
'

, " I came a series of 
tion. 
 about a hundred 
About that time 
 r . ", ,;- , . \, school books-the 
William produced 
 , " , ' . ' " 1 , ' ' ",1 " Chambers' Edu. 
the" Book of Scot- r ' , ' I cational Course, ' 
'']1, f:: ' 
land," a work de- It ",1" ,:,! t .., j, 'j' still so familiar 10 
I U L ",\ 
scribing the institu- r I many middle-class 
, I"" ; i,I I " j 
tions of the coun- , school-bo}s. "'hile 
, I I, f ; "11 
try, for which he :' "[ . 
 ' " ,,: I I collecting informa- 
got .;(30, while I,"" \ "- -"þ , J '1 '-" · tion upon the sub- 
Robert got .;(100 '1?' 
 ,I, I ject of public edu. 
for preparing a \ 
 It- . '
 , ", catiun, William got 
"G.lzettcer of Scot- .... '
'" I to g ethermaterialsin 
-
 ':--J S I 
land ;"and in 1832 _ ___ - r- 18 39 for his "Tour 
William projectecl AlJ'OCAn,
' CLOSE. in Holland and the 
the great work Rhine Countries;" 
which maddhdirm plospcrous, and famollswhere\"cr and about lhis time, twenty volumes of a series 
the English language is spoken-Clllllllåen' EdÙl- entitled "Chambers' Miscdlanr" were issued by 
bll1::;h .I;'llrnol, the, anguard 0: all that is wholesomc, I the firm, which had an enormous circulation; but 
sensib:e, and unsect,lI ian in cheap litt:rature, as it the great and cro\\ ning enterprise of Messrs. 
appeareJ six weàs before the .I t: 1Il}1 Jlaga::;iJ/e. W. ami R. Chambers \\.IS unquestionably their 
The first weekly number appeared on the 4th "Encrclopædia, or Dictionary of Universal Infor- 
Fehruary, 1832. Rubert thought the speculation mation (or thl' People," a work begun in 1859 and 
a hauTllous one, but \\ïllianÙ cour.lge aclrie\ed ,I completnl in 1868-a \\ork unrivalled In' any in 
29 
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Europe or America as a handy yet comprehensive biography is that, with manly self-trust, with high 
book of ready reference, and of which the learned and noble aims, with fair education, and with 
and ingenious Dr. Andrew Fiudlater acted as editor. diligence, a man may, no matter how poor he be 
In 1849 William purchased the estate of Glen- at the outset of his career, struggle upwards and 
ormiston, and ten years' after made a valuable gift onwards to fill a high social position, and enjoy no 
to his native town, in the form of a suite of build- ordinary share of earthly honours and possessions." 
ings, including a public reading-room, a good At the establishment of the Messrs. Chambers 
library, lecture-hall, museum, and art gallery, desig- fully two hundred hands are constantly employed, 
nated the "Chambers Institution ;" and in 1864 and their premises in Warriston Close (which have 
he issued his "History of Peeblesshire," an able also an entrance from the High Street) form one of 
example of local annals. In 1865 he was elected the interesting sights in the city. 
Lord Provost of Edinburgh, and inaugurated the Lower down the Close stood a large and hand-. . 
great architectural improvements set afoot in the some house, having a Gothic niche at its entrance, 
more ancient parts of the city; and in 1872 the which was covered with annorial bearings and many 
University conferred upon him the degree of sorely obliterated inscriptions, of which only the frag- 
LL. D. ment of one was traceable-GracÛl Dei Thomas T. 
In 1860-1 the brothers projected that important This was the town residence of Sir Thomas 
work which gave Robert Chambers his death-blow Craig of Riccarton, a man of eminent learning and 
-" The Book of Days: a Miscellany of Popular great nobility of character, and who practised as 
Antiquities in connection with the Calendar, in- a lawyer for fully forty years, during the stormy 
cluding Anecdote, Biography, History, Curiosities of reigns of Mary J.nd James VI. In 1564 he was 
Literature, &c., &c.," a large work, in two volumes made Justice Depute, and found time to give to 
of 840 pages each. Disappointed in promised the world some very able poems-one on the birth 
literary aid, Robert W.lS compelled to perform the of James, and another òn his departure for England, 
greater part of this work alone, and during the are preserved in the Dditiæ Foetarum SctJtorllm. 
winter of 186[-2 "he might be seen every day in He steadily refused the honour of knighthood, yet 
the British Museum, working hani at this fatal was always called Sir Thomas Cr.lÌg, in conformity 
book. The mental strain broke him down; to a royal edict on the subject. 
domestic bereavements aggravated the effects of He wrote a treatise on the independent so- 
ill-health, and with it, though he lived to finish his vereignty of Scotland, which wa<; renclered into 
· Life of Smollett,' his literary career closed. He wretched English by Ridpath, and published in 
died at St. Andrews in the beginning of the year 1675. He was Advocate for the Church, when he 
18 7 0 ." died at Edinburgh, on the 26th of February, 1608, 
'Villiam, however, was still full of intellectual and was succeeded in the old house, as well as his 
vigour as when he handled the old printing press estate, by his eldest son, Sir Lewis Craig, born in 
in his little shop in Leith Walk, and his pen was [569, ami called to the bench in [604, as Lord 
yet busy, and produced, in 1860, "The Youth's I Wrightslands, while his father was still a pleader at 
Companion and Counsellor;" in 1862, "Something the bar. After l}is time his house had as occupiers, 
of Italy;" in 1870, "Wintering at Mentone;" in first Sir George Urquhart of Cromarty, and next 
J 87 r, "France, its History and Revolutions;" and, Sir Robert Baird, Dart., of Saughton Hall, who dieci 
in [872, an affectionate "l\Iemoir" of his brother in I7 14. 
Robert, and" Ailie Gilroy," a simple and pathetic But by far the most celebrated residenter in this 
little story. But the bulk of his life-work had ended, venerable alley was he who gave it the name it 
and he died on May 20, r883' bears, Sir Archibald Johnston Lord Warriston, 
In reviewing the life of this' eminent publisher, whose estate, still so named, lies ea!>twarcl of In- 
one may say that he so lived as to teach the verleith Row. The son of Johnston of Beirhúlm 
world how the good o!d-fashioned commonplace (once a merchant in Edinburgh), by his wife EliLa- 
virtues can be exalted into the loftiest range of beth, daughter of Sir Thomas Craig (above men- 
moral heroism; that he left on record a grand tioned), this celebrated lawyer, subtle statesman, 
and manly example of self-help, which time can and somewhat juggling politician, was called to the 
never obliterate from the admiring memory of har in [633, and would appear to have purcha<;ed 
succeeding generations. Life was to him indeed a from his cousin, Sir Lewis Craig, a house in the 
sacred trust, to be used for helping on the advance- I close, adjoining his own. 
ment of humanity, and for aiding the diffusion of I In [637 he began to take a prominent part in 
knowledge. The moral to be drawn from his! the bitter disputes of the period, and Bishop I:ur- 
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net tells us that he was a man of such unflaggin
 
zeal that he barely allowed himself three hours' sleep 
out of the twenty-four. On the rencwal of the 
Covenant, in 1638, he and the celebrated Alex- 
ander Henderson were appointed to revise and 
adapt th:lt n.itional document to the circumstances 
of the times; and at the memorable assembly 
which met at Glasgow Johnston W.iS unanimously 
elected clerk, and was constituted Procurator for 
the Church. He took a prominent share in resist- 
ing the unjust interference of Charles I. in Scottish 
,tfbirs, and in 1638, on the royal edict being pro- 
claimed from the Cross of Edinburgh, which set at 
defiance the popular opposition to Episcopacy, he 
boldly appeared on the scaffold erected near it, 
and read aloud the famous protest drawn up in 
the name of the Tables, while the mob compelled 
the six royal heralds to remain while this counter- 
defiance in the name of Scotland was being read. 
In 1641, when Charles visited Edinburgh for the 
second time, Johnston was knighted and made a 
Lord of Session, and after sitting in the Parliament 
of Scotland in 164... he attended, as one of the 
Commissioners, the assembly of divines at West- 
minster. In the following year he was Lord Advo- 
cate; and in 1649 he perfomled one of his last 
official duties, proclaiming Charles II. King of 
Scotl.ind, on the 5th of February, 1650. 


After the battle of Dunbar he was weak enough 
to accept office under the Protectorate, as Clerk 
Registrar; and after the death of Cromwell he 
acted as one of the Committee of Public Safety, 
when the feeble and timid Richard Cromwell with- 
drew from public life; and this last portion of his 
career, together with the 1110de in which he had 
prosecuted and persecuted the fallen Cav.tliers, anti 
refused to concur in the treaty of Breda, sealed 
his doom when the Restoratiun came. He was 
forfeited in exile and condemned to death on the 
15th of May, 16SI. 
An emissary of the Scottish ministry discovered 
his retreat at Rouen, and, with the aid of the 
French authorities, he was sent to the Tower, and 
from thence to Edinburgh, where, with every mark 
of indignity, he was publicly executed on the same 
spot where, five-and-twemy years before, he had 
defied the proclamation of Charles I. This was 
on the nnd of July, 1663, and he died with the 
utmost constancy and Christian fortitude. And 
now the busy establishment of one of the most 
enterprising of Scottish publishing firms occupies 
the site of the old mansion, in which he must many 
a time have entertained such men as Alexandel 
Henderson, the Marquises Argyle, Rothes, and Cal- 
lander, the gallant Sir Alexander Leslie, the some- 
what double-dealing Monk, perhaps Cromwell too. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


HIGH STKEET (co"tinu{(l). 


Mary King's Close-Who was Mary1---Scourged by the Plague of 1645-lts Mystery-Drummond's Epigram-Prof. Sinclairs .. Satan's Invisible 
World Discovered"-Mr. and Mrs. Coltheart's Ghostly Vï.,itors-The Close finally abandoned to Goblins-Craig's Close-Andro Hart, 
1300kseller and Printer-Andro's Spear-A Menagerie in Craig's Close-The I.le of Man Arms-The Cape Club-Its Mysteries and Officers 
-Installation of a Knight-Provincial Cape Clubs-The P,ker Club-How it Originated-Membcrs-Office-bearers-Old Stamp Office 
Court-Fortunc"s Tavern-The beautiful Countess of Eglinton-Her Patronage of Letters-Her Family-Jnterview with Dr. Johnson- 

I UI dcrous Riot iD the Close- Removal or the Stamp Office. 


MARY KING'S Close was long a place of terror to succeed. "Those who had been foolhardy enough 
the superstitious, as one of the last retreats of the to peep through the windows after nightfall saw 
desolating plague of 1645. "Who Mary King the spectres of the long-departed denizens engaged 
was is now unknown, but though thc alley is roof- in their wonted occupations; headless forms danced 
less and ruined," says one, writing of it in 1845, through the moonlit apartments; on one occasion 
"with weeds, wall-flowers, grass, and even little a godly minister and two pious elders were scared 
trees, flourishing luxuriantly among the falling .ont of their senses by the terrible vision of a raw 
walls, her name may still be seen painted on the head and blood-dripping arm, which protruded 
street corner." from the wall in this terrible street, and flourished 
For some g-enerations after the plague-in which a sword above their heads; and many other terrors, 
most of itsinhabitants perished-its houses remained which are duly chronicled in 'Satan's Invisible 
closed, and gradually it became a place of mystery I W orId :'" yet it was down this place that the wild 
and horror, the ahode of a thousand spectres and young Master of Gray dragged the fair Mistress 

amd,ess terrors, for superstition peopled it with I Carnegie, whom, sword in hand, he had abducted 
mhabltants, whom all feared and none carcd to from her father's house at the head of twelve men-at 
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arms, and took her by boat across the loch that 1 rible sight, and remained insensible till the neigh- 
rippled at the foot of the slope. bours returned from church. Her husband strove 
In Drummond of Hawthornden's poems, pub- to rea
on her out of her credulity, and the evening 
lished by the Maitland Club, there is an epigram p.Issed without further trouble; but they Iud not 
on Mary King's" pest:"- been long in bed when he himself espied the S.Ime 
I ' phantom head by the fire-light, floating in mid-.IÏI, 
.. Turn, citizens, to God; repent, repent, and eyeing him with ghostly eyes, 
And pray your bedlam frenzies may rdent ; He lighted a candle, and betook him to prayer, 
Think not rebellion a trifling thing, 
This pla!,'11e doth fight for 1I1arie and the Aí"g." but with little effect, for in about an hour th
 
bodiless ph.Intom W.IS joined by that of a child, 
An old gentleman, says Wilson, has often de- also suspended in mid-air, and this W.IS followed 
scribed to us his visits to !\Iary King's Close, along by an arm, naked frum the ellJow, which, in de- 
with his companions, when a schoolboy. The fiance of all Coltheart's pr.Iyers and pious in. 
most courageous of them would appro.Ich these terjections, seemed bent on shaking hands with 
dread aboJes of mystery, and after shouting him and his wife! 
through the keyhole or broken window-shutter, I In the most solemn way the luckless lawyer con- 
they would run off with palpitating hearts; the jured these phantoms tu entrust him with the story 
popular superstition being, that if these long-deserted of any wrongs they wished righted; but all to no 
abodes were opened, the deadly pest imprisoned purpose. The old tenants evidelllly reg.uded the 
there wouIeI once more burst forth and desolate new as intruders, and others came to their aid, for 
the land. the naked arm was joined by a spectral dog, which 
Mr. George Sinclair, Profe5sor of !\Ioral Philo- curled itself up in a chair, and went to sleep; and 
sophy in the University of Glasgow, and afterwards then came a cat, and many other creatures, but 
minister of Eastwood in Renfrewshire, by the pub- of grotesque and monstrous forms, till the whole 
lication, in 1685, of his work, "Satan's Invisible room swarmed with them, so that the honest couple 
World Discovered," did much to add to the terrors were compelled to kneel on their bed, there being 
of Mary King's Close, by his account of appari- no standing room on the floor; till suddenly, with 
tions seen therein, and recorded ,. by witnesses of a deep and awful groan, as of a strong man dying 
undoubted \ eracity "-a work long hawked about in agony, the whole vanished, and Mr. and Mrs. 
the streets by the itiner.Int sellers of gingerbread. Coltheart found themselves alone. 
The 
ast, or northern portion of the close, wit,h i.ts I In those da
's of superstitiol
, l\(
, Coltheart-if 
massive vaulted lower storeys, was an open rum II1 we are to beheve Professor Smclmr-must have 
18.t5; the south, or upper, had fallen into ruin been a man of more"t:Jan ordinary courage, for he 
after a fire in '750, and was in that condition continued to reside in this terrible house till the 
when a portion of the site was required for the d.lY of his death, without further molestation; but 
west side of the Royal Exchange, three years when tll.lt day came, it \\ould seem not to have 
after. been unaccompanied by the supernatural. At the 
It would appear from the Professor's narrative, moment he expired, a gentleman, whose friend and 
that Mr. Thomas Coltheart, a respectable law law agent he was, while asleep in bed beside his 
agent, whose legal business had begun to flourish, wife, at Tranent, ten mih:s distant, was roused by 
took a better style of house in l\Iary King's Close. I the nurse, who had been terrified" hy something 
Their maid-servant was, of course, duly warned by like a cloud moving about the room." 
obliging neighbours that the house was haul/ted, I Starting up with the first instinct of a Scot in 
an,1 in terror she gave up her situation and fled, those days, he sei.led his sword to defend himself, 
leaving 1\11'. and Mrs. Coltheart, to face whatever when" the something" gradually assumed the form 
they might see, alone. I and face of a m.In, who looked at him pale and 
I 
Accordingly, it came to pass that, when the lady ghastly, and in whom he recognised his friend 
had seated herself by the bedside of her gudeman, , Thomas Coltheart. 
who, being slightly indisposed on the Sunday after- I " Are you dead, and if so, what is your errand? " 
noon, had lain down to rest, while she read the J he demanded, despite his fears, on which the appa- 
Scriptures, chancing to look up, she saw to her rition shook its head twice and melted away. Pro- 
intense dismay a human head, apparently that of ceeding at once to Edinburgh, the ghost-seer went 
an old man, with a grey floating beard, suspended direct to the house of his friend in :\Iary King's 
in mid-air, at a little distance, and gaÚng intently Close, and found the wife of the fonner in tears 
at her with elfish eyes. She swooned at this ter-' for the recent death of her husb.md. This ac- 
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count-a very common kind of ghust stury-we I 
Ieter," and other works that issued from his 
are told, was related by the minister (of course) press. He flourished in the reign of James VI., 
who was in the house on this occasion, to John' and previous to 1600 he was in the habit of im- 
I 
Duke of Lauderdale (who died in 1682), in pre- porting books from the Continent; but about 1601 
sence of many other nobles. After this the house he printed, at his own expense, !>everal works in 
was again deserted; yet another attempt W.IS r Holland; and subsequently commenced business 
made to inhahit it - probably rent-free - by a I as a printer in those premises in the High Street 
courageous and drink-Io\ing old soldier and his which, two centuries after his death in 1621, be- 
wife; but towards midnight the candle began to came the residence of the great bibliopole, Pro- 
burn blue, and the grisly vost Creech, and of that 
ulJ head was St>en to II
II i 111 II still greater one, Archi- 
h

e
 /n n
id-
ir, 
n W I.' ,,' =, II bal
 
o;lstable'd h 
\V lIC I tIe terrlfie coup e [. , . Itt e way 0\\ n t e 
fled, and Mary King's 
,., ' close on the east side was 
Close was tin.llly ab.ln- I': l the printing - house of 
I . I, ' 
doned to desolation and L'. 
 AndroHart,apicturesque 
I' ....: . 
decay. No record of its."- I 
 -. and substantial stone 
inmates in the flesh has . 
 t I r il l ' tenement, \\ith finel} 
ever been handed down, I
" 
,{
,
, I, t I moulded \\ indows di- 
and thus the name of the II' vided by lliuilions, and 
h
a


I
n:s:;:c
:
ed with t , 



" 1\ 11'1 :
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:
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:
:;ro;rt
; 
Professor Sinclair, who r
' Ilj; crow-stepped gable. 
wrote the history of r ,.;" ci II O"er the old doonv..ty 
these, was author of ,,- Iii 
 : ,I was the legend and date, 
several very learned I' (, ': ,II " lIIy hoip is Ùl Christ, A. 
.-o,k, on '-"o>oomr, . 
 I " ; 'I 
 " ' : - r ,; r rl _ ' i 
 
"r 
 ',I ;1-:1 1 '" .s. liE. K, 1593," under a 
navigation, mathematics, _ 
 II, . >.' ,I label moukling. In 1828 
and so forth; but he 
 .J ' 
 ,; there was presented to 
also favoured the world -"r '- ,'Y"": 
I J 
,' the Antiquarian 1\Iuseum 
with a strange "Dis- 
 ":;"11 
 
 " n \ 11''11' by 1\Ir. Hutchison, printer, 
course concerning Coal " 
 > .. :.
'; l' V' -
 I ., a very fine Scottish spear, 


.. , 
-a compound of science -
 t which had been presen ed 
and superstition, con- 
. I 
rnJ!l ' " from time immemorial in 
taining an account of the 
 
 .
. . ,.:1 ,(,'t j, ij . ! the old printing-house of 
witches of Glenluce, Sin- . I ,'.!J.; 1 I'! Andro Hart, and is con- 
clair being, like many I ',;;
 _ -, I fidently believed to have 
other learned men of his 
 _r- been his-perhaps the 
Ii. -- I 
time, a firm believer in I ___ same weapon with whic 1 
the black art. 
\ - he sallied forth to take 
Passing \rriters' Court I' /-/- = 
 - _=== -4:.' 
 part in the great tumult 
and the Royal Fxchange, STA\ll' UFFICE CLOSE. of 1596, when the king 
both of which have been was besieged in the Tol- 
already described, we come to the once famous booth; for Caldef\\ood and others distinctly tell 
alley, Craig's Close, tne lower el
d of \\hich, like us that the old printpr was one of the foremost in 
the rest of such thoroughfares in this quarter, the disturbance, and roused so much the indig- 
has been removed to make way for Cockburn nation of the king, James YI., that he was sent 
Street. prisoner to the Castle' in February, 1597, together 
The old tenement which faces the High Street at with two other booksellers, James and Edward 
the head of this close occupies the site of the Cathkin. 
open booth or shop of Andro Hart, the f,Huous I In 1759 a dromedary and camel were e..hibited 
old 
cottish printer; and therein was, of course, I at the head of Craig's Close, where they seem to 
exposed for sale his well known Bible, which has have been deemed two wonders of the world, and, 
always been admired for its beautiful t} pography; according to the EdÙlbll1;<;h .lh.r.zU lTlld Chro1licle 
his Barbour's "Bruce," his ,. Psalms in Scottish I for that} ear, itw.ls doubted whethcr there \\ere othcl 
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.' two snch animals in the whole island of Great The knights presented his Majesty with a contri- 
Britain." bution of 100 guineas to assist in raising troops in 
Between the back and front tenements occupied 1778. The entrance-fee to this amusing club was 
of old by Andro Hart is a house, once a famous originally half-a-crown, and eventually it rose to a 
tavern, which formed the meeting-place of the Cape guinea; but so economical were the members, that 
Club, one of the most noted of those wherein the among the last entries in their minutes waS one to 
leading men of "Auld Reekie" were wont to seek the effect that the suppers should be at " the old 
rela:\ation-one celehrated in Fergusson's poem on price" of 4
d. a head. Lancashire the comedian, 
the city, and where a system of "high jinks" was leaving the stage, seems to have eked out a meagre 
kept up with an ardour that never abated. subsistence by opening in the Canongate a tavern, 
In this tavern, then, the Isle of il.fall Arms, kept where he was kindly patronised by the knights of 
by James !\fann, in Craig's Close, the "Cape the Cape, and they subsequently paid him visits at 
Club" was nightly inaugurated, each member re- "Comedy Hut, New Edinburgh," a place of enter- 
ceiving on his election some grotesque name and tainm
nt which he opened somewhere beyond the 
character, which he was expected to retain and bank of the North Loch; and soon after this con- 
maintain for the future. From its minutes, which vivial club-one of the many wherein grave citizens 
are preserved in the Antiquarian Museum, the club and learned counsellors cast a
ide their powdered 
appears to have been formally constituted in 1764, wigs, and betook them to what may now seem mad- 
though it had existed long before. Its insignia cap revelry in great contrast to the rigiù decorum 
were a c.lpe, or crown, worn by the SOlJereigll of the of every-day life-passed completely away; but a 
Caþe on St..lte occasions, when certain other mem- fout-note to \\,ilson's " Memorials" informs us that 
bers wore badges, or jewels of office, and two "Provincial Cape Clubs, deriving their authority 
maces in the form of huge steel pokers, engraven and diplomas from the parent body, were succes- 
with mottoes, and still preserveù in Edinburgh, sively formed in Glasgow, Manchester, and Lon- 
formed the sword and sceptre of the King in Clpe don, and in Charleston, South Carulina, each of 
Hall, when the jovial fraternity met for high jinks, which was formally established in virtue of a royal 
and Tom Lancashire the comedian, Robert Fer- commission granted by the Sovereign of the Cape. 
gusson the poet, David Herd, Alexander Runci- The American off-shoot of this old Edinburgh fra.. 
man, Jacob More, Walter Ross the antiquary, ternity is said to be still flourishing in the Southern 
Gavin Wilson the poetical shoemaker, the Laird States." 
of Cardrona a bOll l'Íl'a1/t of the last century, Sir In the" Life of Lord Kames," br Lord \Yood- 
Henry Raeburn, and, strange to say, the notorious houselee, we have an account of the Poker Club, 
Deacon Brodie, met round the" flowing bowL" which held its meetings near this spot, at "our old 
Tom Lancashire--on whom Fergusson wrote a landlord of the Dii'e1soriulIl, Tom Nicholson's, near 
witty epitaph-was the first sovereign of the club the cross. The dinner was on the table at two 
after 1764, as Sir Cape, while the title of Sir Poker o'clock; we dunk the best claret and sherry; and 
belonged to its oldest member, James Aitken. the reckoning was punctually called at six o'clock. 
David Herd, the ingenious collector of Scottish After the first fifteen, who were chosen by nomina_ 
ballad poetry, succeeded Lancashire (who was a tion, the members were elected by ballot, and two 
celebrated comedian in his day), under the sobri- black balls excluded a candidate." 
quet of Sir Scrape, having as secretary Jacob More, A political question-on the expediency of estab- 
who attained fame as a landscape painter in Rome; IlishÍl:g a Scottish milit
a.(wh
le Charles E
,,:ard and 
and doubtless his pencil and that of Runciman, pro- Cardmal York were hVll1g m Rome)-dlvtded the 
duced nuny of the illustrations an,l caricatures I Scottish public mind greatly between 1760 and 
with which th
 old 1\1S. books of the club abounò.1 I 762
 and 
ave r
se 
o the club in th
 lat
er year, 
When a kmght of th
 Cape was inaugurated he I and It sl
bslste
 111 vlgour an
 cele
nty till 17 8 4, 
was led forward by hIs sponsors, and kneeling and contll1ued ItS weekly meetll1gs wIth great regu- 
before the sovereign, had to grasp the poker, and larity, long after the object of its institution had 
take an oath of fidelity, the knights standing by ceased to engage attention; and it can scarcely be 
uncovered :- doubted that its influence was considerable in fos- 
tering talent and promoting elegant literature in 
Edinburgh, though the few publications of a literary 
nature that had been published under the auspices 
of the club were, like most of that nature, epÍu:- 
I meral, and are now utterly forgotten. 


.. ( devoutly swear by tbis light. 
To be a true and faithful knight, 
With all my might, 
Both day and night, 
So help me Poker!" 
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The only publication of sterling merit which en- 
livened the occasion that called it forth was" The 
History in the Proceedings of Margaret, commonly 
called Peg," written in imitation of Dr. Arbuthnot's 
"History of John Bull." In the memoirs of Dr. 
Carlyle of Inveresk an amusing account is given 
of the Poker Club, of which he was a zealous and 
const.ll1t attender. About the third or fourth meet- 
ing of the club, after 1/62, he mentions that mem- 
bers were at a loss for a name for it, and wished one 
that should be of uncertain meaning, and not so 
directly offensive as that of Militia Club, whereupon 
Adam Ferguson, the eminent historian and moral 
philosopher, suggested the name of Poker, which 
the members UJHlerstoorl, and ,\ hich would "be 
an enigma to the public." 
It comprehended all the literati of Edinburgh 
and its neighbourhood, most of whom-like Robert- 
son, Blair, and Hume-had been members of the 
select society (those only excepted who were enemies 
to the Scottish militia scheme), together with a 
great many country gentlemen whose national and 
Jacobite proclivities led them to resent the invidious 
line drawn between Scotland and England. 
Sir William Pulteney Johnston was secretary of 
the Poker Club, with two members, whom he was 
to consult anent its publications in a laughing hour. 
"Andrew Crosbie, advocate, was appointed assassin 
to the club, in case any service of that sort should 
be needed; but David Hume was named for his 
assistant, so that between the plus and minus there 
was no hal'ard of much bloodshed." 
After a time the club removed its meetings to 
Fortune's Tavern, at the Cross Kqs, in the Stamp 
Uffice Close, where the dinners became so showy 
and e"pensive that attendance began to decrease, 
and new members came in "who had no title to be 
there, and were not congenial" (the common fate 
of all clubs generally) .. and so by death and de- 
sertion the Poker began to dwindle away, though 
a bold attempt was made to revive it in 1787 by 
some young men of talent and spirit." \Vhen Cap_ 
tlin James Edgar, one of the original Pokers, was 
in Paris in 1] 73, during the flourishing time of the 
club, he was asked hy IJ'Alembert to go with him 
to their club of literati, to which he replied with 
something of bluntness, "that. the company of 
literati was no novelty to him, for he harl a club at 
Edinburgh composerl, he believed, of the ablest 
men in Europe. This" (adds Dr. Carlyle, whose 
original MS. Lord Kames quoted)" was no sin- 
gular opinion; for the most enlightened foreigners 
had formed the same estimate of the literary 
ociety 
of Edinburgh at that time. The Princess Dashkoff, 
disputing with me one day at Buxt(\n ahout the 


superiority of Edinburgh as a residence to most of 
the cities of Europe, when I had alleged various 
particulars, in which I thought we excelled, , No,' 
said she, 'but I know one article } ou have not 
mentioned in which I must give you clearly the 
precedence, which is, that of all the societies of men 
of talent I have met with in my travels, ) ours is the 
first in point of abilities.'" 
A few steps farther down the street bring us 
to the entrance of the Old Stamp Office Close, 
wherein was the tavern just referred to, Fortune's, 
one in the greatest \'ogue between 1760 and 177 0 . 
"The gay men of the city," we are told, "the 
scholarly and the philosophical, with the common 
citizens, all flocked hither; anrl here the Royal 
Commissioner for the General Assembly held his 
levées, and hence proceeded to church with his 
cortèg<', then additionally splendid from having ladies 
walking in it in their court dresses, as well as 
gentlemen." 
The house occupied by this famous t
wern had 
been in former times the residence of Alexander 
ninth Earl of Eglinton, and his Countess Susanna 
Kennedy of the house of ColLCan, reputed the mo
t 
beautiful woman of her time. 
From the magnificent but privately printed 
" Memorials of the Montgomeries," we learn many 
interesting particulars of this noble couple, who 
dwelt in the Old Stamp Office Close. Whether 
their abode there was the same as that stated, of 
which we have an inventory, in the time 01 
Hugh third Earl of Eglinton, "at his house in 
Edinburgh, 3rd March, 1563," gi,'en in the" l\Ie- 
morials," we have no means of determining. Earl 
Alexander was one of those patri.uchal old Scottish 
lords who lived to a great age. He was thrice 
married, ami left a progeny whose names are inter 
spersed throughout the pages of the Douglas 
peerage. His last Countess, Susanna. was the 
daughter of Sir Archibald Kennedy, a sturdy old 
cavalier, who marlc himself conspicuous in the 
wars of Dundee. She was one of the co-heiresses 
of David Leslie Lord Newark, the Covenanting 
general whom Cromwell defeated at Dunbar. 
She was six feet in height, extremely handsome, 
with a brilliantly fair comple"ion, and a f.'tce of 
"the most bewitching loveliness." She had many 
arlmirers, Sir John Clerk of Penicuick among 
others; but her friends had always hoped she 
would marry the Earl of Eglinton, though he was 
more than old enough to have been her father, 
and when a stray hawk, with his iordship's name 
on its bells, alighted on her shoulder as she was 
one day walking in her father's garden at ColLCan. 
it was deemed an infallible omen of her future. 
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The de.lth of his second counkss left the earl \ lifetime, it is not surprising that many interesting 
fr.ee. to win the l?rize and fulfil the .nurser
 pre- particulars concerning her have been preserved 
nd 
dlctlOns. "Admirers of a youthful, lI11passlOned, handed down to liS. She had a grace and beanng 
and sonnet-making cast might have trembled at I all her own; hence the Eglinton air and the 
his approach to the shrine of their divinity, for Eglinton manner were long proverbial in Edin- 
his lordship was one of those titled suitors who, I burgh after she Iud passed away. Her seven 
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howc\Tr oltl ancl horrible, are never rejected eJ\.<,ept daughter.> were all handsome women, and it was 
in novels and rom,lI1ces;" and though Sir John (kemed indeed a goodly sight to see the long pro- 
Clerk h.\(l declared his passion. he di,1 su in vain, I cessiun of eight gilded sedans issue from the Stamp 
amI his lovely Susanna became Countess of Eglin- Office Close, bearing her and her stately brood to 
ton about the year of the Pnion, the Assembly Room, amid a crowd that was hushed 
To the charms of her personal appearance were I \\ ith respect and admiration, "to behold their 
added the more powerful attractions of genius an(l lofty and graceful fi
lIres step from the chairs on 
great accomplishments. Possessing these, in the I the p.tvemcnt. It could not f.li\ 10 he a rem.lrkable 
clc\'a
ed po!'>ition which she occupie,l durin;.: a lon
 si;.:ht-cight singularly heautiful women,conspicuous 
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for their stature and carriage, all dressed in the I under the misery and slavery of being united to 
splendid, though formal, fashions of that period, En6land,a Scotsman, without prostituting his honour, 
and inspired at once with dignity of birth and con- can obtain nothing by following a Court but bring 
sciousness of beauty! Alas! such visions no longer his estate under debt, and consequently himself to 
illuminate the dark tortuosities of Auld Reekie ! " necessity." 
By his three countesses the Earl had twelve The Countess was a great patron of authors. 
daughters, and he was beginning to despair of an Boyse dedicated his poems to her, as Allan Ramsay 
heir to his title, when one was born to him. He did his" Gentle Shepherd," and in doing so enlarged 
died in 1729. Shortly before his death he wrote a in glowing terms upon the virtues of his patroness. 
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SI;SA:oi:<A, COI;N1ESS OF EGU!"TON. 
(From tlu Portrait in tJie .. Memoirs of tlu Montco'"e
ie$. ") 


letter to hIe:; son, the tenth Earl, in which he ad. "If it were not for offending lour ladyship 
vised him never to marry an Englishwoman, and here, I might give the fullest liberty to my muse, 
wherein the following passage occurs:- to delineate the finest of women by drawing your 
"Y0u came to live at a time, my chief est care, ladyship's character, and be in no hazard ot 
when the right to these kingdoms comes to be a being deemed a flatterer, since flattery lies not 
'luestion betwixt the House of Hanover, in posses- in paying what is due to merit, but in praises 
sion, and the descendants of King James. You misplaced." 
are, in my poor opinion, not to intermeddle with William Hamilton of Bangour, an elegant poet 
either, but live abstractly at home, managing your and accomplished man, had recommended Allan 
affairs to the best advantage, and living in a good Ramsay to her notice in an address, in which he 
understanding with your friends; for sincp. 've are : eulogises her and her daughters. After referring to 
30 
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the evil passions indulged in by many, Hamilton 
draws the contrast thus:- 


[High Street. 


milk! "I have seen a portrait," says Chambers, 
,. t.lken in her eighty-first year, in which it is ob- 
servable that her skin is of exquisite delicacy and 
tint. Altogether the Countess was a woman of 
ten thousand! One last trait may now 
be recorded: in her ladyship's bedroom was hung 
a portrait of her sovereign de þlre, the ill-starred 
Charles Edward, so situated as to be the first object 
which met her sight on awaking in the morning." 
With the state levées of the old Earl of Leven 
as High Commissioner at Fortune's tavern the 
ancient glories of the Stamp Office Close faded 
away; but an unwonted sl-'ectacle was exhibited at 
the head thereof in 1812-a public execution. 
On the night of the 31st December, 1811, a 
band of young artisans and idlers, most of them 
under twenty years of age, but so numerous and 
so well organised as to set the regular police of the 
city at defiance, sallied forth, about eleven o'clock, 
into the streets, then crowded as usual at that 
festive season, and proceeded with bludgeons to 
knock do\\ n and rob every person of decent ap- 
pearance who fell in their way-the least symptom 
Save Lady Frances, all 'her daughters were well on the part of the victims to resist, or protect their 
married; but her eldest son, Earl Alexander, was property, proving only a provocation to fresh out- 
her especial favourite. In his youth, she said, she rages. These desperadoes had full possession of 
preserved the goodness of his nature by keeping the streets till two in the morning, for the police, 
his mind pure and untainted, and gi\'ing him just who at that period were wretchedly insufficient, 
ideas of moral life. She is said never to have were routed and dispersed from the commence- 
refused him a request but once. On the accession ment of the murderous riot. 
of George III. to the throne, the young earl was One watchman, who did his duty in a resolute 
appointed one of the lords of the bedchamber. manner, was killed on the spot; a great number of 
Proud of his stately mother and of her noble figure, persons were robbed, and a greater number dan- 
he begged that she would walk in the procession gerously, some mortally, wounded. When the 
I 
at his Majesty's coronation; but the Countess-a police recovered from their surprise, assisted by 
true Jacobite-excused herself, that she was too several gentlemen, a number of the rioters were 
old to wear robes now, His melancholy death at arrested, some with stolen articles in their posses- 
the hands of 
Iungo Campbell, in I ;69, well nigh sion, and the chief ringlt:aders were soon aftel 
overwhelmed her. Indeed, she never entirely re- discovered and taken into custody. 
covered from the shock of seeing her beloved son Four were tried and convicted; and three of 
borne home mortally wounded. these young lads were sentenced to be hanged. 
During Dr. Johnson's visit to her, it came out that The magistrates had them executed on the 22nd 
she was married before he was born; upon which of April, 1812, on a gallows erected at the head of 
she smartly and graciously said to him that she the Stamp Office Close, in order to mark more 
might have been his mother, and now adopted him; impressively the detestation of their crimes, and 
and at parting she embraced him, a mark of affection because that place had been the chief scene of the 
and condescension which made a lasting impression bloodshed during the riot. 
upon the mind of the great literary bear. In 1780 A small work entitled" Notcs of Conversations," 
she died at Auchans, at the age of ninety-one, pre- with these young desperadoes, was afterwards pub- 
serving to the last her grandeur of mien and her mar- lished by the Reverend W. Innes. 
vellous purity of complexion, a mystery to all the In 1 SZI the Stamp Office was removed from 
women of her time, and the secret of which was said this close to the new buildings .erected at 'Vaterloo 
to be that she periodically bathed her face with sow's Place. 


.. Unlike, 0 Eglintoun! thy happy breast, 
Calm and serene, enjoys the heavenly guest; 
From the tumultuous t ule of passions freed, 
Pure in thy thought and spotless in thy deed ; 
In virtues rich, in goodness unconfined, 
Thou shin'st a fair example to thy kind; 
Sincere and equal to thy neighbonr's name, 
How swift to praise! how guiltless to defame! 
Bold in thy presenæ bashfulness appears, 
And backward merit loses all its fears. 
Supremely blest by Heaven-Heaven's richest grace 
Confest is thine, an early blooming race; 
\Vhose plea
ing smiles shall guardian wisdom arm, 
Divine instruction! tanght of thee to charm; 
What transports shall they to thy soul Impart 
(The conscions transports of a parent's heart), 
\Vhen thon behold'st them of each grace possest, 
And sighing youths imploring to be blest; 
After thy image formed, with charms like thine, 
Or in the visit, or the dance to shine! 
Thrice happy who succeed their mother's praise, 
The lovely Eglintounes of other days." 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 


THE HIGH STREET (colltinued). 


The Anchor CloSC'" Dawn
y Douglas's Tavern-The .. Crown Room u_ The Crochal1an CluL-Members-Burns among the Crochallan Fencibles 
-Smellie's Printing Offil.e-Dundas's Hou!ile. Fleshmarket Close-:M}lne's Square-Lord Alva's House-The Countrss of Sutherland and 
Lady Glenorchy-llirthplace of Fergusson -Halkerston's Wynd Port-Kinloch's Close-Carrubber's Close-The Episcopal Chapel-Clam 
Shell Land-Capt. tt.latthew Henderson-Allan Ram-..ay's Theatre-Its later Ten
mts- The Tailor's Hall-Bailie Fyfe's Close- u Hea'\e awa,' 
lalh' J l"m nodeid yet "-Chalmer
' Close-H(Jpe's Hou
-Sandiland's Close-BIshop Kennedy's House-Grant's Close-Baron Grant"
 House. 


O:O<E of the most interesting of the many old alleys the establishment of the club, which, with jocular 
of the High Street (continuing still on the north reference to the many Scottish corps then raising, 
side thereof) is the Anchor Close. was named the Crochallan F encibles, composed 
A few yards do\\n this dark and parrow tho- entirely of men of original character and talent. 
roughfare bring us to the entrance of a scale-stair, Each member took some military title or ludicrous 
having the legend, Tile Lord is Ollly Ill)' s'iport; office. _\mongst them \\as Smellie, the famous 
adjoining it is another and older door, inscribed printer, and atlthor of the" Philosophy of J'\atural 
O. Lord. ill . tlu . IS. al. my. traist,. while an History." Indi\iduals committing an alleged fault 
architrave bears a line from a psalm, Be merczft'l were subjected to mock trials, in which those 
to me, under which we enter what was of old the members \\ho were ad\ocates could display their 
famous festive and hospitable tavern of Daniel, or, wit; and as one member was the drpute h'l1lgmall 
as he was familiarly named by the Hays, Erskines, cf the club, a little horse-play, with much mirth, at 
1'leydells, and Crosbies, who were his customers, times prevailed. 
Dawney. Doughs, an establishment second to none The song of "Cro Chalien" had a legend con- 
in its time for convivial meetings, and noted for nected therewith. Colin's wife died very young, 
suppers of tripe, mince collops, rizzared haddocks, but some months after he had buried her she was 
and fragrant hashes, that never cost more than six- occasionally seen in the gloaming, when spirits are 
pence a-heall ; yet on charges so moderate Da\\ ney supposed to appear, milking her CO\\ s as usual, and 
Douglasand hisgudewifecontrived to grow extremely singing the plaintive song to which Burns must often 
rich before they died. Who caused the three holy have listened amid the orgies in the Anchor Close. 
legends to be carved, as in many other instances, In Dawney's t.lVern the chief room was rather 
no man knows, nor can one tell who resided here of elegant and well-sized, having an access by the 
old, except that it was in the seventeenth century second of the doors described, and was resen.ed 
the house of a senator entitled Lord Forglen. for large companies or important guests. Fa' 
" The frequenter of Douglas's," we are told, "after excellence, it was named the "Crown Room," and 
ascending a few steps, found himself in a pretty was thus distinguished to guests on their bill tops, 
large kitchen, through which numerous ineffable from some foolish and unwarrantable tradition that 
ministers of flame were continually flying about, Queen Mary had once been there, when the crown 
while beside the door sat the landlady, a large, fat I was deposited in a niche in the wall. It was 
woman, in a towering head-dress and large-flowered handsomely panelled, with a decorated fireplace 
silk gown, who bowed to everyone passing. Most I and two lofty windows that opened to the clo;;e; 
likely, on emerging from this igneous region, the I but all this has disappeared now, and new buildings 
party would fall into the hands of Dawney himself, I erected in 1869 have replaced the old. 
and be conducted to an apartment." Here, then, \\as Burns introduced to the jovial 
He was a little, thin, weak, quiet, and submissive Crochallans, among whom were such men as 
man; in all things a contrast to his wife. I Erskine, Lords Newton and Gillies, by Smellie the 
Here met the famous club called the Crochallan philosc>pher and printer who contested with Dr. 
Fencibles, which Burns has celebrated both in 'Yalker the chair of natural history in the Univer- 
prose and verse, and to which he was introduced sity; and of one member, 'Yilliam Dunbar, 'V.S., 
in 1787 by William Smellie, when in the city "Colonel" of the club, a predominant wit, he has 
superintending the printing of his poems, and left us a characteristic picture :- 
when, according to custom, one of the club was .. Oh, rattIin,'roarin' Willie, 
pitted against him in a contest of \\ it and humour. Oh, he held to the fair, 
Burns bore the assault with perfect equanimity, and An' for to sell his fiddle, 
entered fully into the spirit of the meetina. And buy some other "are; 
D I) d G " . But parting" i' his fiddle 
awney ouglas knew a sweet 01 aehc song, Th bl ' , h ' , 
" . tJ . .. e saut tear In t IS ee ; 
called Cro Chahen, or, Cohn s cattle, which he And rattIin', roarin' Willie, 
was \\Ont to sing to his customers, and this led to ",,'re ",,\come hame to me! 
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.. U Willie, come sell your fiddle, 
Oh sell your fiddle sae fine; 
o Willie, come sell your fiddle, 
Aml huy a pint 0' wine. 
If I shoul,l "ell my fiddle, AUGUSTA. AD. VSVM. A VGVSTA. 
The warl' \\ould think] was mad, W. F. B. G. 
For mony a rant in' dåy These were the initials 
My fiddle and I hae had. I"IIJ 1,,, 1,11.11 l -+ J of \Yilliam Fowler, a 
I;!IL ,1jJ11i1 ,,' "h, ,I. ,!Ii', '" ,," "J 'I "".:1 I '.' II'L ".,UI 11, h t b f 
.. As I cam by Crodl"lllan, ";. merc an urgess 0 
I cannily keekit ben- -"" 
 _ --== _ Edinburgh, supposed to 
Rattlin', roarin' Willie, 

 -.. "'" , . be the author of "The 
'Vas sitting at yon boan\ ",: \" , " "," II ,,' .f', , ' " Triumph of Death," and 
Sitti:; 'at yon board en', 
 , ':', , "" , " 
@,RD.\
N-Y
MJ
'V}O
I' the others are, 01 course, 
And amang guid com- those of his wife. As to 
panie; , I 
. , what this house was 
Rattlin', roarin' Willie, -' -..J'JL 1 Iar. _ .,t ' _ originally nothing is 
You're welcome hame to ,
I' t . .'. - _! 'rj;." known, and the peculi- 
me !" I I - 
.. .
 . _ ,
'..., arit y of the le g end has 
,,,,,,"1,01/-:1' ::, I:, .....,- - . 
In verse elsewhere ' been a puzzle to many. 
B t th LINTEL OF DOORWAY IN DAWNEY DOUGLAS'S TAVERN. La ter i t \v as the 
urns no es e pecu- (From a :""'ketch hy the Author.) 
liarities of his introducer, residence of Sir George 
who had become, in middle life, careless of his Drummond, who in 1683 and 1684 was Lord 
costume and appearance :- Provost of the city. In those days the lower 
.. Shrewd Willie Smellie to Crochallan came, ground that sloped down to the North Loch 
1 he old cocked hat, the grcy sunout the sallie; appears to have been all laid out in pleasant gar- 
His bristlmg beanl just rising in ih might; , dens, wherein stood a summer-house belonging to 
'Twas four long nights and days to shaving night." I Lord Forglen, who was Sir Alexander Ogilvie, Bart., 
At the foot of the close there stood, till 1859, a commissioner for the Treaty of Union, and who 
the printing office of this strange genius (who rlied was accused by Sir Alexander :Forbes of Tolquhoun 
in 1795), "and there the most eminent literary men of stealing a gilded drinking-cup out of his house, 
of that period visited and superintended the print- a mistake, as it proved, in the end 
ing of works that have made the press of the Eastward of this were, in succession, Geddes's, 
Scottish capi- Jackson's, and 
tal celebrated ,. , "I' ,,,.. .. uu.. . the Flesh- 
throughout Eu- ' f 111101 ,
 "., ,,,,lj,, II 11I1 IIII"
"" ''', 'I', ,', market Closes. 
rope. There _::- 
---
 0 _... 
=-
 
 
-=-
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 -- - At the head of 
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was the haunt ". t h e last Close , 
of Dr. Blair, . .J,_" , ',,
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Smith, Lords I, 'I I 
, r ;,,,,. to practise as 
1\10 n bod à 0, ,,',I'" III ",' '.. , .'" """ I' '1'-" an advocate. 
LINTEL OF DOùRWAV, DAWNEY DOUGLAS'S TAVERN. 
Hailes, Kames, (From a Sketch hy tlu Author.) Ad jo in ing 
Henr}' Mac- this is Mylne's 
kenzie, Arnot, Hume, and foremost among the' Square, the entrance to which bears the date of 
host, the poet Burns." I 1689, a lofty and gloomy court, having on its side 
Here was long shown an old time-blackened a flight of steps to the North Bridge. This-the 
Ilesk, at which these, and other men snch as these, I project of one of the famous masonic family of 
revised their proofs, and a stool on which Burns M ylne-was among the first improvements effected 
S:J.t while correcting the proofs of his poems pub- I in the old town, before its contented burgesses 
lished between December, 1786, and April, 1787. I became aspiring, and dreamt of raising a New 
Lower cJown the close, over the doorway of a house Edinburgh, beyond the oozy bed of the bordering 
\
'here the Bill Chamber stood for several 
en
ra- I loch. Many distinguished peopley\'ed here of old. 
tlons, were carved the datp., 1616, and the initials Among them was Charles Erskine of Alva, Lord 


W.R.-CM.; and the house immediately below it 
contained the only instance known to exist in 
Edin burgh of a legend over an interior doorway: 
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LORD ALY.\. 
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Justice Clerk in 1748, who long occupied two flats I Wily old Simon Lord Lovat, of the '45, who 
on the west side of the square, the back wil1flows was perpetually involved in law pleas, frequently 
of which overlook the picturesque vista of Cock- visited Lord Alva at his house in Mylne's Square; 
burn Street, and the door of which was among the and the late Mrs. Campbell of Monzie, his 
last that displayed the ancient Tisþ. daughter, was wont to tell that when Lord Lovat 
This cadet of the loyal and ancient house of caught her in the stair .. he always took her up 
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MYLNE'S SQUARE. 


Mar was born in 1680, and died in 1763. Before I in his arms and kissed her, to her horror-he was 
the rise of the new city, it affords us a curious so ugly." 
glimpse of the contented life that such a legal I In this mansion in Mylne's Square Lord Alva's 
dignitary led in those days, \\ hen we find him I twO step-daughters, the Misses l\laxwell of Reston, 
happy during winter in a double flat, in this were married; one, Mary, became the Countess 
obscure place, and in summer at the little villa of I of William Earl of Sutherlancl, a captain in 
Drumsheugh, swept away in 1877, and of which I the 56th Foot, who, when France threatened 
no relic now remains, save the rookery with its old I invasion in 1759, raised, in two months, a regi- 
trees in Randolph Crescent. ,ment among his own clan and followers; the 
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other, \\tlhelmina, became the wife of John Lord ancient city by way of a dam or dyke across the 
Glenorchy. . loch, to "hich Lord Fountainhall refers in a case 
The fate of the Earl of Sutherland, and of his, dated 21St February. 1708. About twenty years 
countess, whose beauty excited the admiration of before that time it would appear that the Town 
all at the coronation of George III., was a yery Council "had opened a new port at the foot 
doudy one. In frolicking with their first-born, a of Halkerston's Wynd fm the cOlweniel1ce of those 
daughter, the earl let the infant drop, and it sus- who went on foot to Leith; and that Robert 
tained injuries from which it neyer recovered, and Malloch, having acquired some lands on the other 
the event had so serious an effect on his mind, side of the North Loch, and made yards and built 
that he resorted to Bath. where he died of a houses thereon, and also haying inyited sundry 
m.tlignant feyer. For twenty-one days the countess, weavers and other good tradesmen to set up 
then about to have a babe again, attended him on 1\Ioutree's Hill [site of the Register House), and 
unremittingly, till she too caught the distemper, and the deacons of crafts finding this prejudicial 
pre-deceased him by a few days, in her twenty-sixth to them, and contrary to the J 54th Act of Parlia- 
year. Her death was sedulously concealed from ment, J592," evading which, these craftsmen paid 
him, yet the (by before he expired, when delirium neither" scot, lot, nor stent," the magistrates closed 
passed away, he said, " I am going to join my dear up the port, and a law plea ensued between them 
wife," as if his mind had alreac1y begun to penetrate and the enterprising Robert Malloch, who was 
the veil that hangs between this world and the accused of filling up a portion of the bank of the 
next. I loch with soil from a quarry. "The town, on the 
In one grave in Holyrood, near the north-east other hand, did stop the vent and passage over the 
corner of the ruined chapel, the remains of this I loch, which made it overflow and drown Robert's 
ill-fated couple were laid, on the 9th of August, I new acquired ground, of which he complained as 
J 766. an act of oppression." 
Lady Glenorchy, a woman remarkable for the I Eventually the magistrates asserted that the loch 
piety of her disposition, was far from happy in her I was wholly theirs, and "that therefore he could 
marriage; but we are told that" she met with her drain no part of it, especially to make it regorge: 
rich reward, even in this world, for she enjoyed and inundate on their side. The Lords were 
the applause of the wealthy and the blessings of the I going to take trial by examining the witnesses, but 
poor, with that supreme of all pleasures-the con-I the magistrates prevented it, by opening the said 
yiction that the eternal welfare of those in whose port of their own accord, without abiding an order, 
f.tte she \Va<; chiefly interested was forwarded by and let the sluice run," by which, of course, the 
her precepts and ex:nnple." access by the gate was rendered useless. 
In after years, the Earl of Hopetoun, when Kinloch's Close adjoined Halkerston 's Wynd, and 
acting as Royal Commissioner to the General therein, till about 1830, stood a handsome old 
Assembly, was wont to hold his state kvées in the substantial tenement, the origin and early occup.tnts 
house that had been Lord Alva's. of which were all unknown. A mass of curious 
To the east of :\Iylne's Square stood some old and abutting projections, the result of its peculiar 
alleys which were demolished to make way for the site, it had a finely-carved entrance door, with 
North Bridge, one of the greatest local undertakings the legend, Feir. God. in . LlIif., 1595, and the 
of the eighteenth century. One of these alleys was initials I. \V., and the arms of the surname of 
known as the Cap and Feather Close, immediately Williamson, together with a remarkable device, a 
above Halkerston's 'Vynd. The lands that formed saltire, from the centre of which rose a cross- 
the east side of the latter were remaining in some symbol of passion. 
places almost intact till about J850. I Passing Allan Ramsay's old shop, a narrow bend 
In one of these, but which it was impossible gives liS access to Carrubber's Close, the last strong- 
to say, was born on the 5th of September, 1750, hold of the faithful Jacobites after J688. Episco- 
that luckless but gifted child of genius, Robert pacy was abolished in J689, and although from 
Fergusson, the poet, whose father was then a clerk that period episcopal clergymen had no legal pro- 
in the British Linen Company; but even the site vision or settlement, they were permitted, without 
of his house, which has peculiar claims on the I molestation, to preach in meeting-houses till 1746 ; 
interest of every lover of Scottish poetry, cannot but as they derived no emolument from Govern- 
be indicated. I ment, and no provision from the State, they did not, 
How Halkerston's Wynd obtained its name we says Arnot, perplex their consciences with volu- 
have already told. Here "as an olltlet from the, minous and unnecessary oaths, but merely excluded 
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the name of "the Hanoverian usurpers" from all' foundt:r of the Bereans, whose chief tenet was, that 
their devotions. But the humble chapels \\ ith the knowledge of the existence of God is derived 
which these old Scottish Episcopalians contentt:d I from revelation and not from Scripture. 
themselves in Carrubber's Close, Skinner's Close, I From him and his followers Ramsay's luckless 
and elsewhere, present a wonderful contrast to their theatre passed to the Rev. Mr. Tait anò other 
St. Paul's and St. Mary's in the Edinburgh of I founders of the Rowites, during whose occupancy 
to-day. the pulpit was frt:quently filled by the celebrated 
In this close was the house of Robert Ainslie's Edward In ing. The Relief and Secession con- 
master, during Burns's visit to Edinburgh, Mr. I gregations have also had it in succession; the 
Samuel Mitchelson, a great musical amateur; and Catholics have used it as a schoolroom; and till 
here it was that occurred the famous" Haggis I its demolition to make way for J eftrey Street, it 
Scene,"described bySmollettin "HumphreyClinkero" has been the arena oî a strange olla podnda of per- 
At the table of Mitchelson the poet was a frequent sonages and purposes. 
guest, while on another floor of the old Clam Shell In Carrubber's Close stood the ancient Tailors' 
Land, as it was named, dwelt another friend of Hall, the meeting-place of a corporation whose 
Burns's, the elder Sir William Forbes of Pitsligo, charter, granted to them by the Town Council, is 
prior to his rt:l110val to the Kew Town. On the dated 20th October, 1531, and with their original 
second floor of an ancient stone land at the head one, was further confirmed by charters from James V. 
of the close dwelt Captain 
[a.tthew Henderson, and James VI. Tht:}hadanaltarinSt.Giles'sChurch 
a well-I.nown antiquary, a gentleman of agrt:eable dedicated to their patron St. Ann, and the date of 
and dignified manners, who was a hero of Minden, their seal of cause is 1500. They had also an 
and a member of the Crochallan Club, and dined altar dedicated to St. Ann in the Abbey church, 
constantly at Fortune's tavern. erected in 1554 by pennis5ion of Robert Commen- 
He died in 1789, and Burns wrote a powerful I dator of Hol} rood. 
elegy on him as ., a gentleman who held the patent I The fine old hall in the Cowgate has long 
for his honours immediately from .\.lmighty Godo" since been abandoned by the Corporation, which 
" I loved the man much, and have not flattered his still exists; and in their other place of meet- 
memory," said Burns in a note to the elegy, which ing in Carrubberos Close an autograph letter of 
contains si"teen verses. The old captain was one King James YI., which hung framed and glazed 
whom all men liked. "In our travelling party," I over the old fireplace, was long one of its chief 
says Sir James Campbell of Ardkinglas in his features. 
(suppressed) Memoirs, "was :\Iatthew Henderson, It was dated in 159-t, and ran thus; but a few 
, 
then (r 7 59) and afterwards well known and much lines will suffice for a specimen :- 
esteemed in the town of Edinburgh, at that time I 
an officer in the 25th Regiment of Foot. and like "Delin and remanent Maisters and Brethren of the 
If. h o . . 
 I d I ' Tailyer Craft within oure burgh of Edinburj;h, we gret 
myse , on IS way to Jom t le army; an may say zow weill. 
with truth, that in the course of a long life I have .. Fo"aemeille as, respecting the gude service of Al_x- 
never known a more estimable character than a1lder lIh/kr, in maling and working the ahulzements of our 

Iatthew Henderson." I awn person, minding to continue him in oure service, as ain 
This close was the scene of the unsuccessful maist fit and meit persone. We laidie recommend it him into 
. zow be oure letter of requiest, desiring you to receive and 
speculatIOn of another poet, for here Allan Ramsay d O t h o t . t th l O b t o d Ii d fth O d ft 
.. a ill] un gra IS 0 e I er Ie an rc oln 0 e sal era , 
made a bold attempt to establish hIS theatre, as a thing maist requisite for him, having the cair of our 
\\ hich was roughly closed by the magistrates in a\\in wark, notwitlbtanding that he was not prenteis 
1737, after it had been barely opened, for which amongis zow, according to your ancient liberties and privi- 
he took a poet's vengeance in rhvme in the liges had in the contraie. Willing row at this our requie.;t to 
o 0' 0 dispense him thereanent &c. JA'IES R." 
GmtÜ11lall's JIac
nzl1Ze. The edIfice, which stood ' , 
at the foo
 of the close, .was quiaically named I The king's request was no doubt granted, and 
St. Andrew s Chapel, and m 17 i 3 was the arena the Alexander 
[iller to \\ horn it referred died in 
for the debates of a famous speculative club named 1616, a reputable burgess, whose tomb in the 
the Pantheon. I Greyfriars' churchyard was inscribeò thus by 
Five years subsequently blind Dr. Moyes, the his heirs:- 
clever lecturer on natural philosophv, held forth.. . . . 0 <;,.. 
I 0 d o b h f: I - bl ' d I I AI
xaJzdro 11"/1"0, Jacobi .Ifag. Brzt. Frallczæ, '" CO, 
t leretn o to au lences ot 0 as Hona e an se ecl. /?
gis Sartori, ad }iI/nil 
 it,-, primario, /z,,,,cdt's. Fo C. 
 ixit 
on opttc<;, the property of hght, and so forth. It amzis 57, obiil Prl1nfis et Civiulll luc/oJ dao1a'us, Amw 
W:iS afterwarùs occupieù by Mr. John Darclay, 11611;. .JJ.uï 2." 
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When the Company of Merchant Tailors in I in its ruins thirty-five persons, and shooting out 
London requested James to become a member of into the broad street a mighty heap of rubbish. A 
their guild, he declined, on the plea that he "was I few of the inmates almost miraculously escaped 
already free of another company," and reft:rred to the destruction from tht: peculiar way in which some of 
similar corporation in his native capital, but added the strong oak beams and fragments of flooring 
that his son Henry, the Prince of Wales, would fell ovt:r tht:m; and among those who did so 
avail himself of the honour, and that he himself I was a lad, whose sculptured effigy, as a memorial 
would be present at the ceremony. of the event, now decorates a window of the new 
From "Guthrie's Mt:moi
s" we learn that in edifice, with a scroll, whereon are carved the 
16 43 a solemn and important meeting was held in words he was heard uttering piteously to those 
the Tailors' Hall between the conservators of peace who were digging out the killed and wounded: 
with England and a commission of the General "Heave awa, lads, I'm no deid yet 1" 
Assembly. In Chalmers' Close an 
St. Magdalene's Chapel, __ 
 
_
 _ old house was connected 
and the modern Mary's In a remote way with 
Chapel in Bell's Wynd, .... the famous Lord Francis 
form the chief halls of the Jeffrey, whose grandfather 
remaining corporations of _ 11., -_ -:0- 
 dwelt there when in the 
Edinburgh that have long . "
. -.' ... Ii f, - - 1'\ - trade as a barber and peri- 
survi ved the purposes for ... ,>'" - ,
 -- - 
- [ . J ;:;"", wig maker, and the old 
..... I .. . 
 J I 
which they were originally , . Ii", ' \ "close is said to have been 
incorporated. 
 \ _ 'Ý
 :'
 ,,:'.' 
,.. in his boyhood a favourite 
In August, 1758, there "" 'Iii' ; I 
ó ' ' -.lL 'ã. I .; " haunt of the future judge 
occurred a dreadful fire in :'. .. ,1 J' ,,
 
 , . '
 and critic. 
Carrubber'sClose, on which "'::- In large old English 
occasion four tenements ':':,1/ i,IK 
 '- . :.1. i t ' -, ) -:
,I )' .' leU"" the mme JOHN 
containing fifteen families , '
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 _ 
. I I -.: ]1111 i[" HOPE appears cut over 
were burned down, and .
 ,.' ,,,,. ," I J \". the doorway of an adja- 
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Barclay of Collairnie- ST. PAUL'S CHAPEL, CARRIIBBER'S CLOSE. mullions and transoms 
having a drawing-room divided the large windows, 
measuring 19ft. by 14ft.-being for sale; and also I a rather uncommon feature in Scottish domestic 
that belonging to Neil Campbell of Duntroon, at architecture; and from the general remains of 
the foot of the close. decayed magnificence, the name, initials, and arm
, 
At the head of Bailie Fyfe's Close, No. 107, this is supposed-but cannot be absolutely declared 
High Street, there stood a stately old stone tene- --,-to be the mansion of the founder of the noble 
ment, having carved above one of its upper f'lmily of Hopetoun, John de Hope, who came from 
windows a shield bearing two mullets in chief, with France in the retinue of 1\Iagdalene of Valois, tht: first 
a crescent in base-the arms of Trotter, with the queen of James V., and who, with his son Edward, 
initials I. T. L 1\1., and the date 1612. Elsewhere had two booths eastward of the old Kirk Style. 
there was another shield, having the arms of the. But the name of Hope was known in Scotland in 
Parleys of Yorkshire impaled with those of Hay, the days of Alexander III.; and James Ill, in 
and the legend Be. Pasimt. Ùl. the. Lord, and to 1488, gave to Thomas Hope a grant of some land 
this edifice a peculiar interest is attached. near Leith. 
After standing for close on 250 years, it sank No. 71 is Sandiland's Close, where tradition, but 
suddenly-and without any premonitory symptoms tradition only, avers there dwelt that learned ami 
or warning-to the ground with a terrible crash at munificent prelate, James Kennedy, Bishop of 
midnight on the 24th of November, 1861, burying Dunkeld, Lord High Chancellor, and the upright 



High Street.] 


BISHOP KEXXFDY. 


24 1 


counsellor of James II. and James Ill. The I ., A large and convenient house, entering by a 
building indicated as ha\ing been his residence is close mostl} paved with flagstones, on the north 
a large stone tenement of great antiYUltyon the side of the street near the Xether Bow, consisting 
east side, ha\ ing thereon a coat of .trlllS and a of eight roums, painted last} ear, or lJ.1pered, some 
mitre, which \\ ere removed a few} ears ago; and \\ ith Chinese paper; a n1.lrvle chimney-piece from 
our vest antiqu.uy asserts that" the whole appear- the ceiling in one, conc.t\'es and slahes (sic) two 
ance of the huilüing is perfectly consistent with other of the rooms; the dra\\ ing-room elegantly 
the supposition" that it had been Dishop Ken- fitted up, painted, gilded, and carved in the newest 
nedy's abode. "The lorm and decorations of the style, with light closets to all the bed-rooms and 
doorways all prove an early date; while the large other conveniences to the dining-room and parlour; 
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HOUSE I'll HIGH STREEI' WIrH MEMORIAL WI... DOW, "HEAVE AWA, LADS, I'M NO DEID VEl !" 


and elegant mouldings of the windows, and the wine cellar ancl large kitchen, a coal-fauld, fire-room 
massive appearance of the whole building, indicate for servants, and larder; a hCrI-house and crivbs, 
such magnificence as would well consort with the for feeding all sorts of fowls; a house for a sedan- 
dignity of the primacy at that early period'-' chair; a rack to contain (0 gross of bottles, all 
Bishop Kennedy, author of a history of his built and slated; a garden extcnding do\\ n the 
o\\n times, now lost, died in 1466, anrl was 1(1- greatest part of Leith "-ynd, planted with flower- 
terred at St. Andrews. ing shrubs, and sen'ilude for a separ.He entry to it, 
Baron Grant's and Bailie Grant's Closes were passing bv the gate of lord Eclgefielrl's house." 
among the last alleys on this side, adjoining the The garden reÎerred to must ha,-e been bounded 
NetJler Bow Port. An advertisement in the Rdi'l- by the ma<;sive portion of the eastern wall of th
 
bl1rgh Courant for 1761, in describing the house of I city, which fell down about twenty years ago; and 
1\1r. Grant (who was a Baron of the E\.cheguec the Lord Edgefield. whose neighbour the Baron 
Court) as offered for sale, gives us :1 pretty accurate had been, was 
Ir, Robert Pringle, who was raised 
idea of \\ hat a mansion in the Old Town \"as in to the Bench in 1 7 54, and, dying ten years after, 
those days :- W.I<; succee(lcd bv the well-known Lord PIIfou:". 
31 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 


THE H[GII STREET-(cOIltinued). 


"The Salamander Land "-The Old FishrnaTket Close-Heriot's 
lansion-The Dt'emster's HO\.4se-Borthwick's Close-Lord Durie's House- 
Old A!o.sembly Rooms-Edinburgh As,emblies. 172o-S3-MISS Niçk)" 1\lurray-Formalities of the Balls-Ladies' Fa
hions-Assemblies 
Rc:moved to Hell's Wynd-Blair Sueet and Hunter's Square-Kennedy's Close-George Buchanan's Death-Niddry's Wynd- Nicol 
Edwards' House-A Case of Homicide in 1597--A Quack Doctor -Livillgstone"s Liberty. 


IN describing the closes and wynds which diverge 
from the great central street of the old city on the 
south we must resume at the point where the great 
fire of 1824 ceased, a conflagration witnessed by 
Sir Walter Scott, who says of it :- 
"I can conceive no sight more grand or terrible 
than to see those lofty buildings on fire from top to 
bottom, vomiting out flames like a volcano from 
every aperture, and finally crashing down one after 
another into an abyss of fire, which resembled 
nothing but hell; for there were vaults of wine and 
spirits, which sent up huge jets of flames wherever 
they were called into activity by the fall of these 
massive fragments." 
"The S.:tlamander Land," an enormous black 
tenement, so named from its havirg survived or 
escaped the fires that raged eastward and westward 
of it, and named also from that curious propen- 
sity, which is so peculiarly Scottish, for inventive 
and appropriate sobriquets, was removed to 
make way for the Police Chambers and the 
COlirmlt office, in the btter of which James Hannay, 
the author of "Satire and S<ltirists" and several 
other works, and Joseph Robertson, the well- 
known Scottish antiquary, conducted the editorial 
duties of that paper, the first editor of which 
was Daniel Defoe. "'Ve have been told," says 
Wilson, writing of the old tenement in question, 
" that this land was said to have been the residence 
of Daniel Defoe while in Edinburgh; the tradition, 
however, is entirely unsupported by other testi- 
mony." 
Descending the street on the south, as we have 
done on the north, we shall peep into each of the 
picturesque alleys that remain, and recall those 
which are no more, with all the notables who once 
Jwelt therein, and summon back the years, the 
men, and the events that have passeå away. 
Through "the Salamander Land" a spacious 
archway led into the Old Fishmarket Close, 
where, previous to the great fire, an enormous pile 
of buildings reared their colossal front, with that 
mJ.jestic effect produced now by the back of the 
Royal Exchange and of J ames's Court, and where 
now the lofty tenements of the new police office 
stand. 
To this alley, wherein the cannon shot of Kirk- 
.tldy fell with such dire effect during the great siege 


of 1573, Moyse tells us the plague was brought, on 
the 7th of May, 1588, by a servant woman from St. 
Johnston. 
Within the Fishmarket Close was the mansion of 
George Heriot, the royal goldsmith, wherein more 
recently resided President Dundas, " father of Lord 
Melville, a thorough bon 7'Îvallt of the old claret- 
drinking school of lawyers." 
Here, too, dwelt, we learn from Chambers's 
" Traditions," the Deemster, a finisher of the law's 
last sentence, a grim official, who annually drew his 
fee from the adjacent Royal Bank; and one of the 
last of whom, when not officiating at the west end 
of the Tolbooth or the east end of the Grassmarket, 
eked out his subsistence by cobbling shoes. 
Borthwick's Close takes its name from the noble 
and baronial family of Borthwick of that ilk, whose 
castle, a few miles south from the city, is one of 
the largest and grandest examples of the square 
tower in Scotland. In the division of the city in 
October, 1514, the third quarter is to be-accord- 
ing to the Burgh records-" frae the Lopelie Stane 
with the Cowgaitt, till Lord Borthwick's Close," 
assigned to "Bailie Bansun," with his sergeant 
Thomas Arnott, and his quartermaster Thomas 
Fowler. 
The property on the middle of the east side of 
the close belonged to one of the Lords Napier of 
Merchiston, but to which there is no record to 
show; and it is not referrecl to in the minute will 
of the inventor oflogarithms, who died in 16 I 7. 
A new school belonging to Heriot's Hospital 
occupies the ground that intervenes between this 
alley and the old Assembly Close. 
On that site stood the town mansion of Lord 
Durie, President of the Court of Session in 1642, 
the hero of the ballad of "Christie's Will," and 
according thereto the alleged victim of the Earl of 
Traquair, as given in a \'ery patched ballad of the 
Border Minstrelsy, beginning :- 
" Traquair he has rill<1en up Chapelhope, 
And sae has he doon by the Greymare's Tail; 
But he never stinted his light gallop, 
Ti\[ he spiered for Christie's Wi\[. " 
And hence for a time the alley bore the name of 
Lord Durie's Close. 
On the site of his mansion, till its destruction by 
. the fire of 1824, stood the Old Assembly Rooms 
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ef Edinburgh, to which the directors of haul lOll with a general tending to the promotion of dulness, 
removed their fashionable ,é/Illions about the year, there being but one set at a time permitted to 
17 20 from the 'Vest Bow; and which in a " sa
ine" I occupy the floor; it was seldom that anyone was 
in the charter room of the burgh, dated 1723, is twice upon it in one night, and often the most 
described as being" that big hall, or great room, I beautiful girls in the city passed it, as mere spec- 
now known by the name of the Assembly House, tators, which threw serious duties on the gentlemen 
being part of that new great stone tenement of land, I in the way of conversation. 
lately built." I The latter usually sorted themselves with one 
There it was that the Honourable 1\liss Nicky partner for the whole year! The arrangements 
Murray reigned supreme as lady-directress and were generally made at some preliminary ball or 
goddess of fashion, for many years during the I other gathering, when a gentleman's cocked hat 
middle of the eighteenth century. She was a was unflapped and the ladies' fans were placed 
sister of the Earl of !\Iansfield, and was a woman therein, and, as in a species of ballot, the beaux 
possessed of much good sense, firmness, knowledge drew forth the latter, and to whomsoever the fan 
of the world, and of the characters of those by I belonged he was to be the partner for the season, 
whom she was surrounded. With her sisters :,he a system often productive of absurd combinations 
lived long in one of the tenements at the head of I and many a petty awkwardness. "Then," as Sir 
Bailie Fyfe's Close, where she annually received' Alexander Boswell wrote- 
whole broods of fair country cousins, who came to 
town to receive the finishing touches of a girl's edu- 
cation, and be introduced to society-the starched 
and stately society of old Edinburgh. 
The "\ssembly Room was in the close to which 
it gave its name. It had a spacious lobby, lighted 
by sconces, where the gilded sedans set down their 
powdered, hooped, and wigged occupants, while 
links flared, liveried valets jostled, and swords were 
sometimes drawn; and where a reduced gentle 
man-a claimant to the ancient peerage of Kirk- 
cudLright-sold gloves, for which he was rather 
ungenerously sneered at by Oliver Goldsmith. 
From this lobby the dancing-hall opened at 
once, and up-stairs was a tea-room. The former 
had in its centre a railed space, within which were 
the dancers; while the spectators, we are told, sat 
on the outside, and no communication was per- 
mitted between the different sides of this sacred 
{Jale. Here it was that in 1753 Goldsmith first 
saw, with some astonishment, the formalities of 
the old Scottish balls. H
 relates that on entering 
the dancing-room he. saw one end of it taken up 
by the ladies, who sat dismally in a group by 
themselves. "On the other end stand their 
pensive partners that are to be, but no more I 
intercourse between the sexes than hetween two Those who attended the assemblies belonged 
countries at war. The ladies, indeed, may ogle, I exclusively to the upper circle of society that then 
and the gentlemen sigh, but an embargo is laid on existed in Edinburgh; and Miss Murray, on 
any closer commerce." hearing a young laTiy's name mentioned to her for 
The lady directress occupied a hi;!,h chair, or approval, was wont to ask, " l\lÏss-of 7('hatl" and 
species of throne, upon a dais at one end, and if no territorial or family name followed, she might 
thereon sat l\liss Nicky !\Imray in state. Her dismiss the matter by a wave of her fan, for, 
immediate predecessors there had been Mrs. according to her views, it was necessary to he 
Browne of Colstoun, and Lady Mmto, daughter I "
 a lady 0' that ilk;" and it is well kno\\ n, that 
of Sir Robert Stu,1ft of Allanbank. "upon one occasion, seeing at an assembly a 
The whole arrangements were of a rigid character, I man who had been raised to wealth in some 


" The Assembly Close received the fair- 
Order and elegance presided there- 
Each gay Right Honourable had her place, 
To walk a minuet with becoming grace. 
No racing to the dance, with rival hurry- 
Such was thy sway, 0 famed Miss Nicky Murray! 
Each lady's fan a chosen Damon bore, 
"'ith care selected many a day before; 
For, unprovided with a favourite beau, 
The nymph, chagrined, the ball must needs forego, 
But previous matters to her taste arranged, 
Ccrtes, the constant couple never changed; 
Through a long night, to watch fair Delia's will, 
The same dull swain was at her elbow still." 


With sword at side, and often hat in hand, the 
gallants of those days escorted the chairs of their 
partners home to many a close and wynd now the 
abode of squalor and sordid poverty; fer much 
of stately and genuine old-fashioned gallantry pre- 
vailed, as if it were part of the costume, referred 
to by the poet :- 


" Shades of my fathers! in your pasteboard :,ki. ts, 
Your broid"red wai,tcoats and your plaited shirts, 
\'our formal bag-wigs, wide extended cuff., 
Y onr five-inch chitterlings and nine-inch ruffs. 
Gods! how ye strut at times in all your state, 
Amid the visions of my thoughtful pate! " 
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humble tr.lde, she went up to him, and without shopping, just as people perform these duties before 
the least deference to his fine hced coat, taxed that meal now. 
him with presumption in coming there, and turned I Then gentlemen wore the Ramillies wig or tied 
him out of the room." hair, small three-cornered hats laced with gold or 
The hours kept IVere early in those days, and the I silver, large skirted, collarless coats with square 


RUINS Ir> 1111<: 01 I> AS
FMBLV (I O'F, AFTFI< 'IIIF. (;I<.AT FIRF, NOV., 1824, 
(Reduud J."tu:-simile 0/ a Prme 0/ the Pe,iod.) 


moderate time was never protracted, \Vhen the 
hour of departure came even the most winning young 
couples would crowd about her throne, petitioning 
for "one d.lnce more," but the ineJ\orable l\lissNicky 
varated her scat, and by a wave of her fan silenced 
the musici.lllS and summoned the candle-snuffers. 
The e\"ening was then the ftshionahle time for 
recei\ ing company in Edinhurgh, \\ hen people were 
ail a1,ro.lllnpon the:: 
tn:cts, ;Jfter dinner cilling and 


cuffs. and square-toed shoes; and the dre<;ses of 
the ladies, if quaint. gave them dignity and grace. 
"How fine it must have been to see, as an old gentle- 
man tol(1 me he had seen," says Dr. Chambers, 
" two hooped ladies moving along the Lawnmarket 
in a summer evening, and filling up the whole foot- 
\\ay \\ ith their stately and voluminous persons!" 
Ladies in Edinhurgh then \\ore the calash, 
a kind of houd formed of ..ane covered with silk, 
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to protect the powdered head of loftily-dressed September, 1582, and from whence he was borne 
hair, when walking or driving. and it could be to his last home in the Greyfriars' churchyard. 
folded back flat like the hood of a carriage; they The last weeks of his life were spent, it is alleged, 
also wore the capuchin or short c10.1k tippet, in the final correction of the proofs of his history, 
reaching to the elbows, usually of silk trimmed equally remarkable for its pure Latinity and for its 
with velvet or lace. In walking, they carried the' partisan spirit. He survived its appearance only a 
skirt of the long gown over one arm, a necessary month. 
precaution in the wynds and closes of 1750, a'i When on his death. bed, finding that all the 
well as to display the rich petticoat below; but on I money he had about him was insufficient to defray 
entering a room, the full train swept majestically the expense of his funeral, he ordered his servant 
behind them; and their stays were so long, as to to divide it among the poor, adding" that if the 
touch the chair before and behind when seated. city did not choose to bury him they might let him 
The vast hoops proved a serious inconvenience lie where he \\as." 
in the turnpike stairs of the Old Town, when, as The site of his grave is now unknown, though a 
ladies had to tilt them up, it \\a5 absolutely neces- I "throchstone" would seem to have marked it so 
sary to have a fine show petticoat beneath; and I.1tely as 1710. A skull, believed to be that of 
we are told that such" care was taken of appear- Buchanan, is preserved in the Museum of the 
ances, that even the gart
rs were worn fine, being l'ni\ersity, and is so remarkably thin as to be 
either embroidered, or having gold or silver fringes transparent; but the evidence in fa".our of the 
and t.\ssels. Plaids were worn by ladies to tradition, though not conclusive, does not render 
cover their heads and muffle their faces when they its truth improbable. From the Council Records 
went into the street;" and we ha\ e already shown in 1701, it would seem that Buchanan's glave- 
how vain were the fulminations of magistrates stone had sunk into the earth, and had gradually 
against the latter f?shion. been covered up. 
In 1733 the silk stockings worn by ladies and I In the Edi1lburgh lIIagazÙze for 1788 we are told 
gentlemen were so thick, and so hea\.ilyadorned that the areas of some of the demolished doses 
with gold and silver, that they could rarely be westward of the Tron Church and facing Blair 
washed perhaps more than once. The Scottish Street, were exposed for sale in April, and that 
ladies used enormous Dutch fans; and all women I "the first lot immediately west of the new opening 
high and low wore prodigious busks. sold for :62,000, and that to the southward for 
Below the Old Assembly Close is one named ;{; 1,500, being the upset price of both." 
from the Covenant, that great national document 
iddry's Street, \\hich opens eastward of the 
and solemn protest against interference with the South Bridge, occupies the site of Niddry's Wynd, 
religion of a free people having been placed for, an ancient thoroughfare, which bore an important 
signature at a period after 1638 in an old mansion part in the history of the city_ "It is \\ell known," 
long afterwards used as a tavern at the foot of says ",!son, "that King James VI. was very con- 
the alley. descending in his fa\ours to his loyal citizens of 
Lower down we come to Bell's 'Vynd, 146, High Edinburgh, making no scruple, when the larder 
Street, which contained another Assembly Room, of Holyrood grew lean, and the privy purse \\as 
for the Edinburgh fashionables, removed thither, in exhausted, to give up housekeeping for a time, 
I 7 5
, to a more commodious hall, and there the and honour one or other of the substantial burghers 
weekly reunions and other balls were held in the of his capital with a visit of himself and house- 
season, until the erection of the new hall in George hold; or when the straitened mansions within the 
Slreet. closes of old Edinburgh proved insufficient singly 
Blair Street, and Hunter's Square, which was built to accommodate the hungry train of courtiers. he 
in 1788, occasioned the removal of more than would very considerately distribute his favours 
one old alley that led down southward to the through the whole length of the close!" 
Cowgate, among them were Marlin's and Peebles'l Thus from !\loyse's (or 
loyses') :\lemoirs, page 
Wynds, to which we shall refer when treating of 182, we learn that when James was troubled by the 
the North and South Bridges. The first tenement Farl of Bothwell in Janu.uy, 151)1, and ordered 
of the former at the right corner, descending, marks Sir James Sandibnds to apprehend him, he, with 
the site of Kennedy's Close. In the first floor of the Queen and Chancellor (and theirsuitcof course), 
the first turnpike house on the left hand, George "withdrew themselves \\ ithin the town of Edin- 
Buchanan, the historian and poet, died in his burgh, and lodged themselves in Nicol Edward's 
7 6th year, nl1 thc morninf! ()f Friday the 28th of house, in '\ïddr}'s W)lld, and the Chancellor in 
J 
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Alexander Clark's house, at the same wynd head." 
In after years the lintel of this house was built in to 
Ross's Tower, at the Dean. It bore this legend :- 
.. THE LORD IS MY PROTEC rOR, 
AL
XANIJRUS CLARK." 
Nicol Edward was Provost of Edinburgh in 1591, 
and his house was a large and substantial building 
of quadrangular form and elegant proportions. 
The Chancellor at this time was Sir John Mait- 
land of Lethington, Lord Thirlestane. 
Moyse next tells us that on the 7th of February, 
George Earl of Huntly (the same fiery peer who 
fought the battle of Glenlivat), "with his friends, 
to the number of five or six score horse, passed 
from his Majesty's said house in Edinburgh, as in- 
tending to pass to a horse-race in Leith; but after 
they came, they passed forward to the Queens- 
ferry, where they caused to stop the passing of all 
boats over the water," and crossing to Fife, attacked 
the Castle of Donnibristle, and slew "the bonnie 
Earl of Murray." 
From this passage it would seem that if Huntly's 
six score horse were not lodged in Nicol Edward's 
house, they were probably billeted over all the 
adjace.lt wynd, which six years after was the scene 
of a homicide, that affords a remarkable illustration 
of the exclusive rule of master over man which 
then prevailed. 
On the first day of the sitting of Parliament, the 
7th December, 1597, Archibald Jardine, master- 
stabler and servitor to the Earl of Angus. was slain, 
through some negligence, by Andrew Stalker, a 
goldsmith at Niddry's Wynd he:ld, for which he was 
put in prison. 
Then the cry of "Armour!" went through the 
streets, and all the young men of Edinburgh rose in 
arms, under James \Villiamson, their captain, "and 
desirit grace," as Birrel records, "for the young 
man who had done ane reckless deed. The 
King's majesty desirit them to go to my Lord 
of Angus, the man's master, and satisfy and 


pacify his wrath, and he should be contentit to 
save his life." 
James Williamson thereupon went to the Earl of 
Angus, and offered, in the name of the young men 
of the city, .. their manreid," or bond of man-rent, 
to be ready to serve him in war and feud, upon 
which he pardoned the said Andrew Stalker, who 
was immediately released from prison. 
In December, 1665, Nicoll mentions that a 
doctor of physic named Joanna Baptista, acting 
under a warrant from his Majesty Charles II., 
erected a stage between the head of Niddry's Wynd 
and Black friars' \Vynd, whereon "he vended his 
drugs, powder, and medicaments, for the whilk he 
received a great abundance of money." 
In May, 1692, we read that William Livingstone, 
brother of the Viscount Kilsyth, a cavalier, and 
husband of the widow of Viscount Dundee, had 
been a prisoner in the Tulbooth from June, 1689, 
to November, 1690-seventeen months; there- 
after, that he had lived in a chamber in the city 
under a guard for a year, and that he was permitted 
to go forth for a walk daily, but still under the eye 
of a guard. In consequence of his being thus 
treated, and his rents being sequestrated by the 
Revolutionary Government, his fortune was entirely 
ruined. On his petition, the Privy Council now 
permitted him" to go abroad under a sentinel each 
day from morning to evening furth of the hOllse of 
Andrew Smith, periwig-maker, at the head of 
Niddry's Wynd," he finding caution under .;[[,500 
sterling to remain a prisoner. 
U nrler an escort of dragoons he was permitted 
to leave the periwig-maker's, and visit Kilsyth, after 
which he was confined in two royal castles and the 
Tolbooth till 1693, so that, as a writer remarks, 
"in the course of the first five years of Britis:. 
liberty, Mr. Livingstone must have acquired a 
tolerably extensive acquaintance with the various 
forms and modes of imprisonment, so far as these 
existed in the northern section of the island." 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


THE lUG II STREET -(colJtinued). 


Niddry's Wynd-Provost Edward's House-Lockh.,rt"s Conrt-St Mary's Chapel-Masonic I.odge Meetings-Vlscounte" Glenorchy-The 
Story of Lady Grange-St. Cecilia's Hall-[ts Old fashioned Concerts-The Relies of the EiRhteenth Century-The Name Ni<l<lry. 


arms, with an anagram upon his naltle 


OF the house of Provost Nicol Edward (or Ud- carved his 
ward, to which we have referred) a very elaborate tlllls:- 
description is given in the work entitled" Minor 
Antiyuities." On a mantelpiece within it were I .. Go with 


.. VA V'UN VOL À CHRI
JT"- 


one flight to Christ," which only can be 
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made out by Latinising his name into Nicholalls I Cour
 of Session, acquired 
 right to t
e chapel, 
EdwaTtlts. It occupied the western side of Lock- and m 1618 the Corporations of Wnghts and 
hart's Court, and was accessible only by a deep ' I Masons, known by the name of the United Incor- 
archway. porations of Mary's Chapel, purchased this subject, 
In an Act passed in 1581, "Anent the Cuinzie," .. where they still possess, and where they hold 
Alexander Clark of Balbirnie, Provost of Edin- meetings," says Arnot, writing in 1779. 
burgh, and Nicol Edward, whose houses were both In the Cal
dtJlliall lIft:rcIlT)' for 1736 we reaa 
in this wynd, are mentioned with others. The that on St. Andrew's Day the masters and wardens 
latter appears in 1585 in the Parliament as Com- of forty masonic lodges met in St. Mary's Chapel, 
missary for Edinburgh, together with Michael Gil- and unanimously elected as their grand-master 
bert; ami in 1587 he appears again in an Act of William Sinclair of Roslin, the repre5.entative of 
Parliament in favour of the Flemish craftsmen, an ancient though reduced family, connected for 
whom James VI. was desirous of encouraging; but, several generations with Scottish freemasonry. 
lest they should produce inferior work at Scottish For this ancient chapel a modern edifice was 
prices, his Majesty, with the advice of Council, substituted, long before the demolition of Niddry's 
.. hes appointit, constitute, and ordainit, ane honest Wynd; but the masonic lodge of Mary's Chapel 
and discreit man, Nicolas Uduart, burgess of Edin- still exists, and we believe holds its meetings 
burgh, to be visitor and overseer of the said crafts- there. 
men's hail warks, steiks, and pieces . . . the said Religious services were last conducted in the 
Nicolas sal have sic dueties as is contenit within new edifice when Viscountess Glenorchy hired it. 
the buke, as is commonly usit to be payit ther- She was zealous in the cause of religion, and con- 
fore in Flanderis, Holland, or Ingland;" in virtue ceived a plan of having a place of worship in 
of all of which Nicholas was freed from all watch- which ministers of every orthodox denomination 
ing, warding, and all charges and impositions. might preach; and for this purpose she had St. 
In that court dwelt, in 17 53-1761, George Lock- Mary's Chapel opened on Wednesday, the 7 th 
hart of Carnwath. One of the thirteen rooms in his March, 1770, by the Rev. Mr. Middleton, the 
house contained a mantelpiece of singular magni- minister of a small Episcopal chapel at Dalkeith; 
ficence, that reached the lofty ceiling; but the but she failed to secure the ministrations of any 
house had a peculiar accessory, in the shape of .. a clergyman of the Established Church, though in 
profúùnd dungeon, which was only accessible by a 1779 the Rev. William Logan, of South Leith, a 
secret trap-door, opening through the floor of a poet of some eminence in his time, gave his course 
small closet, the most Temote bf a suite of rooms of lectures on the philosophy of history in the 
extending along the south and west sides of the chapel, prior to offering himself as a candidate for 
court. Perhaps at a time when to be rich was the chair of civil history in the University. 
neither so common nor so safe as now, Provost On the east side of Niddry's \Vynd, nearly oppo- 
Edward might conceal his hoards in this massy site to Lockhart's Court, was a handsome house, 
more." which early in the eighteenth century was inha- 
The north side of Lockhart's Court was long bited by the Hon. James Erskine, a senator, better 
occupied by the family of Bruce of Kinnaird, the known by his legal and territorial appellation of 
celebrated traveller. Lord Grange, brother of John Earl of Mar, who 
In Niddry's Wynd, a little below Provost Ed- led the great rising in 17 I 5 on behalf of the 
ward's house on the opposite side, stood St. Stuarts. He was born in 1679, and was called to 
Mary's Chapel, dedicated to God and the Blessed the Scottish bar in 1705. He took no share in 
Virgin Mary, according to Arnot, in 1505. Its the Jacobite enterprise which led to the forfei- 
foundress was Elizabeth, daughter of James, Lord ture of his brother, and the loss, ultimately of 
Livingstone, Great Chamberlain of Scotland, and the last remains of the once great inheritance in 
Countess of Ross-then widow of John Earl of the north from which the ancient family took its 
Ross and Lord of the Isles, who, undeterred by name. 
the miserable fate of his father, drew on him, bv He affected to be a zealous Presbyterian and 
his treasonable practices, the just vengeance of adherent of the House of Hanover, and as such he 
J .unes II I., and died in 149 8 . figurt:s prominently in the "Diary" of the indus- 
Colville of Easter Wemys', and afterwards trious \Vodrow, supplying that writer with many 
Richardson of Smeaton, became proprietors and shreds of the Court gossip, which he loved so 
patrons of this religious foundation; and about dearly; but Lord Grange is chiefly remembererl fOl 
the year 1600, James Chalmers, a macer before the the romantic story of his wife, which has long tilled 
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an interesting page in popular literature, and been 
the theme of more than one work of fiction. 
She was Rachel Chiesley, the daughter of that 
Chiesley of Dairy who, in a gust of passionate re- 
sentment, shot down the Lord President Lockhart, 
and she inherited from him a temper prone to anger. 
She and her husband had been married upwards of 


dislike, and would live with her no longer; while 
he, on the other hand, asserted that he h:td long 
been torturèd by her" unsubduable rage and mad- 
ness," and had f.1iled in every effort to soothe or 
bring her to reason. She was a woman of more 
than common beauty. Another account has it 
that in her girlhood Grange had seduced her, and 
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GEORGE BUCHANAN. 
(From n. P,illt th
t bdunge.J to t/
t' In./e Davitt Laing.) 


twenty years, and had seve;-al children, when a she compelled him to marry her by threatening 
separation \V.1S determined upon bet\\ een them. to pistol him, and reminding him that she was 
.. Some portion of her f.,ther's violent temper Chiesley's daughter. 
appears to have descended to the d.mghter," says In effecting the separation, he allowe(l her 
the editor of Lord Grange's Letters, .. and aggra- .6100 a year so long as she li\'ed pe.1Cefully 
vated by drunkenness, rendered her marriage for apart from him; but his frequent journeys to 
many years miserable, and led at l<I;;t, in the London, and rumours of certain amours there, 
year [730, to her formal separation from her inflamed her jealousy, and after being for some 
husband." time in the country. she returned and took a 
According to Lady Grange's account there had lodging near her hushand's house in Niddry's 
been love and peace for twenty years he tween her I Wynd, as she herself touchingly relates, "that 1 
and Lord Grange, when 11(' conceived a sud(len might have the pleasure to see the house he waS 
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in, and to see him and my children when going 
out; and J made his relations and my own speak 
to him, and W.lS alw.IYs in hopes that God would 
show him his sin of putting away his wife contr.lry 
to the laws of (;od and man; and this was no 
secret, for the Pre
ident of the Se5sion, and some 
of the Lords, the Solicitor-General, and some of 
the alh'ocates and ministers of Edinburgh, know 
all this to be truth. When I lost all hopes, then I 
resolved to go to London." 
Lord Grange's account is somewhat different. 
She tormented him and the children by reproachful 
cries from her windows; and he states, that " in his 
house, at the bottom of Niddry's Wynd, where 
there is a court, through which one enters the 
house, one time among others, when it was full of 
chairs, chairmen, and footmen, who attended the 
company that were with himself, or his sister Lady 
Jane Paterson (wife of Sir Hugh Paterson of Ban- 
nockburn), then keeping house together, she came 
into this court, and among that mob shamelessly 
cried up to the windows injurious reproaches, and 
would not go away, though intreated, till hearing 
the late Lord 1.0\ at"s voice" she would seem 
then to luve retired. He also asserts that one 
day she ass.tiled him in church; on another, she 
compelled him to take refuge in a tavern, and 
threatened even to assault him on the Bench. 
Tradition asserts that Lord Grange was dissi- 
pated, restless, intriguing, and was concerned in 
some Jacobite plot:. subsequently to the battle of 
Sheriffmuir; tlut in revenge his wife threatened to 
inform the Government; and there is proof, from 
one of his own letters, that 
he had actually taken 
her seat in one of the occasion
l stages which then 
ran between Edinburgh and London, and he bribed 
her to give her seat to another tr.lveller, after which 
he would seem to have resolved upon "sequestrating 
her," as he phrased it; and in a long letter written 
by herself, and (bted January 26th, I7 4- J, she gives 
an ample det.til of how this was effected. 
The plot was concerted hetween I.ord Grange 
and some west Hightmd chief,>, among whom was 
the unscrupulous okl Lon! Lovat. A p.uty of 
Highlanders, wearing the li\'ery of the latter, made 
their way into her loògings in Niddry's Wynd on 
the evening of the 22nd January, 1730, seiæd her 
with violence, knod.ing out some of her teeth, and, 
tying a cloth over her head, bore her forth, as if she 
had been a corpse. 
"I heard voices about me," she relates; "but 
being blindfolded I could not discover who they 
were. They had a [sedan 1 chair at the stair-foot, 
which they put me in; and there was a man in the 
c1uir who took me on his knee, and I made all the 
32 


struggle I could; but he held me fast in his arms, 
and hindered me to !Jut my hands to my mouth, 
which I attempted to do, being tied down. The 
chair c.!rried me off very fast, and took me without 
the ports; and when they h.ld opened the chair 
and taken the cloth off my head to let me get air, 
I percei\'ed, it being clear moonlight, that I was a 
little way from the Multer's Hill, '* and the man on 
whose knee I sat w.!s Alexander Foster, of Carse- 
bonny, who had there six or sen'n hnrses and men 
with him, who said all these were his servants, 
though I knew some of them to be my Lord 
Lovat's servants, who rode along. One of them 
was Called Alexander Frazer, an(l the other James 
Fr.lzer, and his groom, whose name I know not." 
From that night Niddry's Wynd knew her no 
more. She had two sons grown to manhood at 
the time she was so my
teriously spirited away; 
her daughter was married to J olm Earl of Kintore, 
yet none of her relations ever m.lde the slightest 
stir in the matter, though the Aberdeenshire se;;.t 
of the Earl was once suggested as a place of re
i- 
dence for her. 
Leaving the vicinity of Edinhurgh by the Lang 
Gate, a ride of twenty miles brought her, with hel 
captors, to l\Iuira\'onside, where she was secured, 
under guard. in the house of J olm l\lacle01, advo- 
cate; but a man being posted near her bed, she 
could neither enter it nor take repose. Next night 
she wa,> secured f.uther off, in an old solitary tower. 
at '''ester Pohnaise, where for fourteen weeks she 
was kept in a room, the windows of which were 
boarded over, access to the garden even being 
dfnied her. 
On the 12th of August a Highlander named 
Alexander Gr:mt suddenly appeared, and an- 
nounced that she must prep:..re for the road again; 
and by her captors, who gave out that she was 
insane, she was conveyed by rough and secluded 
ways, where she could neither ride nor walk, hut 
Iud to he borne in their arms, sleeping at night in 
a hothy, till she found herself on the shore of Loch 
Hourn, an ann of the sea, in the land of Glengarry. 
Then "bitterly di,l she weep and implore com- 
passion, but the Highlanders understood not her 
language, and though they had done so, a departure 
from the orders which had been given them was 
not to be expected from men of their character," 
and she was hurried on board of a ship. 
There she learned that she was now in the cus- 
tody of Alexanòer Macdonald, tacksman of Hciskar, 
a small islaml three leagnes westward of I'\orth 
Uist, belonging to Sir Alexander Macdonald of 
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Sleat, and so named probably from the vast resort that he bad no authority to appear for Lord 
and slaughter of seals formerly made on its bleak Grange," Lut repelled the charges against his chief 
and desolate rocks. Few or none, we are told, who and clansmen, claiming that no warrant should be 
have not seen the black deep bosom of Loch Hourn, granted upon the evidence of such scandalous allli 
its terrific rampart of mountain turrets, and the disreputable persons as 
[aclennan and his wife;" 
long, narrow gulf in which it sleeps in the cradle of and Rankeillor was orderell to produce letters of 
its abyss, can conceive its profound and breathless evidence that those shown were actually \Hitten 
stillness when undisturbed by the wild gusts of the by Lady Grange, and being found to be in the 
coires, or gales, that sweep through its narrow writing of ì\Iac1ennan, they were dismissed as insuf- 
gorge. It was in such an interval of peace that ficient, and warrants were refused. 
Lady Grange embarked, and for nine days hEr Undeterred by this, Hope, on the 12th of Feb- 
vessel lay becalmed. Two miserable years she mary, fitted out a sloop, commanded by William 
abode in Heiskar. Gregory, with twenty-five well-armed men, and sent 
In June, 1734, a sloop, commanded by a Mac- him, with Mr. !\Iaclennan on board, ,. to search 
leod, came to Heiskar to convey the victim of all for and rescue Lady Grange wherever she could be 
these strange precautions to the most remote por- found; >, but Macleod, on hearing of the departure 
tion of the British Isles, St. Kilda, "far amid the of the sloop-which got no farther than Horse Shoe 
mel.mcholy main," where she was placed in a Harbour, in Lorn (where the master quarrelled with 
cottage composed of two small apartments, with a his guide, Mrs. Maclennan, and put her ashore) 
girl to wait upon her, and where, except for a short -had Lady Grange removed, and secluded in 
time in the case of Roderick ;'\[aclennan, a H igh- Assynt, at a farm-house, closely watched. There she 
land clergyman, there was not a human being who became enfeebled in mind and body, the result of 
understood the language she spoke. violent passions, intoxication, and latterly sea-sick- 
No newspapers, letters, or intelligence, came ness, which produced settled imbecility; and the 
hither from the worl,l in which she had once dwelt, unhappy lady thus treated was the wife of a man 
save once yearly, when a steward came to collect, who," not to speak of his office of a judge in 
in kind, birds' feathers and so forth, the rent of the Scotland, moved in English society of the higllest 
poor islanders. In St. Kilda she spent seven years, character. He must have been the friend of 
and how she spent them will never be known, yet Lyttelton. Pope, Thomson, and other ornaments 
they were not pass
d without several mad and futile of Frederick's Court; and, as the brother-in-law of 
eftòrts to escape. the Countess of Mar, who was sister of Lady Mary 
Meanwhile all Edinburgh knew that she had Wortley l\1ontagu, he would figure in the brilliant 
been forcibly abducted from Niddry's ',"ynd by circle which surrounded that star of the age of the 
order of her husband, but the secret of her where- second George. Yet he does not appear to have ever 
abouts was sedulously kept from all; but now the felt a moment's compunction at lea\"ing the mother 
latter had resigned his seat on the bench, and of his children to fret herself to death in a half- 
entered political life, as a friend of the Prince of savage wilderness." 
\Vales and opponent of Sir Robert Walpole. In a letter of his, dated Westminster, in June, 
At length, in the gloomy winter of 1740-1, a [749, in answer to an intimation of her death, he 
communication from Lady Grange for th
 first time wrote thus .allously :-" I most heartily thank you. 
reached those in Edinburgh, who had begun to my dear friend, for the timely notice you ga,.e me 
wonder and denounce the singular means her of the death of that person. It would be a ridi- 
husband had t.tken to ensure domestic quiet. It culous untruth to pretend grief for it; but as it 
was hrought by the minister ;'\[aclennan and his wife brings to my mind a train of various things for 
Katherine l\lacInnon, both of whom had quitted many years back, it gives me concern. I 
St. Kilda in consequence of a quarrel with the long for the particulars of her (leath, which you are 
steward of Macleod of that ilk. Maclennan was pleased to tell me I am to have by the next post." 
provided with letters for Lady Grange's law-agent, After her removal to Skye her mind sank to 
Mr. Hope, of Rankeillor, who made all the neces- idiocy. She exhibited a restless desire to ramble, 
sary precognitions, including those of people at and no motive now remaining for restraint, she 
Polmaise and elsewhere; after which he made \\as allowed entire freedom, and the poor wan- 
a:)plication to the Lord Justice-Clerk for \\arrants derer strolled from place to place, supported 
em powering a search to be made, and the Laird of I by the hospitality and tenderness which, in the 
Macleod and others to be arrested; and \\ hen !\Ir. Highlands, ha,'e ever gi,"en a sacred claim to the 
John Macleod, advocate, was cited, he declared idiot poor. In this state she lingered for seven 
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years, and in June, 1749, died in a cottar's humble Cecilia's Hall," and still fewer may remember them 
dwelling at Idragal, seventeen years after her ab- now. 
duction on that e,oening of January from her house! On the death of Lord Drumll1ore, in 1755, the 
in 
iddry's Wynd. I society performed a grand concert in honour of his 
On the east side of Niddry's Wynd, at the foot memory, \, hen the numerous company \\ere all 
thereof, and resting on the Cowgate, was St. I dressed in the deepest mourning. 
Cecilia's Hall, an O\al edifice, ha\ing a concave I In 1763 the concerts began at six in the evening; 
ceiling, and built in 1762 by Robert Mylne, the in 1783 an hour later. 
architect of B1ackfriars Bridge (lineal descendant I To the concertos of Corelli and Handel in the 
of the royal ma
ter-masons) "aíter the model new hall, were added the overtures of Stamltz, 
of the orera at Parma," says Kincaid. The or- I Bach, Abel, and latterly those of Haydn, Pleyel, 
chestra was placed over the north end, and therein I and the magnificent symphonies of 1\Iozart and 
was placed a fine org';ill. It was seated for 500 Beethoven. The vocal department of these old 
persons. concerts consisted of the songs of H.mdel, Arne, 
The Musical Society of Edinburgh, whose weekly Gluck, and Guglielmi, ,\ith a great Infusion of 
concerts formed one of the most delightful enter- Scottish songs, for as yet the fashionables of Edin- 
tainments in the old city, dated back to the other-.I burgh \\ere too national to ignore their own stirring 
wise gloomy era of 1728, Yet from "Fountain- , music, and among the amateurs who took the lead 
hall's Decisions" we learn that so far back as 1694 as choristers were the wealthy Gilbert Innes of 
an enterprising citizen n.imcd Beck "erected a Stow, :\lr. Alexander \\ïght, advocate, l\Ir. John 
concert of music" somewhere in the city, which I Russell, \V.S., and the Earl of Kellie, who on one 
involved him in a lawsuit with the l\bster of the occasion acted as leader of the band when per- 
Revels. Even before q28 several gentlemen, who I forming one of si" overtures of his own composi- 
were performers on the harpsichord and violin, had tion; and though last, not least, :\lr. George 
taken courage, and formed a weekly club at the I Thomson, the well-known editor of the" :\felodies 
Cross Kqs tavern, "kept," !>ays Arnot, "by one I of Scotland." 
Steil, a great lover of musick, and a good singer A slipper to the directors and their friends 
of Scots songs." Steil is mentioned in the I at in at Fortune's tavern always followed an oratorio, 
lyrics of I )r. Pitcairn, who refers to a subject of where the names of the chief beauties \\ ho had 
which he W.iS fully master-the old Edinburgh graced the hall were toasted in bumpers from 
taverns of Queen Anne's time. At Pate Steil's the glasses of vast length, for e'luberant loyalty to beauty 
common entertainment consisted in playing the was a leading feature in the comoivial meetings of 
concertos and sonatac; of Corelli, then just published, , thuse days. 
and the overtures of Handel. A gO\-ernor, deputy-I "Let me call to mind a few of those "hose 
governor, treasurer, and five directors, were annually I lovely faces at the concerts gave us the sweetest 
chosen to direct the aff..Úrs of this society, which zest for music," wrote George Thomson, who died 
consisted of seventy members. They met in St. in 185 I, in his ninety-fourth year :-" Miss Cleg- 
l\bry's Chapel from 1728 till 1762, when this hall horn of Edinburgh, still li\ing in single blessedness; 
\\as_ built for them. . . I :\

ss Chaln
ers of P
ttencrief, who m
rried S.ir 
For some years the celebrated TenduccI, who IS \\ I1ham l\IllIer of Glenlee, Bart.; l\hss JessIe 
mentioned in O'Keefe's" Recollections" in 1766 as I Chalmers of Edinburgh, who married l\Ir. Pringle 
a famous singer of Scottish songs, was at the head of of Haining; l\Iiss Hay of Hayston, who married 
the band; and one great concert was gi,'en yearly I Sir \\ïlliam Forbes of Pitsligo, Bart.; Miss 
in honour of St. Cecilia, when Scottish songs were :\furray of I,introse, who was called the Flower of 
among those chiefly sung. When the Prince of Strathmore, and upon whom Burns wrote the song, 
Hesse came over, in 1745, with his 6,000 merce- 
naries, to fight against the Jacobites, he was speci- 
ally entertained here hy the then governor of the 
Musical Society, Lord Drummore, Hugh Dalrymple. 
The prince was not only a dilettante, hut a good 
performer on an enormous violoncello. " Few 
persons now Ii, ing," says Dr. Chambers in 1847, 
"recollect the eleg.:mt concerts that were given 
many} ears ago in what is now an ohscure part of 
Ullr ancient city, known hv the name of 
t. 


. Blythe, blythe, and merry was 
he. 
Blythe wa" she but and ben; 
Blylhe hy the bank" of Earn, 
And blythe in Glcnturit glf'n..' 


She married David Smith, Esq., of l\Ieth\Oen, 
one of the Lorùs of Session, 1\liss Jardine of 
Edinburgh, who married Home Drummonù of 
Blairdrummond, their daughter, if I mistake not. 
is now Duchess of .\thole; Miss Kinloch '.Jf Gil- 
merton, who married Sir Foster Cunliffe of Acton 
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I3art.; 
liss Lucy Johnston of East Lothi.lIl, who 
married 1\1r. Oswald of Auchincruive; Miss 
Halket of Pitfirran, who uecame the wife of the 
celebrated Count Lally-Tollenùal; and Jane, 
Duchess of Gordon, celeurated for her wit and 
spirit as "ell as her beauty. These, with Miss 


wrnd into a s
reet, there was swept away Dalgleish's 
Close, which is referred to 111 the .. Diurnal of 
Occurrents" in 1572, and which occupied the site 
of the present east side of Niddry Street. 
From whum this old thoroughfare took its 
name we know not; but it is an old one 111 
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ST. CECILIA'S HALL. 


Burnet and :\lÏss Home, and manv others whose I Lothian, anll, with various adjuncts, designates 
names I do not distinctly recollect, were in- I several places near the city. In the charters of 
disputably worthy of all the honours conferred Da\.id 11. Henry I\'iddry is mentioned in con- 
upon them." necticl1 with l'idtlry-l\Iarshal, and Walter, son 
These amI other Edinburgh belles of the past of Augustine, burgess of Ed} nbourgh, has the 
all shed the light of their beauty on the old hall in bnd
 of Niddry in that county, quam J{1h'Tnlll's 
l'iddry's Wynd, now devoted to scholastic uses. tie Bem/acht)'l/e tie Ie C{1lT{1krs 1t:jl:
lIm'it, 19th 
We first hear of a " Teacher of El

/ish" in 1750, S:þt. all. rcg. 33; anti under Robert I I I. John 
when a 1\Ir. Philp opened an educational establish- I Niddry held lanùs in Cramond an,1 also Pcntland 
ment in the wynd in that year. In widening the l\Iuii. 
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CH.\PTER XXX. 


THE HiGH STREET (COlltÙIll
J). 


Dil.k
on.s and Cant's Closes- Tbe House of the II Scotth.h Hogarth.. and the Knight or TiII)-bolc-Rosehaugh.s, or Suichen"s Close-House 01 
the ALbo
 of ,Melrose-Sir George ,l\1ackcnzie of Rosehaugh - Lady Anne Dick-Lord Slrichen-Thc:: 
Iann
rs of 1730- Provost Grieve- 
John Dhu, Corporal of the City Guard-LaJy Lovat's Laud-Walter Chapman, Printer-Lady Lovat. 


])ICKSO,"'S CLOSIo., numbered as 118, below the to the grounds of a country mansion. It was a 
modern Niddry Street, gave access to a handsome picturesque building in the style of the sixteenth 
and substantial edifice, supposed to be the work of century in ScotIan!!. As it resembled a neat old- 
that excellent artificer Robert l\I} Ine, who built the f.'lshioned country house, it was odd to find it 
1ll0Jern portion of Holyrood and sa many houses jammed up amid the tall edifices of this confined 
of an imprpved clur.lcter in the city about the time alley. Ascending the stair, the interior consisted 
of the Revolution. Its earlier occupants are un- of three or four apartments, with elahorately-carved 
\..no\\n, but herein d\\elt Da\"Íd Allan, known as stucco ceilings. The principal room had a double 
the .. S.:ottish Hogarth," a historical painter of \\indo\\" on the west to Dickson's Close. 
undoubted genius, who, on the deaIh of Alexander In 1735 this mansion was the abode of Robert 
Runciman, in 1786, was appuinted director and Geddes, I ainl of Scots to un in Peebles shire, who sold 
master of the academy established Ly the board of it to George \\ïght, a burgess of Edinburgh, after 
trustees for manufacturers in Scotland. I which it became deteriorated, and its stuccoed 
While resident in Dickson's Close he published, I apartments, from the attics to the ground floor, 
in 1788, an edition uf the" Gentle Shepherd," with became each the dwelling of a separate family, and 
characteristic etchings, and, some time after, a collec- a scene of squalor amI wretchedness. 
tion of the most humorous old Scottish mngs with I A considerable portion of the edifices in Cant's 
similar drawings; these, with his illustrations of I Close were 
nce ecclesiastic
l, and belonged to 
"The Cottar's Saturday I\ ight" and the satire, the prebendanes of the collegiate church, founded 
humour, and spirit of his other etd.ings in aqua- at Crichton in 14-1-9, by Sir William Crichton of 
tinta, won him a high reputation as a successful I that ilk, lord High Chancellor of Scotland. 
delineator of. character and nature. His dra\
'ing In Rosehaugh's Close, now called Strichen's, the 
classes met m the old college, but he received next alley on the east, was the town-house of the 
private pupils at his house in Dickson's Close after princely mitred abbots of Melrose. In Catholic 
his marriage, on the 15th 
o\'ember, 1788. His times the great dignitaries of the church had all 
terms were, a<> advertised in the lIIcrCl/ry, one their houses in Edinburgh; the .\rchbishop of St. 
guinea per month for three lessons in the week, I Andrews resided at Ihe foot of Blackfriars W) nd ; 
which in those simple days would restrict his pupils the Bishop of Dun\..eld in the Cowgate; the Abbot 
to the wealthy and fashionable class of society. of Dunfennline at the 
etherbow; the Abbot of 
He died at Edinburgh on the 6th of August, 1796. Cambuskenneth in the Lawnmarket; and the _\bbot 
lower down the close, on the same sid
, a of 
Ielrose in the close we have named, and his 
quaint old tenement, doomed to destruction Ly the "ludging" had a garden which extended down to 
Improvements _\ct, 1867, shO\\ed on the coved bed- the Cowgate, and up the opposite slope on the 
corbel of its crowstepped gable the arms of Hali- : west side of the Pleasance, within the city wall. 
burton, impaled \\ ith another coat armorial, with The house of the abbot, a l.uge and massive 
the peculiar feature of a double window corbelled building enclosing a small square or court in the 
out; and in a deed e\tant, dated 1582, its first pro- centre of it, was entered from Strichen's Close. 
prietor is named :\Iaster James Haliburton. After- "The whole building has e\idently undergone 
wards it was the residence of Sir Juhn Haliday, of I great alterations," says the description of it written 
Tillybole, and formed a part of Cant's Close. I in 18-1-7; "a carved stone bears a large and very 
Its appearance in 1868 has been presen'ed to us I boldly-cut shield, with two coats of arms impaled, 
by R. Chambers, in a brief description in his and the date 1600. There seems no reason to 
"Traditions." Accordil-g to this authority, it was doubt, hO\\ ever, that the main portion of the 
two storeys in height, the second stor
y being abbot's residence still remains. The lower storey is 
reached by an outside stair, "ithin a small court- strongly vaulted, and is evidently the "ork of an 
yarJ, which had originally been shut by a gate. I early date. The small quadrangle also is quite in 
The stone pillars of the gateway were decorated character with the period assumed for the build- 
with balls at the top, after the fashion of entrances ing; and at its north-west angle is Cant's Close, 
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where a curiously-carved fleur-de-lis surmounts the I it is believed, from whim than actual fancy or re- 
gable, and a grotesque gargoyle of antique form gard. One begins thus :_ 
serves as a gutter to tile roof." 
Abbot Andrew Durie, who was nominated to the 
abbacy of Melrose in 1526 by James V., resided 
here; and Knox assures us that his death was 
l1.lstened by dismay and horror occasioned by the 
terrible uproar on St. Giles's day, in 1558. 
The Close in earlier time took its name from the 
abbots of 'lelrose ; but at a later period was called I 
Rosehaugh's Close, from Sir George l\Iackenzie of 
Rosehaugh, King's Admcate during the reigns of 
Charles II. and J .lInes 11., author of many able 
works on Scottish law, and also a successful 
cultiv.ltor of general literature. 
He obtained a charter of the property from Pro- 
vost Francis Kinloch and the magistrates in 1677, 
ant! the house he occupied stilI exists, and seems In conclusion, she expresses an opinion that she 
to have been a stately enough edifice for its age. must be mad" to folIow cold Sir Peter." She died 
Sir George has stilI an unpleasant place in the in q,p. 
local im.tgination of the Edinburgh people as "The I During a great part of the eighteenth century 
B1uidy l\Iackenzie," the persecutor of the cove- I the ancient mansion in Rosehaugh's Close was 
nanters; and though the friend of Dryden, ami the occupied by Alexander Fraser of Strichen, who was 
founder of the first and greatest national library in connected by marriage with the descendants of 
Scotland, he is regarded as a 5pccies of ogre in his Sir George l\Iackenzie, and who gave to the alIey 
native capital. the name it now bears, Strichen's Close. He was 
The mausoleum in which he lies in the Grey- raised to the bench as Lord Strichen, in 173 0 , amI 
friars' Churchyard, a domed edifice with ornate occupied a seat there and his residence in the 
Corinthian columns and niches, is believed by the close for forty-five years subsequent to that date, 
urchins of the city to be haunted still, as it was and was the direct ancestor of the present Lord 
commonly believed that his body could never rest Lovat in the peerage of Great Britain. 
in its grave. Hence it used to be deemed a The manners and habits of the people of Edin- 
" brag" or feat, for a boy more courageous than burgh in those days--say about q 3o-were as 
his fellows to shout through the keyhole into the I different from those of their successors as if 
dark and echoing tomb- they had been the natives of a foreign country. 
From Carlyle's Memoirs we learn that when gentle- 
men were invited to dine, each brought his own 
knife, fork, and spoon with him in a case (just as 
gentlemen did in France prior to the first Revo- 
lution), and a marked peculi2rity of the period was 
a combination of showy and elegant costume with 
much simplicity, coarseness of thought, and rough- 
ness of speech, oCC<1sional courtesy, anfl great 
promptness to ire. Intercourse with France, and 
the service of so many Scottish gentlemen in the 
French army, led to a somewhat incongnlOus in- 
grafting of French politeness on the homely man- 
ners of the Scottish aristocracy; yet it was no 
uncommon thing for a lady to receive gentlemen, 
together with lady \'isitors, in her bed-room, for 
then, within the walIed city, the houses had few 
rooms without a bed, either open or screen
d; 
while the seemliness and delicacy now attendant 
on marriages anel births were almost unknown. 
The slender house accommodation in the turn- 


.. Bluidy Mackenzie, come out ir y'" daur, 
Lirt the sneck, and d,aw the bar! " 


after which defiance alI fled, lest the summoned 
spirit might appear, and follow them. 
He had a country house, ten miles south of 
Edinburgh, calIed Shank, nOlv in ruins. His grand- 
daughter was Lady Anne Dick, of Corstorphine, 
whose eccentricities were wont to excite much 
attention in Edinburgh society, and who was the 
authoress of many drolI pasquils, and personal 
pasquinades in verse, which created many enemies, 
who exulted in the fo!lies of which she wa, guilty. 
Among the latter was a fancy for dressing herself 
like a gallant of the day, and going about the town 
at ni
ht in search of adventures and frolics, one of 
which ended unpleasantly in her being consigned 
to the City Guard House. In many of her verses she 
Il.llf-banteringly deplores the coldness of Sir Peter 
l\Iurr.ty of ßalmanno, in Kincardineshile, but more, 


[High Street 


.. Oh, wherefore did I cross the Forth, 
Anflleave my love behind me? 
\\'hy did I venture to the 1I0rth 
With one that did not mind me? 
Had I but visited Carin, 
It would have been much better, 
Than pique the prudes and make a din 
For careless, cold Sir Peter! 


" I'm sure I've seen a better limb, 
And twenty better faces; 
But still my mind it ran on him 
\\'hen I \I as at the races; 
At night when we were at the ball 
\\'ere many there discreeter ; 
The well. bred duke, and lively !\laule, 
l'anml1re beha ved much better." 
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pike stairs compelled the use of taverns more than Provost in 1782-3, and again in 1786-7. and who 
now. There the high-class advocate received his was first a Town Councillor in 1765. '''hen a 
clients, and the physician his patients-each prac- magic;trate he was publicly horsewhipped by some 
titioner having his peculiar hm<1f. There, too, I " Edinburgh bucks" of the day, for placing some 
gentlemen met in the evening for snpper and con- females of doubtful repute in the City Guard 
versation without much expense, a reckoning of a I House, under the care of the terrible Corporal 
shilling being deemed a high one, so different then Shon Dhu-an assault for which they were arrested 
were the value of money and the price of viands. In and severely fined. 
1720 an Edinburgh dealer advertises his liquors at The house he occupied had an entrance from 
the following prices ;-" Neat claret wine at I lei., I Strichen's Close; but was in reality one that be- 
strong at ISd.; white wine at I2d.; Rhenish at longed to the Regent Morton, having an entrance 
16d.; old hock at 2od., all per bottle; cherrY- I from the next street named the I31ackrriars ".ynd. 
sack at 28d. per pint; English ale at -td. per He afterwards remo\-ed to a hou5e in Princes 
bottle." I Street, where he became one of the projectors of 
In those days it was not deemed derogatory for the Earthen Mound, which was long-as a mic;take 
ladies of rank and position to join oyster parties in in the picturesque-justly stigmatised as the" l\I ud 
some of those ancient taverns; and while there Brig," the east side of which was commenced a 
was this freedom of manner on one hand, we are little to the eastward of the line of Hanover Street, 
told there was much of gloom and moroseness on opposite to the door of Provost Grieve.s house, 
the other; a dread of the Deity with a fear of hell, ! Ion g ago turned into a shop. He died in 1803. 
and of the power of the devil, were the predominant J olm Dhu, the personage referred to, was a well- 
feelings of religious people in the age subsequent known soldier of the City Guard, mentioned by Sir 
to the Revolution; while it was thought, so says Walter Scott as one of the fiercest-looking men he 
the author of "Domestic Annals" (quoting Miss had ever seen. "That such an image of military 
l\Iure's invaluable l\Iemoirs), a mark of ath
istic violence should ha\.e been necessary at the close of 
tendencies to doubt witchcraft, or the reality of the eighteenth century to protect the peace of a 
apparitions and the occasional vaticinative ch.!- British city," says the editor of "Kay's Portraits," 
racter of dreams. "presents us with a strange contrast of wl1.1t we 
A country gentleman, writing in 1729, remarks lately were and what we have now become. On 
on "the increase in the expense of housekeeping one occasion, about the time of the French Revo- 
which he hatl seen going on during the past twenty lution, when the Town Guard had been signalising 
years. While deeming it indisputable that Edin- the King's birthday hy firing ill the Parliament 
burgh was now much less populous than before the Square, being unusually pressed and insulted by 
Union, yet I am informed," says he, "that there is the populace, this undaunted warrior turned upon 
a greater consumption since than before the Union one peculiarly outrageous member of the demo- 
of all provisions, especially fleshes and wheat- cracy, and, by one blow of his battle-axe, laid him 
bread. The butcher owns that he now kills three lifeless on the causeway." 
of every species for one he killed before the Union. The old tenement, which occupied the ground 
Tea in the morning and tea in the between Strichen's Close and the Blackfriars Wynd 
evening had now become established. There (prior to its destructiun in the fire of 22nd Feb- 
\\ere more livery servants, and better dre
se.l, ruary, 1825), and was at the head of the latter, 
and more horses than formerly." was known as "Lady Loval's 1 and." It was 
Lord Strichen did not die in the house in the I seven storeys in height. There lived Primrose 
dose wherein he had dwelt so long, but at Strichen Campbell of !\lamore, widow of Simon I.ord 
in Aberdeenshire, on the 15th January, 1775, in I Lo\'at, who was beheaded on Tower Hill in '747, 
his seventy-sixth year, lea\ing behÌ11l1 him the repu- , and there, 240 years before her time, dwelt "'alter 
tation of an upright judge. "Lord Strichen was a Chepman of Ewirland, who, with J\liller, in 1507, 
man not only honest, but highly generous; for, under the munificent auslJices of James IV., intro- 
after his succession to the family estates, he paid duced the first printing press into 5cotl.md, and on 
a large sum of debts contracted by his prede-' the basement of whose edifice a house of the Revo- 
cessor, which he was not untler any obligation to lution period had been engrarted. 
pay." I Though his abode was here in the High Street, 
One of the last residents of note in 
trichen's his printing-house was in the Cowgate, from whence, 
Close was Mr. John Grieve, a merchant in the in 1508, "The Knightly Tale of Golagras and 
Royal Exchange. \\ ho held the office of lord I Gawanc" was issued; and this htter is supposed 
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to be the. same tenement with which he endowed I Lady Lovat-niece of the first Duke of Argyll- 
an altar 111 the chapel of the Holy Rood, at the was LOlll in 17'0, and, under gre,tt domestic pres- 
south or lower end of St. Giles's churchyard. : sure, Lecame the wife of that cunning and politic 
From the trial in 15 '4, the year after F[odden, of old lord, \\ ho was thirty years her seni'Jr, and by 
"ane quit for slauchter in his awin defence," we I no means f:lmous for Ill.'; tenderness to her prede., 
learn that Walter Chepman was Dean of Guild for I cessor, Janet Grant of that ilk. 
he passed years 
the City. I of seclusion at Castle Downey, where, while tre,tted 
"The 2-1-th day of October, anno suprascript, with outward decorum, she was secretly treated 
Alexander Livingstone indy tit and accllsit for the I with a barbarity that might have brokeh another 
a.rt and pairt of the creuall slauchter of um1luhile , wonun's heart. Confined to one apartment, she 
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HOITSF. OF THE ABß0TS OF MF.I.ROSF, STRICHEN'S CIO,E. 
(Fro", on Eng,aving in th
 Roxburgl: Edition of Sir U.alter Stolt's .1 flfonastÞry."') 


Jak, upoun the Burrowmuir of F.dinburgh in this I I was seldom pellnittcd to leave it, e\'en for meals, 
month of September by-past. Thai beand re-, and was supplied for these with coarse scraps 
movit furth of court, and again in enterit, they fand from his lordship's table. They h,ld one son, 
and deliverit the said Alexander quit and innocent Archibald Fraser, afterwards a merchant in 
of ye said slauchter, because thai dearlie knew London, and before his birth the old lord swore 
it was in his pure defence. John Livingstoune that if she brought forth a girl he would roast it to 
petiit instrumenta. Testibus Patricio Ruroun et death on the back of the fire; ami he often threat- 
Johanne Irland, Ballivis, Magistro Jacobo Wis- ened her, that if aught befel the t\\.o boys of his first 
cheart de Pitgarro, derico Justiciario S. D.N. marriage in his absence, he would shoot her through 
Regis, Waltero Chepman Decano Gild, Johanne the head. "A lady, the intimate (riend of her 
Adamson juniore, Jacobo Barroun, Patricio Flel11- youth," says Sir "',titer Scott, "was instructed to 
yng, eI //lultis aliis." visit Lady Lovat, as if by accident, to ascertain the 
This, says Arnot, is the earliest trial to be found truth of those rU1l10urs concerning her husband's 
in the records of the city of Edinburgh. conduct which had reached the C,lrs of her family. 
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She was received by Lord Lovat with an extram- I arrears, L 500 of which she spent in furnishing hel 
gant affectation of welcome, and with many assur- house at the head of the BI,lckfriars Wynd; and 
ances of the happiness his larly would derive from small though her income she was long famous in 
seeing her. The chief then went to the lonely Edinburgh for her charity and goodness to the 
tower in which Lady Lovat was secluded, without poor. 
decent clothes, and even without sufficient nourish- In her gloomy huuse, on the first floor of the 
ment. He laid a dress before her becoming her turnpike stair, with a cook, maid, and page, she 
rank, commanded her to put it on, to appear and not only maintained herself in the style of a gentle- 
to receive her friend \\oman of the perioè, 
as if she \vere the mis- "- .- ì Lut could giye a \vann 
tress of the house in \\elcome to many a 
which she was, in fact, poor Highland cousin 
a h"''-'tan cd P",oo"" Â. 
 who" "'I 
 ht 00 
And such was the strict .." i the field of Culloden. 
watch he maintained, ': , _ _ 1 ',I Lady Dorothea Prim- 
and the terror which .1 it I rose, who was her niece, 
his character inspired, ami third daughter of 

j 
 
that the visitor durst;o- 
 .\rchibald first Earl of 
not ask, nor Lady Lovat 1 1 - ' " 
I/ . . 
: Rosebery, lived with 
communicate, anything t ' 
 


 ,;' , :: . her for many } eal s, 
respecting her real __" ,,{ \ - t It í"
 . _ I' and to her, in the good- 
situation." .,' ,...... ness of her heart, she 
Long after, by a '! , 1.', ' '<tf F 1'1 assigned. the brightest 
closely-written letter, I .I f \ rooms, that overlooked 
concealed in a clue of " ;: , -Ii I """ Ii,,,, the broad High Street, 
yarn dropped over a ,[ 
 
IIII':" j iiii contenting herself with 
window of the Castle ['I ..
. . '! ,I the gloomier, that faced 
, ft ft 
to a confidant below, I, , " (;..r _. the wynd. There, too, 
she was enabled to let r 
 " 
 4 
he supported for years 
. her relations know how I ,I' "another broken-down 
I - I: ,..Jl..111'.......
1-, 
Sle was treated, and ";"'.., "' , I, '. i '>" uld lady, the 1\Ii
tress 
mean" were taken to "'"- 'I uf Elphinstone, whose 
separate her judicially _ 
 "j : ;=;.. .. -:' 1,1Ia nightly supper of por- 
from her husband. '/1 ,.- "^f--
"'...(jf;, 
 - '_:" _:
 ,I, 
 ridge was on one occa- 
When, years after, his . . - , , sion fatall y l )oisoned 
share in the Jacobite ..... 

;,

 
 " A'p, i" hy a half-idiot grand- 
- -" --
 -'_"-2" 
..
 

 
rising in IH5 brought I "t- -
 -- '
J"'-.;:...


 =- 
on of her ladyship. 
him to the Tower of 
l


___


.;c:_
---:::,:,>?_ --J She was small in 
London, Lady Lovat BLACKFI\IARS WYND. stature, and retained 
thought only of her much of ht'r beauty 
duties as a wife, and offered to attend him there; and singular delicacy of feature and complexion 
but he declined the proposal, and the letter in even in old age. "When at home her dress 
which he did so contained the only expressions was 3. red silk gown, with ruffied cuffs, and sleeves 
of kindness he had bestowe(l upon her since their, puckered like a man's shirt, a fly-cap encircling 
marriage day; but he made no reference to her the head, with a mob-cap laid an-oss it, falling 
in the farewell letter which he sent to his son I O\'er the cheeks and tied under the chin; her 
Sim
n, the Master of I.ovat, to whose care he I hair dresscd and powdercd; a double muslin 
specially commended his other children, handkcrchief round the neck amI bosom; /al1ll1l(r- 
After his execution some demur arose about the beads,. a white lal\n apron edged with lace; black 
jointure of his unfortunate widow-only L [1)0 per I stockings \\ ith red gushets. and high-heeled shoes. 
annum-and for years she was left destitute, till . " As her chair emerged from the head of 
some of her friends, among others Lord Strichen, the BlackfriJ.IS Wynd, anyone who saw her sittin!! 
offered money on lo,l/l, which, bcing of an inde- in it, so neat and fresh and dean, would have 
pendent spirit, she declined, At length the dispute taken her for a l}lI"cn in wax-work pastpd up in a 
was settled, and she lecci\t:ll a pretty large sum of . gla

 case." 
33 
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One of her chief intimates was the unfortunate I service in America. The rapidity with which the 
Lady Jane Douglas of Grantully, the heroine of ranks of previous Highland regiments, raised by 


the long-contested Dough:s cause. She 
contempl.lted the approach of her own 
death with perfect calmness, and in 
anticipation of her coming d<:mise had 
all her grave-clothes ready, ancl the 
turnpike stair whitewasherl. When 
asked by her only son, Archibald 
(before mentioned), if she wished to 
be put in the family burial vault at 
Eeaufort, in Kilmorack, she replied, 
" Indeed, Archie, ye needna put your- 
sel to any fash aboot me, for I 
carena though ye lay me aneath that 
hearthstane. " 
She lted i 1 her house at the Wynd 
head, in 1796, in the eighty-si '(th 
year of her age. The old Scottish 
tiding-pin of her house door is now 
preserved in the Museum of the 
Scottish Antiquarian Society. 
Her stepson, Simon, Master of 
Lovat, who died a Lieutenant-General 
in 1782, was a man of irreproachable 
character, who inherited nuthing of 
0111 Loval's nature but a genius for 
making fine speeches. He raised 
HighJanrlers, or old 71st regiment, 
disbanded in 1783, after a career 
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FRIARS WYND. 
(From 1M Scottish Antiquarian 
Museum.) 


him in 1757, were filled by Frasers, 
so pleased George IlL, that on the 
embodiment of the 71st he received 
from the king a free grant of his 
family estates of Lovat, which had 
been forfeited by his father's attainder 
after Culloden. 
At the first muster of the 7 I st in 
Glasgow, an 01(1 Highlander, who had 
brought a SOli to enli
t, and was looking 
on, shook the general's hand with that 
familiarityso common among clansmen, 
and said, "Simon, you are a good 
soldier, and speak like a man! While 
you live old Simon of Lovat will never 
die" -alluding to his close resem- 
blance personally to his father, the 
wily old lord of the memorable "F orty- 
five." 
Dlackfriars \\'ynd, which has now 
become a broad street, has many 
a stirring memory of the great and 
powerful, who dwelt there in ages 
past; henc.: it is that Sir Alexander 
Boswell wrote-- 


the Fraser I 
which was 
of brilliant 


.. \\'h"t recollections rush upon my mind, 
Of Lady Stair's Closc and IIlack/nars IVy"d! 
There once our nobles, and here judges dwelt." 


CHAPTER XXXI. 


ALLEYS OF TIlE IIICU STRFET (co"tÙmld). 
mackfri

 Wynd-The Grant of Alexander IL-TIothwel1 slays Sir William Stewart-E.cape of Archbi.hop Sharp-C
meronian Meeting- 
house-The House of the Regent Morton-Catholic Chapels of the Eighteenth Century-Bi"hop Hay-I' No Popery.' Riots -Baron 
Smith"s Chapfd-Scottish Episcopahans- House of the Prince of Orkney- Magnificence of Earl William Sinclair-Cardinal Heaton's 
HOllse-The Cardinal's Armorial Hearings-Historical Associations of his House-Its Ultimate Occupant..-The United Industrial School. 


.'\. BROAD pelld (Anglicé archway), leading through 
the successor to the tenement in which Lady Lovat 
dwclt, gave access to the Dlackfriars Wynd, which, 
without doubt, was one of the largest, most im- 
portant, and most ancie.nt of the thoroughfares di- 
verging from the High Street. and which of old was 
named the Preaching Friars' Vennel, as it led to the 
Dominican monastery, or mack Friary, founded 
by Alexander II., in r 230, on the high ground. 
beyond the Cowgate, near where the Old In 
firmary stands. The king gave the friars-among 
whom he resided for some time-with many other 
endolvments, a grant of the whole ground now 
occupied by the old wynd and modern street, to 
erect houses, and for fl"C centuries these edifices 


formed the dwelling-places of some of the most 
aristocratic families in Scotland, and of many eccle- 
siastics of the highest rank. 
Many a fierce strug
le betweer. armed. men has 
taken place here. among them the most import.mt 
being that of "Cleanse the Causeway," when the 
victorious Douglases under the fiery Angus, swept 
the Hamiltons before them, and rushed in mad 
lIlé/é' to assail the palace of the Archbishop of 
Clasgowat the Wynd foot, from whence he fled 
for shelter to the Dominican church, on the 
opposite slope. And here. in July, 1588, occurred 
the bloody brawl between the Farl of Rothwell 
and Sir William Stewart of l\1onkton. 
Between these two a quarrel had tal..en place in 
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the king's chamber; the lie was given, and a some- f latter side, near the head of the wynd, was a 
what ribald altercation follo\\ed, but nothing oc- house with a decorated lintel, inscribed-IN. THE. 
curred for nearly three weeks alter, till Sir William I LORD. IS. !II\ . HOPE. 1564" The ground flour of 
Stewart, when coming down the High Street with it consisted of one great apartrnent, the roof or 
a party of his friends, met Buthwell, accompanied ceiling of which was upheld by a massive stone 
by the Master of Gray and others, going up. ! column. This hall formed the meeting-I;!ace of 
A collision between two such parties was but tho"e who adhered to the Covenanted 1:.irk, after 
natural, and, in the spirit of the times, unavoidable. the Revolution of 1688, and was long known as 
S\\ord and dagger were instantly resorted to, and "The Auld Cameronian Meeting-house," and in 
in the general fight Sir William Stewart slew a friend t the upper storey thereof traditiun alleges that 
of Bothwell's, but in doing su lost his sword, and, Nicol Muschat, the murderer, lived, when a student 
being defenceless, was compelkd to fly into attending the university. 
Blackfriars \rynd. Thither the \engeful Bothwell I On the west side of the Wynd was the ancient 
pursued him, and, as he stood unarmed against a I residence of the Earls of Morton, with a handsome 
wall, "strake him in at the back and out at the ogee door-head and elaborate mouldings, shafted 
belly, and killed him." I jambs, and in the tympanum of the lintel a 
For this Bothwell found it necessary to keep coroneted shield supported by unicorns, though 
out of the way only for a few days; and such the arms uf the family have always had two savages, 
e\"ents so commonly occurred, that it is not cu- I or \\ ild men, hence the edifice is supposed to be of a 
rious to find the General Assembly, exactly a \\eek date anterior to the da}s of the Regent. Yet it is 
after this combat. proceeding quietly with the I distinctly described, in a disposition by Archibald 
usual wurk of chuosing a Moderator, providing for Douglas younger of \\'hiuinghame, as "that tene- 
ministers, and denouncing Popery, exactly as they ment which was sometime the Earl of :\Iorton's," 
do in the reign of Queen Victoria. from which, according to Wilson, it may be inferred 
The next most remarkable event was in 1668, to have been the residence of his direct ancestor, 
when, on Saturday the 9th of July, James Sharp,. John second Earl of Morton, who sat in the Par- 
Archbishop of St. Andrews, whose residence was jliament of James IV. in 1504, and whose grand- 
then in the \\Tynd, so narrowly escaped assassi- son, William Douglas of \Vhittinghame, was created 
nation. a senator of the College of Justice in 1575. 
His apostacy from the Covenant, and unrelenting Tradition has un varyingly alleged this house to 
persecution of his former compatriots, its adherents, have been that of the Regent Morton, in those 
had roused the bitterness of the people against days '\hen the king's men and queen's men were 
him. He was seated in his coach, at the head of' fighting all 0\ er the city, and 1:.irkaldy of Grange 
the Wynd, waiting for .Andrew Hon
yman, Bishop I wa') bent upon driving him out of it; and here no 
of Orkney, when Mitchell, a fanatical assassin and I doubt it was that he had his bod}-guard, which 
preacher, and bosom friend of the infamous !\Iajor was commanded by Alexander !\Iontgomery the 
\\'eir, with whom he was then boarding in the I poet, \\hom l\Ielvil in his diary mentions as 
house of Mrs. Grisel Whiteford in the Cowgate, , "Captain Montgomery, a good honest man, and 
fired a pistol at the primate, but, missing him, the Regent's domestic;" and the house is often 
dangerously wounded the Bishop of Orkney. He 1 referred to, during the ci,il wars of that period, 
was immediately seizerl, and, with little regard before he attained the Regency. 
to morality or justice, put to the torture, without I While Lennox was in office, Morton projected 
eliciting any confession; and after two year,: the assassination of the Laird of Drumquhasel, whom 
seclusion on the Bass Rock, he was brought to the former confined to his residence in Leith as a 
Edinburgh in 1676, and executed in the Grass-I protection. This l\Iorton deemed an affront to 
market, to strike terror into the Covenanters; but himself, and prepared to leave Leith and the king's 
history has shown that their hearts never lnew standard together. "Alarmcd by the probable 
what terror was. I loss of the most influential earl of the house of 
Sir William Honeyman, Rlrt., Lord Armadale in : Douglas, the weak Regent, affecting to be ignorant 
1797, was the fourth in descent from the bishop' of his wrathful intentions. sent a servant to acquaint 
who was wounded on this occasion by a poisoned him that 'he meant to dine \\ ith him th.lt day: 
bullet, as it is affirmed. I . I am sorry I cannot have the high honour of his 
While much of the west side of Blackfri.us lordship's company,' replied the haughty earl: · my 
\\Tynd was left standing, the east, in the city ill1-1 business is pressing. and obliges me to Ica,
] "th 
pro'"emcnts, \\as completely swept a\\.J.Y, On the I "ithout even bidding him adieu: Lenn,,, , 
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equally irritated and alarmerl on hearing of this 
Hat refusal, and, starting from his ch.lÏr exclaimed, 
'Then, by the holy name of God, he shall eat 
his dinner with me! ' and repairing instantly to ihe 
:lOuse of Morton, brought about a reconciliation, 


[High StreeL 


to Leith to beg his life as a boon at the hands of 
Lennux and her seducer. But the latter, inflamed 
anew by her charms and tears, was inflexible; the 
Regent was his tool, and the prayers and tears of 
the wretched wife were poured forth at their teet 
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by making two very humbling concessions, first, in \ain. The poor captain, who had seen many 
by dismissing Drumquhasel, who was banished I a hot battle in the fields of the Dane and 
from court, which he W.IS not to approach within Swede, and in the wars of his native country, 
ten miles unner a heavy penalty; second, the life I was ignominiously hanged on a gibbet, as a peace- 
of Captain James ClIlIayne, that Morton might I offering to Morton's wickedness." 
have more peaceable possession of his wife. In the contemporary life of Queen Mary, printed 
Mistress ClIllayne, a woman of great beauty, I for the Bannatyne Club in 18 34. we have the 
filled with pity by the d,lIlger impending over her following strange anecdote of 1\Iorton. ,"Ve are 
hushand (then a pri
oner), and touchcrl with told that he "Iud credite at the court, being left 
remurse for her formel inconstancy, had come there by the tr.lÏtOllres to give intelligence of all 
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maters past there, and how to betray his mistres; , opponent of Bishop William Abernethy Drummond 
for they could not chuse a more fitte man than of the Scottish Episcopal Church, one or the few 
him to òo such an act, who, from his very youth clergymen who paid his respects to Charles 
had been renouneù for his treacherie, and of whom Edward when he kept his court at Holyrood. 
his oune father had no good opinion in his very By his energy Dr. Hay constructed a chapel in 
inf<tnce; for, at a certain time, his coming foorth Chalmer's Close, which was ùestroyed in 1779, 
with him in a garden where his father was, with when an attempt to repeal the penal statutes 
some one that had come to visit him, busy in against Catholics roused a ., No Popery" cry in 
talk, the nurse setting down the childe on the green Edinburgh. On the 2nd of February a mob, 
grass, and not much mindinge him, the boy seetll a including 500 sailors from Leith, burned this 
t{Jade, which he snatched up and had eaten it all till chapel and plundered another, while the bishop 
a little of the legges, which \\hen shee saw, shee was living in the Blackfriars'Vynd, and the house 
cried out, thinking he should have been poisoned, of every Catholic in Edinburgh \\as sacked and 
and shee t<lking the legges of the toade that he destroyed. 
h:1.d left as yet oneaten, he !'Tied out so loud and Principal Robertson, who was supposed to be 
shrill, that his father and the other gentleman friendly to Catholics, and defended them in the en- 
heard the outcries, who went to see what should suing General Assembly, had his house attacked, his 
be the cause, and when the 
 library nearly destroyed, and 
tnessing::r returned and told . 
 , 
 d, 
":
,I "\1-A": 
1 was ohliged to take shelter 
the mater as it happened, in ':' - 
 '- .
 '-,ì among the troops in the castle. 
all haste he come to \\here his ., } ,

 \ 

" ""i ,
Jl\ Dr. Hay, who now lies interred 
son was, 
nd, save the legges, ,,/'I'--- '.., ...'f in an obscure churchyard, with- 
? I. . 
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, The deville che\\ thee, or n' . 
 

 
i Blackfriars Wynd. The upper 
burste thee! there will never '),JL -, ' . :.. .t, . 
 r ' t portion of the tenement he 
come good of thee!' As he '. 
"'"
-r---''''i''r--,
 I occupied was destroyed by fire 
P ro!!nosticated so it ha pp ened , ____-.JI ',- 1.., yJ
'...._
!t' I in 1 79 1. It was seven sture y s 
OJ .L'
- V v' I 
for he was beheaded at Edin- in height, as appears by an 
burgh,attainted and foundguiltie S I ú:>. E, SHOWING fHE ARIIIORIAL BEARIJ>GS account of the conflagration in 
of heigh treason for the murder OF CARDINAL BEATO)!, FRO
f HIS HOUSE, the ,Scots AIagaztile for that 
BLACK FRIARS WYND. 
of the king his maister." (From the Scottish Anii'luarinn Mu..um.) year, which adds, "many poor 
William Douglas of Whitting- families have lost their all. An 
hame, grandson of Archibald who made a disposi- old Tf'spectable citizen, above 80, was carried out 
tion of the house in Blackfriars Wynd, was a con- during the fire. Happily. no lives \\ere lost." 
temporary of Morton's, and was closely associated Nearly opposite to it was another large tene- 
with him in the murder of Darnley. His name ment, the upper storey of which was also long 
appears as one of the judges, in the act" touching used as a Catholic chapel, anù as such was 
the proceedings of the Gordons and Forbesses," dedicated to St. Andrew the Apostle of Scotland, 
and he res;
ned his seat as senator in 1590. until it was quitted, in 1813, for a more complete 
Lower down, on the east side of the wynd, was and ornate church, St. Mary's in Broughton Street. 
a most picturesque building, pal t of which was After it was abandoned, "the interior of the chapel 
long used as a Catholic Ch<lpel. It W<lS dated retained much of its original state till its demolition. 
1619, and had carvtd above its door the motto of The framework of the iiimple ahar-piece still 
the city, tugether with the words, III te DVllline remained, though the mde painting of the patron 
sperm'i-Fax Ùltra/ltiblls-
ah"ls tMltIltiblts- saint of Scotland which origin.Lily filled it had 
Blissit be God In allliis giftis. disappearell. Humble as must have been the 
On the fifth floor of this tenement was a large appearance of this chapel-even when furnished 
room, which during the greater part of the with every adjunct of Catholic ceremonial for 
eighteenth century was used as a place of worship Christmas or Easter festivals, aided by the im- 
by the Scottish Catholics, and, until its demolition posing habits of the officiating priests that gathered 
lately, there still remained painted on the door the round its little altar-yet men of high rank and 
name of the old bishop-AIr. lIlly-for, in those ancient lineage were wont to assemble among the 
days he dared designate himself nothing more. \\orshippers." 
He was cch.brated in theological literature as the ""ith others, here came constantly to mass and 
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other services, Charles Philip Count d'Artois, I Princes and Earls of Urkney, Lords of Roslin, 
brother of the ill.fated Louis XVI., and his son Dukes of Oldenburg, and had a list of titks that 
the Duc d'Angoulème, while, in the earlier years has been noted for its almost Spanish tediousness. 
of their exile, they resided at Holyrood, by In his magnificence, Earl William-who built 
permission of the British Government, though the Roslin Chapel, was HIgh Chancellor in 1455, and 
people of Scotland liked to view it as in virtue of ambassador to England in the same year-Ür sur- 
the ancient Alliance; and a most humble place passed \\hat had often sufficed for the kings 
of worship it must have seemed to the count, of Scotland. His princess, Margaret J Jouglas, 
wha is described as having been .. the most daughter of Archibald Duke of Touraine, accord- 
gay, gaudy, tJuttering, accomplished, luxurious, ing to Father Hay, in his "Genealugie of the 
and e},pensive prince in Europe..' A doorway in- Sainte Claires uf Rosslyn," was waited upon by 
scribed in antique characters of the 16th century, "sevent}-five gentlewomen, whereof fifty-three 
lIIiserere //lei De/ts, gave access to this chapel. It were daughters of noblemen, all <:loathed in velvets 
bore a shield in the centre \\ith three lllullets in and silks, with their chains uf guld and other per- 
chief, a plain cross, and two swords saltire-w.lYs- tinents; together with two hundred riding gentle- 
the coat armorial of some long-forgotten race. n1l'n, who accompanied her in all her journeys. 
Another old building adjoinerl, above the door She had carried before her, when she went to 
of which was the pious legend ranged in two lines, Edinburgh, if it were darke, eighty lighted torches. 
The ftcir of the Lord is tlu: beg)'1l1lÙ/g of at zoisdù///e, Her lodging was at the foot of Hlackfr}er Wynde ; 
but as to the generations of men that dwelt there so tJut in a word, none matched her in all the 
not even a tradition remains. country, save the Queen's l\lajesty." Father 
Lower down, at the south-west corner of the Hay tells us, too, that Farl William "kept a great 
Wynd, there formerly stood the English Episcop.ll court, and was royally served at his own table in 
Chapel, founded, in 1722, by the Lord Chief Itlron \'essels of gold and silver: Lord Dirleton being his 
Smith of the Exche<luer Court, for a clergyman m.lster of tile household, Lord Borthwick his cup- 
qualified to take the oaths to Covernment. To bearer, and Lord Fleming his carver, in whu
e 
endow it h
 ve
ted a sum in the public funds for absence they had deputies, viL., Stewart, Laird of 
the purpose of yielding .1;40 per annum to the Drumlanrig; Tweedie, Laird of DrummelÚer; and 
incumbent, and left the lllanagement in seven Sandilands, Laird of Calrler. He had his halls 
trustees nominated by himsel( The Baron's and other apartments richly adorned \Iith em- 
chapel existed for exactly a century; it was de- I broidered h mgings." 
molished in 1822, after serving as a place uf wor- At the south-east end of the '''ynd, and abut- 
ship for all loyal and delout Episcopal High ting on the Cowgate, where its high octagon tur- 
Churchmen at a time when Episcopacy and ret, on six rows of corbels springing from a stone 
Jacobitism were nearly synonymous terms in Scot- shaft, was for ages a prominent feature, stoud 
land. It was the most fashionable church in the the archiepiscopal palace, deemed in its time 
city, and there it was that Dr. Johnson sat in 1773, one of the most palatial edifices of old Edin- 
when on his lisit to Boswell. When this edifice burgh. 
was founded, according to Arnot, it was intended It formed two sides of a quadrangle, with a þorte 
that its congregation shoultl unite with others of ctJchère that gave access to a court behind, and was 
the Episcopal persuasion in the new chapel; but built by James Bethune, who was Archbishop of 
the incumbent, differing from his hearers about the Glasgow (1508-1524), Lmd Chancellor of Scot- 
mode of his settlement there, chose to withdraw land in 1512, and one of the Lords Regent, under 
himself again to that in which he was already the Duke of Albany, during the stormy minority of 
established. James V. Pitscottie distinctly refers to it as the 
After the accession of George III., "certain archbishop's house, "quhilk he biggit in the Freiris 
officious people" lodged information ag.lÌnst some '\'ynd,.' and Keith records that over the door of it 
of the Episcopal clergymen; "but," S.lVS Arnut, "ere the arms of the famil} of Bethune, to be seen 
"the officers of state, imitating the liber.llity and JU his time. But they had disappeared long before 
cl.:mency of their gracious master, discountenanced the demolition of the house, the ancient risp of\\ hich 
such idle and invidious endeavours at oppression." w.\s sold a1110n
 the collection of the late C. Kirk- 
In the Dlackfriars "'ynd-though in what part patrick Sharpe, in 1851. Another from the same 
thereof is not precisely known now, unless on the house is in the museum of the Scottish Antiquaries. 
site of Baron Smith's chapel-the semi-lOyal House The 5tone bearing the co.\t of arms was also in his 
uf Sinclair haà a to\'!1 mansiun. They \\ere possession, and it is thus referred to by Nisbet i!' 
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his Heraldry :
" With us (the Scots) angels fugitive archbishop, during 1525, the time they 
have been frequently made use of as supporters. were in power, to seek safety in the disguise of a 
Cardinal Beaton had his, supported by t\\O angels, shepherd, and, literally, crook in hand, to tend 
in Dalmatic habits, or, as some say, priestly ones, flocks of sheep on Bograin-knowe, not far from his 
which are yet to be seen on his lodgings in Black- dioces:m city of Glasgow. 
friars Wynd." The cardinal's arms, as borne on James V. took up his abode in the archiepiscopal 
his archiepiscopal seal, are Bethune and Balfour palace in 1528, preparoltory to the meeting of 
quarterly, with a cross-crosslet-headed pastoral Parliament, and the archbishop, who had been one 
staff, and the tasselled hat over all. of the most active promoters of his liberation from 
Upon all the buildings erected by the archbishop the Douglas faction, became his host and enter- 
"his armorial bearings were conspicuously dis- tainer. Here, in after years, resided his nephew, 
played," says Wilson, "and a large stone tablet Dm.id Beaton, the formirlable cardinal, who, in 
remained, till a few years since, over the archway I 154-7, was murdered so barbarously in the castle of 
of Blackfriars Wyn(l, leadi
g into th
 inner court, I St. Andrews, and her
 
lso was lite
a
ly the croldl.e 
supported by two angels m Dalmauc habits, and of the now famous Hlgn School of t"dmburgh, as It 
surmounted by a crest, sufficiently defaced to enable was occupied as the" Grammar Skule" in 1555, 
antiquaries to discover in it either a mitre or a wh:Ie that edifice, which stood eastward of the 
cardinal's hat, according as their theory of the ori- 1:.irk-of-field, was in course of erection. 
ginal ownership inclined towards the archbishop \\Oe next hear of the little paiace in the reign of 
or his more celebrated nephew the cardinal." Mary. On the 8th of February, 1562, her brother, 
Occupying the space between l.3lackfriolrs Wynd the Lord James Stewart," newly created Earl of 
and Toddrick's Wynd, the archiepiscopal palace I Mar (afterwards Moray) "was married upon Agnes 
afforded a striking example of the revolutions 1:.eith, daughter to William Earl Marischal," says 
effected by time and change of manners on the the Diurnal of Occurrents, "in the kirk of Sanct 
ancient abodes of the opulent and the noble. As Ceil, in Edinburgh, with solemnity as the like has 
it appeared before its demolition no doubt could not been seen before; the hale nobility of this 
be entertained that some portions of it had been realm being there present, and convoyit them down 
rebuilt, to suit the requirements of its last humble to Holyrood House, where the banquet was made, 
denizens, but much remained to form connecting- the queen.s grace thereat." After music and 
links in the long chain of ages. The \\hole of the dancing, casting 01 fire-balls, tilting with fire-spears, 
entrance floor had been strongly groined with stone, and much jollity, next evening the queen, with all 
built on solid pillars, calculated to afford protection I her court, came up in state from Holyrood "to 
during the brawls and conflicts of the times. the cardinal's lodging in the B1ackfriar W}lld, 
Within the arched passage that led from the which was preparit and hung maist honourably." 
Wynd a broad flight of steps led to the first floor I Then the queen and her courtiers had a joyous 
of the palace, a mode of construction common in supper, after which all the young craftsmen of the 
those days, when the architect had to consider city came in their armour, and conveyed her back 
security, and how the residents might resist an at- to Holyrood. Cp Blackfriars Wynd, past the 
tack till terms were obtained, or succour came. house of the \;lte cal dinal, Queen ::\Iary proceeded 
In early times the \Ihole of the space occupied by on the fatal night of the 9th of February, 1567, 
the l\Iint in the Cowgate and other buildings to about the same time nearly that Bothwell and his 
the north thereof had been the garden grounds of accomplices passed down the next alley, on their 
the archiepiscopal residence. I way to the 1:.irk-of-field. She had dined that day 
Here it was, as we have related, that the Earl I at Holyrood, and about eight in the evenin
 II ent 
of .\rran and his armed adherents I'eld their stormy to sup with the Bishop of Argyle. At nine she 
conclave on the 30th of April, 1520, concerting the rose from the table, and accomp::mied Ly the Eolrls 
capture. and, death of An
us, whose war arr3Y 
e1d l of Argyle, Cassilis, and Huntly, escorted by her 
the HIgh Street and barncaded the close-heads; archer-guard and torch-bearers, went to visit 
and here it was that Gawain Douglas, the Bishop of Darnley in the lonely Kirk-of-field, intenrling to 
Dunkeld, and translator of Virgil, whose two bro- I remain there for the night, but returned home. As 
thers fell at Flodden, called on the archbishop, she was proceeding, three of Bothwell's retainers, 
and strove to keep the peace in vain, for the prelate Dalgleish, Powrie, and Wilson, in their depositions, 

as already in his armour, and the dreadful con- stated that after conveying the powder-b3gs to 
f1
ct of "Cleanse the Causeway" ensued, giving the convent gate, at the foot of the Black friars 
victory to the Douglases, and compelling the Wynd. they saw "the Qup.nes grace gangand 



26 4 


OLD AKD NEW EDINBURGH. 


[High Street. 


before them with licht torches," on which Powrie, the 1st of .\ugt:st, 188-t, the total expenditure was 
as if conscience-stricken, exclaimed to Wilson, .6547,968 13S. 5d.; the receipts amounted to 
" Jesu! Pate! What na gate is this we are gang- .6499,675 IS. 4d.; and the unrecovered outlay was 
ing? I trow it be not gude." ;[-t8,293 12S. Ill. This money obligation will, it 
About 1780-9 the cardinal's house was the is expected, be cleared off in about three years. 
residence of Bishop Abernethy Drummond, whom I Blackfriars 'Vynd was among the places ., im- 
we have noticed as the theological opponent of proved;" the east side was swept away and re- 
Bishop Hay, and hither he must have brought his placed by buildings in the old Scottish style; but, 
wife, the heiress of by a somewhat short- 
Hawthornden. This sighted policy perhaps, 
divine occupied a high 
 the west was left un- 
place in the society of "'= touched. The footway 
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 '-, belonged to the past 
ing-school to be set up CARDINAL BEATON'S HOUSE. and the picture
que. 
in Blackfriars Wynd, in The Cnited Indus- 
Robinson's Land, upon the west side of the ,,"ynò, 1 trial School in Dlackfriars Street exhibits in a 
near the middle thereof, in the first door of the manner perhaps unex.unpled the successful solution 
stair lealling to the said land, against the lattcr end of that great problem, a comprehensive unsectarian 
of May, or fir
t of June next, when young ladies system of national education. There is surely 
and gentlemen may have all sorts of breeding th.1t something striking in the character of a ragged 
is to be had in any p.lrt of Britain, and great care sr::hool among whose founders were such men as 
taken of their com ersation." tile Earls of Minto and Elgin, Lords f)unfermline, 
N early all that we have described here has l\1urray, and. Jeffrey, Sir William G. Craig, Adam 
been swept away by the trustees of the Ellinburgh I J3lack, and William Chambers. 
Improvement Ad, and the ancient Wynd is nolV In 18-t7 Dr. Guthrie first drew attention to the 
òesignated Blackfriar; Street. By that Act, passed condition of the juvenile beggar:; of Edinburgh, 
in 1867, a tax was imposed, not e'\cecding fourpence and his noble proposal to establish a ragged school 
in the pound, for a period of twenty years, and the to be suppon
ò by "Christians of all denomina- 
trustees were authOl ised to borrow, on the security tions and parties," was eagerfy taken up. The lint:s 
of that assessment, a total sum of ;[350,000. At upon which the sugge
tion was practically camed 
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out were subsequently considerably enlarged, and I on June 29, 1876, the day of inspection, may be 
the United Industrial School was the ultimate re- considered to represent a fairly typical statell1ent 
suit of th
 moùification of the .original pl.lB. I ?f the' av
rage condition of the sch.ooL Accord- 
Accordrng to a paper wluch was read before rng to this report, the number of rntUates stuod 
the Social Science Association, on occasion of its thus :-" Boys, 122 ; girls,3-t. Of these 100 boys 
meeting at Edinburgh in 1863, the United Indus- aud 20 girls were under detention, [3 boys and 
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trial School had been fouml to work most satis- 14 girls on the voluntary list, and 9 day scholars; 
factorily. The pian on which the school "was of these 70 were Protestant and 86 Roman 
instituted in I8-t7, and on which it has now (1863) Catholics." The cases of absconding are fe\\", ami 
for nearly a quarter of a century been conscientiously the punishments small. The industrial training 
and successfully conducted, is that of comhined is regarded with the full consideration it deserves. 
instruction in things secular, separate in things There are brushmaking, carpentry, turning, tailor- 
religious. The school is attended by hoth Pro- ing, shoemaking, and wood-cutting, for the boys; 
testant and Catholic children. boys and girls." I school wa.,hing, cooking, household work, and knit- 
Statistics of such institutions may vary a little ting, for the girls. The nett cost per head, includ- 
from year to year; but the printed report issued ing profit and loss on the industrial departments, 
34 
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was, in 1876, ;{,12 5S. 2d., the total cost being following :-" The total number of children who 
;{,1,99 0 18s. 2d. have received the benefit of our school is 950, and 
The directors of the United Industrial School Mr. Fergusson has bv patient and laborious investi- 
may fairly claim to have practically solved the gation, during six months past, ascertained the 
greatest difficulty of the educational question; and present earnings of upwarùs of tlvo-thirds of that 
their institution was one of the earliest of its class number. These earnings represent the scarcely 
to give effect to the discovery that the training of credible sum of ;{,11,596. From the report of the 
"ragged school" pupils in such merely mechanical following year we learn that the superintendent, by 
and elementary work as teasing hair, picking a most strict investigation, found the sum of annual 
oakum, net-making, and so forth, was little better earning that year was nearly ;(,I,OOO higher-the 
than a waste of time, when compared with that ini- nett sum being J;"12,47 2 ." 
tiation in skilled handicrafts of the simple order, This elaborate record has not been kept up; 
which would qualify the children 011 leaving school but there is no reason to doubt that had it been so, 
to assume something like an independent position the succeeding years would have shown the same 
in life. In the annual repart for 1860 appears the, result 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


ALLEYS OF TilE ll[(;[) STREET (colltinutá). 


Toddrick''ò Wynd-Banquet to the Dani!'lh Ambassador anJ Nt.lbles-Lord Leven'Cõõ Hou
e in Skinner's Crose-The First Mint HOMes-The 
Mint-Scottish Coin-Mude of its :Manufacture-Argyle's Lodging-Dr. Cullen-Elphinstone's Court-Lords Lougbborougb and Stone- 
field-Lord Selkirk-Dr. Rutherford, the Inventor of Gas. 


BFLOW l3lackfri.lrs Street opens Toddrick's Wynù, 
to which a special interest is attached, from its as- 
sociation with one of the darkest deeds of a lawless 
age, for it was by that dark and narrow alley that 
James Hepburn Earl of Bothwell and his heartless 
accomplices proceeded towards the gate of the 
Hlackfriars monastery.in the Cowgate, on the night 
of the 9th of February, 1567, to fire the powder 
lodged in the vaults of the provost's house in the 
Kirk-of-field, 
- c, and blew a palace into atoms, 

ent a young king-a young queeu's mate at least, 
Into the air, a
 high as e'er flew night-hawk, 
And made such wild work in the realm of Scotland 
As they can tell who heard." 
Till the recent demolitions, the close., between 
this point and the Netherbow rem:lÍned unch:mged 
in aspect, and in the same state for centuries, sa\'e 
that they had become wofully degraded oy the 
habits, char.lcter, and rank of their inhabitants. 
In Toddrick's "'ynd, a lofty building with a 
massive polished ashlar front at the foot thereof, 
and long forming a prominent object amid the 
Îaùed grandeur of the CO\vgate, was the abode of 
Thomas Aitchison, master of the Mint; and there- 
in, in 1590, the provost and magistrates, at the ex- 
pense of the city, gave a grand banquet to the 
ambass,ùor and nobles of Denmark, who had come 
to Scotland in the train of Queen Anne. 
The handsome alcoved chamber in which the 


banquet was given existed till recently; but the 
style of the entertainment would seem to have been 
remarkable for abundance rather than elegance. 
There were simply bread and meat, with four boins 
of beer. four gangs of ale, and four puncheons of 
wine. The house, however, was hung with rich 
tapestry, and the tables were decorated with 
chandeliers and flowers. 'Ye hear, too, of napery, 
of " two dozen great vessels," and of "cup-buirds 
and men to keep them." Thefurnishing of the articles 
had been distributed among the dignitaries of the 
city, with some reference to their respective tr.Hles. 
Among those present at the banquet were Peiter 
Monck, admiral of Denmark; Stephen Brahe (.1 
relative, perhaps, of the great Tycho Rrahe) captain 
of Eslingburg; Braid Ransome 
Iaugaret; Theo- 
philus, Doctor of Laws; Henry Goolister, captain 
of Docastle; 'Villiam V.l.nderwent-whose names 
are doubtless all misspelt in the record. 
The" napery" on this occasion was provided by 
the Lord Provost, and the musicians, " fydleris at the 
bankit," as it is written in the Lord High Treasurer's 
account
, were paid for by him. He had also to 
pay" for furnessing fyftene fedder beddis to the 
Densis (Danes) within the palice of Halieruùhous." 
Murdoch's Close, a gloumy old cul-de-sac, lay 
between this alley and Skinner's Close, at the head 
of \\ hich was the town house of the Earls of Leven. 
The last who resided in Edinburgh, David, sixth 
Earl, who was born in 1722, and who was went, 
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when Royal Commissioner, to hold his levées in the following entry in the accounts of the High 
Fortl!ne's tavern, removed from Skinner's Close to Treasurer, unùer date February, 15 62 -3 :- 
a house at the north-west corner of Nicolson I "Item, allowit to the carpenter, be payment maid 
Square, and latterly at No.2, St. Andrew Square to Johne Achesoun, Maister Congreave, to Maister 
(now the London Hotel), where he died, in his William M'Dowgale, Maister of \\"erk, for e"pensis 
eightieth year, in 1802. maide be him vpon the bigging of the çwnge-house, 
In his lordship's time the office of Commissioner within the castell of Edinburgh, and beting of the 
to the Church, which he held from 1783 to 1801, was çwnge-hous within the Pal ice of Halierud-house, 
_Htended with more" pomp and circumstance" fra the xi. dJ.Y of Februar, 1559, zeris, to the 
than now. The levées 2 I of April, 15 60 , 
were numerously at- ,11111." III IInll 11011'''111111I1 ,1\11 1111111"""" "'I L460 4S. I." This 
tended by the Scot- I :
 ").\'''''': edifice probably 
tish nobility, and the ",Ij.
 perished during the 
O p enin g P rocession .L ,\ r.""f)
',j,I,.. siege of 1572, and the 
' II ' 
to the Assembly ,,' f: ..I., date over the nobly 
created great ex- 1 ,,' ,,1\1 and heavily moulded 
citement and en- 'I ,I. ' ,I,' , :I!' I doorway in the new 
thusiasm. The Sun- 'I ", ,,' '.' ,.
,,, "I Mint in the Cowgate 
day processions to II','" .I, 
I at the foot of Gray's 
church were usually "!,,,.\ ,,' ", ".1,. '...", , ,:' Close was 1574, with 
very attractive; there I' the legend in Roman 
was a strong military :.w...' ,',,,, , "',, letters, 
force always present, ÐEE JoIERCYFUL TO 
anfl as the regimental ME, 0 GOD. 
bands were all in re- Above this was a 
quisition, their music, deep round bevelled 
which always struck j
 niche, supposed to 
up the moment the _ - II have contained a bust 
procession began to of James VI. "This 
i'
e ftom the old, ", ", ',,1, '1 _( '. 
"I I I I ":'; remo=t of ooe of 


::p a

:;:
c:a:
 ì:- ' "j'i; I, I,,: ,\, ,I, ':, 1 ' 1 ' 1!lllf'" 

ve:o;:n
mp




 
many a sturdy Pres. " . /I "of Scotbnd, at that 
byteri::m, till it ceased LINTEL OF THE DOOR OF THE f,1II>T. date, is a curious sam- 
at the High Church (From a Drmuingby the Author.) pIe of the heavy ami 
door, whither the partially castellated 
Commissioner proceeded on foot, escorted by his I edifices of the periorl," says \\llson, describing 
guard of honour. the edifice prior to its removal. "The whole 
South Gray's, or the Mint Close, was one of the building was probably intended, when completed, 
stateliest alleys in the old city, and herein stood the to form a quadrangle, surrounded on every side by 
Crmzie HUllS, as the Scottish Mint was named the same substantial walls, well suiterl for defence 
(after its removal from near Holyrood in Queen against any ordinary assault, while its halls were 
Mary's tiine) till the Union in 1707, and until lately lighted from the enclosed court. The small win- 
its sombre and massive tower of finely polished dows in this part of the building remain in their 
ashlar projecting into the narrow thoroughfare of original state, being divided by an oaken transom, 
Cowgate, for three hundred and four years fonned I and. the under part closed by a pair of folding 
one of the leading features of the latter, and to the I shutters. The massive ashlar walls are relieved 
last the old edifice retained many traces of the im- I by ornamental stringcourses, and surmounted by 
portant operations that once went on within its crowsteps of the earliest form and elegant pro- 
walls. portions. . . . . The internal marks of former 
The first Mint House had been originally erected magnificence are more interesting than their ex- 
in the outer court of the palace of Hol}'rood, some- temal ones, not\\ ithstanding the humble uses to 
where near the Horse Wynd, from whence,ror grea ter which the buildings have latterly been applied; 
safety, it was removed to the castle, in which a new in particular some portions of a very fine oak 
Mint House had been built in 1559, as shown by ceiling still remain, wrought in Gothic panelling, 
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al
d re
aini
g trace
 .of the heraldic blazonry I It may surprise readers now to hear th1t much 
with winch It w

 ong.mall y 
dorned. Two large I of the gold coined i
 this establishment, and its 

nd handsome wmdo\\s, above the archway lead- predecessors, was natIve produce. 
mg t
 Toddrick's \\) nd,. give. light to this once The first historical notice we have of gold in 
magmficen.t hall, whIch IS saId to have formed Scotland is the grant by David I. to the Abbey of 
the counctl-room where the officers of the Mint Dunfermline, in 1153, of all the gold accruing to 
assembled 
o assay the metal, and to discuss the, the crown from Fife and Fotherif. About a century 
general affaIrs of the establishment." I later Gilbert, Bishop of Caithness (afterwards canon- 
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THIc OLD scornSH MINT. (Aft
ra Drawing by '.laltlesDr1l11l1Ilond, R.S.A.) 


Wilson wrote this in 1847, thirty years before the ised as St Gilbert), is credited with the discovery 
uld Scottish Mint was doomed to total destruction. of gold in Sutherlandshire; hut it was not until 
In the reign of Charles II. other buildings were the 15th century that gold. mining in Scotland 
added to the edifice of 1574, forming a st..1.tely became of sufficient importance to warrant its 
quadrangle, and there the national coin was pro- regulation by the Legislature. Thus, in Lp4, Par. 
duced till the Union, when a separate coinage was liament granted to the Crown all the gold mines in 
abandoned in both countries; but to gratify the realm, and also all the silver mines, that yielded 
prejudice, and the hope that many clung to, of three halfpennies of silver to the pound of lead. 
having the Cnion repealed, the offices were main-! The disaster at Flodden prevented immediate 
tainerl even though they were sinecures. This advantage being taken of the gold mines discovered 
court, with it
 buildings, was, like the royal mews, on Crawford l\Iuir in the reign of James IV.; but 
at the end of the Grassmarket-a sanctuary for in 1524 the famous Alhany medal was made from 
persons prosecuted for debt; and a small den near gold ohtained there; and it is apparent that much 
the top of the building OJ 1574, lighted by a little of the coin of James y, was minterl of native 
,,'indow looking westward up the Cowgate, was metal. Miners were brought from Germany, 
mecl as a gaol for dehtors anrl other delinquents, Holland, and Lorraine, anll they wor1.ed under the 
rondemned by the officers of the Mint. care of John Mossman, goldsmith, \\ho made a 
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crown for Mary of Guise, and inclosed with arch.:s 
the present crO\\ n of Scotland. 
The early gold coins of l\Iary's reign were of 
native ore, and, during the minority of James VI., 
Cornelius de Vos, a Dutchman, \\ ho had licence to 
seek for gold and silver, obtained considerable 
quantities, according to the records relating to 
mines and mining in Scotland, publIshed by 1\1r. 
Cochran-Patrick. 
The oldest gold coin found m Scotland bears 


under pain of death. The coms current in Scot- 
land in the reign of James III. were named the 
demi, the lion, the groat of the crown, the groat 
of the fleur-de-lis, the penny, farthing, and plack. 
English coins were also current, but their value 
was regulated by (he estates. From "Miscelleanea 
Scotica" we learn that in I 5 I 2 Sir Alexander 
Napier of 
[erchiston found gold in the Pentland 
Hills, and from the Balcarres 1\[5S. (in the Advo- 
cates' Library) he and his son figure conspicuously 
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RELICS OF l"HE OLD SCOTTISH 
IINT. 


1 , Delicate Set of Balances. 2. Die4õ: 3, Punch; 4. Impl
ments for Knarling the COins; 5. Large Tir:ing-pin of the Great Door: 6, Roller for 
Flattening the Silver; 7. Kt:y or the l\lint Door. (F,oln Originals "ow in tM Scottish A nt'fJU4"ian Ml4s
Il"'.) 


the nameof Robert, but which of the three monarchs 
so called is uncertain. Gold was not coined in 
England till 1257. The fi rst gold coins struck in 
Scotland were of a broad surface and very thin. 
There is some doubt about \\ hen copper coinage 
was introduced, but in 1466, during- the reign of 
James [J I., an Act was passed to the effect that, 
for the benefit of the poor, "there be cuinyied 
copper money. four to the (siher) penny, having on 
the one part the cross ofSt. Andrew and the cronn, 
and on the other f,art the subscription of Edin- 
burgh," together \\ ith J A
IES R. 
The same monarch issued a silver coin contain- 
ing an alloy of copper, \\ hich went under the name 
of black mone), and to ensure the circulation of 
this depreciated rain the parliament ordained that 
no counterfeits of it be taken in payment, or used, 


in connection with the Mint, of which the latter was 
general for some years after 1592. 
In 1572 the Regent Morton coined base money 
in his castle at Dalkeith, and by proclamation 
made it pass current for thrice its real ,alue; and 
ha ving got rid of it all in 1575, by paying workmen 
in the repair of Edinburgh Castle and other public 
places, he issued a council order reducing it to its 
intrinsic y.due, an act of oppression which won him 
the hatred of the people. In the reign of James 
VI., all the sih er coin, extending to two hundred 
and eleven stone tcn pounds in weight, nas called 
in, anrl a coin was issued from the 1\1int in Gray's 
Close, "in ten shilling pieces of eleven pennies 
fine," having on one side his effigy with the in- 
scription, Jacobus VI-, Dei GMlfa Rer: Scolon/m, 
on the other the ro) al arms, cro\\ neù. I n his reign 
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were also struck some very small copper coins I side of the Mint court which, during his lifetime, 
called pennies, worth one-twelfth of the sterling he conceived to be the most central and suitable 
penny, inscribed, Nemo lIle inzpullè lacessit; but in place for the erection of his future hospital, and 
those day
 the manufacture of coins was not con- which he describes in his will (see the Appendix 
fined to the capital alone. I to Stevens' biography) as "theis my tenements of 
Balfour records that, in 1604, "the Laird of landes, &c., lyal
d on the south side of the King 
Merchiston, General of the Cunyie House, went to his High Streit thairoff, betwixt the Cloise or 
London to treat with the English Commissioners Veoall, callit Gray's Clois, or Coyne-hous Cloise, 
anent the (new) cunyie, who, to the great am aLe- at the east, the Wynd or Venall, callit Todrig's 
ment of the English, carried his business with a \\'ynd, at the west, and the said Coyne-hous Cloise 
great deal of dexterity and skill." I at the south." 
In the closing days of the Mint as an active His tenements there were found to be ruinous, 
estaulishment, the coining-house was 111 the ground and every way unsuitaule for the purpose for which 
floor of the building on the north side of the they were designed by his executors, and the build- 
court; in the adjoining house on the east the ings which afterwards formed the north side of the 
coinage was polished and fitted for circulation. I quadrangle were those erected in the reign of 
The chief instruments used were a hammer and Charles II. in 1674. 
steel dies, upon which the various devices were I On the 22nd of February, 1656, during the Pro- 
engraved. The metal being previously prepared of tectorate of Cromwell, a committee was appointed 
the proper fineness and thickness, was cut into by the Commissioners of the shire of Edinburgh, 
longitudinal slips, and a square piece being cut for the equalisation of the assessment, "and for . 
from the slip, it was afterwards rounded and the more speedie effectuating thereof, the whole 
adjusted to the weight of the coin to be made. heritors, liferenters, woodsetters, anù other persons 
The blank pieces of metal were then placed \\hatsomever, liable in payment of cess," were 
uetween two dies, and the upper one struck with ordered to appear before the said committee, at 
a hammer. After the Restoration another method the Judge Advocate's lodging at foot of Gray's 
was introduced at Gray's Close-that of the mill Close, on certain forenoons in l\'Iarch, according to 
and screw, which, modified with many improve- a paper in the Scottish Literary Þ.lagazÏtle for 
ments, is stiU in use. At the Union, the ceremony I 1819. 
of destroying the dies of the Scottish coinage took I The door to the floors above the coining-house 
place in the 
1int. After being heated red hot in in the Mint bore the letters" C. R. II., t;od save 
a furnace. they were defaced by three impressions the King, 1674." Here was the lodging of Archi- 
of a punch, "which were of course visible on the bald ninth earl of .'\rgyle, during his attendance on 
dies as long as they existed; but it must be re- the Parliament, after Charles I I. had most unex- 
corded that all these implements, which would now pectedly restored him to his father's title. Under 
have been great curiosities, are lost, and none of date November 22nd, 168(, only a few days after 
the machinery remains but the press, which, weigh- I the escape of the Earl from the Castle, disguiserl as 
ing about half a ton, was rather too large to be his stepdaughter's page, Lord FountainhaU records 
readily appropriated, otherwise it would have that "Joseph Brown and James Clark, having 
followed the rest." poinded the Earl of Argyle's cabinet forth of the 
The Scottish currency was, when abolished in coin-house at Edinburgh, for a debt owing to them 
1707, of only one-twelfth the value sterling, and by the Earl's bond, the said cauinet having ueen 
L 1 00 Scots equalled L8 6s. 8d. sterling; or L I rescued from them by violence, they gave in a 
Scots equalled IS. 8d. sterling. The merk was complaint to the Privy Council of the riotous de- 
13s. 4d. Scots, and the plack,2 bodIes, equal to forcement." 
4d. Scots. I In defence it was alleged that the l\Iint was a 
The ancient key of the Mint is preserved, with sanctuary, and no poinding could be enforced 
some other relics of it, in the Scottish Antiquarian there. It was answered that it was unknown 
Museum. I whether it was by law or usurpation that the l\Iint 
The goldsmiths connected with the Mint appear was an asylum, and that it could protect only those 
to have had apartments either within the quad- in the service of the King; "but to extend this to 
rangle or in its immediate neighbourhood, and extraneous persons running in there to avoid cap- 
there is no doubt that it W;JS the professional avoca- tions, much less to secure goods and plenishing, &c., 
lions of the great George Heriot that led to his is absurd. They fearing the want of this, alleged 
obtaining the large tenement that formed the north I that the wright \\ ho maùe it (the cabinet) retained 
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it jure /aci/o h;po/hecæ till he was paid the price sons, Robert, entered at the Scottish Bar in 1764, 
of it." i and distinguishing himself highly as a lawyer, was 
The same house was, in the succeeding century, raised to the bench in 1796, as Lord Cullen. He 
occupied by Dr. William Cullen, the eminent cultivated elegant literature, and contributed several 
physician; while Lord Hailes lived in the more papers of acknowledged talent to the Afirror and 
ancient lodging in the south portion of the Mint, L(lltn.f.er; but it was chiefly in the art of conversa- 
prior to his removal to the modern house which I tion that he shone. When a young man, and 
he built for hÍmself in New Street, Canongate. resident with his father in the Mint Close, he was 
William Cullen was born in Lanarkshire, in famous for his power of mimicry. He was very 
1710, and after passing in medicine at Glasgow, I intimate with Dr. Robertson, the historian, then 
made several voyages as surgeon of a merchantman Principal of the university. 
between London and the Antilles; but tiring of "To show that Robertson was not likely to be 
the sea, he took a country practice at Hamilton, imitated it may be mentioned from the report of a 
and his luckily curing the duke of that name of an gentleman who has often heard him ma1.ing public 
illness, secured him a patronage for the future, and orations, that when the students observed him pause 
after various changes, in 1756, on the death of Dr. for a word, and would themselves mentally supply 
Plummer, he took the vacant chair of chemistry I it they invariably found that the word which he did 
in the U ni versity of Edinburgh. On the death use was different fram that which they had hit upon. 
. . r 
of Dr. Alston he succeeded him as lecturer 111 I Cullen, however, could imitate him to the life, either 
materia medica, and three years afterwards re- in the more formal speeches, or in his ordinary dis- 
signed the chair of chemistry to his own pupil, course. He would often, in entering a house which 
Dr. Black, on being appointed professor of the the Principal was in the habit of visiting, assume 
theory of medicine. his voice in the lobby and stair, and when arrived 
As a lecturer Dr. Cullen exercisedagreat influence at the drawing-room door, astonish the family by 
over the state of opinion relative to the science turning out to be-Bob Cullen." 
of medicine, and successfully combated the spe- On the west side of the Mint were at one time 
cious doctrines of Boerhaave depending on the the residences of Lord BeIhaven, the Countess of 
humoral pathology; his own system was founded Stair, Douglas of Cavers, and other distinguished 
on the enlarged view of the principles of Frederick tenants, including Andrew Pringle, raised to the 
Hoffman. The mere enumeration of his works on bench, as Lord Haining,in 1729. The main entrance 
medicine would fill a page, but most of them were to these lodgings, like that on the south, was by a 
translated into nearly every Eu
opean language. stately flight of steps and a great doomay, furnished 
He continued his practice as a physician as well as with an enormous knocker, and a beautiful example 
his medical lectures till a few months before his of its ancient predecessor, the ris}>, or Scottish 
death, when the infirmities of age induced him to tirling-pin. 
resign his professorship, and one of many addresses The Edil1bu1"..r:h COllrant of August 12, 1708, has 
he received on that occasion was the following:- the following strange announcement :- 
" On the 8th of January, 1790, the Lord Provost, "George Williamson, translator (i.e. cobbler) in 
magistrates, and Council of Edinburgh, voted a Edinburgh, commonly known by the name of Bl>7l'ed 
piece of plate of fifty guineas of value to Dr. Cullen, I Geordie, who swims on face, back, or any posture, 
as a testimony of their respect for his distinguished forwards or backwards, and performs all the antics 
merits and abilities and his eminent services to the that any swimmer can do, is willing to attend any 
university during the period of thirty-four years, I gentlemen and to teach them to swim, or perform 
in which he has held an academical chair. On the: his antics for their divertisement : is to be found at 
plate was engraved an inscription expressive of the Luckie Reid's, at the foot of Gray's Close, on the 
high sense the magistrates, as patrons of the uni- south siqe of the street, Edinburgh." 
versity. had of the merit of the Professor, and of I Elphinstone's Court, in the close adjoining the 
their esteem and regard." l\Iint, was so named from Sir James Elphinstone, who 
l\Iost honourable to him also were the resolutions built it in 1679, and from whom the lofty tenement 
passed on the 27th of January by the entire I therein passed to Sir Francis Scott of Thirl
tane. 
SenatLls Academicus; but he did not survive those The latter sold it to Patrick Wedderburn, who 
honours long, as he dierl at his .house in the Mint, I assumed the title of Lord Chesterhall on his eleva. 
on the 5th of February, 1790, in his eightieth year. i tion to the bench in 1755. His son, Alexander 
By his wife-a I\Iiss Johnston, who died there in I \Vedderburn, afterwards Lord Loughborough, first 
17 86 - he had a numerous family. One of his. Earl of Rosslyn, and Lord High Chancellor of 
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England, resided here while practising at the one of the judges, on which he threw off his gown, 
Scottish Bar. He was born in East Lothian, in and declared that never again would he plead in a 
1733, where his great-grandfather, Sir Peter Wed- place where he was subjected to insult. 
derlJUrn of Gosford, was a man of influence in the I All unaware of the brilliant future that awaited 
reign of Charles 11., and rose to be an eminent him, with much regret he quitted the Scottish 
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ELPHI:oISTONE COURT. 


lawyer and judge. Admitted an advocate at the courts for ever, was called to the English bar in 
early age of nineteen, he obtained a full share of 1753, and soon gained fresh fame as counsel for 
practice, and the rooms of his mansion in Elphin- I the great Lord Clive; and in 1768-9 his eloquence 
stone Court were frequently crowded hyhis clients; I in the famous Douglas cause \\'on him the notice 
but ha\ ing gained a cause in which the celebrated of I oni Camden and the friendship of the Earls of 
Lockhart (Lord Covington) \\as the opposing Bute and Mansfield. He sat in the Commons as 
counsel, that eminent barrister, in bitter chagrin at member for the Inverary Burghs, and for Bishop's 
his signal defeat, styled him "a presumptuous 1 Castle, and in I 780 was raised to the British peer- 
boy." Young Wedderburn's reply was so terribly age as Lord Loughborough, in the county of 
sarcastic as to draw upon him a severe rebuke from I Leicester. In April, 1783, he united with Lord 
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North in forming the celebrated Coalition Ministry,' The memory of the early friendships he formed 
in which he held the appointment of first Com- with the" select society" of Edinburgh, including 
missioner for keeping the Great Seal. On its David Hume, Robertson, Adam Smith, and Blair, 
dissolution, he joined the Opposition under Fox; he cherished with unceasing fondness. " His 
but, amid the alarm of the expected French inva- ambition was great," says Sir Egerton Brydges. 
sion, he gave in his adhesion to the Administration "and his desire of office unlimited. He could 
of Pitt, and on succeeding Lord Thurlow as Lord argue with great ingenuity on either side, so that 
High Chancellor, in April, 1801, was created Earl it was difficult to anticipate his future by his past 
of Rosslyn in Midlothian, and then, when nearly I opinions." He died of an apoplectic fit in 1805, 
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THE EARL OF SI\LKIRK'S HOUSE, HYNDFORD'S CLOSE (Soli/II mew). 
(Frl'1II the Engraving ii, SIr' Walter Scott.s II R
dgau"tlet,'
 hy þ
lmissitm of Messrs. A. and C. Blnck.) 


worn-out with the fatigues of a long and active ' anrl was interred in St. Paul's Cathedral at Lon- 
career, he retired from public life. don. Shortly after the death of his father, Lord 
When visiting his native capital for the last time, Chesterhall, which occurred in 1756, he sold the 
after an ab
ence of nearly fifty years, with an old mansion in Elphinstone Court to John Camp- 
emotion which did him honour, he caused himself bell, a senator under the title of I onl Stonefield, 
to be carried in a sedan chair to Elphinstone Court, who succeeded Lord Gardenstone as a justiciary 
in that now obscure part of the city. that he might judge, and who retained his seat upon the bench 
again see the house in which his father dwelt, and till his death in June, [80 [. It is somewhat re- 
where his own early years as a boy and as a barrister mark.tble that his two immediate predecessors 
had been spent. He expressed particular anxiety occupied the same seat for a period of ninety 
to know if a set of holes in the paved court before years; Lord Royston having been appointed a 
his father's door, which he had used for some youth- judge in 17 10, and Lord Tinwald in 1744. By 
ful sport were still in existence; and finding them still his wife, Lady Grace Stuart, daughter of John 
there intact, it is related that as all the past came third Earl of Bute, he had several sons, all of whom 
upon him, the veteran statesman burst into tcars. pre-dereased him. Thc second of these W.lS the 
36 



274 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[HIgh Street. 


gallant Lieutenant-Colonel John Campbell, of the' gaseous fluid, to which some eminent modern 
Black Watch, whose memorable defence of Man- philosophers have given the name of azote, and 
galore from l\Iay, .1783, to January, 1784, arrested others of nitrogen." 
the terrible career of Tippoo Sahib, and shed a That Dr. Rutherford first discovered this gas is 
glory over the British camp
ign in l\I ysore. The now generally admitted; and, as Bower remarks 
colonel died of exhaustion at Bombay soon after. in his" History of the University of Edinburgh," 
Upon leaving Elphinstone Court, his father re- the reputation of his discovery being speedily 
sided latterly in George Square, where he died in spread through Europe, his character as a chemist 
June, 1801. of the first eminence was firmly established He 
Midway up South Gray's Close, a tall turreted I died suddenly on the 15th of December, 1819, 
mansion, with a tolerably good garden long attached I in his seventy-first year, and it was somewhat re- 
to it, and having an entrance from Hyndford'S' Close, markable that one of his sisters died two days after 
was the town residence of the Earls of Selkirk- him, on the 17th, and another, the excellent mother 
there, at least in [742, resided Dunbar, fourth of Sir Walter Scott, within seven days of the latter, 
Earl (eldest son of Basil Hamilton, of Baldoon), viz., on the 24th of the same month, and that none 
who resumed the name of Douglas on his succeed- of the three knew of the death ûf the other, so 
ing to the honours of Selkirk. He married a cumbrous were the postal arrangements of those 
grand-daughter of Thomas, Earl of Haddington, days. "Sir Walter Scott, who," says Robert Cham- 
anù had ten children, one of whom, Lord Daer, on bers, " being a nephew of that gentleman, was often 
attaining manhood, became, at the commencement in the house in his young days, communicated to 
of the French Revolution, an adherent of that me a curiuus circumstance connected with it. It 
movement and a "Friend of the People ;" and appears that the house immediately adjacent was 
deeming the article of the Union with Enghnd, on not furnished with a stair wide enough to allow of 
which was founded the exclusion of the eldest sons a coffin being carried down in decent fashion. It 
of Scottish peers from representing their native haù, therefore, what the Scottish law calls a serzlÍ- 
country in Parliament, and from voting at elec- tude upon Dr. Rutherford's house, conE:rring the 
tions there, injurious, insulting, and incorrectly perpetual liberty of bringing the deceased inmates 
interpreted, he determined to try the question; through a passage into that house, and down its 
but decisions were given against him in the Court stair into the lane," thus affording another curious 
of Session and House of Lords. He pre-deceased example of how confined and narrow were the 
his father, who died in 1799. abodes of the ancient citizens. It was latterly the 
The next occupant of that old house was Dr. priest's house of St. Patrick's Roman Catholic 
Daniel Rutherford, professor of botany, and said I church, and was beautifully restored by the late 
to be the first disco\Oerer or inventor of gas. For Dr. Marshall, but is now demolished. 
his thesis, on taking his degree of M.D. at the I In Edgar's map of Edinburgh in q65 the 
University of Edinburgh in 1772, he chose a I whole space between the Earl of Selkirk's house 
chemical subject, De Aere .lI:fephitico, whiLh, from on the west and St. .Mary's Wynd on the east, and 
the originality of its views, obtained the highest I between the lVIarquis of Tweeddale's house on the 
encomiums from Dr. Black. In this dissertation he I north, nearly to the Cowgate Port on the south, is 
demonstrated, though without explaining its pro- shown as a fine open space, pleasantly planted 
perties, "the existence of a peculiar air, or new I with rows of trees and shrubbery. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 


ALLEYS OF THE HIGH STREET-(concludt'd). 


The House of the Earls of Hyndford-The Three Romps of Monreith-Anne, Countess of Balcarres-South Fou\is' Close-The "End- 
nlylie.s Well "-- Fountain Close-The Honse of Bailie Fullerton-Purchast of Property for the Royal College of Physicians-New Episcopal 
Chapd-Tweeddale Close-The HOUfoe of rhe Alarquis of TweeddaJe-Hise of rhe Brirish Linen Company-The lwl)'sterious lwlurder of 
Begbie-The World'. End Close-The Stanfield Tragedy-Titled Residenter. in Old Town Clo,es. 


THE mansion of the FarIs of IIyndford immedi- 
ately adjoined that of the Earls of Selkirk, and the 
two edifices were thrown into one to form a 
Catholic chapel house, but the former gave its name 
to Hyndford's Close. "This was a Scottish peer- 


age." says Robert Chambers, "not without its 
glories-witness particularly the third earl, who 
acted as ambassador in succession to Prussia, to 
Russia, and to Vienna. It is now extinct; its 
biìouterie, its pictures, including portraits of Maria 
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Theresa, and other royal and imperial personages, i In the beginning of the reign of George III. here 
which had been presented as friendly memorials to lived Lady l\Iaxwell of l\lonreith, née Magdalene 


the ambassador, have all been dispersed by the 
salesman's hammer, and Hyndford's Close, on my 
trying to get into it lately in 1 86F, was inaccessible 
(literally) from filth." Another writer, in 1856, says 
in his report to the magistrates, "that, with proper 
drainage, causeway, and cleanliness, it might be 
made quite respectable." 
Prior to the Carmichaels of Ii yndford it had 
been, for a time, the residence of the Earls 01 
Stirling, the first of whom ruined himself in the 
colonisation of Nova Scotia, for which place he 
set sail with fourteen ships filled with emigrants 
and cattle in 1630. Here then, in this now 
humble but once most picturesque locality-for 
the house was singularly so, with its overhanging 
timber gables, its small court and garden sloping 
to the south-lived John third Earl of Hyndford, 
the living representative of a long line of warlike 
ancestors, including Sir John Carmichael of that 
ilk, who broke a spear with the Duke of Clarence 
at the battle of Bauge-en-Anjou, when the Scots 
ronted the English, the Duke was slain, and Car- 
michael had added to his paternal arms a dexter 
hand and arm, holding a broken spear. 
In 1732 he was Lieutenant-Colonel of a com- 
pany in the Scots Foot Guards, and was twice 
Commissioner to the General Assembly before 
1740, and was Lord of Police in Scotland. In the 
following year, when Frederick the Great invaded 
Silesia, he was sent as plenipotentiary extraordi- 
nary to adjust the differences that occasioned the 
war, and at the conclusion of the Treaty of Breslau 
had the Order of the Thistle conferred upon him 
by George II., receiving at the same time a grant 
from Frederick, dated at Berlin, 30th September, 
1742, for adding the eagle of Silesia to his paternal 
arms of Hyndford, with the motto Ex bene l/lerzlo. 
He was six years an ambassador at the Russian 
Court, and it was by his able negociations that 30,000 
Muscovite troops contributed to acceler.tte the 
peace which was concluded at Aix-la-Chapelle. 
These stirring events over, the year 1752 saw 
him leave his old abode in that narrow close off 
the High Street, to undertake a mission of the 
greatest importance to the Court of Vienna. On 
the death of Andrew Earl of Hyndford and Vis- 
count Inglisberry, in 1817, the title became ex- 
tinct, but is claimed by a baronet of the name of 
Carmichael. 
The entry and stair on the west side of H ynd- 
ford's Close was alw.tys a favourite residenc
, in 
consequence of the ready access to it from the 
High Street. 


Blair of that ilk, and there she educated and 
reared her three beautiful daughters-Catharine, 
Jane, and Eglantine (or Eglintoun, so named aftel 
the stately Countess Sus,mna who lived in the Old 
Stamp Office Close), the first of whom became the 
wife of Fordyce of Aytoune, the second in 1767, 
Duchess of Gordon, and the third, Lady Wallace 
of Craigie. 
Their house had a dark passage, and in going 
to the dining-room the kitchen door was passed, 
according to an architectural custom, common in 
old Scottish and French houses; and such was 
the thrift and so cramped the accommodation 
in those times, that in this passage the laces 
and fineries of the three young beauties were 
hung to dry, while coarser garments were dis- 
played from a window pole, in the fashion 
common to this day in the same localities for the 
convenience of the poor. "So easy and familiar 
were the manners of the great, fabled to be so 
stiff and decorous," says the author of" Traditions 
of Edinburgh," who must vouch for the story, 
"that l\Iifs Eglantine, aftenvards Lady Wallace, 
used to be sent across the street to the Fountain 
Well for water to make tea. Lady l\laxwell's 
daughters were the wildest romps imaginable. An 
old gentleman who was their relation, told me that 
the first time he saw these beautiful girls was in 
the High Street, where Miss Jane, afterwards 
Duchess of Gordon, was riding upon a sow, which 
Miss Eglantine thumped lustily behind with a 
stick. It must be understood that in the middle 
of the eighteenth century vagrant swine went as 
commonly about the streets of Edinburgh as dogs 
do in our own day, and were more generally fol- 
lowed as pets by the children of the last generation. 
It may, however, be remarked, that the sows upon 
which the Duchess of Gordon and her witty sister 
rode when children, were not the common vagrants 
of the High Street, but belonged to Peter Rams.y, 
of the mn in St. l\Iary's '''ynd, and were among 
the last that were permitted to roam abroad. The 
romps used to watch the animals as they were let 
loose in the forenoon in the stable yarå (where they 
lived among the horse litter) and got upon theiI 
backs the moment they issued from the close." 
Their eldest brother, Lieutenant-Colonel Max- 
well, of the 74th Highlanders, commanded the 
grenadier companies of the army under Cornwallis 
in the war against Tippoo, and died in India in 
1800. 
In the same stair with Lady l\Iaxwelllived Anne 
D.llrymple, Connte,>s of J .lInes fifth btrl of Bal- 
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carres, who died in 1768, a lady who is said to of towers on hills and haughs than the degradation 
have been the progenitrix of as many persons as of an Edinburgh close; but I cannot help thinking 
ever any woman was in the same space of time, on the simple and cosie retreats where worth and 
fo
 Sir Bernard Burke records. her as having eight I talent, 
nd elegance to boot, were often nestled, 
children and fifteen grandchildren. Her eldest .llld which now are the resort of misery, filth, 
daughter, Anne-and of all her family almost the poverty, and vice." 
only one remembered now-w,tS the authoress of The little tea-parties of Lady Balcarres, who was 
the sweet ballad of Auld Robin Gray, written to a daughter of Sir Robert Dalrymple of Castleton, 
the ancient Scottish air called "The bridegroom were always famous for the strong infusion of Jaco- 
greets when the sun gaes doon." She was born, bite spirit that pervaded them, attainted peers and 
on the 
th of Decem- baronets being always 
ber, 1750, and was ,", _ ---,..--- --- y;;; spoken of, or an- 
married to Sir Andrew -, 1.) .;; '-J" 
 ' nounced, with their old 
),' I ',/ I P. 
Barnard, Colonial ,\ ,,"-',; :''( . . -'
 , 4 " I , I'j '1;. '
r, Scottish rank and titles' 
Secretary :..t the Cape " ,( I - -" , in defiance of all acts 
of Good Hope, and It,!. 1 _ - - . 
 
 I' ,
:\ . I!:\ I, of attainder, though she 
she died at Berkeley 01\' ',;, ',['1', "'.J _ ",:'\\'1 1 lived to see the ninth 
Square, London, In I h \. ' A'j . 
 'iL I, ,. '...<' 1 
 year of the reign of 
1825, after surviving III '1 _

 ., I, 1 ':;
Jt.i George III. 
her husband eighteen \. 

:íf:, t,.... 
. ,t;:'
ll:J. ,- : The next alley, called 
years. The whole his- 'I 
 1!lli'" ) ',
'!;- t '(
"!f;
 South Foulis' Close, is 
tory of the ballad, and ! I t.! >, I: 
 t
;i:. ',
' " " 
 f ;"': 
 named Fowler's in 
her aurhorship thereof, 'I ' 
;I I 
 ' '!t l "" ç> U Edgar's map of the 
are too well known to 1 11 II '11' ,I" ,'
 city, and some portion 
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she wrote it, is in- .....'" I 'I', liri' ,

,. tion oft 544, as Wilson 
variablyomittednow:-- ' l -'!" "'6'

 I"'" .., 
 m'I":rl 
: refers to a large man- 
, d! I ' ,1' Ii' II' .: 1 
HJ ;,' ,I sion" that bears the 
"When the sheep are in l' ,\ 1 1 I II 'i P , ,1 1 __- , ', I 1 ' , 
r(J òate 1539 over ItS 
the fau!.l, and the kye . I 
 I \ 'I[ 
a' at harne , " It ' , Ii '

.o=.
' \ , ,: " "'- I nmin doorway, with 
-' ,,-:-; ;, 
 
 ft l l f! I ..'
 
When a' the weary world ,-'=.-' ::, ' 

 'Ii>'" I ;.: 
 two coats of arms im- 
to sleep are gane, ,', 
.Æ-I '.' j 
 ' "", paled on one large 
The waes 0' my heart fa' "II -<ç.
t t. ,I, ' 4,J,! '" shield in the centre, 
in showers from myee' lr l " 
 . '''3, '" 


' '.; 1 ,, 1 but all now greatly de- 
While my gudeman lies " - 
:. ," , /J 
d b .. -- J" L '" I' faced. Another nearl y 
soun y me. ,,1-' " I 
" 
 
 Co.;: 
 - . " opposite to it exhibits 
THE FARL OF SEI KIRK'S HOUSF, HYNDFORD'S CLOSE (1-Vest view). an old oak door, orna- 
(From an F.''íi'rm,i''l{ in Sir Walt
r Scott's "R
dKaunt/
t:' mented with fine carv- 
hy þ
rmissio" of M
ssrs. A. and C. Black.) ing, still in tolerable 
preservation, although 
the whole place has been (1847) converted into 
store-rooms and cellars." As in many other in- 
stances, not even a tradition or a memory of the 
names even of the great or noble who dwelt here 
has come down to us. 
The close nunbered as 90 in Edgar's old map is 
called the Fountain, it is supposed from the cir- 
cumstance of its entrance being opposite the stone 
conduit in the recess near John Knox's house. A 
fountain named" the Endmylie's Well," frequently 
occurs in old historical works connected with the 
city, or offices therein, but whether it is the same 
cannot be determined now. William Powrie, one 
of Bothwell's accomplices in the murder of Darnley, 


Dr. D:miel Ruther- 
ford was, of course, a 
close neighbour of the 
Countess of Balcarres, 
and from Lord Lindesay's " Lives of the Lindesays " 
we learn that his nephew, Walter Scott, when a boy, 
occasionally accompanied his aunt on visits to the 
Countess of Balcarres, and some forty years after, 
when having occasion to correspond with Lady 
Anne, he wrote: "I remember the locale of Hynd- 
ford's Close perfectly, even to the Indian screen 
with harlequin and columbine, and the harpsi- 
chord, though 1 never had the pleasure of hearing 
Lady Anne' play upon it I suppose the close, 
once too clean to soil the hem of your ladyship's 
garment, is now a resort for the lowest mechanirs 
-and so wears the worM away. , . . It is. to be 
6ure, more picturesque to lament the desolation 
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says, after they heard the explosion at the K.irk-of- hideous in the eyes of the reformers, "playing a 
field, "thai past away togidder out at the Frier I Robin Hood," as we have related in our account of 
Yet, and sinderit when thai came to the Cowgate, the Tolbooth, and woula have hanged him there- 
pairt up the Blackfriar Wynd and pairt up the for, had not the armed trades made themselves 
cloiss which is ,máer the Endmylie's Well." fairly masters of the city. 
On the east side of the Close, and opposite to In January, 1571, he sat as Commissioner for 
the house of Bassandyne the printer, one with a the City in the General Assembly which met at 
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TWEEDDAI E HOUSE. 


highly ornamented double doorway, was themansion Leith, and in the summer of the same year he was 
of Adam Fullerton, a man of great note in his time, made captain of two hundred armed citizens, who 
and an active coadjutor of the early reformers. formed themselves into a band or company, and 
The northern door lintel had the legend- joined the forces of the Regent in that seaport, (or 
V in Vn-a which he was denounced as a traitor to his Queen; 
Cit. ONLY. BE. CRYST-ADAM FVLLERTON. Tas. and by an act of the Estates, sitting in the Tolbooth, 
and the southern- and presided over on the 18th of August by the 
ARIS. O. LORD-MAIRIORIE. ROGER. 1573. Duke of Chatelherault, many rebels to the Queen, 
He was one of the Bailies of Edinburgh in 1561, "formost among whom is Adam Fullerton," were 
who, with the Provost, committed to ward the declared to have forfeited their lives, lands. goods, 
craftsman who had been guilty of that enormity so , and coats of arms. His house in the Fountain 
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Close was stized, and a battery erected on the I Till the erection of St. Paul's in V ork Place, the 
summit thereof to assail tht King's men. In the Fountain Close formed the only direct communi- 
"HisLOrie of James Sext" we are told that the cation to this the largest and most fashionable 
Regent Earl of Mar brought nine pieces of ordnance Episcopal church in Edinburgh, that which was 
up the Canongate to assail the 1'< ether bow Port, built near the Cuwgate Port in 177 [. 
but changed their position" to a fauxbourg of the I Tweeddale's Close, the next alley on the east, 
town, callit Pleasands, "from whence to batter the was the scene of a terrible crime, the memory of 
Flodden wall and to oppose a platform of guns which, though enacted so long ago as 1806, is still 
erected on the house of Adam Fullerton. fresh in the city. The stately house which gave 
When this sharp but brief civil ùisorùer ended, its name to the Close, and was the town residence 
Adam returned to his strong mansion in the Foun- of the Marquises of Tweeddale, still remains, 
tain Close once more, and on the 4th of December, I though the ,. plantation of lime-trees behind it," 
157 2 , he and Mr. John Paterson appear together mentioned by Defoe in his" Tour," and shown in 
as Commissaries for the city of Edinbu
gh, and seven great rows on Edgar's map, is a thing of 
the supposition IS, that the datt, 1573, referred the pJ.st. . 
to repairs upon the house, after what it had I E\ en after the general desertion of Edinburgh 
suffered from the cannon of l\Iar. Thus, says by the Scottish noblesse at the Union, this fine old 
\Vilson, "the VÙ1Ci! z'eritas of tÌJe brave old mansion (which, notwithstanding great changes, 
burgher acquires a new force, when we consider still retains traces of magnificence) was for a time 
the circumsta.nces that dictated its inscription, and the constant residence of the Tweeddale family. 
the desperate struggle in which he had borne a It was first built and occupied by Dame Margaret 
leading part, before he returned to carve these Kerr Lady Vester, daughter of Mark first Earl of 
pious aphorisms over the threshold that had so Lothian. She was born in [572, and was wife of 
recently been held by his enemies." James the seventh Lord Vester, in whose family 
With a view to enlarging the library of the there occurred a singular event. His page, Hep- 
College of Physicians, in 1704, that body pur- burn, accused his l\Iaster of the Horse of a design 
chased from Sir Jamts Mackenzie his house and to poison him; the latter denied it; the affair 
ground at the foot of the Fountain Close. The was brought before the Council, who agreed that 
price paid was 3,500 merks (.:6194 8s. lod.). To it should be determined by single combat, in 1595, 
this, in seven years afterwards, was added an and this is supposed to have been the last of such 
adjoining property, which conn
cted it with the judicial trials by battle in Scotland. 
Cowgate, .. then a genteel and busy thoroughfare," I By Lady Vester, who founded the church that 
and for which 2,300 merks (,;/;127 15s. 6d.) were' still bears her name in the city, the mansion, with 
given. From Edgar's map it appears that the all its furniture, was bestowed upon her grandson, 
premises thus acquired by the College of Phy- John second Earl of Tweeddale (and ninth Lord 
sicians were more extensive than those occupied Vester), who joined Charles I. when he unfurled 
by any individual or any other public body in his standard at Nottingham in 1642. Six years 
the city. The ground was laid out in gardens subsequently, when a Scottish army under the 
and shrubbery, and was an object of great ad- Duke of Hamilton, was raised, to rescue Charles 
miration and emy to the nobility and gentry, to from the EnglIsh, the Earl, then Lord Yester, com- 
several of whom the privilege of using the pleasure manded the East Lothian regiment of 1,200 men. 
grounds was accorded as a favour. Consider- After the execution of Charles I. he continued 
ing the locality now, how strangely does all this with the regal party in Scotland, assisted at the 
read! coronation of Charles IL, and against Cromwell 
The whole of the buildings must have been in he defended his castle of Neidpath longer than any 
a dilapidated, if not ruinous state, for expensive place south of the Forth, except Borthwick. With 
repairs were found to be necessary on first taking all this loyalty to his native princes, he came 
possession, and the same head of expenditure early into the Revolution movement, and in 1692 
constantly recurs in accounts of the treasurer of was created, by William III., Marquis of Tweed. 
the College; and so early as 17 I 1 a design was dale, with the office of Lord High Chancellor of 
pm posed for the erection of a new hall at the foot Scotland, and died five years afterwards. 
ofthe Fountain Close; and after nine years' delay, I The next occupant of the house, John, second 
2,900 merks were borrow
d, and a new building ;\[arquis, received ,;/;1,000 for his vote at the 
erected, but it was sold in [720 for L;800, as a site Union, and was one of the first set of sixteen 
for the new Episcopal Chapel. : representative peers. The last of the family who 
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resided here was John, fourth 
larlfuis, who \\as I A charter was obtained in accordance with their 
Secretary of State for Scotland from 1742 till 1745, views and wishes, establishing the British Linen 
when he resigned the office, on which the Govern- Company as a corporation, and bestowing upon 
ment at once availed themselves of the opportunity it ample privileges, not only to manufacture and 
for leaving it vacant, as it has remained ever since. deal in linen fabrics, but also to do all that 
He died in 1762, and soon after the carriage- I might conduce to the promotion thereof; and 
entrance and the fine old terraced garden of the authority was given to raise a capital of .;[100,000, 
house, which lay on the slope westward, were to be enlarged by future \\arrants under the 
removed to make way for the Eviscopal church in sign manual of his 
Iajesty, his heirs and suc- 
the Cowgate--doomed in turn to be forsaken by cessors, to such sums as the affairs of the company 
its founders, and even by their successor
. I might .require. After, this t
e comp
ny engaged to 
From the Tweeddale family the mansIOn passed a considerable eJ\.tent 111 the importation of fla:'( and 
into the hands of the British Linen Company, and the manufacture of yarns and linens, ha,ing ware- 
their banking house, to which they removed from houses both in Edinburgh and London, and in its 
Moray House in the Canongate, and they ulti- affairs none took a more active part than Lord 
mately migrated to a statelier edifice in Sl Andrew Milton, who was an enthusiast in all that related to 
Square. This company was originally incorpo- the improvement of trade, agriculture, and learning, 
rated by a charter under the Privy Seal granted by in his native country; but it soon became apparent 
George II. on the 6th of July, 1746, at a time that the company" would be of more utility, and 
when the mind of the Scottish people was still better promote the objects of their institution, by 
agitated by the events of the preceding year and enlarging the issue of their notes to traders, than 
the result of the battle of Culloden; and it was being traders and manufacturers themselves," 
deemed an object of the first importance to tran- By degrees, therefore, the company withdrew 
quillise the country and call forth its resources, so from all manufacturing operations and speculations, 
that the attention of the nation should be directed and finally closed them in 1763, from which year 
to the advantages of trade and manufacture. With to the present time their business has been con- 
this view the Government, as well as many gentle- fined to the discount of bills, advances on accounts, 
men of rank and fortune, exerted themselves to and other b:mk transactions, in support of Scottish 
promote the linen manufacture, which had been trade generally, at home and abroad. "By the 
lately introduced, deeming that it would in time extension of their branch agencies to a great number 
become the staple manufacture of Scotland, and of towns," to quote their own historical report, .. and 
provide ample employment for her people, while the employment in discounts and cash advances of 
extensive markets for the produce of their labour their own funds, as well as of that portion of the 
would be found alike at home and in the colonies, formerly scanty and inactive money capital of Scot- 
then chiefly supplied by the linens of Germany. land which has been lodged with the company, they 
By the Dukes of Queensberry and Argyle, who I have been the means of contributing very materially 
became the first governors of the British Linen to the encouragement of useful industry throughout 
Company, representations to this effect "ere made I Scotland, and to her rapid progress in agricultural 
to Government, and by the Earls of Glencairn, Eg- and mechanical improvements, and in commercial 
linton, Galloway, Panmure, and many other peers, intercourse with foreign countries. As regards the 
together with the Lord Justice Clerk Fletcher of particular object of the institution of the company- 
Saltoun, afterwards Lord 
Iilton, who was the first the encouragement of the linen manufacture--con- 
deputy governor, and whose mother, when an exile siderably more than half of the flax and hemp 
in Holland during the troubles, had secretly ob- imported is broug;ht to Scottish ports." 
tained a knowledge of the art of wea\-Íng and of Now the bank h.ls [08 branch or sub-branch 
dressing the fine linen known as "Holland," and offices in Scotland alone, and it has offices in 
introduced its manufacture at the vil1age of Saltoun; London, Berwick-on-Tweed, and W ooler. The 
by the Lord Justice Clerk Alva; Provost George companv's original capital of ..[100,000 has been 
Drummond; John Coutts, founder of the famous graduahj increased under three addition
l charters, 
banking houses of Forbes and Co., and Contts granted at different times, under the Great Seal. 
and Co. in the Strand; by Henry Home, Lord By Queen Victoria, their fourth charter, dated 19th 
Kames; and many others, all of whom urged the March, 1849, ratifies and confirms all their privi- 
establishment of the company, under royal sanction, leges and rights, and power was given to augment 
and offered to become subscribers to the under- their capital to any sum not exceeding ..[1,5 00 ,000 
taking. I in all, for banking purposes. The amount of new 
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capital already created under the last charter is I proceeding up Leith Walk, had been accompanied 
..:65 00 ,000 stock, making the existing capital by a' man,' and that about the supposed time of 
I; 1,000,000, and there still remains unexhausted I the murder 'a man' had been seen by some chil- 
the privilege to create 1;500,000 more stock dren to run out of the close into the street, and 
whenever it shall appear to be expedient to com-I down Leith Wynd. . . . . There was also reason 
plete the capital to the full amount conceded in 1 to believe that the knife had been bought in a shop 
the charter-a success that the early projectors of' about two o'clock on the day of the murder, 
the first scheme, developed in Tweeddale's Close, and that it had been afterwards ground upon a 
could little have anticipated. I grinding-stone and smoothed upon a hone." 
The British Linen Company for a long series Many persons were arrested on suspicion, and 
of years has enjoyed the full corporate and other one, a desperate character, was long detained in 
privileges of the old chartered banks of Scot- custody, but months passed on, and the assassina- 
land; and in this capacity, along with the Bank of' tion W,lS ceasing to occupy public attention, when 
Scotland and the Royal Kmk of Scotland, alone is three men, in passing through the grounds of 
specially exempted in the Bank Regulation Act for Bellevue (where now Drummond Place stands) in 
Scotland, from making returns of the proprietors' August, 1807, found in the cavity of an old wall, a 
names to the Stamp Office. roll of bank notes that seemed to have borne ex- 
In the sixth year of the 19th century Tweeddale posure to the weather. The roll was conveyed to 
House became the scene of a dark event" \"hich Sheriff Clerk Rattray's office, and found to contain 
ranks among the gossips of the Scottish capital ..:63,000 in large notes of the money taken from 
with the leon Basilikè, or the Man with the Iron Begbie. The three men received ..:6200 from the 
l\Iask." British Linen Company as the reward of their 
About five in the evening of the 13th of Novem- honesty, but no further light was thrown upon the 
ber, 1806, or an hour after sunset, a little girl whose murder, the actual perpetrator of which has never, 
tamily lived in the close, was sent by her mother to this hour, been discovered, though strong sus- 
with a kettle to get water for tea from the Fountain picions fell on a prisoner named l\1ackoull in 1822, 
Well, and stumbling in the dark alchway over after he was beyond the reach of the law. 
something, found it to be, to her dismay, the body I This man was tried and sentenced to death by 
of a man just exriring. On an alarm being raised, the High Court of Justiciary in June, 1820, for 
the victim proved to he William Begbie, the I robbery at the Paisley Union Bank, Glasgow, and 
messenger of the British Linen Company Bank, a was placed in the Calton gaol, where he was respited 
residenter in the town of I,eith, where that bank was in August, and again in September, "during his 
the first to establish a branch, in a house close to I majesty's pleasure" (according to the Edillburgh 
the I.:pper drawbridge. On lights being brought, Weekly j'oumal), and where he died about the end 
a knife was found in his heart, thrust up to the of the year. In a work published under the title 
haft, so he bled to death without the power of of "The Life and Death of James ;\[ackoull," 
uttering a won 1 of explanation.. Though a sentinel there was included a document by Mr. lJenoval1, 
of the Guard was always on duty close by, yet he the Bow Street Runner, whose object was to prove 
saw nothing of the event. I that :Mackoull alias Moffat, was the assassin of 
It was found that he had been robbed of a Begbie, and his statements, which are curious, have 
package of notes, amounting in value to more than thus been condensed by a local writer in 186 5 :- 
four thousand pounds, which he had been convey- " Still, in the absence of legal proof, there is a 
ing from the Leith branch to the head office. The mystery about this daring crime which lends a sort 
murder had been accomplished with the utmost of romance to its daring perpetrator. Mr. Denm"an 
rleliberation, and the arrangements connected with discovered a man in Leith acting as a teacher, who 
it displayed care and calculation. The weapon in 1806 was a sailor-boy belonging to a ship then 
used had a broad thin blade, carefully pointe<<l, in the harbour. On the afternoon of the murder 
with soft paper wrapped round the hand in such a he was carrying up some smuggled article to a friend 
manner as to prevent any blood from reaching the, in Edinburgh, when he noticed' a tall man carrying 
person of the assassin, and thus leading to his a yellow coloured parcel under his arm, and a gen- 
detection. teel man, dressed in a black coat, dogging him.' 
For his discovery five hundred guineas were He at once concluded that the man with the parcel 
offered in vain; in vain, too, was the city searched, was a smuggler, and the other a custom-house 
while the roads were patrolled; and all the evidence omcer. Fearful of detection himself, he watcneù 
attainable amounted to this :-" That Beghie, in' their mamHcnes with considerable interest. He lost 
I 
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sight of the parties lor a short time, but when he 
came opposite to Tweeddale's Close, he sau' Ihe 
(presumed) Clis/om House o(Jicer YUll1ltilg 0111 of ii, 
with sOlllelhÙlg lI11der hÙ coù!. There can be no 
doubt that this was the murderer, and the descrip- : 
tion given coincided exactly with the appearance 
of :\Iackoull. Although the boy heard of the murder 
before he left Leith, he never thought of communi- 
cating what he had seen to the authorities; he was 
shortly after captured and carried to a French prison, 
where he remained for many) ears. Mackou)) re- I 
sided in Edinburgh from September, 1805, till the I 
end of 1806, lodging very near the scene of the 
murder, and was a frequent visitor at the coff:e- I 
room of the Ship Tavern in Leith:'" 
Shortly before his death, when abruptly ques- 
tioned by DenO\"an as to where he resided in 
November, 1806, }.rackou)) was seiæd with con- 
vulsions, and threw himself back on his bed and 
began to rave. 
TweeJdale Hous
, after being quitted by the 
British Linen Company for their new ol1ice in St. 
Andrew Square, became, and is still, the establish- 
ment of Messrs. Oliver and Boyd, the well-known 
printers and publishers. 
The World's End Close \V.tS the curious and 
appropriate name bestowed upon the last gloomy, 
and mysterious-looking alley on the south siòe of 
the High Street, adjacent to the :'oJ" etherbow Port, 
when it lost its ohler name of Sir John Stanfield's 
Close. 
.\t the foot of it an ancient tenement has a shield 
of arms on its lintel, with the common Edinburgh 
leg;end-" Praisze. the. Lord, for. all. H is.giftis),I.S.;" 
hut save this, and a rich Gothic niche, built into a 
modern" land " of uninteresting; aspect, nothing re- 
mains ef Stanfield's Close save the memory of the 
dark tragedy connected with the name of the knight. 
Sir James St.mfield \\ as one of thos
 English manu 
facturers who, hy permission of the Scottish Go\'ern- 
ment, had settled at 
ewmills, in East Lothian. 
lIe was a respectable man, but the profligacy of 
Philip, his eldest son, so greatly afflicted him that 
he became melancholy, and he disinherited his heir 
by a ",ill. On a day in the November of 1687 he 
was found drowned, it was alleged, in a pool of 
water near his country house at r\ewmills. Doubt,> 
were started as to whether he had committed 
suicide, in consequence of domestic troubles, or had 
been murdered. The circumstances of his being 
hastily interred, and that I ady Stanfield had a suit 
of grave-clothes all ready for him before his death, 
seemed to point to the latter; and two surgeons 
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were sent from Edinburgh to examine the uodyand 
report upon it. 
It was raised from the grave, after it had lain 
there two days, a,-d the surgeons having made an 
inci
ion near the neck, became convinced that 
death had been caused by strangulation, so all 
supposition of suicide was abandoned. This ex- 
amination took place in a <.hurch. After the cut 
had been sewn up, the body was \\ashed, wrapped 
in fresh linen, and James Row, merchant in Edin- 
burgh, and Philip Stanfield, the disinherited son, 
lifted it for deposition in the coffin, when lo! on 
the side sustained by Philip an effusion of blood 
took place, and so ample as to defile both his hands. 
.. Lord, have mercy on me !" he exclaimed, and 
let the body fall. He then rushed horror-stricken 
into the precentor's desk, where he lay for some 
time gro:ming in great anguish, and refusing to 
touch the corpse again, while all looked on with 
I dism.lY, The incident was at once accepted by 
the then Scottish mind in the light of a revelation 
of Philip's guilt as his t;lther's mmderer. "In 4 
secret mmther," sa)s King James in his' Dæmon- 
ology'-"if the dead carkasse be at any time there- 
after handled by the murtllerar, it will gushe out of 
blood, as If the blood were crying to heaven for 
revenge of the munherar." 
Accordingly, on the 7th of February, I(j8
 
Philip was brought to trial at Edinburgh, and aftel 
the household servants had been put to torturt. 
without eliciting anything on the strength of the 
mysterious bleeding, according to Fount.lÏnhall. S1\'e 
that he was known to have cursed his [Ither, drunk 
to the I..ing's confusion, and linked the royal n.une 
\\ ith those of the Pope, the devil. and Lord Chan- 
cellor, he was sentenced to death. He protested 
his innocence to the I.tst, and urged in vain that 
his father was a mel.mcholy man, suhject to fits; 
that once he set out for England, but because his 
horse stopped at ;1 certain place, he thought he saw 
the finger of God, and returned home; and that he 
once tried to throw himfelf over a window at the 
I\ ether .Dow, probaLly at his house in the \rorld's 
End Close. 
Philip Stanfield was hanged at the :\Iarket Cro
s 
on the 2
th of February. In consequence of a slip 
of the rope, he came do\\ n on his knees, and it was 
necessary to use more horrible means of strangula- 
tion. His tongue was cut out for cursing his 
father; his right hand was struck off for parricide; 
his head was spiked on the East Port of Hadding- 
ton, and his mutilated body was hung in chains 
between Leith and the city. After a few days the 
body was stolen from the gibbet, and found Iyinci 
in a ditch among water. It \\as chained up again, 
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but was a second time stolen; and in the strangu- 
btion on the scaffold, and the being found in a 
ditch among water, the superstitious saw retribu- 
tive justice Cor the murder of which he was 
assumed to be guilty. "It will be acknow- 
ledged," says the author of the" Domestic Annals," 
"that in the circumstances related there is not a 
particle of valid evidence against the young man. 
The surgeons' opinion as to the fact of strangula- 
t;on is not entitled to much regard; but, granting 
its solidity, it does not prove the guilt of the ac- 
cused. The hurror of the young nMn on seeing 
his father's blood might be referred to painful recol- 
lections of that profligate conduct which he knew 
had distressed his parent, and brought his grey 
hairs with sorrow to the grave-especially when we 
reflect that Stanliehl would himself be impressed 
with the superstitious feelings of the age, and might 
accept the hæmorrhage as an accusation by heaven 
on account of the concern his conduct had in 
shortening the life of his father. The whole case 
seems to be a lively illustrü.tion of the effect of 
superstitious feelings in hlinding justice." 
We have thus traced the history of the High 
Street and its closes down once more to the 
N ether Bow. 
In the World'.; End Close Lady Lawrence was 
a resillenter in 176 t, and Lady Huntingdon in t 784, 
and for some years after the creation of the New 
Town, people of position continued to linger in the 
Old Town and in the Canongate. And from Peter 
Williamson's curious little " Directory" for q8{, 
we can glean a few names, thus :- 
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Lady Mary Carnegie, in Bailie Fyfe's Close; 
Lady Colstoun and the Hon. Alexander Gordot., 
on the Castle Hill; General Douglas, in Baron 
Maule's Close; Lady Jean Gordon, in the Ham- 
merman's Close; Sir James Wem)ss, in Riddle's 
Close; Sir John Whiteford of that ilk, in the 
Anchor Close; Sir Jame, Campbell, in the Old 
Bank Close; Erskine of Cardwss, in the Horse 
Wynd; Lady Home, in Lady Stair's Close. 
In Monteith's Close, in 1794, we find in the 
"Scottish Hist. Register" for 1795 recorded the 
death of Mr. John Douglas, Albany herald, uncle 
of Sir Andrew Snape Douglas, who was captain of 
the Queen Charlot/e, of 110 guns, and who fought 
her so valiantly in Lord Bridport's battle on "the 
glorious 23rd of June, 1795." The house occu- 
pied by Lady Rothiemay in Turk's Close, below 
Liberton's \\Tynd, was advertised for sale in the 
COltran/ of t76t; and there lived, till his death in 
1797, James Nelson, collector of the Ministers' 
Wid0ws' Fund. 
In \\Iorrison's Close in 1783, we find one of the 
most fashionable 1/lodistes of Edinburgh announcing 
in the At/tler/iser of that year, that she is from" one 
of the most eminent houses in London," aUlI that 
her work is finished in the newest fashions:- 
.. Chemize de Lorraine, Grecian Robes, Habit Bdl, 
Robe de Come, and Levites, different kinds, all in 
the 11I0st genteel and approved manner, and on the 
most reasonable terms." 
In the same year, the signboard of James and 
Francis Jeffrey, father and uncle of Lord Jeffrey, 
still hung in the Lawnmarket. 
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THE principal thoroughfare, which of late years has lofty tenements in many of tIle closes that descend 
been run through the dense masses of the ancient from the north side of the High Street, and was 
alleys we have been describing, is Lord Cockburn very properly nameò after Lord Cockburn, one 
Street, which was formed in 1859, and strikes entitled to special remembrance on many accounts, 
Ioorthward from the north-west corner of Hunter's I and for the deep interest he took in all matters 
Square, to connect the centre of the 01(1 city with connected with his birthplac
. "-hen he died, 
the railway terminus at \\'averley Bridge; it goes in .\pril, 1854, he was one of the best anti kindliest 
curving down a comparatively steep series of slopes, of the old school of "Parliament House Whigs," 
and is mainly edificed in the Scottish baronial and was a thorough, honest, shrewd, and benevolent 
style, with many ornate gables, dormer windows, I Scottish gentleman, who, though he did not partici- 
and conical turrets, high o....er all of which towers I pate to any extent in the literary labours of his 
the dark and mighty mass of the Royal Exchunge. contemporaries, has left behind him an interesting 
This new 
treet exposes a romantic section of the I \,(Jlume of "Memorials," Many call yet recall his 
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plain, old-fashioned, yet gentlemanly bearing, his 180 feet in length by 40 in breadth, and with ceilings 
quiet gait, and shrewd features, when the clear 25 feet in height, are the machine rooms. In these 
bright glance was never dimmed, though the shaggy are three Walter and two other fast web presses, 
eyebrow grew snowier; while in conversation he that print and fold from the web at the rate of 
furnished almost the last remnant of idiomatic I 60,000 copies of a large eight-page sheet per hour. 
Scottish phrase and accent in its old courtly As a provision against accidents, there are two sets 
gentility. of engines and boilers. There is also a small 
The most important edifice on the south side of printing machine for printing the bill of contents. 
Cockburn Street is unquestionably, for many rea- Over the m.lchine room is the despatching room, 
sons, the office of the ScOtSnla11 newspaper, No. 30 the general fittings of which seem a compound 
-the leading journal in Scotland, and of which it between a post-office and a railway ticket office. 
may be truly said tlut there is no newspaper out Sevual rooms, in addition to these mentioned 
of London, and only one or two in it, which has are connected with the machine department, and 
an influence so widely felt. on the e.lst side of the Anchor Close is an extensive 
About 1860 the offices of the Scotsmall were re- ink and paper store. 
moved from the High Street, where they had long " In all the great towns in England correspon- 
been situated, to the new buildings in Cockburn dents are engaged," S.lys David Brem.le:r, in his 
Street, where no expense had been spared to make "Ind'lstries of Scotland;" .. and in London there 
the establishment complete in all its appoint::nents, is a staff of reporters and a sub-editor. Even in 
and the perfection of what a newspaper office should N eIV York the paper is represented, and speci.ll 
be. The heading of the newspaper is carved in telegrams from that city have appeared on several 
stone along the front of the edilice. occ;asions. The arrangements with the telegraph 
The front block contains five floors. On the companies for the supply of foreign nell"S are most 
street floor are the advertisement and puhlishing complete. With this vast organisation for collect- 
offices, where advertisements and orders are taken ing news at command, the .
"(otSIlla11 daily presents 
in and answers to numbered advertisements re- not only a complete record of current events in 
ceived. This department is managed by an ample Scotland, bllt each copy mJ.Y be said to be an 
staff of female clerks. The manager's room and epitome of the world's history for a day." A special 
counting-house are on the first floor above. The express engine, hired by the proprietors at a cost 
paper usually contains not less than from 800 to of 1),000 a year, conveys the Scotsmall parcels for 
4,000 advertisements daily, and in receiving and Glasgow and the 'Vest of Scotland. 
entering these a large staff of clerks is engaged. At this time, including all departments, about 
The editorial departments are on the next floor 230 persons are employed on the premises; and 
abuve, and consist of a fine suite of ten rooms, if to these be added paid contrihutors and others, 
opening off a spacious corridor, and all are litted the number of persons receiving remuneration 
with speaking-tubes and bells, communicating with' for their services will be swelled to fully 500, 
every department of the establishment. In each who obtain among them ..L.)5,ooo a year. Of the 
room there is also a "copy" shoot of ingenious con- daily issue of the paper 350,000 copies are printed 
struction, which enables the printer's imp to be every week, and of the weekly issue úO,ooo copies, 
dispensed with. ,. Covy " is simply dropped into which give a circulation of 4'0,000 a week, or 
it, and, by pulling a cord, is drawn instantly to the '21,320,000 a year. The annual production wO:Jld, 
composing-room. if spread out, cover about twelve square miles of 
One of the rooms is set apart as a telegraph ground, and if the sheets were placerl enrl to end 
office, the establishment being in direct communi- they would form a ribbon about 19,000 miles long 
cation with London by means of two of its own and 4 feet broad. 
wires. The composing-room, 150 feet long by 30 in Accorrling to a privately-printed memoir of Mr. 
breadth, is well-lighted and ventilated, Three Charles l\1aclaren, who for thirty years (1817-47) 
rooms for" readers" are screened off at one end, was editor of the Scotsman, it was in the year 1816 
and at the other are the lavatory, cloak, and smoking- that the idea of starting an inclependent newspaper 
rooms, for the use of the workmen, about a hundred in Edinburgh originated, The political influences 
of whom are employed in the typographical depart- I which overspread Scotland after the close of the 
ment alone. There is also a stereotype foundry; long war had permeated society, and the ruling 
and a library, composed of several thousand powers carried their repressive effects into e,"ery 
volumes, free to all employed upon the premises. I sphere of action. Hence the local press was very 
Two sp
cious apartments tÌ1.1t measure together abject, without courage enough to e"post' any 
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abuse, however flagrant, if in doing so there was 
any risk of giving offence in high quarters; and the 
time had come when a free organ was necessary for 
Scotland. It was calculated that if only 300 sub- 
scribers were obtained the project would have a 
chance of success, anù l\Ir. l\ladaren, with Mr. 
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house, it was deemed unwise that he should be 
known as the editor of an Opposition jo'.:rnal. 
At this time the paper consisted of eight pages, 
less than half the size of the present page, and the 
price was IOd.-6d. for the paper and 4d. of stamp 
duty. From the latest news columns of l:le number 
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"ïlliam Ritchie, were to he joint editors, The lead- 
ing article of the first numbl:r appeared on the 25th 
of January, 1817, and was from the pen of Charles 
l\Iacl.1ren, who, during :\lr. Ritchie',; absence on 
the continent. foun(l a ,'aluable coadjutor in :\fr. 
John Ramsay McCulloch, afler\\',mls the eminent 

l.Jtist and economist, who tl:mporarily assumed 
thl: office of respon<;ible editor of the infant journal. 
\í '. )Iaclaren having hecome a derk in the Cl1
to"J- 


for 25th of January, some idea, says Mr. Bremner, 
of the time occupied in the transmission of intelli. 
gence in 18q may be gleaned; the latest from 
London was the 22nd; from Paris, January 15th; 
and from New York, December 15th. 
The first ad\.ertisements were wholly of a literary 
nature. In I R2,3 the paper was publishell twice 
wel:kly at 7d" and when the stamp duty was 
abnlishc(l the dai!y s,-oISlJ/tlll ::.ppearet! in J 855-:1 
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tiny sheet at first. "To the daily and bi-weekly I of the prourlest proofs of his mechanical sagacity is 
editions, a weekly publication, composed of selec- his having clearly foreseen and boldly proclaimed the 
tions from the others, was added in 1860, repre- certain success of locomotion by railways, while as 
sentin a also the ,'enerable Ca/edOIlÙl1l .1JIercm:l'. A yet the whole subject was in embryo or deemed a 
few ye
rs ago the bi-weekly paper was merged into wild delusion. A series of his articles on this 
the daily edition, which most of the subscribers matter appeared in the Scotsma1l for December, 
had come to prefer. In all its various forms 1824, and were translated into nearly every 
the Scotsmall has enjoyed a most gratil}'ing run of European language; and Smiles, in his life of 
prosperity." Stephenson, emphatically acknowledges Maclaren's 
By 1820 the paper having become firmly es- keen foresight in the subject. His great con-. 
tablished, l\lr. l\Iacl.uen resumed the editorship, vcrsational and social qualities lie apart from the 
and very few per
ons now can have an idea of the I history of his journal, which he continued to edit 
magnitude of the task he till compelled by ill-health 
had to undertJke. "Cor- 
 to resign in 18.J.7. He 
ruption and arrog
nce," says . _ . died in 1866, ::<fter having 
the memoir alread } ' quoted, "lived in cumparative re- 
" were the characteristics of . , il.
,I\
I.iil\ \ tirement at his suburban 
the party in power - in '" I 
Ii. villa in the Grange Loan, in 
power in a sense of which 

. ,> ,\ ;\;, hi,> eighty-fourth year, hav- 
in these rl.lys we know f.,. ...." [!J " "
 -
, , -
; ing been born in 17 82 , at 
nothin
. The l >eo p le of ... ".
 - ,,:;
 / . 
." , Ormiston , in West Lothian. 

 -,. .. .:
' './ - 
Scottllld were absolutely .,. . ''';i'; "" ,;p.
' In the management of 
without voice either in vote 'I : ;. /' >:.r;f<j;'" the paper he was ably suc- 
or speech. Parliamentary 1 ,'
. .. . ceeded by Alexander Rus- 
elections, municipal govern- " 

 
 / ',I' \,,. 

 sel, a native of Edinburgh, 
roent, the roJnagt::l11ent of -:-.. - 
 ,
 ' I 
 
- who, after editing one or 
f'fc ,,-,,

 
public bodies--evelything ? . 

i\\ . , t>.,
 two provincial journals, 
was in the hands of a few / t" /: ,'f.;;: :'
 ' \
\ " 
 
 1/ - , became connected with the 
hundred l >ersons. In Edin- "4' Ç- / ,y 

 ' \. .. If SCùÍSlIlflll in 18 45, as as
ist- 

 '!II ___ //' /, .\ """, 
burgh, for in
tance, the '-- /) 
\
 '''
'''::'
 / ant editor. He was a Whig 
member of Parliament was / ;>=- ð / ' / / / / ' 
\-:..

/ of the old Fox school, and 
elected and the government // / \\\ "/ contributed many brilliant 
of the city carried on by / articles to the Edi/lbl/rg/I 
thirty - two persons, and ALFXA" m.R RUSSEL. and Quarterly Rn'Íe-zc's, the 
almo
t all these thirty-two (From a Photograph ty 7. ,110ffi,t, Edlllturgh.) ,. Encyclopædia Britanllica," 
took their directions from and also Black-zt1ood's 1Ilaga- 
the Government of the d.1Y, or its proconsul. I zÙle. As editor of the Scotsmall he soon at- 
Public meetings were almost unknown, and a free tracted the attention of :Mr. Cobden and other 
press may be said to ha\e ne\'er Iud an e'\.istence' l leJderS of the Anti-com-law agitation, and his 
Lord Cockburn, in his' Life of Jdfrey,' SJYS :-' I pen was actively employed in furtht::rance of the 
doubt if there was a public met::ting helll in Edin- objects of the League; and among the first subjects 
burgh hetween the year 1795 and the year 1820,' to which he turned his attention in the Scotsmall 
and ,adds, in 1852, that' excepting some ntlgar, : was the painful question of Highland destitution in 
stupId, and rash' newspapers which Iastt::d only I r847. A notable local conflict in which the paper 
a f
w days, there was 'no respectable opposition took a special interest was that of 1856, on the 
paper, till the appearance of the Scotsman, which final retirement of Macaulay from the representa- 
for thirty-five years ha'i done so much for the tion of Edinburgh, and the return of Adam Black, 
pop
lar cause, not. merely by talent, spirit, and I the eminent publisher; and among many matters 
consIstency, but by mdependent moderation.'" to which this great Scottish journal lent all its 
Its tone from the first had been that of a decided weight and advocacy in subsequent years, was the 
'Vhig. and in church matters that of a" \'oluntary." I great centenary of Robert BUllls. 
Apart from ,his ceasel:ss editorial .lJbours, ;\Ir, To the change in the .Stamp Act ':e have a
ready 

faclaren ennched the htt::rature of his country by I referred-a change which, by the mtroductlOn of 
m.any 
iter:try and scientific works, the enumcration I d.lily papers, entailed an enormous increase of 
01 whICh IS somewhat unnece'isary here; hut one work upon the editor"; bl!t we an, told th.tl " \1 r. 
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Russel never failed to meet the requirements of Rifle Pligade, of which the Lord Provost is hono, 
the day; and for three or four months scarcely a rary colonel, consists now of 25 companies, seven 
d.lY pa
sed on which he did not write one or more of which were called Highland. Since its embodi- 
articles - seventy leading articlcs having been ment in 1859 there have enrolled in this corps 
written by him, we believe, day after day." In 115,036 men, of whom 12,688 ha\" .'e
igl1ed, le.1VÏ1.g 
testimony of his literary ability and public services the strength in May, 1885, at 2.348. 
a magnificent presentation of silver plate was made As a shooting corps, anù for thc excellence of 
to him in 1859, at the Waterloo Rooms. its drill, it has always borne a high character, and 
The Seotsmall, which has always opposed and I its artisan battalion is "second to none" among 
e:-.posed Phari,aism and inconsistency, yet the the auxiliary forces. Members of the corps havc 
while giving ample place to the ecclesiastical ' often di
tinguished themselves at Wimblcdon, and 
element-a feature in Scottish everyday life quite the Queen's Pril.e it
elf has fallen to one of its 
incomprehensible to strangers-was in the full crack shots. In the many Volunteer Reviews 
zenith and plenitude of its power when Alexander which have been held in the Queen's Park-and 
Russel died, in about the thirtieth year of his some of the most important and imposing of such 
editorship and sixty-second of his agc, leaving a demonstrations have taken place there-the Edin- 
blank in his own circle that may never be supplied, burgh men have always borne a compicuous part. 
for he was the worthy succe
sor of l\lJ.claren in the Under the new system the brigade forms a portion 
task of making the Scotsman what it is-the sole of the 1St Regimental District, which includes the 
representativc of Scottish opinion in EnglJ.nd and two battalions of the 1St Royal Scots Regiment, the 
abroad; "and that it represents it so that that Edinbur,.;h or Queen's Regiment of Light Infantry 
opinion does not nced to hang its head in the Militia, and the Administrative Volunteer Rifle 
area of cosmopolitan discussion, is largely due to Battalions of Berwick, Haddington, Linlithgow, 1st 
the independence of spirit, the t.1ct, the discern- Midlothian, and 2nd l\Iidlothian, and Peebles.shire. 
ment of character, and the unflag ,ing energy by In St. Ciles Street, which open5 on the north 
\\hich Mr. Russel imparted a dignity to the work side of the High Street (opposite to the square in 
of editing a newspaper which it can hardly be said which the County H.1ll stands) and turning west 
to have possesseù in his own country before his I joins the head of the mound, at the foot of Bank 
timc. II.: was succeeded in the editorial chair I Street, are the offices of the Daily and l1ixkly 
by the Rev. Dr, Robert \Vallacc, who was at the Rt"i.';Ch'. The Glas,golfJ Nt'rald and the EZ't'll1Ílg 
time Profcssor of Church History in the University 7imes share a handsome edifice, built like the rest 
oí Edinburgh and mil1ister of Old Gre} friars, and of the street, in the picturesque old Scotti
h style, 
whose caustic pen hold long been familiar to the with crowstepped gables and pedimented dormer 
readers,o,f the Seot
"


. On his .assumption of I windows, and ha\ing inscribed along its front in 
journalIstic responsibilities, Dr, \\ allace severed large letters: 
his connection with the Church, and devoted him- ' THE COURAt\T, ESTAB. 1705. 
self, with conspicuous zeal, to the discharge of his To this office, which was specially designed for 
new duties. He resigned office in 1880, and was the purpose by the late David Bryce, R.S.A., the 
succeeded by 1\1r. Ch..lTles Cooper, who had acted headqualters of the paper were removed from 188, 
as assi
tant editor since 1868; under his able High Street; and in noticing this venerable organ 
guidance the Seo/sman has maintained its high of the Conservative party, it is impossible to omit 
reputation amongst the newspapers of Great Britain ' some reference to the rise of journalism in Edin- 
and Ireland. burgh, where it has survived its old conteml'or.1ries, 
In picturesque Cockburn Street, under the very as the Caledo"ian .lJ/erCltr)', a continued serial from 
shadow of the old city, will be found the Ear and I 1720, is now incorporated with the Seo/smGlI, and 
Eye Dispensary, instituted in 1822, and the rooms the Edillbllr;:11 Adz'er/iscr, which started in January, 
of the Choral Society. Prior to their removal to J 764, ceased about 1860; hence the oldest e:-.ist- 
Forrest Road, the Orderly Rooms of the Queen's ing paper in the city is the EdillblL1K" Gl1zdt
, 
Edinburgh Rifle Vulunteer Brigade were located in which appeared in 1699, the successor to a short- 
thi" street; and here, too, were the headquarters I lived paper of the same name, started in 1680. 
of the Edinburgh Volunteer Altillcry." I The newspaper press of Scotland began during 
Formed in two battalions, the Queen's Edinburgh the civil wars of the I 7th century. A party of 
Cromwell's troops which garrisoned the citadel of 
.. In addition to thi. 
orpo;, the:e are '
e Midlothian Cua.t \'o:unto_r I Leit,h in J 652" hr?ught with 
hem a printer named 
Artillery, whose headquarters arc dt EdmLurgh. Chnstopher HIggIllS, to repnnt the London paper 
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called the AIerCllrllls PolitiC/Is, consisting of from 
eight to si.\Jeen pages, which he began to issue from 
his establishment "in Hart's Close, over against 
the Tron Church." The first number appeared on 
the 26th of October, 1653, and the serial continued 
till 1660. On the 3' st December in that year 
appeared the "AIerCllrÙls Caltdolllils, comprising the 
affairs now in agitation in Scotland, with a survey 
of foreign intelligence." It is in eight pages post 
8vo, and contains a description of the funeral of 
Montrose, the departure of the English garrison 
from the Castle, with the announcement that" the 
blasphemous Rumper and other anti-monarchical 
\-ermin in England must cast about somewhere 
else than for companions in Scotland." It lived 
only three months, and was succeeded by The 
fi.."ingdom's Intelligmcer-to prevent false news- 
published by authority. James Watson, a printer of 
eminence, stJ.rted the Edillb,trgh COllral/t in 17 0 5, 
which only attained its fifty-fifth number, and in 
1706 the Scots COllrant. The whole of the loedl 
notices in the first-named paper are most meagre, 
and are as follows :- 


EDI:o.-BURGH, FEB. 19, 
On Saturday I,,
t, Captain Green, Capt.tin ..f the Ship 
\\' orchester, :111,1 th.. re
t of his Crew who are Prisoners 
he, e, :uhf are to be tr) '.1 as PHats, bet
.re the J udge- 
Admi."I, has each uf them got a Copy of their ludite- 
ment to an", er a
ailht the 511L of 1\larch ueXt ; and the 
Lords of Her 1\laje>-t)'
 Pri,'} -Council, has al pointed 
11, e of tl,eir numher to he asse

Ors to the J urlge- 
Admiral. 
Thi
 .Ia,' Robert Pringle one of the Tel!ers of the 
ß,...k, "ho' lately" ent "ff ,,'ith ahout 42.
 lib. sterling of 
the H,lIIk's Money, i
 to he Tn'd for Life hefore the 
Lords of J uStiLÏ:H}, upon a L} bel rai-'.I at ttoe instance 
of the Trea'urer of the B,wk, .111<1 the said Pringle's 
Caut;onels, "ith concourse of Her !\lajest} 's Arlvocat, 
Leith, Feb. 16. This day calr.e in to our Port the 
J\lan Galle,', D 1\ id Preshu, Comman.kr, laden with 
\\ it,'e ,md B
and). 


Ad vertisements. 


TlIal the Lands of PintalOun, hinl( within Ihe Rec;alily 
oj SIO"U.', and Sh,o,-iffd01ll of Midlolhian. are 10 hI' ex- 
posed 10 a ".
/un1flr Roup nd Sale, VI Ihe BOlise of James 
Ci
son, /fI, iter, lÌ'Ving in the Ad'Voca/J CloH, Opposile 10 
,he Old-Kitk-Style, on 7hu/"Scla.y Ihe 12lh. cia)' of Ap,'ii 
nexl 1705, ht'/wixll
e hours qf 2 ai'll 5 i" Ihe Aftanoon: 
1vhol''Ver has a mind 10 bid fo, Ihe Jaml', may see an e
aCl 
and compleal Prog,-eH of Ihe /fIr.:ts of the ;aid Lat'ds, in 
the hands (If /VtI/iam /Vtlson, one of the Under Clerks 10 
Ihe SesJion. 


7'Bal the,'e are POSl-O.l1Ùes sellled al "Tiglou" a',,1 
NEw-G.lloway: 'Thertfo,e alliolers a.,d Pac'!uel, 
"-U'I he fÇi'üen ù! allVigtou" E'Ve,y /V,,/ncsda,' Morning, 
aT'd at Neu'-Callo.way I''l.,oy I{'ednesday Nigbl, and al 
Ediltburgh l''Very Sa:u,day: thE same 10 CommE'na ,\(a.,.,h 
..r/. ,"'c5. 


THai Ihe Famous Lozengt'es for curing Ihe Cold, Slopping 
Ihl' .'I.inkhoSl, and pains in Ihe BreLlJl,. .Ire 10 he 
sold hy George Anderson allhe fool 0/ Ihe Fish Mocal, 
ar.d al Geurge Moubray's Shop. opposÜ 10 Ihe Maill- 
Guard. Prtce 8,h. the box. 
7- He Author haeof ha-ving upm Ihe 13. inSlanl, gO! all 
Acl 0/' Bt"r Majesty's mosl BonoU1chie Pri<ty- 
Council, 10 Prinl a",1 Puhlish Ihe Foreign and Home 
News Ihrise Ireeklv, 'VIZ" Monday, /Vednescla.. v , and 
Friday,. Ihe same will be continued from Ih.s clay 
foreward. 
NOT A, Ad'Vertisl'menis ma)' he pUI in I
is Courant, 
and for Ihal end, alltnda"ce 'U.ill hI' gi'Ven ,rom 11'11 a 
Clock in Ihe Forenoon till n.vel'Ve, and from IWO in Ihe 
Ajiernoon till jeur, al Ihe Exchange Coffee-Housl' in 
Edinhurgh. 
In I718 the Town Council gave a privilege to 
Mr. James MacEwan to print the EdÙtllllrgl, 
EZ'e1ting Courant thrice weekly, on condition that 
before publication he should give .. ane coppie of 
his print to the m3gistrates." This is stated in the 
number of the paper for February 18, 1850. 
In its early days it was intended to be a de- 
cidedly WhIg print, ir. violent opposition to the 
Caledonian AIermrJ', which, for long after the battle 
of Culloden, was an organ of the Jacobites, in 
whose interest it was started. 
From the first (!ay of its issue the Courant proved 
successful. "As to Ollr newspaper," says the Rev. 
Robert \,"odrow, writing from Edinburgh on the 
17 th of January, 17'9, when it was about a year 
old, " it thrives so far as to be very well liked by 
all, excepting the violent Jacobites, who hate it for 
no other reason but because it is a true and im- 
partial paper. Several gentlemen who have had 
the London papers sent them have laid them aside, 
because this cont tins the substance not on!y of 
them, but of the foreign post also." 
Like other papers of its time, the columns of the 
COl/T.mt, in its earlier stage, display a dire dearth 
of home in telligence, .. whole months often elapsing 
without so much as one obituary notice, or a ship's 
arrival at Leith. The reason of this unfortul1:lte 
peculiarity was no other than the civic censorship 
under which the paper, as we see, was from the 
beginning placed. Even intelligence in the interest 
of the Government was not in every instance safe." 
All the copies of a certain number issued in the 
February of '723 \\ere seized by the magistrates, 
in consequence of their containing a very little 
paragraph regarding a Mr. Patrick Holden, then 
under probation before the Lords of Session, as 
j"resentee of the Crown for a seat on the bench- 
he being a mere creature of the ministry, and un, 
titted for the office of senator, to which e\'cntuallr 
he does not seem to have attained. Inùignant ,It 
the remark, .. we do not hear of any gre.lt dis- 
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covenes yet made to his prejudice," the judges 
inflicted punishment upon :l\1acEwan, who was 
compeIled in his next issue to apologise to his 
country suuscriLers, and explain why they were not 
serveù "\"ith that day's Courant, as also why we 
have been so sparing all along of home news." 


Preshyterian churches. It was fOllT,ded Ly the 
late l\lr. David Guthrie to advance the views and 
interests of the Nonconformist Evangelical Church 
in Scotland, while at the same time taking its fail 
share in the general news of the country. Under the 
editorship of Mr. James Bolivar Manson, who was 
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I:"TERIOR OF TlU;>.1 ry COLU:GE CHURCH, JEFFRFY STREET. 


In course ot time the politics of the COllrmtl esteemed as one of the greatest journalists in Scot- 
gradually changed, and it is still a flourishing paper land, it gained a high rt"putation for art criticism, 
as the organ of the Conservatives and of the landed and an increased circu1J.tion. Mr, Manson had an 
interest in Scotland. earnest susceptibility for art, and everything he 
The Da1Ï)' RI"l'iel(', which came into existence in wrote on that subject proceeded from genuine and 
April, I 86 I. h'1s alwavs been a high-class and well- native interest on the subject, anll e>.pressed con- 
conducted paper of Liberal principles, and a leading' victions which he cherished deeply. The quarter- 
organ on ecclesiastical matters among the greater ,lies, too, occasionally contained articles flOm his 
body of Scottish Dissenters-the Free and United f.\cile pen, and not lInfrequently has F1W{h been 
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the vehicle for the dissemination of the rich vein 
of humour which ran through his character. 
His qualities as a writer in a daily journal were 
amply displayed during the six years he edited the 
Daily Review, and a melancholy interest attaches 
to his connection with that journal, as he literally 
"died in harness." His great reading gave him 


genuine l11ind and culture, was ever and anon made 
evident, sometimes with curious solicitude." When 
death came upon Mr. Manson he was only in his 
forty-ninth year, and had not been confined by ill 
ness to the house for a single day. After breakfast, 
he had seated himself in his study to write a leader 
welcoming John Bright to Edinburgh; and the few 
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TRINITY COLLEGE CHURCH (RESTORED). 


extensive resources, while his long study of public ' lines he wrote were 
matters and knowledge of past political transactions single elision, when 
were remarkable, or equalled only in the parallel room about twelve 
instance of Alexander Russel, of the Scotsman. in his chair, as she 
His tastes were various; for in classic authors and the sleep of death. 
in the Scottish vernacular he was equally at home. vember, 1868. 
"He could scourge pretenders, but he loved to Mr. Manson, who was long regretted by men 
welcome every gem.ine accession to our literary of many professions over the length and breadth 
treasures, and to give a fresh and advantageous of the kingdom, and by friends who mourned 
setting to any g
ms that might be found in the him as a genial acquaintance, was succeeded by 
volume with which he had to deal. Indeed, amid the late Henry Kingsley, who occupied the edi- 
the rough strokes of political war, his regard for torial chair for eighteen months, and who was 
any opponent whom he believed to be a man of succeeded in turn by Dr. George Smith, formerly 
37 


penned, as usual, without a 
Mrs, Manson entering the 
o'clock, saw him lying back 
supposed asleep-but it was 
This was on the 2nd of No- 
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of The Friend of IndÙT, and author of the "Life abolish the congregation altogether, and give the 
of Dr, Wilson of Bombay." The paper has ever money to the city. After much litigation, e:-..tend- 
been an advanced Liberal one in politics, and ing ultimately over a period of nearly thirty years, 
considerably ahead of the old Whig school. the Court of Session in full bench decided that 
Jeffrey Street, so named from the famous literary all the money anù the interest accruing therefrom 
critic, is one of those thoroughfares formed under should be e\.pended on the church. 
the City Improvement Act of [867. It com- This judgment was reversed, on appeal, by 
mences at the head of Leith Wynd, and occasioned Lord Chancellor Westbury, who decided that only 
there the demolition of many buildings of remote L;7,000" without interest should be given to buy 
antiquity. From thence it curves north-westward, a site and build a church contiguous to Trinity 
behind the Ashley Buildings, and is carried on a Hospital, in which the rest of the money should 
viaduct of ten massive arches. Proceeding west- vest." The Town Council of those days seemed 
ward through 
Iilne's Court, and cutting off the ever intent on crushing this individual parish 
lower end of many quaint, ancient, narrow, and it church, and, as one of the cOI)gregation wrote in an 
must be admitted latterly somewhat inodorous address in January, 18 73, "to these it seemed as 
alleys, it goes into line with an old edificed thorough- strange as sad, that while all over this island, cor- 
fare at the back of the Flesh Market, under the porations and individuals were spending very large 
southern arch of the open part of the North Bridge, sums in the restoration or preservation of the best 
and is built chiefly in the old Scottish domestic specimens of the art and devotion of their fore- 
style of architecture, so suited to its peculiar locality. fathers, a city so beholden as Edinburgh to the 
In this street stands the Trinity College Estab- beautiful and picturesque in situation and build- 
lished Church, re-erected from the stones of the ings, should not only permit the disappearance of 
original church, to which we shall refer elsewhere. an edifice of which almost any other city would 
When the North British Railway Company re- have been proud, but when the means and the 
quired its site, it was felt by all interested in obligation to preserve it had been secured, with 
archæology and art that the destruction of an edi- much labour by others, should, with almost as 
fice so important and unique would be a serious much pains, seek to render nugatory alike the 
loss to the city, and, inspired by this sentiment, efforts of these and the certain pious regrets of 
the most strenuous efforts were made by the posterity." In 1871 the churchless parish, in 
l.ord Provost, Adam Black, and others, to make respect of population, held the fourth place in old 
some kind of restoration of th
 church of Mary Edinburgh (2,882) exceeding the Tolbooth, Tron, 
of Gueldres a condition of the company obtain- and other congregations. 
ing possession; and their efforts were believed to The church, rebuilt from the stones of the 
have been successful when a clause was inserted ancient edifice of 1462, stands on the south side 
in the Company's Act binding them, before ac- of Jeffrey Street, at the comer of Chalmers' Close. 
quiring Trinity College church, to erect another, It was erected in 1871-2, from drawings prepared 
after the same style and model, on a site to be by Mr. Lessels, architect, and is an oblong struc- 
approved by the sheriff, in or near the parish and ture, with details in the Norman Gothic style, with 
about a dozen of these were suggested, among a tower and spire 1 I 5 feet in height. It is almost 
others the rocky knoll adjoining the Calton stairs. I entirely constructed from the "carefully numbered 
The company finding the delay imposed by this stones" of the ancient church, nearly every pillar, 
clause extremely prejudicial to their interests, I niche, capital, and arch, being in its old place, and, 
sought to have it amended, and succeeded in I taken in this sense, the edifice is a very unique one. 
l1aving "the obligation to ercct such a church I Opened for divine service in October, 18 77, it is 
raised from them, on the payment of such a sum seated for 900, and has the ancient baptismal font 
as should be found on inquiry, under the authority I that stood in the vestry of the church of Mary of 
of the sheriff, to be sufficient for the site and re-I Gueldres placed in the lobby. The old apse has 
storation. About L; [8,000 was accordingly paid been restored in toto, and forms the most interest- 
to the Town Council in [848; the church was' ing portion of the new building. The ancient 
removed, and its stones carefully numbered, and I baptismal and communion plate of the church are 
set aside." I very valuable, and the latter is depicted in Sir 
Questions of site, of the sitters, and the sum to George Harvey's well-known picture of the" Cove- 
be actually expended, were long discussed by the " nanter's Baptism," and, like the communion -table, 
Council and in the press-some members of the I date from shortly after the Reformation, and have 
tormer, with a sentiment of injustice, wishing to I been the gifts of various pious individuals. 
I 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 
SOME OF THE NEW STREETS \\iTHIN THE AREA OF THE FLODDEN WALL (concludedì. 


Victoria Street and Terrace-The India Huildings--l\lechanics' Subscription Library-George IV. Bridge-St. Al1gustine's Church-l\lau}'rs' 
Church-Chamber of the Highland and Al(ricultucal Society--Sheriff' Court Buildings and Solicitors' Hall-Johnstone Tercace 51, John's 
Free Church-The Church of Scotland TrainÌng College. 


VICTOIUA STREET, which opens from the west side 
of George IV. Bridge, and was formed as the re- 
sult of the same improvement scheme by which 
that stately bridge itself was erected, from the 
north end of the Highland and Agricultural So- 
ciety's Chambers curves downward to the north- I 
east corner of the Grassmarket, embracing in that 
curve the last remains of the ancient West Bow. 
Some portions of its architecture are remarkably 
ornate, especially the upper portion of its south 
side, where stands the massive pile, covered in 
many parts with rich carving, named the India 
Buildings, in the old Scottish baronial style, of 
unique construction, consisting of numerous offices, 
entered from a series of circulJ.r galleries, and 
erected in 1867-8, containing the Scottish Chamber 
of .\griculture, which was instituted in November, 
186 4, Its objects :ue to watch over the interests 
of practical agriculture, to promote the advance. 
ment of that science by the discussion of all sub- 
jects relating to it, and to consider questions that 
may be introduced into Parliament connected with 
it. The business of the Chamber is managed by 
a president, vice-president, and twenty directors, 
twelve of whom are tenant farmers. It holds fixed 
meetings at Perth in autumn, and at Edinburgh 
in November, annually; and all meetings are open 
to the press. 
In the centre of the southern part of the street 
is S1. John's Established church, bui]t in 1838, in 
a mixed style of architecture, with a Sa:-..on door- 
way. 
It is faced on the north, side by a handsome 
terrace, portions of which rise from an o?en arcade, 
and include a Primitive :Mcthodist church, or 
Ebenezer chapel, and an Original Secession 
church. Victoria Terrace is crossed at its western 
end by a flight of steps, which seem to continue 
the old line of access afforded by the Upper \\' est 
Bow. 
No. 5 Victoria Terrace gives access to one of 
the most valuable institutions in the city-the 
Edinburgh Mechanics' Subscription Library. It 
was established in 1825, when its first president 
was !\Ir. Robert Hay, a printer, and :\Ir. John 
Dunn, afterwards a well-known optician, was vice- 
president, and it has now had a prosperous career 
of more than half a century. 


The library is divided into thirteen sections:- 
I, Arts and Sciences; 2, Geography and Statistics; 
3, History; 4, Voyages, Travels, and Personal 
Adventures; 5, Biography; 6, Theology; 7, Law. 
8, Essays; 9, Poetry and the Drama; 10, .1\ovels 
and Romances; I I, Miscellaneous; 12, Pamphlets: 
13, Periodicals. Each of these sections has a par- 
ticular classification, and they are all constantly 
receiving additions, so as to carry out the original 
object of the institution-" To procure an exten- 
sive collection of books on the general literature 
of the country, including the most popular works 
on science," 
Thus every department of British literature is 
amply represented on its shelves, and at a charge 
so moderate as to be within the reach of all classes 
of the community: the entry-money being only 
2S. 6d., and the quarterly payments IS. 6d. 
The management of this library has always been 
vested in its own members, and few societies ad- 
here so rigidly to their original design as the 
Mechanics' Library has done. It has, from the 
first, adapted itself to the pecuniary circumstance, 
of the working man, and from the commencement 
it has been a self-supporting institution; though 
in its inf.mcy its prosperity was greatly acceIerattd, 
as its records attest, by liberal donations of work
 
in almost every class of literature. Among the 
earliest contributOls in this generoljS spirit, beside
 
many of its own members, were Sir James Hall. 
Bart., of Dunglas, so eminent for his attainment, 
in geological and chemical science; his son. 
Captain Basil H.t11, R.N., the well-known author: 
:\lr. Leonard Horner; and the leading publishers 
of the day-Messrs. Archibald Constable, William 
Blackwood, Adam Black, Waugh and Innes, with 
John Murray of London. Some of them were 
munificent in their gifts, "besides granting credu 
to any amount required-an accommodation 01 
vital service to an infant institution." 
The property of the library is vested in trustees, 
who consist of two indivirluals chosen by vote 
every fifth year, in addiÜon to "the Convener of 
the Trades of the City of Edinburgh, the principai 
librarian to the Faculty of Advocates, and the 
principal librarian to the Society of Writers to Her 
Maje,ty's Signet, for the time being." 
The right of reading descends to thc heir
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of subscribers, and is transferable under certain 
rules. 
Judging from the large number of books lent 
during the year, the interest in this Institution is 
not only real, but steadily maintained. The ordinary 


In recording the destruction of Mauchine's 
Close, LibeÚon's Wynd, and other old aIl
ys, we 
referred to the erection of Melbourne Place. Here 
George IV. Bridge goes southward at right angles 
from the Lawnmarket, and stretches across the 
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ST. AUGUSTINE'S CHURCH. 


members on the roll number more than 600, an Cowgate, opposite Bank Street, to a point near the 
average that seldom varies. Though the chief south end of the Candlemaker Row. 
entrance is from Victoria Terrace, the library is The foundation-stone of this magnificent bridge, 
the proprietor of the whole property in Riddell's which was projected in 1825, was laid on the 15th 
Close behind, from the basement to the attics. of August, 1827; but after being begun, and for 
The first, or principal floor, is occupied by the I some time left in an unfinished state, through a 
library (anù the rest is let to tenants) and is in the I failure of funds, it was finally completed in 1836. 
house of Bailie Macmorran, who, as we have related, It occasioned the demolition of many picturesque 
was shot by William Sinclair, a High School boy, I I specimens of the city's ancient edifices, but forms 
in the reign of James V I. a spacious thoroughfare three hundred yards in 
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length, including the splendid groined open arches 
over the Cowgate, and seven 
thers which are con- 
cealed. It is now edificed with houses on both 
sides, and presents the aspect of a stately street; 
but, where open, commands from its lofty parapets 
a clear and striking view of the narrow Cowgate 
far down below, together with the new western 
approach round the south-west face of the Castle 
rock, which joins Johnstone Terrace. It cost about 
;{; 400,000. 
On the east side of it stands the St. Augustine's 
Independent (or Congregational) church, built in 
1857, after designs by Hay, a Scottish architect set- 
tled in Liverpool. I t cost .:L 14,000, and rises from 
a deep and massive basement in the old sunk trans- 
verse thoroughf,lfe of Merchant Street The main 
building is, after the Byzantine style, with a hand- 
some tower and steeple above a hundred feet in 
height; and is somewhat of an innovation even on 
the new architecture of the city. 
The MartYlS', or Reformed Presbyterian, church 
stands on the west side of George IV. Bridge, 
and nearly opposite S1. Augustine's church. This 
congregation was established in Lady Lawson's 
'''ynd in 1834. In No. 17, on the same side, a 
little farther north, are the chambers of the Pro- 
testant Institute, and of the Scottish Reformation 
Society, erected about 1860. springing partly from 
previously organised efforts against the increase of 
Catholicism in Britain, and partly from the tri- 
centenary celebration of the Reformation in Scot- 
land. The former contains a hall for courses of 
lectures to students on subjects specially connected 
with Roman controversy. But the two most im- 
portant buildings Qn this new bridge are the Sheriff 
Court Buildings on the east side, and those of the 
Highland and Agricultural Society on the we
t. 
Of the several patriotic institutions fOffiled for 
the improvement of the country generally, and of 
the Highlands in particular, this has been the most 
useful, powerful, and extensive in its operations. 
I t has steadily directed its great energies to the 
promotion of the immediate and most tangible 
interests of the Highlands, and to the introduction, 
extension, and adaptation of whatever promises 
most efficiently to work out their temporal prosperity. 
A noble institution, it embodies the genuine patri- 
otism with the patronage and skill of most of the 
nobility, landed gentry, and gentlemen farmers 
throughout Scotland, and not a few of the men 
most distinguished in science and learning. 
Previous to its promotion there existed in Edin- 
burgh two similar associations. The first was 
named" The Honourable the Society of Improvers 
in the Knowledge of Agriculture," and is believed 


to have been the earliest in Brit,1Ín, being founded 
in 1723. It ended with the battle of Culloden. 
The second was formed in 1755, and existed for 
ten yeJ.rs, under the auspices of the "Select 
Society. " 
"The Highland Society of Scotland," says 
Henry Mackenzie, one of the directors, in his 
introduction to the first volume of its "Trans- 
actions," "derives its origin from a number of 
gentlemen, natives of, or connected with the High- 
lands, ass
mbled in Edinburgh in 1784, That 
meeting 'conceiving (as the words of their own 
resolution express) that the institution of a High- 
land Society at Edinburgh would be attended with 
many gooù consequences to the country, as well 
as to individuals,' determined to take the sense of 
their countrymen on the propriety of such an insti- 
tution. A numerous meeting of such gentlemen 
as residence in or near Edinburgh allowed of being 
called together was assembled. They warmly ap- 
proved of the meJ.sure, agreed to become members 
of such a Society, proceeded to the nomination of 
a president, vice-president, and committee, anli 
having thus far embodied themselves, wrote circu- 
lars to such noblemen and gentlemen as birth, 
property, or connection, qualified, and, as the} 
supposed, might incline to join the formation of 
such an establishment, inviting them to become 
members of the proposed society." 
Though thus instituted in 178-1-, it was not in- 
corporated by roya.l charter till 1787, Candi- 
dates for admission must be proposed by a member, 
and are elected at the generd meetings which take 
place in January and June or July. They pay in 
advance ;{; I 3S. 6d. per annum, or a life subscrip- 
tion of twelve guineas, except tenant-farmers, who 
are admissible on an annual payment of 10S., or 
life subscription of;(;5 5s. The members of the 
original Society were about 100; in 1787, 150; in 
1797, 4 00 . Since its institution 11,000 members 
have been elected, and now the present number 
enrolled at the office in George IV. Bridge is 
considerably over 5,000. 
There is a powerful staff of office-bearers, and 
fifteen committees, whose cares embrace-I, Argyll 
Naval Fund; 2, Botanical Department ; 3, Chemi- 
cal Department; 4, Cottages and Gardens; 5, 
Dairy Department; 6, District Shows; 7, Finance; 
8, General Shows; 9, Hall and Chambers; 10, High- 
land Industries and Fisheries; II, Law; 12, l\Ia- 
chineT)'; 13, Ordnance Survey; q, Publications; 
I 5, Veterinary Department. 
Bya charter under the Great Seal in 1856 the 
Society is empowered to grant diplomas and certi- 
ficates in agriculture, and has regular boards of 
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highly R,ualified examiners, on every point of which It rises from a low basement, with an extensive 
it takes cognisance. It grants annually ten bur- and imposing flank to the south, and presents in 
saries of ;{;20 each, and five of ;{;IO each, to be its façade an ornate variety of the Italian style 
competed for by pupils of schools approved of by of architecture; but within exhibits simply the 
the directors. usual features of legal courts, with three subordi- 
The Society's vested capital now amounts to nate official chambers, unless we except the Society 
;{;7 0 ,000, and its annual re,,-enueexceeds more than hall of the solicitors-at-law, a minor legal body in 
;{;5,ooo, besides the receipts for general shows. Edinburgh, which was incorporated by royal charter 
The Argyll-Fund, for the education of young High- in 1780, and only certain members of which are 
land gentlemen for the navy, nO\" exceeds ;{;6,ooo, qualified to act as agents before the Supreme Courts. 
and "as instituted by John fifth Duke of Argyll, Johnstone Terrace, King's Road, and Castle 
the original president of the Society. Terrace crossing the King's Bridge, the foundation 
From its chambers, N'o. 3, George IV. Bridge, sur- stone of which was laid in 1827, unitedlye....tend 
veying a width of range and multiplicity of objects about 900 yards along the southern limb, or south- 
worthy of its wealth and intellect, its opulence of western skirt of the Castle Rock, connecting the 
power and resource, the Society promotes the erec- head of the Lawnmarket with the Lothian Road, 
tion of towns and bridges, the formation of roads, at a point about 180 yards south of the west end 
the experiments and enterprises of agriculture, the of Princes Street. These were formed between 
improvement of farm stock, the sheltering processes 1825 and 1836, to afford improved access to the 
of planting, the extension of fisheries, the intro- Old Town from the westward. They are collec- 
duction of manufactures, the adaptation of ma- tively called the New "'estern Approach, and apart 
chinery to all useful arts, the ready co-operation of from being a very questionable improvement as 
local influence with legislative and public measures, regards artistic taste, have destroyed the amenity 
the diffusion of practical knowledge of all that may of the Castle Rock, and lessened its strength as a 
tend to the general good of the Scottish nation, fortress. 
and the consolidation of the Highlanders and In Johnstone Terrace, to which we shall confine 
l.owlanders into one great fraternal community. ourselves for the present, at the eastern end, 
"The Society awards large and numerous pre- resting at the corner of the Old 'Vest Bow, is St. 
miums to stimulate desiderated enterprises, and in John's Free Church, a handsome edifice in a mixed 
1828 began the publication of the Quarterly .four- style of early Gothic. It was built from designs 
1/01 of Agriollture, for prize essays and the dis- l furniShed by Robert Hamilton in 1847, and is 
semination of the newest practical information; it chiefly famous for its congregation having enjoyed 
patronises great annual cattle shows successively in for some years the ministry of the celebrated Dr. 
different towns, and by means of them excites and I Guthrie, and of Dr. William Hanna, a graduate of 
directs a stirring and creditable spirit of emulation the University of Glasgow, who was ordained to 
among graziers, and, in general, it keeps in play the ministry of the Presbyterian Church in 1835, 
upon the community, a "ariety of influences which, and who is so "'ell known as the author of "',"y- 
as far as regards mere earthly well-being, have cliffe and the Huguenots," and as the affectionate 
singularly transformed and beautified its character." biographer of Chalmers. 
Its arms are a figure of Caledonia on a pedestal, Westward of this edifice is St. Columba's Epis- 
hetween two youths-one a Highland reaper, the copal church, also a Gothic structure, but of an ear- 
other a ploughboy-being crowned. The motto is, lier style, with a low, square battlemented tower, 
Semper armis 1lunc et industria. The Highland built in 1845. 
Society's hall and chamber form a very symmetrical At the cost of about ;{;IO,OOO, the Nomlal School 
and also ornamental edifice, with a beautiful sculp- of the Church of Scotland was built westward of it, 
ture of its coat of amlS from the chisel of A. H. in 1845, and is a large and handsome edifice. 
Ritchie. It formerly contained a most interesting It is called the Normal School, or Church of 
agricultural museum, which has been remO\"ed else- Scotland Training College. It is under the control 
where. Similar societies on the same model have and management of the Education Committee of 
since been established-by England in 1838, and the Church. It is a double college, and like that 
by Ireland in 1841. in Glasgow, trains both masters and mistresses. 
The other edifice referred to, the Sheriff's Court The course of training extenrls over two years, 
Buildings, contiguous to the open arches over the and none are admitted as students but those who 
Cowgate, was erected in 1865-8, from designs ha,,"e passed a preliminary examination; but the 
by David Bryce, at a cost of more than "&44,000. committee exercise their discretion in making their 
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selection, without regard to the Government order of 
merit. The programme of instruction is prescribed 
by the Education Department; but the Education 
Committee of the Scottish Church are not limited 
by it, and give religious instruction on the basis of 
the Bible and Shorter Catechism, while promoting 
the study of Latin and elementary science. The 


All students pay annually ;{;2 each, a contribu- 
tion to the book fund of the Training College, in 
return for which all necessary books are given to 
them by the committee; and this payment must 
be made by all, whether the books are taken or 
not. 
These colleges date from about the year 184 0 . 
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PLAN FOR OPENING A CO:lIMUNICATION BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDES OF THE CITY BY MEANS OF 
A BRIDGE, ENTERING THE LAWNMARKET NEARLY OPPOSITE BANK STREET. 
(Fro,,: an Elzgrnving in the U Scots Magazine:" 1817.) 


students do not enter until they are eighteen years That in Johnstone Terrace was built to succeed an 
of age at least, and the principles and practice of older (and less suitably equipped) edifice, which 
teaching have a prominent place among the sub- I stood in what used to be called Market Street, 
jects of instruction. near the Waverley Station, and near the Bank of 
Bursaries of the average value of ;{;21 per Scotland. 
annum, in addition to free education, are given to Westward of the Training College, on the Castle- 
all the male students; while a considerable number bank, and facing the Grassmarket, a barrack for 
of the average value of ;{; 12 is given to the female! married soldiers stands, and there any soldier 
students, from whom alone a fee for education is ! passing through Edinburgh, on obtaining perm is- 
expected I sion, may pass the night. 
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ST, MARV'S WYND, FRO'! rHE PI EASA,,"CE. (From a Vi.w þ"blished in .829.) 


CH.\PTER XXXVI. 
ST, MARY'S WYND. 


SL :Mary's \Vynd and Street -Sir David Annand-St. l\Iary's Cistercian Convent and Hospital-Bothwell's Brawl in 15th-The Cowgate 
Port-Rag Fair-The Ladies of Traquair-Ramsay.s "\Vhite Horse" Inn-Pasquale de Paoli -Ramsay Retires with a Fortune-Ho}d.. 
II \Vhite Horse' Inn-Patronised by Dr. John
on-Improvements in the \Vynd-Catholic In..ruutf'- Th... oldest Doorhead in the City. 


ST. l\IAR\'S Wnn and Leith \'"ynd lay in the 
direct line of the old Roman road, that crossed 
the rough and rugged slope on which, since then, 
the old city has been gradually developed. The 
former took its name from a chapel and convent 
of Cistercian nuns, together with a hospital dedi- 
cated to St. :\Iary, the two former being situated 
on the west side of the street at the head thereof, 
or near the boundary of the present Tweeddale 
Court, or Close; but when or by whom founded, 
not a trace or record is given by history. 
When the battle of the Burghmuir was fought in 
1335. Abercrombie. tells us that the Namurois, 
when defeated by the Scots, "made an orderly 
retreat to Edinburgh; they faced about several 
times, as occasion offered or necessity required, 
particularly as they entered St. M.\ry's Wynd; and 
here a Scots knight, Sir David Annand, a man of 
incredible strength and no less courage, having re- 


· .e !\.lartial Adlie\'cments of the Scottish Nation ,. 


S8 


ceived a wound from one of the enemy, was thereby 
so much exasperated, that, at once exerting all the 
vigour of his unwearied arms, he gave his ad,-ersary 
such a blow with an axe, that the sharp and pon- 
derous weapon clave both man and horse, and 
falling \\ ith irresistible force to the ground, made a 
lasting impression upon the very stones of the street. 
This story may seem a little too romantic, and I 
would not have related it had I not cited a very 
good voucher, John de Fordoun, who flourished in 
1360, not long after it happened." 
John de Fordoun, called the father of Scottish 
history, was a priest in the diocese of St. Andrews, 
and if the street was known as St. :\Iary's W}nd in 
his days, the convent must have existed in the 
fourteenth century. The revenues of the hospital 
were very small; thus the Town Council passed an 
Act in 1499, during the provostry of Walter Ber- 
traham, ordaining the most respectable citizens to 
beg daily through the streets from all well-disposerl 
persons; the money so obtained to be applied for 
\ 
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the maintenance of the beads-Þeople of that hospital; 
.and every person who refused to collect thus, was 
fined forty pence Scots, for the use of the poor. 
At this period the chaplain's salary was only six 
shillings and eight pence per annum. Spottis- 
wood tells us that in the chartularies of St. Giles, 
<<the nuns of St. 11ary's Wynd, in the city of 
Edinburgh, are recorded," and in the statutes of 
the burgh, enacted during a terrible plague in 
1530, a reference to the chapel is made in the case 
of Marion Clerk, who was convicted by an assize 
of concealing her infection, and attending, with 
many others, mass in "the chapell of Sanct Mary 
Wynd, on Sonday," and thereby risking the safety 
of all. For this crime the poor woman was or- 
dained to suffer death by drowning at the Quarry 
Holes, near the east end of the Calton Hill. 
In 1562 great excitement was occasioned in the 
city by an act of violence perpetrated by the 
notorious Earl of Bothwell, who, with the aid of the 
)Iarquis d'Elbæuf, Lord John of Coldinghame, and 
other wild spirits, broke up the doors of Cuthbert 
Ramsay's house in St. Mary's \\ ynd one night, 
while searching, sword in hand, for his daughter- 
in-law, Alison Craig, a celebrated courtesan, who, 
though living under the protection of " the godly 
Erl of Arrane," as Knox records in very coarse 
language, yet contriverl to be on very good terms 
with other nobles who were his avowed enemies. 
A strong remonstrance was presented to the Queen 
on this subject, beseeching her to punish the 
perpetrators; but as that was no easy matter, the 
brawl was hushed up, and, thus emboldened, Both- 
well and other gallants proceeded to play wilder 
pranks in the streets during the night, till Gavin 
Hamilton, Abbot of Kilwinning, who had joined 
the Reformation party, resolved to curb their 
violence by the strong hand. According to the his- 
tories of Knox and Keith, he armed all his followers, 
sallied forth to oppose the revellers, and a seri9us 
conflict ensued in the street, between the Cross 
.and Tron. Crossbow bolts and hackbut shots flew 
far and near, while the alarm-bells summoned the 
burghers to "the redding of the fray," and rival 
leaders came sallying forth as hate or humour led 
them, to join in the riot; till the Earls of Murray 
.and Huntley, who were then residing at Holyrood, 
by order of the Queen, marched up the Canongate 
with all the armed men they could muster, and 
crushed the tumult. Bothwell afterwards, by the 
mediation of Knox, effected a reconciliation with 
the Earl of Arran, the Abbot of Kilwinning, and 
others who were his enemies. 
In the subsequent conflicts of 1572, the houses 
.in Leith Wynd and St. Mary's Wynd were unroofed, 


and all the doors and windows of those on the west 
side of the latter were built up, among other pre- 
parations made by Sir William Kirkaldy to defend 
the town against the king's men. At a still later 
date in the same year all the houses at the head 
of each of those wynds were "tane doun," :;.nd 
no doubt on this occasion the chapel of St. Mary 
would be ruined amI dismantled with the rest. 
Again in 1650, when preparations were made to 
defend the city against Cromwell, Nicoll records 
in his quaint diary, that the magistrates demolished 
all the houses" in St. Marie Wynd, that the enymie 
sould haif no schelter thair," and that the cannon 
moúl'ted on the N etherbow might have free pas- 
sage for their shot. 
At the foot of the wynd was situated the Cow- 
gate Port, a city gate constmcted as a portion of 
the second wall in 15 13. At a subsequent date 
another was erected across the wynd, at its junction 
with the Pleasance; it figures in Rothiemay's map as 
the Porta platea Salldæ "Jlariæ, a la.ge arched build- 
ing with gables at each end, and in Gordon's day 
it was seldom without the head, hands, or quarters 
of some unfortunate, such as Garnock and other 
Covenanters, displayed on its spike!'. On the ap- 
proach of the Highlanders in 17 I 5, it was de- 
molished, the citizens believing themselves unable 
to defend it; but a portion of its wan, with one 
rusty spike thereon, remained until 1837, when it was 
removed to make way for a new Heriot's school. 
The whole alley was long, and until quite recently 
a species of great Rag Fair, where all manner of 
cast-off garments were exposed for sale, the walls 
literally appearing to be clothed with them from 
end to end. 
In a house which had its entrance from the east 
side of the wynd, but the windows of which opened 
to the Canongate, there long resided two maiden 
ladies of the now extinct house of Traquair-the 
Ladies Barbara and Margaret Stuart-twin sisters, 
the children of Charles fourth Earl of Traquair 
(who died in 1741), and his Countess, Mary Max- 
well, of the noble house of Nithsdale. The last of 
these two, Lady Barbara, died on the 15th of 
December, 1794, and they were among some of 
the last of note who lingered in the Old Town. 
" They drew out their innocent lives in this place," 
says Robert Chambers, "where latterly one of 
their favourite amusements was to make dolls, and 
little beds for them to lie on-a practice not quite 
uncommon in days long gone by, being to some 
degree followed by Queen l\Iary." 
In the tenement opposite the site of St. Mary's 
chapel, on the east side of the wynd, and forming 
the portion of it that led into Boyd's Close, there 
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long dwelt the celebrated artistic decorator of' the principal rooms above the stables; and at this 
many of the best old houses in Edinburgh, John I ': 'Yhite Ho:se" it was that Dr. Johnson, on ar- 
Korrie whose workshop adjoined the coach-house nvmg at Edmburgh on the 1]th of August, 1773, 
of Lord l\Iilton, and both of which were converted I put up, and from whence he sent his curt note to 
into stables for Boyd's famous old "White Horse" Boswell:- . . 
Inn one of the rrr-eat hostelries of Edinburgh, in "Saturday mght: - Mr. Johnson sends his 
the'days when" hotels" were unknown, and when compliments to 1\lr. Boswell, being just arrived at 
CTuests except those whose business was of a very Boyd's." 

empo
ary nature, usually repaired to lodging-houses, And 
ere it wa
, as we have re,lated, that Boswell 
of which the most famous in 17 54 was 1\Irs. Thom- found him stormmg at the walter, when he and 
son's at the Cross, who, as per advertisement, served "',illiam Scott, a:terward
 Lord Stowell, repaire? 
people who had not their own silver plate, tea thlth,er, and receIved, an mst
lment of th.at don:I- 
china, table china, and tea linen, with all these neenng manner which excited, the anstocratlc 
luxuries, together with \\ines and spirits. contempt that old Lor
 .Auchmleck so fre
ly 
\Yhen the famous patriot chief, Pasquale de exp
s
ed for "the. dommle - the aul
 E
ghsh 
Paoli, had been driven into exile by the French dommIe, that keepIt a schule and caad It an 
invaders of Corsica, among other places in his acaademy." 
wanderings he came to Edinburgh in the autumn In Boyd's" White Horse Inn" one par
icularly 
of 177 J, accompanied by the Polish Ambassador, large room was 
he, scene of many a marn
ge be- 
Count Burzyuski; and on the 3rd of September tw
en ru
away 
nghsh couples; and on a wmdow, 
they arrived at Peter Ramsay's "White Horse" wntten With a diamond, were long to be seen the 
Inn, in St. Mary's \\)nd, from whence he was remarkable names of 
immediately taken home by Boswell to his house Jeremiah aJzd Sarah Bell/ham, 17 68 . 
in James's Court, while the Count became the 
guest of his neighbour, Dr. John Gregory, "to "James Boyd, the keeper of this inn, was ad- 
whom they brought a letter from the ingenious dicted to horse racing, and his victories on the 

Irs. l\Iontague." Boswell introduced Paoli to turf, or rather on Leith sands, are frequently chro- 
Lord Kames, Dr. Robertson, David Hume, and nicled in journals of that day. It is said that he 
others, who though greatly his seniors, admitted was one time on the brink of ruin, \\ hen he was 
him into their circle, and he showed him over saved by a lucky run \\ith a white horse, which 
the Castle, Holyrood, Duddingston, and other in gratitude he l..ept idle all the rest of its days, 
places. Ramsay's inn was chiefly famous for its besides setting up its portrait as his sign. He 
stables, and in that establishment he realised a large eventually retired from this' dirty and dismal' inn 
fortune. with a fortune of several thousand pounds; and, as 
In 1776 he advertised that, exclusive of some part a curious note upon the impression which its 
of his premises recently offered for sale, he possessed slovenliness conveyed to Dr. Johnson, it may be 
" a good house for entertainment, good stables for stated as a fact, well authenticated, that, at the 
above one hundred horses, and sheds for above time of his giving up the house he possessed 
h\enty carriages." He retired from business in napery to the value of five hundred pounds." 
St. :\Iary's Wynd in 1790, with above .L 10,000, St. l\lary's 'Y}lId was, in 1869, the first scene ot 
according to one account, and his death is thus the operations of the trustees who acted under the 
recorded in the "Scottish Register." "Jan, I, Improvement Act of 1867, when they commenced 
179.J. At his son's house of Gogar, Co. Edin- to pull down the buildings between it and Gullan's 
burgh, Peter Ramsay, Esq., formerly an eminent Close, in the Canongate. By this time it had 
innkeeper at the Cowgate Port, in which station he become one of the most wretched slums in the 
acquired upwards of .1,'30,000. He has left one city, a narrow and stifling alley, to navigate the 
son, William Ramsay, jun., Esq., banker in Edin- intricacies of which required some courage. It 
burgh, and one daughter, the widow of Captain was scarcely possible to avoid coming in contact 
1\Iansfield, of the South Fencible Regiment, who with cast-off apparel of all kinds, or stumbling 
lost his life at Leith in 1779, when attempting to against piles of old boots, pots, pans, and furniture. 
quell a mutiny." Under designs furnished for the upper part by the 
Boyd's Close, or the White Horse Close, as it late David Cousin, who for many years occupied 
\\as often called, opened into Boyd's Entry from an important official post in connection with the 
St. 
lary's \Vynd. The inn there was more modern, I municipality, and for the lower part by 1\Ir. Lessels, 
and was larger. than Ramsay's, but had, like his, another architect, the \\ yud has now become a 
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broad and spacious thoroughfare, n2.med St. l\Iary's edifice a relic of one of the older ones, a lintel 
Street, presenting on its eastern side a series of inscribed thus, with the city motto :- 
handsome façades, in the Scottish domestic style, I XISI . DEVS . FRVSTRA. 
with a picturesque variety of outline and detail. I B 1523 E L 
One of TheYoung 
the most .' -=- -= ... 
"
 -';, 'C',I Men's Ca- 
striking of _.r"" n, - 1'7' "
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 has an aver- 
Catholic In. . d 
 - -:-. , ' -r.!, \i.",Þ;_..1,,'q.
: a!levearl ) 'at- 
,
"
I' . 
--- '-' J 
stitute, a ' ,I' . tendance of 
turreted and DOORHEAD IN ST. MARY'S WY1o.D (THE OLDEST EXTANT), Bl'ILT INTO 1 HE about 1,000 
gab let t e d ('A THOLIC INSTITUTE. (From a Draouing by tlu A "thor ) m e m be r s, 
edifice, the inclusive of 
basement of which is occupied by spacious shops, I many who are honorary, but subscribe to the Associa- 
and which stands upon the site of the old" White I tion, the objects of which are to promote sobriety, 
Horse" Inn, as an inscription built into the wall religious deportment, and a brotherly feeling among 
records thus :- 
'oung men of the Catholic faith. It contains a 
.. Boyd's Inn, at which Dr. Samuel 70hnson arrived in library and reading room, lecture and billiard room. 
Edinburgh, l41h August, 1773, on his memorable tour to the It has a dramatic association, and by the committee 
lkbrides, occuþied the larger part of the site of this fui/ding-." I who conduct it no means are left untried to increase 
There is also built into another part of the, the moral culture of the members. 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 
LEITH WYXD. 
Leith Wynd-Our Lady's Ho.pital-Paul's Work-The Wall of IS4o-lts Fall in 18S4-The "Happy Land"-Mary of Gueldres-Trinity 
College Church-Some Particulars of its Charter-Interior View- Decorations-Enlargement of the E
tablishment Privileges of its 
Ancient Officers-The Duchess of Lennox -Lady Jane Hamilton-Curious Remains-Trinity Hospital- Sir Simon Pre
ton
s Ie Public 
Spirit "-Become'\ a Corporation Charity-Description of Buildings-Provisions for the Inmates-Lord Cockburn.s Female Pen5.ioner- 
Demolition of the Hospital-Other Charities. 


["HE connecting link between St. Mary's Wynd 
_md Leith Wynd was the Nether Bow Port, a barrier, 
('oncerning the strength of which that veteran 
marshal, the Duke of Argyle, spoke thus in the 
,lebate of 1736 in reference to the Porteous mob:- 
.. The Nether Bow Gate, my Lords, stands in a 
narrow street; near it are always a number of 
coaches and carts. Let us suppose another insur- 
rection is to happen. In that case, my Lords, 
should the conspirators have the presence of mind 
to barricade the street with these carriages, as may 
be done by a dozen of fellows, I affirm, and I 
appeal for the truth of what I advance to any man 
of my trade, who knows the situation of the place, 
if five hundred men may not keep out ten thousand 
for a longer time than that in which the mob 
executed their bloody designs against Porteous." 
From the end of this gate, and bordered latterly 
on the west by the city wall, Leith Wynd, which 
is now nearly all a thing of the past, ran down 
the steep northern slope towards the base of the 
Calton Hill. 
In the year 1479, Thomas Spence, Bishop of 


Aberdeen, previously of Galloway, and Lord Privy 
Seal, founded, at the foot of Leith Wynd, and on 
the east side thereof, a hospital for the reception 
and entertainment of twelve poor men, under the 
name of" the Hospital of our Blessed Lady, in Leith 
Wynd j" and subsequently it received great aug- 
mentations to its revenues from other benefactors; 
but at first the yearly teinds did not amount to 
twelve pounds sterling, according to Arnot. From 
the name afterwards given to it, we are led to sup- 
pose that among the future benefaclions there had 
been added a chapel or altarage, derlicated to St. 
Pau\. 
The records of Parliament show that somewhere 
in Edinburgh there were a hospital and chapel dedi- 
cated to that apostle, and that there was a chapel 
dedicated to the Virgin in 149 S. by Sir William 
Knolles, Preceptor of Torphichen, who fell with 
King James at Flodden. 
The founder of the hospital in Leith Wynd died 
at Edinburgh on the J 5th of April, 1480, and was 
buried in the north aisle of Trinity College church, 
near his foundation. 
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The Town Council of Edinburgh became pro- ding," says Arnot, "and paid the masters of the 
prietors of this charity, according to their Register, work, thirteen pence and a third or a penny 
in consequence of Queen Mary's grant to them of I weekly, during the first year of their apprenticeship. 
all such religious houses and colleges in Edin
)Urgh; This was co
sidered as a very b
neficial institution, 
and in r 582 they resolved to adapt the bishop's and accordmgly, many well-disposed people en- 
college for other purposes than he intended, and : riched it with donations;" but to the horror of the 
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COW GATE PORT. (From a i-uwhy Ewbank.þuhlislzedin ,825') 


issued an edict, that among the bedesmen enter- Edinburghers in 1621, as Caldemood records, on 
tained there should be "na Papistes," but men of the 1 st of l\Iay, certain profane and superstitious 
the" trew re1igion." The buildings having become "weavers in Paul's \\Torke, Englishe and Dutche, 
ruinous, were recons1:ructed under the name of set up a highe l\Iay-pole, with garlants and bells," 
Paul's \Vork in 1619, and five Dutchmen were causing a great concourse of peop1e to assemble, 
brought from Delft to teach certain boys and girls I and it seemed eventually that the manufacture did 
lodged therein the manufacture of coarse woollen I not succeed, or the Town Council grew weary of 
stuffs. "They furnished the poor children "horn encouraging it; so they converted Paul's \\' ûrk 
they put to apprenticeship with clothes and bed- into a House of Correction. 
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In 1650 it was used as a hospitalfor the wounded I shown in Rothiemay's map of 16 47, and also in 
soldiers of General Leslie's army, after his repulse Edgar's plan of Edinburgh. In both the east side 
of Cromwell's attack on Edinburgh. The building presents a row of closely-built houses, extending 
was decorated with the city arms, and many carved I from the head of the Canongate to the site of the- 
devices on the pediments of its dormer windows, Leith Wynd Port, at Paul's Work. 
while above the doorway was the legend-GoD. In January, 1650, "John Wilsone, tailyour, in 
BLlS. THIs. WARK . 1619. St. Marie Wynd, and John Sinclere, dag-maker 
In February, 1696, Fountainhall reports a (i.e., pistol-maker) in Leith Wynd," were punished 
"Reduction pursued by the town of Edinburgh as false witnesses, in a plea between James Ander- 
against Sir William Binny (ex-Provost) and other son, merchant in Calder, and John Rob in Easter 
partners of the linen manufactory, in Paul's 'York, Duddingston, for which they were sentenced by the 
of the tack set them in 1683. Insisted, that Lords in Council and Session to be set upon the 
this house W.lS founded by Thos. Spence, Bishop Tron, with a placard announcing their crime to the 
of Aberdeen, in the reign of James II., for disci- people pinned on the breast of each, and to have 
pline and training of idle vagabonds, and dedicated "thair eares nailed to the Trone, be the space of 
to St. Paul; and by an Act of Council in 1626, ane hour." 
was destinate and mortified for educating bo)s in a On the Leith Wynd Port, as on others, the 
woollen manufactory; and this tack had inverted quarters of criminals were displayed. In Sep- 
the original design, contrary to the sixth Act of tember, 1672, the Depute of Gilbert Earl of 
Part 1633, discharging the sacrilegious inversion of Errol (High Constable of Scotland) sentenced 
all pious donations," Sir William Binny, Knight, James Johnstone, violer, who had stabbed his wife, 
was Provost of the city in 1675-6. It bears a pro- to be hanged, "and to have his right hand, which 
minent place in Rothiemay's map, and stood partly gave the stroak, cut off, and affixed upon Leith- 
within the Leith Wynd Port. In 1779 it was occu- wind Port, and ordained the magistrats of Edin- 
pied by a 1\1r. l\Iacdowal, "the present proprietor," burgh to cause put the sentence to execution upon 
says Arnot, "who carries on in it an extensive the 9th of that month." 
manufacture of broad cloths, hardly inferior to the In February, 1854, the wall of James the Fifth's. 
English." The whole edifice was swept away by time, on the west side of the wynd gave way, and 
the operations of the North British Railway; and a vast portion of it, which was about twenty feet 
two very ancient keys found on its site were high and four feet thick, fell with a dreadful crash, 
presented in 1849 to the Museum of Antiqui- smashing in the doors and windows on the oppo- 
ties. site side, and blocking the whole of the steel> 
It was at the foot of this wynd that, in February, narrow thoroughfare, and burying in its débris four 
159 2 , John Graham, a Lord of Session, W,lS slain children, two of whom were killed on the instant, 
in open day, by Sir James Sandilands of Calder, and two frightfully mangled. 
and others, not one of whom was ever tricd or Its fall was supposed to have been occasioned 
punished for the outrage. by a new wal1, seven feet in height, raised upon 
By an Act of the seventh Parliament of James its outer verge, to form the outer platform in front 
V., passed in 1540, the magistrates were ordained of a building known as St. Andrew's Hall, and 
to warn all proprietors of houses on the west side afterwards the Training Institute of the Scottish 
of Leith ".ynd that were ruinous, to repair or re- Episcopal Society. 
build them within a year and a day, or to sell the As St. l\Iary's E:treet, which lies in a line with 
property to those \\ho could do so; and if no one this wynd, is in a direct line also from the Plea- 
would buy them, it was lawful for the said magis- sance, to render the whole thoroughfare more com- 
trates to cast down the buildings, "and with the pletely available, it was deemed necessary by the 
stuffe and stanes thereof, bigge ane honest sub- Improvement Trustees to make alterations in Leith 
stantious wal1, fra the Porte of the Nether-bow to Wynd, by forming Jeffrey Street, which takes a 
the Trinity College; and it shall not be lawful in semi-circular sweep, from the head of the Canon- 
tyme cumming, to any manner of person to persew gate behind John Knox's house and church, 
them, nor their successoures therefore. . . . . And onwards to the southern end of the North Bridge. 
because the east side of the said wynd pertains to Thus the whole of the west side of Leith 'Yynd 
the Abbot and Con vente of Holyrude House, it is and its south end have disappeared in these opera- 
ordained that the baillies of the Canongate garre tions. One large tenement of great antiquity, and. 
siklike be done upon the said east side," &c. known as the "Happy Land," long the haunt of 
The line of this wall on the west side is distinctly the most lawless characters, has disappeared, and 
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near its site stands one of the fine and spacious his office shall be adjudged vacant, and the same 
.school houses erected for the School Board. shall, by the Provost and Chapter, with consent of 
At the foot of Leith Wynd, on the west side, the Ordinary, be conferred upon another. If any 
there was founded on the 5th of March, 1462, by of the said prebendaries shall keep a fire-maker, 
royal charter, the collegiate church of the Holy and shall not dismiss her, after being therein ad- 
Trinity, by 
Iary, Queen of Scotland, daughter of monished thereto by the Provost, his prebend shall 
Arnold Duke of Gueldres, grand-daughter of John be adjudged vacant, and conferred on another, by 
Duke of Burgundy, and widow of James II., slain consent of the Ordinary as aforesaid. 
.ibout two years before by the bursting of a cannon "The Provost of the said college, whenever the 
at Roxburgh. Her great firmness on that dis- office of provostry shall become vacant, shall by 
astrous occasion, and during the few remaining us and our successors, Kings of Scotland, be pre- 
years of her own life, proves her to have been a sented to the Ordinary; and the vicars belonging 
princess of no or- to the out-churches 
-- --..... 
dinary strength of -= \ 
_. aforesaid shall be 
mind. She took presented by the 
an active part in Provost and Chapter 
governing the stormy of the said college 
kingdom of her son, to the Ordinary, 
and died in 1463. from whomtheyshall 
Her early death may recei,,-e canonical in- 
account for the nave stitution; and no 
never being built, I . . prebendary shall be 
though it \\as not l instituted unless he 
unusual for de\out \ 
 _ ; , ' can read and sing 
persons in that age plainly, count and 
of church buliding, discount, and that 
to erect as much ' , the bo}s may be 
as they could finish, found docile in the 
and leave to the premises. .And we 
devotion of posterity '\ further appoint and 
the completion of 
 -...... ordain, that w'hen- 
the rest. Pitscottie "". \ ever any of the said 
tells us that she OLD COLLEGIATE SEALS, TRINITY COLLEGE CHURCH. prebend2.ries shall 
"was buried in the read mass, he shall, 
Trinitie College, quhilk she built hirself." Her after the same, in his sacerdotal habits, repair to 
grave was violated at the Reformation. the tomb of the foundress with hyssop, and there 
The church was dedicated "to the Holy Trinity, read the prayer De proflllldis, together with that of 
to the ever blessed and glorious Virgin 
Iary, to the faithful, and eJ\.hortation to eJ\.cite the people to 
St. Ninian the Confessor, and to all the saints and devotion." 
elect people of God." The foundation was for a The choir of this church from the a }
e to the 
provost, eight prebendaries, and two clerks, and west enclosure of the rood tower was 90 feet long, 
with much minuteness several ecclesiastical bene- and 70 feet from transept to transept '" indow; the 
fices and portions of land were assigned for the north aisle was 12 feet broad, and the south 9 feet. 
support of the several offices; and in the charter It is a tradition in masonry that the north aisles of 
there are some provisions of a peculiar character, all Catholic churches were wider than the south, 
in Scotland at least, and curiously illustrative of I to commemorate the alleged circumstance of the 
the age and its manners :- Saviour's head, on the cross, falling on his right 
" .\nd we appoint that none of the said preben- shoulder. In digging the foundation of the Scott 
daries or clerks absent themsdves from their offices monument, an old quarry 40 feet deep ,,,as dis- 
without the leave of the Pro\"Ost, to ,,\hom it shall covt::red, and from it the stones from '" hich the 
not be lawful to allow any of them above the space church was built were taken. "Ïth the e'\ception 
of fifteen days at a time, unless it be on extraordi- of Hol} rood, it was the finest example of decoraterl 
nary occasions, and then not without consent of English Gothic architecture in the city, with many 
the chapter; and whosoever of the said preben- of the peculiarities of the age to which it belonged. 
daries or clerks shall act contrary to this ordinance, I Various armorial bearings adorned different parts 
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of the building, among these; on a buttress, at the I the entire teeth in the jaws, were found on the 
west angle of the southern transept, was a shield, I demolition of the church in 1840, They were 
with the ,arms of Alexander. Duke of Albat
y, who, I pl
ced in a handsome crimso
i velvet coffin, and 
at Mary s death, was resident at the Court of re-mterred at Holyrood. Portions of her original 
the Duke of Gueldres. Among the grotesque coffin are preserved in the .Museum of Antiquities. 
details of this church the monkey was repeated Edinburgh could ill spare so fine an example of 
many times, especially among the gargoyles, and ecclesiastical architecture as this church, which was 
crouching monsters, as corbels or brackets, seemed long an object of interest, and latterly of regret. 
in agony under the load they bore. for "it is with surprise," says a writer, about 1845. 
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TRI
IIY COLLEGE CHURCH, A:-'D PARI' OF TRI
IT\' HOSPITAL (TO THE RIGHT.) 
[After a Drmving hy Clerk of Eldin, 1780.] 


Uthrogal, in l\Ionimail, was formerly a leper' "that the traveller, just as he emerges from the 
hospital, and with the lands of Hospital-Milne, in temporary-looking sheds and fresh timber and 
the adjoining parish of Cults, was (as the Statistical plaster-work of the railway offices, finds himself 
.\ccount of Scotland says) given by Mary of hurried along a dusky and mouldering collection of 
Gueldres to the Trinity Hospital, and after the buttresses, pinnacles, niches, and Gothic windows, 
suppression, it went eventually to the Earls of as striking a contrast to the scene of fresh bustle 
Leven. According to Sir Robert Sibbald, the and new life, as could well be conceived; but the 
parish church of Easter Wemyss, in Fife, also vision is a brief one, and the more usual concomi- 
belonged "to the Ecclesia Collegia/a Sancia Trini- tants of railways-a succession of squalid houses, 
la/is de Edinburgh." and a tunnel-immediately succeed it." 
The parish churches of Soutra, Fala, Lampet- In 1502 the establishment was enlarged by the 
law, Kirkurd, Omliston, and Gogyr, together with I addition of a dean and sub-dean, for whose support 
the lands of Blance, were annexed to it in 1529. the college received a gift of the rectory of the 
The tomb of the foundress lay in the centre of I ' parish church of Dunnottar; and owing to the 
"hat W.:lS the Lady Chapel, or the sacristy of old, unsettled state of the country, it would appear that 
latterly the vestry; and therein her bones, with Sir Edward Bonkel, the first Provost, had to apply 
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to Parliament for assistance, to enforce the payment I her off on his own horse in the night, and married 
of his rents in Teviotdale. her in defiance of king and kirk. This was on 
In June, 1526, its Provost sat in Parliament. In the 19th of April, 1591, consequently she did not 
1567 the Earl of Moray, then Regent of Scotland, long survive her abduction. 
gave to Sir Simon Preston of Craigmillar, then Lady Jane Hamilton, youngest daughter of the 
Provost of the City, the Trinity College church with Duke of Chatelherault, and Countess of the Earl of 
.all that belonged to it; and the latter bestowed it Eglinton, from whom she was divorced, in conse- 
on the city. Robert Pont-an eminent churchman, quence of the parties standing in the fourth degree 
judge, and miscellaneous writer, the son of John de ' of consanguinity, who died at Edinburgh on the 
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TRINITY COLLEGE CHURCH, WITH CHURCH OFFICER'S HOUSE (t) ASD PART OF TRINITY HOSPITAL (:J. 
(Fro", a Drawing by Sandby in lIfaitland'. .. History 0/ Edinlmrg"'"') 
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Pont, an illustrious Venetian who came to Scotland 
in the train 0'- Mary of Guise-the last Provost of 
Trinity, in 1585, sold all the remaining rights that 
he had in the foundation, which James VI. con- 
firmed by charter two years afterwards. When the 
old religion was abolished, the revenues of the 
church amounted to only 1:362 Scots yearly. 
Its seal, Scotland and Gueldres quarterly, is 
beautifully engraved among the Holyrood charters. 
In :\Iay, 1592, Sophia Ruthven, the young Duchess 
of Lennox, was buried with great solemnity at the 
cast end of the church. She was a daughter of the 
luckless Earl of Gowrie, who died in 1584. and was 
forcibly abducted from a house in Easter Wemyss, 
where she had been secluded to secure her from 
the violence of the Duke's passjon. But he carried 
39 
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18th of December, 1596, by her will, dated 9th of 
that month, bequeathed 100 merks to the Trinity 
College church, for a "buriall place" there. 
The church and other prebendal buildings 
suffered with the other religious houses in the city 
during the tumults of the Refom1ation, and, accord- 
ing to Nicoll, in later years, at the hands of Crom- 
well's soldiers. While trenching the edifice, seeking 
for the remains of the Queen, those of many others, 
all long before violated and disturbed, were found. 
together with numbers of bullocks' horns, and an 
incredible quantity of sheep-head bones, and frag- 
ments of old Flemish quart bottles, the débris 
doubtless of the repasts of the workmen of 1462 ; 
and every stone in the building bore those marks 
with which all freemasons are familiar. 
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The history of this old ecclesiastical edifice is in- this of his awin free motive will, for the favour and 
timately connected with that ofthe Trinity Hospital, I luiff that he bears the Guid Toun." 
founded by the same munificent queen, and though Notwithstanding all this verbose minute, his 
the original edifice has passed away, her foundation grant was burdened with the existing interests, 
is still the oldest charitable institution in heradopted vested in the officials of the establishment, who 
city of Edinburgh. According to her plan or desire, had embraced the principles of the Reformation, 
, the collegiate buildings were built immediately ad- and passed a series of new rules for their beùes- 
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joining the church; while the hospital for her 
bedesmen stood at first on the opposite side 
of Leith Wynd. It became ruinous and was 
demolished probably about 1567, when the 
whole of the collegiate buildings were be- 
stowed upon Sir Simon Preston, who, within 
two days thereafter, bestowed them on the 
city by an act which received as much praise 
as if it had been a public-spirited disposal 
of his own property, and is thus recorded in 
the minutes of the 1'0\\11 Council :- 
" The quhilk day in the Counsall Houss 
of this Burgh, comperit Sir Simon Prestoun 
of CraigmiIlar, Knight, Provost of this Burgh, 
and shew and declarit to the said Baillies, 
Counsall, and Deakynes, that he had ob- 
tained and impetrat at my Lord Regent's SEAl. AND AUTOGR
PH OF MARY OF GUFIDRE
. 
hands, a gift of the Trinity College Kirk, 
housses, biggins, and yarù3 adjacent thereto, and men, whom they required only to know the Lord's 
by and contigue to the samyn, to be ane Hospital to Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and to be neither 
the Puir, and to be biggit and uphaldane by the Guid "drunkin<;om tailyiours," bouncers, nor swearers. 
Toun and the Elemosinaries to be placet thairinto. Under the new régime, the first persons on 
and notwithstanding that he has laborit recorcl a<; being placed in it, are Robert Murdoch, 
the samyn, it was not his mind to lauborit to his James Celly, John Muir, James Wright, John 
awin behuif, but totheGuid Toun as said is,and there- Wotherspoon, Isabel Bernard, and Janet Gate. 
fore, presentlic gaess (gives) the gift thereof to the In 1578, when Robert Pont had been seven 
Guid Toun, and transferit all right and tvtill he had, years Provost of Trinity, and the establishment of 
hes or might have thereto, in to the Guid Toun, a university in Edinburgh was contemplated, the 
fra him and his airs for ever, and promisit that quhat , magistrates endeavoured to arrange with him for 
right hereafter they desyrit him to ma1..e thereof, or having their new institution grafted on the old 
suretie, he would (10 this samyn, and that he, nor foundation of l\lary of Gueldres, and to be called 
his airs. \\ould ne\er pretend rycht thereto, and I the University of Trinity College; but the idea 
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, 
was abandoned. At length, as stated, Robert two neckcloths, yearly; and e\"ery other year a 
Pont, in 1585, resigned all his rights and interests coat and waistcoat. The women have yearly, a 
in the establishment, for the sum of 300 merks pair of shoes, pair of stockings, two shifts; and 
<lown, and an annuity of j;r60 Scots. every other year a gown and petticoat. For buy- 
In 15 8 7 an Act was passed revoking all grants ing petty necessaries the men are allowed 6s. 8d., 
made during the king's minority, of hospitals, I the women 6s. 6d., yearly. Of food, each person 

JIaisolls .DiCIt, and "lands or rentis appertaining has a daily allowance of twelve ounces of house- 
thereto," the object of which was, that they might I hold bread; and of ale, the men a Scots pint each, 
be applied to this original purpose-the sustenta-\ the women two-thirds of a pint. For breakfast 
tion of the poor, and not to the aggrandisement of they have oatmeal-porridge, and for dinner, four 
mere indi\iduals; and in this Act it was specially days in the week, broth and boiled meat, two days 
ordained, that the rents of the Trinity College, roast meat, and each 
[onday, in lieu of flesh, the 
.1 quhilk is now decayit," be assigned to "the new men are allowed 2d., the women I 
d. apiece." 
hospitall erectit be the Provest, BaillÎes, and Such was this old charity towards the close of 
Counsall;" and thus it became for ever a corpora- the eighteenth century. The inmates "ere of a 
tion charity, for which a suitable edifice was found class above the common, and whom a poor-house 
by simply repairing the ruinous buildings, occupied life would have degraded, yet quarrels, ev(,l1 riots, 
of old by the Provost and prebends, south of the among them were &0 frequent, that the attention of 
church, and on the west side of the wynd. the governors had more than once to be called 
It was a fine specimen of the architecture and to the subject, though they met only at meals 
monastic accommodation of the age in which it and evening worship. Yet, occasionally, some 
was erected. It was two storeys high, and formed belonged to the better classes of society. Lord 
two sides of a square, and though far from orna- Cockburn, writing in 1840, says :-" One of the 
mental, its air of extreme antiquity, the smallness present female pensioners is ninety-six. She was 
'lnd depth of its windows, its silent, melancholy, sitting beside her own fire. The chaplain shook her 
and deserted aspect, in the very heart of a crowded kindly by the hand, and asked her how she was. 
city, and latterly amid the uproar and bustle of the 'Very weel-just in my creeping ordinary.' There 
f.lst-encroaching railway, seldom failed to strike the is one Catholic here, a merry little woman, obviously 
passer with a mysterious interest. with some gentle blood in her veins, and delighted 
Along the interior of the upper storey of the to allude to it. This book she got from Sir John 
longer side there was a gallery, about half the Something; her great friend had been Lady some- 
"idth of the house, lighted from the west, which thing Cunningham; and her spinet was the oldest 
served alike as a library (consisting chiefly of that had ever been made; to convince me of which 
quaint old books of dry divinity), a promenade, and she opened it, and pointed e>..ultingly to the year 
grand corridor, winged with a range oflittle rooms, 1776. Neither she nor the ninety-six-year-old 
some whilom the prebends' cells, each of which had was in an ark, but in a small room. On overhearing 
a bed, table, and chair, for a single occupant. The my name, she said she was once at 
[iss Brandon's 
other parts of the building were more modern boarding-school, in Bristo Street, with a Miss 
sitting rooms, the erection of the sixteenth century, 
Iatilda Cockburn, 'a pretty little girl.' I told her 
when it became destined to support decayed that I remembered that school quite well, and that 
burgesses of Edinburgh, their wives and unmarried the little girl was InY sister; and then I added as a 
children, above fifty years of age. "Five men joke, that all the girls at that school were said 
and two women were first admitted into it," says to have been pretty, and all light-headed, and given 
Arnot, "and, the number gradually increasing, to flirtation; the tumult revived in the \ estal's veins. 
amounted A.D. 1700 to fifty-four persons. It was Delighted with the imputation, she rubbed her 
found, however, that the funds of the hospital hands together, and giggled till she wept." The 
could not then support so many, and the number octogenarian he refers to was a ;\[iss Gibb, and 
of persons maintained in it has frequently varied. the last nearly of the old original inmates. 
At present (1779) there are within the hospital By 1850 the revenues amounted to about 
forty men and women, and, there are besides twenty- j;2,000 per annum. 
six out-pensioners. The latter have j;6 a year, At its demolition, in 1845, forty-two persons 
the former are maintained in a very comfortable were maintained within the hospital, \\ho then 
manner. Each person has a convenient room. received pensions of j; 26 each. Those elected 
The men are each allowed a hat, a pair of breeches, since that period receive j;20 yearly each; one 
a pair of shoes, a pair of stockings, two shirts, and ' hundred and twenty others have an annual allowance 
J 
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of L 10 each. The benefits of the endowments are whole area occupied by the church and collegiate. 
still destined to "burgesses, their wives or children buildings of the Holy Trinity was then included 
not married, nor under the age of fifty years." Ten in the original termini of the Edinburgh and 
others have pensions of Llo each out of the funds Glasgow, the North British, the Edinburgh, Perth. 
bequeathed by the late Mr. William Lennie to the I and Dundee lines of railway. 
hospital, of which the magistrates and Town Council: After the Trinity College Hospital, the next 
are perpetual governors. I beneficent institution in Edinburgh (apart from the 
According to Gordon of Rothiemay's map, the I Craigcrook one, which dates from 1720), seems to 
water of the North Loch washed the western have been the Horn Charity, of which we have the 
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GROUND PLAN OF TRINITY COLLEGE CHURCH, 1814. 


boundary-wall of its garden, in which he shows: following succinct account in the Scots MagazÙzc 
parterres and three rows of large tree:;, and also a ; for 1805:- 
square lantern and vane above the roof of the large! "In 1741 Captain Alexander Horn, of the city of 
hall; and in Edgar's map, a hundred years later, i London, by his last will bequeathed L3,500, old 
the waters of the loch came no farther east" ard and new South Sea Annuities, to be disposed of at 
than the line of the intended North Bridge, between' the discretion of the Lord Provost, Bailies, Dean 
which and the hospital lay the old Physic Gardens. of Guild, and Treasurer of the city of Edinburgh, 
"Its demolition brought to light many curious on account of their early appearance and noble 
evidences of its former state," says 'Vilson. "A stand in the cause of liberty (was this a reference 
beautiful large Gothic fireplace, with clustered to the Porteous mob?) as follows :-The interest 
columns and a low, pointed arch, was disclosed in of L 1,500 on Christmas-day yearly, to such day 
the north gable, and many rich fragments of Gothic labourers of Edinburgh as by the inclemency of the 
ornament were found built into the walls, remains weather may be set idle and reduced to want; 
no doubt of the original hospital buildings, used in interest of Ll,ooo to day labourers as aforesaid. 
the enlargement and repair of the college." The I in the Potter Row, Bristo, and West Port; and 
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TRINITY HOSPITAL. (From a View þublisMd in 1845.) 


the interest of :L I ,000 to day labourers as afore- Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge; 
said of the neighbouring parish of Liberton; :L 100 I and no family to receive above :L5 sterling per 
to the Royal Infirmary; :LIOO to the Society in annum, or under fifty shillings." 


CHAPTER XXXVHI. 
THE WEST BOW. 


The West Bow-Quaint Character of its Houses-It. Modern Aspect-Houses or the Templar Knights-The Bowroot Well-The Bow Port- 
The Howhead 
fdior Weir"s Land -History of :Major Thomas Weir-Personal Appearance-His Powerful Pra}"er.i-The II Holy Si..ters'. 
-The Bowhead Saints-Weir's Reputed Compact with the Deyil-Sick-lw-d Confession-Anest-Search of his Hous.e- Prison Confession 
-Trial of Him and His Sister Grizel-Execution--\Vhat was Weir?-His Sister undoubtedly Mad-Terrible Reputation of tbe House- 
Untenanted for upwards of a Century-PatulIo's Experience of a Cheap Lodging-Weir\ Land Improyed Out of Existence-Hall of the- 
Knights of St. John-A M)s'erious House-Somerville Mansion-The Assembly Rooms-Opposed by the Bigotry of the Times-The- 
Lady-Directress-Curious Regulations. 


No part of Edinburgh was so rich in quaint old and his queen daily distributed bread to the poor. 
houses as "the sanctified bends 01 the Bow"- Among the last charters of David II. is one to- 
singular edifices, many of them of vast and un- Thomas 'Vebster, of "ane land in the West Bow." 
known antiquity, and all more or less irregular. Its antique tenements, covered with heraldic 
with stone gables and dovecot gablets, timber- carvings and quaint dates, half hidden by sign- 
galleries, outshots, and strange projections, the boards or sordin rags drying on poles, its nooks, 
donner windows, patches and additions made in I crooks, trap-doors, and gloomy chambers, abounded 
the succession of centuries, overhanging the narrow I with old memories, with heroic stories of ancient 
and tortuous street, which took the windings of the I martial families, and with grim legends and grand- 
zig-zag road that led of old from the wooded waste I mothers' tales of ghosts and of diablerie; but to 
to Dunedin, the fort on the slope, at the gates of those who see it now, or all that remains of it, 
",hich King David dispensed justice to his people, where it abuts on the Grassmarket, cut asunder 
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DY Victoria Terrace, replaced in one part by a 
flight of stairs, in another by the Free Church of 
St. John, and sloping away eastward into Victoria 
Street, it is impossible to realise what the old West 
Bow, which served as a connecting link between 
the High and the Low Town, the Lawnmarket and 
the Grassmarket, really was. The pencil of the 
artist alone may reproduce its features. 
:\t its lower end were the houses that belonged 
to the Knights of the Temple, whereon, to mark 
them as beyond the reach of corporation enact- 
ments, the iron cross of St. John was placed so 
lately as the eighteenth century, by the Bailie of 
Lord Torphich
n, as proprietor of the lands of St. 
J olm of Jerusalem; and there flows, as of old, the 
Bowfoot Well, built by Robert :\Iylne in lú8r, just 
where it is shown in Edgar's map of the city when 
the Bow was then, as it had been centuries before, 
the principal entrance to the city from the west. 
One of the chief relics in the West Bow was 
an enormous rusty iron hook, on which hung an 
ancient gate of the city wall, the upper Bow Port, 
built in 1450. It stood in the wall of a house at 
the first angle on the east side, about four feet from 
the ground. When Maitland wrote his history in 
1753, two of thcse hooks were visible; but by the 
time that Chambers wrote his "Traditions," in 
r!:;24, the lower one had been buried by the level 
of the street having been raised. 
.\mong those slain at the Battle of Pinkie, in 
IS 47, we find the name of John Hamilton (of the 
house of Innerwick), a merchant in the \Yest Bow. 
rhis John Hamilton was a gallant gentleman, 
whose eldest son was ancestor of the Earls of 
Haddington, and whose second son \,as a secular 
priest, Rector of the University of Paris, and one 
of the Council of the League that offered the 
crown of France to the King of Spain in 159 1 . 
Opposite St. John's Free Church and the 
General Assembly Hall there stood, till the spring 
of 1878 that wonderfully picturesque old tenement, 
with a description of which we commenced the 
story of the houses on the south side of the Lawn- 
market; and lower down the Bow was another, 
demolished about the same time. 
The latter was a stone land, without any timber 
additions, having a dark grey front of polished 
ashlar, supposed to have been built in the days 
of Charles I. String-courses of moulded stone 
decorated it, and on the bed-corbel of its crow- 
stepped gable was a shield with the letters I. 0., I. n., 
with a merchant's mark between them, doubtless 
the initials of the first proprietor and of his wife. 
From its gloomy history and better architecture, 
the next tenement, which stood a little way back 


-for every house in the Bow was built without the 
slightest reference to the site of its neighbou
- 
is more worthy of note, as the alleged abode of the 
terrible wizard, and bearing the name of Major 
Weir's Land-but in reality the dwelling of tÌle 
major stood behind it. 
The city motto appeared on a cu;;ous dormer 
window over the staircase, and above the elabor- 
ately moulded entrance door, which was only tive 
feet six inches in height by three feet six in 
breadth, were the legend and date, 
SOLI. DEO. HONOR. ET 
GLORIA. D. w. 1604- 
In the centre were the arms of David \YiIliamson, 
a wealthy citizen, to whom the house belonged. 
This legend, so common over the old doorways of 
the city, was the fashiomble grace before dinner 
at the tables of the Scottish noblesse during the 
reigns of :Mary and James V I., and like others 
noted here, was deemed to act as a charm, and to 
bar the entrance of evil. But the turnpike stair 
within, says Chambers, "was said to possess a 
strange peculiarity-namely, that people who as- 
cended it felt as if going down, and not up a stair." 
A passage, low-browed, dark, and heavily vaulted, 
led, until February, 1878, through this tall tene- 
ment into a narrow court eastward thereof, a 
gloomy, dark, and most desolate-looking place, 
and there abode of old with his sister, Grizel, the 
notorious wizard whose memory is so inseparably 
woven up with the superstitions of old Edinburgh. 
:\[ajor Thomas Weir of Kirktown was a native 
of Lanarkshire, where the people believed that his 
mother had taught him the art of sorcery, before he 
joined (as Lieutenant) the Scottish army, sent by 
the Covenanters in 1 ú4 I for the protection of the 
Ulster colonists, and with which he probably 
served at the storming of Carrickfergus and the 
battle of Renburb; and from this force he had 
been appointed, when :\[ajor in the Earl of Lan- 
ark's Regiment, and Captain-Lieutenant of Home's 
Regiment, to the command of that ancient 
gendarmerie, the Guard of Edinburgh, in which 
capacity he attended the execution of the great 
Montrose in lú5 0 . 
He was a grim-featured man, with a large nose, 
and always wore a black cloak of ample dimensions. 
He usually carried a staff, the supposed magical 
powers of which made it a terror to the community. 
He pretended to he a religious man, but was in 
reality a detestable hypocrite; and the frightful 
story of his secret life is said to have furnished 
Lord Byron with the plot of his tragedy ilIaJlfred; 
and his evil reput.ttion, which does not rest on 
obscure allusions in legendary superstition, has left, 



1 he \\ est Ro"'.1 


MAJOR WEIR. 


3 II 


even to this day, a deep-rooted impression on the I His sick-bed confession, when he was now 
popular mind. verging on his seventieth year, seemed at first so 
_ A powerful hand at praying and expounding, incredible that Sir Andrew Ramsay of Abbotshall, 
'" he became so notoriously regarded among the' who was Lord Provost from 1662 to 1673, refused 
Presbyterian sect, that if four met together, be sure' for a time to order his arrest. Eventually, how- 

[ajor Weir "as one,'" says Chambers, quoting ever, the major, his sister (the partner of one of his 
Fraser's MS. in the Advocates' Library; '" at pri- crimes), and the black magical staff, were all taken 
vate meetings he prayed to admiration, which into custody and lodged in the Tolbooth. 
made many of that stamp court his converse. He I The staff was secured by the express request ot 
never married, but lived in a private lodging with his sister, and local superstition still records how it 
his sister Grizel Weir. Many resorted to his was wont to perform all the major's errands for any 
house to join with him, and hear him pray; but it article he wanted from the neighbouring shops; 
was observed that he could not officiate in any that it answered the door when "the pin wa
 
holy duty without the black staff, or rod, in his tirled," and preceded him in the capacity of a link- 
hand, and leaning upon it, which made those who boy at night in the Lawnmarket. In his house 
heard him pray, admire his flood in prayer, his I several sums of money in dollars were found 
ready extemporary expression, his hea\'enly ges- wrapped up in pieces of cloth. .\ fragment of the 
ture, so that he was thought more an angel than a latter, on being thrown on the fire by the bailie in 
man, and was termed by some of the holy sisters, charge, went up the \\ ide chimney with an explo- 
ordinarily Allgelical Thomas.''' I sion like a cannon, while the dollars, when the 
" Holy sisters," in those days abounderl in the magistrate took them home, flew about in such a 
major's quarter; and, indeed, during all the latter I fashion that the demolition of his house'seemed 
part of the 17th century the inhabitants of the Bow imminent. 
enjoyed a peculiar fame for piety and zeal in the \,"hile in prison he confessed, without scruple. 
cause of the National Cm'enant, and were fre- that he had been guilty of crimes alike possible 
quently subjected to the wit oCthe Cavalier faction; I and impossible. Stung to madness by conscience, 
Dr. Pitcairn, Pennycook, the burgess bard, stigma- I the unfortunate wretch seemed to feel some com- 
tised them as the" Bow-head Saints," the "godly fort in sharing his misdeeds with the devil. yet hL 
plants of the Bow-head," &c.; and even Sir Walter refused to address himself to Heaven for pardon. 
Scott, in describing the departure of Dundee, To all who urged him to pray, he answered b) 
sings :- wild screams. "Torment me no more-I am tor- 
H As he rode do\\ n the sanctified bends of the Bow, tured enough already!" was his constant cry; and 
Ill-a carline \\as flyting and shaking her pow;" he declined to see a clerg) man of any creed, sa}- 
and it was in this quarter that many of the po- ing, according to Law's "Memorials," that" his 
lemical pamphlets and sermons of Presbyterian condemnation was seaied; and since he was to go 
divines have since been published. I to the de\'il, he did not wish to anger him !" 
:\Iajor Weir, "after a life characterised eMernaIIy When asked b)' the minister of Ormiston if he 
by all the graces of devotion, but polluted in secret had e\'er seen the devil, he answered, "that an} 
by crimes of the most revolting nature, and which fealling he ever hade of him was in the dark." 
little neederl the addition of wizardry to e
cite the I He and his sister were tried on the 9th of April, 
horror of living men, fell into a se\'ere sir kness, 1670, hefore the Justiciary Court; he was sen- 
which affected his mind so much that he made tenced to be strangled and burned, between Edin- 
open and voluntary confession of all his \\icked- burgh and Leith. and his sister Griæl (called Jean 
ness." , by some), to be hanged in the Grassmarket. 
According to Professor Sinclair, the major had \\-hen his neck was encircled by the fatal rop
 
made a compact with the devil, who of course out- at the place of execution, and the fire that was to 
witted his victim. The fiend had promised, it was consume his body-the "burn" to which, as the 
said, to keep him scatheless from all peril, but a people said, the devil had lured him-he was bid 
single" burn;" hence the accidental naming of a to say, "Lord, be merciful to me!" but he only 
man named Burn, by the sentinels at the :r-; ether replied fiercely and mournfully," Let me alone- 
Bow Port, when he visited them as commander I will not; I have lived as a beast and must die 
of the Guard, cast him into a fit of terror; and like a beast." When his lifeless body fell from the 
on another occasion, finding Libberton Burn stale into the flaming pyre beneath, his favourite 
before him, was sufficient to make him turn back stick, which (according to RamI/lac RedÍ1'Í1'l1s} 
trembling. I "was all of one piece of thornwood, with a crooked 
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head," and without the aid of which he could per-I ing to the Tolbooth from Greenside, she would not 
form nothing, was cast in also, and it was remark cd I believe that her brother had been burned till told that 
by the spectators that it gave extraordinary twist- it had perished too; "whereupon, notwithstanding 
ings and writhings, and was as long in burning as her age, she nimbly, and in a furious rage, fell upon 
the major himself. The place where he perished her knees, uttering words horrible to be remem- 
was at Greenside, on the sloping bank, whereon, bered." She assured her hearers that her mother 
in I 846, was erected the new church, so called. had been a witch, and that when the mark of a 
If this man was not mad, he certainly was a I horse-shoe-a mark which she herself displayed- 
singular paradox in human nature, and one of a came on the forehead of the old woman, she could 
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kind somewhat uncommon-outwanlly he exhibited 
the highest strain of moral sentiment for years, and 
during all that time had been secretly addicted to 
every degrading propensity; till eventually, unable 
to endure longer the sense of secret guilt and 
hypocrisy, with the terrors of sickness and age 
upon him, and death seeming near, he made a 
confession which some at first believed, and on 
that confession alone was sentenced to die. 
If Weir was not mad, the ideas and confessions 
of his sister show that she undoubtedly was. She 
evidently believed that her brother's stick was 
one possessed of no ordinary power. Profcssor 
Sinclair tells us, that on one of the ministers return- 


-
 


tell of events then happening at any distance, an.d 
to her ravings in the Tolbooth must some of the 
darkest traditions of the West Bow be assigned. 
She confessed that she was a sorceress, and 
among other incredible things, said that many years 
before a fiery chariot, unseen by others, came to 
her brother's house in open day; a stranger invited 
them to enter, and they proceeded to Dalkeith. 
\Vhile on the road another stranger came, and 
whispered something in the ear of her brother, who 
became visibly affected; and this intelligence was 
tidings of the defeat of the Scottish amlY, that very 
day, at Worcester. She stated, too, that a dweller 
in Dalkeith had a familiar spirit, who span for her 
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an extraordinary quantity of yarn, in the time that flaming torches, as if a multitude of people were 
it would have taken four women to do so. I there, all laughing merrily. "This sight, at so 
At the place of execution in the Grassmarket a dead a time of night, no people being in the win- 
frenzy seized her, and the wret
hed old creature I dows belon;:;ing to the cl
se, made her and her 
began to rend her garments, In order, as she servant haste home, declanng all that they saw to 
shrieked, that she might die "with all the shame the rest of the family." 
she could!" I "For upwards of a century after 
Iajor Weir's 
Undeterred by her fate, ten other old women death he continued to be the bugbear of the Bow, 
were in the same year burned In Edinburgh for I and his house remained uninhabited. His ap- 
alleged dabbling in witchcraft. parition," says Chambers, "was frequently seen at 
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The reverend Professor who compiled "Satan's night, flitting like a black and silent shadow about 
Invisible World," relates that a few nights before the street. His house, though known to be deserted 
the major made his astounding confession, the by everything human, was sometimes observed at 
wife of a neighbour, when descending from the midnight to be full of lights, and heard to emit 
Castle Hill towards the Bow-head, saw three strange sounds, as of dancing, howling, and, what 
women in different windows, shouting, laughing, is strangest of all, spinning. Some people occa- 
and clapping their hands. She passed on, and sionally saw the major issue from the low close at 
when abreast of Major Weir's door, she saw a midnight, mounted on a black horse without a 
woman of twice mortal stature arise from the street. head, and gallop off in a whirlwind of flame. Nay, 
Filled with great fear, she desired her maid, who sometimes the whole inhabitants of the Bow would 
bore a lantern, to hasten on, but the tall spectre be roused from their sleep at an early hour in the 
still kept ahead of them, uttering shouts of "un- morning by the sound of a coach and six, first 
measurable laughter," till they came to the nanow rattling up the Lawnmarket, and then thundering 
alley called the Stinking Close, into which the down the Bow, stopping at the head of the tenible 
spectre turned, and which was seen to be full of close for a few minutes, and then rattling and 
40 
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thundering back again; being neither more nor I and with narrow windows thrust into the oddest 
less than Satan come in one of his best equi- corners, or up even above the very cornice of the 
pages to take home the major and his sister after ceiling, in order to catch every wandering ray of 
they had spent a night's leave of absence in their light, amid the jostling of its pent-up neighbourhood. 
terrestrial dwelling." I A view of the largest apartment is given in the 
Scott also tells us in his "Letters on Demonology," I Abbotsford edition of the Waverley novels, under 
that bold indeed was the urchin who approached the name of the' Hall of the Knights of St. John, 
the gloomy house, at the risk of seeing the major's St J olm's Close, Canongate.' " But he adds that he 
enchanted staff parading the desolate apartments, ' had failed in every attempt to obtain any clue to the 
or hearing the hum of the necromantic wheel which, early history of this mysterious edifice which tradi- 
procured for his sister such a reputation as a spinner. I tion thus associated with the soldier-monks of Tor- 
.\bout the beginning of the present century, phichen. 
according to the author above quoted, when Weir's I Discoveries made in the course of its demolition 
house was beginning to be regarded with less added to the mystery concerning it In the stair 
superstitious terror, an attempt was made by the leading from the court to the hall there was a 
luckless proprietor to find one bold enough to I quaint holy-water font; and in clearing out the 
become his tenant, and such an adventurer was interior, it was found that the ceiling had at one 
procured in the person of a dissipated old soldier time been beautifully painted with flowers and 
named William Pattillo, whose poverty rendered geometric designs. In the great open chimney-place 
him glad to possess a house at any risk, on the low of the hall there were, singularly enough, two small 
terms at which it was offered j amI the greatest windows; and in the heart of the massive walls 
interest was felt by people of all ranks in the were found secret stairs that led from the hall to 
city, on its becoming known that :\Iajor Weir's rooms above it. 
house was about to have a mortal tenant at last! In addition to these secret passages, the walls 
Patullo and his spouse felt rather flattered .by I disclosed four recesses that had been faced with 
the interest they excited; but on the first night, as I stone, and which concealed the relics of more than 
the venturesome couple lay abed, fearful and wake-lone crime or mystery that will never be unravelled. 
ful, "a dim uncertain light proceeding from the One held the skeleton of a child, with its cap and 
gathered embers of their fire, and all being silent part of its dress; and in the other there were 
around them-they suddenly saw a form like quantities of human bones. In a built-up cupboard 
that of a calf, which came forward to the bed, 
 a large vertebral bone of a whale was discovered. 
and setting its fore-feet upon the stock, looked I " The beams of the hall," says the Scotsmll1l of 8th 
steadfa.stlyat the unfortunate pair. When it had February, 1878, "and indeed of the whole house, 
contemplated them thus for a few minutes, to their were of oak, which, according to tradition, was 
great relief it took itself away, and, slowly retiring, grown on the Burghmuir, and, with the exception 
vanished from their sight As might be expected, ' of the ends which had been built into the \\all, the 
they deserted the house next morning; and for I wood was found to be perfectly sound and beauti- 
another half century no other attempt was made to fully grained." 
embank this part of the world of light from the I Immediately opposite the close that led to the- 
aggressions of the world of darkness." , house of Major Weir, and occupying nearl
 the site- 
But even the world of spirits could not with- of the present St. J olm's Free Church, stood an old 
stand the ImprO\"ement Commission, and the tenement, which bore the date 1602, with the arms 
spring of 1878 saw the house of the wizard of the Somerville family, and the initials P. S. and 
numbered with the things that are no more in this J. W., being those of a once worthy and wealthy 
quarter of Edinburgh, and to effect the removal of magistrate and his wife, whose son Bartholome\\ 
which the Commissioners gave freely the sum of Somerville was a benefactor to the Cniversity of 
.1;4 00 ,000. Edll1burgh, when that institution was in its infancy. 
Behind the abode of the major in the West Bow, The architrave of the door bore also the legend 
but entered from Johnstone's Close, Lawnmarket, 
was another very remarkable old house which was 
demolished about the same time. : A narrOW spiral stair led to a lofty wainscoted 
Of this building Wilson says in his .: Memorials," room, with a fine carved oak ceiling, on the second 
that it exhibits an interior "abounding with plain floor. This was the first Edinburgh Assembly 
arched recesses and corbelled projections, scattered Room, off which was a closet or recess, forming an 
throughout in the most irregular and lawless fashion, ,out-shot over the street, wherein the musicians 
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could retire for refreshments, or to rosin their bows. while others are of opinion that it will have quite a 
Here then did the fair dames of Queen Anne's different effect, and tends to vitiate and deprave the 
time, in their formal stomachers, long gloves, ruffles minds and inclinations of the younger sort." 
and lappets, meet in the merry country dance, or The author, who might have been Davie Deans 
the stately mÙzue! de /a cour, the beaux of the time, himself, and who writes in 1723, adds that he had 
with their square-cut velvet coats and long-flapped been much stmed on this matter by the approach- 
waistcoats, with sword, ruffles, and toupee in tresses, ing solemnity of the Lord's Supper, and that he had 
when the news was all about the battle of Almanza, been" informed that the design of this (weekly) 
the storming of Barcelona, or the sinking of the meeting was to afford some ladies an opportunity 
Sp..1.nish galleons by Benbow in the West Indies, to alter the station that they had long fretfully con- 
or it might be-in whispers-of the unfurling of the tinued in, and to set off others as they should 
standard on the Braes of Mar. prove ripe for the market." 
The regular assembly, according to Arnot, was The old Presbyterian abhorrence of "promis- 
first held in the year 1710, and it continued entirely cuous dancing" was only held in check by the 
under private management till 1746, but though less strait-laced spirit of the Jacobite gentry; but 
the Scots as a nation are passionately fond of so great was the opposition to the Edinburgh 
<lancing, the strait-laced p:ut of "the community .Assembly, as Jackson tells us in his" History of 
bitterly inveighed against this infant institution. the Stage," that a furious rabble once attacked 
In the Library of the Faculty of Advocates there the rooms, and perforated the closed doors with 
is a curious little pamphlet, entitled, a "Letter red-hot spits. 
from a Gentleman in the Country to his Friend in Arnot says that the lady-directress sat at the 
the City, with an Answer thereto concerning the head of the room, wearing the badge of her 
K ew Assembly," which affords a remarkable glimpse office, a gold medal with a motto and device, 
of the bigotry of the time :- I emblematic of charity and parental tenderness. 
"I am informed that there is lately a societ} I After se\ eral years of cessation, under the effect 
erected in your town, which I think is called an of local mal-influence, when the Assembly was 
Assembly. The speculations concerning this meet- re-constituted in 1746, among the regulations hung 
ing have of late exhausted the most part of the up in the hall, were two worth quoting ;- 
public conversation in this countryside: some are I " 
 0 lady to be admitted in a night-gol<'n 
pleased to say that 'tis only designed to cultivate (llég/ígé 1), and no gentleman in boots." 
polite conversation,and genteel behaviour among the I "Ko misses in skirts and jackets, robe-coats, nor 
better sort of folks, and to give young people an staybodied-gO\\ ns, to be allowed to dance in country 
opportunity of accomplishing themselves in both; I dances, but in a set by themselves." 


CH.-\PTER XXXIX. 


THE WEST BOW (coJlcllllfCtl). 


A Hand to Hand Combat in the Bow-Murder in ,60s in ,he Bow-The House of Lord Ruthven-The Hidden Swor<l-Processions in the Bow- 
The Jacobite Prisoners-House of Provos.t Stew,nt-A Secret Entertainment to Prince Charlie-Donaldson the Pnnter-State of Printing 
and Publishing in his Day-The Ed'-'lóllrglt. AJve-rtiser-Splend.id Fortune of his Descendant-Town House of the Napiers of 
Wrightshouse-Trial of Bubara Napier for \\itchcraft-Clockmaker's I.o.nd-Paul Romieu-The Mahogany Land-Duncan Campbell, 
t.:hirurgeon-Templar Homes. 


- \. BITTER personal quarrel had existed for some I Westerhall, conceiving that his enemy was linger- 
years between James Johnstone of "resterhall and ing there either in defiance, or to await him, drew 
Hugh (from his bulk generally known as Braid his sword, and crying, "Turn, villain!" gave 
Hugh) Somen'ille of the Writes, and they had Somerville a gash behind the head, the most severe 
often fought with their swords and parted on equal I wound he had ever inflicted, and which, according 
terms. Somerville, in the year 1596, chancing to to the " Memoirs of the Somervilles," was" much 
be in Edinburgh on pri\'ate business, was one day regrated eftirwards by himse\(" 
loitering about the head of the Bow, when, by I Writes, streaming with blood, instantly drew his 
chance, Westerhall was seen ascending the steep: sword, and ere '\"esterhall could repeat the stroke, 
and winding street, and at that moment some put him sharply on his defence, and being the 
officious person said, "There is Braid Hugh taller and stronger man of the tl\"O, together with 
Somerville of the Writes." , the advantage given by the slope, he pressed him 
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sorely. Keeping on the defensi
'e, Westerhall conveyed to their lodgings. Their wounds were 
gave way step by step, seeking to gain the advan- slight, save that which Writes had just received on 
tage of the ascent, and thus supply the defect of his head, from which several pieces of bone came 
his stature, which Writes perceiving, he bore in away. After he was cured, and after the death of 
close upon him hand to hand. Thus they con- : Hugh Lord Somerville, Privy Councillor to James 
tinued in close and mortal combat for about a VI. (an event which occurred in 1597), these com- 
quarter of an hour, .. clearing the causeway," so batants were reconciled, and their feud committed 
that none could venture near them, or leave the to oblivion, 



 ;;:: 
I
 
i 
I 
I 


' 

 


--=
 --=-== - 



 
ir 


.r 
/' 


-" 


.} 
 I 
.! 



 :. 
, F .ïll....: 
I

 .

 JJ;- { , 
.,1 "

' , !If 
L ! '." .....' I ' 
I" ,,- I F" 
_ " J 
Il,.! .., ; I' II 
 " 
1._r_"
;4 
\ 
 " ,
 '[,,- 
J! ,;; I - I 
r' __. 


''<c,-J :< 'tI\ 

 

" 

iV'r:.. ..... 
AI f" ØE r..i I .' 
-,I J 
 
Ir' ';', or .; 
I' "r 
 



 :J 

 
B 


L 


o --:: / 
- , 


-t 


" 


'. 
1t 


, 
.,
 

 
t
 .
 
, ,. . 
,I r _ . 
, 
 ' 
, , 
, 
 
'I 
"" ,
 
" r 
'" 
 
. " IL I 
1 
 " '" I 
"'j 
t.. 
I -l
 "1 
'1---::, " 
'Jt 


à J \ 
1, 
I , 
ë' :1, 

III 


t ,- 


I 
'J 
j: it "I I ) ' 
r' 
 
, 
 I!,,: '.. 
'" 
I 
, 


I 
I 


tll 


f
l,,!, 
'II 
r 
r 


! I' 
( , 
I 
" , 


'" 
III
 1 



' 


l 


-' 


ASSEMBLY ROOMS, WEST BOW, LOOKING TOWARDS THE LAWNMARKET. 
(From a Dra'l1,inc hy James Skene <if RI/hislaw). 


shop doors; neither dared any man attempt to Eleven years after this, in the m011lh of June, 
part them, for every thrust and stroke of their 1605, William Thomson, a dagger-maker in the 
swords threatened all who came near. Row, was slain by a neighbour of his own, named 
Westerhall eventually was driven down, fighting John Waterstone, who, being taken red hand, was 
every inch of the way to the foot of the Bow; and, next day beheaded on the Castle Hill. The Earl of 
having on-for riding, probably-a pair of long Dunfermline was at that time Provost. 
black boots drawn close up, was becoming quite The arched gate at the foot of the first bend in 
weary, and stepping within a shop door, stood the Bow is distinctly shown in Rothiemay's map 
there on his defence; and then the last stroke (see þ. 112). Within this and the old city wall, on 
given by Hugh Somerville nearly broke his good the west side, was an ancient timber-fronted tene- 
sword, as It struck the stone lintel of the door, ment, known as "Lord Ruthven's Land," being the 
where the mark remained for years after. residence of the gloomy and daring Patrick third 
"The toune being by this tyme all in an uproar," Lord Ruthven, whose son was the first Earl of 
th
y were separated by a party of halberdiers, and . Gowrie-the same dark and terrible lord who rose 
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from his sick-bed (a few months after to be his I which the blade was covered, such as VlIlccre au1 
death-bed, though he fled to Newcastle in the, mori, Fide sed mi 'i.tae, and Soli Deo Gloria. The 
interim), and, donning his armour, dre\
 back the I manner of its concealment, an
 t
e fierce chara
ter 
arras of the Queen's chamber, looking like a pale of the old Lord Ruthven, Wlthm whose ancient 
spectre under his steel-barred heìmet, on that fatal lodging it was discovered, may readily suggest to 
night in the March of 1566, when he planted his the fancy its having formed the instrument of some 
dagger into David Rizzio, whose death was mainly I dark and bloody deed ere it was consigned to its 
his contrivance; and in the demolition of this strange hiding-place." 
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ASSE\{BLY ROOMS, WEST BOW. 
(From a M.asur.d D.awing by T, Hamilton, þJlblish.d in 1830). 


houst: a singular relic of him apparently was dis- I He died at the close of 1566, or early in the 
covered. "Between the ceiling and floor in one following year; and a curious key, which was 
of the apartments, a large and beautifully chased found in the demolition of his house, was pro- 
sword was found concealed, with the scabbard cured by the Society of Antiquaries in 1848. 
almost completely decayed, and the blade, which Up the West Bow for centuries did all th:lt was 
was of excellent temper, deeply corroded with regal, noble, and diplomatic, advance on entering 
rust half-way towards the hilt." Was this the cor- the city; and down it, for 124 years-between the 
rosion of blood? "The point of it," says Daniel Restoration and 1784-went more criminals than 
Wilson, "was broken off, but it still measured can be reckoned, to their doom, and many a victim 
3zl inches long. The maker's name, WILHELM of misrule, such as the luckless and unflinching 
WIRSBERG, was inlaid in brass upon the blade. Covenanters, testifying to the last and glorying in 
His device, seemingly a pair of pincers, was their fate. 
engraved on both sides, surmounted by a coronet, Down the Bow, on the 3rd of September, 1716, 
and encircled on one side with a motto partly I there were marched from the Castle, ell route for 
defaced, and on the other with his name repeated, I trial at Carlisle, eighty-nine Jacobite prisoners. 
I 
and the words in.sol.ingtn. Various other mottoes "The departing troop was followed by a w:lil of 
werè engraved amid the ornamental work with indignant lament from the national heart, the 
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Jacobites pomtmg to it with mingled howls and offices in Edinburgh." In our own time there are 
jeers, as a proof of the enslavement of Scotland." more than a hundred. 
Outside the archway of the Bow Port, and on From his printing-house in the Castle Hill, 
the west side of the street, was the house of Archi- Alexander Donaldson issued the first number of 
bald Stewart, Lord Provost of Edinhurgh in the his once famous newspaper, The Edinburgh Ad7'cr- 
ever memorable year 174S' Its upper windows fiser, on the 3rd of January, 1764. It was a large 
overlooked the Grassmarket, and it was as full of I quarto, and was also issued and sold from his shop, 
secret stairs, trap-doors, little wainscoted closets, .. near Norfolk Street in the Strand, London;" and 
and concealed recesses, as any haunted mansion his first number contains the following curious 
in a nursery tale. In one apartment there stood advertisement, among others :- 
a cabinet, or what appeared to be such, but which "Any young woman not under IS, nor much 
in reality was the entrance to a trap-stair. It is over 30 years of age, that is tolerably handsome, 
unknown whether Provost Stewart-whose Jacobite and would incline to give her hand to a Black 
proclivities are welI known, as they brought him Prince, upon directing a letter to F. Y., care of the 
before a court on charges of treason-contrived Publisher, wiII be informed particularly as to this 
this means of retreat, or whether (which is more I matrimonial schcme, which they may be assured 
probable) it had been a portion of the original I is a good one in every respect, the colour of the 
design of the house; but local tradition avers that I husband only excepted. If desired, secresy may 
he turned it to important use on one occasion. be depended on." 
It is said that during the occupation of Edin- For a long course of years this journal, prominent 
burgh by the Highland army in 174S he gave a as a Conservative organ, proved a most lucrative 
secret entertainment to Prince Charles and some I speculation; and as all his other undertakings 
of the chiefs of his army; and it was not conducted I prospered, he left, together with his old house in 
so secretly but that tidings of it reached the officer I the Bow, a rich inheritance to his son, the late Mr. 
commanding in the adjacent Castle, which was then James Donaldson, who eventually realised a large 
garrisoned chiefly by the 47th or Lascelles Regi- fortune, the mass of which (about .[240,000) at 
ment. A party of the latter was sent to seize the his death, in 1840, he bequeathed to found the 
Prince if possible, and, to do so, came down the; magnificent hospital which bears his name at the 
Bow from the street of the Castle Hill. Fortunately, west end of the city. 
their own appearance created an alarm, and before I Six years before his death the old house in the 
they gained admission the guests of the Provost Bow, where he and his father had resided for so 
had all disappeared by the secret stair. . I many years, and whcrein they had entertained most 
Tradition has never varied in the relation of of the literati of their time, was burned to the 
this story, but the real foundation of it is difficult I ground. 
of discovery. This house stood at the foot of I Lower down than the house of the Donaldsons 
Donaldson's Close, and Archibald Stewart was the was an ancient edifice, with a timber front of pic- 
third chief magistrate of Edinburgh who had in- I ' turesque aspect, in former times the town mansion 
habited it. of the Napiers of Wrightshouse-a family which 
In subsequent years it came into possession of passed away about the close of the 17th century, 
Alexander Donaldson, the well-known bookseller, I but was of some importance in its time. 
whose litigation with the trade in London made I Alexander Napier of Wrightshouse appears as 
much noise at one time, as he was in the habit of lone of an inquest in 1488. His coat armorial 
deliberately reprinting the most modern English was a bend, charged with a crescent between two 
works in Edinburgh, where, before his epoch, both I mullets. He married Margaret Napier of l\1er- 
printing and publishing were at the lowest ebb. I chiston, whose father, Sir Alex
nde
, was slai.n at 
Referring to the state of this branch of industry at Flodden, and whose brother (Ius heir) was slam at 
the time he wrote (1779), Arnot says :-" TilI Pinkie. In IS81, among the names of the Com- 
within these forty years, the printing of newspapers missioners appointed by James VI., "anent the 
and of school-books, of the fanatic effusions of cuinze," that of William Napier of the Wrights- 
Presbyterian clergymen, and the hw-papers of the house appears; and in I S90 his sister Barbara 
Court of Session, joined to the patent Bible print- Kapier was accused of witchcraft on the 8th of May, 
ing, gave a scanty employment to four printing- and of being present at the great meeting of 
cot- 
houses. Such, however, has been the increase of tish witches held by the devil in North Berwick. 
this trade by the reprinting of English books, that I The wife of Archibald D
uglas (brother of the 
there are now no fewer than twenty-seven printing- Laird of Carshoggil), her trIal was one of great 
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length, involving that of many others; but a portion nothing remains of these Napiers but their tomb 
of the charges against her will suffice as a sample and burial-place on the north side of the choir of 
of the whole, from" Pitcairn's Trials." I St. Giles's. 
"Satan had informed the witches that James VI. In the basement of the house which was once 
of Scotland was the greatest enemy he had, and theirs was the booth from which the rioters, on the 
the latter's visit to Norway, to bring over his queen, night of the 7th September, 1736, obtained the 
seemed to afford an opportunity for his destruc- rope with which they hanged Porteous. It was 
tion. Accordingly, Dr. Fiar of Tranent, the then rented by a woman named Jeffrey, a dealer in 
devil's secretary, summoned a great gathering of miscellaneous wares, who offered them the rope 
witches on Hallow Eve, when 200 of them em- gratis when she learned for what purpose it was 
barked, each in a riddle or sieve, with much mirth required, but one of the conspirators threw a 
and jollity; and after cruising about somewhere on guinea on the counter as payment.. The house of 
the ocean with Satan, who rolled himself before I the Napiers \Vas demolished in 18 33. 
them on the waves, dimly seen, but resembling a I Opposite the mansion of Provost Stewart, and 
huge haystack in size and aspect, he delivered to also outside the Bow Port, but on the east side 01 
one of the company, named Robert Grierson, a I the bend, was a tenement knO\\ n as "the Clock- 
cat, which had been drawn previously nine times maker's Land;' which was demolished in 1835, to 
through a crook, giving the order to 'cast the same make way for what is now Victoria Street, but 
into the sea.''' which took its name from an eminent watchmaker, 
This remarkable charm was intended to raise a native of France, named Paul Romieu, who is 
such a furious tempest as would infallibly drown said to have occupied it from the time of Charles 
the king and queen, then on their homeward II. (about 1675) till the beginning of the eighteenth 
voyage from Christiania, which, if any credit may century. In front of the house there remained, 
be given to the declaration of James (who greedily until its demolition, one of the wonders of the 
swallowed the story), wa:; not without some effect, Bow--a curious piece of mechanism, which formed 
as the ship which conveyed him encountered a the sign of the ingenious Paul Romieu. It projected 
furious contrary \\ ind, while aU the rest of the fleet over the street from the third storey-a gilded 
had a fair one and a smooth sea. ball representing the moon, which was made to 
On this, Barbara Napier and her infernal com- revolve by means of clockwork. A large iron 
panions, after regaling themselves with wine out of key of antique form, which was found among the 
their sieves, landed, and proceeded in procession ruins of this house, is preserved in the Museum of 
to North Berwick Kirk, where the devil awaited Antiquities. 
them in the pulpit, singing as they went- Among the oldest edifices in this part of the 
street was one \\ hich bore the singular name of 
the " Mahogany Land," having an outer stair pro- 
tected by a screen of wood. There was no date 
Sir James :Melville gives us a most distinct account to record its erection, but its ceilings were curiously 
of the devil's appearance on this auspicious occa- I adorned by paintings precisely similar to those 
sion. His body was like iron; "his faice was which were founll in the palace of Mary of Guise 
terrible; his nose like the bek of an egle;" he I in the Castle Hill, and no record remained of its 
had claws like those of a griffin on his hands and generations of inmates, save that, like others about 
feet. He then call
d tl
e roll to see. that all were I to be rr:entioned, it bore the iron cross of the 
present, and all did hUll homage m a manner Temple, and also the legend-which, from being a 
equally humiliating and indecorous, which does simply moral apophthegm, and not Biblical, was 
not admi,t of desc
iption. here. . I supposed to be anterior to the Reformation-He. 
All this absurdIty bemg proved against Barbara }-t. tho/is. 07'e1"colllmis. (i.e., "He that bears over- 
Napier, she was sentenced, with many others, on I comes.") There was also a half-obliterated shield. 
the 11th of :\lay, 1590, to be burnt "at a stake sett I For ages the Bow was famous as the chief place 
on the Castle Hill, \\ ith barrells, coales, heather, for whitesmiths, and till abom the time of its demo, 
I 
and powder;" but \\hen the torch was about to lition there was scarcely a shop in it occupied by 
be applied, pregnancy was alleged, according to' any other tradesmen, and even on Sunday the 
Calderwood's ." Historie,". as a just and s
lfficient: ceaseless clatter of their hammers on all hands 
cause for staymg proceedmgs; the executIon was rang from morning till night. 
delayed, an
 ultimately the unfortunate creature I Behind the Mahogany Land" lay several steep, 
was set at liberty by order of James VI. Now narrow and crloom y closes containin g the most 
, '. I:) , 


.. Cummer go ye before, cum:ner go ye; 
Gif ye winna gang before, cummer let me." 
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singular groups of huge, irregular, and diversified I case of his is thus reported by Lord Fountainhall, 
tenements that could well be conceived,-here a under date July 6th, 1709:- 
stunted little timber dwelling black with age, and .. Duncan Campbell, of Ashfielct, giving himself 
beyond it a pile of masonry, rising, storey above , out to be the best lithotomist and cutter for the 
storey, from some murky propound that left its I stone, pursues Mungo Campbell, of N etherplace, 
chimneys, scarcely rivalling those of its dwarfish that he being under the insupportable agony of the 
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MAHOGANY LAND. 
(From a .JJ-/
asur
d DrawIng by T. Hal/dlton, þttolislted in 1830.) 


neighbours, after climbing thus far from their foun- i gravel, and was kept down in his bed by two 5('1'- 
dations in the depths below." vants, sent for the said Duncan to cure him, who 
The Edillburgh Gazette for July, 1702, informed leaving the great employment he had, waited on 
the public that Duncan Campbell, of Ashfield, him for several weeks; and by an emaciating diet, 
chirurgeon to the city of Glasgow, was receiving fitted him for the operation, then cut him and 
patients in his lodging at the foot of the West Bow, brought away a big stone of five ounces' weight, and 
and that he was great in operations for stone, since that time he has enjoyed better health, for 
having "cutted nine score persons without the which extraordinary cure all he got in hand was 
death of any, except five"; and one astounding seventeen guineas; whereas, by his attendance 
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and diversion from other patients, and his lucrum I In the city the orùer possessed several flat-roofed 
assatls, he has lost more than L50 sterling, and tenemt:nts, known as the Temple Lands, and one 
craves that sum :is his fee and the recompense of archway, numbered as 145, on the south side of the 
his damage:' Grassmarket, led to what "as called the Temple 
But as it was represented for the Laird of Nether- Close, but they have all been removed. It was 
place, that he had done his work unskilfully, and a lofty pile, and is mentioned in a charter of 
caused much agony to the patient, the Lords held Lord Brnning, dated 1623, as "the fore-and-back 
that the sum of seven- Tempillandf" lyand 
teen guineas was suffi- next ye Gray Friers' 
cient payment. "'--- Yard;" and in 1598, 
At the foot of the M
 - iiI, "a telnple tenell1ent 
Bow, and on the west '" Iyand near the Gray 
side chiefly, were a few _
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at Damascus, that the so late! y as 1731, on 
G d ' ROMIEU'S HUUSE. 
ran Pnory of Scot- the 24th of Au g ust, 
(From a JJf
Qsu...d Drmvingby T. Hamil/
n,þub/isMd if< 1830,) 
lantl was instituted,. the Temple vassals 
and the knight who presided over it was then were ordered by the Bailie of Lord Torphichen, 
styled .IJfágister D011luS Templi zil S,otiâ, when to erect the cross of St. John "on the Temple- 
lands were bestowed on the order, first by King lands within Burgh, amerciating [fining] such as 
David 1., and then by many others. To all the did not affix the said cross." This "as a str:!nge 
property belonging tp the Temple a great value enactment in a country \\ here it is still doubtful 
was attJ.ched, from the circumstance that it whether such an emblem can figure as an ornament 
afforded, until the extinction of heritable juris- upon a tomb or church. Clearly there must have 
dictions in 1747, the benefit of sanctuary; thus been some. disinclination to affix the crosses. 
the Temple tenements in Fifes hire are still termed otherwise the regulation would scarcely h:!ve been 
houses of refuge. I passed. 
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CHAPTER XL. 


EDINBURGH IN 1745. 


Provost Stewart-Advance of the Jacobite Clans-Preparations for Defence-Capture of the City-Lochiel"s Surprise-Entrance of Prince 
Chdrles-Arrival at Hol)rood- James VIII. Proclaimed at the Cross-Conduct of the Highland Troops in the City-Colquhoun Grant- 
A Triumphal Proce!!osion-Guest"
 Council of War-PreslOn's FidtôU\y. 


'VE have referred to the alleged narrow escape of I 
Prince Charles Edward in the house of Provost 
Stewart in the West Bow. Had he actuaUy been 
captured there, it is difficult to tell, and indeed use- 
less to surmise, what the history of the next few 
years would have been. The Castle would probably 
have been stormed by his troops, and we might 
never have heard of the march into England, the 
fields of Falkirk or Culloden. One of the most 
singular trials consequent upon the rising of 1745 
was that of Provost Stewart for " neglect of duty, 
misbehaviour in public office, and violation of trust 
and duty." 
From his house in the Bow he had to proceed to 
London in November, 1745. Immediately upon 
his arrival he sent notice of it to the Secretary of 
State, and underwent a long and vexatious trial 
before a Cabinet Council. He was taken into 
custody, but was. liberated upon the 23rd of 
January, 1746, on bail to the extent of .L 15,000, 
to appear, as a traitor, before the High Court of 
Justiciary at Edinburgh. 
Whether it was that Government thought he was 
reaUy culpable in not holding out the extensive 
and mouldering walls of Edinburgh against troops 
already flushed with success, and in opposition to 
the wishes of the majority of the inhabitants, or 
whether they meant only to intimidate the dis- 
affected, we shall not determine, says Arnot. Pro- 
vost Stewart was brought to trial. and the court 
"found it relevant to infer the pains of law, that the 
panel, at the time and place libelled, being then 
Lord Provost of the City of Edinburgh, wilfully 
neglected to pursue, or wilfully opposed, or ob- ' 
structed when opposed by others, suo;h measures as 
were necessary for the defence of the city against 
the rebels in the instances libeUed, or so much 
of them as do amount to such wilful neglect." 
After a trial, which occupies 200 pages of an 
octavo volume (printed for Crawford in the Parlia- 
ment Close, 1747), on the 2nd of November, the 
jury, the half of whom were country gentlemen, 
returned a verdict, unanimously finding Provost 
Stewart not guilty; but he would seem to have left 
the city soon after. He settled in London, where 
he became an eininent merchant, and died at 
Bath, in 1780, in the eighty-third year of his age. 
No epoch of the past has left so vivid an 
impression on the Scottish mind as the year 1745 ; 


history and tradition, poetry and music, prove 
this from the days of the Revolution down to those 
of Durns, Scott, and others; for the whole land 
bec:mle filled with melodies for the lost cause and 
fallen race; while it is a curious fact, that not one 
song or air can be found in favour of the victors" 
Considerable discontent preceded the ad\"ent 
of the Highlanders in Edinburgh, which then had 
a population of only about 40,000 inhabitants. 
Kincaid tells us that there was an insurrection 
there in !7-P in consequence of the high price of 
food; and another in 17 .p, in consequence of a 
number of dead bodies ha\ ing been raised. The 
former of these was not quelled without bloodshed, 
and in the - latter the houses of many suspected 
persons were burned to the ground; and that 
imaginary tribulation might not be wanting, we 
learn from the autobiography of Dr. Carlyle of 
Inveresk, that people now began to recall a pro- 
phecy of Peden the pedlar, that the Clyde should 
run with blood in 1744. 
A letter from the Secretary of State to the Town 
Council had made that body aware, so early as the 
spring of 1744, that it was the intention of Prince 
Charles to raise an insurrection in the Highlands, 
and they hastened to assure the king of their 
loyalty and devotion, to evince which they pre- 
pared at once for the defence of the city, by 
augmenting its Guard to 126 men, and mustering 
the trained bands. Aftér landing in the wilds of 
1\I0idart, with only seven men, and unfurling his 
standard in Glen finnan, 011 the 19th of August, 
1745, Charles Edward soon found himself at the 
head of 1,200 followers, whose success in a few 
petty encounters roused the ardour and emulation 
of the :'.Iacdonalds, l\IcLeans, and other warlike 
septs, who rose in <lrms, to peril life and fortune 
for the last of the old royal race. 
The news of his landing reached Edinburgh on 
the 8th of August, and it was quickly followcd by 
tidings of the muster in Glenfinnan, and thc cap- 
ture of a company of the 1st Royal Scots, at the 
Spean Bridge, by Major 
Iacdonald of Teindrcich. 
Early in July 5,000 st.md of arms had been placed 
in the Castle, which Lieutenant-General Sir J olm 
Cope ordered to be provi5ioned, while he reinforced 
its ordinary garrison by two companies of the 47 th 
regiment; and the Lieutenant-Governor, Lieutenant-- 
. General Preston, of Valley field (who had been 
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appointed thereto in 17 16), mustered the out- four miles distant from the capital, and to avoid 
pensioners of Chelsea, and officered them, 10caIJy, e'\.posing his twops to the Castle guns in advancing, 
from the half-pay list. he wheeled southward towards Slateford, and fixed 
Doubtful of the faith of Preston, as a Scotsman, his quarters at Gray's l\Iill, two miles from the 
the Government superseded him in command, and city. 
sent in his place Lieutenant-General Joshua Guest, Great was now the excitement within the walls. 
an Englishman, who proved a staunch Jacobite, The militia, called the trained b.ands, consisted of 
and on the approach of the Highlanders he was 
ixteen companies, or 1,000 men, entirely un disci- 
the first to propose a capitulation, a measure plined, and many of them entirely disloyal to the 
vigorously opposed by Preston, a resolute 'Vhig of Hanoverian cause. In their own armoury the 
the old King William school, who thereupon under- citizens had 1,250 muskets and 200 ba)onets, 300 
took the defence, with a garrison which consisted sets of accoutrements, a considerable quantity of 
only of the old Castle comp.my, the two companies ammunition, with se
enty-five stand of arms and 
of the 47th, each mustering about seventy bayonets, Lochaber axes belonging to the City Guard. On 
under l\Iajor Robertson, the Chelsea Pensioners, l\Ionday, 16th September, Hislop, keeper of this 
and Lieutenant Brydone's artillery company, which arsenal, issued 500 rounds of ball ammunition and 
had landed at Leith on the 4th of September, and sixty firelocks to each company of the trained 
marched in with a great quantity of the munitions bands, thirty-nine firelocks to the additional 
of war. company of the City Guard, and twenty-fou:- to the 
The other troops in Scotland at this time con- company of the Canongate-head, 500 rounds of 
sisted only of the 13th and 14th Light Dragoons ball to the Seceders, whose muster-place was the 
at Edinburgh, the company of the Royals captured Infirmary, and 450 lbs. of powder for the cannon on 
at Spean Bridge, the 6th Foot at Aberdeen, two the walls. All the rest he sent to the Castle. The 
companies of the 21st Scots Fusiliers at Glasgow, banner borne by the Seceders is now in the l\Iuseum 
the 25th .Edinburgh regiment in Fifeshire, two of Antiquities, and was once used at Bothwell 
companies of the 42nd at Crieff, five of the 44th Brig. It is blue, with a white St. Andrew's saltire, 
in the 'Vest, and another five at Berwick, the 46th charged with five roses, and the motto, CVi:mallts, 
(known as "l\Iurray's Bucks") scattered over the I Rdigi"'l, KÙlg, ami .l(i'/gdo11ls. 
Highlands, Loudon's Highlanders (disbanded in Towards the end of the preceding month the 
1749) stationed in the north; in all not quite 4,000 nore zealous citizens had proposed to raise a 
men; but, collecting these, Sir John Cope prepared regiment 1,000 strong for the defence of the town, 
to bar the Prince's way into the Lowlands. but the royal permission therefor was not accorded 
Quitting Perth at the head of little more than till the 9th of September, and by the time that 
2,000 men,. only the half of whom had arms, the the Prince drew near only 200 men had been 
latter, on the 11th September, resumed his ad
en- enro1led, all of the most dissolute charactel, and 
turous march southward, and crossing the Forth tempted by the proffered pay alone. In addition 
by the perilous fords of Frew, to avoid the guns to these was the regiment of Edinburgh Volunteers, 
of Stirling, he held on his way by the Scottish 400 strong, divided into six companies, and drilled 
Marathon, by the Tonvood and Linlithgow, tra- regularly twice daily. Cannon from the ships at 
versing scenes that he, the heir of the ancient regal Leith were mounted on the walls together with 
line, could not have beheld without emotion, en- swivels or pateraroes (i.e., small cannon). The ports 
gaged, as he was, on an enterprise more daring were barricaded; there was much military bluster, 
and more desperate than had evel been under- with milch singing of psalms ; but as the Highlanders 
taken by any of his ancestors since Bruce fought drew nf'arer all this show of valour died away. 
the battle of Dairy. When the Prince's vanguard was at K.irkliston, it 
On the 17th he was at Corstorphine, less than was proposed by General Guest that the two Light 
- .- - Dragoon regiments, supported by the City Guard, 
. A true account of the strength of the Highland army, 27th Augu.t. '745 the so-called. Edinburgh Regiment, and 250 vol un- 


:
ald: ru;
n
.;"e
.of'his Ishnd .,.
: teers, should march out and give battle to the 
The Stewart;; of Appin under Ardsheil ... 250 insurgents! 
lo..eppnch... ... ... .. ... ...... .., 260 The si gn al was g iven; on the forenoon ofTues- 
Glengarry"s men. including Knoydart. Glencoe. 
and the Grants of Glenmoniston. .. 600 day the 17th of September the dang of the alann 
2.060 bell.; came during sermon, and the people rushed 
("Cullodcn Papers. ") forth from the churches to find the detailed force 
UThe Hi2"hlanderö were not more than r,800, and the halfoC them only 
were armed." (.. Autobiog.aphy of Dr. Carlyle of Inveresk.") drawn up under arms in the High Street; but the 
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summons (said Sir Walter Scott, in the Quarterly I The preposterous idea of meeting the High- 
Ra'Ïe'å',) instead of rousing the hearts of the landers in the open field was abandoned; the 
volunteers, like the sound of a trumpet, rather remains of the force were led to the College YJrds 
reminded them of a passing knell. Most pitiful and dismissed for the evening; but the City Guard, 
was the bearing of the volunteers, according to Dr. the men of the Edinburgh Regiment, and the 
Carlyle of Inveresk, who was one of them on this cavalry, went out to reconnoitre as far as Cor- 
occasion. .. The ladies in the windows treated us storphine. Seeing nothing of the enemy, the famous 
very variously; many with lamentation, and even and pious Colonel Gardiner of the 13th Dragoons, 
with tears, and some with scorn and derision. In who commanded the whole, halted in the fields 
one house on the south side of the street there was between Edinburgh and Leith, leaving a small party 
a row of windows to watch the west 
full of ladies, who I " I:,! - / I road, while fresh 
appeared to enjoy - .' ('tI o"')r 
:,-::""'51 volunteers came into 
O"C ma<eh to .emg<< ,"' 
':iv _;;,
1 'i' 
. ;, 
 Ihe cily from ,,"..d. 
with much mirth and . _,tt.,!!" ->
 ".. ,-,/,." .If., . burgh and Dalkeith. 
lIIt1i -" .. ." J
 I : 
levity." He adds :'. 
.; 1t
 I 
J I ',' :,,,,, That night Brigadier 
that these CIVIC war- ',:1. -..;> .. _ Fowkes arrived from 
riors were about to '.
 ,=- ...... '. 

" -.')-, .\0" London to assume the 
fire on these ladies , . 
.- I I command , and he at 
but they pulled their 


 .i- 
.,\nf -
, '

 once led the cavalry 
windows down. I l ib ','.;.....-:'. ,;: 
,-:- 
 rr towards Coltbriòge, 
Summoned from I' . 
-' j' "'
 
"1F , 
 which spans the Leith, 
Leith, the 14th Dra- I: ' '1' r about two miles dis- 
:I
I \ 
 r, I 
goons came spurnng if '.. tant from the then 
I , 
" , :' I '
II , J" J " , ' ':,
, :> - ..- cl ' ty. 
up the street, huzza-', , I J - 
ing and clashing their I 
- 


- _ -, wi S Here a few High- 
'II I' · '. I.- -'r ' e) 
swords in silly bra- I " ' I ,'1," J II _ . _ ' land gentlemen, form- 
vado; the volunteers ' " I ,','" ,I ''''
. , l" _ ing the Prince's van, 
_"":,1<. Ii, 1 
began their march, I 
 .- - ,:1 t fired their pistols, on 
with wives and chil- I ",' J 
r which a dreadful panic 
dren clinging to them, ""'- - - 
'.. at once seized the 
imploring them not - c
 
<..-C'--:. '" 
::::::... 
 13 th and q.th Dra- 
to risk their lives I "_
.:._
---s ..,.... _ 



 goons, who went 
against wild Highland OJ f> !lOUSES, WFST HO\\, .. threes about," and, 
savages; but reso- (FrOI1l4 Jlcasllred I!mwinll by r. Ha1l1ilton,þllblisl1edin 1830,) laden with all the pro- 
Intely enough their perty they could 
commanfler ex-Provost Drummond led the way, . "loot" from Corstorphine and Bell's l\1ills, were 
till the most ludicrous cowardice was exhibited by Seen from the Castle and the city, flying in wild 
all. "In descending the famous West Bow, they disorder eastward by the Lang Gate. At Leith 
disappeared by scores under doorways or down they halted for a few minutes till a cry was raised, in 
"'ynds, till, when their commander halted at the mockery, that the Highlanders were at hand, when 
\Vest Port and looked behind him, he found, to his again they resumed their flight as far as Preston 
surprise and mortification, that nearly the whole of Pans. Then a cry from one of their comrades, who 
his valiant followers harl disappeared, and that fell into a disused coal pit, filled these cravens with 
only. a few of his personal friends remained. The such ungovernable terror, that they fled to North 
author of a contemporary pamphlet-alleged to he Berwick. The road by which they galloped was 
David HUl11e-afterwaròs compared their march to strewn, according to Dr. Carlyle, with their swords, 
the course of the Rhine, which at one place is a pistols, carbines, and skull-caps, which the mortified 
majestic river, rolling its waves through fertile Colonel Gardiner, who had passed the night at his 
fields, but being continually drawn off by little I own house at Uankton, caused to be gleaned up 
canals, dwindles into a small streamlet, and is I and sent in cO\ered carts to Dunbar. 
almost lo
t in the sands before reaching the o
ean." I ,General. Guest sent a d:tacI
men.t into the 
It was saId that the volunteer
 rushed about In the City to spike the c.mnon, wlllch m his heart he 
sorest tribulation, bribing with sixpences e\'ery I had no wish shonlò he used against the Prince. 
solòier they met to take their arms to the Castle. I to sa\ e them for \\ hom the Provost declined all 
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pcrmissiun that they should either be touched or I 
rcmo\'ed; thus eventually the whole, with 1,200 
stand .of arms, became the prize of the Highlanders. I 
:\Ieanwhile the whole of the volunteers, "riff raff," ! 
:1S the General stigm.1tised them, vanished. The 
I blkeith men stole ladders, scaled the walls, and 
fled if! the night; and the Seceders, who were the I Certain commissioners were sent to Gray's Mill 
last to abandon their colours, eventually followed to treat with the Highland chiefs for the ddi\'er- 
them. Then all hope of defending the city was ance of the keys of the city on the best terms; but 


.. But to wanton me, to wanton me, 
o ken ye what mai,t \\ ould wanton me?- 
To see King James at Edinburgh Cross, 
With fifty thousand foot and horse, 
And the vile usurper forced to flee, 
Oh. this is what maist would wanton me ! " 
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l'ROVO,r srEWAIlT'S LAND, WEsr HOW. 
(From a Measured Drawing hy T. Hamilttm,þublislted in 1830.) 


abam10neò; but still the gates were kept closed I of what passed at that conference little is known, 
and guarded. The Whigs \\ ere utterly depressed, I save that at 
en at night they returned \\ ith a letter 
\\hile the Jacobites were in a state of elation which from Charles, demanding a peaceable admittance 
they '\ere at no pains to conceal, and from the into his father's capital; but, aware that prompt 
ladies at their spinets, and the gallants in the strept, measures were necessary, as Cope's army in a fleet 
was heard that song which Dr. Charles M.\d..ay tells of tran"ports was already at Dunbar, he detaileò a 
us was the most popular or fashionable one in the citr detachment of 900 men under Lochiel, Ardsheil, 
during 1745-6, and of which t\\ 0 verses will suffice: and Keppoch, to admnce upon the citv, ca.rrying 
.. To daunton me, and me sae young, with them powder to blow in one of the gates. 
And gude King James's eldest >0n ! Crossing the Burghmuir by moonlight, they 
Oh that's the thing that never can be, reached the vicinity of the Nether Bow Port, by 
For tbe man'
 unborn that'll daunton me ! . d h h S J h ' S 
entenng un er t e arc way near t. 0 n street; 
Oh, ,et me ance on !>eottj,h land, 
and the narrative of Provost Ste\\art's trial records 
\\ lib my g-ude brLldsword iu my hand, 
And the bonnel blue awon my bree. \\ hat followed then. The sentry at the gate stoppeò 
[Ii 11 ""," '... the m.m that'll daunton me !.' a hackl1e} coach that approacheò it fi"Ulll the in!>idc 
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shiel-eighty in number, at the very time that Sir 
John Cope's armament was disembarking at Dunbar. 
" On reaching the eminence below S1. Anthony's 
chapel and well, when for the first time he came 
in sight of the old palace, he alighted from his 
horse, and pa
sed to survey the beautiful scene. 
Then descending to the Duke's Walk (so called 
because it had been a favourite resort of his grand- 
father, to whose flagrant misgovernment he owed 
his exile) he halted for a few minutes to show him- 
self to the people, who now flocked around him in 
great numbers with mingled feelings of cl'riosity 
and admiration. Loud huzzas came from the 
crowd, and many of the enthusiastic Jacobites 
knelt down and kissed his hand. He then 
mounted his horse-a fine bay gelding, presel"\ted 
to him by the Duke of Perth-and rode slowly 
towards the palace. On arriving in front of Holy- 
rood he alighted, and was about to enter the royal 
dwelling, when a cannon ball fired from the Castle 
Other noise there was none, and no bloodshed; struck the front of James V.'s tower, and brought 
not an armed man was to be seen on the streets, to down a quantity of rubbi
h into the court-yard. 
the astonishment of the Highlanders, who saw only No injury was done, however, by this gratuitous 
the people in their night-dresses, at the windows, act of annoyance, and the Prince, passing in at the 
by the light of the early dawn. outer gate, and proceeding along the piazza, and 
They seized the Guard-house, disarmed the the quadrangle, was about to enter the porch of 
Guard, captured the cannon and arsenal, placed what are called the Duke of Hamilton's apartments, 
pickets at the eight principal gates with the when James Hepburn of Keith, who had taken 
utmost order and regularity, while the magistrates part in the rising of I7 J 5, 'a model of ancien t 
retired to their houses, aware that their authority simplicity, manliness, and honour,' stepped from 
was ended. the crowd, bent his knee in token of homage, and 
Generals Guest and Preston hoisted the royal then drawing his sword, raised it aloft, and mar- 
standard on the Castle, and fired a few cannon to shalled the way before Charles up-stairs." 
warn all to keep from its vicinity, and, meanwhile, On this day Charles wore a short tartan coat, with 
after two hours' sleep, Charles prepared to take the star of St. Andrew, a blue velvet bonnet, and 
possession of the palace of his forefathers. 1\1aking white cockade, a blue ribbon over his shoulder, 
a tour to the south, to avoid the fire of the Castle scarlet breeche
, and military boots. Tall, hand- 
till he reached Braidshurn, he turned towards the some, fair, and noble in aspect, he excited the 
city as far as the Hare Stone, a mass of granite admiration of all those fearless J acobites, the ladies 
on the turnpike road near Morningside-the old especially. "All were charmed with his appear- 
banner stone of the Burghmuir. He then wheeled ance," says Home; "they compared him to 
to the east by the beech-shaded Grange Loan (now Robert Bruce, whom he resembled, they said, in 
bordered by villas, sequestered and grassy then), his figure and fortune. The Whigs looked upon 
which leads by the old house of the Grange to the him with other eyes; they acknowledged that he 
Causeway
ide. was a goodly person, but obs('rved that even in 
Near Priest field he entered the royal parks by that triumphant hour, when about to enter the 
a breach that had been made in the wall, and palace of his fathers, the air of his countenance was 
tra\'ersed the Hunter's Bog, that had echoed so languid and melancholy; that he looked like a 
often to the bugles of his ancestors. Leaving his I gentleman and man of fashion, but not like a hero 
troops to take up their camp, about noon he rode or conqueror." He adds, however, that he was 
-with wholt emotions we may imagine-towards greeted with acclaim by the peasantry, who, when- 
old Holyrood, of a thousand stirring memories, ever he went abroad, sought to kiss his hands, and 
attended by the Duke of Perth and Lord EIcho,. I even to touch his clothes. 
\\Ìth a train of crentlemen and the \eterans of his I At one o'clock on the same day a bOlly of the 
Hi;,;hland guard-veterans of She1Ïffmuir and Glcn- Cap.leron clansmen was drawn up around the 


-the identical vehicle in which the deputies had re- 
turned from Gray's Mill, and the driver of which 
wanted to pass out at that critical juncture. "Open 
the port," he cried, "for I behove to get out." "You 
cannot," replied the sentinel, "without an order from 
Provost Stewart." "Let the coach out instantly," 
said James Gillespie, under-keeper of the gate, 
'- for I have an order to that effect." " Oh, sir, 'tis 
very well; you have the keys of the port and must 
answer for it," replied the soldier, as he pulled 
back the ponderous gate in the arch between its 
two massive towels. 
At that moment a Highlander sprang in and 
wrested his musket from him; it was the chief of 
Lochiel; and immediately the whole clan Cameron 
advanced up the street, with swords drawn and 
colours flying, their pipes playing 


" '''e'll awa to Shirramuir, 
And haud the Whigs in order." 
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venerable 1\Iarket Cross, with the heralds, p
r- I tember
 the Highlande
s, sufferi
g und
r innu
Jer- 
suivants, and the magistrates (many most unwlI-, able dlsad\oantages, gamed a sIgnal vIctOry, m a 
lingly) in their robes, while 1\1r. David Beath few minutes, over a \\ ell-disciplined and \oeteran 
proclaimed "James VIII., King of Scotland, I army, sweeping it from the field in irretrievable 
England, France, and Ireland," in the usual old confusion. The cavalry escaped by the speed 
form, and read the Commission of Regency, dated of their horses, but all the infantry were killed 
1743, with the manifesto of the Prince, dated at or taken, \\ith their colours, cannon, baggage, 
Paris, May 16th, 1745. A number of ladies on drums, and military chest containing ;{,6,000. 
horseback, with swords drawn, acted as a guard of Charies, who, the night before the victor}, slept 
honour. "A great multitude of sympathising in a little house still shown at Duddingston, bore 
spectators was present at the ceremony, and his conquest \\ith great moderation and modesty, 
testified their satisfaction by cordial cheers. In even proposing to put the wounded-among \\ hom 
the e\ening the long-deserted apartments of was the Master of Torphichen, suffering fwm 
Holyrood were enlivened by a ball, at which the t\\ enty sword wounds, of \\ hich he died-in Holy- 
Jacobite ladies were charmed with the elegant rood, but the Royal Infirmary was preferred, as the 
manners and vivacity of the youthful aspirant to palace was required for the purposes of royalty. 
the throne." I On the 21st, preceded by 100 pipers playing 
But few took up arms in his cause. On the I "The king shall enjoy his own again," the pri- 
following day Lord Nairne came in with the Athol soners, to the number of 1,500, of whom 80 were 
Highlanders; old Lord Kellie came in with only I officers, were marched through Edinburgh (prior 
an aged sening man; the Grants of Glenmorriston, to their committal to Logierait and the Castle 
250 strong, marched in on the morning of the I of Doune), together with the baggage train, which 
20th, but the main body of the clan stood aloof, had been taken by the Camerons, and the colours 
though Lord Balmerino and many other noble of the 13th and 14th Light Dragoons, the 6th, 44th, 
and disinherited g('ntlemen (who came almost un- 46th, 47th, and Loudon's Corps. The Prince had 
attended) joined the standard. the good taste not to accompany this triumphal 
The Highlanders remained within their camp, procession. The officers were for a time placed 
or when in the city behaved themselves with the in Queensberry House in the Canongate. 
utmost order and decorum; no outrages occurred, Curiously enough, Sir John Cope's cannon were 
and no brawls of any kind ensued; meanwhile, the all captured on a tramway, or line of wooden rails, 
garrison remained close within the Castle, and till the first of the kind known in E:.;rope, and belong- 
after the battle of Preston Pans, no collision took I ing to some coal-pits in the vicinit} of the field. 
place between them and the troops. The pusillanimity of the regulars was very sin- 
Their quiet, orderly, and admirable conduct I gular, but none more so than that of a party of 
formed a marked difference between them and light dragoons commanded by Major Caulfield, 
most of the merciless ruffians, who, under Hawley, I who fled from the field to the Castle of Fòinburgh, 
Huske, and Cumberland, disgraced the British I a distance of ten miles, permitt . in g themselves to 
uniform; for the little army of Charles Edward be pursued by a single horseman, Colquhoun Grant 
was as orderly as it was brave, and organised in a of Burnside-a little property near Castle Grant- 
fas!1Îon of its own-the discipline of the modern who, in the battle, at the head of twenty-eight 
system being added easily to the principle of clan- Highlanders, captured two pieces of cannon. He 
ship, and the whole-then only 3,000-were now pursued the fugitives to the very gates of the 
completely equipped with the arms found in the Castle, which receiveJ them, and were closed at 
city. The pay of a captain was 2S. 6d. daily; of his approach. After this he leisurely rorie do\\ n 
a lieutenant, 2S.; ensign, IS. 6d.; of a private, 6d. the street, and, after heillg measured for a tartan 
In the clan regiments every company had a double suit in the Luckenbooths, left the city by the 
set of officers. The Leine chriùs (shirt of mail) or Nether Bow-his resolute aspect, "bloody sword, 
chosen men, \\ere in the centre of each battalion, and blood-stained habiliments" striking terror into 
to defend the chief and colours. The front rank, all who thought of opposing him. Grant was selected 
when in line, consisted of the best blood of the as one of the Prince's Life Guards, unòer Lord 
clan and the best armed-particularly those who Elcho. The dress of these Guards \\as blue faced 
had targets. All these received IS. daily while the with red, and scarlet waistcoats laced with gold; 
Prince's money !asteò. the horse-furniture the same. He lived long after 
The battle of Preston Pans is apart from the these events as a Writer to the Signet in Edinburgh, 
histor} of Edinburgh; but there, on the 20th Sep- where he died in 1792. He resided in Gavinloch'<; 
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Land, according to P. Williamson's Directory for the ""eigh-house, where the Highland picket-at 
'784. I Wh0111 was fired the 3 zlb . cannon ball still shown, 
Amid the tumultuous excitement of the High- and referred to in an early chapter-occupied the 
landers entering the city with their trophies, they residence of a fugitive, the Rev. George Logan, a 
repeatedly fired their muskets in the air. One popular preacher, f.lmous controversialist, and 
being loaded with ball, the latter grazed the fore- I author of several learned treatises. 
head of 1\Iiss Nairne, a }oung Jacobite lady, who The noise made by the Highl.mders in the city, 
was waving her handkerchief from a balcony in the din of so m.my pipes in the lofty streets, and 
the High Street. "Thank God!" exclaimed the I the acclamations of the Jacobites, had such an 
fair enthusiast, as soon as she was able to speak, effect upon the wavering mind of General Guest, 
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THr: CASTLE ROAD. (Flom a DrawI-ng hy Jallles lJ7l1/1lmolld, R.S.A.) 
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"that this accident has happened to me, whose that he called a council of war, at which he urged 
true principles are known. Had it befallen a : upon the officers, "that as the fortress was inde- 
Whig, they would have said it was done on pur- I fensible, with a garrison so weak, tcrms for capitu- 
pose." if bting to the Scottish prince should at once be 
This victory annihilated the only regular army entereò into." 
in the kingdom, and maòe Charles master of it all, I To this proposal every officer present assented, 
with the exception of the castles of Edinburgh anò and it would h.lve been adopted, had not Gcneral 
Stirling, and a few petty Highland forts. It caused Preston, the man whom the authorities had ju
t 
the greatest panic in J ondon, and a serious run slIperseòed, demanded to be heard. Stern, 
upon the Hank of England. grim, and tottering under wounds won in King 
The fugitives who reached the Castle numbered William's wars, and inspired by genuine h.ltred of 
10 5. To close it up, guards were now placed at the House of Stuart, he declared that if such a 
all the avenues. The strongest of these was near measure was adopted he would resign his com- 
mission as a di
grace to him. On this. Guest 
. l\ote to chap LT., "Waverley." I handed O\'cr to him the comm:lI1!1 of the fortress, 
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CHARLES EDWARD IN HIS YOUTH 
(F,_m tlte Portrait by Toc'l"
') 


to defend which he instantly adopted the most, se\'enty years in the service. He was in his eighty- 
vigorous measures. He wrote to the Secretary of seventh year, and was so enfeebled by time and 
State, acquainting him that if not soon relieved he wounds as to be unable to walk; yet so constant 
would be compelled to surrender, as his stock of was his vigilance, that every two hours he was 
provisions was so small. Thi
 Ictter fell into the wheeled round the posts to see that his sentinels 
hands of the Prince, by "horn the Castle "as were on the alert, and whenever a Highlander could 
never formally summoned. Preston had now been he seen, a gun loaded with grape was fired at him. 


CHAPTER XLI. 


EDIXBURGII IN 1745 (concludd). 


General GueSl'S "nravery"-Popularity of the Prince-Cas,le ß1ockaded-1t Fires on the City-I..ei,h Bombarded-End of the Rlockade- 
Departure of the Highland Army for England-Prisone", in the Castie-lIIacdonald of Teindreich-Duke of Cumberland in Edmburgh- 
Burning of the Standards. 
GENERAL JOSHUA GUEST took no active part in eulogises the bravery of his defence of the Castle, 
the operations subsequent to his council of war, when" besieged by tne rebels." 
though the inscription on his tomb in Westminster! The officers of state had no\\' fled from EdinLurgh 
42 
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to England or the remote districts of Scotland. The I case he would cause the war-ships in the Forth to 
old Chevalier was proclaimed as James VIII., in burn down Wemyss Castle, the seat of Lord Elcho's 
all large towns where, and particularly in the capital, father; but after some altercation with the council, 
the concealed friends of his cause avowed their I the grim veteran agreed to suspend hostilities till he 
sentiments, and joined the old Jacobitf's in drink- received fresh oròers from London. NeJ\.t day, how- 
ing deep potations to a prince, who, as his organ ever, owing to some misunderstanding, the Highland 
the CaletltmÙ11l j
Iercur)', had it, "could eat a òry I picket fired on certain persons who were conveying 
crust, sleep on rease straw, take his dinner in four I provisions into the Castle, the guns of which opened 
minutes, and win a battle in fi\'e." The ladies I on the Weigh.house, killing and wounding several 
especially, by their enthusiasm, contributeJ not a in the streets. Charles retaliated hy enforcing a 
little to produce great action in his favour. "All strict blockade; and, in revenge, Preston's garrison 
Jacobites," wrote President Forbes at this time, to firell on every Highlanòel that came in sight. 
Sir Andrew Mitchell, "how prudent soever, hecame I On this, by order of the Adjutant-(3eneral, Lord 
mad; all doubtful people became Jacobites; ali i George Murray, the picket was removed to the 
bankrupts became heroes, and talked of nothing but north side of the High Street; but, as it was found 
hereditary rights and victory. And what was more inconvenient to relieve the post by corps, tl1(> gallant 
grievous to men of gall.tntry-and, if you will Lochiel undertook the entire blockade with his 
believe me, much more mischievous to the public I Camerons, who for that purpose were placed in the 
-all the fine ladies, if you will except one or two, I Parliament House. 
became passionately fond of the young adventurer, Several loose characters, among whom was 
and used all their arts and industry for him in the Daddie Ratcliff-who occupies so prominent a 
most temperate nlanner." post in Scott's" Heart of 1\Iidlothian "-dressed as 
Meanwhile the garrison in the Castle obtained Highlanders, conJ\nitt
d some outrages and roh- 
from certain Whig friend!' a supply of provisions, beries; but all were captured and shot, chiefly by 
\\ hich. by ropes, they dre\\ up in barrels and baskets, Perth's Regiment, on I.eith l.inks. 
011 the \\ est side of the rock, but neither the High- Charles contemplated the summons of a Scottish 
lander!' nor the citi,ens suftered any molestation Parliament, but contented himself with denouncing, 
till the night of the 25th September, when the on the 3rd of Uctober, .. the pretended Parliament 
"t'teran Preston, on going his rounds in a wheel- summoned by the Elector of Hanover at \Vcstmins- 
cluir, being alarmed by a sound like that of goats ter," anò decl.uing i: tre lson for the Scot
 to attend. 
sc
ambling among the rocks, he declared it to be a I On 
he preceding dolY the following proclam.1tion 
l-ltghland escalade, anò opened a fire of musketry W..IS Issued from Holyrood. 
and cannon from Drury's battery, beating down "CHAkLES 1'. R. being resohed that no com- 
, se\'eral houses in the West Port. I11unication shall be open between the Ca
tle anll 
In consequence of this the prince strengthened town of Edinburgh during our residence in the 
his picket at the Weigh-house, to prevent all inter- capital, and to prevent the bad effects of reciprocal 
course \\ ith the fortress, upon which Preston fi1l1
g, from thence an
 from our troops, whereby 
wrot(' to Provost Stewart, intimating that unless the houses and inh:Jbitants of our city may 
free communication was permitted he would innocently suffer, we hereby m:Jke public notice, 
open a heavy cannonade. On this, the town th.1t none shall dare, without a speci,11 pass, signed 
council representeò to the prince the òang
r in by our secret.u}', upon pain of death, either resort 
which the city stood, " Gentlemen," he replied, to, or come from the said Castle, upon any pretence 
"I am equally concerned and surprised at the whatsoever; with certification of any persons con- 
barbarity of those who woulò bring òistress upon victed of having had such intercourse, after this our 
the city for what its inhabitants have not the power proclamation shall immediately be carried to exe- 
to prevent; hut if, out of compassion, I should I cution. (;iven at our palace of Holyrood House, 
remove my guards from the Castle, you might with 2nd Oct., I745. (Signed) J. MURRAV." 
equal reason require me to abandon the city." I .\nother guard was posted the next day at the 
He also assureò them that the injuries of the West Church, while the Camerons began to form 
citilens would be repaid out of the c
tates of the a trench and breastwork below the reservoir 
officers in the Castle, "and that reprisals woulll be across the Ca!>tle Hill, but were compelled to retire 
made upon all who were known abettors of the under a fire of cannon from the Half-moon, and 
German government." General Preston being musketry from the léle-du-polll, with the loss of 
further informed that his brother's house at Valley- some killed and wounded. Among the foroler was 
field would be destroyed, he replieò that in that one officer. Another picket \\as now placed at 
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Livingstone's Yard, where a Highlander was I necessities of war.' Fourteen days after, the Fvx 
assassinated by a soldier, who crept towards him was wrecked on the rocks of Dunbar, when Captain 
with a pistol. The same night a party of the 47th Edmond Beavor and all his crew perished." 
ma'de a sally against the same post, and captured The Highlanders maintained their posts withoJt 
Captain Robert Taylor and thirty privates. flinching amid all this veril and consternation, and 
On the morning of the 4th Preston commenced at five o'clock next evening, in defiance of field 
lJ. wanton and destructive bombardment, chiefly in and battery guns, led by their officers, and inspired 
the direction of James's Court, and continued it till by their pipers, they stormed the breastwork by one 
dusk, when, "led by Major Robertson, a strong wild rush, sword in hand, driving in the garrison, 
party, with slung muskets, sallied with spades and which retired firing by platoons; but the capture 
axes to the Castle Hill, where they formed a trench was made with such rapidity that the Prince lost 
fourteen feet broad and siJ\.teen deep, midway only one officer and twenty privates. As the 
between the gate and the reservoir. From the trench was too exposed, it was abandoned. Several 
breastwork formed by the débris that night 200 balls went through the Luckenbooths, and many 
muskets, besides field pieces, continued to blaze lodged in the walls of the Weigh-house, where they 
upon the city, in unison with the heavy 32-pounders, were found on its demolition in [822 ; and Charles 
which from the lofty batteries above swept the Edward. seeing the misery to which Preston ex- 
entire length of the High Street with round shot, posed the people, 8enerously withdrew the block- 
grape, and canister. Many persons were killed ade; and thus ended the last investment of the 
and wounded; but the following night the same Castle of Edinburgh; and it was said to be about 
operations were renewed with greater vigour. this time that he made the narrow escape from 
Under this tremendous fire the 47th (then numbered capture in the Provost's house in the West Bow. 
as the 48th) made another sally, pillaged all the An act of hostility was committed by General 
houses in their vicinity, and, after obtaining a Preston on the 21St September, whën. overhearing 
supply of bread and ale, and several barrels of slime altercation in the dark at the 'Vest Port, 
water from the reservoir, set on fire several houses, where the Highland guard maòe some delay about 
and a deserted foundry, after \\hich they retired admitting a lady in a coach drawn by six horses, 
behind their trench. Many of the poor citizens he ordered three guns to be loaded with grape, 
who attempted to extinguish the flames were killed, depressed, and fired. Though aimed at random, 
for once more the batteries opened with greater the coach was pierced by several balls, and its f,lÍr 
fury than ever. The glare of the burning houses, occupant, Mrs. Cockburn, authoress of the modern 
the boom of so many field and battery guns, the version of the "Flowers of the Forest," had a 
hallooing of the soldiers, the crash of masonry and I narrow escape, while William Earl of Dundonald, 
timber as chimneys and outshots came thundering captain in Forbes's Foot, who rode by her side, 
down on all sides, together with the incessant roar had his horse shot under him. At that moment, 
of 200 muskets, struck the inhabitants with such Mrs. Cockburn, who was returning from Ravelston, 
consternation, that, abandoning their houses, goods, and who was a keen 'Vhig, had in her pocket a 
and chattels, they thought only of saving them- burlesque parody on one of Prince Charles's pro- 
selves by flight. A miserable band of half-clad clamations, to the air of "Clout the Cauldron." 
and terrified fugitives, bearing their children, their Another hostile act was committed when the 
aged parents, their sick and infirm friends, to the Highland army, now increased to double its first 
number of many hundreds, issued from the Nether strength, was reviewed on the Links of Leith prior 
Bow Gate, and fled towards Leith, but were met to the march for England, when the guns from the 
midway by the inhabitants of that place, flying Argyle Battery compelled Charles to change the 
from similar destruction, for at that time the Fvx, scene of his operations to the Links of I\Iussel- 
and Lltdlo70 Castl
, two frigates (whose captains, burgh, at a time when the Forth was completely 
from the Roads, had heard the cannonading, and blocked up by ships of war. On the 30th the 
seen the blaze of the conflagration) were hauled Prince slept at pinkie House, and "on the 3 1st 
close in-shore, and lay broadside towards Leith,! he commenced his memorable invasion of England, 
and with a villainous cruelty-for which English with an army only six thousand in number, but one 
hostility towards Scotland was no apology-were in rivalry and valonr. They departed in three 
raking and bom
arding the st.r
ets with the most I columns; at t1?e head 
f the third Cha
les n
arched 
fatal effects. "hen the fugItIves met 'all was on foot, clad III the HIghland garb, wIth hIs clay- 
perplexity and dismay; the unhappy citizens stood j more in his hand, and a target slung over his left 
still, wringing their hands, and execrating the cruel shoulder." 
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General Preston saluted with cannon the officers I confined in damp vaults, and treated by the ini- 
of State who returned to Edinburgh on the 13th tated soldiers with every indignity and opprobrium. 
November, and hauled down his colours, which had To these were soon added a multitude of prisoners 
been flying since the 16th of September. Guest then of all ranks, belonging to the regiments of Buckley, 
assumed the command, and was nobly rewarded, Berwick, and Clare, of the Irish Brigade in the 
while Preston W,lS consigned to neglect, and the French service, captured by the .lI1iiford Iim'e1J 
humble memorial of his long senice was laid in (40 guns), on board the LOllis Xv., off Montrose. 
vain before the Duke of Cumberland. Thus he On the 9th December, Lord John Drummond, ell 
reaped no advantage from his loyal adherence to rOllle to join the Prince in England, marched 
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THE WEIGH-HOUSE. 
(From a Drawi"g by Stor.r, þuhlish.d in 1820.) 


the House of Hanover, whose policy it was then to through Edinburgh, with 800 men and a train of 
slight the Scots in every way. I8-pounders. He sent a drummer to the Castle 
By a letter from the Lord Presicient to the I to effect an exchange of these prisoners, without 
l\hrquis of Tweeddale (the last Scottish Secretary I avail; and sixteen who were proved to have been 
of St
te), we learn that at this crisis bank notes had deserters from our army in Flanders were thrown 
ceased to be current, that all coin was loc1.ed up, into the Castle pit, from whence four were taken 
"so that the man of best credit in this country to the gallows in the Grassmarket. In the same 
cannot command a shilling;" that bills on Edin- month young Macdonald of Kinlochmoidart, aide- 
burgh or London were of no value; and that bills de-camp to the Prince, was treacherously captured 
drawn for the subsistence of the Earl of Loudon's in the night, near Lesmahago, by the Reverend 
regiment had been returned protested. ! !\Ir. Linning, who, as the price of his blood, 
On the departure of the Prince the Castle was received the incumbency of that parish, acccrding 
crowded with those persons who had fallen under to" Forbes's Memoirs"; and from the Castle he 
the suspicion of Government; among these were: was taken to Carlisle, where he was hanged, drawn, 
Alexander Farl of Kellie, and upwards of sixty and quartered. 
gentlemen, all of whom were heavily ironed, closely J About the end of N O\'ember, when the High- 
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landers, after their retreat from England, were besieg- 
ing Stirling, Lord Tweeddale wrote to General Guest, 
stating that they meant to take the capital again. 
On this, the Edinburghers at once held a solemn 
council of war, and valiantly resolved to defend the 
city; and once more all their plate and valuables 
were committed to the care of General Guest. It was 


take, Hawley, who had served as a major at 
Sheriffmuir, and always expressed contempt for 
the Highlanders, marched with fourteen battalions, 
besides cavalry and artillery, to Falkirk, where his 
army was routed as completely as that of Cope 
had been, and all his guns were taken, save one 
brought off by the 4th Regiment. 
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CHARLES EDWARD IN HIS LATER YEARS. 
(From a Portrait by OzÙ.. Humþhry, R,A,. taken at Floren.", 1776.) 
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arranged that a store of provisions should be I In the Castle he lodged his sole trophy, dIe 
immediately laid in, that the cannon should be brave Major Donald Macdonald of Teinrlreich, 
mountell on travelIing carriages, that the walIs and who struck the first blow in the revolt at the 
gates should be more completely fortified, that a I Spean Bridge, and who had been captured in the 
corps of realIy resolute soldiers should be em- smoke at Falkirk. He was brought in bound with 
bodied; and again arms were issuerl to the, ropes, anrl kept in a dungeon till he was sent in 
Seceders, and all who required them; but on hear- I chains to Carlisle," to be butchered with many 
ing that Charles had actualIy made a requisition others. He was a h,mdsome man, and bore his 
for horses to draw his battering train, their courage sufferings with great cheerfulness. 
evaporated a seconrl time, and all ideas of fight- " It was principle, and a thorough conviction of 
ing were" abandoned; but the arrival of General its being my duty to God, my injured king and 
Hawley's army relieved them from immediate oppressed country," said he, "which induced me 
apprehension. to take up arms under the standard of his Royal 
Erecting an enormous gallows in the Grass- Highness Charles Prince of Wales, and I solemnly 
market, whereon to hang all prisoners he might declare I had no bye views in drawing my sword in 
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his just and honourable cause." His wife pleaded 
for his pardon at the feet of George II. in vain, 
and, like the others, "he died with his last breath 
imploring a blessing on Prince Charles." 
Lord Arundel of Wardour relates the following 
anecdote :-" Many years after the Stuart rising, 
the Duke of Cumberland being present at a ball 
at Bath, indicated as a person with whom he 
would like to dance, a beautiful girl, the daughter 
of .Major Macdonald who was executed at Carlisle, 
and the circumstances of whose last moments 
supplied Sir Walter Scott with the incidents of 
M'lvor's execution in 'Waverley.' The lady rose 
in deference to the prince, but replied in a tone 
which utterly discomfited his Royal Highness, 
, No, sir, I will never dance with the murderer vj 
tII)' filther !' " 
The Duke, with an army overwhelming in num- 
bers, as contrasted with that of Charles, passed 
through Edinburgh on the 2 I st of February, 17 4G, 
not marching at the head of his troops, like the 
latter, but travelling in a coach-and-six presented 
to him by the Earl of Hopetoun; and on being 
joined by 6,000 Hessians, who landed under the 
Landgrave at Leith, he proceeded to obliterate 
" all memory of the last disagreeable afjàir" as the 
rout at Falkirk was named. As he passed up 
the Canongate and High Street he is sairl to have 
expressed great surprise at the number of broken 
windows he saw; but when informed that this was 
the result of a recent illumination in his honour, 
and that a shattered casement indicated the resi- 
dence of a Jacobite, he laughed heartily, remarking, 
" that he was better content with this explanation, 
ill as it omened to himself and his f.lmily, than 
he could have been with his first impression, 
which ascribed the circumstance to poverty or 
negligence." 
A vast mob followed his coach, which passed 
thro'Jgh the Grassmarket, and quitted the city by 


the West Port, ell route'to Culloden, and" at mid- 
night on Saturday the 19th of April Viscount 
Bury, colonel of the 20th Regiment, aide-de-camp 
to the Duke of Cumberland, reined up his jaded 
horse at the Castle gate, bearer of a despatch to 
the Lieutenant-General, announcing the victory; 
and at two o'clock on the morning of Sunday a 
salute from the batteries informed the startled and 
anxious citiæns that, quenched in blood on the 
l\-luir of Drummossie, the star of the Stuarts had 
sunk for ever." 
The standard of Charles, which Tullybardine 
unfurled in Glenfinnan, and thirteen others belong- 
ing to chiefs, with several pieces of artillery and a 
quantity of arms, were brought to the Castle and 
lodged in the arsenal, where some of the latter 
still remain; and one field-piece, which was placed 
on a battery to the westward, was long an object 
bf interest to the people. With a spite that seems 
childish now, by order of Cumberland those 
standards, whose insignia were all significant 01 
high descent anll old achievement, were carrierl in 
procession to the Cross. The common hangman 
bore that of Charles, thirteen Tronmen, or sweeps, 
bore the rest, and all were flung into a fire, 
guarded by the 44th Regiment, while the heralds 
proclaimed the name of each chief to whom they 
belonged-Lochiel, Clanranald, Keppoch, Glen- 
garry, and so forth; while the crowd looked on in 
silence. By this proceeding, so petty in its cha- 
racter, Cumberland failed alike to inAict an injury 
on the character of the chiefs or their faithful 
followers, among whom, at that dire time, the 
bayonet, the gibbet, the torch, and the axe, were 
everywhere at work; and, when we consider his 
blighted life and reputation in the long years that 
followed, it seems that it would have been well had 
the Young Chevalier, the" bonnie Prince Charlie" 
of so much idolatlY, found his grave on the Moor 
of Culloden. 


CHAPTER XLII. 


TIlE NORTH BRIDGE. 
The New To"n projected by James VII.- The North Hridj'"e and other Structures by the Earl or lIIar, r7.S-0pposed in '7S9-Foundation Sto"e 
Laid-Erection Delayed tiUI76s-Hender.on'.. Plan-WiUiam J\.1}'ne appointed Architect-Terms of the Contract- Fall of the Hridli?;e-Re- 
paired and Completed-The Upper and Lower Fle.h-Markets-Old l'ost Office-Adam Biack-Alln Street-The Emick Shepherd and the 
,. Noctes .-- The Bridge \Videned. 


ONE of the most important events in the annals new and enlarged city, beyond the walls and 
of Edinburgh was the erection of the North barriers of the old one, was eventually and suc- 
Bridge, by means of which, in spite of years of cessfully developed to an extent far beyond what 
opposition, the long-suggested pl.ln for having a its enthusiastic and patriotic projectors could 
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have foreseen; we say long-suggested, for, though I to Edinburgh and Britain j and 'a str.mger filled 
not carried out till the early years of George IlL's I the Stuart's throne,' under whose dynasty Scotland 
reign, it had been projected m the latter end of pined long in undeserved reprobation." 
the reign of Charles II. The desertion of the city consequent on the 
The idea was first suggested when James VII., I Union made all prospect of progress seem hopeless, 
as Duke of Albany and York, was resident Royal yet some there were who never forgot the cherished 
Commissioner at Holyrood, in the zenith of the ; idea of an extended royalty. Among various 
only popularity he ever had in Scotland. Vast plans, the most remarkable for its foresight was that 
numbers ofthe Scottish nobility and gentry flocked, of John eighteenth Lord Erskine and eleventh 
around him, and the old people of the middle of Earl of Mar, who was exiled for his share in the 
the eighteenth century used to recall with delight insurrection of 17 1 5. 
the magnificence and brilliance of the court he I His sole amusement during the years of the long 
gathered in the long-deserted palace, and the exile in which he died at Aix-la-Chapelle in 173 2 
general air of satisfaction which pervaded the' was to draw plans and designs for the good of his 
entire city. \ beloved native country and its capital j and the 
Despite the recent turmoils and sufferings con- paper to which we refer is one written by him in 
sequent on the barbarous severity with which the 1728, and mentioned in vol. 8 of the "Old Sta- 
Covenanters had heen treated, Eùinburgh was pros- I tistical _-\ccount of Scotland," published in 1793. 
perous, and its magistrates bestowed noble presents I "All ways of improving Edinburgh should be 
upon their royal guest; but the best proof of the thought on 
 as in particular, making a large bridge. 
city's prosperity was the new and then startling idea " of three arch,s, over the ground betwixt the North 
of having an extended royalty and a North Bridge, Loch and Physic Gardens, from the High Street at 
an(l this idea the Duke of Albany warmly patronised LilJerton's Wynd to the l\lultersey Hill, where 
an(l encouraged, and towards it gave the citizens a I many fine streets might be built, as the inhabitants 
grant in the following terms :- I increased. The access to them would be easy on 
"That, when they should have occasion to I all hands, and the situation would be agreeable and 
enlarge their city by purchasing ground without I convenient, having a noble prospect of all the fine 
the town, or to build bridges or arches for the ac- ground towards the sea, the Firth of Forth, and 
complishing of the same, not only were the pro- I coast of Fife. One long street in a straight line, 
prietors of such lands obliged to part with the same where the Long Gate is now (Princes Street?) j on 
on reasonable terms, but when in possession thereof, one side of it would be a fine opportunity for 
they are to be erected into a regality in favour of I gardens down to the North Loch, and one, on the 
the citizens j and after finishing the Canongate' other side, towards Broughton. No houses to be 
church, the city is to have the surplus of the I on the bridge, the breadth of the North Loch; but 
20,000 merks given hy Thomas Moodie, in the selling the places or the ends for houses, and the 
year 16-t9, with the interest thereof; and as all vaults and arches helow for warehou3es and cellars, 
puulic streets belong to the king, the vaults and the charge of the brirlge might be defrayed. 
cellars under those of Edinburgh being forfeited to I " Another bridge might also be made on the other 
the Crown, by their being built without leave or side of the town, and almost as useful and com- 
consent of his majesty, he granted all the saicl l modious as that on the north. The place where it 
vaults or cellars to the town, together with a power, could most easily be maùe is St. M.ary's Wynd, and 
to oblige the proprietors oi houses, to lay before the Pleasance. The hollow there is not so deep, as 
their respective tenements large flat stones for the where the other bridge is proposed, so that it is 
conveniency of walking." I thought that two storeys of arches might raise it near 
James VII. had fully at heart the good of Edin- the level with the street at the he,td of St. Mary's 
\.JUrgh, and but for the events of the Revolution Wynd. Betwixt the sOllth end of the Pleasance and 
the improvements of the cih. would have com- the Potter-row, and from thence to Bristo Street, 
menced seventy-two years sooner than they did, but and by the back of the wall at Heriot's Hospital. are 
the neglect of subsequent monarchs fell heavily alike fine situations for houses and gardens. There would 
on the capital and the kingnom. "Unfortunately," be fine avenues to the town, and outlets for airing 
SJ.ys Robert Chambers, "
he advantages which and walking by these bridges; and Edinburgh, from 
Edinburgh enjoyed under this system of things being a bad incommodious situation, would become 
were destined to be of short duration. Her royal a very beneficial and convenient one j anù to make 
guest departed, with all his family and retinue, in it still more so, a branch of that river, called the 
May, 1682. In six years more he was lost both I Water of Leith, might, it is thought, be brought 
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from somewhere about Coltbridge, to fill and run 
through the North Loch, which would be of great 
advantage to the convenience, beauty, cleanliness, 
and healthiness of the town," 
In the next paragraph this far-seeing nobleman 
suggests the canal between the Forth and Clyde; 
but all that he projected for Edinburgh, by means 
of his bridges, has been accomplished to the full, 
and more than he could ever nave dreamt o( 


in 1763, and a proper foundation sought for the 
erection, which, howtveJ, is only indicated by 
two dotted parallel lines in Edgar's plan of the 
city, dated 1765, which "shew ye road along ye 
intended bridge," which was always spoken of as 
simply a new way to Leith. 
The first stone was deposited on the 1st of 
October, 1763, and Kincaid relates that in 1794 
"some people very lately, if not yet alive, have POSI- 
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PALACE OF MARY OF GUISE, CASTLE HILL. (Fro", a Drawing by W, B, Scott.) 


Tpe North Bridge, as a preliminary to the tively asserted that Provost Drummond declared 
formation of the New Town, was first planned by , to them that he only began to execute what the 
Sir William Bruce of K.inross, architect to Charles I Duke, afterwards James VI!., proposed," 
I I., and his design "is supposed to be now lying This auspicious event was conducted with all 
in the Exchequer," wrote Kincaid in 1794; but the pomp and ceremony the city at that time 
another plan woulà seem to have been prepared I afforded. George Drummond, the Lord Provost, 
in 1752, yet no steps were taken for furthering the was appointed, as being the only former Grand- 
execution of it till 1759, when the magistrates Master present to act in this position, in the absence 
applied for a Bill to extend the royalty over the of the then Grand-Master, the Earl of F.lgin. The 
ground on which the New Town stands, but were various lodges of the Freemasons assembled in 
defeated by the vigorous opposition of the land- ,the Parliament House at two in the afternoon; 
hoklers of the county. : from thence, escorted by the City Guard ar:d 
After four years' delay the city was obliged to ! two companies of militia, they marched three 
set about building the bridge wi
hout having any abreast, with all their insignia, the junior lodges 
Rill for it. By the patriotic exertions of Provost I going first, down Leith Wynd, from the foot of 
Drummond a portion of the loch was drained I \dlÎch they turned westward along the north bank 
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of the old loch, to the excavation where the I the. person oJf
ring the plan will 
r.ite his name, the seal 
f 
stone lay. As they proceeded a "band of the I \\Iuch pap
r IS not to be broke lSlc] up, unless the plan It 
, " . l' bdon!,:s to IS approven. 
fratermt y, ' sa y s the Edmbllrgh .JI/lst'llll/ lOr [7 6 3, " 1 ' 1 I I . d f " II ' h ' t 
, . , . le person W lOse p an IS approve 0 WI reeel ve t If Y 
"accompamed with french horns and other mstru- guineas, 01' a medal of that value, . . . . II i.expected 
mental music, sung several fine airs, marches, &c. that the plans to be gi,"en in wiII be done in such a manner 
The Grand-J\Iaster, surrounded by about 600 as that estimates of expense may be made from them; amI 
brethren and in view of an infinite crowd of it is required that the breadth of the bridge betwixt the 
, f1 h ' I ' d II h parapets be 4 0 feet" (EdÙlburgh Advertise1., vol. iii. p. 22). 
3pectators, a ter avmg app Ie severa y t e 
3quare, the plumb, level, compass, and the mallet, I On the ) st of August, 1765, the contract for the 
and used other ceremonies and symbols common erection of the bridge was signed, the parties being 
on such occasions, laid the stone, amid the accla- the magistrates of Edinburgh on the one hand, and 
mati on and applause of all present." on the other William Mylne, architect, descendant 
There were placed in the cavity of the stone of the hereditary Master Masons of Scotland, and 
three medals struck for the occasion. On one was brother of Robert 1\1 ylne. The work was to be 
an elevation of the intended bridge, on another completed by Martinmas, 1769, and to be upheld 
a profile of George II I. The last one bore a for ten years, for the sum of .;( ) 0, [40; but of the 
repetition of the inscription, which is cut on the great sum which it is said to have cost, viz., 
stone in large capital letters. .;(28,000, after selling the areas, on the east, west, 
By five o'clock the ceremony was over, and the and at the south end, which drew about .;(3,000, 
brethren marched in procession to the Assembly there remained .;(25,000 of nett expenditure. 
Hall, where they passed the evening "with that I By the contract, the bridge was to consi
t of five 
social cheerfulness for which the society is so arches, three of 27 feet span, and two of 20 each; 
eminently distinguished." I the four piers to be 13 feet 6 inches thick in the 
Still the bridge was not proceeded with, and there Lody. There were to be two abutments, 8 feet 
would seem to have been some indecision as to who I thick, with wing walls and parapets; those on the 
was to be the architect thereof, as in the EdÙlbllrgh west to terminate at J\Iylne's Square; those on the 
AdZJertiser of 19th February, 1765, we read that I east to be carried no farther than Shearer's Land. 
"the committee appointed to jurlge of the several The length from the north to the south pedestal 
plans given in for erecting a bridge over the North on the west side was to be I, j 34 feet, with 40 feet 
Loch, determined in favour of NO.5. This turns I betwçen the parapets; but 50 to be between them 
out to be the perfomlance of Mr. David Hender- from the north end of the south abutment to the 
son, mason and architect at Sauchie, near AlIoa, north end of Mylne's Square. This difference is 
who lately published proposals for printing a book apparent on the bridge to the present day. 
of architecture. On account of his plan he is I "The earth to be dug out at the charge of Mr. 
entitled to the reward of thirty guineas." Mylne, and to be by him moved to such places 
Henderson's design, however, was not adopted. ,as shall be necessary to fill up any part oí the 
It had been forwarded in consequence of the spaces over the arches. The founrlations to be 
following advertisement, which appeared in the! sunk to the rock, or natural earth, which has never 
Scottish papers in the January of that year :- I heen mo\'ed; or if the natural foundation be bad, 
it is to be properly assisted and made good by 
"The Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of art." 
Edinburgh, being sen,ible of the great advantage which will i So activelv and dili<<ently did Mr. Mylne set 
accrue 10 this city and to the public in general from having b I . ' k h b o h O d f 6 
a proper communication bet,,'een the H
i;h Street and the I a out lIS wor -, t at y t e ml summer 0 ) 7 9 
fields on the north, have unanimously resolved to foilow out the arches were all completed, the keystone of the 
the de,ign of making one, and have appointed a committee first of the three larger ones 'was struck on 
of their number for carrying the scheme into execmion. Saturday, 
ray 2 I, 1768." 
" This public notice is therefore made, inviling ail archi- An unforeseen difficulty occurred however in the 
tects and olhers to give in plans and elevations for making a f h k A I h ' f ' I h ' ll 
communication, by bridge or otherwise, from the Cap-and- course,o t e wor.. s t le 
()rt part 0 t le I. 
Fealher Close, in a straight line to the o?posite side, leading on whtch the old cIty stands IS extremely steep, It 
to the Multer's Hill, with an equal declivity of one foot had been found convenient in early times to throw 
in eightetn to one in seventeen. Such persons as intend to the earth dug from the foundations of the ancient 
give in plans and elevations must send them sealed, addres,;ed I wynds and closes towards the N nh Loch' thus 
to the Lonl Provost, to the care of Mr. James Tait, or Mr, h I I I . d 
 0' I f 
Alexander Duncan, Depute To\\n Clerks, at the Council t e IV 10 e mass t lcn con::'lste ,'\ most enUre y 0 
Chamber, on or before the first day of Febmary next. I travellecl earth. Unaware of thIs to some e:xtent, 
Within the plan, upon a separate piece of parer, sealed up. I Mylne ccasecl to dig at a place where there were DO 
43 
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less than eisht feet of this loose earth between his I Regiment, were all there bl07C'll off the Castle Hill, 
shovels and the natural solid clay. Another error and some of them sorely hurt." 
seems to ha,-e been committed in not raising the I In 1774 the magistrates proclaimed that all 
piers to a sufficient height; and to n:n1t:d}" this he beggars found in the streets would be imprisoned 
raised about eight feet of earth upon the vaults in the dark vaults beneath the North Brid g e, ami 
, I 
and arches at the south end, causmg thereby a there fed on bread and water. 
regular, but still unsightly slope. I From the then new buildings erected on the south- 
The result of all this was that on the 3rd of I west end of the bridge, a flight of steps upward 
August, 1769, this portion gave way, by the mass gives access to Mylne's Court; and two flights 
of earth having been swollen by recent rains. downward lead to the old market at the foot of the 
The abutments burst, the vaults yielded to the Fleshmarket Close. 
pressure, and five persons were burierl in the ruins, In Edgar's plan, 1765, the Upper and Lower 
out of which they were dug at different times. I Fleshmarkets are both shown as being in this 
This event caused the greatest excitement in the quarter, and also that the bridge had run through a 
city, and had it happened half an hour sooner I great portion of the ancient Greenmarket. Kin- 
might have proved very calamitous, as a vast I caid thus describes them in his time (1794) as 
multitude of persons of every religious denomina- consisting of three divisions forming oblong 
tion was assembled in Orphan Hospital Park, squares. "The uppermost is allotted for the veal 
northward of the Trinity College church, to hear a market, and as yet only finished on the north side; 
sermon preached by Mr. Townsend, an Episcopal , the middlem05t is occupied by the incorporation of 
clergyman; and after it was over some would have fleshers, and is neatly fitted up and arched all 
had to cross the bridge, and others pass Leneath I round, and each division numLered; the other, 
it, to their homes, Three or four scattered houses called the Low Market, is likewise arched round, 
were already erected in the New Town; but after but not numbered, and allotted for those that are 
this event it was some time before people took not of the incorporation. Few cities in Britain are 
courage to erect more. Letter supplied with butcher meat of all kinds than 
The bridge was repaired by pulling down the this city, an instance of which occurred in 17 8 1. 
side walls, rebuilding them with chain bars, re- Admiral Parker, with a fleet of 15 s,ÜI of the line, 
moving the vast masses of earth, anrl supplying its 9 frigates, and 600 merchantmen, lay nearly two 
place with hollow arches, and by raising the walls months in Leith Roads, and was supplied with every 
that crossed Ù1e bridge, so that the vaults which kind of prO\'isions, and the markets were not raised 
sprang from them might bring the road to a proper one farthing, although there could not be less than 
elevation. Strong buttresses and counterforts were 20,000 men for nearly seven weeks. l\T erchants from 
added to the south end, and on these are erected different parts of Britain who, either from motives 
the present North Bridge Street. At the nort h of humanity, or esteeming it a profitable arlventure, 
end there is only one counterfort on the east side; I had sent four transports with fresh provisions to 
but ere all this was done there had been a plea I the fleet, h.td them returned without breaking bulk." 
in law between the contr.tcting parties before the The market is now much more complete and 
Court of Session, and an appeal to the House of perfect than in the days refcrrerl to, and smaller 
Lords, in both of which Mr. Mylne was unfortu- town markets than the central suite are open in 
f . I 
nate. The expense 0 completion amounted to' other quarters. 
1:17,354. The height of the great arches from the I In the block of buildings next the norÙ1 market 
top of the parapet to the base is 68 feet. stair the General Post Office for Scotlanrl was 
The bl idge was first passable in 1772; but the established, after its removal from Lord Coving- 
balustrades being open, a complaint was made I ton's house; after which, in 182 I, it was transferred 
publicly in 1783 that .. passengers continue to be to a new erlifice on the Regent Brirlge, at which 
blown from the pavement into the mud in the period, we are told, the despatch of the mails was 
mirldle of the bridge." Those at the south end conducted in an apartment about thirty feet square, 
were closed in 1782, thus screening the eyes" of and purposely kept as dark as possible, in order to 
passengers from the blood and slaughter," in the derive the full advantage of artificial light f'm- 
markets below, according to the appendix to ployed in the process of examining letters, to see 
Arnot's" History;" anc regarding the tempests of whether they contained enclosures or not. At thi!.' 
wind, to which Edinburgh is so subject, elsewhere time James Earl of Caithness was Deputy }'ost. 
he tells us that in 1778 "the Leith Guard, consist- ma<;ter-General for Scotland. 
ing of a sergeant and twelve men of the 70th I The same edifice I\'as latterly, and until their 
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removal in 1850 to a handsome and more spacious I spirited, but, as it eventmllly proved, futile resist- 
one--built in a kind of old Scoto-English st} Ie of ance, on the part of Cockburn and Cranston, l'ro- 
architecture, on the opposite side, and on the site fessor Play fair, Henry Mackenzie, James Stuart oi 
of a portion of Halkerston's Wynd, and numbered Dunearn, and others, who spent about .;(;1,000 in 
as 6 in the street-the establishment of the well- the work of opposition. 
known firm of publishers, Adam and Charles Black. Their erection led to the demolition of a small 
The former, long a leading citizen, magistrate, and edificed thoroughfare named Ann Street, which 
member for the city, was born in q8.t, and died once contained the house of a well-known literary 
on the 24th of January, 1874- citizen, John Grieve, who gave free quarters to 
Educated at the High School and University of James Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd, when the latter 
his native city Edinburgh, though but the son of a arrived in Edinburgh in 1810, and published a 
humble builder, Adam Black raised himself to affiu- liule volume of poems entitled "The Forest Mins- 
uence, and is said to have more than once declined trd," from which he derived no pecuniary benefit. 
the honour of knighthood. After serving his ap- I Poverty was pressing sorely on Hogg, "but," says 
prenticeship, he started in business as a bookseller, I a biographer, "he found kind and steady friends in 
and among other important works brought out the l\Iessrs. Grieve and Scott, hatters, whose we]]- 
" Encyclopædia Britannica," under the joint con- timed benevolence supplied all his wants." 
duct of Professor .l\1acvey Napier and James While he was still in obscurity, John Grieve 
Browne, LL. D.; and to this his own pen con- obtained him introductions to Professor Wilson 
tributed many articles. From the beginning of his and other local literati, which ultimately led to his 
career he took an active part in the politics of the becoming a contributor to Blackwood's lIfagazille. 
city, and in the early part of the present century was Mr. Grieve is referred to in the quarrel between 
amung the boldest of the slender band of Liberals the Shepherd and the Blackwoods concerning the 
who stood up for burgh reform, as the preliminary famous Nodes Alllbrosiat/æ. He ceased to contri- 
to the great measure of a Parliamentary one. bute, whereupon Wilson wrote thus to Grieve on 
When the other well-known firm of Constable the subject :- 
and Co. failed, the publication of TIle Edinburgh .. If Mr. Hogg puts his return to 'Maga' on the 
Rez'Ù:,w passed into the hands of Adam Black, and ground that' Maga' suffers from his absence from 
thus drew the Liberal party more closely by his her pages, and that Mr. B. must be very desirous 
side. He was Provost of the city from 1843 to of his re-assistance, that will be at once a stumbling- 
1848, and filled his trust so much to the satisfac- block in the way of settlement; for Mr. B., whether 
tion of the citizens, that they subscribed to have rightly or wrongly, will not make the admission. 
his portrait painted to ornament the walls of the I N 0 doubt Mr. H.'s articles were often exce]]ent, 
Council Room. He was proprietor, by purchase, and no doubt' Noctes' were very popular, but the 
of the copyright of "The \Vaverley Novels," and I magazine, however much many readers must have 
many other works by Sir Walter Scott. It was missed Mr. Hogg and the 'Noctes,' has been 
when he was beyond his seventieth year that he I gradually increasing in sale, and therefore Mr. 
was returned to the House of Comm
ns as member l B. will never give in to that view of the subject. 
for the city, in succession to Lord Macaulay; and .. Mr. Hogg in his letter to me, and in a long 
being a member of the Independent body, he I conversation I had with him in my own house 
was ever an advocate for unsectarian education, yesterday after dinner, sticks to his proposal of 
absolute freedom of trade, and the most complete .;(;100 settled on him, on condition of writing, 
toleration in religion; but the cradle of his for- and becoming again the hero of the 'N octes' as 
tunes was that little shop which till [821 was, as before. I see many difficulties in the way of such 
we said, deemed ample enough for the postal an arrangement, and I know that Mr. Blackwood 
establishment and requirements of all Scotland. I will never agree to it in any shape, for it might 
The new buildings along the west sine of the eventually prove degrading and disgraceful to both 
North Bridge, from Princes Street to the first open parties, appearing to the public to be a bribe given 
arch, were erected between 18q and 1819, with a and taken dishonourably." 
range of shops then deemed magnificent, but far " My father," adds Mrs. Gordon, whose life of 
outshone by hundreds erecten since in their vicinity. the Professor we quote, "never wrote another 
These buildings are twice the height in rear that 'Noctes' after the Shepherd's death, which took 
they are to the bridge front, and their erection place in 1835." 
intercepted a grand view from Waterloo Place I In consequence of the increase of population 
south-westward to the Castle, and thus roused a and traffic by its vicinity to the r.Ülway termini, 
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after numerous schemes and suggestions, the North' has been so variously occupied in succession by an 
Bridge was widened in 1873, after designs by edifice named Dingwall's Castle, by Shakespeare 
Messrs. Stevenson. The average number of foot-I Square, and the old Theatre Royal, with its thousand 
passengers traversing this bridge daily is said to memories of the drama in Edmburgh, and latterly 
be considerably in excess of 90,000, ami the by the General Post Office for Scotland, that we 
number of wheeled vehicles upwards of 2,000. must devote a chapter or 1\\0 to that portion of it 
The ground at the north-east end of the bridge alone. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 
E.\ST SIDF OF TIlE NORTH BRIDGE. 


Dingwall's Castle-Whitefield's" Preachings "-History of t
e Old Theatre Royal-The Building-David Ross's Management-Lease<l to 
Mr. Foote- Then to Mr. Digges-1\Ir. I\.loss-Mrs. Yate...-Next Leased to Mr. Jackson-lne 
iddons Furor
-Receplion of the Great 
Actress-Mrs. Baddeley-New Patent- The Playhou
e Riot_ U The Scotti!=h Roscius n_A Ghost-Expiry of the Patent. 


BUILT no one knows when, but existing during the r In Edgar's map of Edinburgh, in 1765, no indica- 
si\:tecnth and seventeenth centuries, there stood tion of these buildings is given, but the ground 
on the site now occupied by the General PO'it I occupied by the future theatre and Shakespeare 
Office, an edifice named Dingwall's Castle. In Square is shO\\n as an open park or irregular 
1647, Gordon of Rothiemay, in his wonderfully I parallelogram closely bordered by trees, measuring 
distinct ann detailed bird's-eye view of the city, about 350 feet each way, and lying between the 
represents it as an open ruin, in form a square back of the old Orphan Hospital and the village 
tower with a round one at each angle, save f>n the of Multrie's Hill, where now the Register House 
north-east, where one was fallen down in part. All stands. 
the sloping bank and ground between it and the I It was in this park, known then as that of the 
Trinity College church are shown as open, but Trinity Hospital, that the celebrated Whitefield 
bordered on the west by a line of houses, which he lIsed yearly to harangue a congregation of all creeds 
names NÙ1Ùl1li SlIbllrbÙl1ll seu l/lendicoTUl/l Ila/ea and classes in the open air, when visiting Edinburgh 
(known latterly as the Beggars' Row), and on the in the course of his evangelical tours. On his 
west and north by high walls, the tHter crenellated, coming thither for the first time after the Act 
and by a road which descends dose to the edge had passed for the extension of the royalty, 
of the loch, and then runs along its bank straight great was his horror, surprise, and indignation, to 
westwa;d. I find the grt>en slope which he had deemed to be 
This stronghold is supposed to have nerived its rendered almost sacred by his prelections, enclosed 
namc from Sir John Dingwall, who was Provost of by fences and sheds, amid which a theatre was in 
the Trinity College church before the Reformation; course of erection. 
and hence the conclusion is, that it was a de- The ground was being "appropriated to the 
pendency of that institution. He was one of the service of Satan. The frantic astonishment of the 
first Lords of Session appointed on the 25th May, Ni\.Íe who finds her shrine and fountain desolated 
J 532, at the formation of the College of Justice, in her absence, was nothing to that of Whitefield. 
and his name is third on the list. He went raging about the spot, and contemplated 
Of him nothing mOle is known, save that he the rising walls of the playhouse with a sort of grim 
existed and that is all. Some fragments of the despair. He is said to have considered the circum- 
castle are still supposed to exist among the build- stance as a positive mark of the increasing wicked- 
in!;3 on its site, and some were certainly traced ness of society, and to have termed it a plucking up 
among the cellars of Shakespeare Square on its de- of God's standard, and a planting of the devil's in 
molition in 1860. I its place." 
During the year J 584, when the Earl of Arran was The edifice which he then saw in course of 
Provost of the city, on the 30th September, the erection' was destine(l, for ninety years, to be in- 
Council commissioned Michael Chisholm and others I separably connected with the more recent rise of 
to inquire into the order ann condition of an ancient the drama in Scotland generally, in Edinburgh in 
leper hospital which stoon beside Dingwall's Castle; particul.lr, and to l.>e closely identified with all the 
but of the former no distinct trace is given in artistic and scenic glorics of the stage. It W.1S 
Gordon's view. long a place replete with interest, and yet recalls 
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happy reminiscences and bright associations in the I prolog.ue, which w
s w
itten by James Boswell, 
minds of thousands; and it was one of the very who, m the followmg hnes, referred to the new 
f<.:w theatres that, escaping the ra"ages of fne, theatre as the first one licensed in Scotland :- 
attain to a good old age. 
Prior to the reign of George III. there was not " Whilst in all points with other lands she vied, 
The stage alone to Scotland was denied: 
a single tlleatre in Scotland cOllntenanced by the Mistaken zeal, in times of darkness bred, 
law of the land. On<.: which was erected in Glas- O'er the best minds its gloomy vapours spread; 
gow in 1752, and on which a military guarù Taste and religion were opposed in strife, 
mounted nightly, was And 'twas a sin to view 
this gla
s of life! 
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obtained the ìJatent, -,,,,"- _./ and every part of the 
anù the foundation- GEORGE lJRmIW)'<D, I ()RD PROVOST. house, except behind 
stone of the new (From the ElIf(Ya7lÙ'C by Madcewie. after II" Vr'g nal in tlte Royal the scenes. "The 
theatre was laid on the b;lirmary.) house is to be ICO feet 
16th of ]\Iarch, 176$. in length by 50 broad. 
In the stone was laid a silver plate, inscribed thus:- . To furnish new scenes, wardrobe, and necessary 
.. The first stone of this new theatre was laid on the 16th: decor.1tions will, it is computed, cost L 1,5 00 
clay of :\Iarch. in the year vf our Lord 1768, by David Ross, I more. and the whole building, &c., is to be insured 
patentee and fir_t proprietor of a licensed stage in Scotland. for L4,000, and mortgaged as security to pay the 
!\
ay this t
e
tre tend to promote every. moral and every interest. As it would be impossible to procure 
VlrtuollS pnnclple, and may the representations be sllch good performers should the tickets continue at the 
.. To lTI'lke mankind in con-cious virtue bold, ' I ' . " d k h 
L . I I b h h I I II " ow pnces now paId, It IS propose to ma -e t e 
IVe on eac I 'cene allt c w at t ey )e 10 ( . 
boxes 4S., the pit 3S., the first gallery 2S., and the 
But Mr. Ross's first legitimate performances as upper IS. For these prices, says Mr. Ross, this 
a licensed manager took place in the old theatre, I stage shall vie with those of London and Dublin. 
which opened unusually late in the season, owing I There shall be five capital men-actors, one good 
to a dreadful riot that happened in January, and man-singer, one second ditto; three capital women- 
the repairs incillent to which occupied ten months, actresses, two capital women-singers, one capital 
during which there were no representations what- I man-danc<.:r, and one woman ditto; the rest as 
ever. Ross opened then, with the patented COtll- good as can be had: the orcl1t:stra shall be con- 
p.my on the 9th of December, 1767, with the: duckd with a good first fiddlt'r, as a leader, a harpsi- 
tragedy of the Lall of Essex. He spoke the I chord, and the re:;t of the banù persons of merit." 
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Soon after, 1\Ir. Ross advertised that he found his remark suits the present hour, .. Edinburgh does 
" the general voice incline that the boxes and pit not give encouragement to the stage proportion- 
should be an equal price. As that is the case, no able to the populousness of the city." 
more than sixpence will be added to the tickets: l.osing heart, 1\1r. Ross leased the house for three 
boxes and pit 3s., galleries 2S. and IS. The yealS to the celebrated Samuel Foote, patentee of 
manager's filSt plan must therefore be in some the Haymarket Theatre, at 500 guineas per annum, 
degree contracted; but no pains, care, or expense, and he was the IllSt great theatrical star that 
will be spared to open the new theatre on the ever appeared on the Edinburgh stage. Co- 
14th of November next with as complete a com- operating with Messrs. \Voodward and \Veston, 
pany as can be got together." and a good company, he opened the house for the 
Arnot, writing of the view of the edifice as seen next season, and, after paying the proprietor his 
from the bridge, truly averred that" it produces rent, cleared 1),000. He opened it on the 17th 
the double effect of disgusting spect.ltors by its own of November, 1770, with his own comedy, entitled, 
deformity, and obstructing the view of the Register The C01llmissary. "The audience was numerous 
Office, perhaps the handsomest building in the and splendid, and the performance highly relished. 
nation." The plays are regularly continued every Monday, 
Its front was somewhat better, being entirely of \Vednesday, and Saturday."iI' 
polished ashlar, presenting a gable and moulded On the 24
h of the same month, before Robert 
pediment, with three large circular-headed windows, Dundas of Amiston, Lord President of the Court, 
opening upon a spacious balcony and balustrade, and a distinguished audience, he produced his 
which crowned the portico. The latter consisted comedy of The l1firror, in which the characters of 
of six plain Doric pillars with a' cornice. This Whitefield and other zealous ministelS are held up 
faced the green slope of Multree's Hill, on which to a lidicule amounting almost to blasphemy, par- 
the Register House was not built till 1772. ticularly in the case of the former, who figures under 
The theatre was opened in December, 1769, at the name of Dr. Squintum. On the following day 
the total expense of .L5,000, and at the then rates Dr. Walker of the High Church, from the pulpit, 
of admission the house held .L140. Its rival in made a keen and bitter attack upon Foote "for the 
the Canongate, when the prices were 2S. 6d., IS. 6d., gross profanation of the theatre on the preceding 
and IS., hdd from .L70 to .L80. evening." The difficulty of managing two theatres 
The downfall of the bridge was the first difficulty so far apart as one in London and another in Edin- 
with which Mr. Ross had to contend, as it cut off burgh, induced Foote to think of getting rid of his 
the only tolerable communication with the city; lease of the latter, prior to which he had a dispute 
so there stood the theatre on the lonely slope, no with Ross, requiring legal interference, in which he 
New Town whatever beside it; only a straggling had the wOlSt of it. Ross's agent called on Foote 
house or two at wide intervals; and the ladies and in London, to receive payment of his bill, adding 
gentlemen obliged to come from the High Street that he was about to return to Edinburgh. 
hy the way of Leith \Vynd, or by Halkerston's "How do YOll mean to travel?" asked Foote, 
\Vynd, which, in the slippery nights of winter, had with a sneer. "I suppose, like most of your country- 
to be thickly strewn with ashes, for the bearers of men. you will do it in the most economical 
sedan chairs. Moreover, the hou
e was often so manner?" 
indifferently lighted, that when a box was engaged " Yes," replied the Scot, putting the cash laugh- 
by a gentleman he usually sent a pound or so of ingly into his pocket; "I shall travel on foot 
additional candles. (Foote)." 
Owing to these and other reasons Mr. Ross had And he left the wit looking doubly rueful and 
two unsllccessful .seasons. "The indifference of angry. 
the company which the manager provided," says Foote conveyed the lease to Messrs. "'est 
Arnot, "gave little inducement to people at the Digges, and Bland, who at its expiry obtained a 
expense of such disagreeable access to visit his renewal of it from Ross for five years, at 500 
theatre; but he loudly exclaimed in his own de- guineas per annum. They marle a good hit at 
fence that good perfonnelS were so discouraged b) first, and cleared .;[1,400 the first season, having 
the fall of the bridge that they would not engage opened with the well-known Mrs. Hartley. Digges 
with him, and his popularity not being equal to his had once been in the army, was a man of good 
merit as an actor, but rather proportionerl to his connections, but a spendthrift. He was an admir- 
indolence as a manager, he made but an unsuc- - 
cessful campaign. The fact is," adds Anlot, and . Scots .Jl<.g., 1770, 
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able performer in. fashionable comedy, and hall I I 
he was w
ll advanced in years, hav
ng been born 
been long a favounte at the Canongate Theatre. 111 1729 (111 London, but of ScottIsh parents)- 
Bland was also well connected; he had been a she was paid at the rate of a hundred guineas per 
Templar, an officer in the army at Fonteno}", and night by 1\1r. Jackson. From 1\1r. Digges she 
in the repulse of the British cavalry by the High- I and her husband received seven hundred guineas 
landers on Cliftonmoor in 1745. For twenty-three I at the end of one season. "The gentlemen of 
rears he continued to be a prime f.1Vourite on the bar and some even of the bench had been 
these old boards; he was the uncle of 1\1rl\. Jordan; ! zealous patrons of the drama since the Canon- 
and Edmund Glover, so long a favourite also in I gate days, even to the taking a personal con- 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, was ne3.rly related to him. cern in its affairs. They continued to do this for 
In 1774 Foote came from Dublin to perform here many years after this time. Dining being then 
again. "\Ve hear," says R/lddima/l's lllágaõittc, an act performed at four o'dock, the aristocracy 
"that he is to perform seven nights, for which he were free to give their attendance at half past six, 
is to receive .1)50. The Nabob, The Bankrupt, and dill so in great numbers whenever there was 
The .1Iaid if Bllth, and Piety zil Pattens, all of which any tolerable attraction. So fashionable, indeed, 
have been written by our modern Aristophanes, are had the theatre become, that a man of birth and 
the four pieces that will be exhibited." fashion named Mr. Nicholson Stewart came for- 
In these new hands ,the theatre became pros- ward one night, in the character of Richard III., 
perOllS, and the grim little enclosure named Shakes- to raise funds for the building of a bridge over the 
peare Square sprang up near it; but the west side Carron, at a ford where many lives hall been lost. 
was simply the rough rubble wall of the bridge, On this occasion the admission to all parts of the 
terminating in later years, till 1860, in a kind of ,house was five shillings, and it was crowded by 
kiosk named "The Box," in which papers and what the journals of the day tell us was a polite 
periodicals were sold. It was simply a place of audience. The gentleman's action was allowed to 
lodging-houses, a humble inn or two, like the Red be just, but his voice too weak.". 
Lion tavern anù oyster shop. In 1781 the theatre passed into the hands of 
At intervals between 1773 and 1815 Mr. 1\1oss Mr. John Jackson, author of a uther dull" History. 
was a prime favourite at the Royal. One of his of the Scottish Stage, with a Narrative of Recent 
cherished characters was Lovegold in The ./IEiser,' Theatrical Transactions." It was published at 
but that in which he never failed to "bring down Edinburgh in 1793. Like his predecessors in the 
the house" was Caleb, in He 11.1o/lld be a Soldier, management he was a man of good education, and 
especially when in the military costume of the well connected, and had chosen the stage as the 
early part of George IlL's reign, he sang his song, profession he loved best. In the second year of 
" I'm the Dandy 0." his rule Siddon:; appeared in the full power of her 
Donaklsol'l, in his "Recollections," speaks of I talent and beauty as Portia, at Drury Lane; anò 
acting for the benefit of poor Moss in 1851. at Jackson, anxious to secure her for Edinburgh, 
Stirling, when he-who had delighted the audience hastened to London, and succeeded in inducing 
of the then capital in the JIerchant if Venice-was I her to make an engagement, then somewhat of an 
an aged cripple, penniless and poor. "1\1oss," he undertaking when the mode of travel in those days 
adlls, "caught the inspiration from the renowned is considered; and on the 22nd of May, 1784, she 
M.lcklin, whose JelL', by Pope's acknowledgment, made her appearance at the Theatre Royal, when, 
was unrivalled, even in the days of David Garrick, as the Edinburgh IVeckl)' ftfàgazine records, "the 
and he bequeathed to his protégé 1\1oss that con- I manager took the precaution, after the first night, 
ception which descended to the most original and to have an officer's guard of soldiers at the principal 
extraordinary Shylock of any period-Edmund door. But several scuffles having ensued, through 
Kean." I the eagerness of the people to get places, and the 
During the management of West Digges most soldiers having been rash enough to use their 
of the then London stars, save Carrick, appeared in bayonets, it was thought advisable to withdraw the 
the old Royal. Among them were Mr. Bellamy, i guard on the third night, lest any accident had 
Mr. Sheridan, 1\Ir. Barry, 1\1r. and Mrs. Yates, and, , happened from the pressure of the crowd, who 
occasionally, Foote. I began to assemble round the doors at eleven in the 
Of l\1rs. Yates Kay gives an etching in the cha- forenoon." 
racter of the Dt/chess of Bmga,z::;a, a play by an I Her part was Bclvidera, Jaffier being performed 
obscure author named Henry Crisp. The period I -- 
to which his print refers was 1785, when-though . .. Sketch ofthc Theatre Royal," .859. 
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by Mr. J oseph Wood, a very reputable actor, long 
well-known on the Edinburgh stage. Thomas 
Campbell thus relates the reception, memorable 
in the annals of the Drama, of Mrs. Siddons, as he 
learned it from her own lips :-" The grave atten- 
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in her heart, that if this could not touch the Scots 
she would never again cross the Tweed! When 
it was finished she paused, and looked to the 
audience. The deep silence was broken only by 
a single voice exclaiming, ' That's ILO bad!' This 
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AVA \( !JLACK. (From a }'/wtogr..p. by 1I1essrs. lIfallll.;". Co.) 


tion of my Scottish countrymen," he writes, "and 
their canny reservation of praise till they were 
sure she had deserved it, had well-nigh worn out 
her patience. She had been usul to speak to 
animated audiences, but now she felt that she hall 
been speaking to stones. Successive flashes of her 
elocution that ha.l always been sure to electrify the 
South, fell in vain on these Northern flints. At 
last, as I well remember, she told me she coiled 
up all her power to the mo
t emphatic possihle 
utterance of one passage, ha\ ing previously vowerl 


ludicrous parsimony of praise convul
ed the 
audience with laughter. But the laugh was followed 
by such thunders of applause, that, amidst her 
stunned and nervous agitation, she was not \Vi
hout 
fear of the galleries coming down." 
Mr. Yates, and other players, had remarked the 
extreme coldness or quietness of the Edinburgh 
audience, and while they thought it might indicate 
a deep and appreciative feeling regarding the play, 
they deprecated the loss of those bursts of hearty 
apphuse which greeted their efforts elsewhere, In 
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her first engagement the appearances of Mrs. 
Siddons were as follows :- 


May z2nd, Venice Preserved. 
" 24th, The Gamester. 
., 26th, Venice Preserved. 
" 27th, The Gamester. 
" 29th, Mourning Bride. 
June 1st, Douglas. 
" 3rd. Isabella. 
" 5th, Jane Shore. 


with a magnificent piece of plate. The Courant 
tells us that during her performance of Lady 
Randolph "there was 110t a dry eye in the whole 
house." During the summer of 1785 she was again 
in Edinburgh, and played on eighteen nights, her 
receipts being more than handsome, averaging 
about .:6 120 per night, and .:6200 for the Gamester. 
N ever did the old theatre behold such a furore 
as Mrs. Siddons excited, and during the time of 
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VIEW FROM THE BACK OF SHAitESPEARE SQUARE. (Afle.. Ewbmlk.) 


June 7th, Douglas. 
" 9th, Grecian Oaughter (her beneht). 
" loth, Mourning Bride. 
n I uh. Grecian Daughter (for the benefit of the 
Charity Workhouse). 


her second engagement nothing was thought of or 
talked of but her wondrous power as an actress, 
and vast crowds gathered not at night, but in the 
day, hours before the doors were open, to secure 
places. It became necessary to admit them at 
Kav gives us an {'tching of her appearance as three in the afternoon; then the crowds began to 
Laùy Randolph, in a powdered toupee; but costume gather at twelve to obtain admittance at three; 
was not a study then, nor for long after. Indeed, and a certain set of gentlemen, by subscribing 
Donaldson, in his "Recollections of an Actor," .L 200 as a guarantee beforehand, considered 
mentions, "In I 8 I 5, in Scotland, I have seen themselves very fortunate in securing a private and 
Macbeth dressed in a red officer's coat, sash, blue I early entrance to the pit; and eventually the 
pants, Hessian boots, and cocked hat!" General Assembly of the Church, then in session, 
On the 12th of June Mrs. Siddons departed for I were compelled to arrange their meetings with 
Dublin. She had shared .1:50 for ten nights; at reference to the appearance of 1\lrs. Siddons. 
her henefit she drew .:6350, and was presented "People came from ùistant pl.lces, even from 
44 
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N ewca.stle, to witness what all spoke of with 
wonder. There were one day applications for 2,557 
places, while there were only 630 of that kind in 
the house. Porters and servants had to bivouac 
for a night in the streets, on mats and palliasses, in I 
order that they might get an early chance to the 
box-office next day. The gallery doors had to 
be guarded. by detachments of military, and the 
bayonets. it is alleged, did not remain unacquainted 
with blood. One day a sailor climbed to a window 
in front of the house, for a professional and more 
expeditious mode of admission; but he told after- 
wards that he no sooner got into the port-hole 
than he was knocked on the head, and tumbled 
down the hatchway. Great quantities of hats, 
wigs, and shoes, pocket-books, and watches, were 
lost in the throng, and it was alleged that a depu- 
tation of London thieves, hearing of the business, 
came down to ply their trarle." .. 
So much were the audience moved and thrilled, 
that many ladies fainted, particularly when Mrs. 
Siddons impersonated Isabella in the Fatal Jl.far- I 
1'iage, and she had to portray the agony of a wife, 
on finding, after a second marriage, that her first 
ancl most loved husband, Biron, is alive; and con- 
rerning this a curious story is told. A young 
Aberdeenshire heiress, Miss Gordon of Gicht, was 
borne out of her box in hysterics, screaming the 
last words she had caught from the great actress, 
"Oh, my Biron! my Biron!" There was some- 
thing of an omen in this. In the course of a short 
lime after she was married to a gentleman whom 
she had neither seen nor heard of at the epoch of 
!\1rs. Siddons' performance, the Honourable John 
Byron, and to her it proved a "fatal marriage," in 
many respects, though she became the mother of 
the great Lord Byron. A lady who was present 
in the theatre on that night died su recently as 
18 55. 
In 1786 there died in her apartments in Shakes- 
peare Square an actress who had come to fulfil an 
engagement, Mrs. Barlrleley, a lady famous in those 
days for her theatrical abilities, her beauty, and the 
miseries into which she plunged herself by her im- 
prudence. Her Ophelia and many otl1f'r characters 
won the admiration of Garrick; but her greatest 
performances were Fanny in the Clandestine Mar- 
1'Íage, anrl Mrs. Beverley in the Gamester. 
In q88 a new patent was procured in the names 
of the Duke of Hamilton and Henry Dundas, 
afterwards Viscount Melville, with the consent of 
Mr. Jackson, at the expense of whom it was taken 
out. 


. .. Sketch DC the 1 heatre Royal," privately printed. 


Mr. Jackson, the patentee, having become 
bankrupt, Mr. Stephen Kemble leased the theatre 
for one year, and among those he engaged in 1792 
were Mr. and .Mrs. Lee Lewes, of whom Kay gives 
us a curiolls sketch, as "'Vidow Brisk" and the 
"Tight Lad" in the Road to Ruin. They had pre- 
viously appeared in Edinburgh in 1787, and be- 
came marked favourites. Towards the close of 
their second season Kemble played for a few nights, 
while Mrs. Lewes took the parts of Lady Macbeth 
and Lady Randolph. 
I\Irs. Esten, an actress greatly admired, now 
became lessee and patentee, while Stephen Kemble, 
disappointed in his efforts to obtain entirely the 
Theatre Royal, procured leave to erect a rival 
house, which he called a circus, at the head of 
Leith walk, the future site of many successive 
theatres. Mrs. Esten succeeded in obtaining a 
decree of the Court of Session to restrain Kemble 
from producing plays; but the circus was never- 
theless permanently detrimental to the old theatre, 
as it furnished entertainments for many years too 
closely akin to theatrical amusements. 
The" Annual Register" for 1 794 records a riot, 
of which this theatre was the scene, at the time 
when the French Revolution was at its height. 
The play being C/wr/es the First, it excited keenly 
the controversial spirit of the audience, among 
whom a batch of Irish medical students in the pit 
made some of their sentiments too audible. Some 
gentlemen whose ideas were more monarchical, rose 
in the boxes, and insisted that the orchestra should 
play God Sm'e the Kit/g, and that all should hear it 
standing and uncovered; but the young Irish 
democrats sat still, with their hats on, and much 
violence ensued. 
Two nights afterwards a great nGise was made all 
over the house, and it became evident that much 
hostilitywa
 heing engendererl. On the subsequent 
Saturday the two sets of people having each found 
adherents, met in the house for the express purpose 
of having a .. row," and came armed with heavy 
sticks, for there was a wiìd feeling abroad then, and 
it required an outlet. 
When the democrats refused to pay obeisance to 
the National Anthem and respond to the cry of 
.. Off hats," they were at once attacked with vigour- 
chiefly by officers of the Argyleshire Fencibles-and 
a desperate fray ensued; heads were broken and 
jaws smashed on both sides, and many were borne 
out bleeding, and conveyerl away in sedans; and 
conspicuous in the conflict on the Tory side 
towererl the figure of young 'V alter Scott, then a 
newly-fledged advocate. .. He never after ceaser! 
to feel a glow of pleasure at the recollection of this 
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youthful frolic; and it was a rich treat to hear him I 
tell of a Highland solicitor's apprentice, who, on 
hearing some one express a hope there would be 
no blows, exclaimed, 'Plows, by Got!' and fell 
on. At a distance of thirty years, on an oppor- 
tunity occurring of speaking a good word in favour 
of an application of this person for a situation in the 
Exchequer, Scott felt bound to use his influence, 
from a friendly feeling about the Pla)'hol/se Row." 
In r 797 there appeared in the Edinburgh 
Theatre Henry Erskine Johnston, known in his 
time as " The Scottish Roscius," from the circum- 
stance of his having been born in the High Street, 
where his father W.1S a barber; the latter happened 
to be shaving Henry Erskine, when intelligence 
was brought that his wife had just presented him 
with a son, whom he named from the learned 
barrister then under his hands. Old Johnston 
afterwards kept an oyster tavern in Shakespeare 
Square, where he died in 1826. 
(2uiÜing a writer's office in which he was a clerk, 
his son came forth as an actor, his favourite parts 
being those of Hamlet and N orval, and he was 
nightly the attraction of Scottish playgoers, whom 
he was wont to astonish by playing the Danish 
Prince and Harlequin alternately. A young lady 
who saw him acting in a piece called The .W()1"11Iing 
of Seringapatam fell deeply in love with him, 
"and after a short, albeit impassioned courtship, 
she became Mrs. Johnston, although at that period 
only about fifteen." From Edinburgh he went to 
Dublin and elsewhere. \Ve shall have to recur to 
him as manager of the rival theatre in the city. 
Prior to that his story was a painful one. H;s 
young wife became, as an actress, the r;;ge in 
London, and, unhappily for him, yielded to the 
temptations thrown in her way-she shone for a 
few short years in the theatrical atmosphere of the 
English metropolis, and then sank into insigni- 
ficance, wl1ile poor Johnston became a houseless 
and heart-broken wanderer. 
The old Theatre Royal had an unpleasant 
tenant in the shape of a ghost, which made its ap- 
pearance, or rather made itself heard first during 
the management of Mr. Jackson. His family 
occupied a small house over the box-office and 
immediately adjoining the theatre, and it was 
alleged that long after the latter had closed and 
the last candle been snuffed out, strange noises 
pervaded the entire buikling, as if the mimic 
scenes of the plays were being acted over again by 
phantoms none could see. As the story spread 
and grew, it caused some consternation. 'Vhat 
the real cause of this was has never been explained, 
but it occurred for nights at a time. 


Between 1794 and 1809 the old theatre was in 
a very struggling condition. The debts that en- 
cumbered it prevented the management from 
bringing to it really good actors, and the want of 
these prevented the debts from being paid off. 
For the sum of ;{;8,020 Mr. Jackson, the old 
manager, became the ostensible purchaser of the 
house in 1800, and for several years after that date 
it ';vas conducted by Mr. Rock, who, though an 
able and excellent actor, could never succeed in 
making it an attractive or paying concern. " One 
of the few points of his reign worthy of notice was 
the appearance here of the YOl/ng RoscÙ/s, a boy 
who, for a brief space, passed as a great actor. 
The Edinburgh public viewed with intense interest 
this lad playing young N orval on the stage, and the 
venerable author of the play blubbering in the 
boxes, and declaring that until now his conception 
of the character had never been realised." 
::\lany old favourites came in succession, whose 
names are forgotten now. Among these was Mrs. 
Charters, a sustainer, with success, of old lady 
parts. Her husband, who died in 1798, had been 
a comic actor on the same boards, in conjunction 
with Mr. Henderson, in 1784. He had by nature 
an enormous nose, and was deemed the perfection 
of a Bardolph, in which character Kay depicts him, 
with a three-cocked hat and knee breeches; and 
Henderson, as Falstaff, in long slop trousers, and 
armed with a claymore! 1lrs. Charters died in 
1807, and her obituary is thus recorded in the 
Edinburgh papers of the day :- 
"Died here on Monday last, with the well- 
merited reputation of an honest and inoffensive 
woman, Mrs. Charters, who has been in this 
theatre for more than thirty years. She succeeded 
the much-admired Mrs. Webb, and for many years 
after that actress left the city was an excellent 
substitute in Lady Dacre, Juliet'
 Nurse, Deborah 
'Voodcock, Dorcas, .Mrs. Bunale, &c., &c." 
In her own line she was worthily succeeded by 
:Mrs. Nicol, who retired from the Theatre Royal in 
1834, after a brilliant career of twenty-seven years, 
and died in 1835. In her old lady parts she was 
ably succeeded by her daughter, M.iss Nicol, whose 
name is still remembered with honour and regard 
by all the old playgoers of Edinburgh. 
Another Edinburgh favourite for upwards of 
thirty years was .Mr. Woods, the leading actor, 
whom the public strenuously opposed every at- 
tempt on the part of the management to change. 
He retired from the boards in April, 1802, intend- 
ing to open an elocution class in the city, but died 
in the December of that year. For his benefit in 
1784, he appeared as "Young Riot" in a local 
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musical farce, entitled Hallow Fair, which is not Young; and soon after he was on intimate terms 
included in tile "Biographia Uramatica." Burns with l\1rs. Siddons and Mr. John Kemble. \oVhen 
wrote a prologue for him, attracted to him by his the twenty-one years of the patent expired in 180 9, 
having been a friend of his own predecessor, I it was transferred to certain assignees, two of whom 
Robert Fergusson. were Mr. "Talter Scott, and Henry Mackenzie 
With the old house whose history we have been author of "The Man of Feeling;" and it was 
recording all the eminent literary men of Edin- at the suggestion of the former that Mr. Henry 
burgh whose names have been of note between Siddons, only son of the great tragedienne, applied 
17 6 9 and 1859 have been intimately associated, and for the patent, which was readily granted to him 
none more than he who was the monarch of them and at the same time an arrangement was entered 
all-Sir Walter Scott. A lover of the drama from into for the possession of the house. 
his earliest years, as soon as he had a home of his I N ow, indeed, commenced the first part of the 
own the chief objects of his lavish hospitality were most brilliant history of the Edinburgh Theatre 
the leading actors, and among the first of his Royal, the second bell1g unquestionably that of the 
theatrical friends was the famous tragedian Charles management of Mr. R. H. Wyndham. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


EAST SIDE OF NORTH ImIDGE (contÙ/lIttl). 


Old Theatre Royal-Management of Mr. Henry Siddons-Mr. Murray-Miss O'Neill-Produ
l1on of Rob Roy-Visit of George IV. to the 
Theatre-Edi.nburgh Theatrical Fund-Scott and hiS Novels-Retirement of .Mr. Murray-1he .Management 01 Mr. and l\lrs. W}'ndham 
-The Closing Night of the Theatre. . 


MR. SIDDONS' powers as an actor were very 
respectable; moreover, he was a scholar, a man of 
considerable literary ability, and a well-bred gentle- 
man; and though last, not least, he lJossessed a 
patrimony which he was not afraid to risk in the 
new speculation. He hoped that his mother and 
his uncle J o]m would aid him by their powerful 
influence, and to have them acting together on these 
boards would be a great event in the history of the 
theatre. Mr. Siddons agreed to be con
ent with 
half the profits of the house and a free benefit; 
Kemble asked the same terms, and added that he 
would be glad to come North and play for some 
time. "It was indeed a brilliant time for the 
house when it had Mr. H. Siddons for Archer, 
Be1cour, and Charles Surface; Mr. Terry for Sir 
Peter Teazle, Sir Anthony Absolute, and Lord 
Ogleby; Mr. Mason for stern guardians and snap- 
pish old men in general; William Murray for 
almost anything requiring cleverness and good 
sense; 1\1r. Berry for low comedy; Mrs. Henry 
Siddons equally for Belvidera and Lady Teazle; 
Mrs. Nicol for Mrs. Malaprop, and an endless 
variety of inexorable old aunts and duennas; and 
Mrs. William Peirson for Audrey, Priscilla Tomboy, 
and William in Rosina; when !l1rs. Joanna Baillie 
Ind a play brought out on our stage, prologued by 
Henry Mackenzie and epilogued by Scott, and 
whenever the scenery and decorations were in the 
hands of artists of such reputation as Mr. Nas- 


myth and Mr. J. F. Williams. Mrs. Siddons came 
in March, 18 I 0, and performed a round of her great 
parts-still appearing in the eyes of our fathers 
the female Milton of the stage, as she had done 
twenty-six years before in the eyes of their fathers. 
Mr. John Kemble," continues this account, written 
in 1859, " stalked on in July, the first time he had 
graced the boards for ten years. But the glories 
of the season were not yet exhausted. The hand- 
some Irish Johnstone, with his inimitable Major 
O'Flaherty and Looney McTwolter; Emery, with 
his face like a great copper kettle, in such English 
rustic parts as Tyke and John Lump; Mrs. Jordan 
with her romping vivacity and good-nature in the 
Country Girl and other such parts, were among 
the rich treats presented to the Edinburgh public 
in 1810." 
In [815 .Mr. Henry Siddons, after conducting 
the theatre in the same spirited and generous 
manner, died prematurely of hard work and 
anxiety, deeply regretted by the Edinburgh people 
of every class, and his mother, who had been 
living in retirement, and was then in her sixty- 
second year, appeared for a few nights for the 
benefit of his family, whom he left somewhat im- 
poverished. 
His widow carried on the house in conjunction 
with her brother, the well-known \\ïlliam Murray, 
as stage-manager, and it continued still to possess 
an excellent company. The beautiful young Irish 
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girl, Miss Elizabeth O'Neill, "who seemed designed 
by nature to catch the tragic mantle as it fell from 
1\1rs. Siddons' shoulders," appeared in the theatre 
in August, 18lS-two months after \Vaterloo. 
The characters in which she always achieved the 
greatest success were Juliet, Mrs. Haller, Jane 
Shore, and Mrs. Beverley; and on the occasion of 
her first appearance, the old scene of the Siddons 
filr01'e was renewed, and porters and livery servants 
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In 1816 Edn;und Kean appeared in Edinburgh, 
to startle and delight the people by his vivid 
action; then came the elder .Matthews, with his 
wondrous humour and power of mimicry, and then 
.Miss Stephens and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kemble; 
yet with all this excellence the management did 
not prosper, and when the season of 1819 opened, 
matters seemed so gloomy that it was doubtful if 
Mrs. Henry Siddons could collect the .;l2,OOO 
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rilE OLD 1 HEATRE ROYAL. (From a Drawinghy T. H. Shrpherd,þllblishedm 18'9-) 
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were again seen bivouacking all night, on straw or 
pallets, under the portico of the house, or in the 
adjacent square, for the purpose of securing seats 
for their employers the moment the doors were 
open. Again it became a recognised amusement 
for people to proceed thither after breakfast to see, 
about the time of the box-office unclosing, the 
fights that ensue I between the liverymen and the 
irritable Highland porters. 
But in the year 1819 Miss O'Neill quitted the 
stage, and became eventually Lady Becher of 
Ballygiblin Castle, in the COUllty of Cork. 
Th
 Apþeal, a tragedy by J olm Galt, was played 
in February, 1818, and Scott wrote an epilogue 
th.;:reto, expressly for Mrs. Henry Siddons. 


which she had to pay yearly as rent and purchase- 
money. 
Thus one day she was shocked and startled by 
a harsh, cold letter, in the usual legal form, arresting 
all moneys in her hands until certain claims were 
settled, at a time when she had scarcely a penny 
wherewith to make payment. 
It was at this desperate crisis that Walter Scott 
came to the rescue. His Rob Ro)', operatically 
dramatised, had already proved a marked success at 
Covent Garden, and it was now prepared for the 
Edinburgh Theatre, with an excellent cast and much 
new and, what was then deeme(i, valuable scenery. 
On the 15th of February, 1819, the play was first pre- 
sented to the Edinburgh audience, and made one 
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of the greatest hits in the annals of the Theatre the faithful Dougal as much as any of the others. 
Royal; and it was announced in the following Up to 1851 Rob Ro)' had been acted about four 
day's advertisements that the success had been so hundred times in this house; but at Perth, in 
triumphant that it would be repeated "every 1829, it was represented by Ryder's company for 
evening till further notice j" yet it ran only forty- five hundred nights! One of the original cast of 
one nights consecutively, which seems trifling when the play was" Old Miss Nicol," as she was named. 
compared with the run of many pieces in London. in latter years, who then took the part of the girl 
But the national element delighted the people; Mattie. 
Mr. Homerton's dignified Rob Roy, Mrs. Renaud's To attempt to enumerate all the stars who came 
tragic dignity as Helen Macgregor (always an un- in quick succession to the boards of the old Royal 
attractive part), Duff's Dougal Cratur, Murray's (as the facilities for travel by land and sea in- 
Captain Thornton, and more than all, the Bailie creased) would be a vain task, but the names of a 
Jarvie of old Mackay (who now rests in the Calton few may suffice. Between 1820 and 1830 there 
burying-ground) were loudly extolled. Sir Walter were Vandenhoff, for tragedy, as Sir Giles Over- 
Scott was in th
 boxes with his whole family, reach, and Sir William Wallace in the Battle of 
and his loud laugh was heard from time to time, Falkirk, &c.; Jones for Mercutio and Charles 
and he ever after declared that the Bailie was Surface; the bulky. Denham with his thick voice to 
a complete realisation of his own conception of play James V L to Murray's Jingling Geordie; Mason 
the character. All the \Vaverley dramas, as they and Stanley, both e>.cellent in comedy, though 
were named, followed in quick succession; the well-nigh forgotten now; and always, of course, 
Scottish feeling of the plays, and the :nusic that Mrs. Henry Siddons, "beautiful and graceful, with 
went with them, completed their success; the a voice which seemed to penetrate the audience; " 
treasury was filled well-nigh to overflowing, and and there were Mrs. Renaud for tragedy, Mrs. 
Mrs. Henry Siddons had no more difficulties with Nicol as a leading old lady, Miss Paton, and Miss 
her patent or lease. Noel with her Scottish melodies; while the scehery 
When George IV. visited Edinburgh in August, , amid which they moved came from the master-hand 
1822, he ordered Rob Ro,v to be played at this of David Roberts, "and the orchestra included 
house on the 27th, and scenes such as it had never the hautbOIs of 
lr. T. Fra<;er, which had witched 
presented before were exhibited both within and the soul and flooded the eyes of Bum." Among 
without the edifice. At an early hour in the other favourites was Miss M. Tree (sister of Ellen 
morning vast crowds assembled at every door, and the future Mrs. Charles Kean), who used to delight 
the rain which felt in torrents till six in the even- the playgoers with her Rosina in the Barber 0/ 
ing had no effect in diminishing their numbers, and Se1 l ille, or the Maid if J
filan, till she retired in 
when the doors were slowly opened, the rush for a 1825, on her marriage with Mr. Bradshaw, some 
moment was so tremendous that most serious ap- time M.P. for Canterbury. 
prehensions were entertained, but no lives were Terry, Sinclair, and Russell, were among the 
lost; while the boxes had been let in such a way 
tars in those days. The last took such cha- 
as to preclude all reasonable ground of complaint. racters as Sir Giles Overreach. On his re-appear- 
In the pit and galleries the audience were so ance in 1823, after several years' absence, "to 
closely packeù, that it wO'lld have been difficult, our surprise," says the Edinburg/l Ad7'ertiscr, "the 
according to eye-witnesses, to introduce even the audience was thin, but among them we noticed 
point of a sabre between any two. All the wealth, Sir "'alter Scott." Thither came also Maria Foote 
rank, and beauty of Scotland, filled the boxes, and (afterwards Countess of Harrington), who took 
the waving of tartan plaids and plumed bonnets with success such parts as Rosalind, Imogen, and 
produced hurricanes of acclamation long before the Beatrice. 
arrival of the king, who occupied a species of The Edinburgh Theatrical Fund, for the relief 
throne in the centre box, and behind him stood of decayed actors, wa
 instituted at this prosperous 
the Marquis of Montrose, the Earl of Fife, and time, and at its first dinner in February, [ 82 7, 
other nobles. He wore the uniform of a marshal, under the presidency of Lord l\leadowbank, Sir 
and at his entrance nearly the entire auùience Walter Scott, ever the player's friend, avowed 
joined the orchestra in the national anthem. himself, as most readers know, the author of the 
On this night Mr. Calcraft (long a Dublin "Waverley Novels." Though it had been shrewdly 
manager, and formerly an officer of cavalry) played suspected by many before, "the rapturous feeling 
Rob Roy, and Mrs. Henry Siddons was Diana of the company, on hearing the momentous secret 
Vernon; but the king was observed to applaud let forth from his own lips," sJ.ys a writer, "no one 
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who was present can ever forget. Scott, it may be ! the Adelphi, he obtained that of the Royal in 
n:marked, was sensible to various impulses which succession to Messrs. Rollinson and Leslie, and, 
are utterly blank to other men. There were asso- as managed by him and Mrs. Wyndham, it 
ciations about Mr. Murray and his sister as 'come I speedily attained the rank and character of 
of Scotland's gentle bluid' and the grandchildren one of the best-conducted theatres in the three 
of a man prominent in the Forty-five which helped I kingdoms. The fonner, always brilliant in light or 
not a little to give him that strong and peculiar genteel comedy, was equally pleasing and powerful 
interest in the Theatre Royal, which he constantly in his favourite delineations of Irish character, 
displayed from 180 9 downwards." while Mrs. Wyndham was ever most touching and 
The association here referred to was the circum- pathetic in all tender, wifely, and motherly parts, 
stance that Mrs. Henry Siddons and her brother and could take with equal ease and excellence 
were the grandchildren of J olm Murray of Brough- Peg Woffington or 1\1rs. Haller, Widow Smilie or 
ton, who was secretary to Prince Charles Edward, Lady Macbeth. 
and gained a somewhat unenviaLle notoriety by Under their régillle, the scenery and properties 
turning king's evidence against Lord Lovat and I attained a pitch of artistic excellence of which 
others, when he was taken prisoner subsequent to I their predecessors could have had not the slightest 
the battle of Culloden. conception; and some of the "'averley dramas 
Mrs. Henry Siddons' twenty-one years of the I were set upon the stage with a magnificence and 
patent ended in 18 3 0 ; but her completion of correctness ne1'er before attempted. While pleas- 
tlventy-one annual Jhlyments of L2,OOO to the I iug the public with a constant variety, these, the 
representatives of Mr. John Jackson made her last lessees of this famous old theatre, did much 
sole proprietor of the house; and on the 29th of I for the intellectual enlightenment of Edinburgh by 
March she took farewell of the Edinburgh stage, I producing upon their boards all the leading mem- 
in the character of Lady TOIvnley in the prO'l,oketl l bers of the profession from London, and also 
Husband, and retired into private life, carrying giving the citiæns the full benefit of Italian opera 
with her, as we are told, "the good wishes of all I almost yearly. 
in Edinburgh, for they had recognised in her not Kean and Robson, Helen Faucit, old Paul 
merely the accomplished actress, but the good Bedford in conjunction with Wright, anrl latterly 
mother, the refined lady, and the irreproachable J. L. Toole, the unfortunate Gustavus V. Brooke, 
member of society." Madame Celeste, Alfred Wigan, 1\1rs. Stirling, 
Her brother, 1\1r. Murray, obtaining a renewal of Sothern, Mesdames Ristori and Titiens, Mario and 
the patent, leased the house from her for twenty- Ciuglini, and all the most famous artistes in every 
one years; but, save Rob Ro)' and Guy Afa1l1ler- branch of the modern drama, actors and singers, 
Ii/g, the day of the Waverley dramas was past, yet were introduced to the Edinburgh public again 
to him the speculation did not prove an unsuccess- and again; and, though last, not least in stature, 
ful one; and the supernumerary house, the Adelphi Sir William Don, of Newton.Don, "the eccentric 
in Leith Walk, was alike a rival, and a dead weight Baronet." 
on his hands, till, on the expiring of his lease, In recognition of these services, and their own 
he retired, in the zenith of his favour with the worth, a magnificent service of plate was presented 
Edinburgh public, in 18SI, and with a moderate to them in 1859. It was unquestionably under 
competency, withdrew to St. Andrews, where he Mr. Wyndham's management that the Edinburgh 
died not long after. stage was first raised to a perfect level with the 
After being let for a brief period to :\lr. Lloyd stages of London and Duhlin, and it was under 
the comedian, Mr. Rollinson, and Mr. Leslie, all his auspices that both Toole the comedian and 
of whom failerl to make the speculation a paying Irving the 
ragedian first made a name on the 
one, it passed into the management of its last les- I boards. 
sees, Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Wyndham, the greatest The acquisition of the site occupied by the old 
f:"l:ourites, as managers, and in public and private j theatre by the Government for the sum of Ls,ooo 
hfe, that the Royal had ever possessed, not even for the erection of a new General Post Office there- 
excepting Mrs. Henry Siddons. , on, thou
h the latter had long been most necessary, 
Mr. Wyndham, a gentleman by education and and the former was far from being an ornament to 
position, who adopted the stage by taste as a pro- I the city, was a source of some excitement, and of 
fession, came to Edinburgh, about 184S, as a much regret to all old playgoers; and when the 
member of Mr. IVlurray's company, to support Miss I night came that the curtain of t;tte was to close 
Helen Faucit, and after being in management at I upon it, after a chequered course of ninety years, 
I 
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and a farewell address from the pen of Lord 
N eaves was to be delivered, the house was filled in 

very quarter; and to those who remember it the 
bill of the last performance may not be without 
interest. 
THEATRE ROYAL, EDl!\BURGH. 
Sole Lessee, R. H. Wyndham, 95, Princes Street. 
hnal Closing of this Theatre 
On Wednesday, May 25th, 1859. 
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Ajter which blr. "VYIZdham will Deliver 
A FAREWELL ADDRESS. 
To be followed by the Laugltab/e Farce 0/ 
HIs LAsr LEGS. 
Felix O'Callaghan, a man of J:enius, by Mr. Wyndham- 
Charles, by Mr. Irving-Mr. Rivers, by Mr. Errser 
Jones-Dr. Banks, by Mr. Foote-John, by Mr. R. 
Saker-Thomas, by 1\Ir. Davis-Mrs. Monlague, by 
Miss Nicol-Julia, by Miss Jones-Mrs, Bank, by Mrs. 
E. Jones-Betty, by Miss S. Davis. 


-= "T 
p

 


.f: .f;' .. 


i 
 
, l : 
I "'-.... 
-

....ö 
.., 1..ftJ 
, 



., IðI 
> 
--

 

L 
-: 
 ' " - 
I , - 
. t) I 
,. / 
// 


,. 
i " ' \\1'; 
If. i., 
.. 
Ii 'I 


of 
Braganza 


AoIR. CLINCH AND MRS. YATES AS "HE DUKE AI\U DUCHESS 010' BJiAGANZA. (Aft.rKny.) 


The Performance will commence with the celehrated After which the National Drama of 
Comedy writtt:n by Tom Taylor and Charles Reade, Es'l
', CRAMOND BRIG. 
entitled James V., King of Scotland by ,1Ir. G. life/vi/Ie. 
MASKS AND FACES. Jock Howieson, by I\Ir. Fisher-Dirkie of that Ilk, by I\Ir. 
Sir Cltnr!es Pomander, by lIIr. J.J:yndltam. Rogerson-Murdoch, by :\Ir. Wallace-Officer, by Mr. 
Triplet, by I\Ir. Edmund Glover, Theatre Royal, Glasgow- Banks-Grime, byMr.Vouglas-Tam Maxwell, by !IIr. 
Ernest Vane, by !\Ir. E. D. Lyons-Colley Cibber, by Davis-Tibbie Howieson, by Miss Nicol-Marion, by 
!\fr. Foote-Quin, by !\fr. Errser Jones-Snarl, by !\fr. Miss :\1. Davis, in which character she will sing the 
Fisher-CallBoy, Mr. R. Saker-Soaper, by I\Ir. Irving incidental song, 

Hunsdon, by Mr. Vandenhoff-Colander, by Mr. .. A Kiss ahilZt the Door." 
James--Burdoch, by I\Ir. Carroll. To Conclude with a Moving and Removing Valedictory 
Pi'/{ Wr1fi"J;ton, hy ,1frs. Wyndltam. Sketch, 
Kitty Clive, by Miss 1\1. Davis-l\lrs. Triplet, by Mrs. Afr. Uyndham, by ltimself-lIlrs. Wyndlta111, by herself. 
E. Joncs-Roxalana, by :\Iiss 1\1. Foote-Maid, by I Spirit of the Past, Miss Nicol-Spirit of the Future, l\Iiss 
Mis. Thompson - :\Iabel Vane, by Miss Sophia Va..i<. 
Miles. THE NATIONAL ANTHEM BY THE ENTIRE CU
IPAN\". 
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THE OLD THEATRE ROYAL, IN PROCESS OF DEMOLITION. 


CHAPTER XLV. 


EAST SIDE OF THE NORTH BRIDGE (
ontimutl). 


Memorabilia of the General Post Office-First Postal System in Scotland-First Communication with Ireland-Sanctions given by the Scotti.h 
Parliament-Expenses of the Establi.shment at various Periods-The Horse Posts-Violation of Letter Uags-Ca!õõualtics of the Period-The 
First Slage Coach-Peter Williamson-The Variou. POSI Office Buildings-The Waterloo Place Office-Royal Arms Remoyed-New Offic. 
Built -Staff and Fiscal Details. 


THE demolition of the old theatre was proceeded I tions" it appears that in that year Thomas Wither. 
with rapidly, and with it passed away Shakespeare ings, hisl\1ajesty's PostmasterofEngland and foreign 
Square, on its southern and eastern sides, a semi- parts, was directed to adjust "one running post 
rectangle, alike mean in architecture and dis-I or two, to run day and night between Edinburgh 
reputable in character; and on the sites of both, and London, to go thither and back again in six 
and of Dingwall's ancient castle, was erected the days, and to take with them all slJch letters as shall 
present General Post Office, a magnificent building, be directed to any post town on the said road." 
prior to describing which we propose to give some, Three years after these posts became unsafe; the 
memorabilia of the development of that institution bearers were waylaid and robbed of their letters. 
in Edinburgh. for political reasons. 
The year 1635 was the epochofa regular postal I In 1642, on the departure of the Scottish troops 
system in Scotland, under the Scottish ministry of to protect the Ulster colonists, and put down the 
Charles I. This system was probably limited to rebe1lion in Ireland, a line of posts was established 
the road betweeI1 Edinburgh and Berwick, the between Edinburgh and Port Patrick, where John 
main object being to establish a regular communi- M'Caig, the postmaster, was allowed by the Privy 
cation with London. Mails were despatched once Council to have a "post bark"; and in 1649 the 
and sometimes twice weekly, and the postage of a posts were imprm-ed by Cromwell, who removed 
single letter \\as 6d. From Rushworth's "CoHec- many, if not all, of the Scottish ulficials. In 16 54 
45 
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the postage to England was lowered to 4d.; and To improve the system of correspondence 
to 2d. for a single letter within eighty miles. On throughout the kingdom, the Scottish Parliament, 
the 16th of December, 1661, Charles II. re- in 1695, passed a new "Act for establishing a 
appointed Robert Muir "sole keeper of the General Post-office in Edinburgh, under a Post- 
letter-office in 
dinburgh," from which he had master-General, who was to have the exclusive 
been dismissed by Cromwell, and L200 was given privilege of receiving and despatching letters, it 
him to buil j a packet-boat for the Irish maiL being only allowed that carriers should undertake 
In 1662 Sir William Seaton was succeeded as that business on lines where there was no regular 
Postmaster-General ot Scotland by Patrick Grahame post until such should be established. The rates 
of Inchbraikie, surnamed the Black, who bore the were fixed at 2S. Scots for a single letter within 
Garter at the funeral of Montrose, and who, accord- fifty Scottish miles, and for greater distances in 
ing to the Privy Seal Register, was to hold that office i proportion. It was also ordained that there should 
for life, with a salary of L500 Scots yearly. In be a weekly post to Ireland, by means of a packet 
1669 the Privy Council established a post between I at Port Patrick, the expense of which was to be 
Edinburgh and Aberdeen, twice weekly, "wind charged on the Scottish office. By the same law 
and weather serving." A letter was conveyed forty the Postmaster and his deputies were to have 
miles (about sixty English) for 2S. Scots; and for posts, and furnish post-horses along all the chief 
one an ounce weight the charge was 7s. 6d. Scots; roads to all persons · at three shillings Scots for ilk 
for every single letter carried above eighty miles horse-hire for postage, for every Scottish mile,' 
within Scotland the rate was 4S. Scots; while for including the use of furniture and a guide. It 
one an ounce wcight 10S. Scots (i.e. [Od. English) would appear that on this footing the Post-office in 
was charged. In 1678 the coach with letters Scotland was not a gainful concern, for in 16 9 8 
between Edinburgh and Glasgow was drawn by six Sir Robert Sinclair of Stevenston had a grant of 
horses, and performed the journey there and back the entire revenue with a pension of L300 sterling 
in six days! per annum, under the obligation to keep up the 
In 1680 Robert Muir, the postmaster, was im- posts, and after a little while gave up the charge as 
prisoned by the Council for publishing the Nn,'s finding it disadvantageous. . . . Lctters coming 
Ldler, before it was revised by their clerk. from London for Glasgow arrived at Edinburgh in 
"What offended them was, that it bore that the the first place, and were thence dispatchc(l west- 
Duke of I auderdale's goods were shipping for ward at such times as might be com'miml." * 
France, whither his GrJ.ce was shortly to follow, The inviolability of letters at the Post-office was 
which was a mistake." not held in respect as a principle. In July, qOI, 
In 1685 the intelligence of the death of Charles two letters from Brussels, marked each with a 
n., who died on the 7th of February, was received cross, were taken by the Postmaster to the Lord 
at Edinburgh about one in the morning of the 10th, Advocate, who deliberately opened them, and 
by express from London. In 1688 it occupied finding them "of no value, being only on private 
three months to convey the tidings of the abdica- business," desired them to be delivered to those to 
tion of James VII. to the Orkneys. whom they were addressed; and so lately as 173 8 , 
In 1689 the Post-office was put upon a new the Earl of Islay, in writing to Sir Robert Walpole 
footing, being sold by roup" to John Blair, apo- I from Edinburgh, said, "I am forced to send this 
thecary in Edinburgh, he undertaking to carryon letter by a servant, twenty miles out of town, where 
the entire business on various rates of charge for the Duke of Argyle's attorney CIl1/1l01 halldle il;"' 
letters, and to pay the Government 5,100 merks and in 1748 General Blann, commanding the forces 
(about L255 sterling) yearly for seven years." in Scotland, complained to the Secretary of State 
And in October that year William Mean of the I "that his letters at the Edinburgh Post-office were 
Letter Office was committed to the Tolbooth, for opened by order of a Iloble duke." 
retaining certain Irish letters until the payment I From 17 0 4 till the year of the Union, George 
therefor was given him. In 1690 the Edinburgh Main, jeweller, in Edinburgh, accounted" for the 
post-bag was robbed in the lonely road near Cock- duties of the Post-office within Scotland, leased 
burnspath, and that the mails frequently came in him by the Lords of the Treasury and Exchequer 
with the seals broken was a source of indignation in Scotland" during the three years ending at 
toth
Privy Council. In 1691,John Seton (br
ther I Whit Sunday, for the yearly ren
 of 21,.500 merks 
of Sir George Seton of Carlton) was committed I Scots, or LI,194 8s. lod. sterlIng, subject to de- 
to the Castle for robbing the post-bag at Hedder- -- -- --- 
wick Muir of the mail withGo\-emmentpapers....DomesticAnnalsofSColland;VoI.III. 



North Bridge.] 


THE HORSE POSTS. 


35S 


duction for expenses, among which are L60 for the time allowed for special couriers bet\\ een Edinburgh 
Irish packet boat. and London. 
In 1708 the whole business of the General Post- In 17 I S it required six days for the post to 
office was managed by seven persons-viz., George perform the journey. This can easily be seen, says 
1\[ain, manager for Scotland, who held his com- 1\[r. Lang, by examining the post-marks on the 
mission from the Postmaster-General of Great letters of that time. 
Britain, with a salary of L200 per annum; his In that year Edinburgh had direct communica- 
accountant, Lso per annum; one clerk, Lso; his tion with sixty post-towns in Scotland, and in 
assistant, L 25; tllree letter-runners at 5s. each per August the total sum received for letters passing to 
week. The place in which it was conducted was and from these offices and the capital was only 
a common shop. L44 3s. Id. The postage on London letters in 
In 17 10 an Act of the newly-constituted British the same month amounted to LI57 3S. 2d 
Parliament united the Scottish Post-office with that In I7 17 Mr. Anderson was superseded at Edin- 
of the English and Irish under one Postmaster- burgh by Sir John Inglis as Deputy-Postmaster- 
General, but ordained "that a chief letter office General in Scotland, from whom all appointments 
be kept at Edinburgh, and the packet boats in that country were held direct. The letter-bags, 
between Donaghadee and Port Patrick be still apart from foot-pads and robbers, were liable to 
maintained." The postage of a letter to London strange contingencies. Thus, in November, 172S, 
was then raised to 6d. sterling. the bag which left Edinburgh was never heard of 
In 17 IS, James Anderson, \\'.S., the well-known after it passed Berwick-boy, horse, and bag, alike 
editor of Diploll/ala Scoliæ, obtained the office of I vanished, and were supposed to have been swal- 
Deputy Postmaster-General, in succession to lowed up in the sands between Coquet-mouth and 
Main, the jew'eller. When he took office, on the Holy Island. A mail due at Edinburgh one even- 
12th of July, there was not a single horse post in ing, at the close of January, 1734, was found in 
Scotland, foot-runners being the conveyers of the the Tyne at Haddington, in which the post-bor had 
mails, even so far north as Thurso, and so far perished; and another due on the 11th October of 
westward as Im'erary. I the following year was long of reaching its destina- 
.. After his appointment," to quote Lang's tion. "It seems the post-boy," according to the 
privately-printed history of the Post-office in Caledonia11.llIeYCl/r)'," who made the stage between 
Scotland, " Mr. Anderson directed his attention to Dunbar and Haddington, being in liquor, fell off. 
the establishment of the horse posts on the Western The horse was afterwards found at Linplum, but 
road from Edinburgh. The first regular horse without mail, saddle, or bridle." 
post in Scotland appears to have been from Edin- The immediate practical business of the Post- 
burgh to Stirling; it started for the first time on office of Edinburgh (according to the" Domestic 
the 29th Novem
er, I7 IS. It left Stirling at 2 Annals "), down to the reign of George I., arpears to 
o'clock afternoon, each Tuesday, Thursday, and have been conducted in a shop in the High Street, 
Saturday, reaching Edinburgh in time for the night by a succession of persons named Main or Mein, 
mail for England. In March, 17 T 7, the first horse "the descendants of the lady who threw her stool 
post between Edinburgh and Glasgow was estab- at the bishop's head in St. Giles's in) 637." Thence 
lished, and we have details of the arrangement in a it was promoted to a flat on the east side of the 
I 
memorial addressed to Lord Cornwallis and James Parliament Close; then again, in the reign of George 
Craggs, who jointly filled the office of Postmaster- I IlL, behind the north side of the Cowgate. The 
General of Great Britain. The memorial states. little staff we have described as existing in 17 I 5 
that 'the horse post will set out for Edinburgh remained unchanged in number till 1748, when there 
each Tuesday and Thursday at 8 o'clock at night, were added an " apprehender of letter-carriers," and 
and on Sunday about 8 or 9 in the morning, and a" clerk to the Irish correspondents." "There is 
be in Glasgow-a distance of 36 miles (Scots) by a faithful tradition in the office, which I see no 
the post road at that time-by 6 in the morning, reason to doubt," says Dr. Chambers, "that one 
on Wednesday and Friday in summer, and by 8 in I day, not long after the Rebellion of 1745, the bag 
winter, and both winter and summer, will be in on came to Edinbur!J:h with but one letter in it, being 
Sunday night.' " one addre-sed to the British Linen Company." 
At this period it took double the time for a mail In 1730 the yearly revenue of the Edinburgh 
to perfonn the journey between the two capitals Office was L I, I 94, according to "The State of Scot- 
that it did in the middle of the 17th century. land;" but Arnot puts the sum at L5.399. 
When established by Ch.nles 1., till ee dJ.Ys was the In I7 4 I Hamiltun of Inncrwick was Deputy- 
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Postmaster-General, and nine years after, the mails tively; and 1763 beheld a further improvement, 
began to be conveyed from stage to stage by relays when the London mails were increased from three 
of fresh horses, and different post-boys, to the to five. Previously they had travelled in such a 
principal places in Scotland; but the greater dilatory manner, that in the winter the letters 
p3rtion of the bags were conveyed by foot-runners; I which left London on Tuesday night were not 
f.Jr the condition of the roads from Edinburgh distributed in Edinburgh till the Sunday following, 
would not admit of anything like rapid travelling. between serlll011S. 
The most direct, at times, lay actually in the In 1765 there was a penny postage for letters 
channels of streams. The common carrier from borne one stage; and in 177 I, when Oliphant of 
Edinburgh to Selkirk, 38 miles, required a fort- Rossie was Deputy Postmaster-General, the Edin- 
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THE POST OFFICE IN WATERLOO PLACE. (Fro",,, Drmuinghy T. H SI
ll"rd.þuhli.slt
d;n 1829') 


night for his journey there and back, the channel burgh staff consisted of ten persons, exclusive of 
of the Gala, which, for a considerable distance was the letter carriers. 
parallel with the road, being, when not flooded, In I 776 the first stage coach came to Edinburgh 
the track chosen as most level and easy for the on the loth April, having performed the journey 
traveller. At this period and long before, there from London in sixty hours. In the same year 
was a set of horse "cadgers," who plied regularly the penny post was established in Scotland by 
between different places, and in defiance of the Peter \Villiamson, to whom we have referred else- 
laws, carried more letters than ever passed through where. This man was the Rowland Hill of his 
the Edinburgh office in those days. day, and the postal authorities seeing the importance 
In 1757 the revenue amounted to j)0,623, of such a source of revenue, gave him a pension for 
accord
ng to Arnot; in that year the mail was upon I the goodwill of the business, and the Scottish 
the road from London 87 hours, and, oddly enough, penny posts were aftenvarrls confirmed to the 
from Edinburgh back 131 hours; but by the General Post by an Act of Parliament in 1799. 
influence of the Convention of Royal Burghs, In 1781 the number of post-towns in Scotland 
thc
e hours were reduced to 82 and 85 respec- consistt:d of qo, and the staff at Edinburgh 
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amounted to twenty-three persons, including letter- I number of ietters passing through and ddivered 
carriers. Ten years afterwards thirty-one were in Edinburgh dally was estimated at 75,000. The 
required, and in 1794 the lnb.nd Office, including number of mail-bags received daily was 518, and 
the letter-carriers' branch, consisted of twenty-one I the nUI
1ber despatcl
ed 350. The amoun
 of money 
persons. orders Issued and paid showed a sum of 
 1,758,079 
The Edinburgh Post-office, for a long time after I circulating annually through the department in 
its introduction and establishment, was conducted I Scotland. 
solely with a view to the continuance and security of On the 23rd of October, 1861, the foundation- 
the correspondence of the people, and thus it stone of the new General Post-office was laid, on 
frequently had assistance from the Scottish Treasury; I the east side of the North Bridge, by the late 
and iî we e'l(cept the periods of civil war, when a Prince Consort, amid much state and ceremony, 
certain amount of surveillance was exercised by the I the letter-carriers, all clad for the first time in blue, 
Government, as a measure of State security, the in lieu of their old scarlet, being drawn up in 
olJice seems to have been conducted with integrity duuble rank within the galleries which occupied the 
allll freedom from abuse. site of the old Theatre and which were crowded 
In 1796, Thomas Elder of Forneth, at one time by a lashionable audience. This was almost the 
Lord Provost, was Deputy- Postmaster-General; in last act of Prince Albert's public life, as he died 
1799 and 1802, William RoberLson, and Trotter of two months subsequently. At his suggestion the 
Ca"tlcIaw, succeeded to that office respectively. crowning row of vases was added to the façade. 
It was held in 1807 by the Hon. Francis Gray, As finished now, it stands behind a pavement 
aftenvards fifteenth Lord Gray of Kinfauns; and of Caithness slabs forty-three feet broad, and is 
in 1810 the staff amounted to thirty-five persons, from designs by the late Mr. Robert Matheson, of 
letter-carriers included, H.M. Board of Works in Scotland. Built of fine 
In April, 1713, the Post-office was in the first white stone from Binny quarry, in the neighbour- 
flat of a house opposite the Tulbooth, on the north hood of the city, its style of architecture is a 
side of the High Street-Main's shop, as we have moderately rich Italian type. It presents an 
stated. At a later period it was in the first floor ornamental main front of 140 feet to Princes 
uf a house near the Cross, above an alley, to which it Street, and another equally ornamental front, or 
gave the name of the Post-office Close. From thence flank, of 180 feet to the North Bridge, with a rear- 
it was removed to the Parliament Close, where its front, which is also ornate, of 140 feet, to the deep 
internal fittings were like those of a shop, the letters valley where once the North Loch lay. 
were dealt across a counter, and the whole out-door The flank to the Waterloo Place Buildings is 
business of the city was conducted by one letter- somewhat plainer than the others, and measures 
carrier. After being for a time in Lord Covington's 160 feet. The edifice rises in the central part of 
house, it was removed to one already mentioned each of these three ornamental fronts, to the height of 
on the west side of the N orlh Bridge, and from two stately storeys above the street level, and has 
thence to a new office (now an hotel) on the Regent, at the comers wings, or towers, a storey higher, and 
Bridge in 1821. For ten years before that period crowned with rows of massive and beautifully 
James twelfth Earl of Caithness was Deputy-post- I sculptured vases. On the south front it descends 
master-General; and in the year preceding the re- to the depth of 125 feet from the summit of 
mo\'al there, the Edillburgh IVeck/y Jounza/ says, that these towers, and thus presents a very imposing 
by order of the Depute Lyon King of Arms, and appearance. 
the Usher of the \\"hite Rod, the new coat of the This office, the chief one for all Scotland, cost, 
royal anns of Britain, put thereon, was torn including the site, ;/;120,000, and was first opened 
down and removed, "as derogatory to the independ- for business on the 7th of May, 1866. The entire 
ance of Scotland," i.e., wrongly quartered, giving staft
 from the Surveyor-General downwards, con- 
England precedence. Another and correct coat of' sisted in 1880 of 429 persons; whose salaries, 
arms was substituted, and remained there till the wages, and allowances, amounted to ;/;38,427. 
present building was erected. Connected, of course, with the head office, there 
In 1823, Sir David Wedderburn, Rart., of Bal. were in Edinburgh, Leith, and the suburbs, in 
kndean, was appointed Postmaster-General of 1880 , receiv ing- offices and pillar-boxes.. 
Scotland, an office afterwards abolished. 
In 1856 the establishment on the Regent Bridge 
consisted of 225 officials, of whom 114 were letter- 
carriers, porters, and messengers, and the average 


.. By a Government return It appears that in 1880 there passed 
through the Scoui..h Post.office 101,948,300 letters. 12,284.700 post-cards, 
22,140,500 book-parcels, and 14,570,700 new!lopapers. In the same year , 
the average number of letters delivered to each perc;on in the population of 
the three kir.gdom
 was 3S in England, 26 iu S..::olland , and J3 inlrc1and. 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 


EAST SIDE OF TilE NOJ{TII tlJ{IDGE (cotldlldd). 


The Old Orphan Ho,pital-Its Foundation. Object. and Removal-Lady Glenorchy's Chapel-Her Disputes with the Presb).tery-Dr. Sneh 
Jones-Vemolition of the Cnapel and School-Old Physic Gardens Fonned-The Gardens-Sir Andrew Balfour-James Sutherland- 
Inundated in 16S9-Sulherland.s Efforts to Improve the Gardens--Professor Hope. 


ABOUT 100 feet east of the bridge, and the same produce of \\"hich the expenses of their education 
distance south of th
 theatre which Whitefield and maintenance were lessened, and healthy and 
to his dismay saw built in the park of the Orphan cheerful exercise furnished, suitable to their years." 
Hospital, stood the latter edifice, the slender, I "It is remarkable," says Kincaid, "that from 
pointed spire of which was a conspicuous object in January, 1784, to January, 1787, out of from 13 0 to 
this quarter of the city. I 140 young children not one has died. A par- 
A hospital for the maintenance and education ticular account of the rise, progress, present state, 
of orphan children was originally designed by Mr. and intended enlargement of this hospital was 
Andrew Gardiner, merchant, and some other publisl:ed by the treasurer (:\Ir. Tod), wherein is a 
citiJ:ens, in 173 2 . The suggestion met with the print of the elevation, with two wings, which the 
approval of the Society for the Propagation of managers intend to build so soon as the funds will 
Christian Knowledge, then located in what was I pennit, when there will be room for 200 orphans." 
anciently named .Bassandyne's Close j and it was In its slender spire hung two bells, and therein 
moreover assisted by liberal subscriptions and also stood the ancient clock of the Netherbow 
collections at the church doors. At first a house Port, now in use at the Dean. 
.vas hired, and thirty orphans placed in it. Ac- The revenues were inconsiderahle, and it was 
curding to 1\laitland, in November, 1733, the chiefly supported by benefactions and collections 
hospital was founded; it stood 340 feet north- made at the churches in the city. Howard, the 
west of the Trinity College Church, and in its philanthropist, who visited it more than once, and 
fonnation a part of the burial ground attached to made himself acquainted with the constitution and 
the latter was used. management of this hospital, acknowledged it to be 
In 1738 the Town Council granted the hospital one of the best and most useful charities in Europe. 
a seal of cause, and in 1742 they obtained royal A portrait of him hangs in the new Orphan Hospital 
letters patent creating it a corporation, by which at the nean, the old building we have described 
most of the Scottish officers of State, and the heads having been removed in 1845 by the operations 
of different societies in Edinburgh, are constituent I of the North British Railway, anel consequently 
members. This charity is so extensive in its being now a thing of the past, like the chapel of 
benevolence, that children from any part of the Lady Glenorchy, which shared the same fate at the 
British Empire have the right of admission, so far same time. 
as the funds will admit-indigence, and the This edifice stood in the low ground, between 
number of children in a poor family being the the Orphan Hospital and the Trinity College 
Lest title to it. Church, about 300 feet eastward of the north arch 
None, however, are arlmitted under the age of of the Bridge. 
seven, or retained after they are past fourteen, as \Vilhelmina Maxwell, Viscountess Dowager of 
at that time of life the managers are seldom at a John Viscount Glenon.:hy, who was a kind of 
loss to dispose of them, "the young folks," says Scottish Countess of Huntingdon in her day, was 
Arnot, "choosing to follow trades. and the public the foundress of this chapel, which was a plain, 
entertaining so good an opinion of the manner in lofty stone building, but neatly fitted up within 
which they have been brought up, that manufac- I with two great galleries, that ran round the sides 
turers and others are very ready to take them into I of the edifice, and was long a conspicuous object 
their employment. There are about," he adds, in I to all who crossed the Bridge. It was seated for 
1779, "one hundred orphans maintained in this 2,000 persons, and the middle was appropriated to 
hospitaL" I the poor, who sat there gratis to the number of 
This number was increased in 1781, when Mr. some hundreds. "Whether," says Arnot, "before 
Thomas Tod, merchant in Edinburgh, became Lady Glenorchy founded this institution there were 
treasurer. It was then greatly enlarged for the churches sufficient for accommodating the inhabi- 
better accommodation of the children, "and to tants we shall not pretend to detennine. Such, 
enable them to perform a variety of work, from the I indeed, is the demand for seats, and so little arc 
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they occupied when obtained, that we are tempted to 
conclude the genteeler part of the congregations in 
Edinburgh deem the essential duties of religion to 
be concentrated in holding and paying rent for so 
many feet square in t:1e inside of a church." 
Lady Glenorchy, whom Kincaid describes as " a 
young lady eminent for good sense and every 
accomplishment that could give dignity to her 
rank, and for the superior piety which made her con- 
spicuous as a Christian," in 1772 feued a piece of 
ground from the managers of the Orphan Hospital, 
at a yearly duty of hIS, on which she built her 
chapel, of which (following the example of Lady 
Yester in another part of the city) she retained the 
patronage, and the entire management with herself, 
and certain persons appointed by her. 
In the following year she executed a deed, 
which declared that the managers of the Orphan 
Hospital should have liberty (upon asking it in 
proper time) to employ a preacher occasionally in 
her chapel, if it was not otherwise employed, and 
to apply the collections made on these occasions 
in behalf of the hospital. On the edifice being 
finished, she addressed the following letter to the 
Moderator of the Presbytery of Edinburgh :- 


. " Edin., April 25 th , 1774' 
"REVERE:'oID Sm,-It is a general complaint that the 
churches of this city which belong to the Establishment are 
not proportioned to the number of its inhabitants. l\Iany 
wh" are willing to pay for seats cannot obtain them; and no 
space is left for the poor, but the remotest areas, where few of 
those who find room to stand can get within hearing of any 
ordinary voice. I have thought it my duty to employ part 
of that snbstance with which God has been plea_ed to 
entrust me in building a chapel within the Orphan House 
Park, in which a considerable number of our communion 
who at present are altogether unprovided may enjoy the 
benefit of the same ordinances which are dispensed in the 
parish churches, and where I hope to have the pleasure of 
accommodating some hundreds of poor people who have 
long been shut out from olle of the bðt and to some of them 
the only means of instruction in the principles of our holy 
religiona 
.. The chapel wiII soon be ready to receive a congregation, 
and it is my intention to have it supplied with a minister of 
approve<1 character and abilities, who wiII give sufficient 
security for his soundness in the faith and loyalty to Govern- 
ment. 
.. It wiII give me pleasure to be informed that the Pres- 
bytery approve of my design, and that it will be agreeable to 
them that I shoul<1 ask occasional supply from such ministers 
and probationers as I am acquainte<1 with, till a congregation 
be fornled an<1 supplied with a stated minister.-I am, Rev. 
Sir, &c. 


.. "'. GLENORCHV." 


The Presbytery being fully convinced not only 
of the piety of her intentions, but the utility of 
having an additional place of worship in the city, 


unanimously approved of the design, and in May, 
1774, her chapel was opened by the Rev. Robert 
Walker of the High Church, and Dr. John Erskine of 
the Greyfriars; but a number of clergy were by no 
means friendly to the erection of this chapel in any 
way, on the plea that the footing on which it was 
admitted into connection with the Church was not 
sufficiently explicit, and eventually they brought the 
matter before the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale. 
Lady Glenorchy acquainted the Presbytery, in 1775, 
that she intended to place in the chapel an Eng- 
lish dissenting preacher named Grove. The Pres- 
bytery wrote, that though they approved of her 
piety, they could give no countenance whatever to 
a minister who was not a member of the Church of 
Scotland; and Mr. Grove foreseeing a contest, 
declined the charge, and now ensued a curious 
controversy. 
Lady Glenorchyagain applied to the Presbytery, 
wishing as incumbent the Rev. Mr. Balfour, then 
minister of Lecroft; but he, with due respect for 
the Established Church and its authority, declined 
to leave his pastoral charge until he was assured 
that the Presbytery of the city would instal him in 
the chapel. The latter approved of her selection, 
but declined the installation, unless there was a 
regular" call" from the congregation, and security 
given that the offerings at the chapel were never to 
be under the administration of the managers of the 
charity workhouse. 
With this decision she declined to comply, and 
wrote, "That the chapel was her own private pro- 
perty, and had never been intended to be put on the 
footing of the Establishment, nor connected with it 
as a chapel of ease to the city of Edinburgh : That 
having built it at her own expense, she was entitled 
to name the minister: That she wished to convince 
the Presbytery of her inclination, that her minister, 
though not on the Establishment, should hold com- 
munication with its members: That, with respect 
to the offerings, everybody knew that she had ap- 
pointed trustees for the management of them, and 
that those who were not pleased with this mode of 
administration might dispose of their alms elsewhere ; 
adding that she had once and again sent part of 
these offerings to the treasurer of the charity work- 
house." 
A majority of the Presbytery now voted her reply 
satisfactory, agreed to instal her minister, and that 
he should be in communion with the Established 
Church. "Thus," says Arnot, who seems antagonis- 
tic to the founder, "did the Presbytery give every 
mark of countenance, and almost every benefit 
arising from the Established Church, while this in. 
stitution was not subject to their jurisdiction; while 



North Dridge.] 


LADY GLENURCHY. 


3 GI 


they dispensed with the' moderation of the call,' 
a form about which they stickle zealously, if by it 
they could get a minister presented by the legal 
patron to be rejected; while they did not insist 
upon the stipend being properly secured; while 
they agreed to permit Lady Glenorchy to dispose 
without control, upon those pious ofjèrings which 
should have been applied towards the support of 
the charity workhouse; while they, in fact, eluded 
that right of patronage over all churches in this city, 


the chapel to all the privileges it had enjoyed 
by the countenance and protection of the 
Presbytery, 
In 1776 Lady Glenorchy invited Dr. Thomas 
Snell J ones, a Wesleyan Methodist, to accept the 
charge of her chapel, and after being ordained to 
the office of pastor by the Scottish Presbytery of 
London he beeline settled as incumbent on the 
25th of July, 1779, and from that date continued 
to labour as such, until about three years before his 
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TilE ORPII.
N IIOSPITAL. (From a DUlwing-hy Siorer, þnh/iskd in 1820) 


holding communion with the Established ministers" death, which occurred on the 3rd of March, 1837, 
which is vested in the magistrates of Edinburgh; a period of nearly fifty eight years. 
and while they had no power to depose from the I He preached the funeral sermon on the demise 
benefice in this chapel the minister install cd by' of Lady Glenorchy on the 17th July, 1786, in 
them in case of his errors in life or doctrine! " her forty.fourth year. She was Luric(!, by her 
To avoid unpleasantness, Mr. B.llfour, like Mr. own desire, in a vault in the centre of the chapel. 
Grove, declined the charge. By a settlement made some time before her death, 
It was now th.tt the matter came before the she endowed the latter with a school which \\'a
 
Synod, which not only gave jUllgment in the I built near it. Therein, a hundred poor children 
nutter, but forbade all miJli
ters or probationers I were taught to read and write. It was managed 
within their bounds to preach in this unlucky I hy trustees, with instructions which secure its per- 
chapel, or to employ the minister of it in any petuity. Lady Glenorchy's Frce Church school is 
capac;ty. From this sentence the Presbytery of I now at Grecnsirle. 
Edinburgh appealed to the next General Assembly In 1792 Dr.Jones had as a colleague, Dr. Grevil1e 
of the Church, which reversed it, and restored Elving, aftcrwards editor of The .ltíÙsÚllltiry 
46 \ 
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lIIagazine (sta
ted ill Edin?urgh), and minister of I son ofSir.1
ichael B.llfou
 of Denmylne. 

n emi- 
the Congreg.ltlOnal church 111 (;I.lsgOW. nent physIcian and bota11lst, he was born 111 1630, 
In 1828, on the 8th of June-the fiftieth year of graduated in medicine at S1. Andrews, prosecuted 
his ministry being complete-a hundred gentlemen, his medicdl studies under the famous Harvey in 
connected with Laåy Glenorchy's chapel, enter-I London, after which he visited Elois, to see the 
t.tined Dr. Jones at a banquet given in his honour cdebratell botanical garden of the Duke de 
at the \Vaterloo Tdvern, and presented him" with I Guise, then kept by his countryman Dr. Robert 
an elegant silver vase, as a tribute of the respect l\lorison, author of the" Hortus Regius Bloisensis," 
and esteem which the people entertained for the I and afterwards, in 1609, p:o:essor of bot.lIlY at 
uniform uprightness of his conduct during the long I OJ\ford. 
peri:Jd they had enjoyed his ministry." I In 1667 Balfour commenced to practise as a 
Lady (;Ienorchy's chapel and school were alike physician in St. .\ndrews, but in 1670 he removed 
demolished in 1845, as stated. The former, as a to Edinburgh, ,\ here among other improvements he 
foundation, is now in Roxburgh Place, as a chapel introduced the manufacture of paper into Scotland. 
in connection with the Establishment. "It has now Having a small botanical gdn.len attached to his 
a quoad sacra district attached to it," says Flll/a?'- I house, and chiefly furnished with rare seeds sent by 
t,llls G
zctteer,. "the charge in 1835 was collegiate. I his foreign corresponden
s, he raised th
re n
any 
There IS attached to the chapel a school attended plants never before seen III Scotland. HIS fnend 
by 100 or 120 poor children." and botanical pupil, Mr. Pdtrick :\lurray of Living- 
In the same quiet and secluded hollow, over- I stone, had formed at his seat a botanic garden con- 
looked by the Trinity Church and Hospital, the taining fully a thousand specimens of plants; and 
Orphan Hospital, and the Glenorchy Chapel-in 
 after his death Dr. Balfour transferred the whole 
the very bed of what was once the old loch, and I of this collection to Edinburgh, and, joining it to 
where now prevail all the bustle and uproar of his oWli, laid the foundation of the first botanic 
one of the most confused of railway termini, and garden in Scotl:md, for which the magistrates al- 
I 
where, ever ami anon, the locomotive sends up its [ lotted him a part of the Trinity garden. and then, 
shriek to waken the echoes of the Calton rocks or through the patronage of Sir Robert Sibbald, the 
the enormous masses of the Post-office buildings, eminent physician and naturalist, Mr. James Suther- 
and those which fl.ll1k the vast Roman-like span öf I land, an experienced botanist, was appointed head- 
the Regent Bridge-lay the old Physic Gardens, gardener. 
for the creation of which Edinburgh was indebted I After this B.llfour was created a baronet by 
to one or two of her eminent physicians in the I Charles II. He wa:; the first who introduced the 
seventeenth century. dissection of the human body into Scotland; he 
They extended between the New Port at the I planned the present Royal College of Physicians, 
foot of I-Ialkerston's Wynd, I:e., from the east side of projected the great hospital now known as the 
the north bridge to the garden of the Trinity I Royal Infirmary; and died full of honours in 1694, 
College Hospital, which Lord Cockburn descrives bequeathing his museum to the university. 
a<; being" about a hundred feet square; but it is I It was in September, 1676, that he placed the 
only turf surroUlllled by a gravel walk. An old superintending of the Physic Garden under James 
thorn, and an old elm, destined never to be in leaf I Sutherland, who was by profession a gardener, but 
again, tell of old springs and old care. And there of whose previous history little is known. "Dy his 
is a wooden summer house, which has heard many own industry," says Sir Robert Sibbald, "heobtained 
an old man's crack, and seen the sun soften many to great knowledge of plants," and seems to have 
an old man's wrink]es." been one of those self-made men of whom Scotland 
In Gonion of Rothiemay's view this particular has produced so many of whom she may well be 
garden (now among the things that were) is shown proud In 1683 he puhlished his" HOItus l)faliclis 
as extenrling from the foot of Ha]kerston's \Vynd Edinbll?'gmsis, or a calalogue of the plants in the 
to the west gable of the Trinity Hospital, and Physic Gardens at Edinburgh, containing the 
northward in a line with the tower of the church. I most proper I atin and Eng]ish names," dedicated 
From the New Port, the Physic Garden,occurJY- to the Lord Provost, Sir George Drummond. In 
ing much of that we have described, lay north his little garden in the valley of the Korth Loch 
across the valley, to where a path between hedge- I he taught the science of herbs to the students of 
rows led to the Orphan Hospital. It is thus shown medicine for small fees, recei ,"ing no other encourage- 
in Edgar's plan, in 1765. I ment than a salary of ;{;20 from the city, which 
It owed its origin to Sir Andrew Balfour, the did not suffice to p.lY rent and servants' wages, to 
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s.Iy nothing of the cost of new plants, so difficult I Scottish, Saxon, and English coihs and merlals, ".IS 
to procure in those non-travelling times. purchased by the Faculty of Advocates, and is 
In the spring of 1689, during the siege of the still preserved in their library. 
Castle, a woeful mishap befell him. For certain The old Phy::.ic Garden, which had been his 
strategic reasons it had been thought necessary by own, eastward of the bridge, continued to be used 
Sir John Lanier and other leaders to drain the as such till the time when the chair of botany was 
North Loch, and, as the water thereof ran through occupied by Dr. John Hope, who was born at 
the Botanic Gardens, as it In.d done of old through Edinburgh in 17 25, and was the grandson of Sir 
that of the Hospital, it came to pass that for Alexander Hope, Lord Rankeillor. On the 13 th 
several days the place was completely inundated, .\.pril, 1761, he was appointed king's botanist for 
and when left dry was found to be covered with Scotland, and elected a few days after, by the 
mud, and the rubbish of the city drains, so that town council, Professor of materia medica, and 
nearly all the delicate and costly plants collected of botany. He was the first who introduced into 
by Balfour, by Sibbald, and by Sutherland, were Scotland the Linnæan system; and in 1768 he 
destroyed; and it cost the lalter and his assistants I resigned the professorship of materia medica, that, 
nearly a whole season to clear the ground, and in in the end, he might devote himself exclusively to 
hi" distress he appealed to the Privy Council. I botany, and his exertions in promoting the study of 
That body considered his memorial, and the it in Edinburgh were attended with the most 
good services he was rendering, "whereby not only beneficial results. His immediate predecessor, 
the young physicians, apothecaries, and chinu- Dr. Alston, was violently opposed to the Linnæan 
geons, but also the nobility and gentry, are taught system, against which he published an essay in 
the knowledge of herbs, and also a multitude of 175 I. 
plants, shrubs, and trees, are cultivated, which were It was in the humble garden near the Trinity 
never known in this nation belore, and more College that he taught his students, and, for the 
numerous," continues the Privy Council Record, purpose of "ehciting emulation among them, he 
"than in any other garden in Britain, 
s weel for annually, towards the close of the session, gave a 
the honour of the place as for the advantage of the I beautiful medal to the student who had displayed 
peopl,::." They therefore awarded him a pension most diligence and zeal in his studies. It was 
of ./:50 yearly out of the fines accruing to them. I inscribed-" A cedro h)'Soþllnl usque. J. HOPE,Bot. 
.Encouraged by this, and further aided by the Prof, dat . . ." In Kay's portraits we have a clever 
Lords of the Scottish Treasury, J ames Sutherland, etching of the Professor superintending his gardeners, 
in 1695, extended his operations to a piece of in a roquelaure and cocked hat. Besides some 
ground lying between the porch of Holyrood useful manuals for facilitating the acquisition of 
pabce and the old road to Restalrig, near where: botany by his students, two 
aluable dissertations 
the great dial stands now, where in that year he by him, the one on the" .Rhellm PalmatunI," and 
raised "a good crop of melons," and many" other the other on the" .Fi'rula Assafætida," were pub- 
curious annuals, fine flowers, and other plants not lished by him in the "Philosophical Transactions." 
ordinary in this count!}." In a few years he hoped Finding that tl.e ancient garden was unsuited to 
to rival London, if supplied with means to procure I advancing science, he used every exertion to have it 
.. reed hedges to divide, shelter, and lay the removed to a more favourable situation. To fur- 
ground 'lown,' and warm, and a greenhouse and ther his objects the Lords of the Treasury granted 
store to preserve oranges, myrtles, and lemons, him, says Arnot, "'/:1,330 IS. 2
d. to make it. and 
with other tender plants and fine exotics in winter." for its annual support the sum of ./:69 3s. At the 
He entreated the I.ords of Council to fmther aid same time the magistrates and town council granted 
him, "
ithout which the work U1llst cease, and the the sum of ./:25 annually for paying the rent of 
petitioner suffer in reputation and interest, what he the ground." 
is doing being more for the honour of the nation, The place chosen was on the west side of Leith 
and the ornament and use of his majesty's palace, "'alk. It was laid out under the eye of Professor 
than his own pri,"ate behoof." , Hope, who died in November, 1786. After the 
This place remained still garden ground till formation of the new garden, the old one was com- 
about the time of Queen Victoria's first visit, when I pletely abanrloned about 1770, and continued to 
the new north approach to the palace was run be a species of desolate waste ground, enclosed by 
through it. I a rusty iron r,tiling, with here and there an old 
]ames Sutherland is supposed to have died about tn::e dying of neglect and decay, till at length 
I i05, when his collection of Gret:k, ROIl1.IlI, innovations swept it away. 
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CH.-\.PTER XLVII. 


l\lOULTRAY'S HILL-HER MAJESTY'S GENERAL REGISTER HOUSE. 


The Mou l trays or that IIk-VillaJi;e or lIIoultray's Hill-The Chapel or St. Nini..n-S. James's Square-Bunker's HIll -
'r, Dunda.-Robert 
Hur s's Hou
e-State of the .scottish Rt:cordc;-lndifference of the Government in J740-1he Register House LUilt-lti Objects and 
Size-Curiolls Documents preserved ill this Hous.,:-". he Office of Lord Clerk Regi
ter- The Secretary s Regi
tt=r -1 he Re::gistt:r of 
Sasines-The ].yon King of Arms-Sir I>..vid Lindd"aY-Sir Janles HairoUT-Sir Alexander E.r
kine
Ncw Register House-GrLat 
and Privy Seals of Scotland-'.Ihc: \VeHington ::,tatue. 
AT the north end of t;Ie bridge, and immediately aS5iæ," in a criminal trial, as recorded by Pitcairn. 
opposite it and the New {;eneral Post Office, the I In 17'5 Alexander Malloch of Moultray's Hill 
ground forming the east end of the main ridge I quitted this ancient house at Edinburgh, to join the 
on which the New Town Highlanders under Briga- 
is built rises to some ;<
 

f"'-
y'!,Ç}

" dier Macintosh of BorIum, 
elevation, anti bore the
' 
'.t:- . c-<.. '-
;"
"
 
_ but was shot deJ.d in mis- 
name of Multrie's or 

;J ...: 
o ,; ';";'
 
 -
 take by them near the 
Moultray's Hill, which 

'-.. 'h'\.::(.
'
 
 

 ;
 , ;
_ " village of Jock's Lodge; 
Lord Hailes in his "An- 
1"J 
.
.

; - · _ " l '-.! '" and after 1 7 39 the older 
nals" supposes to be the _.
.;:; 
,,,' :rr- 

,
" jj --=
 family, which became 
corruption of two Gaelic " ,: h ,'-"" ,
.. - '" 
 extinct, was represented 
111 1 
words "s
gnifying the co- 
 þ;: by the l\Ioultrays of Res- 
vert or receptacle of ì:he ,.' ,f";::'\{ I";::' "', 

 '. 
 H cobie. 
wild boar;" but it would ,\ {,.,
t
 "1' , 

' , -;-; ,,: ... ' , 1.. ' .. From the abode of this 

(N\i' - 
.: ". . I, - 
appear rather to have f \.:<'.
;.
 
 -
, -,
 . , .
..:. 
 I 
 old race, then, Moullmfs 
taken its nam
 from the t



 1 
'C ,=f
, '.'?L..' øl'<{" Hill took its name. Gordon 
f, ':Ii ,
'" 
 "'0',j 
fact of its being the resi- ,( ',Y
)
" ,:: j: .1 _" . ;A of Rothiemay's map shows 
dence of the l\1oultr.IYs ofll\:f

 : 
 \))t: ' # " 
 
 ,
 
 ., 
J a large quadrangular edi- 
Seafield, a baronial Fife- ( 11 
 : " 
"-!' I ' f: ' . J ," ')
 fice, with gables and dor- 
. '. ',
 ,jo.... j I . ÿ' J ,Í<,"'-o ' d . I 
shire family of enunence 
 ' "\ <.! h mer WIll ows crowlllng tIe 
in the time of James I V., ' ,[ 7
ft'l.r II, , =::. , II,' 
f l ' 0: 
 ,\ 
'': ,
, apex of the hill, which m;IY 
h I I ld ,I, 
 "'(-i'J [, '.
, 

 n ! \ ' -,>/
 b h d f I 
w ose one y 0 tower > 
 ' ';;? 
\'C._t' I ,"I' . , ,
(.
 e t e resi ence 0 LIe 
\ . , . 
-- t el.:. 
 A .......l
 ..r ' 1 ";- ' 
;tands in ruins U p on a 
 . r " . .",,
 ,. ,'" _, " " Ij _" 
 ' J\ 
 ... famil y referred to; but b y 
.. - f:C I ., I I ,-. '. .
, , 
wave-washed rock near -,'. ,5'< 
:2i" II - 
 r..,'; ":
' \ I 701 quite a suvurban 
Kinghorn. Alexander '

j-1
;
1::.::.....
? _ _,':Ø\\o';
 village had sprung up in 
ðtewart of Grenane (ances- ';f',,, f- -'i.'" þ that quarter, the occupants 
tor of the Earls of GalIo- _r':. .-. 
 of which, weavers and 
way), who feII at Flodden, '-':-:.. v' ., <,,
r


 >'> 
 other tradesmen, had the 
"';
-t--::
 
left sixteen daughters, one i 
 _, 
 _-"'_'_ v..;' quarrel, recorded eIse- 
of whom was married to '. --- 
 where, with the magistrates 
Moultray of Seafield. and DR. JOHN HOPE. (After KaJ',) of Edinburgh, who, to 
another to Tours of Inver- punish them, closed Hal- 
leith, whose castle in those days would be quite I kerston's Wynd Port, and, by the loch sluice, 
visible from the height where St. James's Square flooded the pathway that Ld to their houses. 

tands. . The name 
rst occurs in Scottish records, I In 1765 the vilIage seems to have consisted of at 
III the tune of DavId I I., when" Henry Multra" least ten distinct blocks of se\Tral houses each, 
had the lands of GreenhilI, near Edinburgh, of surrounded by gardens and parks, on each side 
Henry Brai.I of that ilk. of the extreme east end of the Long Gate (now 
On the 7th of February, 1549, John Moultray of Princes Street), ar.d from thence Leith Street takl:s 
Seafield signed a charter in the chartulary of precisely the cUr\'e of the old road, on its way to 
Dunfermline. In 1559, the laird, being of the join the Walk. 
Catholic faction, had to furnish the insurgent lords I At the eastern foot of this hilI, exactly where now 
with corn and cattle. They besieged his tower, and I stands the western pier of the Regent .D1idge, deep 
took him prisoner, but released him on parole not down in a narrow hollow, sto()d the ancient chapel 
to a5sist the queen regent's French troops. J n 1559 of St. Nini:1I1 (or St. Ringan, .. whose fame," says 
Moultray of Seafield was chancellor of "ane I Nimmo," has been embalmed in the mar.y churchl:s 
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dedicated to him,") but by whom fonnded or when, slim, skeleton-looking figure was well known to the 
is quite unknown; and from this edifice an adjacent public eye at the period." 
street was for ages named St. Ninian's Row. "The So lately as 1804 the ground occupied by the 
under part of the building still remains," to quote lower end of Catherine Street, at the north-eastern 
Arnot; "it is the nearest house to the Register I side of l\IoulLray's Hill, was a green slope, where 
Office on the south-east, except the row of houses people were wont to assemble, to watch the crowds 
on the east side of the tbe.ltre. The lower storey returning from the races on Leith sands. 
was vaulted, anJ the vaults still remain. On these I In this new tenement on Bunker's Hill dwelt 
a mean honse Ius been superstructed, and the Margaret Watson of Muirhouse, widow of Robert 
whole converted into a dwelling-house. The bap- Dundas, merchant, and mother of Sir David lJun- 
tismal font, which was in danger of being destroyed, I das, th::: celeblated military tactician. "\V e 
was this year ([ 787) removed to the curious tower, used to go to her house on Bunker's Hill," S.lYS 
built at Dean H_1l16h, by Mr. Walter Ross, Writer I I Lord CJckburn, "when boys, on Sundays between 
to the Signet." The" lower part" of the building, the morning and the afternoon sermons, when we 
was evidently the crypt, and the font referred to, a were cherished with Scottish broth and cakes, and 
neatly-sculptured basin with a beautiful Gothic many a joke from the old lady. Age had made 
canopy, is now among the many fragments built by I her incapable of walking even across the room; 
Sir Walter Scott into the w.dls of Abbotsford. The so, clad in a plain silk gown, and a pure muslin 
extinct chapd app.:ars to have been a dependency cap, she sat half encircled by a hi
h backed black- 
of Holyrood abbey, from the numerous notices, leather chair, reading, with silver spectacles stuck 
that appear in licences granted by the abbots of I on her thin nose, and interspersing her studies and 
that house to the Corpor.ltions of the Canongate, I her days with much laughter and not a little 
for founding and maintaining altars in the church; I sarcasm. What a spirit! There was more fun 
and in one of these, dated [55.f, by Robert Stewart, and sense round that chair than in the theatre or 
abbot of Holyrood, with reference to St. Crispin's the church." 
altar therein, he states," it is our will yat ye Cor- In 1809 NO.7 81. James's Square was the resi- 
dinars dwelland within our regalitie. dence of Alexander Geddes, A. R.S.A" a well-known 
besyde our chapell of S:lIlct Ninian, out with S:lnct Scottish artist. He was born at 7 St. Patrick Street, 
AIHlrews Port besyde Ellinburcht, be in brether- I I near the Cross-causeway, in 1783. In 18 [2 he re- 
heid and fellowschipe with ye said dekin and moved to 55 York Place, and finally to London, 
masters of ye cordilJ.lr craft." where he died, in Berners Street, on the 5th of May, 
In 1775 one or two houses of St. James's Square I 18H. His etchings in folio were edited by David 
were built on the very crest of 
[oultray's Hill. Laing, in 1875, but only 100 copies were printed. 
The first stone of the house at the south-east I A Hat on the west side of the square was long 
corner of the square was lai.! on the day that news the residence of Charles Mackay, whose unrivalled 
reached Ed nburgh of the battle of Bunker's Hill, I impersonatIOn of Ihilie Nicol Jarvie was once the 
which was fought on the [7th of June in that year. I most cherished recollection of the old theatre-going 
"The news being of course very interesting, W.IS public, and who died on the 2nd 
ovember, 1857. 
the subject of popular discussion for the d,lY, and I This square was not completed till 1790, In 
nothing but Bunker's Hill was in everybody's 1787 Robert Burns lived for several months in 
mouth. It so happened that the two builders No. 2 (a common stair now numbered as 30) 
founding this first tenement fell out between whither he had remO\'ed from Baxter's Close 
themselves, and before the ceremony was con- in the Lawnmarket, and from this pl.1ce many 
clUlled, most indecorously fell to and fought out of the letters printed in his correspondence are 
the quarrel all the spot, in presence of an immense I dated. In one or two he adds, .. Direct to me 
assemblage of spectatars, who fortl1\\ ith conferred at Mr. ,Yo Cruikshank's, St. James's Square, New 
th
 name of Bunker's Hill upon the place, in I Town, Edinburgh." This gentleman was one of 
commemoration of the combat, which it retains to I the masters of the High School, with whom he 
this day. The tenement founded under these passed many a happy hour, and to whose daughter 
curious circumstances was permitted to stand b) he inscribed the verses beginning- 
itself for some years upon the eminence of Bunker's 
Hill; and being remarkably tall and narrow, as 
well as a solitary land, it got the popular appella- 
tion of 'Hugo Arnot' from the celebrated his- It was while here that he joined most in that 
torian, who lived in t1e neighbourhood, and whose I brilliant circle in \\!
ich the accomplish
d Duchess 


" Beaut eons rosebnd, yotlng and gay, 
Blooming in thy early May," &c. 
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of Cordon and the beautiful Miss Burnet of I ready to absorb yearly the whole re\t
nue uf 
:\Ionboddo made him ever welcome. I Scotland, utterly ignored the petition. 
A proper place for the retention and safety of I The idea of aNew Register House was acti\ ely 
the historical records and registers of Scotland urged by James Earl of Morton, who difd in 
had long been a desideratum in Edinburgh. In 177
, and who was Lord Clerk Register. Seeing 
more ancient times the Register House was in that it was vain to hope for any direct gO\"ern. 
one of the towers of the Castle. From the Acts of; ment grant, he obtained .[12,000 out of the 
Sederunf. many would appear to have been there in : money accruing from the forfeited estates of the 
1676. In afta years the few documents that had I Jacobites, and laid it at interest till 1765, when 
escaped pillage or destruction at the hands of: Robert Adam, architect, and then M. P. for Kinross, 
Edward L and Oliver Cromwell were kept below I having made a design of the present building, it 
the Parliament House. "A Memoriall anent the I was completely approved of, and on the 27th of 
Records of Scotland, I7 
o," preserved among" The i June, 17 7
, the foundation stone was laid, under a 
Culloden Papers," reports them then to be in' royal salute of cannon, by Lord Frederick Camp.. 
" very bad condition, for want of boards to cover bell, Lord Register of Scotland, in presence of the 
them; many of the first and last leafs of each magistrates, the judges of the Court of Session and 
book being so much obliterat as they cannot be Exchequer, Thomas Millar of Barskimming, Lord 
easily read, and in a little time will be entirely Justice Clerk, and Jamcs Montgomery, Lord 
defaced. For pre\ enting whereof, it may be I Advocate, the three trustees appointed by the 
thought expedieut, that application be made to: crown to see the design put in execution. 
Government for procuring a fund, in order to I As the estimated expense of the building was 
re-bind all (he Records of Ch:uters, Records of .[
o,ooo (and it is said to have cost twice that 
Parliament, Records of Privy Seal, Records of I sum) its progress was slow, as the Treasury seldom 
Pri\y Council, &c., and for the more sure preserva- ! favour a ::icottish project much. It combines the 
tion of the anciem cÌiarters, Sasins and Records of utmost internal commodiousness, with exterior 
Parliament, and that these be bound in Russia architectural beauty of a Palladian kind; while all 
leather which no vermm \\ iI1 kilL" chance of fire is totally precluded by the passages 
Another memorial in the same year, from and apartments being walled and vaulted \\ ith 
\\ïlliam Smith, Clerk to the Chancellor, "anent massive stone. 
the ancient rolls, registers, charters, pat
nts of The building, which stanc'ls forty feet back from 
honour, &c., in the Lower Parliament House," the line of Princes Street, and is screened by an 
states that" till ordered up to London by Olivcr ornamental parapet having two sentry boxes, and 
Cromwell they were in exceeding good order;" divided in the cèntre by a double flight of stately 
but that now, "after consideration of the miserable steps, has a smooth ashlar front two hundred feet 
circumstances these rolls and registers were in, in length, by one hundred and twenty in depth, 
and daily growing worse, occasioned by the damp. having a tetrastyle portico of four fluted Corinthian 
ness of that low house, and thereby incredibly columns, half sunk in the wall. In the centre is 
productive of moths, these eating the parchments a circular saloon, fifty feet in diameter, whercin is 
upon which they are writ, and the other washing the library under a dome, from the top of which it 
out the ink; and the great trouble and expense it is lighted, allli here, until its removal to another 
must put any person to, who would, for the love of part of the edifice, stood a marble statue 01 
antiquity and his country, take upon him to George IlL, by the Hon. Mrs. Damer. Upwards 
redeem them; upon these consideratio:ls, I say, of a hundred vaulted rooms are occupied in the 
wee gave over further thoughts of the matter. BlIt conservation of the national and legal documents 
however trouhlesome, yea, impracticable to some, of the kingdom, which have bf'en received at 
the redemption of these rolls and registers from the Register House for many years to the present 
their present misery, and the restoration of some times. 
of them to their primary circumstances, may At each of the four corners, equidistant from the 
appear, the memorialist, despising the trouble, is central dome, rises a spire or square turret, 
of opinion that the work may be put in practice, having clock-dials on the exterior sides, and a 
and to a very good purpose, if the follo\\ ing cupola amI vane on the top. The royal arms of 
proposals are agreed to." Britain occupy the centre pediment. In addition 
The 1atter were of an extremely moderate to the rooms mentioned, which open off long 
character, as they mer
ly involved a grant for intersecting corridors, are smaller ones for the 
only .[253; ret, the Government, though perfectly IIse of functionaries connected with the Supreme 



3 68 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Moultray's Hill. 


Courts, and large apartments for the stowage of 
registers. In 1869 the folio record volumes num- 
ben
d 42,835, occupying the shelves of twenty-one 
chambers. 
In one of the largest rooms are preserved the 
rolls of ancient Parliaments, the records of the 
Privy Council, charters of the sovereigns of 
Scotland from William the Lion to the days of 
Queen Anne, and on the central table lies the 
Scottish duplicate of the Treaty of Union. In these 


immediately to the transmission of landed property 
in Scotland, and to the condition of Scottish so- 
ciety. Others illustrate the relations of Scotland 
with foreign countries, but more especially with 
England. 
The Lonl Clerk Register and Keeper of the 
Signet, who is a Minister of St.lte of Scotland, and 
whose office is of great antiquity, has always been 
at the head of this establishment, which includes 
various offices, such as those of the Lord Lyon, 
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fireproof chambers is deposited a vast quantity the Lords Commissioners of Tiends, the Clerk and 
of valuable and curious legal and historical docu- Extractors of the Court of Session, the Jury Court, 
ments, such as the famous letter of the Scottish and Court of Justiciary, the Great or Privy Se.ll, 
barons to the Pope in 1320, declaring that" so and the Register General. 
long as one hundred Scotsmen {emainerl alive, In 1789, at the request of 1.0rd Frederick Camp- 
they would never submit to the dominion of bell, a military guard was first placed upon this 
England," adding, "it is not for glory, riches, or I important public building, and two sentinels were 
honour, that we fight, hut for that liherty which no posted, one at the east and the other at the west 
good man will consent to lose but with life!" I end. In the same year lamps were first placed 
There, too, is preserved the Act of Settlement of upon it. 
the Scottish crown upon the House of Stuart, a I In modern times the two chief departmcnts of 
document through which the present royal family the Lord Clerk Register's duty were the registra- 
inherits the throne; the original deed initiating the tion of title deeds and the custody of historical 
College of Justice by James V.; &c. Of all the documents. Originally, like the Master of the 
ma<;s of records pr.:scrved here some relate more, Rolls in England, he occasionally exercised judicial 
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functions; but, unlike that official, these functions 
did not become permanently a part of his office. 
At the Union the office of Clerk Register was 
preserved with all its dignity and emoluments, and 
it was provided by one of the articles of the Treaty, 


take place in Scotland without the presence of the 
Lorù Clerk Register. 
Perhaps no holder of this important office ren- 
dered better service than the late Sir William 
Gibson Craig, BarL, of Riccarton, who was equally 
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DO)IE ROO\I, OR LlRRAJ;Y, REGISTER HOUSE. 


that the records of Scotland should always remain well known for his talents, energy, and gr.
at 
in that kingdom. I urbanity of manner. He was born in 1797, and 
The salary of the office was abolished between in 1837 represented Midlothian in the Whig in- 
1861 and 1868 j but a select committee was so I terest. In 1841 he was returned for the city as one 
stron
ly in favour of its maintainance, that it was I of its representatives along \\ith Lord Macaulay, 
restored by the 25th section of the Writs' Registra- and continued to sit till 1852, and ten years after 
tion Act of the latter year. \\as appointed Lord Clerk Register. One result 
Under the Act passed together with the Treaty of the careful charge and supervision he took of 
of Union, no election of representative peers can his department was that the historical documents 
47 
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of the realm have been open to all genuine scholars. in Scotland being precisely similar to that of the 
Another result of his tenure of office has been the Garter King in England; and at the coronation 
publication of a series of documents and works of of George III. the Lord Lyon walked abreast 
the utmost value to students of Scottish histùry- with the former, immediately preceding the Lord 
the completion of the Acts of Parliament begun Great Chamberlain. Though heraldry now is little 
by Thomas Thomson and finished by Cosmo Innes, known as a science, and acquaintance with it 
the Treasurer's accounts of the time of James IV., is, singular to say, not necessary in the Lyon Office, 
the Exchequer Rolls, &c. in feudal times the post of a Scottish herald was 
No person sleeps in any part of the building held of the utmost importance, and the inauguration 
generally, the whole being allotte:l to public pur- of the king-at-anns was the mimicry of a royal 
poses only. In the sunk storey under the dome, one, save that the unction was made with wine 
when the house was built, four furnaces were con- instead of oil. 
structed, from each of which proceeded a flue in a In "The order of combats for life," ordained by 
spiral direction, unùer the pavement of the dome, James I. of Scotland in the early part of the fifteenth 
for the purpose of securing the records from damp. century, the places assigned for the " King-of-Arnls, 
Among other offices under the same roof are the Heraulds, and other officers," are to be settled by 
Privy Seal, the Lord Keeper of which was, in 1879, the Lord High Constahle. In 1513 James IV. 
the Marquis of Lothian; the signet officer j the sent the Lyon King with his defiance to Henry 
Register of Deeds and Protests; and the Sasine YIII., then in France, and the following year he 
Office, in the large central front room up-stairs, went to Paris with letters for the Duke of Albany. 
where a numerous staff of clerks are daily at work, I Accompanied by two heralds he went to Paris 
under the Keeper of the General Register and his again in 1558, to be present at the coronation of 
five assistant-keepers. Francis and Mary as King and Queen of Scotland. 
The Register Df S.lsines, the corner-stone of the Of old, and before the College of Arms was 
Scottish system of registration, was instituted in reconstructed, and the office of Lord Lyon abolished 
16 17. It had, however, been preceded by another by a recent Act of Parliament, it consisted. of the 
record, called the Secretary's Register, which ex- following members :- 
isted for a short period, being instituted in 1599, The Lord Lyon King-of-\rms. 
but abolished in 1609, ami was under the Scottish The Lyon-Depute. 
Secretary of State, and is thus referred to by Heralds. /'ursuiVallts. 
Robertson in his "Index of Missing Charters," Rothesay. Kintyre. 
Marchmont. Dingwall. 
179 8 :- Albany. Unicorn. 
"The Secretary's Register, as it is called, was Ross. Bute. 
the firSt attempt to introduce our most useful Snowdon. Carrick. 
record, that of sasines. But having been com- Islay. Ormond. 
mitted to the superintendence of the Secretary of Six trumpeters; a Lyon Clerk and Keeper of Recor.ls, with 
State instead of the Lord Clerk Register, and most his deputy; a Procurator Fiscal, Macer, and. Herald 
Painter. 
of the books having remained concealed, and 
many of them ha\,ing been lost in consefJ.uent:e of 
their not being made transmissihle to public 
custody, the institution became useless, and was 
abolished by Act of Parliament The Register of 
Sasines in its present form was instituted in the 
month of June, 16 17." 
In the register of this office the whole land writs 
of Scotland are recorded, and the correctness of it 
is essential to the validity of title. To it all men 
go to ascertain the burdens that affect land, and 
the whole of such registration is now concentrated 
in Edinburgh. In 1876 the fees of the sasine office 
amounted to L30,009,and the expense was LI 7,000, 
leaving a profit to the Treasury of L 1 3,000. 
In a part of the general register house is the 
office of the Lyon King-of-arms. This office is 
one of high rank and great antiquity, his station 


According to the "Montrose Peerage" case in 
18 5 0 there would appear to have been, about 14 88 , 
another official known as the" Montrose Herald," 
connected in some manner with the dukedom of 
old Montrose. 
By Acts of Parliament passed in the reign of 
James VI. the Lyon King was to hold two 
courts in the year at Edinburgh-on the 6th of 
May and 6th of November. Also, he, with his 
heralds, was empowered to take special super- 
vision of all arms used by nobles and gentlemen, 
to matriculate them in their books, and inhibit 
such as had no right to heraldic cognisances, 
" under the pain of escheating the thing whereupon 
the said arms are found to the king, and of one 
hundred. pounds to the Lyon and his brethren, or 
of imprisonment during the Lyon's pleasure." 
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Under the Lord Lyon were the messengers-at- Guards he designed colours in 16 49; but was de- 
arms, whose duty is still to execute all summonses prived of his office by Cromwell, after which he 
before the Court of Session, to apprehend the retired to Fifeshire, and collected many manuscripts 
persons of debtors, and generally to perform the on the science of heraldry and connected with 
executive parts of the law. By the twelfth Parlia- Scottish history, prior to his death in 1657, and 
ment of James VI. and the second Parliament of these are now preserved in the Advocates' Library. 
Charles II. it is defined that the province of the A fine portrait of him is prefix.ed to his" Annales," 
Lyon-who takes his name from the emblem in the published at Edinburgh in 18 2 4. 
royal standard-is to adjust matters of precedence, The installation of a Lyon King is given fully in 
and marshal public processions; also to inspect an account of "The order observed at the cora- 
the coats of arms of the nobility and gentry; to nation of Sir Alexander Erskine of Cambo, Baronet, 
punish those who assume arms to which they have Lord Lyon King-of-arms, at the royal palace of 
no hereditary right; to bestow coats of arms upon Holyrood House, on the 27th day of July, 1681, 
the deserving; to grant supporters in certain cases; his Royal Highness James Duke of Albany and 
and to take cognisance of, and to punish, offences York being his Majesty's High Commissioner." 
committed by messengers-at-arms in the course of In the ceremony of installation the Lord Lyon 
their office. is duly crowned; and Sir Alexander was the last 
Of old, and before it degenerated into a mere who was thus crowned. His father, Sir Charles 
legal sinecure, the office was one of great dignity, Erskine of Cambo, had previously been Lyon King, 
and the person of the holder was deemed almost of which office he obtained a "ratification," by 
sacred. Thus, Bishop Lesly tells us in his history Parliament in 1672, with remainder to his son. 
that in 1515 the aged Lord Drummond was for- It is related in MacCormick's "Life of Principal 
feited "for striking the Lyon, and narrowly escaped Carstair&, that when the latter was a prisoner in 
the loss of his life and dignity." the Castle of Edinburgh in 1685, an engaging boy 
In 1530 the office of Lord Lyon was bestowed about twelve years of age, son of Erskine of Cambo, 
by James V. upon Sir David Lindesay of the then constable of the fortress, used to come almost 
Mount,.the celebrated poet, moralist, and reformer, daily to the open grating of his dungeon, and was 
whom, four years after, he sent as an ambassador wont to sit there for hours, "lamenting his unhappy 
to Germany, and in 1548 in a similar capacity to situation, and endeavouring by a thousand innocent 
Denmark. It was an office imposed upon the I and childish means to divert him. Sometimes the 
Lord Lyon to receive foreign am bassadors, and boy brought him packages of fruit and provisions 
Lindesay did this honour to Sir Ralf Sadler, who I (more delicate than the coarse fare of the prison), 
came from England in 1539-40; and in J 568 1 and, what were of more importance, pens, ink, and 
Sir David Lindesay of Rathuleit was solemnly paper, and when the prisoner wrote letters carried 
crowned King-of-anns, in presence of the Regent them to the post." 
and nobility; and in 1603, as Balfour tells us, " Sir Years elapsed ere the unfortunate Carstairs 
David Lindesay of Mount, Lyone King-of-arms," could testify his gratitude; but when the Revolu- 
proclaimed at the Cross the accession of James VI. tion came and the hand of misfortune fell heavily 
to the English throne. on the Cavalier Erskines of Cambo, the Principal, 
On the 15th of June, 1630, Sir Jerome Lyndsay then high in favour with William III., remembered 
of Annatland re,;igned the office in favour of Sir his little friend of the bitter past in the Castle ot 
James Balfour of Denmylne, who was crowned as .Edinburgh; and one of the first favours he asked 
Lyon King by George Earl of Kinnoul, Chancellor the new king was to bestow the ()ffice of Lord Lyon 
of Scotland, acting as royal commissioner, and upon the young heir of Cambo. The request was 
in 1633 he was created a baronet. Balfour, an granted, with the additional favour that it was made 
eminent antiquary and annalist, was well versed hereditary in the family; but it was soon after for- 
i
 herald
y, to perfect the study of which, before I feited by their joining the Earl of Mar in 17 1 5. 
his appomtment, he proceeded to London and For a time the office was held by John Hooke 
became acquainted with Sir Robert Cotton, and Campbell, Esq., with a salary of ;;[,300 yearly. 
Sir William Segar the Garter King, who obtained I Robert ninth Earl of Kinnoul, and Thomas tenth 
for him from the heralds' college a highly honour- Earl, held it as a sinecure in succession, with a 
able testimonial, signed and sealed by all the salary of ;;[,555 yearly; for each herald ;;[,25 yearly, 
members of that corporation. When the Civil War and for each pursuivant ;;[,16 13s. 4d. yearly were 
broke out, though a staunch Presbyterian, Sir paid; and on the death of the last-named earl, in 
James remainerlloyal to the king, for whose Scots 1866, the office of Lord Lyon was reduced to a 
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mere Lyon King, while the heralds and pursuivants 1685, the bill chamber and extractor's chamber, 
were respectively reduced to four each in number, the accountant in bankruptcy, and the tiend 
who, clad in talMrds, proclaim by sound of trumpet office, &c. 
and under a guard of honour, at the market cross, I In front of the flight of steps which lead to the 
as of old, war or peace with foreign nations, the entrance of the original Register House stands the 
proroguing and assembly of Parliament, &c. bronze equestrian statue of the Duke of Wellington, 
The new Register House stands partly behind executed by Sir John Steell, R.S.A., a native sculptor. 
the old one, with an open frontage in West The bust taken for this figure so pleased the old 
Register Street, towards Princes Street It was duke that he ordered two to be executed for him, 
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THE REGISTER HOUSE IN 1829 (THE GLASGOW COACH IN THE FOREGROUND). 


built between 1857 and 1860, at a cost of ;;[,27,000, lone for Apsley House, and the other for Eton. It 
from designs by Robert Matheson. It is in a I was erected in 18 5 2 , amid considerable ceremony, 
species of Palladian style, with Greek details. It when there were present at the unveiling a vast 
serves chiefly as the General Registry Office for number of pensioners drawn up in the street, many 
births, deaths, and marriages, with the statistical minus legs and arms, while a crowd of retired 
and index departments allotted thereto. A sup- officers, all wearing the newly-given war-medal, 
plemental building in connection with both houses occupied the steps of the Register House, and were 
was built in 1871, from designs by the same archi- cheered by their old comrades to the echo. Many 
tect, for the reception of record volumes in con- met on that day who had not seen each other 
tinuation of tho
e in the old Register House. since the peace that followed Waterloo; and when 
In the new buildings are various departments the bands struck up such airs as "The garb 
connected with the law courts-sucr as the Great of old Gaul," and "The British Grenadiers," 
Seal Office and the office of the Privy Seal. I many a withered face was seen to brighten, and 
In the new Register House are also the Chancery I many an eye grew moist; staffs and crutches were 
Office, and the Record of Entails, for which an Act I brandished; and the cheering broke forth agam 
I\"aS first passed by the Parliament of 
cotland in and again. 
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THE WELLINGTON STATUE, RE\;ISrER HOU
E. 


CHAPTER XLVIII. 


THE SOUTH BRIDGE. 


Marlin's Wynd-L
l:end of the Pavior-PecLles Wynd-Th
 Bridgc FOllnd
d-Pric
 of Sit
s-Laing's Rook !,;hop-The Assay Office and 
Goldsmith's Hdll-Mode of Marking the Plate-The Corporation, and old Acts concerning it-Humer Square-Merchant Company's 
Han-The Company's Charter-" The Stock of Broom"-Their 1\fonopo\y and Progress-The Great Schools of the :Merchant 
Company-The Chamber of Commerce-Adam Square-Adam's Houses-Dr. Andrew Duncan-Leonard Horner and thC' Watt Institution 
-113 Progress and \ritality. 


No sooner was the North Bridge completed than I would he proper to have the de
ign carried out 
the utility of building one to the south appeared. I Some time after this, a publication signed "A 
So early as 1775 the idea of erecting such a bridge Citi"en," appeared, addressed to the public, con- 
was contemplated, at the cost of .L8,6oo sterling, taining proposals for the erection of a bridge across 
to raise which it was proposed to have a port at the Cowgate, and establishing a permanent fund 
the southern end at which tolls were to be lcvied, for the support of the city poor, and this gave a 
in consequence of which, according to K.incaicl, great impetus to the undertaking. All parties con. 
the idea was abandoned, cerned having met, the design was approved of, 
No steps were taken in the matter till 1784, when I and an Act of Parliament obtained for carrying it 
Sir James Hunter Blair was elected Lord Provost, on; and the necessary demolitions were forthwith 
and he caused the site to be examined and a re
ort I made. In the course of these were swept away the 
made to the Council of the manner in which it uld 110ultry M.uket, which appcJ.rs in Edg..tr's plJ.n 
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in 17 6 5, and two ancient thoroughfares, the Wynds directed to be given to the" sheriffs' clerks of the 
of Marlin and Peebles, with the east side of different counties in Scotland in the time of Queen 
Niddry's Wynd. Mary." 
In Queen Mary's time the corn-market was re- In digging the foundation of the central pier, 
moved from the corner of Marlin's Wynd to the which was no less than twenty-two feet deep, many 
east end of the Grass-market, where it continued to coins of the three first English Edwards were found. 
be held till the present century. This wynd led The old buildings, which were removed to make 
to the poultry-market, and ran south from the room for this public work, were, according to Stark, 
bJ.ck of the Tron church to the Cowgate, and at the purchased at a trifling cost, their value being fixed 
time of its demolition contained many book shops by the verdict of juries, while the areas on which they 
and stalls, the favourite lounge of all collectors of stood were sold by the city for the erection of new 
rare volumes, and had connected with it a curious buildings on each side of the bridge for .L3 0 ,000. 
legend, recorded by Maitland's History in 1753. " I t has been remarked," he adds, "that on this 
John Marlin, a Frenchman, is said to have been I occasion the ground sold higher in Edinburgh than 
the first who was employed to pave or causeway perhaps ever was known in any city, even in RODle, 
the High Street, and was so vain of his work that, during its most flourishing times. Some of the 
as a monument to his memory, he requested to be areas sold at the rate of .L96,000 per statute acre; 
buried under it, and he was accordingly buried at others at .LI09,ooO per ditto; and some even so 
the head of the wynd, which from that time took high as .LI50,000 per acre." 
his name. The tradition was further supplemented The foundation stone of the bridge was laid on 
by the fact that till the demolition of the wynd, a the 1st of August, 1785, by George Lord Haddo, 
space in the pavement at that spot was always Grand Master Mason of Scotland, attended by the 
marked by six flat stones in the form of a grave. brethren of all the lodges in town, and the magis- 
"According to more authentic information," says trates and council in their robes, who walked in 
Chambers, "the High Street was first paved in procession from the Parliament House, escorted 
153 2 , by John and Bartoulme Foliot, who appear by the soldiers of the City Guard-thosc grim old 
to have had nothing in common with this legendary warriors, who, says Lord Cockburn, "had muskets 
Marlin, except country. The grave of at least and bayonets, but rarely used them." 
Bartoulme Foliot is distinctly marked by a flat The bridge was carried on with. uncommon dis- 
monument in the chapel royal at Holyrood." patch, and was open forfoot-passengers on the 19th 
The pavior's name is perhaps not quite" legen- of November, 1786, but only partially, for the author 
dary" after all, as in the accounts of the Lord High above quoted mentions that when he first went to 
Treasurer we have a sum stated as being paid to the old High School, in 1787, he crossed the arches 
" John Merlyoune," in I 542, for building a Register upon planks. In the following year it was open for 
HOllse in the Castle of Edinburgh. carriages. It consists of nineteen arches. That 
The father of Sir William Stirling, Bart., who over the Cowgate is thirty-one feet high by thirty 
was Lord Provost of the city in 1792, and who wide; the others, namely, seven on the south and 
had the merit of being the architect of his own eleven on the north, are concealed by the buildings 
fortunes, was a fishmonger at the head of the erected and forming it into a street. From the 
wynd, where his sign, a large clumsy wooden plan and section published by the magistrates at 
black bull, now preserved as a relic in the Muscum the time, it would appear that the descent from 
of Antiquities, was long a conspicuous object as it Nicolson Street is onc foot in twenty-two to the 
projected over the narrow way. south pier of the Cowgate arch; and from thence 
It was at the head of Peebles Wynd, the adjoin- on the north, the ascent to the High Street is one foot 
ing thoroughfare, in 1598, that Robert Cathcart, in twenty-eight. From the latter to the southern 
who ten years before had been with Bothwell, end, where the town wall stood, extends South 
when the latter slew Sir William Stewart in Black- Bridge Street, "in length 1,075 feet by fifty-five 
friars Wynd, was slain by the son of the latter, wide," says Kincaid, "including the pavement on 
according to Birrel. each side." 
During the demolitions for the projected bridge The first house built here was that numbered 
an ancient seal of block-tin was found, of which as I, forming the corner building at the junction 
an engraving is given in the Gentleman's .Afaga- with the High Street. It was erected by Mr. 
zine for 1788, which says: "It is supposed to James Cooper, a jeweller, who resided in the upper 
be thc anTIS of Arnot, and is a specimen of the flat, and died in 1818. 
seals used for writings, impressions of which were Except at the central arch, which spans thc 
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narrow and picturesque old Cowgate, and where 
there are open railings, nothing is seen upon the 
bridge, but two lines of neat buildings with 
spacious shops, forming a level, a bustling, and in 
every respect ordinary street. 
The continuation of it, opposite the College, is 
erected on five then vacant storeys, exposed for 
sale by the trustees of the bridge in February, 1800, 
at the upset price of J:, 1,500 each lot, which fetched 
J:, 9, 14 0 . 
No. 49 on this bridge is somewhat celebrated as 
being intimately associated with the name of the 
late David Laing, librarian of the Signet Library, 
who, in October, 1878, closed a long, useful, and 
studious career, and the mere enumeration of whose 
contributions to Scottish history, antiquities, and 
literature, would form a long catalogue. In No. 
49 he was long in partnership with his father (whose 
shop had formerly been at the Canongate-head, 
near St. Mary's Wynd), under the designation of 
"William and David Laing," ir. 1826; but long 
before that period he had become known to the 
frequenters of the shop as a young man possessing 
an immense amount of bibliographic information. 
John Gibson Lockhart gives us a descriptive account 
of the Laings' establishment, which no rloubt was a 
pleasant lounge for him and other literati of the 
day. 
In " Peter's Letters to his Kinsfolk" he writes 
thus :- 
"As for shops of old books, classics, black- 
letter, foreign literature, and the like, I never was 
in a great town which possesses so few of them as 
this. There is, however, one shop of this sort which 
might cut a very respectable figure, even in places 
where attainments are more in request. It is 
situated, as it ought to be, in the immediate vicinity 
of the College, and consequently quite out of the 
way of all fashionable promenades and lounges; 
but, indeed, for anything that I have seen, it is not 
frequented much by young gentlemen of the Uni- 
versity. The daily visitors of Mr. Laing seem 
rather to be a few scattered individuals of various 
cla
ses and professions, among whom, in spite of 
the prevailing spirit and customs of the place, some 
love of classical learning is still found to linger- 
retired clergymen and the like, who make no great 
noise in the world, and, indeed, are scarcely known 
to exist by the most part, even by the literary 
people of Edinburgh. The shop, notwithstanding, 
is a remarkably neat and comfortable one, and even 
a lady might lounge in it without having her eye 
offended or her gown soiled. It consists of two 
apartments, which are both completely furnished 
with valuable editions of old authors; and I assure 
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you the antique vellum bindings or oak boards of 
these ponderous folios are a very refreshing sight 
to me after visiting the gaudy and brilliant stores 
of such a shop as I have just described (referring 
to 
essrs. Manners and Miller). Mr. Laing him- 
self is a quiet, sedate-looking old gentleman, who, 
although he has contrived to make very rich in 
his business, has still the air of being somewhat 
dissatisfied that so much more attention should be 
paid by his fellow-citizens to the flimsy novelties 
of the day than to the solid and substantial articles 
which his magazine displays. But his son is the 
chief enthusiast-inrleed, he is by far the most 
genuine specimen of the true old-fashioned b;i:1iio- 
pole that I ever saw exhibited in the person of a 
young man. My friend Wastle (Lockhart) has a 
prodigious liking for him. Here W,stle commonly 
spends one or two hours every week: he is in Edin- 
burgh, turning over, in the company of his young 
friend, all the Aldines, Elzevirs, Wynkin de 
\V ordes, and Caxtons, in the collection, nor does 
he often leave the shop without taking some little 
specimen of its treasures home with him. David 
Laing is still a very young man, but Wastle tells 
me that he possesses a truly remarkable degree of 
skill and knowledge in almost all departments of 
bibliography. Since Lunn's death, he says, he does 
not think there is any of the booksellers in London 
superior to him in this way. He publishes a 
catalogue almost every year, and thus carries on a 
very extensive "trade with all parts of the island. 
I believe he has no rival in the whole country. 
This old gentleman and his son are distinguished 
by their classical taste in regard to other things 
besides books. They give an annual dinner to 
Wastle, and he carried me with him the other day 
to one of these anniversaries. I have seldom seen 
a more luxurious display. David and Wastle en- 
tertained us with a variety of stories about George 
Buchanan, the admirable Crichton, and all the 
more forgotten heroes of the Deliciæ Poetamm 
Scotorll1ll. " 
William Laing was the first Edinhurgh book- 
seller who introduced Continental works to any 
extent into the country, and he broke up a trade 
ring which then existed in Holland. David's book 
lore brought him into frequent intercourse with Sir 
Walter Scott; and when, in 1823, the Bannatyne 
Club (on the model of the Roxburghe) started, l,e 
was made secr
tary, anrl speerlily raised its members 
from thirty-one to one hunrlred. Over thirty-eight 
years he worked in the literary interests of the 
club, and was the intimate friend of Scott, Thomas 
Thomson, Lord Chief Corr,missioner Adam, Lords 
Cockburn, Jeffrey, and others, who belonged to it. 
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In 1837 he succeeded Professor Macvey Napier 
as Librarian to the Signet Library; and when the 
new and noble library of the University was opened 
he volunteered to arrJ.nge it, which he did with 
all the ardour of a biLliomanÎJ.c. He was made 
LL.D. of his native university in 1864, and is 
believed to have edited and annotated fully 250 
rare works on Scottish history and antiquities. 
Indeed, no man had a more sincere attachment to 
all that concerned the glorious past of his country 
than David Laing. 
In No. 98 of the Bridge Street are the Assay 
Office and Goldsmith's Hall. The fonner is open 
on alternate days, when articles of gold and silver 
that require to be guaranteed by the stamp of 
genuineness, are sent in and assayed. The assay 
master scrapes a small quantity of metal off each 
article, and submits it to a test in order to ascertain 
the quality. The duty charged here on each ounce 
of gold plate is 17S. 6d., and on silver plate IS. 6d. 
One of the earliest incorporated trades of Edin- 
burgh was that of the hammermen, under which 
were included the goldsmiths, who, in 1586, were 
formed into a separate company. By the articles 
of it, apprentices must serve for a term of seven 
years, and masters are obliged to serve a regular 
apprenticeship of three years or more to make 
them more perfect in their trade. They were, 
moreover, once bound to give the deacon of the 
craft sufficient proof of their knowledge of metals, 
and of their skill in the working thereof. By a 
charter of James VI., all persons not of the corpo- 
ration are prohibited from exercising the trade of 
a goldsmith within the liberties of Edinburgh. 
King James VII. incorporated the company by 
a charter, with additional powers for the regulation 
of its trade. Those were granted, so it runs, "be- 
cause the art and science of goldsmiths is exercised 
in the city of Edinburgh, to which our subjects 
frequently resort, because it is the seat of our 
supreme Parliament, and of the other supreme 
courts, and there are few goldsmiths in other 
cities." 
In virtue of the powers conferred upon it, the 
company, from the date of its formation, tested 
and stamped all the plate and jewellery made in 
Scotland. The first stamp arlopted was the triple- 
towered castle, or city arms. "In 1 68. ," says 
Bremner, in his" Industries of Scotland," "a letter 
representing the date was stamped on as well as 
the castle. The letter A inrlicates that the article 
bearing it was made in the year between the 29th 
of September, 16RI, and the same day in 1682; 
the other letters of the alphabet, omitting j and 
w, representing the succeeding twenty-three years. 


Each piece bore, in addition to the castle and date 
letter, the assay-master's initials. Seven alphabets 
of a different type have been exhausted in record- 
ing the dates; and the letter of the eighth alphabet, 
for 1869, is an Egyptian capital M. In 1759 the 
standard mark of a thistle was substituted for the 
assay-master's initials, and is still continued. In 
1784 a 'duty-mark' was added, the form being 
the head of the sovereign. The silver mace of 
the city of Edinburgh is dated 16[7; the High 
Church plate, 1643." 
The making of spoons and forks was at one 
time an extensive branch of the silversmith trade 
in Edinburgh; but the profits were so small that 
it has now passed almost entirely into the hands 
of English manufacturers. 
The erection of this bridge led to the formation of 
Hunter Square and Blair Street much about the 
same time and in immediate conjunction with it. 
The square and street (where the King's printing- 
office was placed) were both named from Sir James 
Hunter Blair, who was Provost of the city when 
the bridge was commencerl, but whose death at 
Harrogate, in 1789, rlid not permit him to see 
the final completion of it. 
Number 4 in this small square, the north side 
of which is entirely formed by the Tron Church, 
contains the old hall of the 
Ierchant Company of 
Edinburgh, which was formed in 168[. 
But long previous to that year the merchants of 
the city formed themselves into a corporation, 
called the guildry, from which, for many ages, the 
magistrates were exclusively chosen; and, by an 
Act úf Parliament passed in the reign of James 
IlL, each of the incorporated trades in Edinburgh 
was empowered to choose one of their number to 
vote in the election of those who were to govern 
the city, and this guildry was the parent of the 
Merchant Company. " It was amidst some of the 
most distressing things in our national histolJ"- 
hangings of the poor 'hill folk' in the Grass- 
market, trying of the patriot Argyle for taking 
the test-oath with an explanation, and so forth- 
that this company came into being. Its nativity 
was further heralded by sundry other things of 
a troublous kind affecting merchandise and its 
practitioners. ., 
The merchants of Edinburgh, according to Arnot, 
were erected into a body-corporate by royal charter, 
dated 19th October, 1681, under the name of The 
C011lþa11Y 0/ lJferchants of the Cit.y 0/ EdÍ11bll1;gh. 
By this charter they were empowered to choose a 
Preses, who is called "The Master," with twelve 
assistants, a treasurer, clerk, and officer. The 
company were further empowered to purchase 
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land, and to make bye-laws for their good govern their society and plan of charity, and ever since 
ment, &c. But a saving clause was inserted of the 'the Stock of Broom' has been the first toast at 
rights of the different incorporations of the city. all the convivial meetings of the CC'lUpany." It 
The money payable to the funds of this Company was ruled in their constitution that none who had 
was, upon admission of a member, ten shillings, not entered their company should be permitted to 
his yearly quota two shillings, and by a lad trade as a merchant in the city, and they were 
entering apprentice with a member, five shillings; empowered to pound all goods exposed to sale in 
but the funds arising from these payments were contravention of their monopolising bye-laws. 
chiefly designed for the support of their own poor- One of the first proceedings of the company 
decayed members and their widows and children. I was to invite the Episcopal 
ean of Ed.inburgh 
Eighty-two of these merchants, so called, but to compose a prayer to be said at all their meet. 
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who were chiefly "concerned in the business of cloth ings. The prayer was prepared in due course. and 
or clotbing done," on the 1St of December, 1681, I though the company resolved to rew,ml the dean 
met the Provost, Sir James Fleming, and the for it, it was not until August, 16S6, that they 
magistrates in the High Council House, to hear directed Hugh Blair, one of their number, to 
read the royal charter which had been granted to furnish him with six ells of fine black cloth for a 
them by Charles II., forming them into a society' gown, at twenty shillings sterling the ell, if paid 
for the promotion of commerce and other useful within twelve months; and if not, the price was to 
purposes. I be augmented till paid, at the discretion of the 
That the whole affair was of humble origin is company-so small were its beginnings. 
apparent from the smallness of the sum each was I On the 9th of January, 1688, they realised 
to contribute. As their badge, or symbol, the con- :L36 13S. Scots, by pounding certain goods 'Which 
stituent members adopted a Stock of Broom, "a had been exposed in the market contrary to law, 
modest shmb," says Chambers, "but with a oblivious of their prayer against" pride, passion, 
great tendency to increase. As such they regarded prejudice, and coyetousness," and Hugh Blair wa.'! 
48 
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then paid for the dean's gown. This Hugh Blair was stand of arms at a pound each; but when abroad 
the grandson of the eminent Covenanting clergyman for their purchase, he alleged that the arms could 
Robert Blair, who accompanied the Scottish army not be got under twenty-six shillings a stand. To 
into England in 1640, and assisted at the negotia- obtain payment of the extra sum (LI,50o), the 
tions which led to the Peace of Ripon; and he two knights bribed the Earls of Linlithgow and 
was the granùf,lther of his namesake, author of the .Breadalba.l1e by a gift of 250 guineas. Hence, when 
famous Sermons and Lec/lires 011 Belles-Let/res. the affair was discovered, the then contractors, "for 
One of the earliest movements of any importance the compound fault of contriving bribery and de. 
in the history of the company was its acquisition faming the nobles in question," were cast in heavy 
of a hall. Bailie Robert Blackwood, who was master fines-Kennedy in L8oo, Binning in L300, and 
in 1691, found a large mansion in the Cowgate, be- Brand in L500, "and to be imprisoned till pay- 
longing to Robert Macgill, Viscount Oxen ford, the ment was made." 
price of which would be about 12,000 merks, or It is long since the company's connection with the 
};67 0 sterling; and this house the company pur- Cowgate ceased, and even the house they occupied 
chased with subscriptions. It was a large quad- there has passed away, being removed to make 
rangle, surrounding a courtyard, and in a portion room for a pier of George IV. Bridge; and in 
of it several persons of rank and position had apart- that quarter no memorial of t!1e company now 
ments, inc,uding the widow of the terrible old remains but the name of Merchant Street, applied 
"persecutor," Sir Thomas Dalyell of Binns. It to a petty line of buildings behind the Cowgate; 
contained one large apartment, that was adopted but the company has still a title to ground rents in 
as a hall, which one of the company, Alexander that part of the city. 
Br
md, a bailie of the city-who had a manufactory Rich members died, leaving bequests to the 
for stamping Spanish leather with gold, then used company for the relief of decayed brethren; but 
for the decoration of rooms, before paper-hangings so wealthy and prosperous was the body, that 
were known-liberally offered to decorate, and when a legacy of L3,500 was left to them in 1693 
only to charge what was due over and above his by Patrick Aikinhead, a Scottish merchant of Dant- 
own contribution of L 1 50 Scots. "Ten years after- zig, they had not a single member in need of mone- 
wards, when accounts came to be settled with the tary aid; and soon after, the company became en- 
then Sir Alexander Brand, it appeared that a gaged in the erection of a hospital for the education 
hundred and nineteen skins of gold leather with a of the daughters of the less prosperous members, on 
black ground had been used, at a total expense of the ground now occupied by the Industrial Museum. 
L 253 Scots, including the manufacturer's contribu- Though originally designed by Mrs. Mary Erskine, 
tion. There was also much concernment about a a scion of the House of Mar, the principal expense 
piece of waste ground behind; but the happy of the institution fell on the company, and the 
thought occurred of converting it into a bowling- governors were made a body corporate by an Act 
green for the use of the members in the first place, of Parliament in 1;07. 
and the public in the second. Many years after- In 1723, a merchant named George Watson, 
wards we find Allan Ramsay making Horatian who, in 1696, had commenced life as a clerk with 
allusions to this place of recreation, telling us Sir John Dick, died and left the company L 12,000 
that now in winter, douce folk were no longer sterling for children of the other sex, and enabled 
seen using the biasserl bowls on Thomson's Green them to found the hospital which still bears his 
(Thomson being a subsequent tenant). It is not name. 
unworthy of notice," continues Dr. Chambers, After the Union, long years followed ere national 
"that from the low state of the arts in Scot- enterprise or industry fonnd a fair field for action, 
land, the bowls required for this green had to be and produced the results that created the Edin- 
brought from abroad. It is gravely reported to burgh of to-day; and it was not till the reign of 
the company on the 6th of March, 1693, that the George III. that her merchants, like those else- 
bowls are' upon the sea homeward.' Ten pairs where, had ceased in any degree to depend upon 
cost L 6 4S. 3d. Scots." prohibitions and the exclusive rights of dealing 
Brand got himself into trouble in 1697 for in merchandise. 
making what were called" donations" to the Privy I In the eighteenth century a considerable aristo- 
Council. In 1693, he, together with Sir Thomas cratic element was infused into mercantile life in 
Kennedy of Kirkhill, Provost in 1685, and Sir Edinburgh. "To take the leading firms," says 
William Binning, Provost in 1676, had contracted Chambers, "among the silk mercers: Of John 
with the national Government for a supply of 5,000 Hope and Company, the said John IIope was a 
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younger son of Hope of Rankeillour, in Fife. Of Duncan was one of the most regular in his devotion 
Stewart and Lindsay, the former was the son of to the Queen of May during the long period of 
Charles Stewart of Ballechin, and the latter a fifty years, and to the very last he performed his 
younger son of Lindsay of \Vormiston. Among the wonted pilgrimage with all the spirit, if not the 
leading drapers: In the firm of Lindsay and Douglas, agility, of his younger years. On the 1st of May, 
the former was a younger son of Lindsay of Eagle- 1826, two years before his death, although aged 
scairnie, and the latter of Douglas of Garvaldfoot. eighty-two, he paid his annual visit, and on the 
Of Dundas, Inglis, and Callender, the first was a son summit of the hill read a few lines of an address to 
of Dundas of Fingarth, in Stirlingshire, the family Alexander Duke of Gordon, the oldest peer then 
from which the Earl of Zetland and Baron Ames- alive." The Doctor was the originator of the Cale- 
bury are descended; the second was a younger donian Horticultural Society, and the first projector 
son of Sir John Inglis of Cramond, and succeeded of a lunatic asylum in Edinburgh. 
to that baronetage, which, it may be remarked, Latterly the houses of Adam were occupied by 
took its rise in an Edinburgh merchant of the the Edinburgh Young Men's Christian Association, 
seventeenth century. Another eminent cloth-deal- and the Watt Institution and School of Arts, 
ing finn, Hamilton and Dalrymple, comprehended which was founded by Mr. Leonard Horner, 
John Dalrymple, a younger brother of the well- F.R.S., a native, and for many years a citizen, of 
known Lord Hailes and a grandson of the first Edinburgh, the son of Mr. John Horner, of 
lessrs. 
Lord Stair. He was at one time Master of the Inglis and Horner, merchants, at the Cross. The 
Merchant Company. In a fourth firm, Stewart, latter years of his useful life were spent in London, 
Wallace, and Stoddart, the leading partner was a where he died in 1864, but he always visited Edin- 
son of Stewart of Dunearn." burgh from time to time, and evinced the deepest 
The Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce and interest in its welfare. In 1843 he published the 
Manufactures is an offshoot of the old Merchant memoirs and correspondence of his younger brother, 
Company in 1786, and consists of a chairman and the gifted Francis Horner (the friend of Lans- 
deputy, with about thirty directors and other officers, downe, Jeffrey, and Brougham), who died at Pisa, 
and has led the van in patronising and promoting yet won a cenotaph in Westminster Abbey. 
liberal measures in trade and commerce generally. To an accidental conversation in 1821, in the 
The schools of the Edinburgh l\1erchant Com- shop of Mr. Bryson, a watchmaker, the origin of 
pany are among the most prominent institutions the school has been traced. Mr, Horner asked 
of the city at this day. whether the young men brought to 1\Ir. Bryson's 
More than twenty years before the t;rection of the trade received any mathematical education, and 
South Bridge, the celebrated Mr. Robert Adam, of the latter replied that, "it was seldom, if ever, 
Maryburgh in Fifeshire, from whose designs many of the case, and that daily experience showed the 
the principal edifices in Edinburgh were formed, and I want of this instruction; but that the expense 
who was appointed architect to the king in 1762, I and usual hours of teaching mathematical classes 
built, on that piece of ground whereon the south-west t put it out of the power of working tradesmen to 
end of the Bridge Street abutted, two very large obtain such education." The suggestion then 
and handsome houses, each with large bow windows, occurred to 1\Ir. Horner to devise a plan by which 
which, being well recessed back, and having the such branches of science as would benefit the 
College buildings on the south, formed what was mechanic might be taught at convenient hours and 
called Adam Square. In those days the ground at an expense within his reach; and the idea was 
in front of these was an open space, measuring the more favourably entertained because such a 
about 250 feet one way by 200 the other, nearly scheme was already in full operation at Anderson's 
to Robertson's Close in the Cowgate, which was Institution in Glasgow, and the foundation of the 
concealed by double rows of trees. Edinburgh School of Art in the winter of 1821 
In one of these houses there resided for many was the immediate result. 
years, and died on the 28th July, 1828, Dr. Andrew With Mr. Horner many gentlemen well-known 
Duncan, First Physician to His Majesty for Scot- in the city cordially co-operated; among these were 
land, and an eminent citizen in his day, so much Sir Davirl Brewster, Principal of the University, 
so that his funeral was a public one. "The cus- Dr. Brunton, Mr. (afterwards Lord) Murray, Pro- 
tom of visiting Arthur's Seat early on the morning fessor Pillans, Mr. Playfair, architect, Mr. Robert 
of the 1st of May is, or rather was, observed with Bryson, and Mr. James l\1ylne, brassfounder. 
great enthusiasm by the inhabitants of Edin- To enable young tradesmen to become ac- 
burgh," says the editor of " Kay's Portraits." "Dr. quainted with the principles 01 chemistry and 
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mechanics, and such other branches of science as 
were necessary in their various crafts, an association 
was formed, and with this general object in view 
the School of Arts was duly inaugurated on the 
16th of October, [821, by a meeting at which the 
Lord Provost, afterwards Sir William Arbuthnot, 
Rut., presided. The two leading classes then 
established, and which continue to this day to be 
fundamental subjects of education in the school, 
were Chemistry and Mechanical or Natural Philo- 
sophy. The first meetings of the school were in a 
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General Hope, it was resolved that an edifice 
should be erected with that view, appropriate to 
the name and character of Watt, and that it should 
be employed for the accommodation of the School 
of Arts and to promote the interests of the class 
from which he sprang. 
The directors had by them L400, which they 
resolved to add as a subscription for this memorial, 
to the end that their school should have a per- 
manent building of its own; but it was not till 
1851 that arrangements were completed, by which, 
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SURGEON S<.!UARE. (/<rolll a Drawing by Sheþherd,þublished ,n ,829.) 


humble edifice in Niddry Street, but after a time it 
was moved to one of the large houses described 
in Adam Square. 
Continued success attended the school from 
its opening; it had the support of all classes of 
citizens, particularly those connected with the 
learned professions; the subscription list showing 
a sum of L450 yearly, and from this the directors, 
hy thrifty management, were able to put aside money 
from time to time, as a future building fund. 
For the purpose of erecting a memorial in 
honour of James \\' att at Edinburgh, a meeting 
was held in J ul", [824. On the motion of the 
late Lord Cockburn, seconded by the Solicitor- 


instead of erecting a new house, the old one in 
Adam Square, which had been occupied by the 
school for nearly thirty years, was purchased, when 
the accumulated fund amounted to L I, 700, and 
the directors adding L8oo, obtained the house 
for .;{2,5oo, after which it took the name of 7he 
IVatt IllS/i/ll/ion ami School of Arts. 
In May, 1854, the directors placed a statue of 
James Watt, on a granite pedestal, in the little 
square before the school, where both remained 
till 1871, when the building in Adam Square, which 
had become too small for the requirements of the 
institution, wa
 pulled down, with those which ad- 
joined it, to make way for the broad and spacious 
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thoroughfare named Chambers Street, to which the I guage and Literature were instituted in 1837; for 
school was transferred in the winter of 1873-4. Historyanù Economic Science in 1877 ; for Physi- 
The new edifice cost L3,000, but the accommo- ology in 1863; for French in 1843; German in 
dation is more suitable and ample than that of the 1866; Latin in 1874; Botany in 1870; Pitman's 
old. Though for many years the directors adhered Short-hand in 1873; Greek in 1875; Geology in 
to their original plan of confining the subjects of in- 1872; Biology, Free-hand Drawing, and the Theory 
struction to Chemistry, Natural Philosophy, and of Music, in 1877. In April, 1879, the institution 
Mathematics, in later years, at the request of a I was handed over to the Heriot Trust, as a People's 
number of students, the range of education was I College, at a meeting presided over by the Hon. 
greatly enlarged. Hence, classes for English Lan- Lord Shand, a patron of the school. 


CHAPTER XLIX. 
THE PLEASANCE AND ST. LEONARDS. 


The Convent of St. Mary-Fñends' Bllña! Place-Old Chirurgeons' Hall-Surgeon Square- U Hamilton's Folly"- The Gibbet-Chapel and 
Hospital of St. Leonard-Davie Deans' Cottage-" The Innocent Railway "-First Public Dispensary. 


AT a period subsequent to the panic after Flodden famous for its ale), which is shown as such in 
there was built across the junction of St. Mary's Edgar's Map in 1765, and was nearly consumed by 
Wynd with the Pleasance, parallel with the south fire in 1794; and near it is still the Friends' meet- 
back of the Canongate, an arched barrier named ing-house and burial-ground, in which are interred 
St. Mary's Port. South of this, sixty yards from the the Millars of Craigantinie, the Hereditary Master 
south-east angle of the city wall and near the foot Gardeners to the king. This sect, whose members 
of the present Roxburgh Street, stood the convent underwent much persecution in the early part of 
of St. Mary, which must have been a branch of the the eighteenth century, and were often arrested 
Franciscan House of " S. Maria di Campagni," so by the town guard for preaching in the streets, and 
much patronised by Pope Urban II., in the Parmese thrust into the Tolbooth, had their first place of 
city of Placentia-as the latter name was given to worship in Peebles Wynd, where it was built in 
the foundation in Edinburgh, long since corrupted 1730. " Though it was roofed," says the Courant 
into Pleasance, though the place was of old called for September, "there is as yet no window in it; 
Dearenough. It is unknown by whom or when it but some merrily observe these people have light 
was founded, and nothing of it now remains save within." 
a fine piece of alabaster carving, representing our On the west side of the Pleasance, and immedi- 
Saviour brought before the Jewish high-priest, ately within the south-east angle of the city wall 
which was discovered among its ruins, and pre- referred to, stood the old Chirurgeons' Hall, in the 
sented to the Antiquarian Museum in 1781. High School yards. The surgeons and barbers 
The name of Pleasance is borne by the narrow, . were fonned into a corporation by the town-council 
quaint, and straggling street southward till it joins on the 1st of July, 1505; under the seal of cause, 
the other ancient suburb of St. Leonard, of which or charter, certain rules were prescribed for the 
it seems to have formed a portion, as proved by a good order of this fraternity. On the 13th of 
charter of Charles I. confirming the magistrates in October in the following year James V. ratified 
the superiority of" the town of St. Leonard." In it this charter; and Queen Mary, says Arnot, "in 
are many houses, or the basements thereof, that consideration of the great attendance required of 
date from the early part of the sixteenth century. surgeons upon their patients, granted them an ex- 
St. John's Hill and this no\\' absorbed village emption from serving upon juries, and from watch- 
occupy the long ridge that overlooks the valley ing and warding within the city of Edinburgh, 
at the base of the Craigs, and the whole of which privileges which were afterwards confirmed by 
seems to have been the ecclesiastical property in Parliament." 
earlier ages of several foundations, all of which On the 25th of February, 1657, the surgeons and 
were subject to the Abbots of Holyrood. apothecaries were, at their request, united into 
On the east side of the street is still a great one community. This was ratified by Parlia- 
quadrangular edifice, called Bell's Brewery (long ment, and from that time th
 <:orporation ceased 
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entirely to act as barbers, In consequence, the Castle of Clouts," in the spirit of that talent which 
council, on the 26th July, 1682, recommended the the Scots have of conferring absurd sobriqllets. 
new corporation to supply the city with a sufficient By the wayside to Duddingstone, south of the 
number of persons qualified "to shave and cut Pleasance, a rising piece of ground or slight emi- 
hair," and who should continue to be upon it; but nence is called Mount Hooly, a corruption of 
in 1722 it ceased to have all connection with the Mount Holy, which marks the site of the chapel 
barbers, save that the latter were obliged to enter of St. Leonard and of a hospital dedicated to the 
all their apprentices in a register kept by the I same saint. As is the case with most of the 
surgeons. By a charter of George IlL, dated 14th ecclesiastical edifices in Edinburgh, nothing is 
I\1arch, 1778, the corporation was erected into" The known as to when or by whom either the chapel or 
Royal College of Surgeons of the City of Edin- hospital was built, and not a vestige remains of 
burgh," a document which established a scheme of either now. 
provision for the widows and children of members. The chapel, ere it became a ruin, was the scene 
In the old edifice overlooking the Pleasance the of a remarkably traitorous tryst, held by the 
College held all ils Douglas faction on the 
meetings "till the erec- ...- 2nd of February, 15 28 , 
tion of the new hall, having nothing less in 
to be referred to in its ..........':"'" ..:; - view than the assassi- 
place; but the name of .
 
 . _ ...._ __ nation of their sove- 
the first establishment ../' -'06. -- reign, James V., .. the 
still survives in the ad- (/'-6- 
 Commons King," \vho 
jacent Surgeon Square. \. ' .. ';.".:, was the idol of his 
In it was a theatre for ....;"....... people. They were to 
dissection, a museum,'",> --":'- '_ enter the palace of 
in which a mummy ", 1'-.' .. '. .) Holyrood by a window 
was long the chief 
 -. .. 
 near the head of the 
curiosity, and the hall '/Ii" .. 

' ft.. !. .:::--f
: king's bed in the night, 
was hung with portraits _
_ ""-;",.
..".

_
 ,J
 _ I and under .the guid- 
of surgeons who had 



7- _. ,,

 
 ,,_ ance of Sir James 
grown to eminence " . 
- -- -', '
" _
'_._
_ Hamilton, one the mo- 
after it was built. I.!í . ...... ...... ".
",*;,,- .ý..-:;,-..... narch loved and trusted 
William Smellie, ].It 
 ..._-
.
 



 - ':'.<:"'.- much; but the das- 
F.R.S. and F.A.S., an h' ... - '>.':".. .'"'':."<...,,,<''--;'" '"
'fi"f.;
" tardly plot was dis- 
""'.. -t
,
'.()".:\IJ,'r. 
eminent printer, and covered in time, and 
DAVIE DEANS' COTTAGE. 
well known as the b y the ener g etic mea- 
(F
om a Vi
tt
 by Li::ars, þuhlislz,d in the First Etiit,.on of Robert 
author of the .. Philo- Chambers's U J'rad,tiolOs of EdilJ,urgh," ,8'5') sures taken to crush the 
sophy of Natural His- devisers of it, peace 
tory" and the translator of Buffon, was born in one I and good government were secured to Edinburgh 
of the quaint old houses of the Pleasance in 1740. for a period. 
A curious three-storeyed edifice, having a large At St. Leonard's Loan, which bounded the 
archway, peaked gables, and dormer windows, property of the abbots of Holyrood on the south, 
bearing the date of 1709, stood on the south separating it on the side from the western flank of 
side of the Pleasance, and was long known as the vast Burghmuir, there stoorl in ancient times a 
" Hamilton's Folly," from the name of the proprie- I memorial known as UmphraviIle's Cross, erected 
tor, who was deemed unwise in those days to build I in memory of some man of -rank who perished 
a house so far from the city, and on the way that led there in a conflict of which not a memory remains. 
to the gibbet on which the bodies of criminals were The cross itself had doubtless been demolished 
hung. But the latter would seem to have been in as a relic of idolatry at the Reformation; but in 
use till a much later period, as in the COllrant for 1810, its base, a mass of dark whinstone, with a 
December, 1761, there are advertised for sale four square hole in its centre, wherein the shaft had 
tenements, .. lying at the head of the Pleasance, on been fixed, was still remaining on the ancient site, 
the east side of the road leading to the gibbet." till it was broken up for road metal! 
Here still stands a goodly house of three storeys, In his .. Diary," Birrel records that on the 2nd 
which was built about 1724 by a wealthy tailor, and April, 1600, .. being the Sabbath-day, Robert 
which in consequence has been denominated" the Achmuty, barber, slew James Wauchope at the com- 
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bat in St. Leonard's Hill, and upon the 23rd the said 1831. It is still in existence, but has undergone 
Robert was put in ward in the Tolbooth of Edin- great changes. 
burgh. In tÞe meantime of his being in ward, he To see the train start by successive carriages 
hung ane cloak without the window of the Iron for Dalkeith was then one of "the sights" of 
House, and another within the window there, and Edinlmrgh. "Towards the close of its . horsy' 
saying that he was sick, and might not see the days," says Bremner (in his "Industries of Scot- 
light, he had acquafortis continually seething at the land "), "when railways worked by locomotives 
iron window, while (till) at last the iron was eaten became common, this railway, with its lumbcring 
through." Then, one morning, he desired his ap-I carriages, slow-paced steeds, and noisy officials, 
prentice-boy to watch when the to\\n guard should was laughed at as an old-fashioned thing; but 
be dismissed, and to give him a sign thereof by many persons have pleasant recollections of holiday 
waving his handkerchief. This was done, and tying trips made over the line. Then, as now, people 
"ane tow," or rope, to the window, he was about I took advantage of the fast days to 
pend a few 
to lower himself into the street; but the guard hours outside the city, and it was no uncommon 
"spied the wave of the handcurch, and sae the said thing for the Dalkeith railway to bear away four or 
Robert was disappointit of his intention and five thousand pleasure-seekers on such occasions." 
device." On the loth of April he was conveyed No accident ever having occurred on this line, it 
down to the Market Cross, and there beheaded on bears the name of the" Innocent Railway," under 
the scaffold, by the Maiden probably. I which title it appears in one of Robert Chambers's 
In 1650, when Cromwell's army was repulsed by pleasant essays. 
the Scottish under Leslie, he made an attempt to I St. Leonard's Hill and all its locality are in- 
turn the flank of the latter at this point. "Encircling separably connected with the boyhood of the cele- 
Arthur's Seat, a strong column of infantry, a brigade brated philosopher and phrenologist, George Combe, 
of cavalry, and two pieces of cannon attempted to who spent the summer months of his earlier years 
enter the city by the southern road that led from with his aunt, Mrs. Margaret Sinclair, whose hus- 
the Pleasance. On this Campbell of Lawers band was proprietor of a brewery, a garden, and 
brought his regiment of musketeers at dou hie-quick other ground there. 
march up the glen by the base of Salisbury Craigs I At the junction of the Pleasance with St. 
to the ruins of St. Leonard's chapel, and taking Leonards, an old street, known as the East Cross 
an alignment behind the hedges and walls of Call3eway branches north-westward. Here was to 
the King's Park, poured from thence a deadly be found the latest example of the legendary door- 
fire, which drove back the infantry in disorder. head so peculiar to Edinburgh ;-" 1701 GOD'S 
They threw aside their muskets, l'ikes, and col- PROVIDENCE." It was over the door of a house in 
lars of bandoliers, and fled, abandoning thcir which Lady Jane Douglas, wife of Sir John Stewart, 
cannon, which were brought off by the horse I of GrandtuUy, is said to have resided during some 
brigade." of the years of her long-contested peerage case 
St. Leonard's Hill corresponds somewhat in with the Duke of Hamilton; and where she-the 
position, but not in contour, with the locality of sister of the last duke of the grand old Douglas 
Davie Deans' story in Sir Walter Scott's" Heart of line-was in circumstances so reduced that she was 
Midlothian," and an ancient cottage is actually I compelled to work at the wash-tub while rocking 
indicated as being his in the Post-office maps. with her foot the cradle wherein lay her son, who 
Eastward of this, the ridge of the hill bears the became Lord Douglas of Douglas in 1790. 
name of Kaim Head, indicating that of old a camp In this quarter of the city there was founded 
had been there. in West Richmond Street, in 1776, the first 
St. Leonard's coal depôt and railway station public dispensary in Edinburgh, chiefly through 
have destroyed all the old and picturesque ameni- the exertions of Andrew Duncan, M. 0., whose por- 
ties of the locality. The station was erected here trait, painted by Raeburn, now hangs in the hall. 
on the fonnation of a railway from Edinburgh to The good doctor lived long enough to see his 
Dalkeith in 1826, Imt the traffic did not begin until generous labours crowned with complete success. 
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 Company's Classified Price List. 


4/- 


Vicar of Wakeftelc1, The, and. other Works by Goldsmith. For Glo
 aDd ReDOWD By D. H. Parry. With 8 Ful1.page- 
Illustrated. t Also i" cwiA. Kilt edE
s. 55.) _lIu..tr \[Jt'n.... 
Gulliver'. Travels. CheIJþ Fd,IÜm. With Eig1'lty-eilo!ht Engrav- Wlt.h Cla:vmore aDd Ba:vonet. By Col Percy Gro".C' 
m

 Ly \Iorten. Crown 4to. cloth. (Also 1."" C h.El/le,{J!'U. Sc;.) Th
luQ;;
;;n'B Scarlet. ßein2" the Ach..enturcs and Mi!õôadve 
Lttt
ø Folks (ENLARGLD SERIES). lIalf-Yearl
 Vols. 
Vlth I [un... 01 
ir Richard ("n.}ne. Uy George Manville l=enll. WI 
l'lC.tU["(.!ii.. on nea.rly evc=:r)' .l
e. te ther \\,ltl1 SIX "uU-page P,at! 1:.i);{ht FuU-1-n{!P Inu
tratiol1s. 
printed In Colours. Colourf board (Set.' also 55.) Iron Pirate, The. A Plam Tale of Strange Happenings on the 
POPULAR BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. I po
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sJ\!;;

:

toBy 



t
a
dS'oclcton. Illustrated. 
Diet and Cookery for COOlmon Ailments. Bya Fellow 
Crown 8vo. with Eight Full.page Illustrations. Cloth gJ.lt. (It tl. Rm II Cúlleg-c of Ph1""ILlln... 1.1If1 f'lw1Ii.. LrrJ\\nc. 
t Red Rose and Tiger LIIS'. Bv L. T. Meade. lUustrated. I Lo-:-
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t The White House at Inch GoW'. By Sarah PitL Illustrated. I The Book of Plt:v and of Death. By pl(
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. . 1110 1 Ioy T. P. t..I L"l1l1l1r. M.I' 
The K:ln.:'s Command
: A story for Girls. By Maggie The Reputation of George Sa:z:oD. By Morley Roberts. 
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" Ira. Half.Ycarly Vets.. VIII.. IX.. and X. E"1.ch. IndustrIal Freedom: A Study in Politic",. Dy B_ R. ,\.\S
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ILLUSTRATED BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


5/- 


Pleasant Work for Busy Fin.:ers; or. Kinder.carten 
at Home. liy MaID:lc Ib....
lIe. Jliu:.trlted. 
Flora's Feast.. A Masque of Flm r' Dy Walter Crane_ \" ith 
1'111. inC l("Iurs. 
Little Folks. H1.1fYp;tt1y v ^
 lalldrnln"'E
rfS
ri With 
1'1 tuf(.. ull 1I1"".rly p,pry p
 _. ...cther with Six Full-page Platt's 
pnnred inCol,..u- C,oth J;:,.t, g..terlgp (<<;ual.ro- 6ft.) 


WORKS BY LEADING AUTHORS. 


Extra crown 8vo. cloth. E "1.Ln. 
Tu:z:ter's Little Maid. Ry G. ß. ßurlo!m. 
From the Memoirs of a Minister of France Jo' 
....t.IIII,,,\\l\ 111I. 
Tbe Advent.ures of David BaUour. Hy I{
 J . St"vensou 
IIlI! trlleù. J t<ll. 
\ 01. I. Kidnapped 
EDUCATIONAL. , ...1. II Catrlona. 
Ph:vsiology for St
d
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 Elem..entary. By Alfred T. 
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f'ith. Cheap)- JII. 111 1m... \..1. 
Popular Educator" Cassell's NEW. With Revised Text. The HiCb
a:v of SorroW'. Dy Hf'<;baStnUOIi an..-J. ........ 
\:ew Map.., 
f'W C\.l,mrf'd Plate... .ì\o I rype. &c. Complf'tf' The Ad:anrable. Lad:v Bldd:v Fane. R}. rrank ßurf"tI. 
II} Li!.{ht \ L . E Ich. (_':It' lI!\ro =: 1<;.) \l" J .1,11 t. \\ Ilia 
 Il1n- l . '...c Jilu' 
h If I' . 
Tecbnical Educator. Cassell's NeW'. An entirely New Tin:v Luttrell. Hy L \'. IImm (loth JOnl'u/,u. Fdr 
L,. ,'I ha <<-,r l,.'hnical Jdl1C"lt 11. ""Ith COIOllrN\ ]'I1.I!o and List" ye Landsm.en! A Rom.ance of Incident. 
l:ngJ n
_ Complete 10 Six VolumE Fach. I:\- \\. lill 1-.:11.....11. 
Gaudeamu.. S ... for CoUeg('<; and Schools. Fditf' I I,v John A Prison Prince_. Dy MoJj(.L Arthur C,rif1itl - 
1011 "r. (I he \\'JI .. only. in 1 I'ercover"'. i.; clr,th. 11.) Lana1. The Little Minister. fly J. M. Iturie. J/ ,Itt'd J 


a

I



e



es

;'D






J:.oatS

g

:

:. Id Jr. 1 l.. i C) Iß I Tbe Wrecker. Ry Jblwrt Lr 1)1 ami Uo}tl 
Dulce Domum. Rhyme Id Songs for Chllllrf'u. Edit
d hy Johu lUll tl.d.I" :, _ 
I umer. Old Notation and \\'ord<;. N.B.-TJre /I ords (If tJa
 SOII>S Island :Nlchts EntertaInments. Ji, 


o
::;'
':;::X
'''h
J:


:':::' ,t:::
:.? .


: 
.
 10",c Sol.Fa a1ld t Id I Th
 IN

. Ohio. By Frl, rd FveretL II rl 
Hi
J
,



a
ct

OI

=




III:.s 
'::-

i

e
/foS
d.a
;U;;
f'd I SY
i
IJ.
?
:.
f'I,
ome Again: a Story of To-Day. 
Dyeln.: of Textile Fabrics. The. By Prof. Hummel The StOry of Francis Cludde. Jh Lilley J. \\ 
Steel and IrOD. By Prof. W. H. Greenwood, F.C.S.. &c. Tbe Faith Doctor_ B}" lJr. Edwurl)-.I 1\ ton. 
Marine Painttn.:. By Walter W. May. R.I. With Sixte
n I The Hispaniola Plate. By John Bloundcll.. Unrtnn. 
I . IO\iiI"',1 I'J It I A Free Lance in a Far Land ßy Herhert C IIPhUI. 
An.m.al PaintiD
 In _ Water. Colours. \Vtth Hghteen A Kin.:'s Hussar. I:\' J-Ierb
rt LUl1lpton. 
I .Iú"rf'rll'l, .. }- J'ro,I'Ih'"k J ,}kr. Adventures in Criticism. CO".;. tiuKOf A-rtirle.scontnl,n1f',1\0 
Water.Colour Paintin
 Book. ßy R. P. L....
..... With tlit-' _"'I'
.,k
r. By .\. J. (
lIIllu Cou...... 
( ,.l"urul 1111e" Wanderln.: Heath A Sf'1 r:tion of Short 51 
Ne
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e of PaintiD.: in. \\ith lwent)-. The White Sbield Dy l.crtram l\titford. 
Cbina Paintin.:. By Flor
nce Lewis. With ...ixl en On.i:inaJ. Old Maids and Youn.:. By I ..... D 
sterr"-
celinl:. 
Ù,I"lIrNI J'lltL", The Adventures of Captain Horn. By l-r 11:. Stocktoll. 
Flowers, and HoW' 'to Paint them. By Maud NafteL \\ith FIve Stars in a Llt'tle Pool. By J dith Cb rrill
t:on. Illustrated. 
I LII Col ure I PI..tt'" Statesmen. Past and Future. 
RELIGIOUS. A Foot-Note to History, Elgbt Years of TroublE> in 
St. George for En.cland: "1.nd other Sermons preached to I Samoa. By H.. L. 
t...\CIi"( n. r _ 
nulll'f'II. By the I...u. L ' , rciJr 1I),...IUlh Shorf' M.A_ The Countries of the World. By Dr. Ro 'rt Bro',:n. J'.L.:':I. 
Life of tbe World to Come _ Tbe and ot.ber SUbJects. I !
.'li
r.

t\){"h
aPJ lrl1. Vo .I.a III. ] (AlsoIll6\( 
L}o II... I..:c,. I '111...11 I '-{1l11 Lh!;l r
. J..-t.A. Scotland" Picturesque and Traditional. By G. 1-. 
I ,re.)...IÙ. 1I111
lrltul. 
Pictorial NeW' Z" aland. \"..h 1
r....r"'r y Sir 'V. B. Per. 
Dead Mans Rock. The Blue Pavilions. cC\1.I. h..l.'I.1.., A
('III (", 'r..llfOI ....t'\ ;...,..11It1. Illustnted. 
'1 'c S11Lndid.
pur.. 
.I SlW Three 
hipB."' QI1,1 Cassell's Universal Portrait GaUery. Contaillin" "0 
The AstonlL.llng 1iiøtory I other \\mt
r'.. T"1.It. I I'urn.lib ,-,( l.dell nell Mill aILe I \\-11' \.., uf lh
 Day. "-irla buel 
of Troy 'J.own. Nou&ht8 and Cr08st:K. mellll'lr.., a Itl ','rS "'
 JlOJ I" III One ',. 
The DoO'lerotable Duchy. Cassell's NeW' World of Wit and Humour. "ill ".cw 
The Home Life of tbe .Ancient Greek.. 1 n I from III um
s .1Ii.l J\U\ I '\1. 
III" (,\(111111 I J'r'.1 II J.. II, I A. ZlInmern JI ,}ctr:u
d. Cookery Book, New Unlveraal. Cassell's. l:Jy 
(luap J I I"'Zll JIe'l! L
,-". \\--ith'3 C I 111\.lI I'lall"".. ...ut.1 OI"ll Jllu"itr ItlllI... 
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By 0. 


Q's Works, Uniform. Edition of. 


Carr'" ,{o C011lj>aIl1', íJ1Jl1ted, Illd
'(/fe Ifill, í om/on.. Pa.-i, and lIFe/bou.-lIe. 
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Cassell 
 Company's Classified Price List. 


6/- 
cOIIl'd. 


Loveday I A Tale ofa SttrrlnC Time. By A. E. Wickham. 
lllus
ri\tcd. 
From IndependeDce Hall Around the World. By 
I.". Canu,l Hre\\.::.td. LL.D. FuliV Illustrated. 
Henry Allon, D.D., Pastor aDd Teacher. The Story 
.1 his Mllu..lry. with Selccted Sermons and Addresses. By the 
Ruo W. Harùy Harwood. 
Europe, Cassell'. Pocket Guide to. Edition for :l139S. 
Lcath,r. 
Star-Land. By Si!' Robert StaweJl Ball. LL.D, lI1ustrated. 
QueeD Summer; or, the Tourne:v of the LI1:v and 
the Rose. Contalhlng 4) pagl.... vi D
..igns by \\I<ther (.raw 
).JrÎntcu III Lo)ours. 
GleanlnÞ after Harvest. By the Rev. John R. Vernon. M.A. 
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RELIGIOUS. 
..Qulver" Volume, The. 
\
fU ø"d E../ar
e4 Sma. With 
several hundred (..ontriLut!ons. About 600 Oriw.nal JIIu
trations. 
ClOfh. 
Ne", Llgbt on tbe Bible and the Holy Land. By B. T. 
\. L..'-It....M.A. lllll...tr:ttt:d 
Family pr-'lI er BOOk, The. Edited by Rev. Canon Garbett. 
M.A.. and Rev. S. MactÎll. \\ nil Fun-page lUustration.... ^
fU 
Fdition. {Atso'in WJ(1roc,'O, I:C:}'.._' 
Cassell's Illustrated B1b'e Manual. By the Rev. Robert 
IIUllter. LL.U.. l'_l.r_
. Witll Loloured Map
 and (.Ither 11ustratiuns. 
Farrar's Life of Christ. Chea.p Illustrated Editioll. Large 4tO. 
Cluth. (..)u a.m lOS. <<1.1 I ol"IIar Ertulo". rnnsed and enta,zcd. 
pee also IOS. 6d.. !2IS.. 245.. and 4:iS.) 
Farrar's Earlv DaYs of Christianity. Pø
,,/Qr Edititm. 
Cloth. I:{lh eu
e':o. I
ttal 6s,. lIJ':o. 6tI.. I:-'i., :ns.. !24S-. alld 425.) 
Farrar's Life and Work of st. Paul. PoJ'Ular Ec/ititm. 
Cloth. J{dt eÙl:{cs. (!:'e
 a'!!'o 6.... 1('''. 6d.. 1:)....21..... :i4S.. a'ld 4:iS.) 
iIIII Sunda:v". Its Origin, History, and Present Obli- 
gation tB';Hupt"n LeClurf'''. 1 '. By tile \en. Archù
tlcon 
He....e}. D.C.L Fiflh Edl/lo' 
Child's Life of Christ, The. With about 200 Original 1Uus- 
fntion". lloth IAtso at 105. Ori., 411d Ðtmy 410 Edilioll. !2[S.) 
Child's Bible. CJua.
 Ed,-tion. Inustr'1.fed. Cloth. (Also a sulmD1' 

diti.o1l41 10:.. 6d.1 


Chum.. The Illustrated Paper for Boys Yearly Volume. 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


The Queen'. London. CODtaining nearly 400 Exquisite Vle...'s 
(,f I ..nrlün and It... Ln'l.irons. ....Iotl 
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The S.ory of the Sea. Edited by Q. With New and Original 
1I111.frlli. n<;. \ aL J. 
English Literature,.A First 
ketch of. By Prof. Henry Franco-German War, Ca. sell's HiatoW'.,. of the. Com. 
\Iurlf'\. .\(". l.Se I a '" Lit drz(d Edlll,; 1. plcte In rwú VA' IIIIP
 each. <..:o(}taimng abvut 500 Ulu
trauuns. Each. 
A1.:ebra, Manual of. By Galbraith and Haughton. Old and New Paris. A NalTative of its History. its People. and 
English Literature, Library of. By Professor Henry its Places. .By II. 
u
her
and Edwards. Profusely Illustrated. 10 Two 
Morley. \\Itb mu
tfdtÎOI):;" taken from Ongmal MSS. POl'u/Qr I Vols. Each. (Also ."gslldzes. 10S. 6d..) 
Fd,hõ,t. Vol. I.: SHORTER hNGLlSH POEMS. VoL II.: ILLUS. CODQuests of the Cros.. Edited by Edwin Hodder. IUustrated. 
TRATIONS OF ENGLISH RELIGION. Vol. III.: Er-;GLISH PLAYS. L, IIIplele In 1 hh:e \ úJ... I-'ach. 
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 World of. Complete in Three Vols. Fully 
PROSE. Each. (Site also J;s 55.) QueeD Victoria, The Life and Times of. Complete in 
- I TWIJ Vol<; lIIu...fnted. F J1. 
The Life and Adventures of Georee Aucustuw Sal.. Our Earth and its Story. By Dr. Robert Brown. F.LS. 
E)' Himself Lnea.fJbIlU1Dn. One VoL (Al$o Liòrary EdlhcJII. I wo I Complete lit 3 Vol
 Wifh CoJuured Plates and numerous Wood En. 
V 015.. 325.) gravmgs.. Each. 
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Popular History of Animal.. By Henry Scherren. F.Z.S. 1/0/..15- 5 . 1 _ , . 
\\ IUl r3 ( 1000ureóPiate<: :and other Illustrations. Natur
 HlstolTb C
BseU s New
 
dlted by Prof. P. 
Ro:val Academ:v Pictures, 1898. In One Vol. (Site also Ls.) 
1;



h

cË
tr
.cr(;w
.

. E


Pletc In SIX Vols. lUusfratf'd 
Family. .Magazine Volume, Cassell's. With about Universal History, Cassell's Illustrat.ed. VoL I.. Early 
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IlIUStrL .::r \nth Woodcuts and M<l.ps In Colours. Vo1s, J. & IJ. .ha.ch. EnKland, CasseU's Illustrated History of. With about 
Dor.!'s Milton's Paradise Lost. Illustrated by Gn
tave Dor4!. I 
._ooo.llIustraûons. ÇomJ)lete m Ten Vols. E'1.ch. J\nvaPfc/ Re'Vi,S(d 
POI',,/Q, '-dilioll. Lloth or buckram. (See also 2IS.) rd,tior.. Complete In Eig"t Vots. Each. (Site also;/;4 a,ut ;/;5.) . 
I' Protestantism. The History of_ By the Rev. J. A.. Wylie. 
Do
e's Dante'
 Purgatory and para
se. Illustrated by I LLD. Three \-ub. \hth 000 Illustrations. EacÞ (..\u also ]Os.) 
t...u
t1.' lJ 'rc. rOI'ItII7' I l'I,. . U, th or LUI..h.ldUi. (See also 215.) United States, History of the (CaBBeU's). Complete in 
Dare's Dante's Inferno. IlIu...trated by Guc;,tave Dor
, v,lth I hrf'c \ "b. \Lüut VJO Illustrations. I-' h. {Libra.ry Edili01t. 305.) 
Introd II' by A. J. .Hudrr. P{lf'ldar EaiJlon. CIOIh or buckram. British BatUes on Land and Sea. In Four vols. With 
-1.\ualS021 } ,t......>utG.x>L'......'1vmm:: l'H)1 l
e1!'4ÚO 1 I 
Cassell's Illustrated Bun:van. \vith 200 orieinallllustratioDs. Russo-Turkish War, Cassell's History of the. With 
<.. leap Fd J I. a' 'Jut 500 IIII1c;,trations Two Vols. Each. 
Municipal Taxation at Hom.e and Abroad. By J. J. London, Old and New. Complete in Six Vols. Containing 
'1-'1' 1"1. I .\ It J.". .11l1l..trUh'Il':o I ,,_h. 
The Story of Af"rica and its Explorers. By Dr. Robert Edinburgh, CasseU's Old .and N
W. Complete in Three 
J: n. LL.:,. Jllu
tral,'d t Implrte in }-our \- I... Each. \. \\ jth t.- t 'ngll1dllllu
lIdtlUlI". L, I. (Set a,'sO 275. andJO"t.1 
Football The RugbV Union Game. Edited b)" Rev. r. London, Greater.. Complete. in Two , Is. By Edward WalfClrrt 
II.r.,IIIf..\ ar'r/,., T etl ' I. . Illustrated. I SCi
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 LOlltainill)l ",Luut 350 Illustrations and Diagrams. Eacb. 
:-.11'-'11', I{.)l. \\ ,[111,11 It r(IIiS PIa 1.111.1 Uray.'mgs by the Author. 


Practical Electricity. By Prof. \V. E. Ayrton. Illustrated 
FiKUre Painting In Water.Colours. With Sixteen Coloured 
Plates. With .ot .1ctions by tbe Artists. 


A Diarv of the HoDle Rule Parliament.. 1892-915. 
Life and I.etters of the Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph Napier, H} II. W. L'll..r. 
Bart., LL.D., &c., Fx- ..rd Uumn'l r fir Jrdand. l:Jy AI..". d G 1 The Ha f th Blbl 
I harle
 h\Vald. F.S.A. \ew aud J<e; u
d .é.d.- '". MO':'
;h
cie::e?
: t

'Rcv. SdIllU
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Heroes of Britain in Peace and War. With)OO JIlus. \', Itll 110 111I:..rr 11I"IIS. (Ve1L' .é.a,tion Oil larJ.rer a"d superior pa1"'.) 
fr 1:I..n<;. 1 .\u \ I.... In One. (
, also .:j
. 6d..) Europe, A Histor:v of Modern. By C. A. Fyffe. M.A.. Jatf" 
The Journal of Marie Bashklrtsetr'. Trans1ated by Mattulde rcHow of UIU\leblt
 t.:ollel:{e. UAlorli. (hea.p E.:Htioll. In One VoL 
.Blmd. \\tuh T , I Jrtralts anrl an Autograph Lener. Pop"lar 'Also Liðrary Edit,O
. JIlu
trated, 3 Vo1s_. 75. 6d each.) 
h.iition ..-" Dill!" '. A Vist-on of Saints. By Sir LeWIs Morris fFidelibus). Witll 
 
I 111-1. (' lUll rrati..n.... Also a n"n.dlustnted Edition, 6s. 
H:vgiene and PUblic Health. By B. Arthur V,'hltelegge, M.D. Count Cà.vour and Madam.e de Circourt. Some Unpub. 
lllu
tr,.1tCd. hew a"d Revued Ea,tioll. h..hed Corrt:
pondence. Emtt:d by Lcunt Xi 6 ro1. Tranalated by 
Th
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ï; Chapters In the History of the Count:v. 
Medical Handbook of Life Assurance. By J. E. Pollock. C} H. J. Moul--. M. \. 
;\1.1>.. IIIU J. C!IL..IIIJIII:. \1'1... Il i J.I'lU
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SUbjects of Social Welfare. By the Rt. HOIL Lord Piay
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 Historic Houses of the United Klndom. Illustrated. 
..11,1 portr.Ii.
_ CtJlIIJ d in F..ur \ ols. Each. Th;'lëla
I
.r of Columbus. By Charles Elton. F.S.A. 
peoples of the Wo.rld, The. By Dr. Robert Drown. IJlus. Dictionary of Religion, The. By the Rev. William Benham" 
lr..l.:...li. 
I" \, .... 1:.a I B.IJ. LII l" I" J LJ,-.th. 
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Year.Book of Treatment. The, for 1898. A Critical .. .. aJld.4 .1 . d d l. d . . 
1...1 ..I'.... In[ 1'[ 1_:LlIIUI' , \/ . 
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Our Own Country. l tnple an SUI: Vol5o With 
 OrlKma1 1 Hev. \v. F. Lllml y. Wifh Fifty "ull palire 1111 lrat ms. PD,ula,. 
JIll ' ...me1 II \ I. I \I ,. E,(itifln. In One Vol rVTÌJ!'Î"aIEaih-oIJ. withso":(] IIrf'dPlatesand 
Natbral History, Cassell.s Concise. By Prof. I P
rceval "\,,"leron" Fn"avl... Price on application.) 
\\ri, " \1 L 11I1 -II!' t. I "III. (.AlsDk
f't It.,l/ II " Electric Current, The. By Professor "a1msley. Illustrated. 


Cassell J. Compatl)', Limited, Ludgate Hill, London; Paris and Afe/bourne. 


1 706 
co
t'd. 


8:- 
9/- 


106 



10J 
,ûnt'd. 


7 


Cassell 
 CompalZY's Classified Price List. 


DlctiOD&1'7 or Phraae aDd Fable. By the Rev. Dr. The lìtandiaba of High Acre. By Gilbert She1don. Two Vols. 


e
ler. tl



::CI
:CW and úP'J:ej, increased l:.aituJn. Also to be Abbeys and Churches of England and Wales, The. 
Elect:ricitv in t.he Service of Man. ., Popular and Practlca] Ve"'\..Cl1-'t.""
' lIbl,_.r,,- I. IlC.turial 1-&"
 r
IJhT 1:.0'110"_ 

ne", 11. 



:o-:: With upwards uf 950 llIusuations. NnJI and Rnùeå ED
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.)ble Divi5ional 
Farrar's Life aDd Work of St. Paul. Popular Editio,... Health, The Book of. QOlil. .Also ill roxbllrr Jr . 2SS.) 
Pen.lan moroJcco. (.)t't' also 6;;.. s.6d.. IS!... 21S.. 2.&5-. alad .ps.) MUton'B Pa.radise Lost. Illustrated wltb Full-pa.i:"c Dra:v.it1,2" 
Farrar's Earlv Dave of Christmnltv. Popular EdiJion. L} uu"t..nc Uurc. 
PCl"'ia.n m( :co. (.)U a so 65.. 7S 6d. lþ . 215.. 245-. (md 425.) Shakespeare. The Plap of. Edited by Prof. Henry Morley. 
BUlldin.. Construcbon Platea. A serres of 40 drawinE5. Tlurteen \-.,Is. iJox. _lL-B; Lr 39 V( i.., cloth. an box. (Also 
LlotlL ,Or Copies 01 any J)late may be obJ:ained in quantiucs of not hall-nt y, d. orh sl4.es. 42S. 
less than one dozen. pnce 15 6d. per dozen. I Mechanics, The Pracbcal Dlct:ionary of. ContainÎI1g- 
Archit:ectural Drawin... By R. Phen4! Spiers. lIIustnted. I 3O.0ú0 ura\\-in.." '-Jf '"1 \Junery. F r V L I, 
u also 255.J 
Encyclopædic Dict:ionary, The. A "Jew and Orwinal Work 
01 Reference t, the \\ rds in the E g1- h Lar ilge. Complete RELIGIOUS WORKS. 
UI FourtC"""'1I J)n.iSi: t1 V01s. F::t.ch. 'Set tJ ::!15. a 
 .1SS.) . Farrar's Life of Christ, Life and Work of St. Paul, 
Arabl
n Nights EntertalrtDlents, :rhe. Wltl
 lUustrattolb and EarlV Days Of Christianity UI UnliOriD uindUl
. 
b,. Gust3\e lJore. and other well-known Arll 5. Nn/J Ed,', 'l. I......,th. 
.!t UJp.1U I 
 I L x. Ihe Sl..t ' 
Poul
V, The. Book of. By Lewis \Vright. popular, h.diJioll. Farrar's LIfe and Work of St. Paul. ILLU5TRAT:E:.D 
\Vlth Jù. ",. _mons on Wood. (Setals03Is.6d.alld;/;2
5 JoVITI0=':_ ,Stea ,-::' 6ò..llr 6d,llj,. .alld4'Z5.' 
Gun aDd Its Døvelo;pment, The. \Yith Notes on ShootiJl,r. HOly Land and. t:he Bible, The. By the Re\. (.. nn.ngham 
By W. W. Greener. \\ tllllustrations. '.0.; ;..LL. D.D.. LL.V_ l.:.,11 I. 1 ,'Jlr.,
' J-.i 011. One' L 
Old Testament ComDlentary for ED.Klish Readers, 
The. l:uited t} the Rev. L. J. 1 V.V.. L ,rd HI

lOp ot 
L. Llc

cter and Bri...tnl. Five Vol _ Ea h. 
ee also ;/;7 17S. 6d.) 
New Testament Com.møntary. 1 lited by C. J. Elhcott. 
g


ls
i;
 I
:r.) of Glouce':oter and Brbtol. Three Vols. Each. 


The Cabinet Portrait Gallery. Complete in Five Series. 
Each couI.tlning ]6 t:aLmet t' tup,l ,>hs of Eminent 'Ien and 
Women. W.th Blogr3plllcal Sketcbcs. Each. 
Horae. The Book of the. By Samuel Sidney. With 17 Full-Page I 

1

?llliIS
;.it:-O
c
f 
1
ltl
rated Horses of the Da}'. and numerous 
Social England. A Record of the Pro
ress of the Peop1e it! Horses and DogS. By O. EerelmaD_ '\\ith Descriptive Text. 
R
, >11. Law
. Lea.rnmg. Ans. SCience. Literature. and MRlmers. 1 J.[d.II::.'1.1 al l[uw the DLltch by Llara BelL \\ uh l'holOg-ravure 
bom ,he Earliest Times to the l'resent Day. By variOUS wrlh:rs. I"rOllt piece. 1:'l e:lqulslte CoUotypes. and 
evera1 fUII-paJ!:"e and ower 
Edited by H. D. Traili. D.C.L. \-eIs. I.. 11.. and Ill. Each J:n2"ra\LII
S au the hxt. 
et. 
(Vols. IV: and V.. 17S each.) BrlUsh Emþ:a.rd Map of t:he World. By L. R. ParklD and 
IIIGraven In t:he R.ock"; or, the Historical Accuracv 1- L. Harth v. r.K.L.
. 1\10Ulltoo 011 Cloth. ",uh RoUen. or 
of t:he BIble. liy Rev. Dr. Saumd hiulI::.. I .H. AS.. Ò[c &.... told..ti. 
\\ 1[:1 '\. l 1m:" 15 Illustrat.ons, LwrÆry EdItion. Two Vots. Household Ca_ell's Book of the. \\ ith nUluerous I1lustra. 
The Doré Bible. With 200 Full-paa:w Illustrations by Gustaye Dor
 unn..... 1-c.u'r\ CI.:'O.11 1 \\'..1. j, Ii, II ...ruCL.). t..'lual
o SS.) 
(.15:1.' I 
r/nndil' ,pr.ao1tapplit'atlOn_) Catnedrals, Abbep. and Churches of EnglaDd and 
Farrar's Life and Work of St.. Paul. Pofm/4r EdUiM', Wales. Ducnpuve. HUitorical. J I-t nal. Lloth i:ut, g-ùt ed
b. 
Tr
c 
illr, :-'b
 ,UJ 
., ,
. t>Ll . 1 
 b..l., .lb_, 
.J::... and 425.1 ,14 ar Ea -'Ion. Two V01s. 
Farrar's Earlv Dap of Christ.i.anit:v. Po",u/Ær Edt.lÙJn. Encvclopæd.1C Dictionary, The. Sevell Double Di1,-.siolLil! 
I ree c3lf. ::Jr
 ,I J . :;s. 00., J:u:>. 0.1.. 
.I
.. .l.þ.. and 425.) \.. ... ho1ll.ru.\t d. 1:.
u.. t ,(" .1 J I s_ txi. and :'lIS.) 
ShaksPØr&. The Royal. Complete in Three Vots. \\lith Steel Mechan1cs, The Pract:ical DictionB.17 of. Half-moroccc. 
Illt
;:.auù\\L dLIIJ-,r. l \III..'>. Each. I FowVols. Each. (
aalso:'lls. 
India.. Cassell's History of. By James Graut. Illustrated. 
I r\\O \,,
. in 
 'ne.) 
BriUsh Ballads. Illustrated. In Two Vols. Ootll. Protestantism, The H1Btory of. B tbe Rev. J. A. '''' yht 
I LLu. LuntdlmnK upwards of 600 Orlt{lIIa1lhustratioL-. Three \-t !"o 
The History of 16punch.n By M. H. Spielmann. With nearly (
tealsoC}5. au", ]O:..J 
17 0 IlIllstrlllon.... Portrdlt!., .ind FacSlmlles. In Une VoL ,Also Edinburgh, Old aDd N
. Comp1ete In Three Vols. (See also 
J arKe I Q/,
r Edlt.on.;/;2 25.) I C}5. ana]OS.J 
MeDlones and St:udles of War and Peace. By Archiba1d 
I ri '. ,\ Ith l\nr.lIt (,I Authvr. 
LongfeUoW"s. poet:lcal Works. Illustrated throu&bout. 
,I., i zr J. 11 
o, _ l:xt[: l..r..\\n CU,, cloth 
"t. . Edinburgh, Old and New. Lom(Jlele UI Three Vols., lIbrar). 
RIvers of Great. BrItain. J -=scnptl\
. Hlst ñcal. Pit -lat. I u. ;b- 
 \ eals :>. .I'll :. I 
The R.oVd.1 
lver I The T
m.es from. Source t:o Prot:est:antiøm The HIStory of. L,bra", Edition. ISte 
Sea. \\ nh 
evel"a1 Hundred Url&"lIlaJ. Illu
traUons. rOF I aT \ U d " 
..i ". (.set also 4:2S.' a 095- an :2']5. 
R.ivers of the East Coast. With numerous hl&hly finbhed 
.EU1l::rd\ÎnJ:So Po"'....
,.LdiJllln. tSuals042So) 
Planet. The StOry of Our. By th . Prof. Bonney, I-.R.
.. 
PlcturellQ.ue America. With Steel Plates and Wood EUJ{rav- Õ:l._ \\ It/I L luU[l..,l P tt...::. an,i ",I.ips. and.i .Jut J:OQ JU..stra 
Ill...!.. F.,'" ",. J..& u. Vols.l. and II. hach. (Suølro ;/;1" 12S.\ The Lake DweDings of Europe. By R( )Crt I\.Iuuro. 'I.D.. 
Picturesque Europe. PiJP.,dar Edllioll. Comp1ete in Five \ uls I ),1. \. Inus 
-"" ll. th (1. It .>-' IIr.!. r.1.. 25.1 
\YI
l. 1: uteen eX-._i.:>ite Steel Plates. and numerous on b na1 \\.ood MuSIC, IUustrat:ed Rlstory of. By mil NaullliIl]D. Edited 
Eu,iTavmgs. Each. (..\ee also 3'S. 6d.. ;/;2[. ;/;31 Ios.. amt;/;52 Ios.) . " tile R .. :::ur F. A (.ore Ouselcy. Bart. Illustrated. "I wo V . 
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(See also IQ5. 6d. ø,Jd 425.) 


DanttS's Inferno, Purgat:Clry, and ParaGIs&, and Mu- 
t.on's Parad1se Lust:. lluee Vols. Illustrated by Doll
, 
III L -,. 
Life 01. Daniel Defoe, The. By Thomas '" rig-ilL With 16 rult- 
pd
e 11I1I
tr .w'u.... 
Macazine of Art, The. Yearly Vol J:B9S. WIU, 14 Etchin.i:S 
or Photu
ra vures. d St;n
 of rull-pa.i:"e Plates, and Several Hundred. 
Engravit'l 
TJùnlr
 I have Seen aDd Pe
ple I have KDoWD. 
By <.. A. Sa1 Two \ Cll
 Butterfties and Moths, European. By W. F. Kirby. \\ ith 
The Thorou8h Good Cook. By George A. Sala. W.th goo I 
1J\.t) I'Lhe:> L.,l"IIIt.. Il,} h 1IIt!_ 
ReClve.J Dog, Illustrated Book of the. By Vero Shaw. B.A. Ca . 
BrlUah Birds' Nests: How, Wbere and When t.o \\uh l'
LIII} t..1 ht riIL
lIIulc (.:olùured Plates. Demy 4to.. cloth 
FInd and Ident:1fy TheDl By It. Keana. With an Intro- g11t. ,

 ø ,J..I 4;):> I 
ducti<"1ll b, Dr. Howdler Sh..rpe. and nearly 130 illustrations of CaDa.rtes and Cage-Birds, The Ulust:rated Book of. 
Nests. E
2'So YOUIlR'. A'''. from l'hoto);ra(-.li, V. I I ....f!} "j 1- ::,11I e 
olourLd I-'.I.tþ. dud üUllleJ II:. \\uod 
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 Eh&ruU\2"&. {Also I" IuJi./-OIIor, .45S 
AstronoDlY. The DaW'D of. A Study of the Temple "'-orship 
and Myth, 
y of the Ancient Egyptians. By J. Norman Lockyer, British Battles on Land aDd l:iea. W h auollt 800 Illastra. 
C.B.. F, K. .. &r. Illustrated. bons. LtlwÆry 1:a ''Ùm, In 1 n' ( J 


12/- 


Henriette R.onner. The Painter of Cat.Li(e and Cat-Charactel". 
.My \1. H. Spielnann. Containin
 a Senes of BeautiluIl1lustratlOns. 
PO",,,lar .alo i::.dilio... (See also 505.) 


21/- 
cOli/d. 
, 


Earlv Davs of Chrlstianitv, The. By the Very Rev. Dean 
r.irrar. u.V.. r.1{_
. L. Tary J-" Ii...m. Two Vots.. demy 8\0. 
C
u aJ
 6:>.. 7S. 6d.. 105. 6d.. 155.. 21S.. a"d 425.) 
LIfe of Christ, The. By the Very Rev. Dean Farrar. D.D.. 
}o'.R-s. LIÞrary rallltm, Two Vots.. dotl1. (
ee also 1s, 6d.. 
10<:'" 6<1.. 
I . a"d 425-) 
Farrar's Life and Work of St. Paul. LIbrary hdil.ol&. 
f\ 1\ üb.. Lluth. t..'lee aiso 65..75. 6d., Ios. CKi.. ISS.. 
IS.. ø,ulC2S.) 
Our R.allW'ays. Their Ongin. De..'elopment. Incident. and 
Romallce. Hy Li I Pendleton. T"oI;o Vots. JUustratcd. 


24 - 


126 


American Life. By Paul de Rousiers. Translated from the French 
l,} A. J Hu bert::.OD. 
Garden Flowers, Famlbar. Comp1ete in Five Series. Forty 
C, ] ,ure i PI tt
::. in each. {.:I. th gilt. or morocco. Each. 
Heavens, The Story of the. By Sir R. Stawel1 Ball. LLD.. 
F_H...
.. ....R-A.S.. I{.-,}al A<.t orner of Ireland. PO",I,Jar Editiott. 
Illustrated by Chl"Omu Plates and Wood }o ngTavlll2"::.. Also m half- 
moroçco. (Pna 0" a/,pIKaliMI.) 


25r 


27/- 


30 
I 


316 


The DiplomatIc R.øDlinisce1=1ces of Lord Augustus 
Loftus, P.C.. G.C.B. l.m.t.úìd 
ccond 
 n_ eacll III two 
\ ,J : 
The Life, Letters, and Friendships of Richard 
Monckton MIlnes, First Lord Houghton. Hy Sir 
WeJo)'SS I-.
 . "1wo V ... witb 1 wo .l-'ortr3lts. 


32/- 


15:- 


16 - 


18. 
I 


20, I 
21/- 
I 


London, Greater. LilwÆ"JI Edition. Two VOIs. (Su alro C}5.) 


35/- 
I 


40,' 


Cassell of: COli/Pail}', Limited, Ludgate Hill, Lo"don; FarIs G"d Me/6qurlu. 
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" 
 Comþml)"s Oassified Price List. 
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numerous IUu
tratlons. 4tO. cloth gilt. 
The Picturesque Mediterranean. MagmlÏcently Jllu5tr3tcd. 



rLt! Froillisplccc by Birket FU:OlU. Complete in Two Vols. 
Rivera of Great Britain. Descriptive, Histoñcal. Pictoria1. 
The Koval R.iver I The ThaDles from Source to 
Sea. With 
evcral Hundred Uriginal !Uustratlo i. VI.'J.
illal 
E.ll/J01f,. (5<< also 165.) 
Rivers of the Eallt Coast. With numerous highly-hnished 
"1:(a"U1gs. Royal 4to, 'Hlh EtchiIw as Frontispiece. OY1
mal 

a,t"ioll. (See øJSD 
6s.) 
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about 800 Original Engravings. 
The Life of Christ. By the Very Rev. Dean Farrar, D.D. Library - -
- 
L,Ufl.JJl. IlIúruccu. Two Vois. (Su alro 7S. 6d. I.os. 6ù.. 
15.. a1lcl 2.aSo' 
St. Paul, Tbe Life and Work of. By the \ery I,ev. Dean 
l-arrar. Llorary J::.dilIOIi. morocco. J/llistrat6d E,l,t'f)II. morocco. 
(Sualso 65.. '7s. 6d.. IOS. 6d.. 155..215.. ølld 24S.) 
Farrar's Early Dap of Christianity. 1 brary Ed.J,'-oll. Old Testament ComDlentarYJI The. Eùited by Di
hop 
T\\o Vols. MorO'"co. l
u4lso ".:0.. ';3. w.. J.us. 6d.. J.!>
.. :lIS.. D".124S.) .1::.llic.ott. 1-1\le \ul:;;. In haU-ulOroc...o. (Set' Q; .iV2IS.J 
POW:r

r
II
:r::
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;th Fifty Coloured P1ctureSque Canada. A Delineation Ly Pen and Pencil of all 
the J:ealures 01 Jnterest in the DOlßlnioll of Cauada. Crom ib 
lJlscowery to the Present Day. With about 600 Ori
in.ù JUustrdtlllns. 
Complete in Two Volume
 The Set. 


45 


Dog. Illustrated Book of the. By Vera Shaw. B.A. 'Vith 
Twellty-t:l,g-ht t:oloured Hates. H.lIf-morucco. (..\,.t also 35':>.) 


50/-' 
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New Type. Comp1ete. Eight Vois. ill I. our. half.morocco. l
t'"t' 
also 5'>.) 
Bible, Cassell's Illustrated Family. Ton"d Paþer Edilifm. 
LC.J.tht:r. 1:dt t:J1:e
. l
.! 4 SO 70s. and 7SSo) 
Henriette RonnØl". The Painter of Cat-LiCe and Cat-Character. 
.My M. U. Splchnanr... With l'ortrait and 12 full-p.1,.:e lIIustratl0l1s 
III Photograwure and 16 Typogravures. Quart,) Ed&llO'l. udth 
Phot02rd.vures on India paper. (SuQ;I
.o 1.2S.) Lar.::
 PajJ.!T Ed,t,on.70s., 


The International Shak8pc
e. Édition de L';"-:;. 
.. .KIng Henry V ru." Illustrated by Sir James Lmtoll. P.R.I. 
"O






 1

:
te:b:F:

,kPóf
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:'il.A. 
.. King Henry IV." I[!ustrated by Herr Eduard Griitzner. 
.. As You LIke It." Illustrated by the late Mons. En- e Bayard. 
"Romeo and Juliet.. adunced to f.7 IOs.. lNow out of Imnt.l 
-- --- -- 
EDf
:
* E
::;:,
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to
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th 
;
ri

U5X:::
n,;. 
l:.ight Vols.. cloth gilt. and cmbo
 ed gùt top and hcad-bandeJ. tbe 
= s et. net. (Llbrar-y 
dilio". 1.0 Vols,. .l; S.' _ 
New TestaDlent Commentary, The. Edited by Bishop 
J-:llicott I hrcc vo.5o mlJ lit-morocco. tSt"t' Q;lro 215.) 


70 r 
CO Ilt' d. 
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Royal AcadeDlV Picture.. Complete set, &8&8 to x894. balf. 
mUl ccu. Þ.t:t. þu a so 1s. lid.) _ 
English L1.terature, Library of. 1.hc Set of FÏ\'e , 
hLI:I-IIII}r
..._... . .'.. 
 Sf) 750 ..ct.) 


The Tidal ThaDles. By Grant Allen. \\ ith India Proof IUlprt:s. 
::.IOII
 of 20 Mal!:"lUhcentrull-pa
el.hotograwurc})!ate....andlll.my 
other JlIlIstraliuns. aCler origillal drëtwlIIg
 by W. L. WyUie. A.R A. 
Half-morocco. gilt, gilt edl!:"es. 


Art,The Magazine of.ls. 4d' l Countries of the World. 6d. 
AdYentur
. The World of. 7d. Dictionary of English History. 6d. 
Atlas, Umversal 6d. Doré Bible, The. 3d 
Bntlsh Ballads. 3d. Dore Dante Inferno. 7d. 
Battles of the Nineteenth Century. I Encyclopædic Dictionary. Is. 
7d. Family PhysicIan, The. 7d. 
Biblewomen and Nurses. 2d. I Gazetteer, Cassell's. 7d. 
BI
d
, Fam1l1ar Wlld. 6d. Gleanings from Popular Authors. 
Bnt
sh .Battles. 6d. I ld 
BUIldIng World. 6d. Heroes of Britam in Peace and 
Butt:
flies and Moths, European. I War. ld, 
C . 11 ' M . 6d Household, Book of the. 3d. 
asse s agazlne. . L ' ttl F lk 6d 
Cassell's Natural History. 7d, 1 e 0 s. . 
Cathedrals, Abbeys, and Churches. I London, The Queen's. 6d 
7d Music, History of. 6d. 
Chums. The Illustrated Paper N'ew Testament Commentary, The. 
for lIoys. 6d. Edited by BtSHOp ELLIcon. 7d. 
Concise Cyclopædia. 6d. Our Rallways. 6d. 
Cookery Book, Universal. 6d. Picturesque America. Is. 
Cottage Gardening. 3d. I Picturesque Europe. Is. 


:E7/17/6 


.ß99,- 


Picturesque America. Complcte 111 Fuur Vois.. wilh Forty. 
cl,;"hl J::.xqUl:.ih:: Sted J'I.l1c:.3nù about 8oo0nginal Wood 1:.IIKrawillgs. 
L ILh. Tile Set. 1..'It't' also '0-...) 
British Fossil Reptiles, A History of. By Sir Richard 
Owen. h...C.!;.. ...H..
.. ð..c. \\tlth ::lól:l 1'1.J.tes. t:omplele in Four 
Volumes. 


:E12j12 


HolV Bible, The. Illustrated by Gustawe I>oré. Two Vois.. best 
_ puli
hed murocc u. 
Picturesque Europe. LarK
 Pa,"
r J::.-di/lE'''. Complelc in "ne 
VululUcs. l:ach cuut.J.lI1ing 1 hirteen e.xqu.::oltc 5tcel l'Ialt,.s, Crt'lII 
Otl
lIIal Drawings. al1d Clearly 
oo OnJ,:lIIa1 Illustration '''lth 
d( Ltipti
e Lel:t:rpres5o Royal 4tO. cloth i!llt. f.:lJ. õ hali-morou.u, 
f.3' J.us'. moral.co gilt. 
52 J:os. (
t"t' a/
cJ J. .:>0 and ]1.5. 6d.) 


:E15 
:E21 


70/- 


Bible.. Ca_en's mustrated Famllv. Morocco antique. 
lAlso 505. III tea/Juri and 7SS. test morocco,) 


63/- 


Annals of Westminster AhbeV. By E. T. Bt"ldley (Mn. A. 
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The Dean of Westminster and a Chapter on the Abbey BUllcbngs bY 
J. T. Mlcklethwaite. F.S.A. 
Shakespeare.. R.oval Quarto. Edited hy Charles anrl Mar}. 
t:uwdel.1 Llarke. alld cOlUdilung about 600 Illustratlon!ao by 1-1. Co 
Selous. "l hree Vois.. cloth gtlt. 


The Universal Atlas. A New and Complete General Atlas of 
the "orld. '\lth 1.111"dgesof Maps. handsomely prorluct:d in Colour::.. 
aod a Complete Index to about I.ls.ooo N.:mles. (Lbt uf Maps. }'ricc
. 
and all particulars on application J 
Fam1.l1a.r W11d Birds. Complete in Four St:ries. By'''. 
S\Vay
l.md \\ ith FurlY Full-page exqubile Colourt:d 11Iustroltion
 
III e-.cli. (Solrl only III sets. price on apphcalÎ?n. J 
FaDllhar Wild Flowers Fi
e Setl( By F. E. Hulme. F. L.S.. 
r.
.A. With 40 Full-I-' ,c:e Colourcd 11l.lt:s in cacho aCId Descriptl'
 
r.:xt. (Sf'1c1 only in sets. price on applicatilll1_) 
FaDliliar Trees. Complete in Two Series, Forty C010ured Plates 
ill each. Clotb gl1t. or morocco. (Price cJJ, al'jJlic
t'rJll.' 


MONTHLY 


SERIAL 


WEEKLY 


PUBLICA TIONS. 


PIcturesque Mediterranean, The. 
2s.6d. 
Popular Educator, New. 6d. 
Practitioner, The. Is. 
Quiver, The. 6d. 
Russo-Turkish War. MOJlthly, 7d. 
Saturday Journal, Cassell's. 
6d. 
Science for AlL 6d 
Sea, The, 7d 
story of the Heavens. 6d 
Surgery, Annals of. 2s. 
Technical Educator, New. 6d. 
Universal History. 7d. 
Work. 6d. 
Wit and Humour. 6d. 
World ot Wo nders. 3d. 
Cassell's RaUway Time Tables and 
Through-Route Glance-Guide. 
En/arged Series. Price 4d, 


PUBLICATIONS. 


CasseU'sSaturday Journal. ld. , 
Building World. ld. 
Work. ld. 


ChUl11s. ld. I 
British Battles. ld. 
Concise Cyclopædia. ld. 


England, CasseU's History of. 6d. 
Cottage Gardening. 
d. 
Doré Bible, The. 
d. 


Letts's J)itu'ies and otllCl' Timf'-S((t'iny Pllblic((tions are published exclusively by 
CASSELL & COMPANY, and particulars will be forwarded post free on application to the Publisher
, 
CAS
ELL & COMPANY, Limited, Lu,lgate Hi/I, Londo.... Pads and 1IIeibour1I
, 


I. 




DA 890 .E2 G7 1887 v.l SMC 
Grant. James 
Cassell's Old and new 
Edinburgh: its history. 
its people. and its places 
47230232 (mc/sk) 
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